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Furniture & Appliances

Meaford Krista Gill
800-265-3172 Sales Representative

macdonaldsfurniture.com
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: - Whether you

are looking for a
home to cozy up
inside, or prefer
the outdoors, let
Krista & Conrad’s
experience
work for you.

KRISTA & CONRAD
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www.KristaGill.com

Sutwu, Conrad Brubacher

Sales Representative
Sound Realty Inc., Brokerage
Locally Owned & Independently Operated
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1 km North of Hwy 87, Gorrie manufacturers of fine furniture

519. 335 3213 o] f) topnotchfurmture com

89446 Fordwich Line




CHANTIGCO

REPLACES

Chantico Gallery Chantico Countryside  Stu’s Stove Shoppe - chantico
209784 Hwy 26 158185 7th Line 6 Ashfield, Huron Townline
Blue Mountains, ON Meaford, ON Kincardine, ON
705.445.9688 519.538.4112 519.395.0740

ChanticoFireplaces.com
SALES . INSTALLATIONS . SERVICE
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Annan, ON
Presented at $3,950,000

Elegant 3.6 acre estate on
300+ feet of waterfront.
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Meaford, ON West Grey, ON Georgian Bluffs, ON
Presented at $1,950,000 Presented at $2,295,000 Presented at $1,325,000
Modern four-season lake Gorgeous timber-frame Custom bungalow with
house on Georgian Bay. home with a pond on 4.6 sophisticated touches steps

acres. from the Bay.

At the McGREGOR HAHNE GROUP, we have a reputation for delivering
exceptional service and possessing unrivalled expertise of the Grey Bruce and
the Southern Georgian Bay real estate markets. We personally have our hands
on every aspect of your purchase or sale. We take care of the details so that you
can make memories in the home you love.

LETITIA BALDAUF,
Sales Representative,
MBA Luxury Brand Management

Sales Representative, Certified International Real Estate Specialist,

JAMES MCGREGOR, MAX HAHNE, Broker,
International Property Specialist | Resort and Second-Home Property Specialist

ENGEL & VOLKERS'

Collingwood, 321 Hurontario Street MCGREGOR HAHNE GROUP

Muskoka, 107 Maple Street, Port Carling
Owen Sound, 891 2nd Avenue

TORONTO - BLUE MOUNTAINS - MUSKOKA - GREY BRUCE

Engel and Vélkers Toronto Central, Brokerage
Each Brokerage independently owned and operated

CONTACT:
Direct +647-351-3351
mcgregorhahnegroup@evrealestate.com

MCGREGORHAHNEGROUP.EVREALESTATE.COM
GEORGIANBAYLIFE.COM
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POLISHED STONE CREATIONS

is your local source for custom Granite, Marble and
Quartz countertops. As a family owned and operated
business, we are committed to providing quality
workmanship and customer satisfaction. Bring us your
ideas and our friendly staff will help make your vision
happen. Natural stone is a beautiful and durable way
to personalize your dream kitchen or bathroom.

Colour and material selection can be done on-site
from our stock of 40 Granite colours. We also offer
our customers a wide selection of Quartz surfacing
including Hanstone, Caeserstone and Silestone. Or
choose from a large selection of Granite remnants that
can be used for vanities, fireplace surrounds, accent
pieces or just about anything else you can imagine.

To help make The Old Barn a one stop shop, we offer a
full line of stainless steel kitchen sinks, porcelain vanity
sinks and faucets from Bristol Sinks.

Come visit us today!

Your local source for
Granite, Marble
& Quartz Countertops

/@m

of busirfes€ excellence!
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173480 Mulock Road (between Durham & Hanover)
519.369.1710

theoldbarngranite.ca




UNMATCHABLE

When you find the perfect colour, nothing else will do. Perfection comes from our paint and

“our proprietary Gennex® colour""nts together, creating results that are breathtaking
e]s mium quality and Gennex Colour Technology,

Rely mﬁgnjamln Moore® fj
sting colours, all 3,500 of them, one-of-a-kind.
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Unmatchable.

WALL: Shadow 2117-30,
Aura® Matte

I 3 _
HANOVER Cuneo’sgiérpet One Floor & Home
873 10th St|519.364.1303 | cuneointeriors.com

SOUTHAMPTON Martin's Home Hardware
236 High St|519.797.3645 | martins.ca

WALKERTON Cuneo Interiors
207 Durham Rd E | 519.881.2170 | cuneointeriors.com

A

Benjamin Moore

©2020 Benjamin Moore & Co. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.
Colour accuracy is ensured only when tinted in quality Benjamin Moore® paints. Colour representations may differ slightly from actual paint. 6/20

Stone & Brick for New Homes & Renovations
Thin Stone Veneers | Mulch (pulk & bagged)
Topsoil/Aggregates | Steps/Flagstones/Rockery
Fire Pit Kits | Paving & Patio Stones
Landscape & Masonry Products
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PLUMBING AND HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING - WATER SYSTEMS * FIREPLACES

519-369-3411

We pride ourselves on offering the highest value
on all the products we service & install.

Concerned about your
financial future?

A second opinion could help.

For a limited time, contact me for a complimentary
second opinion and receive a $100 gift!

Some conditions apply”.

Contact me today to get started.

Betty Anne Knight, CFP
Investment Specialist

and Financial Planner
519.386.4052

bettyanne knight@scotiabank.com

Scotiabank.

* To redeem for this offer you must present this advertisement upon completion of your financial review conversation
with a Scotiabank Investment Specialist on or before December 31, 2022. Upon completion of the review, you
will receive a special offer code and a reward code to redeem from your choice of Ultimate Dining® E-Promo
Card, Indigo® E-Gift Card, Esso and Mobil™ E-Gift Card or Hudson's Bay E-Gift Card at www.scotiabank.com/reviewreward. A
valid email address is required in order to receive the E-Promo or E-Gift Card. E-Promo Cards are valid for 90 days after activation.
E-Gift Cards do not expire. No purchase required. Maximum one offer per customer. Offer is non-transferable and cannot be
duplicated. © Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotiabank includes The Bank of Nova
Scotia and its subsidiaries and affiliates, including Scotia  Securities Inc. As used in this  document,
“Investment ~ Specialist and ~ Financial Planner”, ~“Investment Specialist’ and “Financial Planner and Investment
Specialist” refers to a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a Group Savings Plan Dealer
Representative who is also registered in the category of Financial Planner. Scotia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund
Dealers Association. * All other trademarks are the property of the respective owner(s). Trademark owners are not affiliated,
sponsoring or endorsing this offer or any Scotiabank products or services.

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect,
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Betty Ann Fawcett Account Executive
T: 519.986.2599 E: bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca
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OUR HOMES Grey & Bruce Counties is published four times a year.
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Specialized in Manufacturing & Installing
Quartz & Granite countertops

Hwy #26 Thornbury | 519-599-7300
citystone.com



editor’s note
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WHEN | TRAVEL THE ROADS of Grey and Bruce

counties to gather the photos and information from local
businesses that are featured within these pages, my trusty
sidekick is Sarah Tacoma, a wonderful local photographer. We
have had many enjoyable journeys and fact-learning moments
with the local entrepreneurs we meet. One of my favorite
questions is “how did the business start?” There have been
interesting and motivating answers, many centreing around a
pursuit that blossomed into a business.

Sarah has a deep passion for natural cures for her
family’s colds, cuts and bug bites; a passion that became
abusiness called Bloem Botanicals. I am a big fan of the
Kalmeren Salve that stops the itch from a bug bite faster than
anything I have used.

Was Sarah inspired by all the interesting stories we listen
to on our travels for the magazine to launch her business? 1
haver't had the chance to ask her my favourite question, but
her interest in taking care of her family in the most natural way
and believing in the products she is producing has propelled
her to take that first step in building a business. After listening
to many stories over the years, she is well aware of the hard
work and ups and downs that are a part of owning your own
business. But the rewards of creating products and services that
help customers is immeasurable.

In this issue, our Spotlight is about Fulfords Kitchenware
Bathware Hardware, a family-owned business that started 90
years ago. It has adapted over the years and their new store
highlights the family’s drive and direction. One of our home
features tells the entrepreneurial story of two sisters who
have turned a century home in Markdale into a beautiful
Bed & Breakfast.

I hope Saral’s business is a huge success and I celebrate her
drive and passion as I do all the businesses we feature.

Wishing you happy holidays and a wonderful new year!

S VRN kkjk{:““-\[*";x

Sara Martin, Managing Editor
sard.martin@ourhomes.ca

Follow us 0 @

Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

m Get more at ourhomes.ca

DIVISION OF BERNIE MCGLYNN LUMBER LTD.
~ — R -_—.n\i_;-.;_-'-_;_'

1563 Hwy. 9, Mildmay
southbruceflooring.com 519-367-3215
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ON THE COVER

Pops of red and green in this stylish
white kitchen signal the beginning of
the holiday season. Story, page 32.
Photography by Sandy MacKay.
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LOCAL FEATURES

Style Picks Delightful items to
bring warmth to your home and life.

Feature French-country style meets
modern farmhouse on the Chantry Island
Cham-bettes Christmas Tour of Homes.

Spotlight The Cook’s Cupboard stocks
the best selection of kitchenware at its
newest location in Port Elgin.

Feature Home A young family with a love
of the outdoors finds a home nestled on
the Niagara Escarpment.

People & Places Help is here when you
need it from these local businesses.

Home & Designer A boutique inn
opens in a newly renovated heritage
home in Markdale.

WILSON
SOLUTIONS

Contact us for a free estimate.
We'll create a 3D model to
help visualize the end result.

P 519.369.8225
info@wilsonsolutions.ca
wilsonsolutions.ca

TOWU

WHOME EXTRAS

S P"E C I A LI STS

Closets & Garages - Blinds & Shades - Epoxy & Modular Flooring - Seasonal Spaces
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Your deck is an extension of your living space

\ S . 3 3 i i §
! ! 1 1 4 \ A . ' i ...a place to unwind and entertain.
{(1 l } l ! ! I 1 ” ] .. Precision Deck and Fence

is here to make your
dream outdoor living space a reality.

Whether it’s off the entrance
or at the water’s edge, together we can
create your perfect outdoor retreat.
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www.precisiondeckandfence.ca

519.377.8130
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STARTING OFF

ON A SOLID FOUNDATION

FOR EFFICIENT FOUNDATIONS
THAT MEET THE HIGHEST ENGINEERING
STANDARDS IN THE INDUSTRY.

CONTACT US NOW

919-924-0050

postechpiles.com

FEW THINGS ARE MORE
WELCOMING IN A HOME
THAN A FIREPLACE.

What was once a necessity for the
daily functioning of a household
(heating, cooking, baking, boiling
water, etc.) has become somewhat
redundant with advances in
mechanical systems. However,

it is difficult to substitute the
sensory experience of the warm
glow, flickers and crackles of an
authentic wood-burning fireplace.
The hearth remains the centre

of a home and is a hallmark

of emotional comfort to the
human psyche.

Whether renovating or building
new, installing a fireplace (wood
burning, gas or even electric)
creates a natural focal point and
gathering place. The ideal location
is logically within a common area,
but it is also nice to view and
enjoy the fireplace from adjoining
spaces, such as the kitchen. The
location of the chimney and
venting requirements may dictate
placement.

Many argue that the heat
from a wood-burning fireplace is
unrivalled, but it also comes with
a certain level of commitment.

GATHER
"ROUND

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens
shares her ideas.

Firstly, you need to cut or purchase
a supply of seasoned firewood
and have a place to stack and
store it that is protected from the
elements, such as an outdoor
storage shelter or attached
garage. You also need a storage
rack or containment unit inside
that can hold a supply for a day or
two. Although there are endless
images of beautifully curated
stacks of firewood inside homes,
the reality is quite different!
Firewood is messy —and so is

the process of emptying and
disposing of the ashes. Chimney
cleaning and maintenance are
also a must. However, an often-
overlooked benefit of a wood-
burning unit is the opportunity

to slow down and create a daily
ritual of getting the fire going in
the late afternoon or early evening
during the colder months - a
good excuse to take a moment of
repose while you do it!

There are parameters
regarding the appropriate
clearances of various units
from combustible materials,
often making the footprint of a
wood-burning stove or fireplace
considerably larger than a gas
fireplace (and much more than

20 | ourhomes HOLIDAY/WINTER 2022/23

electric). For wood burning
and gas stoves, there are also
requirements for the surround to
be faced with non-combustible
materials, including honed natural
stone, slate, porcelain tile and
metal. Always plan ahead and
work with a professional to ensure
you can accommodate the unit of
your choice.

One obvious advantage of
a wood-burning unit is that it
provides a heat source in the
event of a power outage, which
can offer peace of mind. This
isn't always the case with a gas
unit. However, for day to day, a
gas stove provides heat at the
touch of a button and doesn’t
require cleaning or managing of
wood. Just be sure to select a unit
with realistic-looking logs. The
temperature of a gas or electric
unit is set with a thermostat and
is much easier to regulate than a
wood-burning stove.

Traditionally, an authentic
chimney breast will extend from
the floor to the ceiling (avoid
stopping it above the firebox).
Balance the chimney breast in the
space, while keeping the centre
bay the widest/largest. If installing
a gas or electric fireplace that is
horizontal in proportions (wider
than it is tall), ensure that it is
raised off the floor. The design of
the fire surround should take into
consideration the scale of the unit,
the chimney breast and overall
space to ensure the proportions

OSBURN: Duplex
Fireplace Tool Setand
Equiss Freestanding
Log Holder

are harmonious. The design of
the mantel and surround will be
affected by the unit you select,
as manufacturers provide specific
dimensions regarding clearances.

Even though the iconic
and substantial traditional
masonry chimneys are no longer
commonplace (a lovely addition
to a new build - albeit costly!), it is
still important to be sympathetic
to traditional architectural design
if you're installing a wood or
gas fireplace. If you can afford a
chimney, be generous and make
it look as authentic as possible
by cladding the exterior in brick
or stone and using traditional
proportions.

Always consult a professional
when installing any type of
fireplace. Also, check with
your insurance company about
extending coverage. OH

Get the look you’ve

wanled,

home decor
interior decorating
Canadian-made furniture
custom drapery & bedding

Don’t see what you’re looking for?
we’ll try to find it for you.

4946 Bruce Rd.3, Port Elgin
(between Burgoyne & Southampton)

519.386.8182

interiormotivesandco@gmail.com
interiormotivesandcompany.com



style picks

INSIDE
Style

CREATE COSY AT
HOME FROM TOP
TO BOTTOM.
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MILLER’'S HOME HARDWARE BUILDING CENTRE

Light Fixture

The dramatic silhouette of this oversize pendant
makes a statement wherever it hangs. Double the
impression by hanging two or three in a row over a
kitchen island or dining table and let it illuminate all
the fun below.

900 Main St., Sauble Beach
519.422.2424 | millershbc.com | homehardware.ca

INTERIOR MOTIVES & CO.

Baskets

These baskets are just waiting to grace a table

or ottoman. Use them to serve cheese or bread
for the holidays. They make a perfect base for a
décor vignette or as a tray for breakfast in bed on
Christmas morning.

4946 Bruce Rd. 3, Port Elgin
519.386.8182 | interiormotivesandcompany.com

CHANTICO FIREPLACES

Rumford Fireplace

The design of the Rumford firebox and its curved
throat create a strong draft that makes a fire easy to
start with no smoke. Its guillotine glass door and fire
screen make putting wood on the fire easy as well.
Now sit back and enjoy the flames.

