
S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

ourhomes.ca/hamilton

CAMPFIRE 
COCKTAIL

décor
YOU’LL LOVE

LANDSCAPE 
HARDSCAPE

plus

A GRAND NEW BUILD
A RIGHT-ON REMODEL

PEEK INSIDE

2 inspiring
HOMES



sells the west side of Hamilton....

Jennifer & Cindy Sell Condos

Brokerage

(905) 522-3300       www.judymarsales.com

In the Heart of Durand Resort Living on the Water

SOLD

Cindy Murrell-Wright Sales Representative 
905-648-6800 murrell-wright@judymarsales.com

Jennifer Daniel Sales Representative 
905-522-3300 daniel@judymarsales.com  
www.jenniferdaniel.ca 
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Halson Decor Paint & Paper 
1521 Upper Ottawa St Unit #1   
905.388.9983 
halsondecorpaintandpaper.com

RICH COLOUR THAT STAYS 
TRUE OVER TIME.

Find expert service and every colour you can imagine  
at your locally owned Benjamin Moore® retailer.

©2019 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, and the triangle “M” symbol 
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Find expert service and every colour you can imagine at your locally owned Benjamin Moore® retailer.

RICH COLOUR THAT STAYS TRUE OVER TIME.
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BENCHCONDOS.COM

519.804.4000
benchcondos@regorealty.ca

ONE & TWO BEDROOM CONDOS UP TO 1,045 SQ. FT. 
FROM THE MID $300’S

A boutique mid-rise condominium in charming downtown Beamsville offering 

exquisite suites with luxury features, up to 10’ ceilings and parking included. 

Boasting glorious views of the Escarpment and the Lake plus your own rooftop 

terrace with BBQ. Savour elegant condo living in the Niagara Region surrounded 

by renowned wineries, stunning vistas, charming villages and eclectic shopping. 

Life is fine at The Bench. Move in 2020. Learn more and REGISTER TODAY.

S T E P  U P  T O  T H E  B E N C H

Sales Office: 4514 Ontario St, 
Beamsville, ON L0R 1B5

THE BENCH SALES OFFICE
Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Renderings are artist concept. E. & O.E. 

BEAMSVILLE

NEW LOCATION: 

4548 Ontario St, Beamsville ON

905.563.0070

FURNITURE | FLOORING | DECOR

Family owned & operated...Just a phone call away  •  Servicing the Lincoln, Grimsby & Surrounding Area

www.LincolnDesignHouse.ca

MON-WED 10-6 | THURS 10-7 | FRI 10-6 | SAT 9-5

• FURNITURE • DESIGN CONSULTATION • FLOORING  

• AREA RUGS • CUSTOM KITCHENS • CAMBRIA QUARTZ COUNTERS  

• CUSTOM BEDDING • CUSTOM DRAPERIES • WINDOW COVERINGS/BLINDS

Need Inspiration?
Come Visit our HUGE  

17,000 Sq Ft  
Design Showroom

Helping you make  
your house a home

Now Offering

INTERIOR HOME  
RENOVATIONS

LincolnDesignHouse_Sum19.indd   1 2019-06-10   12:55 PM
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BRANT COUNTY’S LEADER IN C  NADIAN HOME FURNISHINGS

Where Quality Meets Great Prices!
420 Lynden Rd, Brantford, ON N3T 5M1 

519.647.3663   dalshomefurnishings.com
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Come visit our  
20,000 sq.ft. Showroom!

QUALITY  CUSTOM  SOLID WOOD  
FURNITURE, BEDS, SECTIONALS, SOFAS, DINING ROOM TABLES, BARSTOOLS & MORE!

by Canadel

Ontario- 

wide 

Delivery

In-Home 
Design 

Consultations

NOW OFFERING

Over 50 Customizable Bar Stools

Made To Order  PICK YOUR HEIGHT + PICK YOUR FINISH + PICK YOUR FABRIC 

THOUSANDS OFCOMBINATIONS

Dals_Sum19.indd   1 2019-06-05   8:38 AM

Great Savings on Manual and Motorized
ROLLERS  •  SHUTTERS  •  SHADING

DUNDAS
242 GOVERNORS RD.

905.966.2251

BURLINGTON
2202 INDUSTRIAL ST.

905.320.4811

BURLINGTON • COLLINGWOOD • HAMILTON • MARKHAM • MUSKOKA • TORONTO
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

THERE’S A CARTOON BY DAVID SIPRESS doing the 
rounds online, with a woman saying “My desire to be well-informed is 
currently at odds with my desire to remain sane.” I am her! Lately, I find 
myself so disheartened by what’s happening in our world.

I admire my husband because when he feels aggrieved he writes 
letters to the powers that be. But if I were to do that every time I heard 
something that upset me, I’d have no time for anything else. 

So for me, this magazine is a balm. I get to share gorgeous products 
and designs with our readers, of course, but I also get to meet generous- 
hearted people who remind me of the beauty in our world. Andy at 
Barnboardstore works magic with wood, and Robyn, who always has 
something fun at Nest, goes to great lengths to promote local artists 
(examples of both on page 17). Leah and Rob took their too-dark home 
to happy bright, making kid-friendly spaces (page 24), and Geoff saw 
an empty lot and imagined and built a remarkable high-ceilinged home, 
where he happens to care for his father (page 44).

Surely we are not doomed, after all. In fact, my recent outing to the 
West Hamilton Artists Tour somewhat restored my faith in humanity. 
So many talented people in just our little corner of the world, sharing 
their vision and creativity, striving for connection. 

Theodore Roosevelt quoted Bill Widener when he wrote, “Do what 
you can, with what you’ve got, where you are.” We all of us have the 
ability to do good. Whether it’s writing a letter, volunteering, making a 
creative statement, enhancing our home for our family or helping out a 
friend or neighbour. Let’s be our best selves!

Enjoy your summer, 

Melissa North, Managing Editor
melissa.north@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca 
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	 24	� Feature Home An Ancaster reno fit for the 
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Sparkling Lights.

	 44	� Home & Builder A spacious new custom 
home, inside and out.
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A remarkable new home 
perfect for entertaining.
Story, page 44. Photography 
by Kelly Horkoff.
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

Y E A R S
50

1969  -  2019

Celebrating Save on an unequalled selection of quality, inspired living, dining and 
bedroom furniture, mattresses and so much more in our 85,000 square 
foot showroom. From contemporary to traditional styles, you’ll find a 
complete range of product lines including Moe’s Home Collection and 
Kincaid Furniture. 

To receive special 50th Anniversary offers and promotions throughout the 
year, sign up to our eClub at stoneycreekfurniture.com

TWO LOCATIONS: 395 LEWIS ROAD, STONEY CREEK AND 7979 WESTON ROAD, VAUGHAN. 1-800-263-8575
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AAHHH, FINALLY. I am sure everyone is pleased to feel the warmth 
of the sun again, it was certainly a long time coming. But one thing’s 
for sure, it always arrives. 

Our sunshine arrived with a wee parcel. Our daughter and son-
in-law presented us with a beautiful baby boy. Now they are busy 
learning to be parents and we are excited to share the joys of being 
brand new grandparents. I wonder when we should start his first 
treehouse, as everyone needs a home to call their own. 

This summer issue of OUR HOMES presents two family homes, 
very different styles for very different folks, and both are gorgeous. 
One family loved their location but couldn’t quite get the feel 
they wanted so they hired Jill Fraser and Christina Wickenden 
to help them create magic. The home was opened up, the colours 
lightened, and new pieces added. The owners are thrilled with the 
results (page 24).

The owner of our next home likes to design and improve each home 
he creates. This one is amazing with unique soaring ceilings and high-
tech electronic systems (page 44). This home is indeed his castle. 

And every castle should be loved, small or large. There is always 
something that needs to be repaired or upgraded, so remember to 
turn to your local businesses. They need your support and are our 
neighbours and friends. Support local – it helps us all! 

Happy reading,

 

Laurie Lotimer, Associate Publisher
laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca
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STORY KRISTIN SCHNELTEN | PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

My husband and I spent years making rough sketches of our dream 
home, bookmarking photos, discussing features we admired in 
other houses, visiting building lots. We had a fairly specific idea 
of our wants and needs, but the reality of building a custom home 
seemed out of reach.

When a cottage we purchased as an investment proved structurally 
unsound, our plans changed and we found ourselves digging through 
our stack of magazine clippings and feverishly researching details. The 
cottage had to come down. In its place we’d build the custom home we 
always wanted.  

While the ins and outs of design decisions and project management 
would come easily to us, financing a home build was utterly perplexing. 
With the mortgage we had in place for the cottage, and modest savings, 
how could we fund the needed construction? Would a lender approve 
us, a couple with no prior homebuilding experience, to be the general 
contractor of our own construction?

We were fortunate enough to enlist the help of Treena French, 
mortgage specialist with RBC, our everyday bank, who answered our 
questions, quelled our fears and walked us through each step (and 
there are many). 

Yes, we could act as general contractors, as we had gathered and 
presented detailed cost estimates and drawings. Yes, our financials were 
sufficient for approval of our small home build. But just how would our 
construction mortgage operate?

Ours was the most common type, a construction draw mortgage. 
The first draw was enough to replace our original mortgage and 
gave us sufficient funds to begin the building process. Then, as work 
progressed on the house, we made three further draws against our final 
mortgage amount. Each time we reached a milestone in construction, 
we contacted Treena, who set the process in motion for the next draw. 

That draw process was straightforward. An independent appraiser 
stopped by to evaluate the percentage of completion, and his report 
indicated that number to the bank, who released the next set of funds.

Those funds could take anywhere from days to weeks to arrive, 
during which time contractors required payment. In addition, each 
draw had its own holdback – a percentage of the funds that are held 

by lawyers until project completion. For these circumstances, we were 
able to utilize our existing line of credit, which was required for the 
construction mortgage’s approval. 

If our line of credit had not been sufficient, or if we were otherwise 
not a good fit with our bank, where could we have turned for our 
mortgage? I contacted Gerard Buckley of Mortgage Wellness to 
gain some insight.

As an independent mortgage agent, Gerard works to match the 
objectives of his clients with the strengths of his various lenders. In the 
case of an insufficient line of credit, the right fit might be a lender who 
offers far more than three or four draws throughout the construction 
process – perhaps on the order of 25 or 30. Buckley describes these 
draws as buckets, noting, “Thirty buckets is less precise and gives more 
flexibility to the homebuilder.”

In our case, four buckets was exactly what we required. We hit no 
snags on the way, only asked a handful of needless questions of our 
lender, and somehow finished on budget. 

I often mention, and speak highly, of the team who built our custom 
home – the tradespeople who spent weeks and months drilling, 
sawing and painting. But, although she was never on site, one of the 
most important players was Treena, our lender. Having an accessible, 
supportive mortgage specialist was crucial to the success of our build, 
and we found that finding someone we could trust and with whom 
we had a comfortable rapport was just as important as choosing 
tradespeople.  OH 

A CUSTOM HOME
Financing

CONSTRUCTION MORTGAGES  
AT-A-GLANCE

COMPLETION

A completion mortgage is one in which the builder receives all 
funds only after the home is complete – therefore all costs for 
the build are shouldered by the builder during the construction 
process. These types of mortgages are more common for homes 
with fewer customizations, as most lenders require construction to 
be complete within 120 days in order to lock in your interest rate. 

