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Bring your vision to life.
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When you stop & look around, 
life in Grey Bruce is

Sound Realty Inc., Brokerage
Locally Owned & Independently Operated

 
Simply Amazing!

Krista Gill
Sales Representative

519.378.7653

Conrad Brubacher
Sales Representative

226.923.3896

www.KristaGill.com
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Over 20 years of professional design and manufacturing.

topnotchfurniture.com
 

519.335.3213
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  f i n e  f u r n i t u r e

89446 Fordwich Line 
1 km North of Hwy 87, Gorrie
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Don’t Wait Another Day To Paint

©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Arborcoat, Aura, Regal, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 

$XX OFF 
Visit today and let us make sure you get 
the best paint and advice to get your 
project done right. Hurry, this exclusive 
offer ends XX/XX/XXXX. 

 
523906011265

CPN $XX OFF SELECT 
PREMIUM PRODUCT

<Retailer Name> 
<Address Line> 
<City, Province Postal Code> 
<Phone Number> 
<Website> 

Don’t Wait Another Day To Paint

LOGO 

Offer valid for $XX off retailer’s suggested retail price per can of 3.79L of up to 5 cans of 3.79L of Benjamin Moore® premium products. Excludes Century®. Redeemable only at participating retailers. Limit one per customer. Products may vary from store 
to store. Subject to availability. Retailer reserves the right to cancel this offer at any time without notice. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Offer expires XX/XX/XXXX. 
 
©2020 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Arborcoat, Aura, Benjamin Moore, Century, Gennex, Regal, and the triangle "M" symbol are registered trademarks, and Colour Lock is a trademark of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 7/19 

Call your local store today and let us make sure you get 
the best paint and advice to get your project done right.

HANOVER  Cuneo’s Carpet One Floor & Home   
873 10th St | 519.364.1303 | cuneointeriors.com

SOUTHAMPTON  Martin’s Home Hardware   
236 High St | 519.797.3645 | martins.ca

WALKERTON  Cuneo Interiors   
207 Durham Rd E | 519.881.2170 | cuneointeriors.com

BM_DontWait_Sum22.indd   2 2022-04-29   12:23 PM

Your deck is an extension of your living space
...a place to unwind and entertain. 

Precision Deck and Fence 
 is here to make your  

dream outdoor living space a reality.

Whether it’s off the entrance
or at the water’s edge, together we can

create your perfect outdoor retreat.

Precision_SP20.indd   1 2020-02-19   8:17 AM



  

Your local source for  
Granite, Marble  

& Quartz Countertops

173480 Mulock Road (between Durham & Hanover) 
519.369.1710 

theoldbarngranite.ca

beautiful kitchens & baths
  endless possibilities

is your local source for custom Granite, Marble and 
Quartz countertops. As a family owned and operated 
business, we are committed to providing quality 
workmanship and customer satisfaction. Bring us your 
ideas and our friendly staff will help make your vision 
happen. Natural stone is a beautiful and durable way 
to personalize your dream kitchen or bathroom.

Colour and material selection can be done on-site 
from our stock of 40 Granite colours. We also offer 
our customers a wide selection of Quartz surfacing 
including Hanstone, Caeserstone and Silestone. Or 
choose from a large selection of Granite remnants that 
can be used for vanities, fireplace surrounds, accent 
pieces or just about anything else you can imagine.

To help make The Old Barn a one stop shop, we offer a 
full line of stainless steel kitchen sinks, porcelain vanity 
sinks and faucets from Bristol Sinks.

Come visit us today! 

Celebrating 18 years 
of business excellence!

The Old Barn_SUM22.indd   1 2022-05-20   2:57 PM



SHOPS:
Collingwood, 321 Hurontario Street
Muskoka, 107 Maple Street, Port Carling
Owen Sound, 891 2nd Avenue

CONTACT:
Direct +647-351-3351
mcgregorhahnegroup@evrealestate.com

MCGREGORHAHNEGROUP.EVREALESTATE.COM

We, at the McGREGOR HAHNE GROUP, have a reputation for delivering 
exceptional service and possessing unrivalled expertise of the Southern 
Georgian Bay and Muskoka real estate markets. We dedicate the expertise, 
time and unmatched marketing resources to help you sell your property to 
the right buyer and get you into your dream property.

Don’t just dream about that waterfront property or cottage life,

L ive  your  luxury ™

Engel and Völkers Toronto Central, Brokerage
Each Brokerage independently owned and operated

JAMES MCGREGOR, 
Sales Representative, Certified 
International Property Specialist 

MAX HAHNE, Broker, 
International Real Estate Specialist, 

Resort and Second-Home Property Specialist

LETITIA BALDAUF, 
Sales Representative, 

MBA Luxury Brand Management

GEORGIANBAYLIFE.COM | MUSKOKALAKESLIFE.COM

 Visit our showroom at 317680 Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound

WWW.CCHARM.COM       519-376-4434

natural beauty...

CountryCharm_GB_W21.indd   1 2021-11-03   9:05 AM



S A L E S  .  I N S T A L L A T I O N S  .  S E R V I C E
ChanticoFireplaces.com

Chantico Gallery  
209784 Hwy 26 

Blue Mountains, ON 
705.445.9688

Chantico Countryside
158185 7th Line

Meaford, ON
519.538.4112

Chantico - Stu’s Stove Shoppe

6 Ashfield, Huron Townline                                                                                                                                         
 Kincardine, ON

519.395.0740

Chantico_SP22.indd   1 2022-01-28   3:14 PM

BUY DIRECT FROM
THE SAWMILL!

BUYER OF STANDING TIMBER  |  ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN  |  T&G SIDING

WHITE PINE FLOORING  |  POST & BEAM

Call us for current pricing and availability.

www.moggievalleytimber.ca

armour stone walls 
sand  | gravel  |  topsoil  |  stone  

driveway installation 
lot clearing   |  foundation preparation

septic system installation 
backfill   |  grading  

Serving the  
Bruce Peninsula

Haulage &
Contracting
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II GREW UP SLEEPING IN A TWIN BED that belonged to 
my great-grandfather. It had solid cherry, Georgian-style head-and-
footboards that were unusually the same height. The footboard would 
stop blankets from being kicked off in the night and it fostered my habit 
of keeping a pillow on my feet. As weighted blankets were not yet a thing, 
the pillow did the trick. I had lots of stuffed animals that shared the bed 
and I would place them along the footboard and all along the wall.

My family moved about eight times while I was growing up and 
that bed was the one constant on the first unfamiliar night in a new 
home. It was always positioned with one side against a wall – a safety 
precaution by my parents – to keep me from falling out of bed. To this 
day, if I spend the night in a twin bed that isn’t against the wall, I wake 
up a few times during the night worrying I am one turn away from 
landing on the floor.

Years later, with the trend for making beds look like daybeds, the 
stuffed animals were replaced with cushions in various shapes and 
sizes. I slept in that bed until I moved out of my parents’ home and into 
my own apartment, which had a queen-size bed. It took some time to 
adjust to all the extra space, and to be truthful, I was tempted to ask my 
parents if the twin bed could be moved to my new abode.

This magazine has given me the chance to see many bedrooms that 
contain twin beds, including the one in Eva Freeburn’s sweet haven 
on page 40. It reminds me of those happy times I crawled into my own 
twin bed with those stuffed animals and fell fast asleep feeling loved, 
comfortable and safe – truly the best memories.

Have a hot and fabulous summer.

Sara Martin, Managing Editor
sara.martin@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       
Sign up for our newsletter 
ourhomes.ca/newsletter

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

Celebrating over

in the Town of  
Blue Mountain

20 years

519-599-7300
Hwy #26 Thornbury

Specialized in Manufacturing and Installing
Quartz and Granite countertops.

519-599-7300
Hwy #26 Thornbury

Specialized in Manufacturing and Installing
Quartz and Granite countertops.

Certified porcelain slab fabricator
Specialized in Manufacturing & Installing

Quartz & Granite countertops

Hwy #26 Thornbury  |   519-599-7300

citystone.comPhoto courtesy of Ciot.com

CityStone_SUM22.indd   1 2022-05-19   3:30 PM

Home Decor 
& More 

why pay more!

we’ll prove it

up to 50% less than retail

modern • shabby chic • rustic
Whatever the interior of your home needs, 

we have it for far less than you’d expect to pay.

Join us on facebook!

Collingwood  •  Alliston
Hanover  •  Owen Sound

by   Rhonda Kirk

Home Decor_SP22.indd   1 2022-03-29   5:14 PM

Your Premier Custom Home Builder in Southern Georgian Bay
Robert Abbott, Owner

Town of the Blue Mountains    |   705.446.4831   |   greatlakescustomhomes.ca

We build excitement!

Great Lakes_SGB_SUM21.indd   1 2022-01-12   10:08 AM
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		  for lifelong friends.
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An eye-catching quartz backsplash makes this sleek 
white kitchen pop. Story, page 32. Photography by 
Sandy MacKay.

ON THE COVER

64

56 32

24

Contact us for a free estimate.
We’ll create a 3D model to  

help visualize the end result. 

P 519.369.8225  

info@wilsonsolutions.ca

wilsonsolutions.ca

Closets & Garages - Blinds & Shades - Epoxy & Modular Flooring - Seasonal Spaces & More!

Wilson_W21.indd   1 2022-01-12   11:24 AM
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48112
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1563 Hwy. 9, RR #5, Mildmay        
southbruceflooring.com       519-367-3215

Do it once...do it right!

 ... to your home.From the forest 

South Bruce_SP22.indd   1 2022-01-26   11:54 AM
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FANS
Ceiling fans should turn counter-
clockwise in the warmer months 
as this creates a downdraft. The 
effect of moving air hitting the 
sweat on your skin is known as 
evaporative cooling. As sweat 
evaporates, it helps lower your 
overall body temperature. Thus, 
you can keep the thermostat 
turned up a few degrees and still 
stay cool. High-quality ceiling fans 
are worth the investment because 
they are often much quieter while 
providing powerful airflow.

PAINT
If you have a room that gets a 
lot of southern exposure in the 
warmest months of the year, 
keep the paint light and airy. 
Dark colours can absorb the sun’s 
radiant energy and that energy 
creates unnecessary heat gain.

BEDDING
An important consideration in 
the summertime is optimizing 
comfort levels in the bedroom. 
In addition to keeping the room 
cool (65˚F is considered optimal 
for sleeping), another element 
that can greatly impact body 
temperature is the material of 
your mattress, pillows and bed 
linens. Natural materials are 
preferred over synthetics because 
of their ability to breathe. Some 

synthetic materials (including 
most memory foam mattresses) 
are very dense and tend to trap 
body heat. Ensure your bed 
frame allows for proper airflow 
around your mattress. Consider 
a mattress topper made from 
natural material such as latex, wool 
or cotton. Select bedding that is 
natural and breathable – such as 
linen. Use a lighter duvet in the 
summer months made with natural 
down or wool filling. These will 
help keep you cool as they allow 
moisture to escape. A shredded 
latex pillow with a cotton or linen 
cover is a good combination to 
help keep your head cool. Latex 
is a naturally breathable material 
and when shredded, provides 
improved airflow.

TILE
Porcelain or 
natural stone 
tiles generally 
provide cooler 

temperatures in the summer (look 
to Mediterranean architecture) – 
that is, if not continuously exposed 
to direct sunlight. Natural stone 
floors and porcelain tiles will 
hold heat, which is why they are 
often successfully paired with 
radiant heating options to warm 
up spaces in the colder months. 
Again, consider selecting lighter-
coloured flooring in rooms that get 
direct sun exposure.

WINDOWS
If you are in the market for 
replacing windows, get the most 
energy-efficient windows you can 
afford. Spend some time with a 
professional to review the various 
frame, glazing and operation 
options. To minimize solar heat 
gain and reduce energy loss, 
you may require different energy 
efficiency ratings depending 
upon the exposure/orientation of 
various windows within your home 
and the overall ratio of window 
glazing to walls. A professional 
can also make recommendations 
on the operation styles and how 
the layout can optimize the breeze 
available from cool air entering 
through lower window openings, 
travelling through the house and 
the warmed air exiting at a higher 
location. Close windows first thing 
in the morning and open them up 
once the outside temperature has 
dropped in the evening.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Window treatments are an 
excellent way to keep the cooling 
bill in check by controlling solar 
heat gain (while also adding an 
element of design). Blackout 
drapery is the most effective at 
preventing the sun from entering a 
room and offers a great solution for 
the sunniest times of day for south/
west facing windows (specifically 
bedrooms). Solar shades provide 
various degrees of privacy, light 
penetration and heat transfer – all 
while offering a view to the outside.

LANDSCAPING
Landscaping outdoors can also help 
to keep the inside of your home 
cooler. Planting deciduous trees, 
shrubs and tall grasses can provide 
shade that will help mitigate solar 
gain in the summer months. 

APPLIANCES
Practical day-to-day tips include 
firing up the outdoor grill instead 
of using the oven, installing a 
clothesline for drying and waiting 
to use the dishwasher until 
temperatures dip in the evening. 
Also remember to turn on exhaust 
fans in the bathroom when taking a 
shower to remove hot, humid air.  OH

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens explores 
the principles of sustainable living.

COOL HOUSE
You may be fortunate enough to have air 
conditioning in your home, but did you know that 
there are some practical ways to help minimize your 
dependency on the AC? Read on for ideas that are 
good for the environment – and your pocketbook!

POTTERY BARN: Classic Belgian Flax Linen 
Rod Pocket Blackout Curtain in Dark Flax

HOLTEN IMPEX: 
Autumn Tile in Grey

KICHLER: Dawn 52”
 Ceiling Fan in Satin Black

IF ONLY HOME: 
Organic Cotton Sheet 

Set in White Sand

OBASAN: Custom 
Organic Mattress & Pillow

HUNTER DOUGLAS: 
Designer Roller Shades

CoolHouse.indd   gutter 2022-04-25   11:08 AM

519.389.1667
amanda@ccdesigns.ca

www.ccdesigns.ca

Exterior & Interior Design
Space Planning
Project Management
Custom Cabinet Design
Colour & Finish Consultations

4946 Bruce Rd.3, Port Elgin
(between Burgoyne & Southampton)

519.386.8182

interiormotivesandco@gmail.com 
interiormotivesandcompany.com

home decor
interior decorating

Canadian-made furniture
custom drapery & bedding

Don’t see what you’re looking for?
We’ll try to find it for you.

    always wanted
Get the look you’ve

InteriorMotives_ad2_SP22.indd   1 2022-01-20   12:49 PM
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Only the

BEST
SHOP LOCAL TO FIND 
THE BEST PRODUCTS 
FOR YOUR HOME.