6 Ashfield Huron Rd., Kincardine
519.395.0740 | chanticofireplaces.com

ELEGANT STONE HOUSE

Bar Chair

The Oliver is a comfortable and stylish addition to
your island or bar counter. It can be ordered in 24, 26
and 30-inch heights as well as a dining chair. Pick a
fabric, vinyl or leather cushion and customize to suit
any décor.

519.897.8500 | elegantstonehouse.ca

CUNEO’S CARPET ONE FLOOR & HOME

Rug

From the Taos Collection, the Mesa is made in
Turkey. Its mix of grey tones creates a muted abstract
pattern. Available in seven sizes for every room of
your home.

873 10th St., Hanover
519.364.1303 | cuneointeriorscarpetonehanover.com

COUNTRY CHARM

Credenza

This artisan piece highlights the full glory of the
maple wood it is made from. With a live-edge
frame surrounding three solid panel doors, this
credenza is a showstopper for the front hall, dining
or living room.

317680 Hwy. 6 & 10, Owen Sound
519.376.4434 | ccharm.com
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Continued on page 24
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style picks

Jack Pine
692

Cinnamon Slate
2113-40

Edgecomb Gray

Black Bean Soup
2130-10
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HOUSE RULES DESIGN SHOP

Artwork

This winter-themed framed canvas art will give
any space a cosy feel. With its neutral colours and
calming atmosphere, it's sure to fit into any room,
adding some Christmas spirit.

341152 Grey Rd. 28, Hanover
226.434.1234 | houserulesdesign.com

GREY BRUCE PAINT & DECOR

Cosy Colours

Add paint colour to the walls, ceiling or cabinetry
and wrap yourself in the warm comfort that brings
happiness every time you come in from the cold.
Jack Pine, Cinnamon Slate, Edgecomb Gray

and Black Bean Soup will delight with nuance

and depth.

1580 20th St. E., Owen Sound
519.371.4207 | greybrucepaint.com

SMITTY'S FINE FURNITURE

Bed

Enjoy sweet dreams on this solid maple Beacon
bed. It's available in other stains and with
coordinating dresser and side tables for the
ideal bedroom suite.

170 3rd St., Hanover
519.364.3800 | smittysfurniture.com OH

LOCALLY BUILT
IN ONTARIO

STONE// HOUSE 519-897-8500

info@elegantstonehouse.ca

Unique Designs Amish-made Furniture * Modern S’cyles

Log Home Refinishing

Epoxy Floors - Residential, Commercial & Industrial
Media Blasting | Staining | Sealing | Painting

Call us today for a free estimate!
Office: 519.506.3735 | Cell: 226.668.5918
premier@wightman.ca
premierindustrialpainting.ca

| DESIGN |

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN FIRM
kate@hometowndesignco  226-256-8280 hometowndesign.co

B BUDGET
B BLINDS

Style and service for every budget.’

Call Linda Urbshott for your free
in-home consultation!

519.793.3921

BudgetBlinds.com




cooking at home

Bourbon
Caramel

-SECA

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

'
. WE TAKE
A CLASSIC
CHEESECAKE
AND GIVE IT AN
 ADULT-RATED
" UPGRADE WITH
UR BOURBON
RAMEL SAUCE.

or a bold sauce with hints
of bitterness, try cooking the
- caramel to a dark amber.

Get more reciges at
ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

.--""-Fﬂ--
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Ingredients

GRAHAM CRUST

1 %2 cups graham cracker crumbs

5 Tbsp unsalted butter, melted

Y4 cup granulated sugar

CHEESECAKE FILLING

4 8-ounce blocks full-fat cream
cheese, room temperature

1 cup granulated sugar

1 cup full-fat sour cream, room
temperature

1 tsp vanilla extract

3 large eggs, room temperature

BOURBON CARAMEL SAUCE

1 cup granulated sugar

Ya cup water

Y2 cup heavy whipping cream, room
temperature

Y4 cup butter, room temperature

2 Tbsp bourbon

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 tsp fine sea salt

Instructions

CHEESECAKE
Preheat the oven to 350°F.

Using a food processor, pulse graham
crackers into crumbs. Combine with
melted butter and sugar. Press mixture
into a 9-inch springform pan. Prebake
crust for 10 minutes. Once baked,
remove from the oven.

To prepare the cheesecake filling,
using your mixer, beat together cream
cheese and sugar on medium speed
until creamy, about 2 minutes. Add sour
cream and vanilla until combined. Beat
in eggs one at a time, stopping after
the last egg is combined to prevent
overbeating. Pour the cheesecake
batter on top of the crust. Use a rubber
spatula or spoon to smooth it into an
even layer.

Place in oven and bake for 55-70
minutes, until the centre is set. When
it's done, the centre of the cheesecake
will wobble slightly if you gently shake
the pan. Turn the oven off and open the
oven door slightly. Let the cheesecake
sit in the oven and cool down for 1
hour. Remove from oven and cool
cheesecake completely uncovered at
room temperature. Then cover and
refrigerate the cheesecake for at least 4
hours or overnight.

BOURBON CARAMEL SAUCE

Combine sugar and water in a saucepan
over medium-high heat. Stir once to
combine and leave untouched until
the sugar has caramelized. The sugar
will slowly turn from gold to an amber
colour. Cooking the caramel longer
will enhance the bitterness and is up to
personal preference. Once it reaches
an amber colour, remove from heat
and slowly whisk in the heavy cream.
The mixture will bubble — be careful

of the steam. Add in butter and whisk
until combined. Add bourbon, vanilla
and sea salt and whisk to combine. Set
aside and let cool in the fridge until
thickened.

TO SERVE

Remove cheesecake from the
springform pan. Pour the caramel sauce
over top and place back into the fridge
to set or until ready to serve. oH
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REASONS

3 REA D
SCANDIN

If you've seen my work, then it
should come as no surprise that
I'm a big fan of Scandinavian
décor. This distinctive aesthetic
is also popular among many

of my clients, who are seeking
a home that is defined by
simplicity, warmth and comfort,
with contemporary flair. These
happen to be the very qualities
that encapsulate what has
been affectionately dubbed
“Scandi style” and from an
end-user perspective, are what
home goals are made of. From
a more technical designer's
perspective, here are three
reasons this unique aesthetic
has been at the forefront

of interior design since the

50s, and itisn't likely to fade
anytime soon.
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STORY
LISA KOOISTRA
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PHOTO: BLYNDA DACOSTA

ners Love

AN STYLE

T WORKS

—

=

+— Functionisone of the fundamental values
o

and guiding principles of Scandinavian
design. This approach gives precedence to
the practical over the ornamental. Looks
are important when it comes to design
but the utilitarian mindset behind this
decorating style focuses on efficiency,
maximizing space, the user’s energy

and the materials used in construction.
Aesthetically, Scandinavian-inspired
design embraces clean lines, subtle
curves and tapered legs, with a “less

is more” mindset.

Another important aspect of this look
ist't about what’s in the space, but rather
what isn't there. I'm referring to clutter.
Regardless of your home’s style, the
dreaded “C” word creeps up and captures
our home, and with it, our sense of space
and sanity. Decluttering is even more
critical in Scandinavian spaces to enhance
ahome’s function and simplicity.

Continued on page 30

PHOTO: BLYNDA DACOSTA
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design ideas

[T HAS STAYING POWER

The neutral palette that defines Scandinavian style
gives it a much longer shelf life than perhaps the
bolder, more “trendy” styles that come - and go - and
quickly show their age. This makes it a winning
choice for many clients, who don't want to endure
the inconvenience of yet another redesign in a few
years, or suffer the cost.

This minimal colour palette commonly includes
variations of white, off-white, ivory, beige, taupe
and grey, and visual depth is achieved through
the layering of multi-tonal neutrals, some subtle
(and specific) patterns, and a variety of different
textures. Black details bring balance to this neutral
backdrop, add emphasis and draw attention as key
focal points in the space, such as black-and-white
prints or black-framed artwork, black accessories or
accent furniture.

Materials also tend toward the neutral and
organic, with a big focus on wood everywhere from
flooring and furniture to accessories.

PHOTO: STEPHANI BUCHMAN
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PHOTO: MIKE CHAJECKI
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IT FEELS LIKE HOME

The role of a designer is to make a house

(or a condo) feel like a home. A home is
intrinsically warm, cosy and comfortable,
inviting you to come in, sit down and put your
feet up. When a client feels all this in their
newly designed home, a designer’s work is
done. I love Scandinavian décor because it
does exactly that.

The Scandinavian concept of “hygge” is
about comfort as a state of mind. So, how does
afeeling or a thought materialize in a physical
and sensory way? Enter texture. Think
oversize cushions, cotton chenille and alpaca
wool throws, knotted area rugs and fluffy
sheepskin. Now, layer these over hardwood,
wicker, leather and linen. If you picked up on
atheme, very good! Scandi style leans heavily
on organic materials and motifs that instantly
warm the heart and body.

Scandinavian style has it all - high function,
simplicity and beauty, all priorities in today’s
hectic world. A home should be a place to
escape and feel embraced by the people, things
and emotions that bring you comfort. If you're
in search of a new aesthetic for 2023 or are
craving some cosy, give Scandinavian a g0.

Lisa Kooistra is the creative director and principal designer for
Lisa Kooistra Design.

We all know it’s better when it’'s homemade

www.cookscupboard.ca

Our team is here
to help you take
home cooking
to the

next level with
the best
kitchen tools,

gourmet food

and
mgrerjrents. y
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341152 GREY ROAD 28 HANOYER ON N4MN 3BT 226 434 1234
HOUSERULESDESIGN.COM INFO@ HOUSERULESDESIGN.COM
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Leather sofas in a rich brown with darker
brown piping surround the fireplace. The
family’s stockings are ready for Christmas eve.
The coffee table displays Santa and a large
evergreen-shaped candle. Festive touches
extend to the corner cupboard between the
large windows.
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Jody Perkins,
Kerri McLean and
Charlie Perkins

Jody and Charlie Perkins
and their two children
moved into their new home

in Port Elgin the week
before Christmas in 2019.

In 2021, they opened their doors to the
Chantry Island Cham-bettes Christmas
Tour of Homes. The annual event was back
in-person to welcome over 520 guests and raise
more than $13,200 for the Saugeen Memorial
Hospital Foundation.

When it was time to pair the Perkins’ home
with a decorator for the event, Kerri McLean of
Interior Motives & Co. was top of mind. “Jody
had alot of the same style as me to begin with, so it
was a really easy partnership,” Kerri explains. “She
was open to anything.”  Continued on page 37

ABOVE: Stone covers the wall around the wood-burning fireplace on the

rear porch. The arched detail on the firebox is repeated in the alcoves for log
storage. The rustic mantel is draped with a lush swag of cedar roping.
BELOW: The artificial tree in the living area is decorated with multi-coloured
lights, ribbon that weaves through the branches and gold ornaments that
sparkle. The tree sits in a galvanized pail. The design of the home was created
by Murawsky Design and Drafting.
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“KERRI WAS ALWAYS TELLING ME
THAT SHE WANTED TO MAKE IT FUN,
AND SHE DID. SHE’S SUPER KIND AND
VERY TALENTED” —Jody Perkins

Jody describes her style as “French
farmhouse,” while Kerri has an affinity for
“modern farmhouse.” The overlap turned into
awonderful experience for both homeowner
and decorator. “Kerri was always telling
me that she wanted to make it fun, and she
did,” Jody enthuses. “She’s super kind and
very talented.”

“The décor was a lot of the natural -
creams, golds and wood beads,” describes
Kerri. These neutrals were paired with pops
of red and green. When it comes to her advice
for Christmas decorating, she notes “I always
think less is more, it makes more of an impact.
Don't overdo things and have decorations
in every corner, but do a couple of things
that you really want to highlight, such as
the dining table.”

At the Perkins home, greenery brings the
outdoors in as a key design element. Wreaths
hang in the kitchen windows, garlands loop
around the stair rails and simple evergreen
sprays find a home in vases from the entryway
to the en suite. The kids’ rooms were an
opportunity for some creativity. Touches of
pink embellish Jody and Charlie’s daughter’s
room, while their son’s room was decorated in
arustic cabin style. cContinued on page 39

-

ABOVE: The subway-tiled wall
behind the professional range from
Square Deal Neil’s TV & Appliances
is the perfect backdrop to highlight
the red touches on the floating
shelves. Cabinetry in the kitchen
was completed by Brubacher
Cabinets. FAR LEFT: A cream
runner on the dining table holds
gold tea light balls and a mixture
of real, faux, wood and ceramic
evergreen trees. Each place setting
has a green linen napkin folded to
resemble a Christmas tree. LEFT:
The Blanco apron-fronted sink is
placed to enjoy the view of the

rear garden. An unadorned wreath
hangs in the window, adding a
natural touch. OPPOSITE: The
table is set for six but if unexpected

guests arrive Christmas morning
there is extra room for more seats.
Red chargers sit under the white
dinner plates and crystal and
flatware add extra sparkle.
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The upcoming holiday season will be the
eighth for Interior Motives. “Christmas is

THEIR TRADITIONS
ARE “VERY MUCH
ABOUT FAMILY, FOOD
AND SPENDING TIME
TOGETHER.”

big here in the store,” Kerri emphasizes. Her

business was born from an enduring love for
home décor. “Ilove helping people find pieces,
and helping them make their house look more
like they envision,” she says.

Kerri will often help customers place
the furniture they ordered or help select
accessories to go with it. “T just find a lot of
people know what they want but they're
scared to make a decision, they like to have a
professional opinion,” she says.

During the construction of the Perkins’

home, the professionals played a large role,
as well. Dan Murawsky of Murawsky
Design and Drafting designed the house,
while the main contractor was Beldman
Construction Ltd. Troy’s Plumbing and
Heating handled electrical and plumbing,
Brubacher Cabinets did a beautiful job
on the kitchen cabinetry, while appliances
were supplied by Square Deal Neil's

TV & Appliances.  continued on page 40

LEFT: Gold pendants over
the quartz-topped island

fit the holiday decorating
theme. A wooden bowl full of
sweet treats is a temptation
for anyone who sits on the
leather stools. ABOVE: A
cosy corner in the kitchen has
holiday cushions and a plaid
throw, making it the perfect
spot for an afternoon cup of
tea. Construction of the home
was completed by Beldman
Construction Ltd. OPPOSITE,
TOP LEFT: A shiplap feature
wall between the mudroom
and stairs to the lower level
offers enough space for a
wood desk with a resin river
through its centre. Fresh
boughs bring the scent of

the outdoors into the home
and their rich green colour is
highlighted against the white
wood. BOTTOM LEFT: A
quartz counter in the laundry
room has a string of white
lights snaking across. Rudolph,
with his nose so bright, makes
an appearance. BOTTOM
RIGHT: A natural wood shelf on
the landing to the lower level
displays a collection of green
and red trees, reminding us
that it is the most wonderful
time of the year.

b |
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. Ball Diamonds ® Tennis Courts ® Swimming Pools e Vinyl

Farm Fence e Chain Link ® Wrought Iron e Wood Privacy

RIGHT & BELOW: A frosted tree in the primary
bedroom is full of white lights. Green cushions

FREE ESTIMATES & PLANNING

are paired with a pillow embroidered with iconic

symbols of the season. BOTTOM LEFT & RIGHT:

The primary en suite is a sanctuary for Jody and

Charlie, with a deep vessel tub and large shower.

The shower has tile on the floor and a seat that
mimics the stone used for the outdoor fireplace.
A jar filled with lights is a bright beacon on

dark winter nights. Plumbing for the home was
completed by Troy’s Plumbing and Heating.
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It was a pleasure for Kerri to come

in and add seasonal finishing touches.