With a completion mortgage, your application is approved before 
building commences. But, as the mortgage will not be registered 
in your name until completion, your financial position must remain 
unchanged during this period. A change in employment, a new 
car purchase, additional loan, etc., could jeopardize the mortgage 
of your home.

DRAW 

With a draw mortgage, your mortgage is registered before 
the building process begins. Your builder receives payment 
throughout the build, via periodic draws on the final mortgage 
amount. The interest rate is locked in from the initial draw of 
funds, and you hold the title. 

Each time a draw is initiated, an appraiser assesses the progress 
of the build, and funds are released through a lawyer. As a result 
of these steps, additional fees can be associated with a draw 
mortgage. In some cases, a larger down payment may be required 
up front to purchase land for the project, as well.

Your mortgage specialist will walk you through the details of both 
options, and help you choose the right plan to suit your needs. 

Financing_a_Custom_Home.indd   1 2019-06-11   1:26 PM

Anne Smith 
OWNER, DECORATOR

Nancy Bradley 
DECORATOR

•	 Custom	Draperies,		
Custom	Bedding	

•	 Designer	Fabrics	–		
Over	10,000	Samples	

•	 Upholstery	&	Custom		
Furniture	

•	 Designer	Wallpaper	
•	 Home	Accessories	
•	 Design	Staff	&	In-Home		

Consultation

Designing for  
Hamilton, Ancaster  
& Beyond Since 1989

73 Wilson St. W, Unit 19 
Ancaster Town Plaza

905-648-7979 
buytheyardinteriors.com

Your Complete
Custom Decorating Store

LIGHTING

CELEBRATING

IN BUSINESS

YEARS15

Let us help you achieve the right look 
and feel for your residential home or 

commercial office space.

389 Barton St, Stoney Creek (at Millen Road) 

9 0 5 - 6 6 4 - 1 9 1 2
e l m r i d g e l i g h t i n g . c o m
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2 	 URBAN COTTAGE

Finials
Is it wrong to store keys, jewelry or 
candy in a guild-designed work of 
art? Because these unusual hand-
painted finials, crafted from exotic 
wood and polyresin with epoxy 
finish, are surely objets d’art.

2 McBay Rd., Brantford 
519.720.6777 | urban-cottage.com

1 	 THE URBAN FLOOR STORE

Tile and Flooring
We fell hard for this porcelain 
eight-by-eight-inch floral tile, 
great for floors or perhaps an 
accent above the stove. And 
look how well it coordinates with 
the Bleu Jeans wall tiles and the 
hard wearing, wide plank Ash 
engineered hardwood.

50 Nebo Rd., Unit 2, Hamilton 
905.387.1374 | theurbanfloorstore.ca

3 	 BARTON BATH & FLOOR

Faucet
Add a touch of glam in the 
powder room with this sleek and 
sophisticated faucet set. The Brizo 
Levoir Bath Collection comes in a 
range of finishes, such as nickel, 
chrome and steel, but the luxe 
gold has captured our hearts.

2440 Barton St. E., Hamilton 
905.561.3521 | bartonbathandfloor.com

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

5 	 BARNBOARDSTORE

Cubes
Andy and his team keep coming 
up with beautiful one-of-a-kind 
pieces. We just love these solid 
maple cubes with custom-cut 
glass tops. Pair for a coffee table, 
or separate for end tables or 
bedside tables. 

1044 Cannon St. E., Unit C, Hamilton 
647.667.2102 | barnboardstore.com

4 	 NEST

Artwork
Talented Toronto-based oil painter 
Tony Taylor replaces the faces of 
well-known people with those 
of animals to reflect his sense of 
their character. Recognize Gord 
Downey? Justin and Sophie? Ron 
and Don? Fantastic!

171 Locke St. S., Unit 2, Hamilton 
905.979.6378 | nesthamilton.com

6 	 STONEY CREEK FURNITURE

Sofa
For an easy and comfortable 
room refresh, look no further. This 
contemporary styled, condo-sized 
sofa is available in hundreds of 
designer fabrics, with or without 
the wood base. Let’s have a seat 
and enjoy the season.

395 Lewis Rd., Stoney Creek 
905.643.4121 | stoneycreekfurniture.com

Continued on page 18

Breath some beauty into, and outside, your home 
with our top summer finds.

3

4

5

6

2

Form & Function

1
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8 	 PETER MARTIN APPLIANCES

Range
Want to be your own Top Chef 
Canada cheftestant? With six 
burners and a griddle, the 
Thermador commercial-depth 
Pro Grand range takes cooking 
from chore to pleasure. And isn’t it 
beautiful, too?

140 Hester St., Hamilton 
905.383.2146 | petermartins.ca

7 	� CAMDEN CARPET AND 
INTERIORS / AFTICA DECOR

Flooring
Have you heard of Lauzon 
hardwood flooring? The Quebec 
company embraces forest 
stewardship, only using wood 
from sustainably managed forests. 
And hey, the Titanium finish is 
stunningly resilient, bringing out 
the character of each wood grain.

54 Wilson St. W., Ancaster | 905.648.2434 
camdencarpetsandinteriors.com

9 	 WEEKS HOME HARDWARE

Bistro Set
Pod chairs! Aren’t they fun? 
Not only is this three-piece 
Murano chat set super groovy, 
it’s constructed with non-rust 
aluminium and all-weather resin 
wicker. Now we just need string 
lights and patio palms.

71 Hamilton St. N., Waterdown 
905.689.6618 | weekshomehardware.ca  OH

7 8

9

Sparkling
LIGHTS

5 - 410 Lewis Road  
Stoney Creek, ON  L8E 5Y7 

905.643.7337 | www.sparklinglights.ca

luxury Real EsTate | Investments

COMMUNITY PROFESSIONALS, BROKERAGE   318 Dundurn St S • Hamilton ON  L8P 4L6 • 905.522.1110

VINCENT FRACASSI | 905.522.1110 | fracassiandco.com
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A Consumers clearly want energy efficiency, 
Tim says. “But they also want granite and 
quartz and all the fine features so it’s really 
about trying to strike a balance between 
what buyers can afford to spend. Energy 
efficiency is a hot button for consumers, 
especially with the carbon tax and rising 
utility costs. Buying a home is one thing 
but then carrying the cost of that home is 
another thing.”

Homebuyers also want storage, lots of it. 
“We’re a four-season country,” Tim explains 
using his family as an example. “We’re 
a Brady Bunch family with four kids and 
storage is critical. We have off-season gear, 
four seasons of clothing and four seasons of 
sporting goods.” 

People also want open-concept  
kitchens with an island. “Quartz  
countertops and smart home  
technology score high on the survey  
as well,” Tim says. Other wants include a 
single-detached home, double-car garages, 
brick exteriors, tankless water heaters, LED 
lighting and a main-floor master suite.

What’s surprising is the renaissance of the 
formal dining room. According to the survey, 
formal dining rooms have increased in 
importance since year one of the study. 

What isn’t a priority for new home buyers 
is outdoor spaces. Tim figures it’s because 
landscaping isn’t an immediate concern, 
it’s not part of the purchase and new home 
buyers have to save and budget for outside 

Suprising? Not really says Tim Bailey, division 
president of Avid Ratings Canada Ltd., a 
customer satisfaction company that works 
with Canadian homebuilders to determine 
what buyers want in a new build. 

“The 2018 Canadian Homebuyer Preference 
Study revealed three themes,” Tim says, 
storage solutions, energy efficiency and 
kitchen design.

New home buyers across the country are 
asked to answer 190 questions based on a 
recent new home purchase. It’s the largest 
survey of its kind in Canada. The result is 
a comprehensive report by region, buyer 
type and demographics that Canadian 
homebuilders can use to plan new housing 
projects based on consumer wants 
and needs. 

Avid Ratings is currently compiling results 
for 2019 but Tim doesn’t anticipate dramatic 
changes. There’s only been moderate 
changes in the four years Avid Ratings has 
been conducting the survey. 

STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH

*open concept

*largewindows

wantHOMEBUYERS
WHAT 

“MUST HAVE” NEW 
HOME FEATURES

1. Walk-in closets

2. High-efficiency windows

3. Energy-efficient appliances

4. Overall energy-efficient home

5. Kitchen island

6. Linen closet

7. Open-concept kitchens

8. Large windows

9. Heat-recovery/energy-recovery  
air exchange

10. Certification by a designated  
program (ENERGY STAR,  
Built Green, EnerGuide, etc.)

TOP

10

projects that happen a couple of years down 
the road. 

The 2018 study found the largest cohort of 
today’s Canadian homebuyer is the growing 
family with kids followed by single couples 
with no kids. Millennials have edged out Gen 
Xers as the largest group of homebuyers. 

How does the survey translate for resale 
homes? Tim believes new homes inspire 
renovations to older homes and stimulate 
the resale market.  OH

A recent survey 
of Canadians who 
purchased a newly built 
home shows walk-in 
closets topped their list 
of must-have features.

*fine finishes

PHOTO: 
BONNIE FOX
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Mary Couturier  
Broker B.A. 

Mentor/Consultant

...Because property 
asset building is seldom 

black and white!

Industry expert providing range of 
consultative services depending on 

your individual needs.

Call for a complimentary consultation

905-979-1715
womenandrealestate.ca

BUYING | SELLING | INVESTING

Women and
Real Estate

KEEPING YOU ON THE MOVE!

905.979.1715 | marycouturier.ca

Mary 
Couturier  
BROKER, B.A. 

$589,900
37 Owen Place,  
HAMILTON

$474,900
25 9 Hampton  
Brook Way,  
GLANBROOK

SOLD

$495,000
80 Cove Crescent,  
STONEY CREEK

Couturier Team Off ce Opens July 1st Main Floori
4993 King St, Beamsville  

36 Main St E, Grimsby

RLP_MaryCourturier_Sum19.indd   2 2019-06-10   12:57 PM
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Get creative with 
your flowers. Simple 
arrangements will look 
great on a table, mantel 
or counter. Think parties, 
showers or weddings. 

PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL 
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

Add water to each vase. Squeeze a few drops of food 
colouring into each vase and stir. 

Cut flowers to fit vase. Display and enjoy!

1
2

DIRECTIONS

JUST ADD COLOUR

MATERIALS

5 Clear vases, your choice

Water

Food colouring

Gerbera daisies

MATERIALS

Cylindrical vases in 
three sizes

Small river rocks 

Water

3 Flowers on stems
THROUGH THE 
LOOKING GLASS 

Place a handful of rocks on the bottom of each vase. 
Cut flower stems in various heights. 

Arrange stems between rocks on bottom of the vase. 
Fill vase with water. Enjoy!  OH

1
2

DIRECTIONS

easy
ARRANGEMENTS

OH_Summer_2019_Summer Arrangements.indd   1 2019-05-06   2:43 PM

COME SEE WHAT’S
HATCHING AT NEST!

Unique Canadian handmade 
gifts and home decor items 

for animal lovers. 