1 	 MACDONALD’S FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

KitchenAid Range
Technology, design and colour make this range 
the one you want for cooking that perfect 
meal. It combines a gas cooktop with the even 
baking of an electric convection oven, helping 
every cook achieve more consistent baking 
and roasting.

206518 Hwy. 26 E., Meaford 
519.538.1620 | macdonaldsfurniture.com

2  	 UNIQUE PIECES

Cushions
These embroidered cushions come in many 
designs to add a beachy, coastal feel to any 
room. Use them to add a finishing touch 
to indoor or outdoor spaces at the cottage 
or at home.

604 Main St., Sauble Beach 
647.992.5909 | uniquepieces.co

3  	 MILLER HOME HARDWARE 			
	 BUILDING CENTRE

Chilly Moose Ice Box
An ice box designed to last. They are wildlife 
resistant and will keep food and drinks cold 
with five days of ice retention. Available in 
bright, fun colours and five sizes – perfect for 
summer camping. 

900 Main St., Sauble Beach 
519.422.2424 | homehardware.ca

4  	 THE COOK’S CUPBOARD

Apron
Protect yourself from the occasional mishap in 
the kitchen. An adjustable neck strap, strong 
waist ties and a pocket are practical features 
that make these aprons a joy to put on. 

169 High St., Southampton 
519.483.8000 | thecookscupboard.ca

5  	 SCHUETT FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Art
A set of paintings titled Walta by Charlene 
Lynch will make a restful and beautiful impact 
wherever they hang. 

85 Elora St., Mildmay 
519.367.2308 | schuettfurniture.ca

6  	 CITY STONE

Porcelain
Maxine is full-bodied porcelain stoneware 
made in Italy. With large sizes and reduced 
thickness, its applications are as varied as the 
rich and delicate natural stone appearance.

151 King St. E., Thornbury 
519.599.7300 | citystone.com

Continued on page 26
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7

8

9

8 	 SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE

Chair
A mix of Mid-century design and luxe 
glamour, this Canadian-made Decor-
Rest chair can be ordered in a variety 
of fabrics and metal-frame finishes to 
suit your surroundings.

170 3rd St., Hanover 
519.364.3800 | smittysfurniture.com

7 	 ELEGANT STONE HOUSE

Console Table
This timeless piece has beautiful 
hand-turned legs and a spacious 
bottom shelf perfect for baskets for 
extra storage. Made of white oak but 
available in other woods and stains.

116514 Grey Rd. 3, Desboro 
519.897.8500 | elegantstonehouse.ca

9 	 INTERIOR MOTIVES

Custom Window Coverings
Working with any colour palette, 
custom draperies, sheers and roman 
blinds are a fabric choice away. With 
options for curtain headers, linings and 
sizes, you can have the perfect window 
covering. Custom quilts, coverlets and 
pillows are also available.

4946 Bruce Rd. 3, Port Elgin 
519.386.8182 | interiormotivesandcompany.com  OH

Unique Pieces
Furniture    Decor    Lighting    Garden

604 Main St. - at the stop lights - Sauble Beach

647.992.5909

Call Linda Urbshott for your free
 in-home consultation!

519.793.3921
BudgetBlinds.com

www.mcdonaldcrilly.ca

CREATING
GREEN
SPACES

NATURALLY

519-377-7657

full service flower shop
unique gifts

balloons
wedding flowers & decor

Brighten 
their day!

 
56 Main St. W., Markdale  •  519.986.2721  •  markdaleflorist.ca
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Brownie 
INGREDIENTS

1 cup cocoa powder 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

¾ tsp baking powder 

1 tsp salt 

1 cup unsalted butter, melted

2 cups granulated sugar 

3 eggs, room temperature  

1 tsp vanilla extract 

INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat the oven to 350˚F and 
line two 9x9-inch square pans with 
parchment paper. 

In a medium bowl combine cocoa 
powder, all-purpose flour, baking 
powder and salt. Mix thoroughly and 
set aside.

In a large mixing bowl, combine 
melted butter and sugar. Whisk until 
combined. Whisk in eggs and vanilla 
extract. Fold in dry ingredients until 
just combined. 

Split the brownie mixture between the 
two pans (about 2 cups of batter in 
each pan). The batter will be thick.

Take a piece of parchment paper and 
place it on top of the batter. Press the 
parchment into the batter to flatten 
the batter (this will help the batter 
bake evenly). Bake for 15 minutes.

Remove from oven, let cool and place 
in freezer until ready to use. 

Filling 
INGREDIENTS

1 ½ cups 
whipping cream 

1 tsp vanilla  

1 can (300ml) 
sweetened 
condensed milk

½ cup Dulce de Leche

INSTRUCTIONS

In the large bowl of a 
stand mixer or using 
a hand mixer, whip 
the cream until thick 
and fluffy. Add vanilla 
and continue to beat 
until stiff peaks form. 
Fold in the sweetened 
condensed milk.

ice cream
SANDWICHES

You don’t have to choose 
between brownies or ice 
cream. We’ve sandwiched 
them together for the 
ultimate dessert.

Assembly
Remove whole brownie 
from one pan. 

Spread the filling evenly 
on top of the brownie 
still in the second pan.

Drizzle Dulce de Leche 
on top and swirl into 
the filling.

Place the other brownie 
on top and gently 
press down.

Freeze for 
approximately 6 hours.

Cut into rectangles and 
keep frozen until ready 
to eat.  OH

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

IceCreamSandwiches.indd   2 2022-06-01   12:58 PM

Ball Diamonds • Tennis Courts 
Swimming Pools • Vinyl
Farm Fence • Chain Link

Wrought Iron • Wood Privacy

519.387.5022
builtwrightfencing.ca

“Changing the look of your property.”

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURE

FREE ESTIMATES & PLANNING

 

2 km N of Wiarton 

Proudly serving locals & tourists on the 
Bruce Peninsula since 1977

Open 7 days a week

226.974.6797

In-house baked goods, ON produce,
meats & fish, preserves, plants, artisan

foods, gifts & more!

BAKERY
PRODUCE

FUDGE
ICE CREAM

GB Country Market_SUM22.indd   1 2022-05-30   12:49 PM
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Ticks
Many of the plants with heavy scents 
listed under mosquito repellents above 
can also repel ticks. Plant these at 
your garden perimeters to have fewer 
ticks in your yard. 

Wasps
Often any yellow and black flying 
insect is mislabelled as a bee but 
usually they are wasps. Wasps are 
pollinators too and an important part 
of our ecosystem, but understandably 
you don’t want them trying to eat your 
outdoor meal at the same time you are. 
Faux paper wasp nests work as a great 
deterrent – place them near your al 
fresco dining space for best results. 

Raccoons, 
mice and rats
Keep meat scraps out of your compost 
so it’s not as fragrant and attractive to 
these types of wildlife. Keep the ground 
around bird feeders free of old seed 
buildup too. Although it may seem like 
an easy fix, live traps and poisons are 
never the answer. Farther along the 
food chain, poisons keep on killing and 
predators that eat the poisoned prey 
also perish – like owls, cats and fox. 
Live trapping may seem humane but 
often those relocated animals suffer 
a slow death – not knowing where 
to find food, shelter and water and 
are driven out by the existing fauna 
in the new area.

Exotic pests, 
including red lily 
beetle, emerald 
ash borer, etc.
Due to climate change, many exotic 
insect pests are here to stay. Avoid 
planting their favourite food plants 
if you want a low maintenance 
garden. If you do find an invasive 
insect infestation, placing them in 
a bucket of soapy water is a quick, 
humane and hygienic method of 
dealing with them.  OH

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer.

Bunnies
Rabbits often eat the tender new wood of fruit 
trees and other tasty trees and shrubs in the dead of 
winter when there’s nothing else for them. Make a 
temporary cage of chicken wire around these plants 
and keep in place for the winter months to protect 
them from bunny damage. In the veggie garden, 
chicken wire caging also works well. 

Deer
Deer are infamous for quickly demolishing a 
garden. For a large property I suggest planting 
an easily accessible bed of their favourites (like 
cedar, hosta, roses and daylily) to entice them 
away from the ornamental areas. For small spaces, 
fencing works best.

Mosquitoes
Make sure you use the water in your 
rain barrels regularly as mosquitoes 
will make a breeding ground out 
of any standing water. Don’t leave 
areas of standing water anywhere 
in your yard as mosquito larva can 
even live in very moist soil. Cedar 
trees do not attract mosquitoes but 
standing water does. 

Certain strongly scented 
plants like citronella grass, mint, 
lavender, catnip and rosemary deter 
mosquitoes. By having them near your 
outdoor seating areas you can enjoy 
their captivating scents and natural 
repelling qualities. Slugs

Spread crushed, cooked eggshells 
around plants that are susceptible to 
slug damage. The jagged edges of the 
shells deter slugs from reaching the 
plant. You’ll also be enriching your soil 
at the same time.

Aphids
Make a concoction of a few drops of 
dish soap, one teaspoon of oil and one 
litre of water and add to a spray bottle. 
Spray the infected plant as needed. It also 
works on white fly and other common 
pests. Sometimes just a forceful spray 
of the garden hose works too! Aphids 
also love marigolds – so if aphids are 
feasting on your leafy greens in the veggie 
garden, plant marigolds as a trap plant to 
lure them away. 

Squirrels
We must share our gardens with 
a host of wildlife so it’s best to 
plant bulbs that squirrels don’t 
enjoy eating, such as muscari, 
daffodils and allium instead 
of tasty tulips. Squirrels are 
notorious for digging up newly 
potted plants and bulbs. Sticking 
toothpicks or sticks into the soil 
surface helps to deter them. 

Though cayenne pepper 
products are available to repel 
squirrels, they aren’t a good 
option. They can cause them a 
lot of pain and even temporary 
blindness, so I recommend less 
harmful methods. Tuck in some 
pet hair around your favourite 
bulbs to discourage them instead.

GARDEN
Pests
STORY MELANIE REKOLA

We work hard at making our gardens beautiful 
and it is downright disheartening when pests 
make our outdoor living spaces inhospitable or 
devour our hard-earned efforts. Luckily there are 
many natural, DIY methods to help!

GardenPests.indd   DPS 2022-04-28   10:14 AM
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BBen Freeburn, co-owner of Alair Homes Grey Bruce, not only built his 
family’s dream house, but was involved from the beginning after developer Seaton 
Group designed this ideal location.

Along with his brother, Dylan Freeburn, the siblings have over 19 years’ 
experience building and renovating custom homes in the Grey-Bruce area. Joining 
the Alair Homes franchise in 2013 provided an opportunity to showcase their 
expertise in custom homes with the credibility of a nationally-recognized brand.

CUSTOM
Coastal living

STORY LAUREN LONG
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

IMAGINE BUILDING A CUSTOM 
HOME TAILORED TO YOUR FAMILY 
LIFESTYLE IN A LOVELY COMMUNITY 
AND SURROUNDED BY SCENIC VIEWS 
NEAR THE LAKE.

Continued on page 34

Ben and Robyn Freeburn with 
their children, Eva and Ira.

Ostaco lift-and-slide patio doors in the living room give easy 
access to the fenced-in backyard. The light fixture over the 
dining table was sourced from Home Town Design. Bigelow 
Flooring Inc. supplied the Opus Floors in Angel Oak. OPPOSITE: 
Comfortable blue velvet chairs flank the fireplace that was 
installed and sourced by Hy-Mark. Built-in cabinetry with an oak 
countertop provides extra storage.
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Cedar shake details, a welcoming front porch and white siding are a nod to the historical cottages first built in the area. Hardscape materials were supplied 
by West Shore Stone & Brick Inc. Plants and trees were purchased at Everest Trees. Timbers and building supplies are from Allen’s Home Hardware Building 
Centre. RIGHT: The front door, sourced at Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors, is a custom MasterGrain design that adds a rustic element in the front entrance. 
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Having grown up in the region, the Freeburns know that 
Southampton is one of the best towns for families and seniors who 
love the idea of living in cottage country near the water. Along with 
developers Seaton Group, the prime location for a new development 
was selected and the vision for Southampton Landing was born.

Ben and his wife Robyn favoured the idea of living in a community, and 
the pond and creek surrounded by preserved green space with walking trails 
made the development site a great place to raise their two young children.

Southampton Landing is within walking distance to year-round 
amenities, including the diverse selection of restaurants and boutiques 
on High Street, South Street Beach and the Southampton Boardwalk, 
known for its majestic views of Chantry Island. In addition, the 

development boasts its own network of trails and natural features.
The development offers buyers the opportunity for innovation in 

creating a custom home, while maintaining a unity of design quality and 
architectural style throughout the estate.

Homes here reflect the coastal-style cottages of Southampton, 
blended with the contemporary elegance of Alair Homes. Inviting front 
porches are a signature feature, with garages tucked back so they do 
not dominate the front of the house.

With their own family in mind, the Freeburns designed the Cabot 
Model to be their own home, which was part of the six initial homes 
built on an existing street. In July 2021, the Freeburns moved in and the 
groundbreaking of the development began in 2022.

ABOVE: The curve of the blue dining chairs 
and leather stools at the large island share a 
similar profile, creating continuity. KitchenAid 
appliances are from Square Deal Neil’s TV & 
Appliances. TOP LEFT: Fresh croissants sit 
under a glass dome on the kitchen island. 
Plumbing for the project was completed by 
Mike’s Plumbing Services. TOP RIGHT: The 
window over the kitchen sink is framed by 
a Skara Brae Cambria quartz backsplash. A 
sisal runner is cosy underfoot when cooking 
at the gas range. RIGHT: Gold hardware adds 
an elegant touch to the slim profile of the 
Shaker-style kitchen cabinets. All cabinets and 
the white oak range hood were custom made 
by Wood & Wallworks.Continued on page 36
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The Freeburns’ great room features 
expansive floor-length windows. The 
lift-and-slide patio doors and energy-
efficient windows from Armor Windows 
and Doors sourced from VanDolder’s 
Custom Exteriors allow the family to 
enjoy peaceful views and natural lighting 
while keeping cosy year-round. In the heart 
of winter, the house remains warm from 
the radiant in-floor heating.