Both Jody and Kerri are quick to name

the outdoor fireplace, nestled beneath a
covered porch, as their favourite spot. Kerri
says, “I love that back porch, I could spend
all day around the fire when it’s cold.” The
great room is a close second, with rows

of windows that let the sunshine in, and
allow a view out to the treed property.

As her family grows with the addition of
grandchildren, Kerri always looks forward
to a relaxing Christmas morning with her
husband before her grown children arrive.
“We enjoy coffee with Baileys and wait for
everybody to arrive before we start opening
gifts,” she describes.  continued on page 42
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is a brand and registered trademark of Springs
Window Fashions, the Best Experience Company.
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SUNSETBLINDS

— & AWNINGS ——
Free in-home consultations!

Blinds | Shades
Shutters | Awnings

Cordless & motorized options

(ustomized window coverings
that suit any room and budget.
We offer a variety of window
treatments that balance style,
comfort and privacy in any space.

Goderich Port Elgin Kincardine
144 Courthouse Sq. 668 Goderich St. 708 Queen St.
519.524.5965 519.832.4543 519.396.4541

sunsetblinds@hurontel.on.ca
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Jody, Charlie and their young children are looking
forward to their fourth Christmas at home. Their
traditions are “very much about family, food and
spending time together.” Jody enjoys hosting everyone,
with enough space to fit the extended family for a
holiday meal and have them stay over. That is where
the magic of the season lies, in time spent gathering at
home with those we love most. ox

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S

LEFT & ABOVE: A tabletop tree in the daughter’s room

is adorned with textured ornaments with a pink theme. A
white sheepskin acts as the tree skirt and drapes are a similar
style to the classic tulle canopy with fairy lights. BOTTOM:

A faux raccoon-tail hat in the son’s bedroom hangs on the
upholstered headboard. The addition of lights, a deer figurine
on the side table, as well as a Santa pillow and red throw bring
Christmas to life. The tree has a gnome climbing a ladder and
red decorations.

TV & APPLIANC

SALES & SERVICE  NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton  519-797-3905

www.squaredealneils.ca

7% 0 24 9 ' Large enough to serve you, small enough to care!

$1%

Y Ccsmausini SIS0

e

BRUBACHER

- CABINETS -

519-372-9216
1580 20™ St. E., Owen Sound

e 3N
"'u...;,

www.brubacherkitchens.ca
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STORY PATTI WILSON

Your home becomes a hosting
haven in the fall and winter
months, when the chill sets in
and people want a warm, cosy
place to meet and greet. For
some, their homes practically
become an open venue

for drop-ins and planned
gatherings that stretch through
the winter and into the new
year. Here are some easy tips to
keep your home “dressed for
guests” on any given day.

MAKE WAY FOR
THE HOLIDAYS!

The cardinal sin of decorating, for everyday
or any occasion, is creating clutter in the
process. 'm a big proponent of the “one in,
one out” rule, whereby you remove one item
for every new piece you intend to introduce
into a room. This is especially relevant
when adding seasonal décor to an already
furnished and accessorized room. Whenever
adding a set of new or themed décor or
furnishings, your decorating strategy should
include the removal of some of your year-
round elements in favour of those festive
fares. If you are decorating your fireplace
mantel, be sure to remove the existing décor
and start with a blank slate. This rule also
applies to tabletop accessories, centrepieces,
pillows and throws. Similarly, swap out
the photos in your picture frames and
replace pillows and throws with something
appropriately themed in a richer fabric
such as fleece and chunky wool knits. And
what about the decorated tree? Unless you
have lots of open space, you'll likely need
to remove an armchair or a side table to
accommodate this larger item.

Continued on page 46
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We specialize in concrete floor coatings, decorative concrete resurfacing, custom concrefe
diamond polishing and more. Whether it be your garage or shop floor, large agricultural
or industrial equipment, we professionally apply the products to protect them alll

Coatings ® linings ® Resurfacing ® Garage Flooring
Protective Polyurethane Coatings ® Home or Office Flooring
Concrete Overlays @ Agricultural Equipment Coatings
Decorative Concrefe Resurfacing @ Industrial Coating

liningsPcoailings




holiday tré

46 | ourhomes HOLIDAY/WINTER 2022/23

WOwW WITH A
CENTREPIECE

What's the first thing people see when
they enter your home? Many open-concept
homes open to a dining area or kitchen
with an island, making these the perfect
place for a seasonal centrepiece. This will
welcome and wow anyone who walks into
the home - yourself included! You can't go
wrong with a classic floral centrepiece,
but stick to the season with elements like
evergreen boughs, pinecones and even
consider incorporating seasonal fruit and
vegetables. One particularly fun thing
about the holidays is the opportunity to
really lean on the theme and be a little

bit extra with light strings, shimmering
baubles, ribbons, feathers or candles.

TIP: Choose a theme and stick to it. There are
many festive options: woodsy cottage, winter
wonderland, silver and gold. Carry your
chosen theme into others areas of the home,
too, such as fresh or faux greenery wrapped
around your banister and incorporated into
unconventional areas, like in the kitchen and
bathrooms.

SET THE MOOD

Lighting contributes to the vibe in your

home, which impacts the people who live

in your home and visitors. Layer lighting

by combining ambient, task and accent
lighting that can be increased and decreased,
depending on the mood of your gathering,

(

For example, dim light is better suited

DRYWALL

2021 Columbia Tools Brand Ambassador

to dining and intimate gatherings, while
brighter light is great for more casual

kitchen parties. Installing a dimmer switch ' -
on lights lets you crank it up or down as = AR
your
needed, so you dor’t have to commit to one Meghan RObeI.'tSOIl
megsdrywall@gmail.com

type of light - or party!

519-270-6378 @

TIP: Candles are a must at this time of year,
adding a key layer to your lighting strategy,
not to mention their aesthetic attributes and
aroma! But be safe and never leave a candle
unattended.

Transform the wa
you enhjoy your
entertainment

OTO: VANCOUVER CANDLE CO
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The holidays should be a time of fun and joy,
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but for many, they are also a source of stress.

Take the overwhelm out of the holidays by

planning ahead and being prepared. Your sony BRAVA X T
gatherings don't have to be overblown or
4K UHD HDR Mini-LED Smart Google TV delivers
unbelievable colour, brightness, and detail-

overdone. Just a little thoughtful planning e

and preparedness will ensure that you enjoy

the season just as much as your guests do! oH

X HDTVandEIebtrcbnics.net

110 Jackson Street, South Walkerton | 519 507-4388

Patti Wilson, principal of award-winning Patti Wilson Design, is
known for creating stylish, thoughtfully curated, livable interiors.
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RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY

JENELLE MCCULLOCH FIG AND
THYME SYRUP
The figs give this gin 1cup

granulated sugar

and tonic a sweet

5 - 1 cup water
honey |||<e.qua||ty 45 frosh figs
and beautiful purple A few sprigs of thyme

hue. Enjoy at your
next holiday party!

In a saucepan, combine
sugar, water and figs.
Heat gently for 5-10
minutes, stirring until
the sugar dissolves
and the figs begin to
soften and break down.
- Remove from the heat
. y and add the thyme.
Allow to infuse for 30
minutes. Strain into a
clean jar. You can keep
any of the unused fig
syrup for 3-4 weeks in
the fridge.

ER COCKTAL REACH 500,000+ PEOPLE ONLINE

e SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS e NEWSLETTER ADS e SPONSORED ARTICLES e AND MORE

2 oz. gin

1 oz. fig syrup

2 oz. fresh
lemon juice

Tonic water to
top it off

To make your cocktail,
fill a glass with ice and
add gin, fig syrup and
lemon juice. Top with
a neutral tonic. Stir
well, then garnish with
a sprig of fresh thyme
and enjoy! oH
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CELEBRATING LIFE AT HOME
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Bermudian

Holiday Breakfast

Sacha Welsh, a fertility nutritionist, originally hails
from Hamilton Parish, Bermuda. While attending
boarding school at Albert College in Belleville, she met

Canada opens
its arms to
people from
many different
cultures. During
the winter
months, family
celebrations
proliferate and
many of us
raise a glass
(or a fork) to
mark the arrival

of cherished

her future husband, Owen Welsh, now a vice-president
at the Canadian Football League. The couple have three
young daughters: Whitney, 6, Victoria, 4 and Cassia,

2. On Christmas morning, Sacha cooks up a delicious
piece of her island heritage and serves a traditional
Bermudian breakfast to her family: boiled codfish and
potatoes with tomato and onion sauces along with
sides of boiled eggs, banana and avocado slices.

S tocklﬁgs

Hung With Care

Fred Lafontaine grew up in Québec during the
depression. Money was tight, so at Christmastime there

. weren't alot of gifts, but he and his siblings always
holid ays a I’] d received a stocking with chocolate, a hand-turned
reconnect with wooden top and a tangerine - considered an exotic
loved ones treat — in the toe. After Fred moved to Toronto in the

, 50s, he continued the custom with his wife Marie and
Here's a sampler

of holiday
traditions from
local families.

their six children. Today, his eldest daughter Marie-
Josée Lafontaine, who operates a retirement residence,
keeps her father’s tradition alive. “At midnight my staff
and I hang Christmas stockings on every resident’s
door,” she says. “Each one contains chocolate, a
tangerine in the toe and a wooden top, hand-turned

by my 99-year-old father who still makes these classic

QOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

wooden toys in his woodshop.”
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Kwanzaa

Dewitt Lee, founder and president of Emancipation Month, has
celebrated Kwanzaa (a pan-African holiday that began in 1966)
his entire life. Every year, Dewitt and his partner, Suzette, enjoy
sharing the week-long holiday with their six children. Kwanzaa
begins on December 26 and ends on January 1, culminating with
the Karamu feast when the family “samples foods from around
the Caribbean, Africa and soul food from North America,” says
Dewitt. “One of the great traditions we have is shutting down
the TV and social media. We focus on reading and writing about
the Nguzo Saba, also known as the Seven Principles or the
Black Value System, which include: Umoja (unity), Kujichagulia
(self-determination), Ujima (collective work and responsibility),
Ujamaa (cooperative economics), Nia (purpose), Kuumba
(creativity) and Imani (faith).”

Chinese New Year

Ruowen Leung, a children’s book author, immigrated to Canada from
Tianjin, China in the 1980s. Now a mother to two adult children, Kevin,
28, and Robin, 25, she carries on holiday customs she grew up with.
“Traditionally, Chinese New Year falls at the end of January or the
beginning of February and continues for 15 days,” says Ruowen. “There
are dozens of rituals but here in Canada, we follow only a few of them.”

“Parents, uncles and aunts give red envelopes containing money to
the younger generation and to anyone who isi't married. We buy red
letters and create lucky words with them.” Her family also eats jiao zi
(pork dumplings) before midnight and enjoys vegetable dumplings after
midnight, followed by sweets, which symbolize a sweet future filled
with happiness, good luck and prosperity.

Hybrid Hanukkah

“I'was born Jewish and though I am not religious, I have grown

to love the culture,” says Avery Saltzman, co-artistic director

of the Harold Green Jewish Theatre. “Hanukkah is a time of
giving: the giving of oneself to family young and old. And it’s also
adelicious time of potato pancakes topped with applesauce.”
Avery and his husband, Kevin Dunlop, celebrate Christmas with
Kevin's extended family, including nephews and nieces who
excitedly await the arrival of St. Nick. After celebrating with their
respective families, the couple have created their own hybrid

holiday. “We plug in our electric Christmas tree adorned with
ornaments both Jewish and not, switch on our gas fireplace and

celebrate our love for one another by ordering Chinese food.” ou
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Pick A Colour

EXPERT ADVICE ON CHOOSING PAINT
COLOURS FOR YOUR KIDS" ROOMS

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

From bedtime stories and board games
to play dates. From Facetiming friends to
homework. Your child’s room is a place
where a lifetime of memories are made. So
when it’s time to paint and decorate, let’s
face it, parents may feel a bit of pressure.
Colour in particular, so central toa
child’s room, may have you wavering a

T-DF sectionis Fm WtMV bit. Do you go bold or neutral with some
bright splashes? And, more practically, is
it possible to land on a colour that doesn't
just work for today, but lasts for a few more
ages and stages?

We took our questions to Sharon Grech,
a design expert with Benjamin Moore
Paints in Canada. Here are some helpful
tips from Sharon:

%-ot'tom section is
\aaj V\M %{]lw Danibe

Involve
your child

Rather than just a quick chat to suss out
your child’s favourite colour or pop culture
character, Sharon suggests a deeper dive. If
kids are old enough, she says, “Let them have
some creativity and learn about the process
so it can be fun to go through it with them
and see what colours they like, rather than
just throwing down a paint deck,” she says.
She also suggests going online or looking
through magazines with your kids and
“getting out, letting them show you what
they like and what they're interested in.”
Sharon says today’s trends are more
about personahzation “as opposed to saying,
‘Oh, everybody’s using pink’ or ‘Everybody’s
doing this.’ It's more like everyone adding
their own personality,” Sharon says.
Ultimately, involving your child more,
she says, may result in a décor scheme
that has longevity. “It might even make
them feel more like Tm going to keep my
room tidy and clean because I was part of

PHOTO: COURTESY OF BENJ»C!MIN MOORE

it ” Sharon SayS.  Continued on page 54
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Benjamin Moore

COLOUR OF THE YEAR
2023 GREY BRUCE

paint

Raspberry Blush
2008-30 Never a backdrop,
Raspberry Blush
is the definition of charismatic
colour. This unapologetic shade
of red orange had us thinking:
bold, bolder, boldest.
Raspberry Blush pairs well with
neutral hues and undertones such
as Etiguette, White Heron,
Gray Owl and Onyx.

Come in & see us today!

1580 20t Street
Owen Sound

519.371.4207

GreyBrucePaint.com

ors are the perfect addition to yourwinter
weather taskforce. With a variety of attachment options, inclgm'low blowers,
blades and brooms, there’sino chore we can’t equip you to handle.

HEAD TO MAPLE LANE FARM SERVICE TODAY TO BUILD OUT YOUR IDEAL WINTER TRACTOR.

Maple Lane

FARM SERVICE inc.

519.323.4289

9545 Conc 6N, Wellington North
Mount Forest, ON NoG 2L0

maplelanefarmservice.ca

© 2022 AGCO Corporation. Massey Ferguson is a worldwide brand of AGCO Corporation. AGCO and Massey Ferguson are trademarks of AGCO. All rights reserved.



decorating

Caponata
AF-650

Stardust
2108-40

C

Delicate Rose
2008-50

Steam
AF-15

Buxton Blue
HC-149

Blue Danube
2062-30

Think
outside

the box
with colour

Once you've made colour choices,
the options dor't stop there. You
may want to do something beyond
applying colour to all four walls.

SHARON HAS CREATIVE
SUGGESTIONS:

While accent walls have been
around for a long time, she still likes
them, saying colour helps define
different areas. “The idea of the
rooms being more multifunctional
is big — the room has more
functions than just for sleeping.
And colour is a really great way to
help define the difference.” One
option, Sharon says, is applying

a bold colour to one wall, while
keeping others neutral.

Also popular is colour blocking or
colour dipping. Here, Sharon says,
you might run a favourite colour
part-way up the walls, “maybe
three quarters of the way up, or

a quarter depending on what
you're defining. | think in a young
kid's room it almost feels like a
horizontal stripe or band where
things that kids can reach are below
a certain area and defined by a
colour — which is fun.”

Painted furniture can be a nice
joint DIY project too, says Sharon.
“Painting a headboard or chair
or painting a dresser. It's a great
way to bring colour and fun into
the space.”