171 Locke St S - Unit 2
nesthamilton.com • @nesthamilton

Fascination Florist
1104 Fennell Ave. E, Unit #13, Hamilton  

905.527.2881    www.fascinationflowers.com

Impress Beyond Words

bermanstairs.com   905.646.7329

CNC MACHINING  |  KITCHEN CABINETS  |  ARCHITECTURAL MILLWORK 
CUSTOM WOODWORKING  |  VANITIES  |  COUNTERTOPS  |  EXECUTIVE DESKS 

CABINETS & STORAGE  |  DESIGN  |  ALTERATIONS  |  INSTALLATION

CR TECHNICAL WOODWORKING
233 Arvin Ave, Stoney Creek, ON
905.664.8227  |  www.crtech.ca

Timeless kitchens...from the heart of nature
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When Rob and Leah 
Spehar purchased their 
newly built 2,600 sq. ft. 
Ancaster home in 2011, 
it met the needs of a 
young couple. Fast 
forward almost 10 years 
and the couple were no 
longer just two. They’d 
welcomed daughters 
Kiara and Mackensie, 
now ages 6 and 3, into 
the fold. So when the 
family worried they’d 
outgrown the house, 
they searched for a 
new place to call home. 
Only the search didn’t 
go as planned.

Family First

STORY DENISE WILLSON
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
FLOWERS FASCINATION FLOWERS

Continued on page 26

Leah and Rob Spehar.  

Once dark and drab, the 
Spehar home is now bright 
and upbeat. Custom mantel by 
Barnboardstore and cabinetry 
by The Wright Kitchen.
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W“We couldn’t find a house we liked,” says Leah, smiling wide, “and we 
eventually realized we liked our house.” The couple decided their time 
and money would be better spent renovating what they already owned. 
“The bones were good,” says Rob, “but we needed the house to include 
our girls.” This meant more storage, floors that hide wear and tear, a 
laundry/mudroom suited to a busy household, and kids’ bedrooms that 
wouldn’t be quickly outgrown. The house was in for an overhaul, so the 
family called in recruits.

“From the very first meeting with Andy Clairmont, our contractor, 
we knew he was the one,” says Leah. “He was extremely knowledgeable, 

creative and confident he could bring our vision to life.” Andy is the 
owner of Urban Interiors Kitchens & Bath, a full service renovation 
company, and he feels the same about the Spehars. “It was a joy to 
work on this project,” says Andy. “There is nothing better than clients 
who are as proud of the work done as me and my team are.” Andy and 
the Spehars also agree they couldn’t have done it without the help of 
decorators Jill Fraser (House of Fraser Decor) and Christina 
Wickenden (The Green Door Decor). “It was symmetry,” says 
Leah, “the way we all worked together. It took a lot of trust and belief in 
the same vision. But it turned out even better than expected.”

ABOVE: Space counts! Entertaining and storage are a breeze, 
thanks to the pantry and window seat. RIGHT: Andy Clairmont and 
Nathan Stubbs of Urban Interiors Kitchens & Bath were integral 
to the home’s transformation. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen restyle 
included painting existing cabinetry (decorrestore) and installing 
hard-wearing flooring (The Urban Floor Store).

Continued on page 28
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Almost every room in the house got a 
facelift. And since there were no structural 
changes, there was no need for city permits. 
The open-concept kitchen, dining and living 
room was updated to include a Chadwicks 
& Hacks electric fireplace as the focal point. 
Since the layout already worked for the family, 
the kitchen cabinetry was refurbished by 
decorrestore to look bright and airy versus 
dark and drab. The countertops were topped 
with quartz from Elite Granite & Marble, 
and a pantry and window seat, built by The 
Wright Kitchen, were added to increase 
storage space and allow for more seating. 
“We’re always hosting family holidays,” says 
Leah, “so it was important to make every inch 
usable space. We needed it to be beautiful 
and functional.” 

ABOVE: Decorators Christina Wickenden and Jill 
Fraser brought their talents for affordable style to the 
project. Lionel the cat oversaw everything. RIGHT: 
Where to look? The splendid baby grand piano, or 
the handsome moulding done in Benjamin Moore’s 
sublime Tranquility?

Continued on page 30
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The Wright Kitchen supplied the cabinetry throughout, including 
the built-ins in the living room and laundry room. The staircase 
spindles were stripped and repainted and the stairs topped with a 
plush but durable runner supplied by Alexanian Carpet & Flooring. 
Area rugs were purchased from Rugs Bed & Bath Home Decor, 
and new furniture came from Stoney Creek Furniture. The dated 
round pillars used to separate the kitchen and living area were changed 
to square columns with detailed millwork, a feature now loved by 
the homeowners. And all the lighting was updated, installed by 
Refined Electric. 

The master bedroom was revamped, making great use of the space, 
and wallpaper was used in bathrooms and bedrooms to add interest 
and personality. “The homeowners were willing to take risks,” says 
Christina. “This included the use of bold paint colours and wallpaper 
their young daughters could love into their teenage years.” Jill adds, 
“Every room contains a nod to an element in another part of the home. 
And we really took the time to consider not only how the family lives 
now, but how they will grow there in the coming years.”

The master bedroom, complete with inviting 
reading spot (top), provides Leah with a 
spacious, pretty retreat. “This is my sanctuary,” 
she says. “I love it!”

Continued on page 32

Time to surround yourself with the things you love.

christina@thegreendoordecor.com  
905.870.1706  www.thegreendoordecor.com

Everybody deserves to love their home

905.399.2793

houseoffraserdecor.com

To love yours, call Jill Fraser

Enjoy your summer  
HOUSE OF FRASER DECOR  
will take care of the decorating

Respraying and refacing are available in custom colours with carpenters available for your on-site modifications.

Affordable Options
I didn’t know I had so many

 
220 Nebo Rd . Unit 1 

Hamilton 905.381.4269 

1163 King Rd . Unit 7 
Burlington 905.632.6465

info@decorrestore.ca 
www.decorrestore.ca

REPAINT
REFACE
REPLACE

30  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

feature



The laundry/mudroom combo was also on 
the family’s hit list. “We were always coming 
in from the garage and stumbling over shoes,” 
says Leah. “So when Andy suggested we use a 
stackable washer/dryer system and cabinetry 
to make the room functional, we were 
thrilled.” Not only does the millwork match 
throughout the home, the flooring, supplied 
by The Urban Floor Store, runs the entire 
house. “One of the best choices we made,” 
says Leah, “was replacing all the floors.” The 
creamy-grey hardwood flooring was chosen 
for its resilience. “We wanted the kids to play 
wherever they wanted – no space off limits – 
so it was important to have floors that won’t 
show scuff marks and scratches.”

The girls’ bedrooms are done in delicate colour 
schemes they won’t quickly outgrow. RIGHT: By 
rearranging the layout, big sister Kiara now has a 
fun playspace. 

Continued on page 34

Visit our showroom today or call us at: 905 561 3521 

2440 Barton St E, Hamilton · BartonBathAndFloor.com

Resort-worthy upgrades to amp up your bathroom

Summer staycations
start here.

682 Fennell Ave E Hamilton 
905-385-9274 | www.chadwicksandhacks.com

VOTED HAMILTON’S BEST FIREPLACE 
& BBQ STORE FOR 9 YEARS RUNNING!

2 McBay Road, Brantford 
519.720.6777 |  urban-cottage.com

urban cottage
life style store

STANDING MEN
GRAND OPENING of the
PAUL ELIA GALLERY

1167 Cannon Street East, Hamilton, ON
www.paulelia.ca  •  905-296-8850

FRIDAY, JUNE 21st

from 7 - 11pm
show runs from June 21 - August 3, 2019

JanusBY

905.387.8613 | www.takeusforgranite.ca 
60 Lancing Drive, Unit 1, Hamilton

Never taken for granted, always Take Us For Granite.  
Call us today to discover our custom marble,  

granite and quartz solutions.
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There were, however, growing pains. Living through a four-month 
renovation is not an easy task. Living in the basement with preschoolers 
is even tougher. “It’s safe to say we’ll never live in a house being 
renovated again,” says Rob. He’s now able to laugh about it. “Although 
Andy and his team did their best to make us as safe and comfortable as 
possible, next time we’ll stay at a hotel.”

With the home designed and renovated to meet the needs of 
its growing family, there might never be a next time. “We love our 
house now,” says Leah. “We use every inch, and it suits our lifestyle.” 
Sometimes, the answers aren’t found in the urge to move. Sometimes, 
the answers are right there in front of you, just waiting for a change.  OH

LEFT: Leah is delighted with the functionality introduced into the 
mudroom. “Before, this was a graveyard for shoes. We use this room all 
the time now!” ABOVE: Sophisticated wallpaper and a new countertop 
rejuvenated the previously muted powder room. BELOW: Mackensie, 3, 
and Kiara, 6, enjoy the newly created play area.

C omplete the new f loor 
look with customizable 
air vent covers. C lever!

PAINT & PAPER
decor

Since 1995

HALSON 1-1521 Upper Ottawa St. Hamilton Mountain    (905) 388-9983

M - F  7 : 3 0 a m - 6 : 0 0 p m   |   S AT  9 : 0 0 a m - 5 : 0 0 p m   |   S U N  C L O S E D

We Sell Quality Blinds & Shutters,  
Always At Competitive Prices!

Paint Like No Other™ 

Our most premium paint, engineered to deliver unrivalled 
colour quality and exceptional coverage in fewer coats. 

Brilliant, Rich, 
Everlasting Colour

© 2016 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Green Promise and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks, and Colour Lock and Paint like no other are trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 

Visit us today: 

Retailer Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Phone Number 
Website 

LOGO 

Paint Like No Other™ 

Our most premium paint, engineered to deliver unrivalled 
colour quality and exceptional coverage in fewer coats. 

Brilliant, Rich, 
Everlasting Colour

© 2016 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Green Promise and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks, and Colour Lock and Paint like no other are trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 

Visit us today: 

Retailer Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Phone Number 
Website 

LOGO 

Paint Like No Other™ 

Our most premium paint, engineered to deliver unrivalled 
colour quality and exceptional coverage in fewer coats. 

Brilliant, Rich, 
Everlasting Colour

© 2016 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Green Promise and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks, and Colour Lock and Paint like no other are trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 

Visit us today: 

Retailer Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Phone Number 
Website 

LOGO 

© 2016 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Green Promise 
and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks, and Colour Lock and 
Paint like no other are trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited.

Our most premium paint, engineered to deliver unrivalled 
colour quality and exceptional coverage in fewer coats.

Halson_Sp18.indd   1 2018-01-31   12:13 PM

urbaninteriorsknb.ca  |  50 Nebo Rd Unit 2, Hamilton  |  905.387.1374  |  @urbaninteriors_knb

Untitled-2   1 2019-06-07   4:08 PM
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BEADBOARD 
No longer just for the cottage, use it on any 
ceiling. In a peaked ceiling, try running the 
boards vertically towards the peak, it will draw 
the eye upwards. A real time saver if placed 
right over a popcorn ceiling.  

