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MUSKOKA

30 HOWLAND DRIVE, HUNTSVILLE
705.789.0448 . thecuttersedge.com

VIEW AND ORDER ONLINE:
shop.thecuttersedge.com
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Solutions Inc.

MAKE THE MOST OF
YOUR MUSKOKA

The ASI construction family is built on a foundation of customer satisfaction, skilled
craftsmanship and an intimate familiarity with the region. Our projects range from
the building and design of homes, cottages, boathouses, waterfronts, landscaping,

hardscaping, and custom granite work sourced from beautiful Muskoka itself.
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LANDSCAPING WATERFRONT
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caltv Inc. 705) 787-0399 | Info@attainable.ca | www.attainable.ca
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MODERN. MODULAR. AFFORDABLE.
R E I M AG I N E yO U r Wa | |S ﬂ BAL LANCE Ballance Containers is a forward-thinking modular builder of homes, cottages & accessory buildings.

We offer quick & efficient build solutions using containers and other prefab solutions.
C 0 N T A I N E R S We offer standard kits as well as custom-designed solutions.

BUNKIES Benefits of Modular Construction COTTAGES

Finance Cost Savings
Production time of 3-6 months compared to 12-15
months for traditional builds.

Call today and let us make sure you get the best
paint and advice to get your project done right. -'

Prefab Construction
Buildings are built 75-90% in a climate-controlled shop =
increased efficiencies, less waste, and costs.
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Metal Construction

Containers meet and surpass building codes, they are
. ) ideal in harsh climates and rough terrain.
BRACEBRIDGE Colour N Light Muskoka 505 Muskoka Rd 118 W | 705.646.8891 | colournlightmuskoka.ca g
Comfort Benefits

: : ; Containers are spray foam insulated, therefore easier to
BRACEBRIDGE Muskoka Paint & Decorating 23 Monck Rd | 705.645.8800 | muskokapaint.com i 8 o) i e e el b S O

Green Benefits
Containers can be equipped with energy-efficient heating,
cooling, lighting, solar and smart technologies to reduce
energy use - creating net-zero homes.

GRAVENHURST Colour N Light Muskoka 545 Muskoka Rd N | 705.687.7956 | colournlightmuskoka.ca

HALIBURTON Cordell Carpet 25 Hops Dr|705.457.2022 | cordellcarpet.ca

Reduced Impact on Neighbours
Building is installed in 1-2 days, finishing trades 1-3 weeks
(versus 12-15 months for traditional builds).

ABenjamm Moore’ COACH HOUSES BOAT HOUSES

©2021 Benjamin Moore & Co. Arborcoat, Aura, ben, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, Regal, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co. 7/21

ballancecontainers.com -« info@ballancedesign.com -+ @ballancecontainers




Custom Designed for
Your Style | Your Space | Your Need

Relax with confidence - when you choose a custom kitchen or furnishings
from Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., you are guaranteed the excellence and craftsmanship you deserve.

Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc. has been in the business of manufacturing dream kitchens since 1997 m I\B/Il(\)ll.‘JEII)IIEN-I(-;%III\In\Ig

and we pride ourselves on customer satisfaction and personal service every time. TRIM | DOORS | STAIRS | RAILINGS
705.527.6116 705.739.2200 FINISHING YOUR HOME SINCE 1985 BARRIETRIM.COM
KITCH E N BATH perk!nsf!eldk!tchen@rogers:com Supply & Install Of Quality Interior Finishes — Visit Website To Connect With Us
perkinsfieldkitchenandbathinc.com 52 Saunders Road, Barrie | Follow Us @BarrieTrim

165 COUNTY RD. 6 SOUTH, BOX 1306 TINY, ONTARIO LOL 2J0O QO@
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Design. Build. Project Management.

34 years international multi-site project management and operations

In-house Engineers, Architectural Technicians, PMP and PGSC by Canadian Construction Association

Featured in magazines, TV and newspapers

Fine Custom Homes and Boutique Custom Renovations

L R ‘
Building Trust. Creating a Lifestyle.

anryCound.. . N uskoka

insurance brokers Itd. insurance brokers Itd.

specializing in
WATERFRONT PROPERTIES

ISLAND TO MAINLAND

7% /mm/@ %&,M&@mémgv WAE TSUF,E m@‘fxﬂgﬁH

Tel 416.777.2324  Dir 416.886.2290

4632 Yonge Street, Suite 202 Toronto, ON M2N 5M1 Multi Award Winning
Company including

Best Custom Home
in Canada

705-746-2725 | parrysoundinsurance.com | dave@parrysoundinsurance.com
705-687-6606 | muskokainsurancebrokers.com | stephen@muskokains.com

705-789-4222 | parrysoundinsurance.com | ron@mollerinsurance.com Email info@ambassadorfinecustomhomesinc.com

ambassadorfinecustomhomesinc.com




The most successful
modern collection
in Stickley history!

STICKLEY.

In Walnut Grove, Stickley has combined

flowing lines inspired by modern design

with moments of sophisticated handwork
that beautifully showcase the

furniture maker’s art.
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VITHGRACE.NORTH

jalSithat range from
e can custenmize the

1 . |
in your budget.

All of our window and door products are made-to-order with premi
wood, wood-clad to fiberglass. Depending on the age and style of y
design, the finish and the hardware to make sure it reflects your vision

Stickley Furniture
& the Best Value in
Handmade Mattresses

GRACE NORTH WINDOWS & DOORS
345 Ecclestone Drive (Entrance 27)
NORTH e 00 208.0371
MARSHALL sprout( = — : t ; TR S el www.gracenorth.ca

MATTRESS

MUSKOKA e PARRY SOUND e SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

/YYI m 545 Mount Pleasant Rd., Toronto, ON M4S 2M5 The Home of -
M &’Q “‘22 5 f 416-486-3045 e '
FINE FURNITURE n www.manderleyfinefurniture.com ST I C K L EY‘@ o L PROUD PARTNERS OF M A Rv I N




OLONIAL ( ;ONCEPTS
Log & Timberframe

our. n
| xﬁdmma ;
The Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Wcmt It.

R @UNITED_LUMBER @UnitedLumberHHBC
www.unitedlumber.ca . ﬁ

Barrie Bolton Georgetown United Truss — Innisfil
705.726.8132 905.857.6970 905.873.8007 705.436.3425
520 Bayfield St. N. 12833 Hwy 50 S. 333 Guelph St. 3325 Thomas St.

Planning the home of your dreams is an exciting time - a time when the professionals at Colonial Concepts Log &
Timberframe can help guide you through the personalized design and construction of that special log or timberframe home.

Come and visit us soon.

(oLONIAL
(Coxcers

Log & Timberlrame

3290 Hwy. 35, Lindsay
1-877-563-3333

www.colonialconcepts.com



Luxury
LifeStyle

NORTHERN LIVING
K I T C H E N & B A T H I_ T D . Exclusive Luxury Home - Casa Faro Azul, Costa Rica

Casa Faro Azul is a private luxury residence in Costa Rica perched at the edge of the rainforest on THIS UNIQUE LUXURY HOME
a small cliff above the Pacific Ocean on Faro Escondido, an exclusive community near Marina Los Suefios. AWAITS YOU IN THE MIDDLE OF
This palace-like home was designed to make residents feel as if they are endlessly surrounded by picturesque PARADISE.
CABI N ETRY LI G HTI N G & P LU M BI N G D ES I G N CE NTRE scenery and breathtaking views of Costa Rica's Pacific Coast from its terraces and patios, hence its name

1 “The Blue Lighthouse™. 12,500 sq. ft. under nice high ceilings and refreshing central air conditioning, with Visitors will be assured of privacy and solitude,
additional 5,000 sq. ft. of balconies, decks, and patios with an enthralling décor that makes residents feel as along with the Costa Rica Luxurious Lifestyles
though there’s no boundary among themselves and the open breadths of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast combined team'’s VIP concierge services, with a wide range
with the common tropical environmental factors that are all part of a beautiful scenario. of contemporary amenities.

Parry Sound * Muskoka ¢ Georgian Bay

6 Designer's Lane at Oastler Park Drive and Hunter Drive
705.746.8686 o inspired@northernliving.ca

www.northernliving.ca

Follow us on Facebook K3 & Instagram (@) for showroom updates and promotions

naturekast  LivingLIGHTING

weatherproal cabinetry

https://crluxlifestyle.com/vip-vacation-rental/casa-faro-azul/ | +1.626.650.8272 | olga@crluxlifestyle.com 0@9



BOBCAT.COM
-

Milestone Custom Construction is
more than just a builder — contact
us today to find out about the other
fine services we offer.

CUSTOM BUILDS - RENOVATIONS
HOME ADDITIONS - OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

™y

YOUR NEW HOME AWAITS

EN SIS EENEEEENNY

s TRANS CANADA ;-
WOOD PRODUCTS LTD.
lumber store

LUMBER SPECIALTIES
POST & BEAM TIMBERS = DECKING = FENCING
FLOORING = FRAMING = INTERIOR PANELING

Authorized Bobcat Dealer
PARRY SOUND INDUSTRIAL PARK

a B h t 25 WOODS ROAD
NOBEL, ON
by n c a ® 705-342-1717

of Parry Sound www.bobcatofparrysound.com

705.721.1116

Showroom: 684 Veteran’s Drive Unit 3, Barrie
Lumber Yard: 7735 County Road 27, Barrie

P.O. Box 7189, Innisfil, ON L9S 1L0
www.transcanadagroup.on.ca




LOCKSIDE4+

TRADING COMPANY-__;{_.W g

Interlor De51gn

Residential &Commerczal

“ 418 .
m.

www.lockside.com
‘ @ @ @ Haliburton

212 Highland St.
haliburton@lockside.com
1-705-457-5280

Young’s Point

2805 River Ave
shop@lockside.com

1-888-714-0484
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OUR HOMES is a registered trademark of OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC.
OUR HOMES Muskoka is published four times a year.