“I love how the sliding doors really open 
up the living space and provide us with 
easy access to the backyard and a view of 
the trees behind us,” says Robyn.

With a contemporary-rustic style in 
mind, Robyn and Ben brought their floor 
plan to Home Town Design to assist 
with the overall interior design. Owner and 
principal designer Kate Robinson and 
her team provided options for the materials, 
lighting, furniture, custom millwork and 
finalizing the style.

THE HERRINGBONE 
PEPPERMILL BRICK 
FLOORING WAS 
INSPIRED BY BEN’S 
AGRICULTURAL ROOTS.

ABOVE: The rear entrance 
door matches the front door. 
Muddy boots can land on the 
herringbone brick flooring 
sourced from West Shore Stone 
& Brick. In-floor radiant heat was 
installed by Hy-Mark. RIGHT: 
The herringbone brick flooring 
extends to the mudroom. 
Custom cabinetry, with the slim 
Shaker-style profile, by Wall & 
Woodworks, maximize storge 
for this busy family. Baskets 
help contain smaller items. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: The Cambria 
quartz counter on the kitchen 
island has a waterfall edge. The 
pendant lights are a farmhouse 
design harking back to Ben’s 
agricultural roots. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Drawers and cupboards 
provide storage options in the 
island. Electrical for the home 
was installed by G&M Electrical 
Mechanical. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The stairs were crafted by Wood 
& Wallworks using tapered wood 
spindles and white oak treads.

Continued on page 39
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“We offered several solutions to modernize the classics, such as the 
slim Shaker cabinet door profile and the tapered spindle stair railings to 
provide extra detail and fit their style,” explains Kate.

Growing up on a farm, Ben liked the idea of bringing rural accents into the 
modern design. Home Town Design offered a variety of suggestions inspired 
by Ben’s agricultural roots, such as the herringbone peppermill brick flooring 
in the mudroom, manufactured by Canyon Stone Canada and sourced from 
West Shore Stone & Brick Inc. The MasterGrain front door in a cashew-
colour, sourced from Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors, was a custom feature 
selected to create an inviting, rustic entrance to the home. Allen’s Home 
Hardware Builiding Centre supplied the timbers and building materials.

Warm whites and natural tones were selected to create a calm and 
welcoming environment, accented by the coastal blue furniture pieces 
inspired by the crystal-clear blue waters of Lake Huron. Continued on page 42

On the ground floor, the primary bedroom 
has a contemporary wood bedframe with 
integrated side table. Window coverings for 
the home were sourced from Blinds To You.

FAR LEFT & LEFT: 
In the primary en 
suite, vertical stacked 
subway tile lines the 
shower and the wall 
behind the vessel tub. 
The black details in 
the encaustic floor 
tile are repeated in 
the plumbing fixtures 
and hardware.
BELOW: The double 
sink vanity by Wood 
& Wallworks has 
flat panel white oak 
doors and a quartz 
counter. Matching 
black-framed mirrors 
and bar lights above 
add to the clean, 
uncluttered design in 
this space.
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“HOME TOWN DESIGN 
HELPED US CREATE AN 
ENVIRONMENT WHICH WAS 
MODERN, YET WARM FOR 
OUR CHILDREN.” –Ben Freeburn

An antique iron bed and 
dresser in Eva’s room are 
family heirlooms. The area 
rug adds a playful touch. 

Large enough to serve you,  
small enough to care! 

SALES & SERVICE  
NEW & USED

Hwy 21, Southampton     
 519-797-3905 

squaredealneils.ca

For over 60 years!

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN FIRM
kate@hometowndesign.co   226-256-8280   hometowndesign.co

AGRICULTURAL AND
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Allen’s

3098 Bruce Rd. 3, Paisley, ON | homehardware.ca
Mon - Fri - 8am - 5:30pm  |  Sat 8:30am - 4pm  |  Sunday - Closed
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“Home Town Design helped us create 
an environment which was modern, yet 
warm for our children,” says Ben. “They 
also suggested many of the unique details 
in our home, such as the black-and-white 
hexagon tiles in the bathroom, and the 
pendant and chandelier light fixtures.”

The home includes four bedrooms, 
with the primary bedroom and their 
daughter’s room on the ground floor. 
Kate says the Cabot Model floor plan 
was designed for a family with growing 
children, and her team offered creative 
solutions to add extra storage space for 
games and toys in the final design.

In the kitchen, the beautiful Cambria 
quartz countertops are complemented 
by an eye-catching Skara Brae Cambria 
backsplash. Alair Grey Bruce often 
recommends Cambria quartz to clients 
who wish to add an elegant accent to the 
clean lines of their homes.

“If you want a focal point, an eye-
catching backsplash is an excellent way 
to achieve it,” says Kate.

The Freeburns look forward to 
welcoming many new families to the 
Southampton Landing development as 
they too build and design their forever 
custom homes.  OH

ABOVE: The hexagon tile in the family 
bathroom was a suggestion by Kate Robinson 
of Home Town Design. The hexagon mirror 
over the vanity mimics the pattern of the 
floor tile. TOP, MIDDLE & BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Interior doors to the bedrooms on the second 
level are sourced from Wood & Wallworks and 
the profile matches the slim Shaker-style used 
in the kitchen. Double closets offer lots of 
storage in both bedrooms.

A landing area at the top of the stairs 
on the second level is a reading nook 
and overlooks the living area below.

Stone & Brick for New Homes & Renovations
Thin Stone Veneers • Mulch (bulk & bagged)

Topsoil/Aggregates • Steps/Flagstone/Rockery
Fire Pit Kits • Paving & Patio Stones

Landscape & Masonry Products

Showroom/Yard is South of Kincardine
1.5km East of Hwy 21 on Conc. 12

519.395.2747 • www.WestShoreStoneandBrick.com
 

Stone & Brick for New Homes & Renovations
Thin Stone Veneers • Mulch (bulk & bagged)

Topsoil/Aggregates • Steps/Flagstone/Rockery
Fire Pit Kits • Paving & Patio Stones

Landscape & Masonry Products

Showroom/Yard is South of Kincardine
1.5km East of Hwy 21 on Conc. 12

519.395.2747 • www.WestShoreStoneandBrick.com
 

Everything you need
& more! 

Stone & Brick for New Homes & Renovations
Thin Stone Veneers • Mulch (bulk & bagged)

Topsoil/Aggregates • Steps/Flagstone/Rockery
Fire Pit Kits • Paving & Patio Stones

Landscape & Masonry Products

Showroom/Yard is South of Kincardine
1.5 km East of Hwy 21 on Conc. 12

519.395.2747  
WestShoreStoneandBrick.com

CODY TOEWS
Owner/Operator

519-387-3338

.com

il.com

Quality work, affordable prices
Call, text or email us today for your next project!

airtightsprayfoaminsulation@gmail.com 
519 377 0917   topinsulation.ca
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You know that feeling
you get when you arrive at your 
vacation home. Whether you own, 
rent or visit as a guest, that sense 
of rest, relaxation and recreation is 
irresistible – and once you’re there, 
you never want to leave. But it’s 
not just the waterfront or wooded 
location that gives you the feels. The 
set-up and style of the home play an 
important role in how you socialize, 
entertain and enjoy it. Here are 
some design features you can 
incorporate in your home to create 
that vacation vibe.

VACAYevery day STORY LAURA HAY

VacayEveryDay.indd   2 2022-04-27   4:47 PM

Continued on page 46

Free in-home consultations! 

  Blinds  |  Shades
Shutters  |  Awnings

Cordless & motorized options.

Goderich 
144 Courthouse Sq.

519.524.5965

Port Elgin
668 Goderich St.

519.832.4543

Kincardine
708 Queen St.
519.396.4541

sunsetblinds.ca
sunsetblinds@hurontel.on.ca

Customized window coverings that suit any room and budget.
We offer a variety of window treatments that  

balance style, comfort and privacy in any space!

SunsetBlinds_SUM22.indd   1 2022-05-26   12:20 PM
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Create a relaxed 
aesthetic 
Vacation means rest and respite, 
relaxation and rejuvenation. For 
most of us, vacation time also 
signals a return to nature, which 
serves as not just the location but 
as inspiration.

Indeed, recent trends have 
shifted back to nature in a big way, 
with a more relaxed, organic palette 
of colours, materials and finishes. 
Colours tend to be less saturated, 
with gentler, more muted blues 
and earthy greens at the forefront 
this year. Meanwhile, materials 
and finishes are softer, with mattes 
and textural elements that are both 
touchable and visually warm. The 
same qualities resonate in fabrics 
and upholstery, which lean to 
linen, wool and blends, layered to 
bring more texture and softness to 
the space. Overlapping area rugs, 
pillows and throws are a great way 
to bring a comfortable, “collected” 
look while adding a cosy touch and 
small but mighty hits of colour.

Make it 
functional
 Remember, the name of the game at 
your vacation home is “easy living.” 
Daily cleaning and maintenance 
should be the last thing on your 
mind. To that end, seek out materials, 
fabrics and finishes that require little 
maintenance but offer good durability.

Keeping function and comfort in 
mind, scale back on your furnishings. 
This creates more room to move, while 
leaving fewer things to dust! When 
replacing old furniture or adding new 
pieces, look for dual-purpose pieces that serve their primary function 
while doubling as storage.

Achieving harmony between function and style can be challenging, 
but remember your vacation home is your great escape and ultimately, 
it should serve your every want and whim. Work with a professional 
designer to ensure it’s a space that pulls you back, for all the 
right reasons.  OH

Now, add 
warmth and 
interest
You can do this by organizing your 
space according to activity. The 
beauty of this design approach is 
the ability to customize the space 
to your hobbies and preferences, 
such as adding a charming 
banquette to host family meals 
and game night, a cosy reading 
corner to dig into a juicy book and 
an inviting conversation area in 
front of the fireplace. The aesthetic 
of each area should be consistent 
with the broader style of the space, 
but independent of the others with 
its own dedicated furnishings, 
accessories, light source and rug, to 
visually anchor each vignette.

Pay attention 
to flow 
Entertaining is the name of 
the game in most vacation 
homes, which benefits from 
an open-concept floor plan 
connecting the kitchen, 
living room and dining area 
into one unified space. This 
communal layout allows 
family and friends to gather 
and spend time together, 
while still giving each other 
room to breathe.

But there’s a catch-22: 
the space needs to be open, 
but also connected and cosy. 
How do you achieve balance 
between these seemingly 
conflicting characteristics?

Start with a consistent 
aesthetic. Echo materials 
and finishes in all connected 
living areas, such as 
continuous wood flooring, 
millwork and colour scheme. 
From designing many 
vacation homes I can attest 
this blurs the boundaries 
between rooms, making 
them appear larger and 
fresher, while allowing 
natural light, views and 
conversations to flow freely. 

International Designer Laura Hay, Principal of LH Decor & Design Inc., brings over a decade of 
experience to her work in residential interiors in the GTA, Canada, United States and Bahamas.
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 453897 Grey Rd.2, R.R.#1 Maxwell  |  519.922.1479  |  844.564.0224
maxwellgardencenter.com

Custom built SHEDS & SHELTERS for your herd.
Designed to suit your needs. Delivered & assembled on site.

Visit our 

online store for 

more details 

& pricing.

160 Berford St., Wiarton ON   519.534.5599  
wiartonhhbc.com

Kitchen   Bath   Flooring   Beaver Homes

Helping you build a better kitchen...

Call or drop in to speak to our 
on-site kitchen consultant  

519-534-5599

a division of the Wiarton Home Building Centre

46  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

design ideas



INGREDIENTS
(Serves 4)

1 cup pineapple, 
chopped

1 cup peaches, 
chopped

2 cups water 

Juice from 1 lime 

1 Tbsp sugar*

Peach & Pineapple
AGUA FRESCA

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

Agua Fresca translates to “cool 
water” and is the ideal drink on 
a hot day. It’s a refreshing drink 
made with fresh fruit, water, 
lime and a bit of sugar.

INSTRUCTIONS 

Combine all 
ingredients in a 
blender and mix until 
smooth. Taste and 
add more lime and/
or sweetener.

Pour the mixture 
through a fine 
mesh strainer.

Serve over ice. Enjoy!

*May substitute 
other sweeteners 
for sugar or omit 
sugar altogether, 
depending on 
sweetness and 
ripeness of the fruit. 
Adjust to taste.  OH

PeachAndPineappleAguaFresca.indd   2 2022-05-02   4:37 PM

HCSSGREYBRUCE.COM

This summer your                               will 
help to support independence and 

enhance quality of life for Grey & Bruce 
residents and their families.

Kindness

Download the Kindness Makes Cents resource kit at

Kindness
makes cents

IN SUPPORT OF GREY-BRUCE

June through August

519.377.6822
greybrucebuilders@gmail.com

With Our Carpentry Team Specializing in Framing, 
We Can Provide a Strong Reliable Shell 

for Your Home, Garage & Shed!

48  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

good taste



Yet even if you’re itching to whip up a batch 
of your signature sangria, you may also be 
wanting to spruce things up a bit first. In the 
wake of a long pandemic, many of us have a 
pretty lacklustre collection of barware on 
our hands by now. Missing pieces. Glassware 
that’s been put through the dishwasher 
too many times. Not to mention, how 
many of us are simply tired of our same-
old pieces by now?

How to get that home bar ready for some 
celebrating? We asked two Ontario retailers 
about barware trends for 2022. Right off the 
bat, Andrea Hopson of Toronto’s Hopson 
Grace, and Christine Bourne, owner of Maggie 
+ Dix in Meaford, confirm there’s demand. 
Both are seeing customers busily upgrading 
barware this year. Here’s some inspiration to 
get your summer sipping off to a stylish start:

COLOUR MAKES 
A COMEBACK
As with home décor, barware is seeing a 
renewed embrace of colour in 2022. At Hopson 
Grace, Andrea sees colourful glassware 
“increasing in popularity as people become 
more comfortable with incorporating colour 
into their tablescape and into their life.” 
Colourful glassware, she adds, “is a wonderful 
way to provide that pop without having to 
commit too heavily to new dinnerware or 
even new table linens.” Among other options, 
Hopson Grace carries mouth-blown, unleaded 
crystal tumblers by German maker Dibbern in 
colours like azure, aqua, rose and amber. Also 
trending, says Andrea, is mixing colours rather 
than having glassware in one colour. “It allows 
people to be a little creative.”