COFFERED 
DIMENSIONAL 
You need ceiling height 
to get the full effect of 
this style of finish, as the 
elements can overwhelm 
a nine-foot ceiling. This 
design adds formality and 
looks best in a living or 
dining room. 

INDUSTRIAL
The unfinished, finished 
look is not for everyone. 
Exposed duct work and 
wiring can be a turn off 
to some, while others are 
excited by the conversion 
of industrial spaces 
into housing.

1WOOD  
Reclaimed barn boards add rustic, 
textured character and provide 
an interesting colour palette to 
draw from. Plywood is another 
choice and when sealed with a 
gloss varnish, adds warmth and 
simplicity to a space.

Look up. Is a popcorn ceiling 
staring back at you? If so, it might 
be time for a change. Here’s some 
inspiration for that overlooked 
“fifth wall” in every room.
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STORY  
SARA MARTIN

Design_Ideas_Ceilings.indd   2 2019-04-26   12:59 PM

Continued on page 38

Your Drapery and Shade
automation specialists

Fletcher Square: 1970 Rymal Rd. E., Hamilton (Hannon), ON  L0R 1P0
www.coverscanada.ca

Call for a free  
in-home ConSultation

SHOwROOm HOuRS
monday-Saturday 10-5 • Sunday 12-4 

or by appointment

2019

905-692-4440

30 Main St S, Waterford | 519.222.3505 | brusheddesigns.ca

Custom Restyled 
Vintage Furniture  
+ Home Accents  
for home & life

316 Brock Road, Greensville (Dundas) 
905.627.4147 • www.thesourceforhomecomfort.com

Offering the finest collection of quality wood  
and gas fireplace products...since 1975

• GAS FIREPLACES 
• WOODSTOVES 

• HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 

• SALES & SERVICE

Emilio Violin  (905) 807-2330
violincontracting.ca

• SPECIALIST IN HOME  
REMODELING & RENOVATION

• CUSTOM HOMES / ADDITIONS /  
KITCHENS / BATHS / BASEMENTS

• FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

Building your future from foundations of old and new.

905.577.2151  altointeriors.ca   marycath@altointeriors.ca

Ontario’s Most
Award Winning

R

GOLD WINNER

2014

Home Cleaning

36  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

design ideas



5

76
8

METAL
Metal ceiling tiles were 
introduced in the 1800s as an 
affordable alternative to detailed 
plasterwork. Today, reproductions 
are plastic and come in a variety 
of patterns. Of course, if you can 
find the antique tiles, their patina 
and dented appearance will add 
incredible character.

LIGHTING
LED lights come 
in many options 
these days. Pot 
lights are smaller 
and directional and 
bulbs come in cool 
and warm light. LED 
strips or tape come 
in several lengths 
and colours and are 
waterproof.

PAINT  
In some ways, paint is one 
of the easiest ways to finish 
a ceiling, but try to move 
away from white. Stencils, 
stripes, faux finishes 
and glazes will add that 
extra touch or just use a 
high-gloss paint in a rich 
dark colour.

MOULDING
With a seemingly endless 
choice of mouldings 
available, creating a 
design pattern on the 
ceiling is only limited by 
your imagination. Foam or 
plastic ceiling medallions 
can start the design and 
highlight a hanging fixture. 

BEAMS 
If beams are existing and need 
an update they can be re-clad. 
You can paint or stain existing 
beams. Faux wood beams can 
also be added. OH9  
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TRANSFORM YOUR CABINETS  

From Old To New

WITH OVER 15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE ACROSS ONTARIO WE HAVE PERFECTED THE ART OF CABINET RENEWAL

BEFORE AFTERAFTER

BEFORE

Get Your Free Quote Today 
and Achieve Perfect Results for Less

905.929.3852     www.cabinetrenew.ca

AFTER

BEFORE

Spray-Net is the new way to paint your home. With our patented technology, we formulate a custom 
coati ng for brick, stucco, siding, front & garage doors, and window frames. We engineer a unique paint 
for each surface and every painti ng conditi on. Don’t sett le for conventi onal painti ng. 
Choose the next generati on. Choose Spray-Net — the smart way to a beauti ful home.

Our paint is perfect for brick and siding, 
not to menti on your sense of style.

The smart way to 
a beauti ful home.

SPRAY-NET.COM                 289.780.0867

NOWBEFORE
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ABOVE: This herb 
garden by VegTrug 
has individual sections 
for planting a variety 
of herbs. RIGHT: This 
medium VegTrug 
may be all you need 
this summer. 

gardenRAISE YOUR

Raised planters are popping up in backyards 
everywhere, for good reason. Raised gardens can 
be as big, or small, as you want. Plants are easier 
to take care of and organize. They can help keep 
out critters and they’re great for beginners. You 
can make your own raised planters or buy one in 
any size, shape or material.  We’ve selected some 
good ones to consider. 

This large garden bed by Cedarcraft lies flat on the ground 
and is easy to assemble. RIGHT: Make your own veggie 
ladder. Find out how at: ourhomes.ca/mag/planterladder 
BELOW RIGHT: Every gardener needs a bench. This folding 
table from Cedarcraft is versatile. 

Double duty: potting benches 
become bar carts for easy 

outdoor entertaining.  

Ontario-based Livestock 
Equipment Canada makes 
this 4x4 galvanized steel 
raised bed and six-foot long 
galvanized steel tub that are 
perfect for growing. 

Vegetables and herbs need lots 
of sunlight to thrive. The best 
place to position your raised bed 
is on the south side of your home. 

Line your garden bed with 
landscape fabric to make the 
bottom more durable. Fill with 
rich organic garden soil.

1

2

GARDEN BED TIPS

3

4

Tomatoes, peppers, beans, squash, 
melons, cucumbers and eggplant, 
need at least six hours of direct sun 
a day for good yields. 

Other veggies that thrive in raised 
beds: root vegetables, leafy greens, 
onions and potatoes. Don’t forget 
to plant your herbs too!  OH  

Let the kids grow their favourite 
veggies with the VegTrug Kids 
planter and Workbench planter. 
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LAPOINTEDESIGN.COM

905.730.4451 
info@lapointedesign.com

RESIDENTIAL . COMMERCIAL . CONSULTING

I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

&  L A N D S C A P E

FIND 
 YOUR
 STYLE
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THE PLACE: Family owned Sparkling Lights, located 

conveniently in Stoney Creek Décor Centre, is a 3,000 sq. ft. 

one-stop shop for all things lighting. Yagho and Susan Sliva 

decided to pool their considerable skills and experience, his as 

master electrician, hers in customer service, to open the business 

two-and-a-half years ago. They carry interior and exterior lighting, 

fans and controls, offering thousands of different styles to peruse.

LOVE YOUR

Lighting

STORY MELISSA NORTH  |  PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Yagho & Susan Sliva, Olivia, Lucas and Lillian.

THE STYLE: Susan credits Yagho with the easy-to-navigate 

layout of the open-concept space. “He was the brains behind 

everything,” she says. “He wanted to make it as easy as 

possible for people.” While most lighting stores display fixtures 

en masse, Sparkling Lights groups products by use. “If you’re 

looking for a bathroom light, there’s a bathroom section,” 

Susan explains. “We have the space so you can step back and 

look at each piece for its own beauty.”

THE TREND: Two-tone lighting is in vogue, such as black and 

gold or wood and iron. For revamps, it makes coordinating with 

existing finishes particularly smooth. Increasingly popular, given 

busy lives, is easy-to-maintain chandeliers and pendants, which 

are often open and airy. And if you want to stay contemporary 

in the kitchen, the move is from three smaller pendants to 

two oversize ones. With so many options, it’s never 

been simpler to combine function and 

individual style.

WHAT’S HOT: Susan is excited about Ellen DeGeneres’s 

new lighting collection, with mid-century and rustic modern 

influences. “It’s really different, and fun, kind of like her 

personality,” says Susan. A personal favourite: the Anhdao table 

lamp, with an attention-grabbing matte textured-resin base. 

She’s also enthusiastic about the new designs they are stocking 

from industry legend E.F. Chapman. If it’s new and trending, 

you’re sure to find it at Sparkling Lights.

BONUS: Susan and Yagho and their team provide free budget-

conscious consultations and, when you’ve found what you are 

looking for, offer complete installation services.

GET THERE: 410 Lewis Rd., Unit 5, Stoney Creek 

905.643.7337 | sparklinglights.ca  OH
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Geoff Joseph is a man of 
many talents. He’s made 
his mark in the trucking 
business, the exotic 
car biz, and the custom 
home building industry. 
So, where does a man 
who runs successful 
businesses look for 
inspiration? He looks up.

HEIGHTS
Great

STORY DENISE WILLSON
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Continued on page 46

A largely neutral palette allows the 
architectural design to take centre 
stage in the great room. Gorgeous 
fireplace surrounds (here and in the 
master bedroom) by Sarana Tile.

ABOVE: Girgenti Custom Window Treatments installed discreet fully 
automated blinds throughout the home. TOP RIGHT: Considerable 
thought and workmanship went into all of the ceilings, each beautifully 
crafted by V.L. Drywall Services Inc. BELOW: Geoff opted for a mix of 
hardwood flooring and tile, all flawlessly installed by Refined Flooring. 
Kenedy Stairs Inc. built the customized staircase and railings. 
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WWhen Geoff built his 4,640 square foot Ancaster home in 2017, he had 
visions of grandeur, all leading skyward. The home set new heights 
with soaring 21-foot ceilings by V.L. Drywall Services Inc. and 
massive windows from Pollard Windows & Doors – windows 
that offer a stunning view of the tree-lined backyard. “It’s a beautiful 
neighbourhood,” says Geoff. “We’re on a quiet court with mature trees, 
only steps to downtown Ancaster. It’s a great place for my kids, Jacob, 
10, and Julia, 8, to grow up.”

The amazing ceilings are the focal point. The dining room ceiling 
showcases intricate coffered curves, and to the right, the office boasts 
21-inch crown moulding. In the open-concept kitchen and great room, 
the 21-foot ceilings feature a crisscross of thick coffered moulding with 
layered details and hotel-size chandeliers. “The ceiling designs were very 
important to me,” says Geoff. “They tell a story, the story of my family.” 
With his designer, Natalie Kurjancic of Interiors By Natalie, the 
homeowner created the sky-high elements. “The living room ceiling is my 
absolute favourite,” says Natalie. “We came up with the curved diamond 
pattern to complement the circle motif used throughout the home.”

Cynthia Boyer of Cynthia Boyer Interior Designs worked 
closely with Natalie on the millwork design. Continued on page 48

Geoff Joseph

When closed, the 
door from the 
dining room to the 
prep kitchen melds 
seamlessly into the 
wall. Who doesn’t 
love a secret door?!