OUR HOMES is distributed via free pick up to residents of Muskoka region and
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IMPRESSIVE GRAND VIEW OF COOKSON BAY,
FAIRY LAKE & GOLF COURSE!
Remodeled & freshly painted. Move-in ready.
Price: $729,000 | MLS number: 40140712

LOCATION IS THE KEYWORD.
LOOK TOWARD THE FUTURE HERE!
1 commercial, 3 residential units. Fully rented.
Price: $1,200,000 | MLS number: 40137333

LOOKING FOR A HOME UNDER $500K?

A PLACE WITH SPACE IN SUNNY SUNDRIDGE!
Close to beaches on Lake Bernard and golf.
Price: $459,900 | MLS number: 40129166

DOLLAR WISE INVESTMENT.

S0-0 CONVENIENT!
Well kept & maintained. Pride of ownership here!
Price: $449,900 | MLS number: 40138255

RICK WEARING SANDRA PARROTT

BA, MVA-RESIDENTIAL, BROKER LL.B, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

705-783-6544 705-783-4323

ROYALLEPAGE WearingParrott.com
"I I" | ["” ["I “"I I.I info@WearingParroﬁlcom
i '

) o
RESA CSA
100-395 Centre Street North = Huntsville, ON P1H 2P5 —

RED ¥
DIAMOND

AWARD 2020

When a power outage strikes, SOMMERS RESIDENTIAL GENERATORS
ensure that your home or cottage automatically stays powered on.
A full range of generators
that can be custom built to
suit your home or cottage’s
specific needs, so you'll

always have standby power
ready.

i — ——

SIFFT

ELECTRIC

»w

MUSKOKA - PARRY SOUND

Your Source For All Your Electrical, HVAC,
Backup Power And Home Automation Needs.

705.765.0600 * www.sifftelectric.com © Port Carling

ECRA/ESA 7002295 - TSSA 000365522

SOMMERS

Generator Systems

[Enuumlmui
R i

STANDBY GENERATORS




DESIGN
YOUR

Exclusively dedicated

to the design of

custom homes, cottages
and boathouses.

James C. Pitropoy, Principal Architect, OAA
647-226-9860 ° pitropov_architecture@sympatico.ca

www.lakesidearchitecture.ca

MID-ONTARIO =™

APPLIANCE INSTALIFATIDNS p
e

Gas & Electric Ranges

Gas & Electric Cooktops

Wall Ovens

Microwaves

Refrigerators with Icemakers
Dishwashers

Washing Machines

Gas & Electric Dryers

Range Hoods & Vents

Ceiling Fans

Garage Door Openers
Lighting Fixtures

Kitchen Back Splashes

Down Drafts

Nest Thermostats & Cameras

705-539-0026

Dishwashers, ovens, freezers,
refrigerators, washing machines
and dryers can often require
connections to your electrical,
plumbing or natural gas system.

Let the pros at Mid-Ontario
Appliance Installations
take care of everything.

We install all makes and models.
Certified installers for Wolf,
Sub Zero, Jennair, Fisher & Paykel.

applianceinstaller.ca

editor’s note

FIRST NOTICED WYLIE AS HE STALKED
SQUIRRELS IN OUR YARD.

It was early spring and the days were cool and nights freezing when this
scruffy orange cat began hunting meals around our home. My wife Lori
and I never saw him catch any of the elusive black rodents. Assuming
he was homeless, we didn't want him to go hungry so I began putting
out a dish of cat food and bowl of water on the edge of the deck. He
was skittish initially and would flee whenever he saw me. Later, I'd
find his food dish empty, a sign he had been back unseen. That’s how he
earned his nickname.

A little later, he broke the ice while I sat reading on the deck. I
looked up, surprised to see him calmly lapping a drink from his water
bowl. He glanced at me warily from time to time but he didn't flee, a
sign this might be the beginning of a friendship. I put a cat bed ina
corner of our garden shed and left the door ajar. A carefully aimed trail
camera confirmed he was sleeping there at night.

To help keep him warm when the temperature dropped below zero,
I stitched closed the arm holes on an old down vest and draped it over a
wire frame to fashion a dome over his bed. The camera showed another
cat, a grey and white tabby, would occasionally visit. Curious raccoons
also prowled the kitty dorm.

Online advice about taming stray or feral cats recommends letting

the cat decide when it wants to befriend you. We've been following that

advice. Sometimes, when our Siamese house cat Hillary Rodham has
gone back to bed after her breakfast, I open the sliding door to the deck
and place Wylie’s food on the living room floor. He comes in, eats, and
like comedian Rodney Dangerfield, leaves immediately.

When it rains, Wylie sits beneath a cedar shrub at a neighbour’s
house. One day, when our neighbour was outside watching Wylie skirt
the shrub, I told him Wylie likes that spot.

“Is he yours?” the neighbour asked. “No. He’s a stray. We've been
feeding him for a few weeks,” I replied. “So have we,” the neighbour
said. Wylie is definitely living up to his reputation.

Ul francnyl.

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
walterfranczyk@ourhomes.ca

Follow us 0 @

Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca
m Get more at ourhomes.ca
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Sundridge’

o Burk's Falls

Algonqui
Prov. Par

« Pointe Au Bari

Mactier

.Parry Sound

Huntsville
.

Rosseau
3

We Now Deliver To Your Area!

J'adore houses over 200 varieties of cheese from around the world. Dive into a decadent tasting
s experience when pairing our large selection of wines from our Bottle Shop with our cheese.
Tantalize your taste buds with our handcrafted chocolate created onsite.

Bent River
.

-Port Carling
.
Bracebridge

.Gravennurst

Penetangulsmne <Sever Bridge

Just when you thought sitting on your favourite
beach or under the stars on your dock enjoying
a glass of wine couldn’t get any better...we've

delivered to you, Cf A ohe
Call Us To Schedule: 705-503-6633

Full Menu Available Online At: jadorefinecheese.com

0 s PETER SMITH %

CUSTOM HOMES & COTTAGES
GENERAL/CONTRACTOR

7105-787-777

www.petersmithconstruction.ca

19 Bickley Country Drive, Huntsville, ON P1H 1Y4
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Mixing textures and finishes lends
a cohesive look to a lakeside
Muskoka room. Story, page 36.
Photography by Sandy MacKay.

o6 red canoe gallery
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advice

Curate
WELL-BEING
Al HOME

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens shares her ideas.

Creating a home that nurtures overall health and wellness
has proven to be an important topic of conversation.

The beautiful thing about a home is that

it is (or should be) a unique reflection of
the values, priorities and lifestyle of its
inhabitants. However, there are some basic
tenets that can be applied regardless of
style, aesthetic and functional requirements
to create an atmosphere that fosters

a greater sense of well-being. These
recommendations can be implemented
without a complete redesign or renovation.

Determine the pillars
of how you want your
home to feel

Itis a privilege to have a home where you
and your family can retreat. Having the
ability (financial and otherwise) to curate

a home that feels welcoming, calming,
nourishing and restorative — especially when
unpredictable circumstances occur in the
world - is a true blessing. Take the time to
determine how you want your home to feel.
For example, creating a calming space is
especially important when the news of the
world feels heavy. A clean and clutter-free
space can quiet the nervous system and
make you feel better physically, mentally and
emotionally.

OSLO FURNITURE:
Nordmark Sideboard

24 | ourhomes MID-SUMMER 2021

Create
of min

Taking small steps to create a
home that is a little more self-
sufficient can contribute to a
greater feeling of safety
and security — especially
when unpredictable
circumstances arise. At
the end of the day, food,
water and shelter remain
the fundamental and
universal basic needs.

eace

There has been a
tremendous resurgence
of people growing and
raising their own food.
There are also many
local farmers who offer
CSAs (community-supported agriculture)
throughout the year and frequent the
seasonal farmers markets. Consider
installing a pantry or transforming a closet
into food storage so you can buy more items
in bulk (flours, beans, etc.) and if you have

a cold-storage area, you have the ability to
store certain vegetables long into the winter.
Investing in an appropriate freezer and

Stiiv 30
Woodstove

learning to preserve food are other helpful
options. Condo dwellers can experiment
with container gardening, learn about
becoming a member of a community garden
or perhaps barter with family or friends to
use a piece of land for a small garden patch.

Generating your own electricity allows
you to be less dependent on the larger
system. For those not connected to the
grid, investing in a generator in the event
of a power loss enables you to keep the
fridge and freezer running so you don't

| BERKEY CANADA: Royal
Berkey Water Filter System

| lose your food supply — just
create a regular maintenance
schedule and ensure you have
the appropriate fuel. Also
having a stock of water on
hand for a couple of weeks, or
a filtration system (such as a
Berkey) if you have access to fresh water, can
provide added peace of mind. The notion
of creating a safe home extends beyond a
security system.