In Meaford, Christine says colour is part of 
her shop’s general aesthetic. “I like a burst of 
colour.” This year, among the on-trend choices 
at Maggie + Dix are made-in-France La 
Rochère “Bee” glasses in hues such as emerald, 
aubergine and blue. Christine also carries pink 
vintage-inspired glassware and pastel-toned 
floral patterned drink shakers.

SIPPING
IS IT TIME TO GIVE 
YOUR BARWARE 
AN UPGRADE?

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

Is there anything 
more lovely – for 
hosts and guests 
alike – than an 
easy-breezy catch-
up with friends over 
cocktails? Whether 
on a leafy backyard 
patio, cottage deck 
or in the kitchen, 
one thing is for sure 
– our inclination to 
entertain at home 
is one pandemic-
driven trend that 
Canadians are 
continuing to 
embrace in 2022. 

Stylish
LA ROCHÈRE: Bee Drinkware

DIBBERN: Americano Tumblers

StylishSipping.indd   2 2022-05-25   1:13 PM

Continued on page 52

Discover Your Inner Chef 

www.fulfords.com • 888.666.6618
169 High Street, Southampton, ON • 519.483.8000
183 Goderich Street, Port Elgin, ON • 226.453.2225
874 2nd Ave East, Owen Sound, ON • 519.376.7729

Now       locations to Serve You! 3 

 Kitchenware 
 Gourmet Food 
 Small Appliances 

See our 
New Store in 
Port Elgin! 

Unique Des igns  •  Amish-made Furniture •  Modern Styles

519-897-8500
info@elegantstonehouse.ca

LOCALLY BUILT
IN ONTARIO

elegantstonehouse.ca
Visit our online store for a calm, elegant shopping experience!
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PITCHERS 
Whether used to serve cocktails, wine, infused 
water or mocktails, pitchers are another great 
way to add pizzazz. Christine, who carries 
various styles, including versions from La 
Rochère to match her shop’s glassware, says 
pitchers are hugely popular.

Andrea has seen a shift from classic 
decanters towards carafes and decanters that 
are “beautifully organic and fluid in shape. 
They feel great in the hand. They’re not heavy. 
They’re easy and beautiful to handle.” 

BEAUTIFUL 
OUTDOOR LIVING 
PIECES
If you want to take the party outside, think 
about adding some fresh pieces here too. 
“I do well with the picnic baskets, picnic 
blankets and all of that melamine serveware,” 
says Christine.

Acrylic pieces are also uber-hot this year. 
“We start to see people anticipate the summer 
months with a renewed interest in acrylic 
and shatter-free,” Andrea says. With acrylic, 
she also notes how much offerings such as 
stemware and tumblers have evolved. “The 
designs and shapes are so beautiful now!” 

Finally, Andrea says serving trays are 
another stylish must-have for outdoor living. 
“The ease of having that easy-to-wipe surface, 
whether with a tray that’s all acrylic or made 
of a lightweight wood, makes it very easy and 
portable. Especially if you’re loaded down 
with great drinks!”  OH

ACCESSORIES
Christine sees brisk demand for 
“more hardware accessories, 
like nicer drink spoons and bar 
towels.” Other popular choices, 
she says, include bottle stoppers, 
tablecloths, wine totes and 
coolers, bar trays and drink cubes.

MULTI-PURPOSE 
PIECES
Both retailers have also noticed a shift 
towards multi-functional glassware. 
Christine says many of her customers “want 
something that’s more all-purpose” – glasses 
for example, that work for wine but also 
for a cocktail.

Similarly, Andrea sees a trend towards 
universal wine glasses. “We’re seeing this 
regardless of whether people are oriented 
to red wine, white wine, sweet wine or 
champagne.” Her shop carries universal wine 

glasses by two makers, Jancis Robinson and 
Zalto. She says such pieces are “considered 
absolutely suitable for every type of wine 
or beverage, including sparkling wine 
and champagne.”

In addition, Andrea says lowballs, or 
double old-fashioned glasses, are trending 
– and again leveraged for versatility. “We’ve 
been fascinated to see that glasses of that 
shape and size are not only popular, of 
course, for water and cocktails, but even 
for wine.” In this category, she says both 
thin, lightweight glassware and heavier, 
more traditional pieces made of non-leaded 
crystal are popular.

RICHARD BRENDON: The Jancis Collection

ABBOTT: Glossy Trays in Teal

TWINE LIVING CO.:
Glacier Rock Cooling Stones

TWINE LIVING CO.:
White Geode Bottle Stopper

TWINE LIVING CO.:
Bumble Bee Stir Sticks

TWINE LIVING CO.:
Cooler Backpack

TWINE LIVING CO.:
Big Red Galvanized
Metal Tub

SOPHIE ALLPORT:
Cocktails Napkins

SOPHIE ALLPORT: Bees Picnic Bag, Melamine 
Dinnerware and Knitted Picnic Blanket

StylishSipping.indd   3 2022-05-25   1:13 PM

519.924.0025
valleyhomeimprovements.ca

Over the many years, of building decks to building homes,  
we’ve acquired the knowledge and skills to tackle  

any home renovation. Big or small.

Planning to renovate? Feeling overwhelmed?  
Aging and want to stay in your home?

Give us a call.  
We’ll be happy to sit down with you and discuss your options.

Residential Construction  •  Project Management
Kitchen & Bathrooms  •  Additions & Garages

Siding, Soffit & Fascia  •  Renovations & More  •  Aging at Home

All the expertise 
you need,

under one roof.

Valley_F20.indd   1 2020-09-30   6:54 PM

© 2022 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO® and Massey Ferguson® are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved.

masseyferguson.us

VISIT US TODAY. WE’LL 
HELP YOU FIND THE 
RIGHT MODEL FOR YOUR 
JOB. maplelanefarmservice.ca

9545 Conc 6N, Wellington North
Mount Forest, ON N0G 2L0

519.323.4289

Ready to move from that ride-around mower to a real working tractor? Step up to the Massey Ferguson® GC1700 Series, with 
the largest engine in its class, professional quality mowing deck - and two models that come with a front end loader and backhoe 
standard. See how this subcompact’s integrated loader joystick and quick on/off implements make every job easier and more fun.

COMPACT PERFORMANCE AT ITS BEST.
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1. TELESCOPE CASUAL FURNITURE: Value Market Umbrella in Cabana Classic  2. RECYCLED PATIO: Modern Muskoka Lounge Chair in 
Black  3. CRATE & BARREL: Liv Acrylic Drink Glass  4. CABANA COAST: Lakeview Cabana Daybed  5. CB2: Keelah Natural Rattan Hurricane 
Candle Holder  6. CB2: Cap Grey Cement Side Table  7. FIRE GARDEN: Tempest Torch  8. ZUO: Bilbao Hanging Chair Gray  9. RENWIL: 
Jedrek Side Table  10. MERCANA: Troi Vase  11. BRAFAB: Hillmond Dining Table Black  12. KETTAL: Net Dining Armchair  OH

RESORT
vibes

RECREATE THIS LOOK 
IN YOUR OWN HOME.

1

2 3 4
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7
6

8

9
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12

Customize chair f inish, rope and 
fabric colours to suit your space.

PHOTO: DEVON PASTORIUS  |  STYLING: JODI MASON OF URBANHOME
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WEDDINGS
Kimberley works with each bride to create 
a signature style and colour theme for the 
big day while considering likes, dislikes or 
allergies to create the perfect floral display. 
The store also has finishing touches for rent, 
including marquee letters, arches, vases and 
lanterns to complement the wedding venue. 
She also offers the option of custom orders 
of loose flowers for the bride who wants to 
create her own bouquet and centrepieces.

THE PLACE

Receiving a beautiful floral arrangement for any occasion always 
brings a smile. Kimberley Lewis, owner of Markdale Flowers, has 
been creating those arrangements for years. Kimberley is celebrating 
Markdale Flowers’ third anniversary, but she’s been in the floral 
and décor business for 10 years. Every lush plant and beautiful 
arrangement that leaves her store is a testimonial of her talent and 
dedication to providing customers with products that celebrate each 
client’s special moments.

Blooming
BEAUTIFUL

MEMORIAL TRIBUTES

Everlasting flowers and special 
requests that honour a loved one’s life 
are important at Markdale Flowers. 
Kimberley says it’s helpful to have 
an understanding of a person’s life 
and the information she gains from 
talking to family members is used to 
personalize floral tributes, adding 
items that represent a special hobby, 
career or event to tell their life story.

EXTRAS

If a customer wants the option of adding something 
significant or personal to a floral gift, there is a large 
selection of giftware, balloons, home décor items and 
indoor plants to make a thoughtful gift even more special.

Get There
56 Main St. W., Markdale
519.986.2721 | markdaleflorist.ca

PHOTOGRAPHY SARAH TACOMA

Kimberley Lewis
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130 Kincardine Hwy., Walkerton  |  519 507-1846  |  LuxuryWoodworking.ca

Luxury_SUM22.indd   1 2022-05-20   9:42 AM



WHY THE 
DRAW TO 
BLUE?
This incredibly adaptable colour is a 
“shape-shifter,” with a shade for every 
mood, making it a fixture in many 
different rooms, with varying results. 
Blue can range from energizing and 
relaxing to brooding, depending on its 
tone, temperature and vibrancy.

TRUE
BLUE

STORY PATTI WILSON 
PHOTOGRAPHY MIKE CHAJECKI  & JAMES C LEE

Is blue the new it colour? I 
say yes! This versatile hue 
comes in hundreds of shades 
and tones, from primary 
blue, barely-there baby blue, 
to Pantone’s 2022 colour of 
the year – a bold, purplish 
periwinkle. Indeed, there’s 
a variation of blue that goes 
with everything in every 
room. Here’s why blue is my 
go-to hue in much of my 
own design work and where 
to incorporate it in your 
own home. 

TrueBlue.indd   2 2022-05-20   10:45 AM

Continued on page 62

Come in for your

 

complimentary 
colour brochure.

1580 20th Street
Owen Sound
519.371.4207

GreyBrucePaint.com

OCTOBER MIST
CC-550

GreyBrucePaint_W21.indd   1 2022-01-12   10:28 AM

519-372-9216 
1580 20th St. E., Owen Sound

www.brubacherkitchens.ca

Brubacher_Sp20_rev.indd   1 2020-02-13   4:36 PM
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HOW TO 
“DO” BLUE
That all depends on your space, 
your intended vibe and the blue 
you’ll be using. But generally 
speaking, if blue is your dominant 
colour in the space, chances are 
it is a lighter, paler shade. In this 
case, blue acts as your backdrop, 
which you’ll liven up with a 
secondary colour and accent colour. Refer to the 60-30-10 rule 
when playing with colour proportion: 60 per cent of the space is 
reserved for the dominant hue, 30 per cent for the secondary and 
10 per cent for the accent, which is usually a bolder choice.

If blue is your secondary or accent colour (or both), chances 
are you’ve selected something a little more daring, more vibrant 
or darker. A feature wall, a bank of cabinets, furniture and 
accessories are all impactful ways to incorporate your selection 
into a more neutral aesthetic.

 
I’ve always enjoyed working with blues in my design work and in 
spite of the ever-changing trends I’ve seen come and go, this one 
seems to have endured them all with grace and a touch of drama. 
It remains at the forefront in 2022, inducing a sense of calm in a 
world that can get crazy at times. Try it out in your 
home and see what it can do for you.  OH

TEMPERATURE & MOOD
Blue is thought to be a cool colour 
and it often is – but not always. 
Cool blues have green undertones, 
while warm blues have purple ones, 
such as denim or slate, which boast 
earthy, organic characteristics 
and are subtly warm. The 
“temperature” of your blue can 
dramatically impact the overall 
ambience of the room.

A warm blue is the perfect 
choice for cosy spaces, such as a 
living room, family room or den, 
giving some wonderful depth and 
drama. These shades of blue have 
a warmth and intimacy to them, 
which are conducive to the intimate 
activities taking place in these areas 
of the home. Depending on the 
desired atmosphere in your space, 
consider a moody, navy blue.

Meanwhile, on the cool side of 
the colour spectrum, you’ll find 
greenish blues, such as aquamarine, 

turquoise and other ocean-inspired 
hues. The bathroom is the logical 
choice for these cool colours, 
inspiring a sense of calmness and 
relaxation. They also pair well with 
other bathroom staples such as 
mirror and polished chrome and 
complement crisp white casings, 
fixtures and floors. This classic 
palette boasts widespread appeal 
and for good reason. The look is 
fresh and clean, perfect for a spa-
inspired bathroom.

Beyond temperature, colour 
intensity can also influence the 
mood of your space. A saturated 
shade of blue will convey a very 
different look and feel than a faded 
version of the same. Barely-there 
blues act as palette-cleansers, 
which are essential for hectic 
lifestyles, delivering some 
much-needed serenity when it’s 
time to retreat.

Benjamin Moore 
Flint

Benjamin Moore 
Smoke

Benjamin Moore 
Palladian Blue

Farrow & Ball
Borrowed Light

Sherwin Williams
Sea Mariner

Sherwin Williams
Krypton

Patti Wilson, principal of award-winning Patti Wilson Design is known for creating stylish, 
thoughtfully curated, livable interiors.

TrueBlue.indd   3 2022-05-20   10:45 AM

HARDWOOD • CARPET • LAMINATE • VINYL • TILE 
LUXURY VINYL • CUSTOM WINDOW FASHIONS & SHUTTERS

873 10th St., Hanover, ON • 207 Durham St., Walkerton ON
cuneointeriors.com • 800.265.1172

DECORATING EXCELLENCE SINCE 1948

Photos for illustration purposes only. ©2022 Carpet One Floor & Home. All Rights Reserved.
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Nicole and her family moved into the yellow brick century home in Walkerton 
three years ago and with a little hard work and a whole lot of love, together 
they turned the old house into a home. And Nicole couldn’t be happier.

“It feels like home,” Nicole says, “which is weird, because we’ve only been 
here three years.”

Nicole and her family moved to Walkerton after her husband, Shawn, 
acquired the General Motors dealership in Hanover. They were living in Guelph 
at the time, where they spent 11 years in a new build, so when it came time to 
move, the Turners wanted something with a bit more character.

A house into a
HOME

STORY MADDIE JOHNSON
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

THEY SAY IT TAKES HANDS TO 
BUILD A HOUSE, BUT ONLY HEARTS 
CAN BUILD A HOME. FOR NICOLE 
TURNER, IT WAS A BIT OF BOTH. 