“Murals are absolutely a thing I've
been seeing,” she adds. Whether
you hire an artist or paint one

with your kids, murals can make a
room personal and memorable.
Sharon even sees them in tween
and teen bedrooms but notes
with this age group designs lean
“more geometric, something like
a mountainscape or treescape, but
really simple and graphic.”
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Don’t be afraid to break
some rules

Finally, Sharon says traditional paint and colour rules arer't absolute. For example,
“Idon’t think colour really defines gender the way it did 50 years ago or even 20
years ago. I don't think about rules for colour, especially when it comes to gender.”

Even with those tried-and-true rules, Sharon says there is wiggle room.

“Maybe you think, ‘Oh I can't use a dark colour because it’s such a small room.””
Here, Sharon says it’s more about creating balance. “Colour is very emotional and
definitely we’re drawn to certain colours because of that emotional connection.
You dorr't want to lose that completely.”

So how to make that bold colour that your child loves work in a small space?
From a composition standpoint, Sharon says, “Really, any colour can look fantastic
in aroom. It's really how you use it.” She suggests adding good lighting and
possibly balancing bold or dark shades with some neutral walls. “It can really add a
lot of joy if it’s your kid’s favourite colour.” ou

fﬂ Cuneo’s

CARPET ONE zrove

DECORATING EXCELLENCE SINCE 1948

HARDWOOD + CARPET * LAMINATE ¢ VINYL * TILE
LUXURY VINYL « CUSTOM WINDOW FASHIONS & SHUTTERS

873 10th St., Hanover, ON ¢ 207 Durham St., Walkerton ON
cuneointeriors.com ¢ 800.265.1172

Photos for illustration purposes only. ©2022 Carpet One Floor & Home. All Rights Reserved.
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GIFT REGISTRY AND
OTHER SERVICES

I )y
The Cook's Cupboard is happy Tl
to offer a gift registry for any
occasion: birthdays, weddings,
anniversaries and more. The

TOP STAFF PICKS

Gurgle Pots have a rich

THE PLACE

For 90 years, the Fulford family has been dedicated
to serving their customers and community through
their business, FULFORDS: Kitchenware Bathware
Hardware, located in downtown Owen Sound.
Fulfords has continued to add unique, high-quality
categories to its ever-expanding selection and has
been growing one of the best selections of quality
kitchenware around. In 2020 they bought The Cook’s
Cupboard in Southampton, allowing them to extend
that variety to Saugeen Shores communities. The
newest location of The Cook’s Cupboard brand
opened this summer in Port Elgin in the old Little’s
Furniture building. This location brings nearly 10,000
square feet of everything needed to prepare, cook
and serve your culinary creations, including local and
international ingredients. Dave Fulford, development
manager and part of the fourth generation of
Fulfords, has a helpful and knowledgeable team to
bring you a level of service beyond the ordinary.
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Dave Fulford

European history of creating
family traditions as they were
passed down from generation
to generation. The name is
inspired by the lighthearted
effect of the “gurgling” sound
they make when pouring. They
are available in multiple sizes
and a huge variety of colours.
Make them a part of your family
tradition today.

Peugeot Pepper Mills from
France are considered some

of the best mills in the world.
With case-hardened steel
mechanisms that grind to
perfection, there are many sizes
and styles to complement your

kitchen décor.

TGS DEUANTEN

Le Creuset is a big name in
kitchenware and The Cook’s
Cupboard carries one of the
most complete selections
of this colourful French
cookware anywhere.

Wellness Mats are made

in North America and are
considered one of the best
anti-fatigue mats on the market.
They come in a huge variety of
colours, patterns and sizes to
suit any kitchen, workout room
or workshop. Come in and

try them and you'll agree that
“standing is believing!”

Gourmet Food from around the
world, including international
ingredients, local food, pasta,
condiments, cocktail syrups,
garnishes and enhancers, and
non-alcoholic beer and liquor.

o W

" =8

business also professionally
sharpens German-edged kitchen
knives and loves creating gift
baskets that will indulge any cook’s
passion for whatever
the occasion might be.
Gift cards are available
and can be redeemed
at any of their three
locations: Owen
Sound, Southampton,
and now Port Elgin.

UPCOMING

Stay tuned as there is much more to come
as Fulfords continues to grow its service
to residents and businesses alike through
The Cook’s Cupboard brand. On the table
are things like cooking classes, expanded
specialty categories, and even possibly

more locations in the future.

Get There

183 Goderich St., Port Elgin | 226.453.2225
169 High St., Southampton | 519.483.8000

cookscupboard.ca
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STORY MADDIE JOHNSON
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY
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Jack, Curtis,

NESTLED ON THE
NIAGARA ESCARPMENT
AND JUST STEPS FROM
THE BRUCE TRAIL

LIES A NOT-SO-LITTLE
HAVEN THAT IS HOME
TO THE SMITH FAMILY.

The new propane fireplace repeats the shiplap
detail on the ceiling. The insert was installed
by Hot Spot Fireplace and BBQ Shop. Luxury
Vinyl Flooring, sourced through Georgian Bay
Flooring Supply, was installed on both floors
of the home.

Jennifer and Kade Smith

The five-acre lot their home sits on and the two adjacent
properties collectively cover just shy of 20 acres. Having grown
up between Markdale and Flesherton, Jennifer and Curtis
Smith love hiking the Bruce Trail, and this particular section

- affectionately known by the locals as Standing Rock - has
always been one of their favourites.

“That section is something we’ve enjoyed with our
family for years, even prior to purchasing property there,”
says Jennifer.

They first viewed the property five years ago and
immediately fell in love.

“I joke with my hushand that it reminded me of a Disney
movie because it was just so magical,” Jennifer says.

The lush property is covered in periwinkles and surrounded
by maple bush. It even features their own sugar shack
operation called , where they bottle
about 250-300 litres of syrup every year for their family and
friends. What started as a fun hobby quickly turned into a
passion, and it has become a family tradition.  continued on page 62

ABOVE: The original robin’s egg blue exterior paint colour was changed to a
charcoal grey with white trim. A new metal roof and contemporary garage doors
completed the exterior transformation of this 90s traditional home. BELOW
LEFT: Windows in the living room overlook the rear of the property and the
mature forest that surrounds the home. The sofa and coffee table were sourced
through Chatterson’s Home Furniture and Appliances. Shiplap on the ceiling
accentuates the height. Electrical for the renovation was completed by The
Electricians. BELOW RIGHT: Jennifer's great-great-grandmother owned the
record chest that contains its original equipment. A more recent record player
and speakers sit on top. The family belongs to the Beaver Valley Ski Club and
vintage advertising is on display.
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feature

ABOVE: Overlooking the
dining table is a map of
the world that leads to
travel wishes and travel
memories for the family.
The table and chairs are
from Topnotch Furniture.
RIGHT: Appliances for
the kitchen are from
Chatterson’s Home
Furniture and Appliances.
Glass doors to the right
of the ovens opento a
large pantry. To keep

the family organized,

one end of the cabinetry
is a chalkboard for
special requests and
appointments. FAR
RIGHT: A breakfast bar
for the children has stools
made by Jennifer’s late
father Allan Fawcett.
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The house itself was built in the early 1990s
and was a very traditional-looking home when
they bought it. They knew from day one that
they wanted to do some work on it, especially
adding consistent flooring throughout. They
wanted something that was easy to clean and
created flow for their growing family.

When they finally decided to add new
flooring, Jennifer says it felt foolish not to
carry the new flooring downstairs as well
- s0 their entire house has new luxury vinyl
flooring from

with no transitions.

And of course, once they started ripping up
floors, it spiralled from there. They knew they
eventually wanted to redo the fireplace in the
living room and update the bathrooms, so it
only made sense to do it all in one go.

“All of a sudden we essentially renovated
our entire home from top to bottom,” Jennifer
laughs. “It turned into a nightmare full-house
renovation last winter, but in hindsight it
feels really great to have a fresh and modern
look throughout.”

And most importantly, a very practical
home for their growing family.  continued on page 64

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT: In the primary bedroom, a reclaimed wood
accent sits between the door to the walk-in closet and the door to the
en suite. The bed and bedside tables were found at Topnotch Furniture.
Plumbing for the project was completed by W&B Plumbing. RIGHT: In
Curtis’s main-floor office, Jennifer painted the graphic accent wall with
colours repeated throughout the home. The desk sits on a black shag
carpet that adds a level of sound proofing.

A new banister

to the lower level
greets visitors in
the front foyer. The
handrail is black
pipe mounted

on black wooden

boards, adding an
industrial detail.
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feature

Along with all-new flooring, bathrooms, a

floor-to-ceiling propane fireplace from

,and a new laundry
room, they completely finished the basement to
give their kids their own space. It now features two
bedrooms for their two sons, as well as a bathroom,
toy room and recreation room.

“They have their own everything down
there and no toys are allowed to come up,”
laughs Jennifer.

The theme of the five-bedroom, three-bathroom
house is a clean and simple black-and-white
effect with versatile and interchangeable accents.
They even ordered custom 3M wallpaper from

for the boys’ rooms
to give them the opportunity to have something
they are excited about, without damaging the
existing paint jobs.

Their older son has a Harry Potter-themed
bedroom and the younger son has a forest theme,
both in black and white.

“It's areally cool thing for young families, the

possibilities are endless,” says Jennifer. continued on page 66

ABOVE LEFT: A winter passion is clearly displayed in Kade's
bedrooom on the lower level. ABOVE RIGHT: A shelf has been
crafted using old skis. A forest of trees was created using wood
stained various colours. BELOW: A laser-cut sign on Kade's
bedroom door indicates the theme of his bedroom. RIGHT:
Custom ordered 3M wallpaper from Park Sign Creative Inc.
becomes the accent wall. Sleepovers are so much fun with
bunk beds.

ABOVE LEFT: In
Jack’s bedroom,
the custom 3M
wallpaper has

a wizard theme
that highlights his
interest in Harry
Potter. ABOVE
RIGHT: Reclaimed
wood is the base for
a shelf that displays
Hogwarts potions
and house ties.
LEFT: A crest similar
to Harry Potter's
Gryffindor emblem
hangs on the door
to Jack’s bedroom
on the lower level.
RIGHT: In Jack’s
bedroom, a seating
area pays homage
to iconic items
associated with the
Harry Potter books.
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feature

They have new appliances and living room
furniture from Chatterson’s Home Furniture.

On the outside, the robin’s egg blue
exterior was painted charcoal grey and a
metal-shingle roof and new garage doors
were installed.

The design and layout were all Jennifer so
she served as an unofficial project manager,
relying on a number of local trades to bring
her plan to life. “It was something I was
very passionate about,” she says. “I had a
vision of what I wanted.” Building supplies
were purchased at

. Plumbing
was completed by
and all electrical by of

“We’ve taken 2 home that we loved from
the beginning but helped make it suit our
family and style a lot more,” she says.

Continued on page 68
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Custom Exterior & Interior Doc
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Custom|Glass & Casing

Wood Finishings Custnm Designs

All Wood T'Iue’g‘h?-[n_l' Reclalmed Lumber

|
Installatlnn

TeI £19 363.5635
www.DesboroDoors.com

info@desborodoors.com
135830, R.R. 1 e Concession 8 e Desboro, ON

ABOVE: The lower-level
recreation room has built-in
cabinetry that displays
family photos and décor.
Fabric baskets with leather
handles offer extra storage
for smaller items. FAR LEFT:
A shark on the shower floor
of the lower-level bathroom
makes washing up fun. LEFT:
The toy area is presided over
by a giraffe. This area can be
closed off from the adjacent
recreation room by sliding
barn doors.
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feature

ABOVE: Jennifer's Zen Den is her special place to
relax, meditate and do yoga. It was built by her
father and Curtis. RIGHT: Etched on a piece of
live-edge wood are the seven chakras that make up
the spiritual powers of the human body.
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Lastly, the surrounding property really
is something special and it is put to full use
by their family.

“My children are covered in mud
24/7, Jennifer laughs, saying the boys are
always exploring the bush and hunting for
salamanders. The property also features
elaborate landscaping completed by the
previous owners. At the back of the property
sits what Jennifer calls her “Zen Den.”
Curtis and Jennifer’s father built the small
two-storey bunkie for her two years ago after
a difficult diagnosis, and it has become a very
special place for her to focus on her mental
health, meditate and do yoga.

“Itis a very special piece of our
property,” she says.

The best part is that while their house
is situated on a very private, secluded lot,
they are far from isolated. They livein a
neighbourhood that has an incredible
support system, so even though they have
acreage and a secluded home, they still have
neighbours that are close by to create a sense
of community, and it’s all within 15 minutes
of downtown Collingwood.

“It really has all the perks of being rural
while having access to the amenities that are
important when you have a young family,”

Jennifer says. on
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The Flooring Place

Home comfort

you can EST 1993
25 Sandford Fleming Dr. Collingwood
depend on. 705 445 7259 Tile
You can count on Heil® heating i
and cooling systems for theflooringplace.ca Hardwood
quiet, energy-efficient
and reliable performance, backed LT
by outstanding warranties.
/ Carpet
/ Shower Glass
HEATING & COOLING PRODUCTS © Glass Ra i “ ng
D d On Us. 5
e Mirrors
The GIlQSS P|QCG Storefronts
Lawrence Glass & Mirror Ltd,
PLUMBING, HEATING, A/C, GEOTHERMAL & WATER TREATMENT BRI, Call e seee Stair Railing
Collingwood * Markdale  Owen Sound ® Durham DD E and more
519-371-5815 + 519-986-3307 * 800-661-5796 * 519-369-1011 theglassplace.ca
northern@sandyhamilton.ca
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jennifer@universalbuilders.ca
Building peace of mind through dedication to quality...since 2003!




double take

HIBERNATE
in style

RECREATE THIS LOOK
IN YOUR OWN HOME.
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¥ PHOTO: JASON HARTOG | DESIGNER: BRITTANY ZAZULA
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1. POKOLOKO: Sophia
Lambswool Throw Blanket

in London 2. ELK HOME:
Livingston 17" Wide 5-Light
Chandelier 3. INDABA: Ambu
Woven Pillow, Lina Linen
Pillow (Stripe) and Nantucket
Woven Pillow 4. ELK HOME:
Dash AccentTable 5. ELK
HOME: King Cake 22" High
1-LightTable Lamp 6. CRATE
& BARREL: Tate Walnut

Wood Bed 7. BRUNELLI:
Organic White Cotton Duvet
Cover 8. STYLEIN FORM:
Everest Chair - Cream Boucle
9. STYLE IN FORM: Bohemian
Bombay Pouf 10. MERCANA:
Calvert Rug oH

Visit our showroom at 317680 Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound
WWW.CCHARM.COM 519-376-4434

70 | ourhomes HOLIDAY/WINTER 2022/23



real estate

To Rent [l or

THAT 1S THE QUESTION

STORY MEGAN SMITH-HARRIS | ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

ys

In life and in real estate, timing is everything. With interest rates
ratcheting up at an unnerving pace, is it better to rent and luxuriate
in a turnkey, trouble-free existence? Or should one take advantage
of plummeting real estate prices and jump into the housing market

before mortgage rates soar even higher?
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WHAT TO DO, WHAT TO DO¢?

As a consumer, it’s hard to know the right
financial move in the current real estate
climate, which is, at best, murky and at worst,
highly volatile.

These are not idle musings. My American
husband and I are in the thick of it. After 20
years living in the United States, we decided
to move back to my Canadian homeland. I
identified a charming, walkable community
for us to live in, one with great restaurants
and enviable cultural attractions, but by the
time we relocated, house prices had soared an
astonishing 40 per cent in a mere two years.
Our dream of buying a storybook cottage
imploded as pre-emptive bully bids and dog-
eat-dog bidding wars became the norm.