Define various zones

The experience of sharing space with the
entire family at home for such an extended
period of time, with multiple tasks happening
simultaneously - such as working, learning,
food preparation, etc. — has emphasized

the importance of creating specific zones to
maintain a semblance of order in the home.
If you don't have a spare room you can
transform into an office, or the floor space for
designated desks and workstations, consider
purchasing totes that hold everyone's
individual work or projects. Investing in
proper storage such as closed cabinetry or
even open shelving with baskets (simple

and easy to access) helps to keep everyone
organized and the house from becoming
overrun with the business of the day. It is also
important to keep sleeping spaces reserved
for rest and minimize technology there (avoid
it if you can). We all know blue light from
devices negatively impacts our circadian
rhythm and the body’s ability to prepare for
sleep. It's difficult to relax at the end of the
day if you're still looking at a large pile of
work or if the notifications on your phone are
going off at all hours.

Bring nature inside

Not only are houseplants an extremely
cost-effective way to completely
transform the feeling of your
space, but adding greenery
into your home can reduce
stress and anxiety. There

is the added benefit of air
purification. Nature-inspired
artwork can also help calm the
senses. Connecting with natural
materials such as linen, raw
wood, beeswax candles, marble
and wool can also help evoke TERRA

a sense of well-being within GRE;Q‘(:':SE;E%;TD':
the home. oH

\

COTTAGES + BOATHOUSES
DESIGN - BUILD - RESTORATION

muskokalakesconstruction.ca

muskoka lakes

CONSTRUCTION

/05.68/.8370

Fireplace & Leisure Centre

Serving Parry Sound Fireplaces & Woodstoves | Quality Barbecue Grills

& Muskoka for 30 Years = Fireplace Accessories Outdoor Kitchens /
WETT Certified Staff Beachcomber Hot Tubs Fire Pits, Rings & Tables

1.888.334.8693 = 705.746.6800 www.fplc.ca = 90 Oastler Park Drive, Seguin, ON

TAME T AN




style picks

Home fashions and accents
for warm-weather pleasures.

PHOTOGRAPHY WALTER FRANCZYK

© DWIGHT TRADING POST

Lodge Pillows

Unwind to the call of the wild
on lodge pillows that promise
tranquil slumber and leisurely
repose. They're part of Carsten
Inc.’s collection of rustic décor,
bedding and rugs for the wild
at heart.

2825 Hwy. 60, Dwight
705.635.1055 | dwighttradingpost.ca

26 | ourhomes MID-SUMMER 2021

© RAILS END GALLERY

Toad Houses & Glass
Ampbhibious garden critters will
enjoy a happy home in a roomy
toad house crafted by Haliburton
potter Susanne James. Framed
stained glass by Terry Sullivan
lends windows a colourful treat.

23 York St., Haliburton
705.457.2330 | railsendgallery.com

© THE ETHEL CURRY GALLERY

Owl Art

Sentry, an oil on canvas rendering
of a nocturnal forest denizen by
Meghan Irvine, is an example of
wildlife paintings inspired by her life
in Muskoka. The Ethel Curry Gallery
exhibits an extensive collection of
unigue Canadian art celebrating
Ontario’s wild, rugged beauty.

94 Maple Ave., Haliburton
705.457.9687 | theethelcurrygallery.com

@ MUSKOKA FURNITURE

TV Stand

Finished in distressed black and
hazelnut stains, this pine Yukon
television stand is rigged with
turnbuckles for maximum strength
and sturdy support for electronic
equipment. Handcrafted by
Mennonites, it is available in
custom sizes, stains and paints.

195 Wellington St., Bracebridge
705.645.8183 | muskokafurniture.net

© THE CREATIVE COOK

Classic Cookware

Thick cast iron makes Le Creuset
French ovens a kitchen essential
for cooking stews, roasting
vegetables, searing meat or
simmering a sauce. Guaranteed
for life, these versatile ovens have
tight-fitting lids so they work like a
convection oven.

35 Manitoba St., Bracebridge
705.645.0027 | thecreativecook.ca

VERANDA

Swivel Chair

Available in six different leathers or a
range of fabrics, this Canadian-made
swivel chair comfortably fits most
people while taking up little space.
The sleek swivel offers the freedom
to face the conversation, the view or
the television. Made with a certified-
sustainable, kiln-dried wood frame.

24 Manitoba St., Bracebridge
705.645.6451 | verandacollection.ca

Continued on page 28
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style picks
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LOCKSIDE TRADING COMPANY

Slipcovered Sofa

Sophisticated design and manufacture
make for exceptional comfort on

this sofa from the Jessica Slipcover
Selection. It provides that desirable
cushy feeling while maintaining a

neat, tailored look. It's Canadian-made
with eco-friendly construction.
Available exclusively at Lockside
Trading Company.

2805 River Ave., Young's Point

705.652.3940 | lockside.com

HARRIS’ FURNITURE & ANTIQUES

Bedroom Set

Blue flowers and gold details in a Genoa
pattern embellish this antique Colonial
Pottery bath pitcher with wash basin,
soap dish and chamber pot. They're
part of a matching collection of ceramics
at this shop that specializes in unique
and repurposed furnishings, Canadian-
made wood furniture, sofas, beds and
much more.

17 Parry Sound Dr., Parry Sound
705.746.5100 | harrisfurniture.ca

HILLTOP INTERIORS

Dinnerware

This collection of ceramic dinnerware by
Royal Doulton makes a perfect setting
for cottage-casual dining. Woven paper
placemats and rope-wrapped metal
napkin rings complete the modern
rustic look.

1150 Hwy. 141, Rosseau
705.732.4040 | hilltopinteriors.com OH

Venture off the'beaten track this summer with your
friends-and family. Join us for an amazing lunch tour to
Henry's Fish Restaurant and tours to breathtaking islands
like-Huckleberry Istand and Wreck Island-for guided walks

with a Georgian-Bay Biosphere Naturalist!

1(800)506.2628 | TOWN DOCK | PARRY SOUND, ON

',J'f" -

- THE

GLUTHING AND GIFTS #,t‘
. - -

4

OLUKAI'SANDALS &‘F_O
GEORGIAN BAY CLOTHING*=COSTA"SUNGLA
WALLAROO SUN HATS {“SUN"BUM SUNSCREEN

FIND US IN THE ISLAND QUEEN CRUISE BUILDING 9 BAY STREET  PARRY SOUND

THE
FIREPLAGE(Y) @@

HoME COMFORT CENTRES
1-800-843-1732 905-939-8758 Hwy9&27 Schomberg

¥ Home & Cottage - Sales & Installation

www.FIREPLACESTOP.com

_/HUCKLEBERR

HOME| & COTTAGHY
|

N, i

| i

BE INSPIRED 5

OUTDOOR FURNITURE" FIREPITS HANDCRAFTED WOOD FURNITURE
RUGS LIGHTING! BEDDING TABLETOP GIFTS

Town Dock | 14 Bay Street | Parry Sound | Shop online at huckleberrys.ca

Free deliveries to local marinas




CARAMELIZED
PEAC

SPICE [ag

DON’T BE
INTIMIDATED BY
MAKING YOUR

OWN HOMEMADE
CARAMEL SAUCE.

THIS RECIPE
REQUIRES
ONLY A FEW
INGREDIENTS,
BUT IS SURE TO
IMPRESS!

Continued on page 32
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TOGRAPHY
LE MCCULLOCH

S it

RAMEL SAUCE
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KITCHENS

AND FINE CUSTOM CABINETRY

1967-2017

The Downsview cabinetry collection is custom craffed in North America and available through select kitchen design showrooms

DOWNSVIEW KITCHENS 2635 RENA ROAD, MisSsISSAUGA,ON PHONE (905) 677-9354



INGREDIENTS

(Serves 4)

SPICED CARAMEL SAUCE

1.5 cups white sugar

Ya cup water

1 cup heavy cream

5 Tbsp butter

1 tsp salt

2 tsp ground cinnamon

Ya tsp ground nutmeg

CANDIED WALNUTS

Y2 cup sugar

1 tsp water

1 cup walnuts

Y2 tsp salt

PEACHES
6 peaches, halved and pitted

1 tsp butter

Ya cup sugar

Y2 tsp ground cinnamon

Your favourite ice cream

32 | ourhomes MID-SUMMER 2021

king at home

HOW-TO

CARAMEL SAUCE

Place sugar and water in a
heavy-bottomed pot. (It is very
important while caramelizing
sugar that you do not stir it!
Stirring will cause the sugar to
crystallize and create a mess.)

Heat water and sugar over
medium heat until sugar is
dissolved and comes to a
simmer. Let the water and sugar
simmer untouched until an
amber colour is achieved, about
10-15 minutes.

Turn off heat and whisk in heavy
cream. (A word of caution: Be
careful at this step, as the cream
will cause a lot of steam and can
result in a steam burn.) Whisk in
butter until melted.

Return to stovetop and stir

on low for 2-3 minutes until
caramel bubbles. Add salt and
spices. Let cool.

You can store sauce in fridge for
up to 1 week.

CANDIED WALNUTS

Cover a baking sheet with
parchment paper.

Over medium heat combine
sugar and water (again, do
not stirl) and bring to boil until
mixture is amber in colour.

Remove from heat and stir
in walnuts.