ABOVE: The impressive facade 
of the Turner home is original 
except for the rebuilt front porch 
completed by Troy’s Custom 
Design. Landscaping and sod 
were sourced through River’s 
Edge Garden and Landscaping 
Services. Superior Concrete 
Finishing Inc. poured the new front 
walkway and the driveway. LEFT: 
The preservation of the historic 
buildings in Walkerton, many made 
using the iconic yellow brick the 
area is known for, makes a tour 
through this town interesting and 
enjoyable.

Walls in the dining room were painted by Lockwood Painting 
with Benjamin Moore Wall Street Gray and trim in Chalk White. 
The “Home” sign was made by Nicole. Décor pieces were 
sourced at Luxus Dekor Inc.

ABOVE: Shawn, Gryphon holding Georgie, Cooper and Nicole Turner 
enjoy a summer day on the side porch. TOP LEFT: Cabinetry in the 
mudroom was built into an unused doorway and window. Flooring for 
this space was sourced and installed by Cuneo’s Carpet One Floor & 
Home. Much of the wood trim in the home, including the front foyer, 
has been left unpainted, showcasing a patina rich in history.Continued on page 66
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“The cookie cutter wasn’t me,” says Nicole. “I wanted 
something I could put my own stamp on.”

And the result is anything but cookie cutter.
The large century home sits tall on a quaint street and 

features high ceilings, high baseboards and a network of 
living spaces connected in a way true to its time. The minute 
Nicole walked into the old home she could see its potential.

The house was built in 1906 and Nicole believes her family 
is the fourth to call it home. A few months after they arrived, 
the granddaughter of the original owner came to visit, and as 
Nicole took her on a tour, the woman shared her memories, 
recalling what she could about the history of the old house 
and its original layout.

A lot of the original structure remains the same, except 
rooms that were once dark and dimly lit are now bright, 
warm and very welcoming. Lockwood Painting and Nicole 
painted almost all of the interior walls white. Nicole took on 
the restoration of the living room fireplace, uncovering the 
original brick, which she cleaned and repaired.

“I wanted a modern home, without changing out the wood 
features,” she says. And pretty much everything that has been 
refinished, Nicole did all by herself.

Lockwood Painting used 
Benjamin Moore Chalk White 
for the walls. The gas fireplace 
surround was painted Black, 
with the insert installed by 
Mid-West Refrigeration. The 
green sofa was found at Gray’s 
Auction Service Inc. OPPOSITE, 
TOP LEFT: The home office is 
in an alcove off the living room. 
The clocks on the wall display 
significant times and dates 
for the family. The walls were 
painted Benjamin Moore Wall 
Street Gray. TOP RIGHT: A 
large mirror over a sideboard 
in the dining room reflects 
sunlight from the window. The 
top of the sideboard makes a 
convenient bar. BOTTOM: A 
rotary dial phone from Nicole’s 
grandmother sits on a table 
refinished by Nicole.

Continued on page 68
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A bookkeeper by trade, 
Nicole also owns a small business 
with her sister Paula called The 
Pallet Sisters, where they build 
handcrafted and customized gifts, 
signs and home décor. 

“When I get inspired I build 
things,” Nicole laughs. “So I 
figured I had the knack to do 
some stuff myself.”

A perfect example of her 
creativity is the dog’s “bedroom” 
that Nicole crafted under the 
staircase. She got the idea while 
watching HGTV with her daughter 
one day and started working on 
it immediately. She customized 
the mini-room right down to 
the wallpaper and even included 
frames with photos of her dog 
and his friends.

Nicole also handmade the large 
wooden sign sitting in the dining 
room and sourced side tables from 
secondhand stores, which she 
refinished and painted herself.

“You have your ideas and slowly 
bring them to life, and that’s what I 
love about it,” says Nicole.

The second floor, accessed by 
the main staircase or one located 
at the back of the house behind the 
kitchen, features a split level with a 
second living area before it opens up 
to the three main bedrooms at the 
front of the house. Hidden behind 
what looks like a closet door is 
another staircase that leads to the 
third floor, which Nicole has turned 
into a guest area.

“YOU HAVE YOUR IDEAS 
AND SLOWLY BRING 
THEM TO LIFE, AND 
THAT’S WHAT I LOVE 
ABOUT IT.” –Nicole Turner

TOP LEFT: In the kitchen, the window 
over the sink opens to the rear mudroom. 
The tray on the island was made by 
Nicole. Updated windows for the home 
were installed by Candue Homes. FAR 
LEFT: An ingenious idea keeps food and 
dishes for the dog and cat off the floor in 
the kitchen. LEFT: Kitchen duties for the 
Turner household are displayed near one 
of the two doorways into the kitchen.

LEFT: Georgie the Yorkshire Terrier has a 
dream bedroom under the back stairway to 
the second floor. Nicole got the idea while 
watching HGTV and completed the project 
herself. ABOVE: Gryphon and Georgie 
come in the back door after playing outside. 
BELOW: The vanity in the primary en suite 
was refinished by Nicole. All paint for the 
home was sourced at Cuneo’s Carpet One 
Floor & Home. Plumbing projects were 
completed by Mid-West Refrigeration Ltd.

Continued on page 71
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The top floor also has its own living room with two additional 
bedrooms and tons of space and it is perfect for when Nicole’s large 
family comes to visit. Eventually, she says she would like to turn it 
into a primary suite.

Other elements of family are found throughout the five-bedroom 
house that really make it feel like a home, right down to an old 
ladder that Nicole’s grandfather used for work that now serves as a 
picture shelf at the top of the stairs. And because she comes from a 
large family and loves to entertain, one of the things she likes most 
is the size of the house. She says you can have 14 people in the house 
and not hear a thing.

“It isn’t open-concept but it doesn’t feel closed off, either,” she says.
Continued on page 72

RIGHT: The wainscotting 
in Cooper’s bedroom was 
added by Troy’s Custom 
Design and painted 50’s 
Pink by Benjamin Moore.
FAR RIGHT: A desk 
organizer hangs on the 
wainscotting in Cooper’s 
bedroom and helps to 
keep the homework and 
study area tidy.
BELOW: Gryphon’s 
bedroom is a shrine to 
hockey, the game he 
loves to play and watch. 
The dual aspect windows 
have curtain rods made of 
hockey sticks.

The wood detail on the front stairway in the home adds 
character. Empty picture frames add visual interest 
and the ladder at the top was purchased by Nicole’s 
grandfather when he first arrived in Canada from Italy 
and is now used to display family photos. Electrical for 
the home was handled by RKS Electrical (2015) Inc.

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2   |  7170  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

feature



There are also challenges that come 
with living in an old home, the biggest 
one being that Nicole says she never stops 
finding new projects to work on.

“Things are a lot more work than 
you would think and every day you see 
something else that needs to be fixed or 
touched up,” she laughs. Nicole says she 
has a running list, but she is trying not to 
work through it all too fast. 

While the home still has its original brick 
exterior, the front porch and large yard have 
been completely redone. A local man hand-
spun all of the spindles on both porches and 
the backyard features a collection of locally 
sourced and refinished elements. New 
garage doors were installed by Wm. Haws 
Overhead Garage Doors.

RIGHT: A crystal chandelier in the primary 
bedroom hangs over the king-size sleigh bed. 
The original wood floors gleam in the sunlight. 
BELOW LEFT: A door on the second floor opens 
to reveal a stairway to the third floor. Once up the 
stairs, visitors can enjoy this self-contained area. 
Deep plush carpet was sourced and installed by 
Cueno’s Carpet One Floor & Home. Trim and 
moulding were installed by Troy’s Custom Design. 
MIDDLE: A vintage desk on the third floor 
overlooks the seating area. RIGHT: A vintage 
typewriter in the office area on the main floor is a 
reminder of how technology has changed.

Continued on page 74

www.hawsdoors.com

Custom overhead garage door installations for your home or business.

W.M. Haws Overhead Garage Doors is committed to providing 
the highest quality garage door sales, products and services.

Request a quote today!
We look forward to 
working with you! 

531 Alfred St, Point Clark   

519-385-0148
Guelph - 519-763-4297

BeforeAfter

AfterBefore

Since 1985
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The pièce de résistance is a “BinZebo” that 
overlooks the pool at the back of the yard. The 
unique structure was built from a recycled grain 
bin and has been turned into an outdoor living 
space that has been wired for TV and features a 
handcrafted firepit from Freiburger Welding 
& Machine Shop Ltd. in Walkerton. HDTV 
and Electronics completed all of the outdoor 
wiring to the televisions and speakers and did 

some work inside as well.
The yard also features a pool bar that was 

installed by positioning a panel into the side 
of the garage that can slide up so they can have 
drinks by the pool.

“I like things that make us different, 
one-of-a-kind,” says Nicole. “I’m so happy 
how the home turned out. It is everything I 
pictured and more.”  OH

ABOVE: The BinZebo crafted by Weathered 
Design & Fabrication has been wired by HDTV and 
Electronics for a television. The fencing around 
the pool was installed by Green Acres Landscape 
& Fence. The pool is maintained by Byers Pools & 
Hot Tubs. Superior Concrete Finishing poured the 
pool deck and the base of the BinZebo. BELOW 
LEFT: Wm. Haws Overhead Garage Doors installed 
the rolltop bar window. Klassy Metal Art made the 
custom sign on the garage. Troy’s Custom Design 
supplied the live-edge bar counter. BELOW RIGHT: 
Georgie enjoys her personal chaise by the pool and 
the matching umbrella keeps her cool on hot days.

Concrete 
Foundations  

& Floors
 

Excavation 
Services 

 
Sidewalks 

& Driveways 
 

ICF Homes

Residential, 
commercial, 

& agricultural 

519.375.5439

TV that was 
made to live 
outdoors.

110 Jackson Street, South Walkerton  |  519 507-4388

Top quality paints, primers & stains
On-site airless spraying • Wallpaper removal & hanging 

Drywall repair • Staircase and trim finishing 

Reliable service since 2008

Interior & Exterior
Residential & Commercial

Grey Bruce & Simcoe Counties
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Should You
HIRE A DESIGNER?
TWO ONTARIO DESIGNERS TALK 
ABOUT THE POTENTIAL UPSIDES
STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE   |   ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

IF YOU’RE ABOUT TO SPEND BIG ON A RENO, MOVE INTO YOUR 
DREAM HOME OR DO A MAJOR REFRESH, YOU MIGHT BE WONDERING, 
“COULD AN INTERIOR DESIGNER HELP ME OUT HERE?” 

ShouldYouHireADesigner.indd   2 2022-04-28   10:24 AM

Continued on page 78

Custom Home Builder
Excavating | Foundations

Septic Installations
Certified Insulated Concrete Forms Installer

519-377-7217  |  519-377-7331

www.HighR.ca

The most  
energy efficient  

homes on the market.

Stockist & distributor of
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In the past, designers weren’t the go-to 
option for most homeowners, but things 
have really changed. According to 
IBISWorld statistics, Canada’s interior 
designers have seen steady market growth in 
the last five years. 

On the ground, Canadian designers 
confirm they’re seeing this trend. “The whole 
thing has changed,” says Ottawa-based 
Catherine Pulcine of CPI Interiors. “People 
are much more receptive to the idea that 
you would hire someone to help you.” In the 
business for 30 years, Catherine attributes 
the shift to several factors, notably TV home 
décor shows. “The whole HGTV thing really 
brought the realm of interior decorators and 
designers into peoples’ homes.”

Curious about working with a designer? 
Wondering how your project might benefit? 
We talked to Catherine in Ottawa and also 
to Brittany Zazula of London-based Ben & 
Britt at Home. Here are the benefits they say 
a good interior designer can bring: 

BETTER UTILIZATION 
OF YOUR SPACE 
First off, Catherine says, “An interior 
designer has a very different perspective on 
the space. And when someone is living in a 
space or they’ve had something for a while, 
they only see it for what it is, they don’t see 
it for what it could become.” A designer, 
says Catherine, can take your wants and 
figure out how to make a space work 
better for you. 

WELL-CHOSEN 
PRODUCTS AND 
MATERIALS
From contractors to furniture suppliers, 
designers have extensive contact lists, 
says Brittany, and can help clients make 
better purchasing decisions. “We know 
what’s good and what’s not.” And designers 
also factor in a client’s lifestyle, she adds. 
“What’s practical? Do they have kids? What 
furniture is going to hold up against stains? 
Do they have pets? It’s really about saving 
them in the long run on things they’re going 
to use, that are practical, functional and 
still beautiful.

NO COSTLY MISTAKES
Purchases for your home can involve 
significant costs, says Catherine. Leveraging 
a designer’s experience means you could 
prevent some expensive headaches. For 
example: “If you order a sofa and it doesn’t 
fit or it’s the wrong colour or you didn’t 
choose the right style, and you didn’t realize 
what size it was, chances are that you can’t 
return it. So now you’re stuck with it.” A 
professional, she adds, can help you steer 
clear and thereby save money in the long run.

LOWER STRESS LEVELS
With more comprehensive jobs requiring 
lots of big-budget, tricky, in-the-minute 
decisions, Brittany says, “It really mentally 
helps to have an interior designer – the 
amount of stress that it removes! I mean 
people don’t really realize how much stress 
they put on themselves.”

HELP WITH 
PAINT CHIP WOES
Anyone who’s struggled over umpteen 
swatches knows how difficult it is to choose 
paint colours that work. Yet a simple colour 
consult with a designer, says Catherine, can 
make all the difference to a project. “Most 
people think it’s such a simple thing. But 
the colour of the paint makes a dramatic 
difference to the overall impression and the 
feel of the space.” A professional, she says, 
can help you avoid colours that feel a bit “off” 
and create a space that feels put together. 

COHESION
Finally, says Brittany, “The biggest thing 
we can do is tie the project together, unlike 
when a homeowner spends years picking 
out one piece here, one piece there and it’s a 
hodgepodge.” And Brittany also often sees 
the opposite case. “There are so many times 
I go into clients’ homes and they have been 
sitting in an empty space for years. They 
can’t make decisions and don’t know where 
to start.” A professional can get clients to 
the finish line – completely and cohesively, 
she says. “And a finished space equals a 
happy space!”  OH

HERE ARE SOME TIPS FROM OUR 
DESIGNERS ON GETTING THE 
MOST FROM THE PROCESS:

Choose wisely – Check out 
potential interior designers’ 
credentials, portfolios and 
talk to previous clients.