So, we've been renting. Don't feel sorry
for us — we're in a penthouse condo with
amazing views, a private rooftop deck and
heated underground parking. After decades of
homeownership, we're enjoying the freedom
of not paying property taxes, shovelling the
walkway or dealing with maintenance issues.
But here’s the rub: we miss being the rulers of
our own domain. We want a real Christmas
tree (only faux allowed here) and crave a big
gas barbecue instead of the lame electric one
mandated by the condo board. But most of all
we want a fenced yard for our dog Duncan,
who currently lives with our son because
we’re in a no-pets building,

I have bought and sold eight homes and
done things the right way (made a tidy
profit), and the soul-destroying way (sold
two houses for less than I paid for them).
Why do I keep buying real estate? Growing
up, [ was indoctrinated to believe that renting
was “throwing money away” that could
more advantageously be used to pay down a
mortgage. That reasoning has merit, but on
the other hand, my husband and I don’t want
to be chumps and overpay for a house that
won't hold its value. I consulted some local
real estate professionals to get their take on
the situation.

The market is correcting and that's a
good thing according to Jodi Hannivan

of Keller Williams Lifestyles Realty in
London. “Now that prices and expectations
are more balanced, buyers can ask for
reasonable conditions such as financing and
home inspections.”

According to a recent study released by
in-house economists at Desjardins Group,
Ontario has moved from a “pandemic-fuelled
seller’s market” to more “balanced territory.”
Housing prices are predicted to drop by up
to 25 per cent by December 2023 from their
all-time high in February 2022.

Is springtime still the ideal time to buy?
According to Jodi, maybe not. “Seasonality
doesnt really exist in the way it used
to,” she says. “We see great properties
listed throughout the year.” Her advice to
homebuyers: “Keep up your search. There
aren't as many buyers in the winter so you
won't face as much competition.”

June Leitch, a realtor at Home & Company
Real Estate Brokerage in Stratford concurs.
“We’re still in a transitional market and
prices continue to go down slightly on a
weekly basis,” June says. “After six years of a
seller’s market buyers now have an advantage
because inventory is high and negotiations
come into play with almost every deal.”

And renting isn't always the cheaper
option. Recent stats from rentals.ca indicate:
“The average price for all property types
across Canada in September was $2,043 per
month.” This is an increase of 21.9 per cent
from April 2021.

“In our community we have a shortage
of rentals and rents are high so it comes
down to supply and demand,” explains
June. “If someone can qualify for a mortgage,
they should consider purchasing because
their monthly payments will likely be less
than their rent.”

Will my husband and I finally be able
to buy a Victorian charmer on a mature
tree-lined street at an affordable price? That
remains to be seen. In the meantime, we’re
enjoying the perks of being renters but
looking forward to the day when we can play
with our dog in our own backyard. ox

“"We're still in a
transitional market
and prices continue
to go down slightly
on a weekly basis,”
June says. "After
six years of a
seller’'s market
buyers now have an
advantage because
inventory is high
and negotiations
come into play with
almost every deal.”
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OUR HOMES SPECIAL PROMOTIONAL FEATURE

WOMEN IN TRADES

Empowered Women Empower Women.
Picture yourself in a future you built.

Women make up nearly half of the entire Canadian workforce, but
the perception still exists that certain jobs - particularly those in the
skilled trades - are not suitable for women. Today we must stop
stereotyping in the workforce. As none of the skills are defined by a
person’s gender, if you are a woman interested in the trades, there

is nothing stopping you from empowering yourself to put on a hard
hat and a pair of steel-toe boots and shatter the stereotypes around
careers in the trades. The work of skilled tradespeople keeps our cities
—and our lives - moving. In fact, it is estimated that by 2025,

40 percent of all occupations will be in skilled trades.

Work in the trades can sometimes be hard, physically demanding

work, and women are held to the same standards as men, however, 0YAP is a School to Work program that opens the door for students to explore and work in apprenticeship occupations starting

a woman can be just as physically fit, determined, confident, and in Grade 11 or Grade 12 through the Cooperative Education program. The program is funded by the Government of Ontario.
capable of operating the same tools and machinery as their male

counterparts. It takes more than a physical requirement in the The goals of OYAP are:
skilled trades, to get the job done. Balance, dexterity, hand-eye * To provide students with the opportunity to start training in a skilled trade while completing the requirements for an
coordination, stamina, and even academic skills like reading, writing Ontario Secondary School Diploma.

and matfiematics are assets for working in the skilled trades. » To enable students to make the school to work transition by direct entry into apprenticeship training.

* To provide employers with the opportunity to train the skilled workers they require.

* To provide a viable solution to address the problem of skilled tradespeople shortages in general, and specifically the
lack of young people joining the trades.

Think you know what a career in the trades is all about?
Time to think again!

Contact at Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program
Bluewater District School Board and Bruce Grey Catholic District School Board

While electrician, plumber, auto mechanic, carpenter, and welder first come to mind, the skilled 3511+ Avenue North Chesley, Ontario NOG 1L0

trades are actually so much more diverse - think everything from...
* Hairstylist

+ Baker, Cook or Chef

+ Computer Hardware Technician

+ Educational Assistant and Child Development Practitioner

+ Network Cabling Technician

+ Agriculture Dairy Herdsperson and Horticultural Technicians

+ Special Events Coordinator and Entrepreneur

+ Information Technology and more,

all leading to rewarding, lucrative careers. With over 100 designated
trades in Ontario to choose from, no matter what your passion is, there
is a trade for you. Skilled tradespeople are in high demand to fill
well-paying jobs and build rewarding careers.

Contact Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (0YAP) Coordinator
Simcoe County District School Board

1170 Highway 26 Midhurst, Ontario L9X N6

Contact Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program
Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board

45 Alliance Blvd., Barrie, Ontario L4M 5K3

OYAP OYAP.com Ontario @

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM




people & places

BETTER
TOGETHER

Blinds and shades
are beautiful

on their own

but layering

with luxurious
draperies adds
warmth and
comfort to any
space. Choose
from bold prints,
colour blocking
designs or casual
linen blends

to create a
sophisticated and
customized look.

INNOVATORS

Transform the way you live at home with
local guidance and expertise.

PHOTQ: SARAH TACOMA

SUNSET BLINDS & AWNINGS

Sunset Blinds & Awnings has been a family-owned, full-
service window covering company since 1999. Whether you
are looking to outfit your entire home or just one space, we
sell customized window coverings to suit a variety of styles
and budgets. We offer free in-home consultations to help

you choose from endless fabrics and designs. Our excellent
customer service continues with our professional installation
staff and warranty support. Not sure where to begin? Visit
one of our showrooms to explore the latest trends. Your
complete satisfaction is our goal!

THERMAL CONTROL WITH STYLE

Insulation benefits that add style and function to your home?
We do that! Keep your home warmer in the winter months
and cooler in the summer by adding blinds or shades to your
windows. Saving money on energy bills is always in style.

Dear summer, we miss you! Now is the perfect time to explore
options for awnings and exterior shades so you are ready
when the warmer weather returns.

Continued on page 8
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MARKDALE
HOME HARDWARE

Markdale Home Hardware has been a part

of Markdale’s dynamic main street for more
than 30 years. We offer friendly advice and
are happy to assist with service for skate and

CURRENT PROJECT

knife sharpening, key cutting and mixing that

5 2z
Do M=

s perfect paint colour.

* We are currently building a spec home on a beautiful treed one-acre

lot right next to the Beaver River. This 1,855 sq. ft. custom bungalow
will be finished in spring 2023 and contain lots of the custom features
we are known for and will make a wonderful family home.
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UNIVERSAL
BUILDERS

We are a family-owned business specializing
in Insulated Concrete Form (ICF)
construction for custom, residential and

commercial buildings. We pride ourselves on
the quality of our workmanship and attention

PLUMBING

If you are looking
for shark bites,
pex fittings,
copper supplies,
faucets and
supply lines,

we have the

best selection

in the area.

to detail and stand by our motto: “Building
peace of mind through dedication to quality.”

SUCCESSFUL
PARTNERSHIPS

We present our clients with a comfortable
working relationship for any project — new
homes, additions, renovations, garages or
commercial needs. We have provided superior
client service and high calibre artisanship

for more than 20 years, proven by countless
returning clients and numerous referrals.

PHOTOS: SARAH TACOMA

Continued on page 80
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WIARTON
DESIGN CENTRE

We have a team of sales consultants dedicated

to assisting you and helping to build your dream
home or renovation. Together with Wiarton
Home Hardware Building Centre we provide
quality customer service and products to

PHOTO: SAIIAH TACOMA

complete your project.

s

Er

Pauline Redmond
& Deborah Bronsor

—_ -

SPA BATHROOM
Our bathroom consultant Deborah Bronson
will guide you through the process from

start to finish. Along with the installers, a
spa-like sanctuary is possible!

DREAM KITCHENS

We have the best kitchen design
department. Our consultant Pauline
Redmond will work with our experienced
designers and installers to bring you the
kitchen of your dreams.

1
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HDTV AND
ELECTRONICS

The doors opened in 2008

and the business has been
locally owned and operated
for 14 years. We offer custom
installation services done by
our highly knowledgeable
and professional install team.
Our goal is to improve our
customers’ overall living
experience through innovative
products and sensible pricing.

W =0 ' ¢2

TURNTABLES

Putting on a record
and listening to it
from beginning to
end is a deeper, more
personal experience.
Listening to an album
can be ajourney and
hearing it the way
the artist intended
can make us feel
more connected

to the music and

the artist. Nothing
beats spinning some
vinyl on a Pro-ject
turntable.

GRILLING

The Traeger lineup brings unrivalled wood flavour to your dining
table. The six-in-one ability means you can grill, smoke, bake,
roast, braise and barbecue with pure hardwood flavour. We have
everything needed to get you started on this innovative grill.
We also carry Napoleon barbecues and accessories that offer
advanced grilling abilities, engineered performance and design.

Continued on page 82
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SUTTON SOUND
REALTY INC.,
BROKERAGE

As arealtor in Grey Bruce for more than

Krista &
Larry Gill

16 years and a life-long resident, I can
honestly say that I am blessed to live and
work in this beautiful area. I am truly
proud to say, “I love where I live.” Our
real estate market is ever changing. My
clients trust me to help them make some
of the biggest decisions of a lifetime.

Krista Gill,

Sales Representative

Selling homes is only part of what | do. | am proud to be an active
volunteer with several local organizations, donating my time and funds
when needed. | have sponsored numerous community initiatives and |
believe that if we all work together we can make the world a better place.
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Continued on page 84

YOU HAVE YOUR HANDS FULL,
LET US TAKE CARE OF YOUR
HOME COMFORT

Proudly providing peace SINCE

of mind to our customers 1979

HEATING | COOLING | AIR QUALITY | BOILERS | GEOTHERMAL
FIREPLACES | PLUMBING | ELECTRICAL | PRECISION TUNE-UPS
WATER TREATMENT | MAINTENANCE PLANS | EMERGENCY SERVICE

KEN PHILP OFFICE@KENPHILP.COM .
CLIMATECARE. 519.372.0688 KENPHILP.COM Premier Dealer

Affordable wood products...

Custom built sheds. Designed to suit your needs.
, Delivered & assembled on sitew i ;

i
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Red Cedar Outdoor Saunas...so many health benefits!
Available in a variety of sizes, options and shapes.

Delivered and assembled on site.

GARDEN CENTER

453897 Grey Rd.2, R.R.#1 Maxwell, ON | 519.922.1479 | 844.564.0224

Visit our online store for more details and pricing. www.maxwelIgardencenter.com \
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KEN PHILP
CLIMATECARE

Established in 1979 by Ken and his wife
Marie, the company has been serving Grey
and Bruce counties for more than 40 years.
We joined the ClimateCare organization in
2015 and offer plumbing, heating, cooling
and electrical installation and services. We SIS S
have been recognized as a Lennox Premier
Care Dealer and a ClimateCare supplier of
heating, cooling and indoor air and water

quality products.

FURNACE TIME 4 .' L Great ]_al(es Custom Homes 8 Renovatlohs-

Your Premier Custom Home Builder in Southern Georgian Bay
Robert Abbott, Owner

Town of the Blue Mountains | 705.446.4831 | greatlakescustomhomes.ca

Full furnace maintenance makes sure your
heating system is operating as efficiently and
safely as possible. Our licensed and trained
technicians will inspect and clean your heating
system so it operates at peak performance.
We can inspect your ducts and provide duct
cleaning when needed.

PHOTO: SANDY MACKAY

°
Ro Ofl n Ltd reillysroofing.ca | reillysroofingltd@gmail.com
® 122455 Grey Road 5, Owen Sound

Chris Philp

& icen Phly " We Provide Affordable Roofing
Serwces For Everyone

=
a
z
<
@
@
h=
o
eI
a

LIGHTS WHEN NEEDED

As a licensed electrical and gas contractor, we supply,
install and service natural gas and propane generators.
The brand we stand behind is Kohler, which will be there,
working when you need a safe and reliable back-up source
to keep the lights burning and the heat on. o

PREFERRED CONTRACTOR

- - T
il : ; 1]
» 50 YEAR NON-PRORATED WARRANTY! REILLY’SRBUFI NG

Reilly’s Roofing is an independent contractor and is not an affiliate of Owens Corning Roofing and Asphalt, LLC BETTER HOMES. BETTER ROOFS. BETTER CALL US!

orits affiliated compa © 2021 Owens Corning. All Right Reserved.

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION Maintaining your roof is the best way to keep you and your family comfortable and safe from the elements. However, if you do experience a leak or issue with your roof, don‘t sweat it. Just call the team
’ at Reilly's Roofing Ltd for help! We have experience fixing and maintaining every type of roof on houses and cottages in the Owen Sound area. We offer fair pricing for our high-quality services!
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Serving Grey Bruce & The Surrounding Community For Residential, Commercial, Institutional & Industrial Roofing.
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Could a

TINY HOME

Be Right for You?

TAKING A SECOND LOOK AT
THE SMALLER HOME CONCEPT

Scheduled to run again next

year, the inaugural event

- which featured a slate of
speakers, plus a lineup of
well-designed tiny homes
for the curious to wander
through (some boasting
high-end appliances, stone
countertops, even soaker
tubs) - is just one sign of
how much this housing

concept is catching on.
Spurred on by an

affordability crisis,

tiny homes are quickly

morphing from an oddity

we've mostly seen on

TV to a compelling
alternative more m
Canadians are exploring,
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STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

PHOTOGRAPHY ACORN TINY HOMES

“Tiny homes are really having a moment
right now,” says Maria Sturova, co-producer
of Canada'’s first-ever Tiny Home Show. The
four-day show, which took place last August
at the Ancaster Fairgrounds, attracted some
2,000 enthusiastic attendees. “There was a
lot of interest and positive feedback on just
the tiny home lifestyle in general,” she says.

Could a tiny home be right for you or someone
you care about? Here’s a closer look:

WHAT IS A TINY HOME?

According to the Ontario government’s guide, Build or buy

atiny home, a tiny home is defined as a “small, private and
self-contained dwelling unit: with living and dining areas,
with kitchen and bathroom facilities, with a sleeping area,
intended for year-round use.” The guide also stipulates that
tiny homes must comply with Ontario’s building code, as well
as municipal zoning and local bylaws.

As for exact size, Ontario’s building code specifies
aminimum requirement of 188 square feet, otherwise
definitions arem’t firm. According to Maria, “A tiny home is
around 200 to 400 square feet.”