Once coated, turn walnuts onto
the baking sheet and separate
with a fork.

Sprinkle with salt and let cool
to harden.

PREPARE PEACHES

Now for the easy part! Melt
butter in a large saucepan over
medium-high heat.

Dip the cut side of the peaches

in sugar and cinnamon and place
sugar side down in the pan. Cook
until caramelized and soft.

To serve, top peaches with ice
cream of choice, caramel sauce
and candied walnuts! ox

GREEN LOVE

705.765.5700

INSPIRED BY
NATURE

RESIDENTIAL / RETAIL / OFFICE

LIVING & GREEN WALLS
BOTANICALS

416 994 7622
705 994 5545

greenlovebyheidicom

(‘“ fYyinBG
Y EcoRefinishers
“0/ 8 .P..r..ofessional Cabinet Refinishing

LOVE YOUR

Kitchen Again!

BEE

At EcoRefinishers, our professional spray system and products
give long lasting, gorgeous quality to your kitchen cabinets while
ensuring an eco-friendly environment for you and your family.
Refinish your kitchen cabinets with us and we will do our ultimate
best to give you the kitchen you’ve been waiting for.

www.ecorefinishers.com | 705.345.6102

JENNAIXR

* 108 Maple Street, Port Carling ¢ brownsappliances@bellnet.ca




double take

1. UTTERMOST: Shore Birds Framed
Prints 2. CURREY & COMPANY:
Boreal Table Lamp 3. BENJAMIN
MOORE: Paint in Violet Mist

4. ROBERT ALLEN: Sandakan
Drapery Fabricin 512-Hyacinth

5. LEXINGTON HOME BRANDS:
Tommy Bahama Lagoon Lamp Table
6. LEXINGTON HOME BRANDS:
Barclay Butera Balboa Island

Raffia Hall Chest in Marine Blue

7. GRESHAM HOUSE: Barbara
Swivel Chair 8. SURYA: Yemaya
Fringe Throw 9. BUNGALOW 5:
FlowerTemple Jar in Blue & White
10. EASTERN ACCENTS: Lagos Rain
Square Accent Pillow oH
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The Better Way To Build
linwoodhomes.com | 1-855-922-2824

LINWOOD

CUSTOM HOMES
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feature

Translucence defines the new lakehouse Azra Khan and her
husband Owen Prowse built on Lake Rosseau.

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK | PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY
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architecture, colours and

landscaping were all chosen
to complement the natural environment. “The
cottage happens to be here, but it’s really
the lake that you come for,” Azra says. That
semi-transparent essence is apparent at the
home’s front porch where glass doors reveal
an enticing and welcoming glimpse of the lake
beyond the home’s great room.

Inside the four-bedroom cottage, the
couple used muted colours, textures and
patterns to create a sense of openness and
comfort, intent that the cottage not stand in
the way of the lake. “We wanted to feature
the natural elements, the beautiful trees, the
water, all the reflective elements,” Azra says.

Continued on page 38

The new lakehouse is designed and landscaped to fit the natural environment.
BELOW: Slip-covered sofas by Urban Rustic Living were custom-builtfor.a casual
look in the great room. OPPOSITE: Swivel chairs, covered in high-performance
fabric, complement the great room furnishings.

ourhomes MID-SUMMER 2021
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“Every window was strategically placed to capture a particular view.”

Family roots in the area grow four generations deep. Owen was
six weeks old when he first came to Muskoka, where his grandfather
had a summer place. Parents of four boys, age 15 to 22, the couple
have become expert homemakers. “We live in a home that’s 153

38 | ourhomes MID-SUMMER 2021
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Chrome-and-grey leather stools
align with the kitchen island,
illuminated in the evenings by
large pendant lamps.

years old in the city so we have been renovating or restoring, in
some form, our entire marriage,” Azra says. They also restored an old
farmhouse near Windermere as a cottage and have been summering
in Muskoka for more than 25 years. “It was important for us to build
where we had roots.”

| i.i Urban Rustic Living furnished

| the dining table and padded
chairs in the open-concept

- kitchen. BELOW LEFT:
Carrara marble in a muted

~graphic pattern forms the

1 kitchen backsplash. BELOW

_ RIGHT: A patterned mirror

mimics the flooring in

the powder room.

!
.

¥

In the mudroom and laundry,
a nostalgic 1960s pattern of
British tiles by Laura Ashley is
reminiscent of dragonflies.

Azra had been looking for the optimal spot
for anew cottage for about three years when
her search ended at this three-acre property
with 908 feet of waterfront on a small,
very private bay near the north end of Lake
Rosseau. “I love the view;” she says. “When I
saw it [ just knew.”

The couple’s realtor, Laura Morrison of
Chestnut Park Real Estate, recommended
they hire Steve Strickland of Strickland
Contracting to build their new cottage.
Steve and Azra selected lan Maclaren as the
cottage architect. “T had interviewed several
architects and the one I felt a connection
with, who I felt understood what we were
best trying to do, is the architect that we
chose,” Azra says. “It was really a fantastic
collaboration between myself, the architect
and the builder. We always felt like we were
on the same page, which was terrific. It made
the whole building process quite lovely. The
kids enjoyed it as well and now two of them
are working for Steve this summer.”

Continued on page 40
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A very detail-oriented person, Azra
designed the 4,200 sq. ft. cottage interior and
gave builders a binder with a wish list for
every room. One of her favourite features is the
intricate marble tile work that distinguishes
the mudroom, laundry, kitchen and the home’s
six bathrooms. All the floor tiles are replicas,
materials that have been around forever. “It’s
the special features and details of finishing
that really differentiate one cottage from
another,” she says.

The lake is visible from every bedroom
where blinds from Window Quilt Muskoka
retract, hidden by valances built into the
window trim. Window Works Muskoka
supplied the large, Canadian-manufactured,
Lepage Millwork windows.

The couple enlisted the Urban Rustic
Living design team to furnish and decorate
the lake house. “T heard they were amazing
to work with and just really good at finding
items or customizing items for unique
spaces,” Azra says.

Azra had a great sense of what she was
looking for and had accumulated ideas
from previous renovation and restoration
projects, says Urban Rustic Living owner
Tary Roossien. “From the beginning, we
had a good picture of the vision that she
had, what she wanted to achieve, and how
she wanted the cottage to feel. That really
gave us a great platform to work from.” Most
furnishings were custom-made. “Even before
the foundation was dug, we were working
with regard to furniture, lighting, colours,”
Tary says. “We were never under pressure
because we were doing things ahead of time
and making sure the decisions worked with
the overall goals of the build.”  Continucd on page 42
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Bl A firepit from Sandhill Nursery centres

the front patio. LEFT: Wall finishes transition
from shiplap on the main floor to board-and-
batten on the ground floor.

In homage to Newfoundland and
Nova Scotia, cedar shingles sheath the
" interior of the Muskoka room.

A heated granite floor keeps
the Muskoka room comfy in cool
weather. A mix of textures and

finishes creates a cohesive look.

ourhomes MID-SUMMER 2021
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Outside, with the expert assistance of Mike Brown of Brown's
Landscaping and Dale Maw of D.B Maw Landscaping, the
owners sculpted their property to hug the entire bottom of the bay.
Granite flagstone footpaths link the home to a stone patio and firepit
overlooking the lake. Stone walkways and granite stairs traverse the
terrain to a natural, sandy beach at one side of the property, to the
waterfront boathouse and dock, and a flex room and sports court to
the south. Arbourist Paul Kennedy thinned the forested shoreline to
allow cottagers a view of the lake through the trees while maintaining
their privacy.

Built with sturdy Douglas fir timbers, a polished and sealed concrete

floor, the flex room has multiple purposes. It serves as an indoor cycling

To help preserve the view, the couple chose to builda &
single-storey boathouse. TOP LEFT: Canoes and water toys

| await paddlers at the shoreline. ABOVE: One stretch of
the 900-foot waterfront is a sandy beach. ey
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A fenced sports court
provides an excellent

basketball venue for
this very active family.

Stone footpaths and stairs connect the various
outdoor activity areas. ABOVE, RIGHT: The flex room
is built with glass-panelled garage doors to provide
lots of interior light for indoor cycling as well as an
entrance and exit for vehicles.

centre for the boys. It has a sofa that pulls out to a queen-size bed for

extra guests. Glass-panelled garage doors at either end can open to
admit cool summer breezes. In winter, family vehicles can be parked
inside, housed out of the snow.

The couple are thrilled with Steve Strickland’s workmanship. “We
couldrt be happier,” Azra says. They hope to eventually make the
lake house their retirement home. They spent their first Christmas
at the cottage last winter and try to be here as much as they can in
the summer. “We want it to be a multi-generational cottage,” Azra
says — a place where their children will gather when they, in turn, have
their own families.  continued on page 44
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The primary bedroom enjoys an expansive view of Lake
Rosseau and Picnic Island. ABOVE LEFT: Marble tiles
in a Starry Night pattern cover the floor in the en suite.
ABOVE RIGHT: A cantilevered space holds a tub
overlooking the surrounding forest and lake.
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Continued on page 46

WINDOW QUILT MUSKOKA

Serving Muskoka, Parry Sound and surrounding areas for over 35 years!