ABOVE: Custom entry doors indicate the grandeur within. Even the 
interior doors, from Turkstra Lumber, are impressive, weighing in at 200 
pounds each. RIGHT: Natalie Kurjancic of Interiors by Natalie worked with 
Geoff to create a home they are both proud of. BELOW: Homeowner 
and builder Geoff Joseph, photographed with Duke, was hands on in the 
design. “Give a guy auto cad,” he says, “and watch him go!” Natalie Kurjancic
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Because of the ceiling heights, proportion 
became a top design concern. This included 
the jewels of the home, the silver lighting 
provided by Home Lighting. Lights were 
chosen to complement the intricate ceilings 
while still having a presence of their own. 
They also complement the glass wine cabinets 
that separate the bar from the great room. 
“The bar is one of my favourite features,” says 
Geoff. “I’m not a connoisseur of fine wine, but 
I love to entertain.” The family hosts movie 
nights on a regular basis, making good use of 
the cinema room on the lower level. 

The floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace and 
millwork in the living room cover the vast 
span of walls, largely unadorned to showcase 
the architectural beauty. The walls are painted 
Gray Owl (Benjamin Moore), hiding a 
treasure trove of technology. “The Sounds 
Good team did a fantastic job on the sound 
system,” says Geoff. “They provided a fully-
automated Control 4 platform. It’s built into 
the walls and ceiling, flush to the drywall, 
then mud over, and is totally invisible.” It’s 
not the only technological advancement 
running through these walls. The whole 

washrooms also feature quartz by Cambria). The 
bar houses a custom sink with a fitted cutting 
board, and a prep kitchen is hidden behind 
the bar. Peter Martin Appliances supplied 
all the appliances for the home – including a 
total of six refrigerators. The dove gray custom 
cabinetry, built by Wingers Cabinets and 
installed by Mark Doyle, are a stunning 
combination of mirror and curved millwork that 
mimics the intricate ceiling designs. Wingers 
was responsible for the cabinetry throughout 
the entire home, including the custom built-ins 
designed by the homeowner.

house is automated. Almost every room has 
a control panel capable of adjusting lighting, 
music, window coverings, security, media, 
and more – at the touch of a button. Even the 
Ashland Heating & Air Conditioning 
Inc. fireplaces and heated Sarana Tile floors 
can be manipulated with a fingertip. Ashland 
Heating & Air outdid themselves, Geoff 
says, installing a sophisticated two furnace 
zoning HVAC system.

The kitchen island – over 16-feet long – 
spans the entire room. It’s topped with two 
massive slabs of Cambria quartz (the nine Continued on page 50

ABOVE: A prep kitchen runs 
between the main kitchen and the 
dining room. LEFT: Mark Doyle of 
Wingers Cabinets says the project 
was very rewarding. BELOW: One 
of two striking, unique powder 
rooms on the main floor.

Luxurious and practical – ample counter space 
and seating and cabinet storage… an entertainer’s
delight. Even a pass through window to the outdoor
kitchen. Main cabinetry is Benjamin Moore OC-52
Gray Owl. The island and bar area are Benjamin
Moore Secret AF-710.

Mark Doyle
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With four bedrooms upstairs, and one 
bedroom downstairs, there is no doubt this 
abode was built for family. The master is more 
apartment than bedroom; boasting its own 
sitting area with a floating two-way fireplace, 
a built-in wet bar with an Insinkerator hot 
water tap and a two-drawer bar fridge, a 
his-and-hers walk-in closet, and a master en 
suite fit for a king. “We call it ‘the villa’,” says 
Geoff, “because it was designed to feel like a 
hotel or spa.” 

While the results are even better than 
the homeowner envisioned, it wasn’t easy to 
build on a pie shaped lot with mature trees. 
“The lot was the biggest challenge,” says Rob 
Marinic of Prestige Designs, the home’s 
architectural designer. “It’s difficult to take 
advantage of a pie-shaped property without 
putting the house too far back; so this house 
is not your typical box design.” The garage 
placement was also integral to the plan. 
The garage faces inward, maximizing living 
space closer to the street and allowing for a 
substantial amount of outdoor living space 
out back. “I am most proud of the lower level 
walkout courtyard and the wrap-around back 
porch,” says Rob. “Oh, and the six-car garage.” 

Continued on page 52

The master suite is practically a home unto 
itself! A two-sided marble fireplace can be 
enjoyed from the bed or the refined sitting 
area. BELOW: The well-appointed master en 
suite embraces uncluttered style.

 CUSTOM STAIRCASES & RAILINGS

336 Green Rd, Stoney Creek
905.662.4949 | kenedystairs.com

  @kenedystairs    kenedy stairs inc

905.383.2146 • 140 Hester St, Hamilton

www.petermartins.ca  

3 MORE Selection  3 MORE Service

3 MORE Knowledge  3 MORE Peace of Mind

Sales - Service - Installation

匀䄀刀䄀一䄀吀 䤀 䰀 䔀 ⸀ 䌀伀䴀
倀䠀伀吀伀   ꤀ 䰀 䤀 䜀䠀吀伀唀吀
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The landscaping was also a challenge; the swells were difficult 
to incorporate into the design. City approvals were needed. But 
everything fell into place and the homeowner and his children have an 
outdoor space they love, especially the outdoor kitchen. Equipped with 
a built-in barbecue, an outdoor fireplace and an outdoor television, the 
family plans to spend an endless number of summer days and nights 
outside. “I’m a busy man,” says Geoff, “so I want quality time with my 
kids and family. This house makes it happen. We love to sit outside and 
watch the stars.” 

Which is, of course, what one would expect of a man who takes his 
inspiration from above.  OH

ABOVE: D.O.T. Furniture, Lakeshore Living, 
and Granite Plus all had a hand in furnishing 
the well-equipped outdoor kitchen and patio. 
TOP: Geoff loves wheels – two and four. The 
Viper and Ferrari, from his exotic car business, 
Ultimate Exotics, are right at home here.

The plush home 
theatre on the lower 
level is a hit with 
Julia and Jacob.

Julia, Jacob and Geoff.

SPECIALISTS IN THE DESIGN & CREATION  
OF CUSTOM CABINETRY FOR ANY SPACE

905.768.1322 | wingerscabinets.com

INTERIORS BY
NATALIE

NATALIE KURJANCIC Interior Decorator 
905.745.1074    interiors_by_natalie 

nataliekurjancic@yahoo.com
HAMILTON & SURROUNDING AREAS

Services Inc.
Drywall

Services Inc.
Drywall

 905-387-0474
vldrywallservices@gmail.com

10-1521 Upper Ottawa St, Hamilton    905.385.0761    girgenti.ca
Burlington: 905.634.8851    Toll-Free: 1.877.729.2316

 A R T | I N T E R I O R S | D E S I G N

w w w . c y n t h i a b o y e r . c o m

C Y N T H I A B O Y E R 

2D + 3D concept rendering for renovation planning
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1. SURYA: Continental Jute Woven Rug in 
Cream  2. CIOT: Basalto Porcelain Tile in 
Bronzo  3. ELK GROUP INTERNATIONAL: 
French Versailles Masterpiece Mirror  
4. ELF: Free Spirit Shoulder Bag in Light 
Tan  5. BED BATH & BEYOND: Ampersand 
Charleston Standing Coat Rack  6. CURREY 
& COMPANY: Cypriot Bottles in Medium 
and Small  7. SIMONS: Haut Beau Wool and 
Linen Scarf in Blue  8. ANTHROPOLOGIE: Ale 
by Alessandra Sancho Straw Rancher Hat in 
Gold  9. CANADEL: Loft Buffet in Cognac Wash  
10. STRUCTUBE: Vesta Vase 40cm  11. PIER 
ONE: White Faux Magnolia Branch  12. PIER 
ONE: Large Carson Natural Wicker Basket  
13. ELTE MKT: Reach Vase in Black  OH

PH
O

TO
: J

A
SO

N
 H

A
RT

O
G

  |
  D

EC
O

RA
TO

R:
 A

N
D

RE
A

 B
RA

M
H

IL
L

1

styleENTER IN

Recreate this look in 
your own home.
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DoubleTake_Summer19.indd   1 2019-04-08   3:42 PM

Unique furniture, accessories & collections for your home, garden & cottage, featuring 
re-purposed and renewed Vintage Canadian, Industrial & Rustic furniture

289.238.8618  •  43 Cootes Drive, Dundas  •  grahamandbrooks.com

HOME • GARDEN • COTTAGE

1044 Cannon St E, Unit C, Hamilton
hamilton@barnboardstore.com 

 @barnboardstore

barnboardstore.com
Leading supplier of  

barnboard, reclaimed  
wood, live edge  

and custom furniture

BarnboardStore_Half.indd   1 2019-06-06   1:41 PM

CUSTOM CABINETRY & MILLWORK

289-244-9083 | Hamilton, ON
silverbirchwoodworks.com

B r i ng  l u xu r y  l i v i ng  home

C
REATING PIECES TO L

A
ST

SI
LV

ERBIRCH WOODWORKS
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COCKTAIL
Campf ire

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

INGREDIENTS

Chocolate chips  

Graham crackers  

Amaretto 

Bourbon 

Stout of choice  

Roasted marshmallows

DIRECTIONS

To prepare rim, melt chocolate 
chips (in the microwave, on the 
stove or over the campfire). 
Crush graham crackers on 
a plate. Spread the melted 
chocolate along rim and dip 
into graham crackers to coat. Fill 
glass with ice and add ½ ounce 
each of Amaretto and bourbon. 
Top with stout and garnish with a 
roasted marshmallow.  OH

You don’t need 
an open flame 
to create this 
campfire-inspired 
summer cocktail. 

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

Good_Taste_Campfire_Cocktail.indd   1 2019-04-24   10:18 AM

54 Wilson St W Ancaster | 905.648.2420
438 Mohawk Rd W Hamilton | 905.574.2434
754 Queenston Rd Hamilton | 905.560.5955 

afticadecor.com

Aftica Decor

Brilliant, Exterior Colour, 
Engineered to Last

Paint Like No Other
®

Best in class. Proprietary technology locks in 
rich colour for superior fade resistance. 

Stop by or call. We’re here to help!

©2017 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol  
are registered trademarks, and Colour Lock is a trademark of Benjamin Moore & Co.

Catlin.ca | 289.427.1092 | jcatlin@catlin.ca

C A T L I N
DESIGN .  BUILD .  RENOVATE 

C A T L I N
DESIGN .  BUILD .  RENOVATE 

CUSTOM HOMES | ADDITIONS
WHOLE HOME & CONDO RENOVATIONS

Quality and craftsmanship.  
Our family name is our reputation.

• NOW BOOKING •

Fall 2019 / Winter 2020

MEET .  CONCEPT .  DESIGN .  SELECT  

.  CONSTRUCT .  INSPECT .  ENJOY!

Working together to design, 
manufacture and install custom 
cabinetry, using your choice of 
fine and exotic wood, man-made 
materials and custom chosen finishes, 
expertly crafted to suit your lifestyle 
and needs...from start to finish.

9 Meadow Lane . Dundas ON | 905.627.2302
www.uniquecustomcabinets.com

Cabinetmaker Tim Dagg

UniqueCustomCabinets_HalfVert.indd   1 2018-10-30   1:12 PM
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Light up the summer night with  
easy-to-make solar light posts. Store-
bought solar lights, commonly used 
on pathways or flower beds, become 
task lights in a cluster. Use on the 
deck, around the pool or at the lake. 