There are also two formats — some tiny homes are on
wheels (and if so, have to conform to RV size restrictions);
others are permanent dwellings on a lot and foundation
(sometimes even with a basement). — Continued on page 88

BUY DIRECT FROM
THE SAWMILL'

BUYER OF STANDING TIMBER | ALL DECKING MATERIALS

BOARD & BATTEN | T&G SIDING
WHITE PINE FLOORING | POST & BEAM

Call us for current pricing and availability.

¥ TIMBER INC

MOGGIE VALLEY

HOLLAND CENTRE-519 794 0018

www.moggievalleytimber.ca

BORDER APPRON

Stately Country Home
Stately home on 40 treed acres on the very edge of Owen Sound.
The Balmy Beach area setting is private and gorgeous with
woodlands, 5-acre fenced pasture with 3 horse stall barn, and a
babbling brook! With the feel of a manor house, this 5 bedroom, 2
bath, 2 ¥ storey brick home is approached by a drive that circles the
buildings and is skirted in places by fabulous stone walls. The rooms
are spacious and flank an elegant staircase. A grand verandah hung
with Concord grapes, stretches along two sides while underneath
are two walkouts from the high basement. The property includes
a detached 2 car garage and a barn as well as a guest cabin and
modular home (with its own driveway), both currently rented. A
managed forest contract reduces the taxes. This is a special place
with various upgrades over the years and the inherent qualities of a
delightful family home. Exclusive Listing. $1,950,000.00

Scott Crowther

Sales Representative,
Team Lead Advantage Royal Group

519-379-7192 | ScottCrowther.com

scott@advantageroyalgroup.com
900 10th St. West, Owen Sound, ON. N4K 5R9

FOVAL LEPAGE ||-||-||-|
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WHAT’S THE APPEAL?

Maria says there’s a threefold combo of affordability,

sustainability and simple living. “Tiny homes are kind of
an answer to the housing affordability crisis, but also the
climate change crisis and concern about the environmental
footprint we're all leaving. Both of those things are a lure
to people who have made the move or are planning to,

i’s about reducing their footprint while at the same time
reducing the financial burden and freeing themselves
from all the stuff they have - their big mortgage and

big electricity bill. It’s really about being as efficient as
possible in your lifestyle and not having more of anything
than you need.”

At the same time, Maria notes that the tiny lifestyle
includes the standard comforts of home. “Tiny homes are
built to Ontario building code, with the same materials as a
conventional regular home. So they’re just as warm, just as
functional. They have kitchens and bathrooms. Most have
washers and dryers as well.”

And what about pricing? Maria says costs, not including
land, vary according to a home’s size and finishes. “But they
kind of range between $100,000 and $200,000.”

WHO’S
MOVING IN?

So how do tiny homes
fit into Canadas
housing market?

Here’s where things

get interesting. Maria
sees two demographics
interested in tiny homes
as primary dwellings.
“They’re typically most
suited for a household
of one or two people -
although we see lots of
young couples whove
just had a baby or are
about to have their first
baby also looking at that
option. In so many cases,
it's kind of people’s

first home or their last

home. So retired folks,
and then students, new
grads looking to move
out of their parents’
house. It’s their first
step into the housing
ownership market.”
Additionally, in
Canada, tiny home
communities are
starting to be built
to provide shelter for
under-housed and
homeless populations.
And for established
homeowners, some
Canadian builders
market their tiny
design-forward spaces
as backyard office
studios, in-law suites,
cottages and bunkies.

THE UNIQUENESS FACTOR

Finally, there’s the powerful “it factor.“ Tiny
homes are conversation starters. They connect
homeowners to a movement and strong
community, and design-wise, the spaceis a
hotbed of innovative design, not to mention
personal creativity.

As Maria says, “Most tiny homes are built
custom right now. It’s really up to the owner to
dictate what feels right for them. Something I see
that is really cool with tiny homes is that while
they’re an affordable housing option, they actually
allow people to give themselves a bt of luxury. If
you're a big fan of handmade Portuguese tile or
something like that, those things are expensive
to put in a conventional home. But if you only
need a few square feet, then you can actually go a
little bit wild!” on

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Tiny Home Show | tinyhome.show

Tiny Homes in Canada | tinyhomesincanada.ca

Tiny Town Association | tinytownassociation.com

Tiny House Listings Canada | tinyhouselistingscanada.com

Ontario government guide | ontario.ca/document/build-or-buy-tiny-home

» SOURCE IT

AIRTIGHT INSULATION
SOLUTIONS

Insulation is the hidden gem

in every home that needs to

be the correct product, correct
R-Value and installed properly
to be effective in our Canadian
climate.

We proudly use Canadian-
made products and invest in
state-of-the-art equipment
to deliver them precisely to
your site to assure that you are
getting what you paid for.

With the high energy costs/
carbon taxes, we need to
keep the heat in or out of our
homes inexpensively. It starts
with our insulation. Our clients
often exceed building code
requirements for their homes.
Adding more insulation to your
home reduces your carbon
footprint. Also, our products
are constantly being improved
to reduce environmental
impact. The materials use
recycled products, ie, recycled
newspaper or plastics.

Our pledge is to establish
lasting relationships with our
customers by exceeding their
expectations and gaining
their trust through exceptional
performance.

For a free estimate call
519.377.0917
topinsulation.ca

(Please see ad on pg 29)

BUDGET BLINDS OF OWEN
SOUND

Our primary focus is on meeting
the needs and wants of our
customers by providing them
with solutions to their window
covering challenges.

The process begins with a
free in-home consultation where
owner Linda Urbshott meets
with you to discuss your specific
needs.

This consultation in your
home is where the options that
best suit your objectives can be
discussed. Products are then
picked that will solve the issues
you decide are most important
in your home.

Whether you need privacy,
light control, or are just looking
to enhance the look and feel
of your home, there are a wide
variety of options available.

Colours can be picked in the
natural light of your home to
provide the best colour match.

Then Linda will measure your
windows and provide you with a
quote.

Upon ordering it takes
approximately three to five
weeks for your order to arrive
and then Linda and her husband
Rob will return for the install.

This family run business
has been satisfying the needs
of homeowners in Grey-Bruce
for over ten years now and has
developed a great reputation for
standing behind their products
and installation.

519.793.3921
budgetblinds.com
(Please see ad on pg 25)

LOCKWOOD PAINTING
A perfect painting job can
make any newly constructed
home stand out from the rest

of the crowd. A beautiful paint
job makes for an unforgettable
first impression and can inspire
complete confidence in the
overall building quality and value
of a new home. Jeff Lockwood
Painting Services has over a
decade of experience with new
home building projects. Jeff and
his staff currently are providing
priming, painting and staining
services for upwards of forty
newly constructed homes and
renovation projects each and
every year.

From spraying on the first
coat of primer to applying the
finish coat to the baseboards,
Lockwood Painting can quickly
finish a newly constructed home
to completed perfection —
always on schedule and always
on budget. Their seasoned
team of professional painters
can completely finish upwards
of over 1,000 square feet per
day. They stand behind their
workmanship and quality with a
full satisfaction guarantee. They
are available “on call” and at
a "moment’s notice” for those
important touch-ups for any
warranty service calls. They have
a large staff available to always
provide a quick, high standard
of service for all of their Home
Builders and Renovator clients.
Our pro painters are always
ready to help you with all
your painting needs. For
more information contact
Jeff Lockwood Painting
Services at 519.372.3008
or visit our website at
lockwoodpainting.ca
(Please see ad on pg 29)

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS
IN GREY & BRUCE COUNTIES

YOUR PERFECT ESCAPE IN
GREY COUNTY

Ring the antique doorbell

at Two Sisters Inn and find
yourself immersed in luxurious
comfort. Located in the curious
town of Markdale, Ontario, our
Bed & Breakfast experience

is beyond compare. All 3
suites feature private en suite
baths, curated bath products,
dream-worthy mattresses,

crisp linens, and plush bath
towels. Step out of the shower
onto the warmth of heated
floors and wrap yourself in

a fluffy bathrobe. We offer 2
King Suites and 1 Queen Suite
at the Inn.

Start your day with in-room
Balzac's coffee or The Valley
Alchemist tea before you head
down to the Thibaudeau Room
for a sumptuous hot breakfast
and luxe continental buffet.
Snacks and treats are available
24 hours a day.

Excited to share the
multitude of Grey County
destinations with our guests,
it is our greatest pleasure
to welcome you to the Inn.
Our door is open year-round
Thursday to Sunday in the
winter season and Wednesday
to Monday during the summer
season with no minimum stay
requirements. Join us for your
perfect escape.

519.986.2345
stay@twosistersinn.com
twosistersinn.com
(Please see ad on pg 103)

Continued on page 90
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THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS
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THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS
IN GREY & BRUCE COUNTIES

MEG'S DRYWALL
As the owner of Meg's Drywall,
operating in Owen Sound, ON,
I work mainly in new residential
construction and renovation. |
am fully insured.
My interest in drywall
began in 2003, when | was
told "I couldn’t do it because
| was a woman”. Since | wasn't
allowed to run tools back then,
most of my time was spent
perfecting the finishing work.
There is great satisfaction in
making a home look amazing.
Years later, | have proven
myself as a highly skilled
drywaller which allows me
to also focus on mentoring
women to enter into the
trades. | volunteer my time
presenting in high schools
to young women at “Try the
Trades” night sessions. If | can
encourage one woman to work
in a trade, even if she doesn't
work with me, | feel I've
accomplished my goal.
| was chosen in 2021 to
be a brand ambassador
for Columbia tools. It is a
fantastic way to promote the
tools | love. Being a brand
ambassador provides me an
opportunity to demonstrate
to more women that we can
drywall and be awesome at it.
Follow me on Instagram
and Facebook to see how | use
tools and finish drywall.
megsdrywall@gmail.com
519.270.6378
(Please see ad on pg 47)

MARKDALE FLOWERS

Markdale Flowers is a family-
owned local florist offering
unique and quality gift and décor
items for every occasion, and
every budget. Markdale Flowers
carries a large assortment of
fresh flowers and tropical plants
and seasonal plants, as well as a
trendy selection of home décor
and gifts.

Shop from our wide selection
of floral designs, bountiful
bouquets, and other creative
floral arrangements to send a
meaningful gift. Be prepared
with the best gift for memorable
days like Christmas and
Valentine's Day, when deciding
on a gift can be tough. Consider
sending our bouquet of the
month club subscription as a
great gift that gives all year long.

Markdale Florist works hard to
craft outstanding, personalized
floral arrangements and provides
exceptional customer satisfaction
to our clients. Are you planning
your special day? We can help
you to make it the celebration of
your dreams. We offer full bridal
bouquets, ceremony flowers,
reception decor rentals, marquee
letters, and much more.

We invite you to come in
and see our variety of creative
options. We'll gladly create
something especially for you.

Join our community of happy
customers in Markdale and
surrounding area by ordering
and supporting your local florist.
56 Main St W, Markdale
519.986.2721
markdaleflorist.ca
(Please see ad on pg 103)
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CUNEO'S STORY

It all started in 1948 with Tony
Cuneo’s little store in Walkerton,
selling paint, wallpaper, custom
drapery and window shades.

In 1976, his son Steve took

over and soon expanded into
floorcoverings and other interior
decorating products and services.

Today, Cuneo's is headed
up by Steve's son Jordan with
a great staff who have a wealth
of knowledge in floorcoverings,
ceramic tile, custom window
fashions, Benjamin Moore paints,
and a wide array of interior and
exterior finishing products. You
can find everything for your
floors, walls, and windows, from
the smallest sample of paint
or wood finish, to as large as a
design-to-finish project for your
new home, renovation, or your
commercial project.

Cuneo's are part of Carpet
One Floor and Home, a
cooperative with 1,000 stores
worldwide, having not only
enormous buying power but
also partners in all of the major
brands, mills and manufacturers.
They do the research for you.
Just tell them your needs and
they'll satisfy them beyond your
expectations.

With one of the largest
selections of carpet, hardwood,
laminate, ceramic tile, vinyl, area
rugs, paint, wallcoverings, and
custom window fashions — you'll
always find the best products
and great savings...every day.
873 10th St, Hanover
519.364.13031519.881.2170
207 Durham St, Walkerton
519.881.2170
sales@cuneointeriors.com
cuneointeriors.com
(Please see ads on pg 10, 55)
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HIGHR CONSTRUCTION

As a construction company
coming from the damp of the UK,
Canada provided the opportunity
to try an ECO friendly, very
energy efficient building system
that is also fast and versatile. Our
son, and building partner, spent
many hours searching out the
right ICF (Insulated Concrete
Forms) product produced in
Canada to build for Canadian
living and weather conditions
with a very low carbon footprint.

Here are a just a few reasons
why Insulated Concrete Forms
are superior to a standard wood
frame construction.

e Ultra-energy-efficient
because of continuous EPS
insulation (higher and uniform
R-value), greatly reduced air
infiltration, and the thermal mass
effect of concrete.

® Much more comfortable
and healthier. Even inside
temperatures (no cold spots or
nasty drafts), far better sound
attenuation, and low risk of mould
growth and allergen infiltration.

e Longer lasting and resistant
to natural disasters, rot, mould, and
pests because the solid reinforced
concrete is up to eight times
stronger and nearly impenetrable.

Building homes for ourselves
and our son'’s growing family
has constantly proved that the
system is strong. Practical and
inexpensive to heat and cool,
the built-in insulated concrete
provides silent living from
outside and inside noise.

Over the years we have
provided insulated workshops,
garages and homes. This
product lends itself well to all
Canadian weather and needs.
Call us today to discuss
the benefits of ICF
519.377.7331 | Highr.ca
(Please see ad on pg 105)

Scotiabank.

MEET YOUR SCOTIABANK
INVESTMENT SPECIALIST
As a Scotiabank Investment
Specialist, | am committed to
helping my clients feel more
confident in their financial future.
You define investment
success — | will help you get there
with trusted advice and solutions
that support your vision. Drawing
on my investment expertise and
financial planning experience, |
build customized financial plans
that help bring your investment
and retirement goals to life. A
tailored plan will allow you to
savour today while preparing
for your needs and the needs of
your family in the future.
Knowing how busy life can
get, my clients appreciate the
convenience of meeting on
their terms. Before or after
work, at home or in the office,
I work with my clients at a time
and place that fits their needs.
As a member of Scotiabank’s
Investment Specialist team, |
can offer my clients the peace of
mind that comes with working
with a leading Canadian
financial services provider that is
dedicated to helping customers
become financially better off.
Please feel free to contact me if
you are interested in a second
opinion on your financial plan.
I would be pleased to be of
assistance to you, your family
and friends.
Betty Anne Knight, CFP
Investment Specialist and
Financial Planner
519.386.4052
bettyanne.knight@
scotiabank.com
scotiabank.com/
investmentspecialists
(Please see ad on pg 12)

SUTTON SOUND REALTY
INC. BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED
& OPERATED
ABOUT KRISTA:
¢ | love where | live, and | love
what | do.
¢ | have been helping buyers
and sellers since 2006.
e | currently live in Tara and
have been a lifelong resident
of Grey-Bruce.
® My husband Larry and | have
raised our children in one the
most beautiful places in the
world. One of the best parts
of small-town living is knowing
and caring for one another
like family.
e #LoveWhereYoulive

WHERE | SERVICE...|
proudly service Owen Sound,
Saugeen Shores, Sauble
Beach, Wiarton, & Arran-
Elderslie and their surrounding
areas

WHY WORK WITH
KRISTA...Selling your
home takes preparation,
organization and professional
marketing. It is important to
work with an experienced
REALTOR® when selling your
most valuable asset.

| am committed to using
my experience to guide you
through every milestone,
from analyzing your needs to
closing the sale.