Interior Shades with Sun, Privacy & Blackout Options « California Shutters
Insect & Weather Screens - Phantom Screen Doors
Security Shutters - Motorized Options - Home Automation Compatible

i

o~

i

NTERIOR ROLLER SHADES

Visit our Showroom by appointment at 102 Lindgren Road West, Huntsville
windowquiltmuskoka.com
705 789 1236 * wgblinds@windowquiltmuskoka.com

5 ALTEX' HunterDouglas §® PHANTOM
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SOURCE GUIDE

o Alarm Pro Muskoka Limited ® Benjamin Moore
o Craft Artisan Wood Floors ® D.B Maw Landscaping
o Elte ® Emtek ® Ginger's ® Hemmings TV & Audio

e e e e e 0 e
.
e e e e o000 00

o e

URBAN RUSTIC
LIVING

e e e 00 e

e e e o e

Service ® lan Maclaren Architect ® Majestic Gardens

o e
o e

& Landscaping ® Mike Brown Landscaping ® Muti
Kitchen & Bath ® Roman Bath Centre ¢ Sandhill
Nursery ® Stone Edge Marble & Granite Inc.

e e e o e

e e e e e o0

o e

e Strickland Contracting ® Thermador ® Union
Lighting & Furnishings ® Urban Rustic Living
* Window Quilt Muskoka ® Window Works Muskoka

o e

ee e 00 0 0 0

FULL SERVICE DESIGN STUDIO

They've named their lakehouse Kismet, a word borrowed from the

Turkish language that means fate or destiny, something meant to be.
“When people come to visit, there’s a feeling of joy, a feeling of happiness
when you walk into a space that just feels right,” Azra says. on

FURNITURE LIGHTING HOME DECOR

TOP LEFT: An extra-large sectional sofa and matching games tables

oo waa ot with dothwatve mork s ool Tty URBANRUSTIC-LIVING.COM | 705.788.2612

LEFT: Each of the four bedrooms has a view of Lake Rosseau. 2021 THELIGHTHOUSEMUSKOKA.COM o @
Best of Houzz
Sorvice 15 MAIN STREET WEST | HUNTSVILLE, ON
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STORY SASCHA LAFLEUR
PHOTOGRAPHY WEST OF MAIN DESIGN

This world is full of wonderful things that happen
entirely by accident, but when it comes to our homes,
the “perfectly imperfect” aesthetic doesn't always
come by chance. Though effortlessly curated in
appearance, this distinctive style is quite deliberate,
reflecting unique lives and interests, and the home
that's at the heart of it all.
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From a design perspective, “imperfectly
perfect” interiors have been gaining
popularity as the world becomes more
accepting of imperfection and increasingly
seeks out the beauty in it. Gone are the
unattainable, stress-inducing standards of
perfection. This interior trend is all about
living our best life in comfort and style.
Here’s how to get this look.

MIX OLD AND NEW

Vintage pieces are key to this aesthetic. If
it's distressed, aged and faded, all the better.
Remember, they’re not just scratches, they’re

stories. One reason I really love this style
is that it doesn't demand the purchase of
all-new items; the contrast between old
and new can be quite beautiful. Some newly
purchased furnishings and accessories can
make your vintage pieces pop in a way that's
uniquely you. This style is also conducive
to upeycling cast-off furnishings with some
new upholstery and a fresh coat of paint.
Generally speaking, avoid anything that’s
too matchy-matchy and aim for eclectic and
artisanal. Look for contrasts and combine
avariety of materials such as wood, glass,
lacquer, metal and mirror. The goal is for your
items to look collected rather than purchased
in one afternoon at your local big box store.

Continued on page 50

¥ STRICKLAND

skstrick@vianet.ca
705-788-4218

stricklandcontracting.com

CORDELLcARPET

vt e Findl St

Hunter Douglas Custom WWindow Coverings
Benjamin Moore Paint . Ceramic . Porcelain . Natural Stone . Tile
Hardwood . Laminate . Vinyl. Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring
Professional Installation . Free Estimates

25 Hops Drive, Beer Store Plaza, A
Haliburton ON
cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca
cordellcarpet.ca 705.457.2022

Benjamin Moore
HunterDouglas &

Home & Garden Accents

Metal Art - Pottery
Gifts For All Occasions

Unusual Artisan Pieces
from across Canada

3 Manitoba St., Bracebridge
705-645-2810
www.cornercabinet.ca

ENVIRONMENTAL

pestcontrol

xcellent reputation for quality service.

LOCAL EXPERTS SINCE 1988

www.environmentalpestcontrol.ca e 1-800-263-5055 H u m

(L
Pre-finished tongue
and groove panels.

Ready Pine is the fast and convenient way to install your
pre-finished tongue and groove pine for ceilings and walls.

NI -\

Pre-finished panels Easyi

1 © @readypine  J (519) 669-8830
www.readypine.com

Available at your local building supply store % Proudly made in Canada

INDOOR ¢ OUTDOOR  LANDSCAPE

FULL SERVICE
LIGHTING STORE
SALES ¢ DESIGN
CONSULTATION

INSTALLATION

HINKLEY | MODERN FORMS | KICHLER | VISUAL COMFORT
SAVOY HOUSE | KUZCO and more!

MuskokaLichiinCompany

50 Howland Drive, Unit 2, Huntsville ON

705.784.0676 muskokalighting.com



design ideas

T}'\ﬁ Jtl\i%: In the
kitchen, take the
mix-and-match
approach to your
metallic finishes. For
example, try pairing
brushed nickel
cabinetry hardware
with gold-toned
lighting or plumbing
fixtures. Just
keep a consistent
temperature —
warm with warm,
or cool with cool.
Alternately, matte
black metal is a
neutral and trendy
option that pairs
well with everything.

MID-SB MMER 2021
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LIVE IN LAYERS

Textiles can completely change
aroom, adding warmth and
dimension to what would otherwise
be a cold and sterile space. Along
with this particular aesthetic,
pillows and throws were never
intended to be neatly lined up

and folded into a perfect little
square. Just toss, drape and pile
them where needed.

Your fabric choices create a mood
and set a tone. Layer bold animal
and cultural prints with more subtle
patterns and solids for instant
impact without having to make a
huge investment or commitment.
You can lighten up your fabrics
during the warmer months with
linens and cottons and go warmer
and heavier during the winter with
wool, faux fur and chunky knits.

Consider adding reclaimed
antique rugs, window coverings,
wall coverings, upholstery and
accessories such as cushions
and throws. Again, look for
variety in colour, vibrancy,
pattern and texture.

TELL YOUR STORY

Incorporate sentimental items and

found objects that speak to your
personal interests and experiences.
Find a place to display that retro
typewriter or your vintage camera
collection. Put yourself out there
through things that bring you joy and
help tell your story.

Bring added interest to your
collections by peppering your
display with plants, books and
artwork to create mini focal points
through the space.

Think in odd numbers when
displaying your collections and curios
on tabletops, shelves or the fireplace
mantel. Arrange your accessories in
groups of threes or fives, with the
largest item in the middle. This draws
attention to the centre of your display
and creates balance.

The final piece of decorating advice
could easily apply to life as well. Rather
than trying to fight the randomness
that sometimes surrounds us, embrace
it. Do things just because and you might
be surprised by the outcome. o4

Sascha Lafleur is the principal senior designer
at West of Main.

Award-winning
cottage country
specialists since 2009

Floors Direct

Transform
your cottage
into your

N
Hardwoods : Luxury Vinyls : Laminates : Carpets

-

105 Harry Walker Pkwy N, Newmarket
1-866-430-7666
sales@floorsdirectnorth.ca

www.floorsdirectnorth.ca/cottage

Lifestyle Inspired Design

- S B

Brooklace Kz'tcheh ¢ Bath

6 Wakefield Street, Parry Sound, ON

705.774.8860
brooklacekitchenandbath.ca

MUSKOKA
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WOOD FINISHING & REFINISHING « PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL ¢ COTTAGE

Custom Staining * Specialty Finishes ¢ Interior/Exterior Applications

AL T T
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Contact Us About Your Next Project
705-769-2222

muskokawoodfinishing.com

e N v | ¢

<Al

Interiors

LIGHTING

SANSIN STAINS « COTTAGE PAINT
DECOR - BLINDS & DRAPES

o= F

Visit us af our new location

70 JOSEPH STREET, PARRY SOUND
(at the mall)
705.771.9414 - www.soundinteriors.ca

S’ﬂwﬂ oun &g&fm{j online - We mwuf,.’



spotlight

Blooming
IN BALA

PHOTOGRAPHY WALTER FRANCZYK

Jennifer Davies and husband Bob Naylor opened Pratt’s
Garden Centre in Bala because they knew it was time to grow.
Owners and operators of Pratt’s Lawn Care & Landscapes, the
couple built their new 11,000 sq. ft. greenhouse to satisfy local
cravings for flowers, plants and garden supplies. Every spring,
Jennifer says, they'd have people shopping for plants at the
family’s personal greenhouses. “People are obviously looking
for something that they're not finding elsewhere.” The garden
centre enhances their thriving landscaping service. “With the
growth we were experiencing, we needed to be able to serve
our customers in a more complete fashion. This allows us to offer
a wider variety of services and to be able to finish our landscape
projects completely with all the flowers, plants, décor and

outdoor furniture.”