LIGHT 
POSTS

Nautical

3
4

5

6

1 Cut post into three lengths measuring 38, 32 and 26 
inches each. Your lumber yard can make cuts for a 
small charge.

Using a drill paddle, drill a hole 2-inches deep in the 
top centre of each post for the solar light stem.2

DIRECTIONS 

PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL 
PHOTOGRAPHY  TARA CHATTELL

Use L brakets to attach 
posts together.

MATERIALS
1 6x6-inch post, 8-foot length 

3 Solar lights with stems

4 L brackets

2 Flat brackets

24 1-½-inch woodscrews 

15 feet of rope (pick your  
desired thickness)

1-¼-inch finishing nails

Paint or whitewash

TOOLS
Saw 

Drill

Drill paddle (of the  
same diameter size  
as the light stem)

Screwdriver

Finishing nails

Hammer

Paintbrush or roller

Paint posts and let dry thoroughly.  

Arrange and attach posts together with brackets and 
screws – L brackets for inside corners, flat brackets on the 
back side. 

Attach rope around the middle of the post bundle. Tuck 
ends in behind wrapped rope and nail end in place. Using 
finishing nails, tack rope into post in random areas to 
hold in place.

Cut solar light stems to 2 inches or desired length.Insert 
light stems in posts, attach solar lights to stems. Enjoy.  OH

OH_Summer_2019_Projects_Nautical Light Posts_REV.indd   1 2019-04-10   1:03 PM

The preservation of trees improves not only our
quality of life, but also the lives of generations to come.

Preserve trees - Improve life.

pruning  |  tree & shrub  |  fertilization  |  organic plant health care  |  dynamic support systems

insect & disease monitoring & treatment  |  hazardous limb & tree removal  |  arborist reports for pre & post construction

arborwood.ca
1.888.721.8882  |  905.681.9933
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 
HAMILTON AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

BRUSHED DESIGNS –
DREAM, CREATE, INSPIRE!  
Brushed Designs is located on 
Main Street in the picturesque 
town of Waterford nestled in the 
heart of Norfolk County. This 
go-to destination focuses on 
breathing new life into vintage 
furniture and offers a curated 
mix of home accents for you 
and your home. Each and every 
item is hand-chosen and is a 
little bit of everything we love!

Our aim is to inspire and 
assist others to decorate their 
home, cottage and lifestyle.  
We offer an eclectic range of 
products like Lampe Berger, Sid 
Dickens tiles, lighting, artwork, 
baby items and many Canadian 
made items.

We are proud to be a 
certified retailer of Canadian 
Fusion Mineral Paint, 
Homestead House Milk 
Paint and Artisan Chalk-
Style FAT Paint. The paint is 
complemented by a large 
assortment of paint accessories, 
hardware, and wallpaper to help 
you transform your furniture!

If you have furniture that 
needs a new look, we offer 
custom painting services at 
reasonable prices. We also like 
to encourage your creativity by 
offering various workshops and 
consultations.   

Brushed Designs was 
founded on a love of family, a 
passion for painting and for all 
things beautiful. We want you 
to fall in love with your home all 
over again!  
30 Main St S, Waterford
519.222.3505
brusheddesigns.ca

 brusheddesigns  brushed4u
(Please see ad on pg 37)

GIRGENTI – WINDOW 
TREATMENT EXPERTS
Whether you are involved in a 
new construction build or the 
renovation of your home or 
business, our professional design 
team will ensure your vision 
becomes a reality.

With over 50 years of 
experience in the industry, our 
design team has the knowledge, 
tools and expertise to design 
and install any type of window 
treatment.

We have expertise in colour 
consultation, fabric selections 
and motorized technology to 
design custom treatments for the 
windows in your home or work 
space. We have the experience 
and vision to bring all aspects of 
design together to create the right 
solution for the right space.

To complement any space, our 
offerings include shades, shutters, 
custom drapery designed with 
an extensive selection of quality 
fabrics and hardware, custom 
bedding collections, re-upholstery, 
colour consultation and innovative 
exterior shading systems.

We take pride as specialists in 
window shading technology. We 
will create a system where natural 
light can be controlled with a 
single touch of a button or using a 
mobile device.

In summer months, any 
opening such as covered porches, 
verandas or balconies, can be 
protected from insects using a 
motorized insect screen.

As a family operated business, 
we are committed to achieving 
excellence. 
10-1521 Upper Ottawa St, 
Hamilton: 905.385.0761
Burlington: 905.634.8851 
girgenti.ca
(Please see ad on pg 53)

HAMILTON TO NIAGARA 
WELCOMES CONDO 
STARTS AND REVAMPING  
First time buyers and empty 
nesters are happily benefiting 
from the bustling condo  
market our real estate market  
is offering! 

If you look closely you can 
see all the new high rises going 
up in our city and beyond – from 
downtown to the waterfront 
and on down the shores of 
Lake Ontario, our horizon is 
changing. 

This new development is 
supplying commuting buyers 
as well as investors looking to 
rent and couples looking to 
downsize with opportunities 
that a few years ago were 
hard to find in our area. These 
properties are being benefited 
by the ever expanding GO 
services. 

We are also seeing a lot of 
rejuvenation in the older condo 
buildings our City of Hamilton 
put up years ago – lots of these 
buildings offer units with much 
more square footage than the 
newer buildings offer; these 
are of particular interest for our 
baby boomers who are used to 
their space and things. 

If you are in the condo 
market, please don’t hesitate to 
give me a call, I’m here to help 
out with your questions and 
purchases.
Jennifer Daniel  
Sales Representative 
Judy Marsales Real Estate 
905.522.3300 
daniel@judymarsales.com  
jenniferdaniel.ca
(Please see ad on pg 3)

DECORRESTORE –  
“I DIDN’T KNOW I HAD 
SO MANY AFFORDABLE 
OPTIONS”   
We hear this a lot from our 
customers. Once they come into 
our Nebo Rd. showroom they 
are impressed with the variety 
of services we have to offer. Our 
specialty is kitchen makeovers 
without breaking the bank. We 
provide significant savings in 
time and money over traditional 
kitchen renovation projects by 
offering several options to fit 
any budget. We can Respray 
those old kitchen cabinets for a 
do-it-yourself install… or offer full 
onsite service if you prefer. We can 
Reface with decorrestore’s new 
polymer line, or custom paint one 
of the many HDF door selections 
available in our showroom, or we 
can Replace with a modern or 
traditional line of cabinetry. 

Restyling to cabinet layouts, 
custom islands, beverage 
stations, crown moulding, 
upgrades for recycling centres 
and bar fridges – all are 
available. You do not always 
have to tear out your kitchen. 
Our kitchen designers are 
ready to assist you in realizing 
your new vision. We also carry 
Caesarstone, Cambria, Lucent 
and other quartz and laminate 
lines of countertops.
Visit our showroom to discuss 
the restyling options available 
to you. Expect quality service 
at an affordable price from the 
professionals at decorrestore.
220 Nebo Rd, Unit 1,  
Hamilton | 905.381.4269
1163 King Rd, Unit 7, 
Burlington | 905.632.6465
decorrestore.ca
(Please see ad on pg 31)

Antique & vintage: furniture, collectibles, sports 
memorabilia, comic books, coins, crystals, 

silverware, jewelries, glassware, frames, 
paintings, masks, porcelain, art decor, shabby 

chic, and curiosities from all over the world.

q
q
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Welcome To The Neighbourhood!

ALL THE VISITS ARE FREE  |  NO OBLIGATION  |  COMPLIMENTS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES

Bringing Local Community Information and Gifts
Welcome Wagon offers part-time career opportunities in your community.

Visit our website to register: www.welcomewagon.ca or call 1.844.299.2466

Moving or new to 
the community?

Planning a 
wedding?

Expecting or  
had a baby?

STYLE 
   with a story.

A fair trade retailer since 1946        •         162 Locke St. S., Hamilton       •           / VillagesHamilton

Complete and comprehensive coverage throughout Hamilton & Area: 
ANCASTER, DUNDAS, STONEY CREEK, FLAMBOROUGH,  

MOUNT HOPE, BINBROOK, WATERDOWN and all points in between.

Many of our advertisers also have OUR HOMES on display in their establishments  
for you to pick up and enjoy! Look for them while visiting throughout the area!

SOME OF THE 
PLACES YOU 
CAN FIND US.

Aftica Decor  54 Wilson St W, Ancaster 
438 Mohawk Rd W, Hamilton • 754 Queenston Rd, Hamilton

Barton Bath + Floor  2440 Barton St E, Hamilton 

Brushed Designs  30 Main St S, Waterford 

Buy The Yard Interiors  73 Wilson St W Unit 19, Ancaster Town Plaza 

City Lightz  2444 Barton St E, Hamilton 

Creative Visions Rustic & Contemporary Furniture   
410 Lewis Road, Unit 15, Stoney Creek

Dal’s Home Furnishings  420 Lynden Rd, Brantford

Dolce Kimera  71 King St W, Dundas

Elm Ridge Lighting  389 Barton St, Stoney Creek

Fascination Flowers  1104 Fennell Ave E, Hamilton 

50 Point Market  15 Lockport Way, Stoney Creek 

Graham & Brooks  43 Cootes Dr, Dundas 

Habitat for Humanity  285 Nash Rd N, Hamilton 

Halson Decor Paint & Paper  1-1521 Upper Ottawa St, Hamilton Mountain 

Judy Marsales Realty Offices  986 King St W, Hamilton 
263 Locke St S, Hamilton • 253 Wilson St E, Ancaster 

Lulu And Lavigne Home Studio  228 Locke St S, Hamilton 

Nest  171 Locke St S, Unit 2, Hamilton

Satellite Gardens  1167 Rymal Rd E, Hamilton

Sobeys Stores  Meadowlands Ancaster, Waterdown & Stone Church Rd

Sparklng Lights  5 - 410 Lewis Rd, Stoney Creek

Stoney Creek Furniture  395 Lewis Rd, Stoney Creek

Take Us For Granite  60 Lancing Dr, Unit 1, Hamilton

10,000 Villages  162 Locke St S, Hamilton

The Dutch Mill Country Market  533 Millgrove Side Rd, Dundas

The Millionaire’s Daughter  272 Ottawa St N, Hamilton

Treasure Chest  293 Ottawa St N, Hamilton

The Urban Floor Store  50 Nebo Rd, Unit 2, Hamilton

Urban Cottage  2 McBay Rd, Brantford

Weeks Home Hardware  71 Hamilton Rd N, Waterdown

Wick’d Wax Creations  203 Ottawa St N,, Hamilton
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CAMPFIRE COCKTAIL

décorYOU’LL LOVE

LANDSCAPE HARDSCAPE

plus

A GRAND NEW BUILDA RIGHT-ON REMODEL

PEEK INSIDE2 inspiring
HOMES

You can pick up your free 
copy of OUR HOMES at 
the following locations:

Ontario’s Most Comprehensive  
Homes-Related Online Directory

CLAIM YOUR 
LISTING NOW!

3Claim your business listing and expand your online presence

3Generate leads from THE LIST’s Lead Forms    

3Geo targeting

3Improve brand awareness and increase local visibility

3Enhance your profile with product/service  

descriptions, pictures and testimonials

3Strengthen your business’s reputation    

3Boost your SEO   3 Increase traffic to your website

If you or your business offers services or  
products for homes in Ontario, customers  
will find you on THE LIST by OUR HOMES. 