Buying a home can be your
biggest investment.

| am committed to using my
knowledge and experience to
help you find properties that
meet your criteria and walk you
through the buying process.
Krista Gill
519 378 7653 | kristagill.com
(Please see ad on pg 3)

Carpentry

Renovations
Additions
New Construction

RTC CARPENTRY INC.

In January of 2014, Rob
Christie of South Bruce
Peninsula started RTC
Carpentry Inc. His 28 years of
expertise in home building,
renovations and additions to
homes has resulted in many
beautifully built and restored
homes in the area.

Rob and his team take pride
in the finished product. Rob's
two sons, Jared and Aidan,
work alongside Rob and other
employees on a day-to-day
basis. His wife, Leanne and
daughter, Alisa, also pitch in
when needed.

When Rob is hired as your
builder, you pick the design
of your dream home and Rob
will do the rest. Rob enjoys
working with the owners and
customizing their home to
meet all their needs and wants.
Rob is a hands-on builder,
working alongside his
team and his highly skilled
tradespeople, ensuring
everything is done in a
professional manner and
that the home built by RTC
Carpentry Inc. is a showcase
home!

RTC Carpentry Inc.’s
mission is to provide quality
homes for families to enjoy for
a lifetime! He stands behind
his work and works to make
your dream home a reality.
Contact Rob at 519.379.1801
(Please see ad on pg 105)

MAYNE PIPING AND
PLUMBING

Based out of the Markdale
area and servicing South Grey
County and the surrounding
area, Mayne Piping and
Plumbing is happy to provide
service for all your plumbing
needs.

We keep your new
home or renovation project
on budget and schedule
while maintaining a high
degree of organization and
workmanship.

Mayne also installs new
and retrofit installs on water
treatment systems, wood,
electric and alternative
fuel-sourced hydronic heating
systems as well as being your
fully licensed Well Pump and
Pressure System installers.
Our team can take care of
any residential, commercial
and even municipal water and
wastewater jobs.

Drawing on over 59 years
of combined experience, our
small but friendly staff are
easy to work with and are able
to complete any plumbing
project, big or small.

Give us a shout at
519.270.0243

or email at
maynepiping@outlook.com
You'll be glad you did!
maynepipingandplumbing.com
(Please see ad on pg 103)
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design ideas

Eas

Black is definitely having a moment right
now. There are a zillion different ways to
insert black into your décor. Personally, I
like using black as a stylish accent colour
rather than an all-over application and
since I almost always use white as my
backdrop, it acts as a nice contrast and
really anchors your overall design. A long
time ago I learned the classic 60-30-10
rule for decorating, which says that 60
per cent of the room should be your
dominant colour, 30 per cent should be
your secondary colour and the last 10 per
cent should be your accent colour. Now
I'm not one to follow all the rules, but I
do believe if black is your accent colour,
it should be kept somewhere under 20
per cent, otherwise it’s going to come on
too strong and you wor't consider it an
accent. I've seen some very cool all-black
rooms, complete with black ceiling and
black trim, but that’s for another post.
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STORY AMANDA SHIELDS
PHOTOGRAPHY KEILY RAMOS
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Here are my favourite
ways to use black as
an accent:

SWITCH UP YOUR CABINET
HARDWARE AND /OR
PLUMBING FIXTURES

This is a great way to incorporate

a little bit of black into any room
without going overboard. Changing
out your hardware is an easy and
affordable way to make a quick
update. Don't be afraid to mix

your metals. Just try to limit your
metal finishes to no more than

two per room.

TIP: Matte black looks great with
brushed gold. Continued on page 94
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Residential Construction « Project Management
Kitchen & Bathrooms « Additions & Garages
Siding, Soffit & Fascia « Renovations & More « Aging at Home
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Over the many years, of building decks to building homes,

we've acquired the knowledge and skills to tackle
any home renovation. Big or small.

Planning to renovate? Feeling overwhelmed?
Aging and want to stay in your home?
Give us a call.
We'll be happy to sit down with you and discuss your options.

519.924.0025
valleyhomeimprovements.ca



design ideas

PAINT YOUR
INTERIOR DOORS

| absolutely love this idea
because literally anybody can
do it regardless of budget and
it makes such an incredible
statement. Black hides a lot of
dirty, grimy little fingerprints.
So, buy a can of black paint and
get to it my friends. There are
plenty of great tutorials online
to help with your technique
and choosing the right tools.
A designer favourite is Tricorn
Black by Sherwin Williams and
I'd go with a satin finish.

PHOTO: LARRY ARNAL

PAINT AN ACCENT WALL

| get that black is not the first colour
that comes to mind for many when
they are choosing paint colour for
their home, but | would love you to
reconsider. Just as white is a designer
favourite, and literally goes with

ﬂx

GO DARK WITH ART

You want to choose artwork that is heavy
on the black. Simple right? There are
lots of options out there ranging in price
from high to low. Make a serious impact
with something high contrast or go
moody with an all-dark palette. Either
way, tie it back to one or two of the
other options on this list and your décor
is going to look so pulled together
people will think you hired a designer.
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CHANGE UP LIGHT FIXTURES

| especially like this option in the kitchen,
but changing out light fixtures anywhere
in the home is a great way to add some
black. An all-white kitchen with black
pendant lights is a rising trend. Even
though there’s no sign of black anywhere
else in the design, it just seems to work
very well. That little hit of contrast gives a
much more polished look by staying away
from the dreaded “matchy-matchy.”

anything, I'd like you to consider black
as the new neutral and try it out on an
accent wall. It's moody, dramatic, cosy
and can anchor a room in the best way
possible. It works best if the rest of
the room is white and you keep your
furniture on the lighter side, too. o

PHOTO: LARRY ARNAL

Amanda Shields is the creative directord
designer for Amanda Shields Interiors.

Ask us about Beaver Homes. Many designs available.

WIARTON

Design Centre

a division of the Wiarton Home Building Centre

160 Berford St., Wiarton ON 519.534.5599
wiartonhhbc.com

Time to Upgrade
Your Snow Shovel

And see why Mahindra is " _
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HISTOR

STORY LAUREN LONG
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Behind the frosty stained-glass window

of the snow-covered red brick home, the
sisters reminisce about holiday traditions of
their childhood in Markdale.

Back then, they decorated an evergreen tree from their family
farm and adorned each room with sleigh bells, glass ornaments
and classic Christmas décor. This year, Cynthia Smith and Julie
Farnsworth look forward to celebrating their first Christmas in
their beautifully renovated century home in their hometown.

One of their fondest childhood memories was playing “hotel” at
their grandfather’s writing desk. This inspired the plan to return
to their roots and start a venture where they could share the rural
charm of Grey County with others. The vision of the Two Sisters
Inn came to life.

Originally planning to build a new house on their family farm,
the plan was revised to purchase an existing home and renovate it
into a boutique hotel. They found a red brick century home with a
white wraparound veranda, which had been lovingly taken care of
by the same family for three generations.

“We saw the potential for honouring the heritage of the house,
and the history of the Thibaudeau family,” says Julie.

With the expertise of Lee Mclntyre of Elevated Custom
Contracting and his team, the home was renovated to maintain its
historic character, while updating for safety and comfort.

Continued on page 98

LEFT: Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens, co-owner Cynthia Smith and
contractor Lee Mclntyre in the Thibaudeau Room. TOP: Guests are greeted upon
entering the original front door of the home. On warm days the wraparound porch
has many seating options for relaxing and enjoying the comings and goings in
Markdale. Plants were sourced at Grange Hollow Gardens & Nursery. Landscape
maintenance is taken care of by SDBI Complete Property Maintenance. ABOVE:
The painting of the home is by Makenna Bugaliski, who is a lifelong friend of
Cynthia’s youngest daughter. OPPOSITE: A propane fireplace anchors the lounge
area at the inn, which is referred to as the Thibaudeau Room. Interior walls are
Benjamin Moore Chantilly Lace, which was sourced through Grey Bruce Paint &
Décor. Electrical was completed by Daryl Verbeek.
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home & designer

“Cynthia and Julie were great to work
with,” says Lee. “They were passionate
about keeping the home’s original character,
so we tried to match everything, from the
original trim profiles on the baseboards and
windows, to patching as much of the existing
hardwood as possible.”

Lee installed highly functional laminate
flooring from House Rules Design Shop to
match the original hardwood. He recreated the
craftsmanship of the millwork and sourced
doors, which closely matched the originals to
fit the new frames.

Cynthia and Julie kept heirloom features
such as the knobs on the french doors leading
into the Thibaudeau Room, and the stair
banister with ornamental globes. The caramel
patina from gentle wear on the wood paints
apicture of all the hands that have touched
them through the generations.

During the renovation, the sisters
uncovered many hidden gems, such as the
original red brick chimney covered up behind
the kitchen wall, which they left exposed as a
statement feature.

“This original feature highlighted in the
modern kitchen echoes our intention for the
home - to honour the past and modernize for
comfort,” says Cynthia.  continued on page 101

“CYNTHIA AND
JULIE WERE
GREAT TO
WORK WITH.
THEY WERE
PASSIONATE
ABOUT KEEPING
THE HOME’S
ORIGINAL

CHARACTER.”
—Lee Mclntyre

ABOVE: Black hardware on the cabinets and

dark grout on the backsplash complement black
appliances that came with the home. Cabinets are
from Shelburne Home Hardware Building Centre
and the custom colour is Tradewinds. LEFT: The
L-shaped counter comes in handy for breakfast
treats. The quartz counters came from Shelburne
Home Hardware. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: An
antique jam cupboard holds extra linens and
towels and sits in the hall on the second floor. TOP
MIDDLE: The faux zebra rug is from Ruggable.

It was important to the sisters to preserve the
original wood details, including the stair banister
and the french doors into the Thibaudeau Room.
TOP RIGHT: This large cupboard was another
local find used for glassware and china as well

as a station for making toast, coffee and tea.
BOTTOM: This area of the home was transformed
with simple changes, including new mouldings
from North Pole Trim & Supplies Ltd.
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home § designer

LEFT: Bathroom vanities for the
project were installed by Elevated
Custom Contracting. BELOW: Tile
for the bathrooms came from House
Rules Design Shop. Bob's Glass
supplied the shower enclosure.
Plumbing for the project was
completed by Mayne Piping and
Plumbing. OPPOSITE: A comfortable
king bed provides a restful sleep
for guests. Floating bedside tables
and wall sconces keep the room
streamlined and uncluttered.

With the guidance and artistic eye of
professional designer Tamarisk McNalty
Stephens, Cynthia and Julie successfully
maintained the character of the home while

|
v

modernizing the amenities and refreshing the
interior. Tamarisk put together the plans and
sourced the materials and finishes needed to
complete the renovation.

Keeping the kitchen footprint the same, the
layout was tweaked for functionality, and the
aesthetics transformed from dark and heavy
to light and airy by the choice of the cabinetry,

materials and finishes.

The Thibaudeau Room provides a common

lounging area featuring a balance between modern
furnishings and antique décor. Church pews from
Berkeley United Church, split to make dining
- chairs, and a pine buffet from the 1900s offer
guests a taste of Markdale’s past.
The three bedrooms and one bathroom on the
upper level were transformed into two en suite

i

guest rooms, each with its own personality. The
makeover included replacing carpeting with
laminate flooring and adding contemporary
bathroom fixtures, such as glass showers, from
Bob’s Glass & Mirror Ltd. in Hanover.

Continued on page 102
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home & designer

“The bathroom in the Queen Room has so much
character. I love the whimsical owl wallpaper Tamarisk
suggested, and the big soaker tub feels so quaint yet
luxurious,” says Julie.

One of the most prominent conversions was the
transformation of the attic from a bare storage space
into a third guest suite, now called The Loft. With the
walls insulated, stairway rebuilt and a bathroom added,
it became cosy guest accommodation, complete with
private balcony.

Tamarisk explains that many homeowners are surprised
by how much of the budget goes on unseen items, such as
upgrading the electrical, plumbing and heating. Julie and
Cynthia add that they were surprised at the amount of
structural work that had to be done, including how Lee
had to double the beams in the attic to build The Loft and
lift and level the main floor.

The sisters’ design aesthetic reflects the modern trends
of Scandi-minimalism and the local personality of country-
chic. Benjamin Moore Chantilly Lace (Grey Bruce
Paint & Décor) was chosen as the colour for the walls,
allowing the art and décor to shine. A painting of keys in
the entranceway, which matches the Two Sisters Inn logo,
sourced from Bare Birch, is one of many items from local
stores and suppliers.  Continued on page 104

ABOVE: A stained-glass window, original to the home, acts as a
piece of artwork on the landing to the first floor. The caramel patina
on the banister is a testimonial to all the hands that have touched
the wood. RIGHT: A whimsical owl wallpaper lines the wall behind
the vanity. The vessel tub can also be used as a shower.
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“THE BATHROOM IN THE
QUEEN ROOM HAS SO
MUCH CHARACTER. I LOVE
THE WHIMSICAL OWL
WALLPAPER TAMARISK
SUGGESTED.” - Julie {1 4"
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This Christmas

when you can

choose to shop
anywhere...

shep local

56 Main St. W., Markdale ¢ 519.986.2721
markdaleflorist.ca

20 21

TWO SISTERS INN

GREY COUNTY

86 Toronto Street Markdale
www.twosistersinn.com
519.986.2345

PIPING AND PLUMBING

SERVING GREY COUNTY & SURROUNDING AREA

residential | commercial | municipal water & wastewater

519-270-0243

MaynePipingAndPlumbing.com




home & designer

'he most
energy efficient
homes on the market.

A velvet armchair in the loft bedroom offers a view to the street. Wood beams provide
structure for the home's rooﬁin&.‘_:\_Ehgineering was handled by Southwinds Engineering Inc.
TOP LEFT: New interior doors came from North Pole Trim & Supplies Ltd. and closely match
the home's original doors. MIDDLE LEFT: A lady fox with glasses in an oiled-rubbed brass finish
keeps watch on the stairwell to the loft. BOTTOM LEFT: The stair treads to the loft are painted
an eye-catching Aegean Blue by Benjamin Moore. BELOW: The en suite in the loft is a luxe
retreat, with lots of soft-white towels, a deep vessel sink and a large shower. Zeke Air handled
all the air conditioning and heating upgrades needed to keep guests comfortable in the winter

and summer. e
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Supporting their community, and especially
women-owned businesses, is one of the sisters’

core values. Breakfast and treats are prepared
with ingredients sourced from local markets and
farms. Fresh Jersey milk served in a glass bottle,
from Miller’s Dairy, honours the sisters’ childhood
on a dairy farm.

After half-a-year of team effort, with help from

igh-R

ROb Christie specialists
robtchristie74@gmail.com _ Construction
Custom Home Builder

Excavating | Foundations
Septic Installations
Certified Insulated Concrete Forms Installer

their father the handyman and mother working

for the business behind the scenes, Cynthia and
Julie welcomed their first guests in June, 2022. As

a tribute to their grandparents, the writing desk
where they played hotel as little girls is the welcome
desk in the main foyer.

/ Carpentry

“This project was a true collaboration. Cynthia
and Julie had a vision,* says Tamarisk. “I tried to
interpret it, put plans to paper and source materials,

finishes and fixtures to achieve it. However, it would Additions Benouations -New Construction

219-379-1801

519-377-7217 | 519-377-7331

be nothing without the trades who completed the

work. Full credit to Lee and his team for executing

the vision. Also, credit to Cynthia and Julie for their
e keen eye, style and role in decorating the space.” on

www.HighR.ca
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birding

T'IS THE SEASON

TOBE Brrrdi

STORY LYNNE RICHARDSON
PHOTOGRAPHY NIGEL EVES

STAY WARM AND KEEP ON BIRDING

Winter birdwatching? Yes, it's a thing. A really big thing. A season to look forward to with much anticipation.