A vast selection of colourful annuals, houseplants and
accessories fills greenhouse shelves. Perennials and trees are
displayed outside. “We have mulches and soils and all the soil
amendments,” Jennifer says. In addition to serving individual
homeowners, Pratt's supplies many local landscapers.
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furniture and décor complements
the natural greenery and colours.
Armchairs, tables, rugs, sofas,
cushions, lanterns, pillows and
planters abound. “Décor is
one of those things that's fun
to switch up every year,” says
Jennifer. “You have investment
pieces like furniture, but you

can add different pillows or
make changes that feel fresh year

after year.”
“"When they're working on jobs they
know they have easy access to the
materials. We can load trucks and Pratt’s can help homeowners design
trailers for them,” Jennifer says. gardens. “People come in for

solutions. They have particular spots
that are shady or really wet and
they're looking for something that

Pratt’s builds a lot of firepits, large will work for them,” Jennifer says.
patios and outdoor spaces, so “They want some real consultation
the store’s ample offering of patio and advice.”

FAVOURITES

“| love the flowers and the plants. They're the root of this

business,” Jennifer says. “We sell happy. When people walk in
here, people are instinctively happy — they see the colour, the
brightness, they see whimsical pieces — they're just happy.” o

Get there

3233 Muskoka Rd. 169, Bala
705.762.5623 | prattslawncare.com

o~y

.I'J;
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STORY WALTER FRANCZYK
PHOTOGRAPHY CLINT SPALDING

The Cutter’s Edge furnished this
spacious lakeside condominium
in luxurious, contemporary style.
INSET: A balcony protected by

frameless glass railings overlooks
the east end of Fairy Lake.

o

A MUSKOKA SUMMERWOULDN'T BE
COMPLETE WITHOUT QUIET, LEISURELY
TIME ON A PEACEFUL LAKE. ...
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SUMMERING LAKESIDE at a waterfront

condo on Fairy Lake is a luxurious treat,
thanks to interior design and furnishings by
The Cutter's Edge. “It was key for us to
make the waterfront the focus of every space,”
says Cutter’s Edge general manager Robin
Wood. In this newly-built condo, furnishings
were positioned and tones and colours chosen,
to complement the natural beauty outdoors.
Fairy Lake is located in a 60-kilometre
waterway that includes Lake Vernon and
Peninsula Lake, and is a place where denizens
cherish and protect their habitat. The Cutter’s
Edge was a natural choice to furnish a home in
this setting. Robin’s parents Hubert and Terry
Lawrence founded the company as a home
décor and wood furniture manufacturer in the
Almaguin Highlands more than 30 years ago.
A thriving family firm, it has grown to service
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Northern Ontario with spacious showrooms spanning Huntsville

to Verner. The Cutter’s Edge has designed and furnished everything
from cottage bunkies to downtown Toronto condos, model homes and
lakeside retreats.

At Fairy Lake, the condominium owners hired the company to
furnish and plan their space to reflect modern, sophisticated living,
says Robin. “The owners were looking for a clean, contemporary design
with an emphasis on luxury Muskoka living.”

Initially, the clients envisioned an elite, Restoration Hardware feel
that captured the sophistication of city life with elements of Muskoka
living mixed in. “During our initial site visit it became evident that the
finishing millwork selections would better complement a more modern,
coastal feel,” says Robin. “We brought this to life through warm wood
tones, minimalism in design and crisp luxurious linens.”  continued on page 58

TOP LEFT: A sectional dash
stone leather sofa and pandora
white leather armchairs form the
central gathering spot in this
new home. ABOVE: Engineered
hardwood covers most floors
throughout the condominium.
FAR LEFT: A linear fireplace
glows warmly on a wall where
windows overlook the forested
lakeshore. LEFT: The Cutter's
Edge manufactured this long
wooden hallway table.
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Robin and her team had worked with the owners before so they
were given generous, creative freedom to run with their design ideas.
With four bedrooms, three bathrooms and more than 3,500 square
feet of space, the condo was an inviting, blank canvas. The design team
started by bringing together ideas and concepts to marry Muskoka
waterfront living with an urban upscale vibe, Robin says. They then
developed a cohesive plan from room to room. “From there, it was a
matter of laying out furniture, choosing art and soft finishes,” she says.
“As always when taking on a new project, we love to come up with new
furniture designs tailored to fit the space.”

The creative process had its challenges. Some custom furniture
pieces, including a 114-inch headboard, didr't fit in the stairways or
elevators. The Cutter’s Edge team brought the furnishings into the
condo by hoisting them up and over the second-storey balcony.

A modern, sophisticated look was achieved with warm wood
tones that complement the engineered hardwood flooring throughout.
Texture and minimalist décor, with art and rugs anchoring each
space, were also key.

RIGHT: The large great room coffee table was custom-built for the space.
BELOW: The blue-and-white galley kitchen, with an integrated refrigerator,
makes efficient use of the open-concept space.
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“With the open-concept kitchen/great
room being the gathering point in the condo,
our objective was plentiful seating to make
it comfortable,” says Robin. “The table was
designed at 11-and-a-half feet long to easily
accommodate 10 people, with additional
seating for five at the island.” Cutter’s Edge
used wormy maple to craft the long dining
table. The nearby, eight-foot-long sideboard
was created with continuous grain across
the front. The oversize chandelier above the
dining table was selected to illuminate the
grandeur of the table, yet carry a light and
airy silhouette as to not distract from the
Open-concept space.  Continued on page 60

RIGHT: Pocket doors lend the condominium
a streamlined, uncluttered look.

Leather chairs
surround the long,
wormy maple
dining table.
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A wall of windows spans the entire width
of the great room, allowing ample natural
light and a bird’s eye view of the eastern end
of the lake where boaters navigate the narrow,
serpentine canal to and from Peninsula Lake.
A sectional leather sofa in dash stone with
leather accent chairs in pandora white offer
seating in this calm oasis. A glassed, linear
fireplace punctuates the other exterior wall of
this room. Large windows look out onto the
forested shoreline.

Just off the galley kitchen, a sliding door
opens to the balcony where frameless glass
railings allow an unobstructed view while
keeping onshore breezes pleasantly tranquil.
“We continued the open-concept feel out
onto the covered balcony with crisp white
Sunbrella-upholstered seating and wood
coffee tables to mimic the wooden ceilings
and an additional dining table to enjoy the
gorgeous outdoor space,” Robin says.

In the kitchen, comfortable and practical
linear pulls accent the two-tone cabinetry,
including an integrated refrigerator, colour-
matched with pantry cupboards. Floating
shelves flank the modern, stainless steel range
hood above the gas stove.  continued on page 62

ABOVE: An octagonal mirror serves a visual treat in
one of the home's three bathrooms. ABOVE RIGHT:
A sliding wooden door built in a herringbone pattern
reveals a home office. RIGHT: Ample shelving and
storage complement a well-equipped laundry room.
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feature

bedroom. The company made all beds and
nightstands throughout the condo.
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The Cutter’s Edge manufactured a king-size
bed with built-in side tables for the primary

The bedrooms were designed to provide
an oasis for each guest to unwind in northern
tranquility. “We wanted each room to have a
different theme centred around the Muskoka
outdoors but tied together through modern
and cohesive colour palettes,” says Robin.

The Cutter’s Edge manufactured all the
furniture in the condo, including the beds
and nightstands. In the primary bedroom, the
king-size bed with that 114-inch headboard
was made with built-in side tables. Another
bedroom, ideal for a young family, is furnished
with a roomy bunk bed that has a queen-size
bed below and an extra-large twin bed on top.

The Cutter’s Edge relied on its own
resources to complete the project while many
suppliers and businesses were closed by
COVID pandemic lockdowns and restrictions.
This modern home’s finishing touches and
custom-built furnishings make it a pleasurable
living space not only in summer, but all
year round. oH

Your Home and Cottage Mattress Centre

MUSKOKA
CURATED COLLECTION
by Marshall Mattress

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF IN-STOCK
MATTRESSES IN MUSKOKA

6 Monica Lane, Bracebridge
705.646.2557

mattressesofmuskoka.com

INTRODUCING
THE CORVARA COLLECTION

THE CORVARA DESIGN IS A BLEND OF CLEAN LINES AND SMOOTH CURVES,
CREATING A CRADLE-LIKE SPACE TO RECLINE AND RELAX. AT A COMPACT 59”,
THE CORVARA™ IS A STATEMENT BATHTUB THAT WON'T DOMINATE A ROOM.
TOGETHER WITH ITS MATCHING SINK, THE BATHTUB’S NATURAL, ORGANIC
SHAPE ELICITS A FEELING OF CALM AND SERENITY.

victoria P albert®

A 359 Huronia Rd., Barrie
THEENSU|TE 705.728.0150 - www.emco.ca

Rockwood Forest

-\ NURSERI ES

: a 1 L& -
L Lol o eaas since 1986

Garden Centre
on a 300-Acre
Farm

Cih)egw@aa.

Large Shade &
Evergreen Trees, Cedars,
Perennials & Shrubs
...grown locally to ensure
plant hardiness!

Ole also sel...
Fertilizers, Grass Seed,
Mulch, Soil, Compost, &
Rocks & Other Aggregates

Ole sell to...