Do your financial homework – 
Work out a budget for your 
project and understand how 
design costs will factor in. 
(Some designers charge hourly, 
some have flat fees, etc.)

Gather visuals – Use Pinterest, 
magazines, Instagram, etc. to 
relay your expectations and 
aesthetic preferences.

Communicate – Good 
communication throughout a 
project is key. Choose a designer 
you like working with, ensure 
all household members have 
their say upfront and keep the 
lines of communication open.

ShouldYouHireADesigner.indd   3 2022-04-28   10:24 AM
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SKILLED
trades

A skilled trade is a pathway towards a rewarding career. 
Meet an inspiring group of Grey/Bruce locals who are 
making a difference, learning their chosen trade and 

working for companies that support their chosen path 
through co-ops and apprenticeships.

QUALITY HOMES
Quality Homes is Ontario’s premier 
modular home and cottage builder. In 
their state-of-the-art indoor construction 
facility, over 3,500 homes and cottages 
across central and southwestern 
Ontario have been built. Quality 
Homes has been an ardent supporter 
of student co-op programs for more 
than 30 years and believe that skill 
development is best learned in the field 
under the close supervision of seasoned 
experts. The indoor building process 
offers a broad exposure to various 
trades in an environment of increased 
health and safety.

MEET TRINITY
Throughout high school I enjoyed shop 
classes and was encouraged by teachers 
to explore carpentry co-ops. Working at 
Quality Homes has been a very hands-
on education and I hope to follow this 
placement into an apprenticeship as a 
carpenter. I encourage other women to 
consider the trades for their career.

Trinity Cummings, 
Carpentry

Continued on page 82

PHOTOGRAPHY SARAH TACOMA
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MEET SHAWN
My father is a carpenter 
and growing up I would 
work with him. I learned a 
lot and really enjoyed our 
building projects. In high 
school I decided to pursue 
a career in the trades. I have 
worked at Valley Home 
Improvements for three 
years and this is the second 
year of my apprenticeship 
as a general carpenter. I was 
drawn to this trade because 
I get to see a new build 
or a renovation from the 
beginning and work towards 
it all coming together.

Shawn McAdam, 
Carpentry

VALLEY HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
At Valley Home Improvements we 
pride ourselves on providing excellent 
customer service to our clients. We 
help them with projects ranging 
from decks, interior and exterior 
renovations, additions and garages, all 
the way to custom homes. We support 
apprenticeship programs because our 
team can become licensed carpenters 
while learning firsthand on our 
jobsites as well as supplementing their 
knowledge with in-class training.

Coby Savoury, Refrigeration

MEET COBY
I started working for Sandy Hamilton Plumbing 
& Heating Inc. when I was 15. I was encouraged 
to work in many different divisions of the 
company, which has helped me to settle on an 
apprenticeship as a residential refrigeration 
technician. This position involves a variety of 
projects, different sites as well as planning. I feel 
what I do is integral to how people live and enjoy 
their homes and I am happy I can be a part of that.

SANDY HAMILTON 
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing & Heating Inc. is a local 
family-owned-and-operated company that gives quality 
service. We have been in business for 22 years and our team 
consists of TSSA gas technicians, oil-burner technicians, 
sheet-metal technicians, plumbers and apprentices. The 
apprenticeship program is a great way to train the next 
generation of workers and helps us prepare our business 
for the future. Our apprentices learn a much-needed skill 
set from our licensed technicians and journeymen and 
we gain hardworking employees who are willing to learn 
new skills. The program is a win for both the apprentice 
and the employer.

Continued on page 84
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MEET MITCH
My father is in the trades and he always encouraged me 
to find a trade that could be my career. I was fortunate 
to get a job as a general labourer at Candue Homes. 
Seeing all aspects of new-home building exposed 
me to all the trades involved in that process. I found 
carpentry to be interesting and varied and have begun 
my apprenticeship as a carpenter. After the home 
is framed, the carpentry crew and I back-frame the 
basement, showers, fireplaces and generally have the 
structure of the home ready for electrical, plumbing 
and HVAC to be installed.

CANDUE HOMES
Candue Homes prides itself on being 
a local, family-owned business with 
over 30 years’ experience in new-home 
construction. We believe each member 
of the Candue team is instrumental in 
the success of our business, therefore 
investing in our employees is a priority. 
It is important for us to develop the full 
potential of each individual and supporting 
apprentices is key in that fundamental 
growth. The success of our employees 
ensures our success and growth!

Mitch McNabb, 
Carpentry

Continued on page 86
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EASY  •  QUICK  •  EFFICIENT  •  PROFESSIONAL 
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As a leading Canadian insurance company, The Co-operators 
handles hundreds of thousands of home insurance policies for people 
just like you. Your Financial Advisor, David Miles, will make sure 
you are getting exactly what you need.

Protect your 
home and 
everything 
in it.

David Miles
Financial Advisor
(905) 332-1690
David_Miles@cooperators.ca
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Jordan Drewe, 
Carpentry

MEET JORDAN
I wasn’t sure if working in the trades was what 
I wanted to follow, but this co-op for the Flato 
Developments Inc. community in Dundalk has given 
me the chance to see the opportunities available in 
the trades. My job title is warranty technician, which 
involves finishing up little touch-ups and small repairs 
before a home is ready for sale or to be released 
to the homebuyers. This position is interesting 
and is developing my skills as a carpenter, which is 
the apprenticeship I am now completing through 
Georgian College.

FLATO 
DEVELOPMENTS INC.
Launched in 2005, Flato Developments Inc. is building 
communities across Southern Ontario. As community 
builders, our focus is creating and connecting 
neighborhoods we build. We strongly believe it is 
our responsibility to support the education, training 
and growth of the next generation. Building and 
development is a growing, vibrant industry in Ontario 
and we are proud to play our part.

Continued on page 88

OYAP is a School to Work program that opens the door for students to explore and 
work in apprenticeship occupations starting in Grade 11 or Grade 12 through the 
Cooperative Education program. The program is funded by the Government of Ontario.

The goals of OYAP are:

 • To provide students with the opportunity to start training in a skilled trade while completing the requirements for an    
  Ontario Secondary School Diploma.

 • To enable students to make the school to work transition by direct entry into apprenticeship training.

 • To provide employers with the opportunity to train the skilled workers they require.

 • To provide a viable solution to address the problem of skilled tradespeople shortages in general, and specifically the  
  lack of young people joining the trades.

Contact Dave Barrett at Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program
Bluewater District School Board and Bruce Grey Catholic District School Board

351 1st Avenue North Chesley, Ontario N0G 1L0    519-363-2014   |   1-800-661-7509

Live the skilled life.

OYAP.com  |  greybruceoyap.ca
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Joshua 
McDougall, 
Carpentry MEET JOSHUA

The Ontario Youth 
Apprenticeship program 
has given me the 
schooling, opportunity 
and funding to realize my 
dream of a career as a 
carpenter. Working with 
Aitken Custom Framing Inc. 
lets me see the building 
process from a foundation 
to our fast and interesting 
work creating the frame 
of a home. I have worked 
in areas where we frame 
several homes and after 
we have moved onto the 
next project, I get to drive 
by and see the stages of 
the build that take place 
after us. I like the fast pace 
of framing and appreciate 
the knowledge of my 
co-workers, who teach 
me something new every 
single day.

AITKEN CUSTOM 
FRAMING INC.
Aitken Custom Framing Inc. is a residential framing 
company. With the unprecedented growth in the new 
home industry in the Grey and Bruce region, we realize the 
importance of attracting the next generation to this trade. 
Our crews are skilled and experienced and are happy to train 
and encourage apprentices in this very rewarding career.

Continued on page 90

We specialize in ICF! 
(insulated concrete forms)

519.375.0771

custom homes    renovations    additions

Building peace of mind through dedication to quality...since 2003!

mike@universalbuilders.ca 
jennifer@universalbuilders.ca
universalbuilders.ca
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LANG’S PLUMBING 
& HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING LTD.
Lang’s Plumbing & Heating & Air Conditioning Ltd. has 
been in business for 59 years and operated by Donna and 
Gary Lang since 1996. We install water heaters, water 
softeners, reverse osmosis systems, well pumps, toilets and 
faucets. We provide plumbing services, everything from 
fixing a broken pipe to plumbing a new house. We are also 
experienced in heating, cooling and venting, installing new 
gas furnaces, fireplaces, heat pumps, air conditioners, heat 
recovery ventilation and repairs. We feel it is important for 
co-op students to experience the plumbing trade hands-on, 
gaining practical experience in areas that interest them. 
This training helps students prepare for the next stage, an 
apprenticeship in their chosen trade career, and eventually as 
a licensed plumber, gas technician or sheet metal installer.

MEET WILLIAM
After a presentation by OYAP (Ontario Youth Apprenticeship 
Program) at my high school, which showed us the many different 
trade careers, plumbing caught my interest. My three-month 
co-op at Lang’s Plumbing & Heating & Air Conditioning was 
very educational. While there I was working on new-home 
construction projects that involved the installation of toilets, 
shut-off values, water heaters and other common plumbing jobs. 
It gave me an extensive introduction and deepened my initial 
interest enough that I will take an apprenticeship in plumbing 
when I graduate from high school. I was considering university, 
but when I learned how I could work, learn and earn income at 
the same time as an apprentice, it was very appealing.

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

William Thomson, 
Plumbing

519•371•5152

MOBILE STORAGE POD CONTAINERS MAKE 
MOVING AND STORAGE EASY!

SOS Storage On Site provides clean, dry, secure moving and 
storage containers for residential, commercial, and industrial solutions! 

• Renovating
• De-cluttering
• Construction Job Storage

RENT OR BUY A 'SHIPPING CONTAINER' FROM 
SOS STORAGE ON SITE 

• Extra Warehouse Storage
• Events & Parties
• Retail Business Storage

SOS Storage On Site rents and sells premium quality new and used shipping containers. 
Whether for your home or business a shipping container is a simple 

and inexpensive way to get extra storage space. 

SOS
STORAGE ON SITE
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Kitchen lighting is so much more 
than just a bulb to illuminate dark 
corners. Yes, it must be practical, but 
it should also be artistic, inspiring 
and a focal point in the space. From a 
designer’s perspective, your lighting 
plan should integrate into the broader 
design with regards to functionality 
and aesthetics.

If you’ve engaged a designer for a 
kitchen renovation, communicate with 
them early on to ensure your goals for 
the space are baked into the overall 
plan. Here are some of my key items 
to note when lighting up your kitchen.

LIGHTING,
3 WAYS
In general, lighting falls into one of 
three categories: ambient lighting, 
task lighting and accent lighting.

1 Ambient light is the overall 
lighting in the room, 
commonly in the form of 

ceiling fixtures intended to illuminate 
the entire space. The kitchen 
demands brighter ambient lighting 
than you might otherwise opt for in a 
room like the den. In the kitchen, plan 
for more ambient light sources, such 
as pot lights that can be distributed 
evenly throughout, but have a 
minimal visual impact on the design. 

2Task lighting refers to focused 
lights that illuminate a specific 
area for a set purpose. As its 

name suggests, this type of lighting 
should correlate to your tasks, so 
I always evaluate the space based 
on my clients’ activities and their 
location. Some areas that typically 
require concentrated lighting include 
above the island, countertops, 
cooking areas, sink and kitchen 
table – areas that are commonly 
used to prepare and eat meals. Also 
consider your secondary uses of the 
space. If you use part of your kitchen 
as a pantry, office, homework area 
or for hobbies, ensure your lighting 
plan accommodates each pursuit 
and pastime.

LEVEL UP your
KITCHEN
LIGHTING

STORY JENNIFER 
BACKSTEIN
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THE LOOK
While each type of lighting has a distinct job to 
do, the opportunity to add style into a space 
should never be wasted! When choosing lighting 
for your kitchen, always consider its aesthetic 
impact in terms of colour, shape and finish. 

You’ll want to ensure your lighting fixtures 
stand out, but still complement the kitchen’s 
overall aesthetic. Is your space clean and 
contemporary? Then consider a more streamlined 
or minimal style of fixtures.

TIP: The technical side of your lighting is as 
important as its style. It always helps to have your 
fixture professionally mounted and be sure to 
consider the right height of each fixture within 
the context of the kitchen space. The general rule 
is to hang pendants three feet above a table or 
countertop or six feet above the floor.

As a final thought, consider your bulbs. Not only 
do they come in different intensities, they also 
come in different temperatures. A cool bulb is 
slightly blueish, while a warm bulb is yellowish. 

At the end of the day, have some fun with your 
lighting. Your lighting should make a statement 
while adding that stylish key ingredient to your 
kitchen design.  OH

3 Accent lighting is purely decorative 
and can be used to highlight 
notable features within your 

kitchen, or to act as focal points. For 
example, in-cabinet lighting can be a 
beautiful feature if you have glass cabinet 
doors, allowing you to highlight glassware, 
china or collections. Strategically placed 
wall sconces can draw attention to open 
shelving, frame the cooking area or 
highlight a beautiful backsplash. Even 
integrated appliance lighting can serve a 
function, while acting as an accent.

TIP: Task lighting and accent lighting should 
be on a separate switch from ambient 
lighting, allowing options for light and 
illumination in the kitchen. Remember to also 
add dimmers to easily adapt your lighting for 
your specific needs, whether it’s preparing a 
meal, dining, entertaining or any one of the 
other things you do in your kitchen.

Jennifer Backstein is the creative director and principal designer for Jennifer 
Backstein Interiors.
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Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Have us install a fireplace in your home. 
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KKevin and Jo-Ann Eccles 
have known each other all 
their lives, quite literally. 
Their fathers grew up on 
the same concession, just 
a mile apart, and were in 
each other’s weddings. 
The pair were born 21 
days apart and christened 
on the same day. “We’ve 
been married for 40 years 
and been in church for 63,” 
laughs Kevin. 

YEARS in the
      MakingSTORY 

RACHAEL HAVENS

PHOTOGRAPHY  
SANDY MACKAY

TOP LEFT: Kevin and Jo-Ann Eccles are passionate 
cribbage players and being dealt the perfect 
hand of cards deserves a toast. BOTTOM LEFT: 
DR Designs, Architectural Services & Consulting 
assisted the Eccleses on the design of the home. 
Stone from Shouldice Designer Stone is a mixture 
of Hampton and Norton Blend and was installed by 
Bross Masonry. Windows were sourced from Golden 
Windows Limited. Roofing was completed by Reilly’s 
Roofing Ltd. OPPOSITE: An antique rocking chair sits 
by the Mission-style front door under the protected 
front porch. Bright, cheery flowers and a lantern 
greet visitors.