As winter descends, some may not feel any great urge to leave the warm sanctuaries of their homes and
head out into the cold. But not birders. For them, the birding doesn’t stop with the onset of winter weather.
It simply brings another aspect to birding with a focus on the birds of winter.

N A

Rough-legged Hawk
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WINTER BIRD LIST

Winter is a time to find a range of birds
that you worr't see in the spring or summer.
So, come December, birders start tackling
their annual Winter Bird List. Over a
period starting December 1 and running
throughout the dead of winter to the

end of February, we head out to find the
winter specialties (Grosbeaks, Redpolls,
Siskins, Snowy Owls, Rough-legged Hawks
and more) along with our hardier year-
round residents (Cardinals, Chickadees,
Nuthatches, Woodpeckers and more)

to round out our tallies. This fun and

occasionally competitive activity motivates
birders to grab their binoculars, scopes
and scarves and head outdoors for a winter

treasure hunt of sorts. You never know
what you may come across. The number and
variety of birds are certainly lower in the
winter, but the unique-to-winter species
make up for that and add to the challenge.
Master lists are kept by ornithological
organizations, and it is common to
cumulatively rack up sightings of over
200 different species of birds across the
province through these three bleak and
seemingly barren months! No wonder
many take up the challenge of winter bird
listing. And as a bonus, winter listing
is a good warm-up for one special, big
day of birding - the annual Audubon
Christmas Bird Count.

"g -

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Way back in 1900, an honoured Christmas-
week tradition was to hunt in competitions
and see who could bag the most birds in one
day. An American ornithologist at the time

sought to break this convention by replacing
it with a holiday Christmas Bird Census. This
census would cover a day when people would
count, rather than shoot, each and every
bird found throughout the chosen date. The
city of Toronto participated in this original
census along with 25 other cities across North
America. Impressive communication for an era
without email, chatlines, Messenger and all
the rest of today’s medial

Today, Christmas Bird Counts are
held between December 14 and January 5
across hundreds of communities in Ontario
and throughout North America. They are
organized by a naturalist club or a coordinator
and involve teams of birders who head out to
record every bird - species and numbers - in
all parts of a designated 24 km diameter circle
of land. Neither wind nor rain nor sleet nor

-

Snow Buntings

snow stops the count. It can be a blizzardy
birding adventure!

Count day is generally wrapped up with a
tally dinner where each team reveals the birds
they have found, all hoping to have discovered
the day’s best bird - a lingering migrant, the
winter specialties, or even a bird blown in from
far off its normal range. Being winter, there are
usually stories to share about mini-mishaps on
snowy sideroads, slippery shorelines, in wild
winds and weather and through all the other
extremes winter may throw at you. And then
there is usually one group that will confess to
the always-embarrassing stopping for a Snowy
Owl, only to zoom in on a white plastic bag
caught up in a tree. The fun, the challenges and
the rewards of a Christmas Bird Count can
make a brave winter birder out of you! And
there is the added bonus of knowing that the
data collected from your heroic effort provides
vital long-term information used to assess the
health of winter bird populations, and helps
guide conservation action.

PROJECT FEEDERWATCH

Ok, so T haven't convinced you to get out

and freeze your fingers off focusing your
binoculars in a blizzard, as fun as that may
be? The thought of brrrding on the coldest
days of the year still doesr’t appeal? Well,
never mind then; set aside the coldest days
for watching your feeders from inside your
cosy home. The worst days of winter can be
the best days for feeder-watching. Feeders
will be hopping with birds fuelling up
before a winter storm or refuelling after
one. Blizzards bring in birds looking for an
easy, energy-saving snack.

Observing the action at your feeders
will while away a cold winter’s day. The
energy, life and colour against a backdrop
of snow that birds bring to your yard can't
help but warm your spirit. And once again
you can contribute critical information
for environmental research by counting
the birds you see for science. Simply enter
your sightings in the Project FeederWatch
database and contribute to the scientific
body of knowledge on wintering bird
species, distribution, and abundance.
Birds are the barometers of the health
of our environment so count every bird.
Every bird matters.

So, when winter gets you down - get up
and go birding) Beat those winter blues and
awaken your senses with the cheery call

of the Chickadee, the bright blue of a Blue
Jay or the blushing red of a Cardinal. Merry
winter brrrding! o4

Blue Jay
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DRIE
RANGE
ORNAMENTS

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY ERIN ROCHON

THESE DRIED ORANGE ORNAMENTS ARE A COLOURFUL
ADDITION TO YOUR TREE OR TABLE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. THEY
ALSO ADD A FESTIVE SCENT TO YOUR HOME.
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MATERIALS

3 oranges

Sharp knife
Parchment paper
Cookie sheet
Hot glue gun
String & needle
Star anise
Cinnamon sticks
Rosemary sprigs
Peppercorns

Wooden beads
(optional)

String & needle

HOW-TO

Start by cutting the
oranges into %-inch
thick slices. Preheat
oven to 200°F. Place
sliced oranges onto
a cookie sheet lined
with parchment
paper. Make sure
orange slices are
equally spaced and
not touching each
other. Bake oranges
for between two-
and-a-half and five
hours, until slices are
translucent.

Next, remove oranges
from oven and let
cool for two hours.

Then, with a glue gun,
start decorating the
orange slices. Glue
some star anise to
the centre, add some
pink peppercorns, a
cinnamon stick and

a sprig of rosemary
to complete your
ornament. Have

fun, get creative

and try different
combinations!

Lastly, cut some

string to hang your
ornament. Use a
needle to make a
hole near the top

of the orange and
thread the string. Add
a wooden bead or a
cinnamon stick to the
string to complete the
look. Knot the ends of
the string.

Add these dried
orange ornaments
to your tree, as a
decorative touch to
your table or add to
a gift for that special
someone. oH
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directory

OUR HOMES attracts the area's finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to
market their products and services. We're making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one
heading, please email bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/
RENTALS
Two Sisters Inn, 89, 103

APPLIANCES
Macdonald’s Furniture & Appliances, 2
Square Deal Neil's TV & Appliances, 43

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS

Interior Motives, 21

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME
TECHNOLOGY

HDTV and Electronics, 47
Schneider Electric, 113

BUILDERS
Great Lakes Custom Homes, 85
High R Construction, 90, 105

Miller's Home Hardware Building
Centre/Beaver Homes, 13

RTC Carpentry Inc., 91, 105

The Great Lakes Frame Company, 116
Universal Builders, 69

Valley Home Improvements, 93

Wiarton Design Centre div of
Wiarton Home Building Centre, 95

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Centre Grey Building Supplies, 111
Flesherton/Markdale Home Hardware, 111
Miller’s Home Hardware Building
Centre/Beaver Homes, 13
Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 87
Wiarton Design Centre div of
Wiarton Home Building Centre, 95

CABINETS & MILLWORK/
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE

Brubacher Cabinets, 43
Luxury Woodworking, 58&59
Topnotch Furniture, 4&5

COUNTERTOPS
City Stone, 13
The Old Barn, 8&%

DRYWALL/PLASTER/STUCCO
Meg's Drywall, 47, 90

EDUCATION

Ontario Youth Apprenticeship
Program (OYAP), 74&75

Simcoe County District School
Board, 74&75

Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District
School Board, 74&75

ELECTRICAL
Schneider Electric, 113

FENCING/DECKS/GATES
Built Wright Fencing, 41
Postech Grey Bruce, 20
Precision Deck and Fence, 19

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/

MORTGAGE/INVESTING

Scotiabank — Global Wealth
Management, 12, 91

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Chantico Fireplace Gallery, 6

Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 12

The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 67, 93

FLOORING

Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor
& Home, 10, 55, 90

Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 87
South Bruce Flooring, 15
The Flooring Place, 69

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Markdale Flowers, 90, 103

FOOD & DRINK/RESTAURANTS/
CATERING/DELI

The Cook’s Cupboard, 31
Top of the Rock, 111

FOUNDATIONS
Cook Concrete, 29
Postech Grey Bruce, 20

FURNITURE & HOME DECOR/
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES

Country Charm Mennonite Furniture, 71
Elegant Stone House, 25

Fulfords Hardware Inc., 31

House Rules Design Shop, 31

Interior Motives, 21

Macdonald’s Furniture & Appliances, 2
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Smitty’s Fine Furniture, 115
The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 67, 93
Topnotch Furniture, 4&5

Wiarton Design Centre div of
Wiarton Home Building Centre, 95

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES

Maxwell Garden Center, 83

GEOTHERMAL

Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &
Heating Inc., 69

GLASS/MIRROR & DESIGN/
GLASS WALLS

The Glass Place, 69

HEATING & COOLING

Ken Philp ClimateCare, 83

Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 12

Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &
Heating Inc., 69

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
HDTV and Electronics, 47
Schneider Electric, 113

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/
RENOVATIONS

Great Lakes Custom Homes, 85
RTC Carpentry Inc., 91, 105
Valley Home Improvements, 93

INSULATION
Airtight Insulation Solutions, 29, 89
High R Construction, 90, 105

INTERIOR DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor
& Home, 10, 55, 90
Fulfords Hardware Inc., 31
Home Town Design, 25
House Rules Design Shop, 31

KITCHEN & BATH

Brubacher Cabinets, 43

Fulfords Hardware Inc., 31

House Rules Design Shop, 31

Luxury Woodworking, 58&59

Wiarton Design Centre div of
Wiarton Home Building Centre, 95
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KITCHENWARE/RESTAURANT SUPPLY
The Cook’s Cupboard, 31

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN

McDonald Crilly Landscaping
& Grading, 29

MACHINERY/SMALL EQUIPMENT/
FARM SUPPLIES

Equipment Ontario, 95
Maple Lane Farm Service, 53

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Wilson Solutions, 17

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Maxwell Garden Center, 83
The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 67, 93

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 10

Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor
& Home, 10, 55, 90

FLESHERTON/MARKDALE
HOME HARDWARE

Flesherton &
Markdale

Elyfome

Markdale and Flesherton
Home Hardware for all your paint,
plumbing, electrical, hardware,
household and outdoor needs.
Markdale now carrying a wide
selection of safety footwear with the
best brands at great prices.
Come in and check out our
new product lines.

As always, our friendly staff
are here to help.

Markdale
519.986.3011

Flesherton
519.924.2430

markdalehomehardware.ca fleshertonhomehardware.ca

Fulfords Hardware Inc., 31
Grey Bruce Paint, 53

House Rules Design Shop, 31
Lockwood Painting, 29, 89
Martin’s Home Hardware, 10

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING
& STAINING

Premier Industrial Painting, 25

PAVING/CEMENT/CONCRETE/
INTERLOCK

Cook Concrete, 29
Extreme Linings and Coatings, 45

PLUMBING

Ken Philp ClimateCare, 83

Mayne Piping and Plumbing, 91, 103

Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 12

Sandy Hamilton Plumbing & Heating Inc., 69

REAL ESTATE

Engel & Volkers — McGregor Hahne
Group, 7

Your one
@ Ome

stop home building centre
building and

improvement store. We carry
lumber, insulation, plumbing,
electrical, roofing, handtools,
windows, doors, paint, cabinets,
and countertops.

Free delivery and estimates.

74 Lorne St., Markdale
519.986.2641

1.800.461.7093

Royal LePage RCR Realty —
Scott Crowther, 87

Sutton Sound Realty Inc. - Krista Gill,
Conrad Brubacher, 3, 91

ROOFING
Reilly’s Roofing, 85

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS

Home Community Support Services
Grey Bruce, 45

STONE PRODUCTS/VENEER
West Shore Stone and Brick Inc., 11

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Budget Blinds of Owen Sound, 25, 89

Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor
& Home, 10, 55, 90

Martin’s Home Hardware, 10
Sunset Blinds, 41

WINDOWS & DOORS
Desboro Doors, 67

rey Highlands:7....

CENTRE GREY
BUILDING SUPPLIES

TOP O'THE ROCK

EVERYTHING YOU NEED...
Groceries - Deli - Bakery
Quick & Easy Meals To Go
All Locally Made!

Stop In, Say Hello & See How We
Can Make Your Life Easier!!

Advance Orders Welcome
Open Daily 7:30 a.m..

Grey Road #13
Eugenia
519.924.3244



cooking at home

BAKED GNOCEH

with Pesto Béchamel

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS VIBRANT BAKED GNOCCHI STARS
A CREAMY PESTO BECHAMEL MADE
WITH FRESH BASIL AND SPINACH.
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INGREDIENTS
2 Tbsp butter

2 Tbsp flour

1 %2 cups milk, heated

Prepared gnocchi

Ya cup pine nuts

Y4 cup parmesan, grated

1 cup fresh basil leaves

2 cups fresh spinach

1 cup mozzarella

Salt and pepper

INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat the oven to 350°F.

To make the béchamel,
melt butter in a heavy-
bottomed saucepan.

Stir in flour and cook,
stirring constantly until the
paste bubbles a bit, but
don't let it brown — about
2 minutes.

Add hot milk, continuing to

stir as the sauce thickens.

Add salt and pepper to
taste, lower the heat and
cook, stirring for 2 to 3
minutes more.

Remove from heat and let
cool slightly.

Put béchamel in a blender
with pine nuts, parmesan,
basil and spinach. Blend
until smooth.

Season with salt and
pepper to taste.

Place gnocchi in an even
layer in a medium-sized

oven-safe dish and pour
sauce on top.

Cover with a layer of
mozzarella cheese.

Bake for 25-30 minutes
until golden. on

“ T qum g0 excited to be using the
gquare DTM wiring devices from
Colhmeider Eflectric in my home.
Platec have typically been

a ctandard for homes and it is
co great to see they have come
cuch a long way in their design.
T ecpecially love all the colours
there are to choose from.”

- Aly Velji

Designer, Alykhan Velji Designs/The Style Guys

* Upgraded aesthetics

* Available in 4 matte
finish colours




finishing touch -- Quality that can be seen and felt in every
— | frame, fabric, feather, spring and stitch.

| .I
F BERNHARDT:
Buchanan Canopy Bed

UNIVERSAL: Past
Forward Poster Bed

Metal bed frames are back in

PHOTO: SANDY MACKAY

style in a big way in all shapes : P o

and sizes. Cast Iron beds i TAKE COVER
were developed in the early E—
1800s, providing a sterile and
durable base. They are still

a healthy choice and look
great in bedrooms for people

BERNHARDT:
Milo Canopy Bed

CRATE & BARREL:
Canyon Arched Canopy Bed

CRATE & BARREL:
Gracia Canopy Bed

of all ages.
i i | H[H | ALL THAT
| " SR BB GLITTERS...

MADE GOODS:
Laken Canopy Bed

w18 Eds

FOTO: SANDY MACKAY. &

PALLISER

MADE GOODS:
Brennan Bed

CRATE & BARREL:
Mason Brass Bed

PHOTO: SANDY MACKAY

s ”““‘I”“ ¢*¢*¥ For the LOVE of
cezznceny | | l [ FINE * * CAN ADIAN
I In FURNITARE ™M¥* FURNITURE

l Hanover - Kitchener
smittysfurniture.com

,‘;

CRATE & BARREL:
Cora Black Iron Bed

COTTAGE
. CHARM

114 | ourhomes HOLIDAY/WINTER 2022/23



THE GREAT LAKES IR )

Frame Company
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