Home & Cottage Owners,
Home Builders,
Landscape Architects,

& Landscapers

Servicing Kawartha Lakes & Surrounding Areas
10 minutes from Lindsay
5 minutes from Fenelon Falls
20 minutes from Bobcaygeon

rockwoodforest.com

437 Mark Road, Cameron
705.374.4700
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REAL ESTATE AGENT

STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH | ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

Housing prices across Ontario are soaring. A recent Aviva Canada
report found 31 per cent of Canadians are considering relocating as a
result of the pandemic, with more than one third considering a move to
a semi-rural or rural location. And that doesn't include the thousands of
people who have already moved to greener pastures over the past year.

& C

THE IATEST PAST'ME onevery street

in Ontario is finding the answer to “How
much did they get?” and then dreaming of
upsizing or downsizing with a pocket full of
dough. Imagine being a realtor in this crazy
housing market.

Sherry Rioux, with the Rioux Baker Team
at Clairwood Real Estate Corporation, has
been a realtor for 16 years in the Southern
Georgian Bay region, where home sales have
reached historic levels and housing prices are
out of control.

“Sellers have to be reminded that although
we remain in a strong seller’s market, we can't
let greed overtake common sense,” says Sherry.
“Many sellers are doubling and tripling what
they originally paid for their propertiesin a
very short time. But sometimes we can easily
lose sight of what is a “good and fair” offer.
That can come back to bite you if you lose
perspective and dor't listen to the advice of an
experienced, knowledgeable realtor. Sherry
uses waterfront measurements, price per square
foot, comparables and local real estate statistics
to guide her sellers. “There are many ways
to create a list price, and it takes experience,
market knowledge and a bit of good luck?”

Home values in Windsor and Essex County
barely budged for years until the onslaught
of the pandemic. In May, the average price of
a home jumped a whopping 44 per cent, and
still, sales increased by 76 per cent compared
to a year ago.

Windsor’s John Rauti, the top producer
for 17 years at Remo Valente Real Estate,
represents both local and out-of-town buyers.
“Most are buying in this region because prices
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are lower than where they’re coming from,” he
says. He too has to temper the expectations of
sellers. “My advice to sellers is simple: Price
the home properly and accordingly. Do not let
a hot market go to your head; you could price
yourself out and pay for it later.”

In Ottawa, Brent Conley of Royal LePage
Team Realty says it’s more strategic to list at
equivalent market value to similar sales that
have recently sold. “In some instances, it may
motivate and spur activity and showings to
list slightly below market value,” he says.
Brent says his buyers must be pre-approved
so he knows what their top-dollar purchase
power truly is. Ottawa’s May sales numbers
were up 78 per cent compared to a year
ago. The average price of a residential home
there was $678,320.

Buyers, of course, are on edge, some forced
to put most of their nest egg into the housing
basket, yet getting out-bid for properties over
and over again.

“We are experiencing a lot of buyer
fatigue right now;” says Sherry. “My team
members and I have had clients who have
submitted offers on four or five different
properties and have lost out.” That forced
Sherry and her team to change their strategy.
“In the beginning we would suggest that
they put their best foot forward with the
highest price they were prepared to pay and
add in some representations and warranties
to protect them,” Sherry explains. “As you
start to lose out on the bidding process you
quickly turn your strategy to, If the next
buyer gets this property for even one dollar
more than you offered, will you be upset?

PROFESSIONALISM e EXCELLENCE e TRUST ¢ PROVEN RESULTS  FOR OVER 30 YEARS

- Tovest Tl

HEA' EE:TJ’-'-.TE IML HGK ERAG E

MARC THIBODEAU

Realtor®/Managing Partner
705-646-4916 ® marct@muskoka.com

Oening all ¢f O Vuskotea!

$11,999,000 — Lake Rosseau

If the answer is yes then that is not your
number.’ That means submitting the offer as
clean as possible, meaning no conditions, no
seller representations and warranties. [ don’t
personally feel that this is the best way to
represent buyers, but if you dor’t follow those
rules, your buyers always lose out.”

John urges his buyers to think long-term.
“When you are interested in buying a specific
home, take alook at the potential future
value,” he advises. “Do not look at the past or
historical value. Remember the area comes
into play as well. This can help you to make a
proper offer and get the home!”

For these realtors, the current market is
exhilarating, lucrative and frustrating.

John tells clients who have been pushed
out of the market to cut frivolous spending
and start saving, just like house hunters in
expensive cities like Toronto and Ottawa have
to do. “I tell them to start off in their price
range and respect and take care of their home
investment so it appreciates to its fullest
potential,” he says.

Brent says his biggest frustration is low
inventory. “I can't satisfy expectations,” he
says. “I find this difficult to navigate as I truly
want my clients to be happy and satistied and
to achieve their personal and financial goals.”

Without a crystal ball, it's anyone’s guess
how long the red hot market will continue.

“Buyer fatigue is showing its true colours
right now;” says Sherry. “But I do expect to see
a continued seller’s market. With low interest

rates and a strong demand to own in Southern
Georgian Bay, I could see this continue well
into 2023.” oH

www.muskokacottagerealestate.com
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Round or square, large or small,
contemporary, organic, traditional or
abstract, green walls are at home in any

Staying home is delightful when professional j p -_ indoor environment, work with any décor
. k he b f o . : y = and are 100 per cent maintenance free. In
eXPertlse makes the best o any living Space- ]  l e Iy the Green Love studio, concepts become

real; ideas become art.

GREEN LOVE

Green Love designs and creates one-of-a-kind preserved moss and fern
wall décor. Dramatic, unique, soothing and maintenance-free, our pieces

PHOTOGRAPHY WALTER FRANCZYK

are as beautiful as they were on the first day, forever. Designers choose
Green Love to bring the beauty of nature indoors for residential, retail
and commercial environments.

Heidi Ehlers has worked with plants most of her life. For the past 15 years,
she has studied floral design in New York, created award-winning gardens
and brought her previous experiences to her current role as creative

director of Green Love, as much a passion as a career. %
Continued on page 68

AWARD WINNING ;‘
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MEMORABLE PROJECT

“We won a tender last year with the City of Kawartha Lakes to
supply them with 150 trees. It's great to see our trees being
planted across the community.”
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“We have over 20,000 trees planted in
our fields and we try to grow as much
native product as possible.”

ROCKWOOD
FOREST NURSERIES

A nursery wholesaler and retailer, Rockwood Forest
Nurseries focuses primarily on wholesale customers,
builders, landscapers and do-it-yourselfers. “We grow our
own trees here on our 300-acre farm and we have over 15
greenhouses,” says owner Santosh Patel.

FAVOURITE FACET

“Being outside is unbelievable. | love being around people
and | love it when people come to us for personalized
service and expertise because they want to improve their
home and want products grown locally,” Santosh says. The
business is under new management and is a change in
career for Santosh, who bought Rockwood from founder
Marc Ouellet. “I'm very fortunate. My entire team has
come back and we've also recruited some great talent from
Fleming College, a local college here in Lindsay.”

URBAN RUSTIC LIVING

A team of design experts at Urban Rustic Living

offers full-service custom design, colour and design
consultations, staging and floor plans. “We usually work
in combination with our clients and a panel of two or three
designers,“ says Tary.

d .

BEDROOM

A beautifully constructed custom bed with stitching and
nail-head details, faux fur pillows and grey-textured, creamy
white fabric elevates this primary bedroom. "It creates
texture but remains soft, fresh and very inviting. The bed

is layered with a duvet as well as a coverlet to give it that
overall luxurious look.” Wooden end tables were built large
with marble tops. “The bedroom task lighting is adjustable,
depending on what kind of lighting you're looking for.”

“It's best having the client as part of the team.
We really try and encourage that.”
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Hagi i o1 | 11

R

IIIIIIIIIIII?IIZIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIII_I[IIJIIIIIIIIIII”I_{I_I_U,L
L.

o GREAT ROOM

Custom-built to fit a large space, these sofas
have two seat-pillows for an expansive look.
“The very soft and subtle slipcover makes
them feel a little bit more casual.” Armchairs
are swivels that can turn to face the kitchen,
TV or lake view. "What's great about that
swivel is that it really doesn't ook like a
swivel. They're very, very comfortable.” The
high-performance fabrics are perfect for a
busy cottage as they can be cleaned with
just soap and water.

Continued on page 70
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METAL ART

A forest of three-dimensional metalwork
by sculptor Cathy Mark grows at the
shop's centre. One of three metal artists
displaying their work in the store, Cathy
mounts her rugged steel sculptures of
iconic windswept pines — reminiscent of
Georgian Bay and Muskoka — on granite
and burls of various tree species. Coasters
and trivets are photos of Muskoka

and Georgian Bay scenery printed on
tumbled marble.

INTIMATE LIGHTING

On dining and patio tables, fireplace
mantels, bookshelves or window sills,
e-Kandle Kuffs can warm a dark space

or add ambience to a special event.
llluminated with battery-powered electric
tea lights, these hurricanes are adorned
with photos of leaves, plants and flowers
—images digitally reconstructed for a 3D
look, printed on vinyl, then layered on
rice paper, wrapped and bonded around
acrylic cylinders.