Regional OUR HOMES magazines saturate  
14 local markets in Ontario, connecting our 

advertisers to over 5,000,000* readers annually. 
*Source – Google Analytics/Salt Strategy 2016 Readership Survey

Amplify your company’s market 
opportunities with our expanding reach!

thelist.ourhomes.ca



PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Introducing some of our industry favourites.

EVERYONE
Needs an Expert

AT WORK
Latest Trends: Tropicals are 

very popular for outdoor planters. 
Reader Tip: Fertilizing plants whether 
they are indoors or outdoors is very 

important. Clients Love: Our advice on 
how to plant their gardens. Even if they 

did not purchase plants here we will 
have the answers to their questions. 

Job Perk: Love working with 
plants, in the outdoors.

CATHY 
FERRERI
Satellite Florist & Garden Centre 

We are your garden store with more! 
Our friendly and knowledgeable staff are 
committed to quality and service, and 
have the expertise to help you achieve 
the garden of your dreams. We create 
beautiful floral arrangements for every 
occasion, using only the freshest, highest 
quality flowers and have a vast selection 
of home and garden décor.

AT WORK
Professional Motto: 

Presentation matters, sell strong 
and stage. Goal: To optimize the 

equity in every home by enhancing 
perceived value. Where To Splurge: Art, 
pillows and accessories. Quick Update: 
Currently working with leading agents 
looking to amp up their listings. Stay 

tuned to see new builds we 
are working in late 2019 

with builders.

TAMARA GRANT
Destined Dreams

Destined Dreams is a multi award-winning home 
staging firm based in Hamilton. Our team 
of real estate expert professional 
stagers provide home staging 
designs, consultations, 
redesign services and 
special events. We have 
the solutions to get homes 
sold quickly with some of 
the most successful real 
estate agents around.

AT HOME
Garden Style: As low 

maintenance as possible, since 
our work takes up a lot of our time. 

Favourite Foliage: Lots of patio 
planters and flowering shrubs for colour. 

Summer Holiday Spot: Florida in the 
summer, but our job keeps us busy 

then! Hot or Cold: Warm. But 
when October rolls in I am 

ready for winter. 

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Hamilton 

central mountain. Favourite 

Room: Family room. Summer Break: 
Road trips in my new truck! Morning 

Must: A good cup of coffee, silence 
and my morning affirmations. 
Dog or Cat: I had two kittens 

in the past, but now I 
am pet free.

Staging items courtesy Irene Wright, The Rental Department.

Continued on page 66
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JAY CATLIN
Catlin Inc.

Family owned and operated, Catlin 
Inc. provides whole-home renovations, 
additions, new builds and design services. 
We take care of both you and your home 
every step of the way. It’s a promise we 
keep – our name is our reputation.

CASSANDRA NOVOSEL,  
JIM FEE &  
LORI NEGRINOTTI
Stoney Creek Furniture

Stoney Creek Furniture has been part of the community for the past 50 years, 
offering a friendly, non-commission, unique shopping environment. We offer 
current styles and exceptional value for all needs and budgets. We’re here to help 
you create a more beautiful home.

LORI
Home Wish: 

Dreaming of a new 
kitchen someday. Summer 

Fun: Up north with the 
family. Guilty Pleasure: 
Lobster with loads of 

hot butter!

CASSANDRA 
Dream Home: Modern 

farmhouse on the 
escarpment. Fun In The 

Sun: Spending time at the 
water. Guilty Pleasure: 

French fries.

JIM
Dream Home: 

Cabin by a mountain 
lake. Summer Fun: Hiking, 

and walking on the 
beach. Guilty Pleasure: 

Ice cream.

AT WORK 
Company Credo: Showcase 
quality products and provide 

exceptional service, putting our 
customers’ needs first. Store Style: 

Classic furniture meets transitional living 
for today’s lifestyles. Years In Business: 

50 years. Trending Faves: Lighter 
wood finishes and blend-down 

seating that’s ever so cozy.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Nakoma. 

Home Style: Craftsman. 
Favourite Room: The garage. 

Summer Holiday: Quiet cabin by 
the water. Favourite Recipe: 

Corona with lime.

AT WORK
Design Philosophy: Design 

first, then build to last. Showroom: 
We’re at 919 Fraser Dr., Burlington. 

Current Project: Second storey 
addition in Greensville. Splurge On: 
Hiring experienced professionals; 

no materials look good when 
incorrectly installed.

Continued on page 68
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There’s no better way to 
protect wood.

Only Beauti-Tone’s Wood•Shield Best 
stains are made in Canada and specially 
formulated to withstand the extremes of 
our unique climate. Easy to apply, 
Wood•Shield Best stains have excellent 
adhesion and penetration, rejuvenating 
wood surfaces for long-lasting durability 
and protection – perfect for decks, siding, 
and more. Plus, they’re available in all the 
right colours.

Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. 
beauti-tone.ca
Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. 

stain_beautitone.indd   1 2019-02-07   3:38 PM

JORDAN AT HOME 
Dream Vacation: Island of 

Okinawa, Japan. Dog or Cat: 
Dog – our 16-year-old store 

mascot, Pierre. Favourite Part of 

Summer: Enjoying the beautiful 
sunsets. Beach Day or Hike: 

Beach day!

AT WORK
Business Philosophy: Quality 

products at the best prices. Hot 

Item: Connecting your window 
coverings with Google Home. Top 

Service: Free “in-home” design 
consultation with our expert 
designers. Success Secret: 

We treat our customers 
like family.

JOHN FIORINO,  
ALIVIA LOEWEN, 
JORDAN CECCHI, 
MELISSA REY,  
TINA LARSEN,  
ANNE CLARKSON, 
JANICE BAKER  
& DAVE CECCHI
Interiors By Better Shade

We’re Niagara’s finest decorating centre with the latest and greatest in window 
coverings as well as furniture. Our newly designed showroom provides new ideas for 
every window. Come see Ontario’s largest Hunter Douglas interactive area and Own 
The Light, the first ever motorized Skylift system on display at a retail store.

Continued on page 70
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MARC 
BEAUDRY
Spray-Net

We formulate our own lines of 
exterior coatings tailored for each 
surface we paint. Then everything 
is spray applied to provide the same 
factory finish as new. We deliver the 
convenience of a professional exterior 
painting service, with the benefits of 
replacement, all backed by our 15-year 
no-peel warranty.  OH

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Port 

Credit. To Do: Go back to 
Spain with my wife and daughter. 
Favourite Getaway: Visiting my 

family in New Brunswick. Summer 

Sport: Biking. Coffee or Tea: 
Coffee. Latte to be exact.

AT WORK
Success Secret: Surround 
myself with great people! 

Inspiration: My dad. He was a hard 
worker, had integrity and was well 

respected. Current Project: We do one 
transformation a day, so we have many 

on the go. Colour Trends: Different 
shades of greys, but light colours 

(whites) are coming back.

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

75 Hempstead Dr #3, Hamilton 
905.389.0521 | pattersoncabinets.com

MOVERS LTD.

Sarah, Wendy and Andrew 
Family Owners

Ariaan (Harry) Mans 
Founder 

Family owned and 
operated since 1978. 
Celebrating our 41st 

Year in Business!

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

EST 1978
Family

Owned & 
Operated

W
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OVE MOUNTAINS FO
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O
U

www.mountaineermovers.com

CALL FOR ALL YOUR MOVING NEEDS

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
•	 3,534	sq.	ft.	including	4	bedrooms	
•	 Each	with	Ensuite	Access
•	 10	ft	Main	Floor	Height	
•	 9	ft	Second	Floor	Height
•	 Fully	Upgraded	Kitchen

By Appointment.  Call 905.318.3800

H A M I L T O N 100 CHESTER AVENUE  •  50 x 140 FT. DEEP LOT  •  $1,099,900  

VISIT: 	www.S C A R L E T T H O M E S .com

A N C A S T E R 3 DEERFIELD LANE  •  WALKOUTS AVAILABLE

PRESENTATION CENTRE OPEN 1 - 5 DAILY  •  CLOSED FRIDAY 

Custom	Built	by	SCARLETT	HOMES	LTD.

OVER TWENTY MODELS 
PRICED FROM $869,900 TO $1,399,900

Main	Floor	Master	Bedroom	Designs

Call 905.318.3800

Email:  info@scarletthomes.com

www.SCARLETTHOMES.com Custom	Built	by	SCARLETT	HOMES	LTD.
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PAVLOVA
with citrus curd 

THIS MERINGUE-BASED
DESSERT IS CRISPY ON THE
OUTSIDE AND SOFTER INSIDE. 
CITRUS JUICE AND BERRIES
MAKE IT SUMMER FRESH.

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH 

INGREDIENTS

4 egg whites 

Pinch of salt 

¼ cup cold water 

1-¼ cups sugar

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1 tsp vinegar 

1 Tbsp + 1 tsp cornstarch 

INGREDIENTS

4 egg yolks 

¼ cup citrus juice of choice 
(lemon, blood orange, etc.)

1 tsp citrus zest 

¹⁄³ cup sugar 

3 Tbsp unsalted butter  

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 300°F. Line a 
baking sheet with parchment 
paper. Draw a six-inch circle in 
the centre on the side of the 
parchment that will face down. 
This will be your guide when you 
shape the pavlova. 

Combine egg whites and salt 
in a stand mixer and beat on 
medium-high until stiff peaks 
are formed. Be careful not to 
over-whip the egg whites at this 
stage. The egg whites will be 
thick and foamy and a peak will 

DIRECTIONS

Combine all ingredients in 
a double boiler and heat 
on medium-high, stirring 
continuously until mixture 
thickens and coats the back of a 
spoon. Strain curd through a fine 
mesh sieve into a bowl. Cover 
the top of the curd with plastic 
wrap directly on the curd and 
chill until cooled. 

GARNISHES

Fresh whipped cream  
Berries  
Mint  
Powdered sugar 

ASSEMBLE PAVLOVA

Assemble shortly before serving. 
Fill the centre of the pavlova 
with curd, whipped cream and 
berries. Garnish with mint and 
powdered sugar.  OH 

Pavlova Citrus Curd 

Pavlova is named after 
Russian bal lerina 
Anna Pavlova.

form when the beater is lifted 
out of the egg. Turn the mixer 
to low and slowly add the water 
and then the sugar. Turn the 
mixer back up to medium-high 
and beat until stiff peaks are 
again formed. The eggs will be 
thick and glossy. Remove bowl 
from mixer and fold in vanilla, 
vinegar and cornstarch. 

Pile the meringue onto the 
circle on the baking sheet. With 
a spatula, smooth edges and 
top of the pavlova so it almost 
forms a dome. If preferred, 
create ridges in the side of the 
pavlova by swiping the sides in 
an upward motion. 

Bake the pavlova for 30 minutes. 
Do not open oven! Turn oven 
down to 275°F and bake for 
another 45 minutes. Let cool 
completely in the oven for an 
hour or overnight. It is normal 
for the pavlova to crack and the 
centre to sink in. 