Continued on page 98
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Don and Susan Tremble, owners of Candue 
Homes, have also been on the scene nearly 
as long, as Jo-Ann and Susan grew up going 
to school together. When the Eccleses sold 
their family home a few years ago, Don called 
Kevin and asked “so where are we building 
your new house?” The friends had joked about 
it for years, but Kevin says “the fact is, that if 
we were going to build a house, it was going 
to be Candue.” 

Candue has been building residential 
properties for about 35 years, now completing 
around 50 houses a year from custom homes 
to developments. There is a key team working 
alongside Don and Susan, including their 
sons Kevin and Jason who do accounting 
and excavating respectively. Don’s niece and 
nephew, Becky and Chad, have also come in 
as partners, making Candue a true family-
owned-and-operated business. 

OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: A reading nook for their 
grandchildren is tucked in a quiet corner near the 
entrance to the garage. Tile for the floor was sourced 
through House Rules Design Shop and installed 
by Gary Voisin Flooring Solutions. TOP RIGHT: A 
collection of books for every age is within easy reach 
of the reading nook. The binoculars help to view 
interesting birds that live on this forested property. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Kevin’s involvement in the dairy 
industry created his passion for collecting glass milk 
bottles, which are displayed in a glass-front cabinet 
on the lower level. BOTTOM RIGHT: The sliding 
barn door is a reminder of the Eccleses’ agricultural 
background and leads to the reading nook and the 
garage entrance.

FAR LEFT: Swivel chairs in 
the living room from Smitty’s 
Fine Furniture can face the 
fireplace or the action at the 
kitchen island. The great 
room walls are painted PPG 
Gray By Me, with trim in 
Eggshell. LEFT: Sidelights 
and a large window keep 
the front foyer bright 
and welcoming. Flooring 
is Twelve Oaks Vinyl in 
Bourbon Cask, installed by 
Kuglin Contracting. BELOW: 
A gift that Kevin received on 
an official tour to Korea that 
translates his name hangs 
over the propane fireplace. 
The Stressless leather lounge 
chair is from Smitty’s Fine 
Furniture.

Continued on page 101
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Kevin Eccles was raised on a dairy farm 
before turning to politics, serving as an elected 
official for 18 years, including Mayor of West 
Grey and Warden of Grey County. Farming 
gave him experience building barns and silos, 
but never a house. “Building didn’t scare me as 
long as it was something that housed livestock 
or machinery,” he jokes. A custom home was a 
different animal entirely.

First up was finding a property, which took 
nearly a year. Having always lived on secluded 
farm properties, moving to town wasn’t in 
the cards. “Jo-Ann was scared I would buy 
another farm and get back to farming,” Kevin 
admits. They settled for 2.5 acres in a new 
development in Grey County, not too far from 
family in Durham. 

ABOVE: Custom cabinetry for the kitchen was handled by 
Barzotti Woodworking Ltd. The perimeter white cabinets 
contrast with the walnut cabinets in the island. Appliances 
were sourced at MacDonald’s Furniture and Appliances. 
LEFT: Fresh basil, tomatoes and cucumber are washed for 
dinner. The window over the sink has a view to the rear 
of the 2.5-acre property. BELOW: The Old Barn supplied 
the Bianco Nuevo granite in the kitchen that was finished 
with a live-edge profile on the island. The backsplash tile 
was sourced from House Rules Design Shop. OPPOSITE: 
Jo-Ann found the industrial-style stools while strolling 
through MacDonald’s Furniture and Appliances.

Continued on page 103
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When it was time to design the home, the Eccleses turned to Darryl 
Regimbal of DR Designs, Architectural Services & Consulting. 
After a few meetings, a plan was in place and it was time to break 
ground. Less than a year after purchasing their lot, they moved in. 

Describing the style of the home is easy for Kevin, who says the goal 
was simply to make it “open and welcoming.” The door is always open 
for family and friends, who love to congregate around the large island 
that bridges the kitchen and great room. There is a wine cooler to one 
side of the island and a beer fridge to the other. “There might even be a 
bag of peanuts in one of the drawers,” Kevin quips. Continued on page 104

LEFT: Barzotti Woodworking Ltd. crafted the 
primary en suite vanity from maple finished in 
antique grey with black paste and topped with 
Suprano granite from The Old Barn. BELOW: 
The shower is curbless with glass subway tile 
from House Rules Design Shop. Plumbing for 
the home was completed by Pratt Plumbing 
& Heating. OPPOSITE, TOP: An accent wall 
in the primary bedroom was created with trim 
and paint. Light switches for the pendant lights 
are conveniently located by each side of the 
bed. Electrical for the home was installed by 
Dingwall Electric. BOTTOM LEFT: A collection 
of vases and a landscape painting are a focal 
point in the main-floor hallway. BOTTOM 
MIDDLE: A LOVE sign in the primary bedroom 
doubles as a shelf for cherished mementos. 
The spider plant enjoys the sunlight from the 
sliding doors to the rear deck and a hot tub. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The silver pocket watch is 
protected under a glass dome and belonged 
to Kevin’s great, great, great-grandfather.
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The countertop on the island has a unique live-
edge finish. This was a first for Reay Hunter of The 
Old Barn, who brought Kevin and Jo-Ann’s vision 
to life and exceeded their expectations. Kuglin 
Contracting, who did the flooring, was a key trade 
as well. “Scott Kuglin’s attention to detail is second 
to none,” Kevin says.

Ground Effects Landscapes completed the 
landscaping, including the lawn, berm, trees and 
flower beds, often in 33-degree heat. “They were 
absolutely fantastic,” Kevin reveals. “Jo-Ann and I are 
just elated with what they did.” Dingwall Electric 
wired the home. Don at Candue cannot praise all of 
the trades enough, either. “The majority of them have 
been with me a long time, many 15 years or more. 
They all take a lot of pride in their work, they always 
go over and above.” Continued on page 106

ABOVE: The vanity in 
the guest bathroom 
has double vessel sinks 
on Suprano granite 
from The Old Barn. The 
cabinet from Barzotti 
Woodworking Ltd. is 
finished with a musket 
brown stain and black 
paste. FAR LEFT: Kevin’s 
main-level office has a 
cribbage board and a 
collection of personalized 
pens from government 
officials Kevin has worked 
with. LEFT: The stairway 
to the lower level is from 
Century Stair Systems 
Inc. An open-caged 
pendant light hangs next 
to a wall painted PPG 
Gibraltar Gray.

Kevin’s Uncle 
Farquer Oliver was 
the leader of the 
Ontario Liberal 
Party and this 
was the chair 
he sat in during 
legislative sessions. 
It was given to him 
when he retired.

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Have us install a fireplace in your home. 

519-369-5051          homes@canduehomes.com          www.canduehomes.com

 Integrity  |  Diligence  |  Results

104  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

home & builder



A back deck, which just may be Kevin’s 
favourite spot, runs the entire length of the home. 
“I love the deck in the summertime, it faces to 
the east, so in the morning with the sun coming 
through the trees, I find myself thinking ‘that’s 
kind of taking my breath away.’ ” On chillier 
mornings, the sunrise can be enjoyed from the hot 
tub. Upon seeing this hot tub, Jo-Ann and Kevin’s 

young granddaughter Jane declared “I just love it 
here, it’s like a spa paradise!”

With two children and six grandchildren, 
family will always be top of mind for Kevin and 
Jo-Ann. They are looking forward to enjoying 
their new home with those they love most. Kevin 
reflects, “just as my little granddaughter said, this 
is paradise.”  OH

“I FIND 
MYSELF 
THINKING 
‘THAT’S 
KIND OF 
TAKING MY 
BREATH 
AWAY.’ ”
–Kevin Eccles

BELOW: The light from the sliding doors 
to the backyard make the leather chaise 
a comfortable spot to read a book. 
TOP LEFT: The lower-level family room 
is anchored by the propane fireplace 
installed by Kuglin Contracting and clad in 
Fusion Stone, Great Lakes Series in Fawn.  
TOP RIGHT: Press-back chairs surround 
a table ready for a fast-paced game of 
Crokinole. Built-in shelving holds puzzles, 
games and a small bar. RIGHT: The 
east-facing deck at the rear of the home 
can be accessed through the dining area 
and the primary bedroom. Ground Effects 
Landscapes planted trees, constructed a 
berm, created flower beds and seeded 
the lawn, making this property an escape 
for Kevin and Jo-Ann.

See warranty cert i cate for d
eta

ils
. 

PLUMBING, HEATING, A/C, GEOTHERMAL & WATER TREATMENT
Collingwood • Markdale • Owen Sound • Durham 

519-371-5815 • 519-986-3307 • 800-661-5796 • 519-369-1011
northern@sandyhamilton.ca

You can count on Heil® heating  
and cooling systems for 
quiet, energy-efficient  
and reliable performance, backed  
by outstanding warranties. 

Home comfort  
you can 
depend on.

Expert electricians turning your 
lighting dreams into reality.
Specializing in professional lighting 
layouts and quality service in the 
custom home industry since 1976.

Your Vision.  
Our Expertise.

519.323.4778 | dingwallelectric.ca
admin@dingwallelectric.ca

Reilly’s Roofing Ltd. 226.668.2045
reillysroofing.ca  |  reillysroofingltd@gmail.com

122455 Grey Road 5, Owen Sound

Serving Grey Bruce & The Surrounding Community For Residential, Commercial, Institutional & Industrial Roofing.

Maintaining your roof is the best way to keep you and your family comfortable and safe from the elements. However, if you do experience a leak or issue with your roof, don’t sweat it. Just call the team 
at Reilly’s Roofing Ltd for help! We have experience fixing and maintaining every type of roof on houses and cottages in the Owen Sound area. We offer fair pricing for our high-quality services!

Residential Roofing  •  Commercial Roofing  •  Industrial Roofing  •  Roof Repairs  •  Roof Replacement  •  Slope Roofs  •  Metal Roofs  •  Flat Roofs  •  Eavestrough  •  24/hour Emergency Repair

We Provide Affordable Roofing 
Services For Everyone

PREFERRED CONTRACTOR
50 YEAR NON-PRORATED WARRANTY!

Reilly’s Roofing is an independent contractor and is not an affiliate of Owens Corning Roofing and Asphalt, LLC 
or its affiliated companies.  © 2021 Owens Corning. All Right Reserved.
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We pride ourselves on offering the highest value  
on all the products we service & install.

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect, 
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Betty Ann Fawcett Account Executive
T: 519.986.2599  E: bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca

 SOURCE IT  SOURCE ITTHE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN GREY & BRUCE COUNTIES

GAIL R. SCHUETT –
MCINTEE REAL ESTATE 
SOUTHAMPTON/SAUBLE 
BEACH     
With thirteen years as a full-time 
Realtor in Saugeen Shores, Gail 
R. Schuett provides exceptional 
service to her clients in the Grey 
Bruce and surrounding area. 
Gail draws on her in-depth 
knowledge of the market and 
the highest ethical standards to 
protect clients and help them 
make well-informed decisions 
regarding the purchase or sale of 
a property.  

Gail delivers a comfortable, 
informed, worry-free transaction 
process and always strives to do 
her very best for her clients. She 
is well versed with many types 
of residential resale properties, 
vacant land, rural homes, and 
leased land cottages. She is no 
stranger to working with unique 
properties such as a mill pond, 
an island, and even a castle.  

For Gail, integrity and 
diligence is of primary 
importance. With this in mind, 
she ensures that every client is 
protected and receives unbiased 
guidance when seeking to make 
real estate visions come true. 

Whether you are a first-time 
buyer, someone experienced 
with the process, or simply have 
some real estate questions, 
come see why many clients 
repeatedly choose Gail for all 
their real estate needs! 
Gail R. Schuett
Sales Representative
519.377.7032
gails@bmts.com
mcintee.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 93)

ONTARIO YOUTH 
APPRENTICESHIP 
PROGRAM (OYAP)   
Did you know that all secondary 
schools in Grey and Bruce counties 
are equipped with tech shops? 

And did you know about the 
Ontario Youth Apprenticeship 
Program (OYAP), which is a 
co-operative education program 
offered in all secondary schools 
allowing for ‘real world’ hands-
on learning in skilled trades 
occupations, while students work 
towards their Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma?

Apprenticeship is a first-choice 
pathway to careers in the skilled 
trades offering a diverse range 
of career options in the Motive 
Power, Industrial, Service, and 
Construction sectors. 

OYAP works hard to dispel 
myths about careers in the skilled 
trades, and to ensure students 
understand apprenticeships are 
earned and not just given. The 
skilled trades are where STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) is applied every 
day, and students are encouraged 
to prepare now, while they are in 
secondary school, or be prepared 
to upgrade later. 

Businesses and industries that 
take co-op placements often see 
the high calibre of students during 
these placements, and offer to 
sponsor them as apprentices. 
OYAP is also able to register 
students as apprentices while 
still in secondary school, so that 
upon graduation, they will then 
continue their training as registered 
apprentices.
Please visit oyap.com to learn 
more about the OYAP and 
join us in inspiring the next 
generation of apprentices
(Please see ad on pg 87)

AIRTIGHT INSULATION 
SOLUTIONS 
Insulation is the hidden gem 
in every home that needs to 
be the correct product, correct 
R-Value and installed properly 
to be effective in our Canadian 
climate.

We proudly use Canadian-
made products and invest in 
state-of-the-art equipment 
to deliver them precisely to 
your site to assure that you are 
getting what you paid for.

With the high energy costs/
carbon taxes, we need to 
keep the heat in or out of our 
homes inexpensively. It starts 
with our insulation. Our clients 
often exceed building code 
requirements for their homes. 
Adding more insulation to your 
home reduces your carbon 
footprint. Also, our products 
are constantly being improved 
to reduce environmental 
impact. The materials use 
recycled products ie, recycled 
newspaper or plastics. 

Our pledge is to establish 
lasting relationships with our 
customers by exceeding their 
expectations and gaining 
their trust through exceptional 
performance. 
For a free estimate call  
519.377.0917
topinsulation.ca
(Please see ads on pg 43, 85)

HOME & COMMUNITY 
SUPPORT SERVICES  
GREY-BRUCE 
HCSS Grey-Bruce is a team 
of caring staff and volunteers 
who provide community-
based services that support 
independence and enhance 
quality of life for seniors, adults 
living with disabilities and their 
families. The variety of programs 
and services offered include: 

Transportation: for those who 
have difficulty accessing existing 
transportation.

Hot and Frozen Meals on 
Wheels: delivery of locally prepared 
nutritious and delicious meals.

Day Away: socialization, 
recreation, and caregiver respite.

Overnight Respite: providing 
caregivers with a scheduled break 
for 24-72 hours of respite.

Housekeeping: support for 
those living in their own homes 
and who need assistance with 
household chores.

Friendly Visiting: scheduled 
social visits and phone calls from a 
matched volunteer with common 
interests.

These programs support area 
seniors and adults living with 
disabilities to continue to live in 
their home, with family, and in their 
community.

Our programs and services 
are only partially funded through 
the Ministry of Health, thus we rely 
heavily upon charitable donations, 
over 100,000 volunteer hours 
annually, as well as community and 
corporate fundraising and grants.
For more information about 
receiving services, volunteering 
or making a donation please 
contact us at: Home & 
Community Support Services 
Grey-Bruce | 519.372.2091 
hcssgreybruce.com
(Please see ad on pg 49)

GEORGIAN BAY COUNTRY 
MARKET 
We’re your first stop on the 
Bruce Peninsula for quality 
baked goods, Ontario in-season 
produce, local meats and fish, 
unique artisan foods, preserves 
and jams, snacks, homemade 
fudge, ice cream, gluten-free 
goodies, garden supplies, 
campfire needs (and so much 
more!) 

New Name, New Owners! 
Formerly Solway’s Farm Market 
(and prior to that, Elliott’s), the 
market has been a favourite 
with tourists and locals for 
over 40 years. Open seven 
days a week, we’re located on 
Highway 6, just 2km north 
of Wiarton. Whether you’re 
here for the summer or the 
weekend, heading ‘to’ or ‘from’ 
the Chi-Cheemaun – we’re a 
convenient stop for quality foods 
and supplies. 

The on-site bakery delivers 
mouth-watering treats including 
cinnamon knots, butter tarts, 
pies, breads, biscuits and more. 
“Wow, it smells good in here!” 
is an oft-heard phrase. You’re 
welcome to relax by the pond 
and explore the displays which 
take us back to a simpler way  
of life. 

We encourage your 
suggestions for new products. 
We strive to source our foods 
within 100km, supporting local 
where possible, and we’re 
committed to wholesome food 
choices for you.
Follow or tag us on Instagram 
and Facebook. Stop in and say 
hello when you’re in the area. 
226.974.6797 
(Please see ad on pg 29)

LOCKWOOD PAINTING    
A perfect painting job can 
make any newly constructed 
home stand out from the rest 
of the crowd. A beautiful paint 
job makes for an unforgettable 
first impression and can inspire 
complete confidence in the 
overall building quality and value 
of a new home. Jeff Lockwood 
Painting Services has over a 
decade of experience with new 
home building projects. Jeff and 
his staff currently are providing 
priming, painting and staining 
services for upwards of forty 
newly constructed homes and 
renovation projects each and 
every year.

From spraying on the first 
coat of primer to applying the 
finish coat to the baseboards, 
Lockwood Painting can quickly 
finish a newly constructed home 
to completed perfection – 
always on schedule and always 
on budget. Their seasoned 
team of professional painters 
can completely finish upwards 
of over 1,000 square feet per 
day. They stand behind their 
workmanship and quality with a 
full satisfaction guarantee. They 
are available “on call” and at 
a “moment’s notice” for those 
important touch-ups for any 
warranty service calls. They have 
a large staff available to always 
provide a quick, high standard 
of service for all of their Home 
Builders and Renovator clients.   
Our pro painters are always 
ready to help you with all  
your painting needs. For  
more information contact  
Jeff Lockwood Painting 
Services at 519.372.3008  
or visit our website at  
lockwoodpainting.ca
(Please see ad on pg 75)
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Grey Highlands
FLESHERTON/MARKDALE 
HOME HARDWARE

Markdale and Flesherton  
Home Hardware for all your paint, 

plumbing, electrical, hardware, 
household and outdoor needs.   
Markdale now carrying a wide 

selection of safety footwear with the 
best brands at great prices.  
Come in and check out our  

new product lines.   
As always, our friendly staff  

are here to help.

Markdale  Flesherton
519.986.3011 519.924.2430
markdalehomehardware.ca  fleshertonhomehardware.ca

Flesherton & 
Markdale

ICE CREAM IS BACK!!!
Cones, Shakes & Smoothies
Hand dipped waffle cones

Made to order Subs & Sandwiches
Fresh Deli Salads 

Everything you need is here.
Grocery-Deli-Bakery and More!

Making life easier & healthier 
FOR YOU!

Open Daily 7:30 a.m.

Grey Road #13
Eugenia

519.924.3244

TOP O’THE ROCK

Your one
stop home
building and
improvement store. We carry 
lumber, insulation, plumbing, 
electrical, roofing, handtools, 
windows, doors, paint, cabinets, 
and countertops. 
Free delivery and estimates.

74 Lorne St., Markdale
519.986.2641

1.800.461.7093

CENTRE GREY 
BUILDING SUPPLIES

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED

CENTRE GREY 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED
Visit our Showroom: 

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm 
Sat. 7:30am - 4pm 

Closed Sunday

Mun of Grey_SUM22.indd   1 2022-05-30   1:46 PM

APPLIANCES
Macdonald’s Furniture & Appliances, 2
Schuett Furniture & Appliances, 55
Square Deal Neil’s TV & Appliances, 41

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Interior Motives, 23

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME  
TECHNOLOGY
HDTV and Electronics, 75

BUILDERS
Candue Homes, 105
Great Lakes Custom Homes, 17
Grey Bruce Builders Ltd., 49
High R Construction, 77
Miller’s Home Hardware Building  
	 Centre/Beaver Homes, 89
The Great Lakes Frame Company, 116
Universal Builders, 89
Valley Home Improvements, 53
Wiarton Design Centre div of  
	 Wiarton Home Building Centre, 95

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Allen’s Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 41
Centre Grey Building Supplies, 111
Flesherton/Markdale Home Hardware, 111
Miller’s Home Hardware Building  
	 Centre/Beaver Homes, 89
Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 13
Wiarton Design Centre div of  
	 Wiarton Home Building Centre, 47

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Brubacher Cabinets, 61
Luxury Woodworking, 58&59
Topnotch Furniture, 4&5

COUNTERTOPS
City Stone, 17
The Old Barn, 8&9

DRYWALL/PLASTER/STUCCO
Meg’s Drywall, 113

EDUCATION
Ontario Youth Apprenticeship  
	 Program (OYAP), 87, 109

MOVING & STORAGE
SOS Storage on Site, 91

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Wilson Solutions, 19

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Maxwell Garden Center, 47
The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 95, 105

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 6
Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor  
	 & Home, 6, 63
Fulfords Hardware Inc., 51
Grey Bruce Paint, 61
House Rules Design Shop, 95
Lockwood Painting, 75, 109
Martin’s Home Hardware, 6

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING  
& STAINING
Premier Industrial Painting, 113

ELECTRICAL
Dingwall Electric, 107

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
Stewart Haulage and Contracting, 13

FENCING/DECKS/GATES
Built Wright Fencing, 29
Postech Grey Bruce, 14
Precision Deck and Fence, 7

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE/INVESTING
Scotiabank – Global Wealth  
	 Management, 109
The Co-operators, 85

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Chantico Fireplace Gallery, 12
Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 109
The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 95, 105

FLOORING
Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor  
	 & Home, 6, 63
Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 13
South Bruce Flooring, 21

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Markdale Flowers, 27

FOOD & DRINK/RESTAURANTS/ 
CATERING/DELI
Georgian Bay Country Market, 29, 108
The Cook’s Cupboard, 51
Top of the Rock, 111

FOUNDATIONS
Cook Concrete, 75
Postech Grey Bruce, 14

FRAMING/SIDING/MILLWORK
Grey Bruce Builders Ltd., 49

FURNITURE & HOME DECOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Country Charm Mennonite Furniture, 11
Elegant Stone House, 51
Fulfords Hardware Inc., 51
Home Decor & More, 16
House Rules Design Shop, 95
Interior Motives, 23
Macdonald’s Furniture & Appliances, 2
Schuett Furniture & Appliances, 55
Smitty’s Fine Furniture, 115
The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 95, 105

PAVING/CEMENT/CONCRETE/ 
INTERLOCK
Cook Concrete, 75

PLUMBING
Dingwall Electric, 107
Ken Philp ClimateCare, 45
NuFlow Plumbing & Gas, 43
Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 109
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &  
	 Heating Inc., 107

REAL ESTATE
Chestnut Park, 15
Engel & Völkers – McGregor Hahne 
	  Group, 10
Re/Max Grey Bruce Realty Inc. – The  
	 Bruce Peninsula Real Estate Team, 79
Royal LePage RCR Realty –  
	 Scott Crowther, 77
Sutton Sound Realty Inc. – Krista Gill,  
	 Conrad Brubacher, 3
Wilfred McIntee & Co. Ltd. –  
	 Gail R. Schuett, 93, 108

Topnotch Furniture, 4&5
Unique Pieces, 27
Wiarton Design Centre div of  
	 Wiarton Home Building Centre, 47

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES
Maxwell Garden Center, 47

GEOTHERMAL
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &  
	 Heating Inc., 107

HEATING & COOLING
Ken Philp ClimateCare, 45
Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 109
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &  
	 Heating Inc., 107

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Great Lakes Custom Homes, 17
Valley Home Improvements, 53

INSULATION
Airtight Insulation Solutions, 43, 85, 108
High R Construction, 77

INTERIOR DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Cottage Country Designs, 22
Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor  
	 & Home, 6, 63
Fulfords Hardware Inc., 51
Home Town Design, 41
House Rules Design Shop, 95

KITCHEN & BATH
Brubacher Cabinets, 61
Fulfords Hardware Inc., 51
House Rules Design Shop, 95
Luxury Woodworking, 58&59
Wiarton Design Centre div of  
	 Wiarton Home Building Centre, 47

KITCHENWARE/RESTAURANT SUPPLY
The Cook’s Cupboard, 51

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
McDonald Crilly Landscaping  
	 & Grading, 27

MACHINERY/SMALL EQUIPMENT/
FARM SUPPLIES
Equipment Ontario, 91
Maple Lane Farm Service, 53

RECYCLING/WASTE MANAGEMENT
WOW Waste on Wheels, 85

ROOFING
Reilly’s Roofing, 107

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
Home Community Support Services  
	 Grey Bruce, 49, 108

STONE PRODUCTS/VENEER
West Shore Stone and Brick Inc., 43

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Budget Blinds of Owen Sound, 27
Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor  
	 & Home, 6, 63
Martin’s Home Hardware, 6
Sunset Blinds, 45

WINDOWS & DOORS
Desboro Doors, 93
Wm. Haws Overhead Garage Doors, 73

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.
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Instructions
To make the dressing, 
combine all ingredients 
in a small blender or 
whisk together in a bowl 
until smooth. 

Add salad ingredients to a 
large bowl. Pour dressing 
onto the salad and toss. 

Serve with your protein of 
choice for a full meal!  OH

THAI
Crunch
SALAD

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS THAI-INSPIRED CRUNCH SALAD 
IS SO EASY TO MAKE. PACK IT UP 

FOR YOUR NEXT OUTDOOR SUMMER 
PARTY OR PICNIC.

SALAD 

2 cups cabbage, shredded

1 cup carrots, shredded  

1 red pepper, thinly sliced  

2 cups black kale, shredded 

½ cup peanuts, roasted 

Handful cilantro 

3 green onions, thinly sliced  

THAI PEANUT DRESSING 

¼ cup peanut butter 

3 Tbsp rice vinegar 

2 Tbsp honey 

2 Tbsp soy sauce 

1 tsp sesame oil 

2 cloves garlic, minced

Pinch of red chili flakes 

Ingredients
(Serves 4)

ThaiCrunchSalad.indd   2 2022-04-25   12:15 PM

Media Blasting | Staining
Sealing | Painting  

Call us today for a free estimate!
Office:  519.506.3735
 Cell: 226.668.5918

premier@wightman.ca
premierindustrialpainting.ca

Premier
Industrial 
Painting

Epoxy Floors - Residential,
Commercial & Industrial

LOG HOME REFINISHING

DRIVEWAY CLEANING & SEALING

EPOXY FLOORS

Meghan Robertson
megsdrywall@gmail.com 

519-270-6378

DRYWALL
2021 Columbia Tools Brand Ambassador

new residential construction   |   renovation   |   textured ceiling removal   |   fully insured

Owned and operated by
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11

1. RENWIL: Bruno Bookends  2. RENWIL: Teano 
Side Table & Magazine Holder  3. INDIGO: A4 
Spiral Notebook in Terrazzo Blush  4. GEON TILE: 
Assorted Terrazzo Tile  5. SURYA: Terra Pillow  
6. RENWIL: Castelo Pillow  7. S’WELL: Pink 
Terrazzo Takeaway Mug  8. IH CASADÉCOR: 9.5” 
Cutting Board Shape Ceramic Trivet  9. SIMONS: 
Concrete Disc Hook  10. NUEVO: Nani Sconce in 
Bubble Gum Terrazzo  11. CRATE & KIDS: Terrazzo 
Toddler Bedding  12. SUGARHOUSE CERAMIC 
CO.: Hand-Painted Terrazzo Mug in Speckle  
13. STYLE IN FORM: Anthology Honeycomb 
Coasters  14. MADE GOODS: Janison Tray Set 
in White Mop Terrazzo  15. ABBOTT: Luncheon 
Terrazzo Napkins  16. SIMONS: Terrazzo-Print 
Shower Curtain  17. SIMONS: Terrazzo-Print Bath 
Mat  18. SIMONS: Terrazzo Printed Accessories  OH

Terrazzo is back in all 
shapes and colours. 
And it’s not just for 
floors, walls and 
counters. The terrazzo 
look is everywhere 
and we’ve found some 
fun ways to introduce 
this look at home.
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Style

SpeckledStyle.indd   2 2022-04-26   2:57 PM

smittysfurniture.com
170 3rd Street Hanover
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