Remove from oven when cool.

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

Pavlova.indd   1 2019-06-12   10:50 AM

905.648.2852  ancasterelectric.ca  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ELECTRICAL SERVICE

• LANDSCAPE LIGHTING • POT LIGHT UPGRADES • SERVICE UPGRADES  
• HOME AUTOMATION • HOME AUDIO & VIDEO • NEW HOME & RENOVATIONS

Get ConnectedGive your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect, 
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Stacey-Ann Ricard
905.537.5074 

staceyann.ricard@ourhomes.ca

Dianne Brown
905.975.0280 

dianne.brown@ourhomes.ca

STAGE IT! LIST IT! SELL IT!

1. Sells homes faster
2. Buyers are able to visualize the 

space as their own
3. Make more money with elevated 

look of property value
4. Online photos look much better 

than competition and stands out
5. Less than the cost of a price 

reduction

Solutions to get your house SOLD QUICKLY!

AFTER

BEFORE

Why Stage withDestined Dreams?

Destined Dreams has gone above and beyond 
to bring out the best features our property has 

to offer. We have sold our 
house in 1 day ... and for 

above asking price! Your 
staging was one of the 

biggest factors in the sale 
of this house.Tara Montana, President  

MONTA Investments Inc.

• HOME CONSULTATIONS •
• VACANT & OCCUPIED HOME STAGING •

• REDESIGN • EVENT DECOR •

RESULTS! Sold in 48 

hours above asking price!

Tamara Grant USC™ TCSS™ RESA®  
Certified Home Staging Expert 
647.891.3381 | DestinedDreams.ca

• PROFESSIONAL TILING & RENOVATION SERVICES • 
• FLOORING / KITCHENS / CUSTOM BATHROOMS •

905.515.5592  
amfcontractinginc.com  

QUALITY, ASSURANCE & EFFICIENCY

Delivering the best customer service  
& highest standard of workmanship

FULLY INSURED & WSIB COMPLIANT

allcornerspestcontrol@gmail.com 
www.allcornerspestcontrol.com

905-385-1818 or
1-866-309-7622 

AFFORDABLE, FAST PEST CONTROL &  
WILDLIFE REMOVAL SERVICE BY CERTIFIED EXPERTS

Hamilton • Brantford • Caledonia • Dunnville • Guelph • Kitchener • Milton • St. Catharines • Toronto

4 BED BUGS
4 COCKROACHES
4 ANTS
4 BEES & WASPS
4 FLEAS

4 MICE & RATS
4 BEETLES
4 CENTIPEDES
4 SPIDERS
4 TERMITES

4 BIRDS
4 BATS
4 RACCOONS
4 SKUNKS
4 SQUIRRELS

4 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
4 MONTHLY SERVICES
4 ATTIC INSPECTION
4 BABY REMOVAL
4 WILDLIFE ENTRY PROOFING
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OUR inspiration becomes YOUR reality
Home Tours, Style Ideas, Recipes & DIYs

Follow OUR HOMES on Pinterest, Facebook and Instagram for the latest updates.
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ANTIQUES/REPRODUCTIONS
Christie Antique & Vintage Show, 77
Treasure Chest, 61

APPLIANCES
Peter Martin Appliances, 51

ARBORICULTURE/ARBORIST
Arborwood Tree Service, 59

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Nest, 23
Paul Elia Gallery, 33

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Covers Canada, 37

BUILDERS
Dover Coast, 9
Rosehaven Homes, 79
Scarlett Homes, 71

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Barnboardstore.com, 55
Patterson’s Custom Cabinetry, 71
Silverbirch Woodworks, 55
Unique Custom Cabinets, 57
Wingers Cabinets, 53

CHARITABLE/NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS
Habitat for Humanity, 61
Ten Thousand Villages, 62
Welcome Wagon, 62

CLEANING
Posh, 37

COUNTERTOPS
Take Us for Granite, 33

MOVING & STORAGE
Mountaineer Movers Limited, 71

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Dover Coast, 9
Rosehaven Homes, 79
Scarlett Homes, 71
The Bench, 5

PAINTING & DECORATING
Aftica Decor, 57
Benjamin Moore, 2
Halson Decor Paint & Paper, 2, 35
Home Hardware, 69
Spray-Net, 39

PEST CONTROL
All Corners Pest Control, 73

DRYWALL/PLASTER/STUCCO
V.L. Drywall Services Inc, 53

ELECTRICAL
Ancaster Electric, 73

EXTERIOR FINISHES/IMPROVEMENTS
Spray-Net, 39

FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Buy The Yard Interiors, 15

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE/INVESTING
Mortgage Alliance Golden Horseshoe, 15
Women and Real Estate, 21

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Chadwicks & Hacks, 33
The Source for Home Comfort, 37

FLOORING
AMF Contracting, 73
Barton Bath + Floor, 33
Lincoln Design House, 4
Sarana Tile, 51

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Fascination Florist, 23
Satellite Gardens, 41

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Brushed Designs, 37, 60
Buy The Yard Interiors, 15
Dal’s Home Furnishings, 7
Graham & Brooks, 55
Interiors by Better Shade, 13
Lincoln Design House, 4
Nest, 23
Stoney Creek Furniture, 11
Ten Thousand Villages, 62
The Furniture Gallery, 80

PLUMBING
Barton Bath + Floor, 33

REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Community Professionals –  
	 Vince Fracassi, 19
Judy Marsales Real Estate –  
	 Jennifer Daniel, 3, 60
Royal Lepage NRC Realty –  
	 Mary Couturier, 21

SPECIAL EVENTS
Christie Antique & Vintage Show, 77

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Berman Stairs, 23
Kenedy Stairs, 51

Treasure Chest, 61
Urban Cottage, 33

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES
Satellite Gardens, 41

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Catlin Inc., 57
Home Hardware, 69
Violin Contracting, 37

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Alto Interiors, 37
Cynthia Boyer Interior Designs, 53
Destined Dreams, 73
House of Fraser, 31
Interiors by Natalie, 53
LaPointe Interior Design & Landscape, 41
Lincoln Design House, 4
The Green Door Decor, 31

KITCHEN & BATH
Barton Bath + Floor, 33
Cabinet Renew, 39
CR Technical, 23
decorrestore, 31, 60
Lincoln Design House, 4
Unique Custom Cabinets, 57
Urban Interiors Kitchens & Bath, 35

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &  
ARCHITECTURE/LANDSCAPING/
LAWN & GARDEN
Danasy Landscaping & Maintenance, 77
LaPointe Interior Design & Landscape, 41

LANDSCAPE/OUTDOOR LIGHTING
Ancaster Electric, 73

LIGHTING
Elm Ridge Lighting & Interiors, 15
Sparkling Lights, 19

TILE
Barton Bath + Floor, 33
Sarana Tile, 51

WATER TREATMENT/FILTRATION
Water Depot, 59

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Buy The Yard Interiors, 15
Covers Canada, 37
Girgenti Custom Window Treatments,  
	 53, 60
Halson Decor Paint & Paper, 2, 35
Interiors by Better Shade, 13
Lincoln Design House, 4
Salnek’s Custom Window Treatments, 6

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 905.516.8933.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/hamilton. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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This water feature was built using U-Cara
in Pitched Granite Fusion accented with
Umbriano in Midnight Sky and Natural
Stone in Greyfield.

Living outside is what we do in 
summer. It’s true, outdoor 
recreation rooms are a huge 
splurge. Just imagine the 
possibilities. We’ve picked 
a selection of must-have 
hardscape materials to create 
your backyard oasis.   

HARDSCAPES
beautiful

PORCELAIN OUTDOOR TILE
PERMACON  * 
MIRAGE 
NOON:

DAYLIGHT

MIRAGE 
NOON: 
EMBER

MIRAGE 
NOON: 

CHARCOAL

TOP LOWER PAVER:
Elegance Richcliff pavers

in Dawn Mist with a
Courtstone accent Basalt.
GRILL ISLAND, WALL &

WATER FEATURE: Brussels
Dimensional Stone in

Limestone with Natural
Stone coping in Black River.

:*

SMOOTH 
OPAL

GREYFIELD
BLACK 
RIVER

LIMESTONE
PITCHED 
GRANITE 
FUSION

Unilock’s U-Cara 
Multi-face Wall 
System in Pitched 
Granite Fusion 
with accents in 
Smooth Opal. The 
treads and coping 
are in Unilock 
Natural Stone. 

STONE 
SURFACES 
UNILOCK  

OH_Summer_2019_Hardscapes.indd   1 2019-05-29   4:53 PM

Continued on page 78

  

    Located just outside Hamilton. 
One hour from Toronto.

www.christieshow.ca

Shop hundreds of Canada’s �nest antique, 
vintage & collectible dealers. 

●  Pick-up service  ●  Shuttle buses  ●  Food court    
●  Free parking    ●  $10 admission

Saturday, September 7, 2019 
and Saturday, May 23, 2020

8 am - 5 pm   Rain or Shine

Creating  & Maintaining 
              Unique Environments

9 0 5  6 9 2  9 6 2 4      i n fo @ d a n a s y l a n d s c a p i n g . c o m      w w w. d a n a s y l a n d s c a p i n g . c o m

LANDSCAPE DESIGN NATURAL & INTERLOCKING STONE DECKS & FENCES GARDEN STRUCTURES  
WATER & POOLSCAPES PLANTING & LIGHTING FULL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

DanasySpr15_Half_BLEED.indd   1 2019-06-07   3:39 PM
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NATURAL STONE VENEERS 
ERTHCOVERINGS*

LAVASTONE:  
STRIPS 

FOSSIL:
CASCADE

*CONTEMPORARY OUTDOOR 
SURFACES 
DEKTON BY COSENTINO

*DESIGNER STONE
SHOULDICE  OH    

BONDED FACADE: 
Zenith, Solid Collection.

OUTDOOR COUNTERTOP:
Orix, Industrial Collection.

FLOORING: Nilium,
Industrial Collection. 

Q-STONE:
ALMOND CARIBOO: 

ROCKFACE

ESTATE STONE: 
HAMPTON

OH_Summer_2019_Hardscapes.indd   2 2019-05-29   4:54 PM

FERGUSON AVE. N.

 Register at 

KiWicondos.com

FROM THE UPPER 

$200’S

KiWi iS COOL.  
New possibilities.  
New thinking. Urban style.
KiWi is the essence of the  
King William arts district. 

AN iCONiC  
14 STOREY  
CONDOMiNiUM  
iN THE HEART  
OF HAMiLTON’S 
URBAN ART 
SCENE.

COMiNG  
LATE SPRiNG

Prices & specifications correct at press time. Prices quoted are in $ thousands.  Artist Concept. Rendering By Invent Dev. E.& O.E.78  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 9
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1975 Celebrating 44 Years 2019

Discover

175 Dieppe Rd., (beside Q.E.W.) St. Catharines, 1-800-680-5553
Mon. to Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 10:00-5:00   www.furnituregallery.com

FURNITURE GALLERY

TheFurnitureGallery_Sum19.indd   1 2019-05-27   2:03 PM