SERVING BOARDS

Manitoba artisans combine a colourful
plant-based epoxy with acacia or
Canadian maple to create cutting
boards, cheese boards and bread
boards. Available in various sizes, shapes
and colours, the serving boards are
hand-poured. Each one is unique. The
plant-based epoxy is made from recycled
bio-products, including palm oil, soybean
oil and cashew nut shells.
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THE CORNER CABINET

Housed in an old blacksmith's shop near the Silver Bridge in Bracebridge, The
Corner Cabinet hosts an eclectic mix of home décor and gifts, handmade by
artisans from across Canada. Best known for its plentiful collection of functional
pottery and metal art, the shop also carries smaller items such as blown glass,
wooden bowls and boards, handmade jewelry and even socks and baby moccasins.
Specialty foods, including sauces, birch syrup, spices, teas and shortbread cookies,
are also available.

MEMORABLE PROJECT

This amazing new property on Georgian Bay was a blank
canvas for us to work with. We wanted to add to the natural
beauty of the granite that surrounds Georgian Bay and make
it seem as if the landscaping had always been there. It has
many outdoor seating and gathering places to enjoy the
incredible views.

SCHLAGER INC.

Schlager delivers only top-quality projects and is here

to help homeowners. Services include landscaping,
hardscaping, septic systems, foundation repair, driveway
and private road installation, bridges, blasting and snow
removal. We are proud members of Landscape Ontario,
which means our landscaping keeps up to their rigorous
standards year after year.

TRENDS

We have many requests for firepit areas and outdoor
gathering places in all price points. People are looking
for lots of places to enjoy as they spend more time at the
cottage and want to be outside as much as possible.

Continued on page 72
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HILLTOP
INTERIORS

At HillTop Interiors we pride ourselves on our
dedication to the relationships we build with
clients. We are comfortable with all design
styles, from rustic log and contemporary
homes to beachfront cottages. Inspired by

the shores of Lake Rosseau and the beautiful
surroundings of Muskoka, we are well-known
for our famous Muskoka style that brings the
splendour of nature to interior design.
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DESIGN TIPS

SPECIALTY

HillTop has a large
selection of furnishings
at the showroom in

the village of Rosseau.
Each furniture piece is
exceptionally created
with a love for striking,
cottage-style fabrics.
All sofas and chairs can
be customized to suit
your space, with any

of the beautiful fabrics
offered in HillTop’s
design centre.

Lighting is one of our
favourite aspects of design.
An interior design is only as
good as the lighting design
to accompany it, like a [
spotlight accenting a work
of art. Hilltop offers various
styles in interior and exterior
lighting, ceiling fans and
lamps. If this is an area you
are wrestling with in your
build or renovation, let us
help you. Ask us about our
custom lighting proposals.
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MARVIN CANADA

A fourth-generation, family-owned and operated business, Marvin Canada

is a premier manufacturer of made-to-order wood, wood-clad and fibreglass
windows and doors. It offers unparalleled craftsman-quality construction,
energy-efficient technology and the industry’s most extensive selection of
shapes, styles, sizes and options. With national sales, service and warranty
coverage and a main office in Mississauga, Marvin products are also distributed
through a network of independent dealers in Ontario and across Canada.
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CREATIVITY

Skycove is a projected glass window
structure that creates a smart extension
of up to 20 square feet of valuable space
without extending a home's footprint.
Whether located in a bustling living

area or placed in intimate rooms like
bedrooms and dens, Skycove can be your
favourite retreat.

VERSATILITY

The Marvin portfolio of products for
builders, architects and homeowners is
designed to provide exceptional solutions
for any budget and any project with a
focus on creating better ways of living.
Imagine an inviting space, flooded in light,
where you can enjoy a cup of coffee with a
close friend or escape into a good book.
Marvin Skycove is a fully constructed,
glass box structure that projects into

the open air, creating a smart extension

of usable space that delivers stunning,
panoramic views.

Continued on page 74
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LIVING LIGHTING
PARRY SOUND

Located in the Northern Living Kitchen
& Bath Design Centre, Living Lighting
Parry Sound offers the Georgian Bay,
Parry Sound and Muskoka area a wide
range of quality, brand-name lighting,
lamp and fan products. From rustic
Muskoka, clean and modern to sparkly
glam, you will find lighting fixtures to
fit your home or cottage décor. A team of
designers, a full-time lighting consultant
and being a part of the Living Lighting
brand allows us to provide the most
complete solutions to our clients.

TRENDS

Over the last few years integrated LED
lighting has transformed the market

for lighting fixtures. With full dimming
capability, these fixtures have a longer
lifetime rating than a regular bulb.
Lighting companies like Kuzco and Tech
Lighting are able to create sculptural
lighting designs that come to life. With
more control over the appearance and
light output, the possibilities are endless.
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WHAT ELSE

Even though we have a full
lighting showroom with
chandeliers, fans, landscape
displays and portables, we
don't stop at lights. We also
have another showroom
area full of plumbing fixtures
from top brands and even
some unique fixtures you
may not have heard about.
We can have a lot of fun
with our clients selecting
coordinating lighting and
plumbing fixtures, often to
complement the beautiful
cabinets we create for them.

Continued on page 76

FROM THE GROUND UP
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When Quality Matters

| CUSTOM HOMES & COTTAGES
BOATHOUSES & GARAGES
RENOVATIONS
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705.644.4785 info@groundupconstruction.ca www.groundupconstruction.ca
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CORDELL CARPET

Haliburton's home and cottage finishing centre, Cordell Carpet provides a

variety of Benjamin Moore paints and Cottage Paint, a mineral-based product
for furniture finishing and rejuvenation. “We offer installation services

~uke of Roys

GARDEN CENTRE

for both our Hunter Douglas blinds and our flooring,” says owner Wendy
Pringle. “We have a large tile showroom and hard-surface flooring, including
engineered hardwood, luxury vinyl plank and carpet.”

1

SERVING THE
LAKE OF BAYS REGION AND

“Beyond.

Lake of Bays Garden Centre began the

old-fashioned way, from humble roots

and hard work—two things we've never
shied away from since.
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2876 Highway 60, Dwight + 705-635-1696
WWW.LAKEOFBAYSGARDENCENTRE.COM

“We offer complimentary measurements.
i b Our expert goes out to do the

ET‘I[HI (107 I measurements and consultations. She
ﬁi!' *m can bring samples and completes the

installation. The most popular shades are

basic window shades. A lot of people are

looking to filter sunlight because most

people have huge banks of windows

overlooking a lake. They're looking for that y
-2 R filtering but still want to be able to look >erving Muskoka, Parry Sound and the Islands

outside. The designer screen roller shades COONIS ELECTRICAL . Of Georglan Bay for over 25 years. .‘4#

lly popular.”
ereresty popHiar We service ALL your electrical needs!

Wendy Pringle

Luxury vinyl plank is very popular. “It's very durable

for cottages and young families with pets. It simulates
hardwood or tile, but it's vinyl, more durable in temperature
changes and reasonably priced.” When cottagers close

a three-season cottage for the winter, temperatures can
fluctuate widly. “Engineered hardwood and solid wood don't
like that,” Wendy says. “It's also very do-it-yourself-friendly.”

UL

P

licensed electricians . certified generator installations

fommy w -
bdos new homes . cottages . renovations . upgrades . panel changes

Continued on page 78
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" _ A0 BOBCAT OF
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. ; As operations manager at this dealership

serving the Parry Sound and Muskoka

area, Virginia Adams says Bobcat of

] Parry Sound has lots to offer in compact
parry Sound, Ltd. R var ) equipment that stands up to the most

i Egoncian sHaLL ENGIRl S A rigorous tasks. “Our sales, service and

{ ¢ - parts departments ensure excellent

~
' service. We are always here to help you
get the tough jobs done.” Honda, Stihl
and Husqvarna power equipment are

_
P KNOWLES PLUMBING

‘Muskoka’s Plumbing & Bath Centre

Sales e Installation e Service

QBRrowase 279 Manitoba Street, Bracebridge
out 705.645.2671  KnowlesPlumbing.com

Showrcom I 0 @KnowlesPlumbing

also available. The Bobcat E60 compact

2 Log Furnitur

ANDMORE % R

excavator delivers maximum hydraulic

and engine horsepower to tackle e AT

aggressive digs.

S . > Shipped Directly to Your Home or Cottage.

b ey, Bedding « Lighting « Decor « Pool Tables « Hammocks
' T A : L SRR S e Aoy - ' info@logfurnitureandmore.ca - 800.557.0985 x 2

COMPACT TRACTOR

Equipped with an easily attached
front-end loader, this Bobcat CT2535
tractor is a must-have for digging, dirt
moving, loading and carrying material
around the farm or acreage. The rear-
mounted backhoe creates a powerful
excavator for working on landscaping,
septic installations and other digging
applications.

VISIT OUR NEW BRACEBRIDGE SHOWROOM

~ - e
RANS CANADA =

WOOD PRODUCTS LTD.

lumber store

LUMBER SPECIALTIES
POST & BEAM TIMBERS = DECKING = FENCING
FLOORING = FRAMING = INTERIOR PANELING

UTILITY VEHICLE

The all-wheel drive UV34 can haul materials and tools or tow heavy
trailers and equipment. Available with a three-cylinder diesel or
two-cylinder gas engine, it can tackle the toughest projects. Its
sturdy, composite-lined cargo box can carry up to 1,250 pounds.

705.640.1760
Showroom: 440 Ecclestone Drive, Bracebridge

Continued on page 80

Lumber Yard: 7735 County Road 27, Barrie
P.O. Box 7189, Innisfil, ON L9S 1LO

www.transcanadagroup.on.ca
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READY PINE

Ready Pine tongue-and-groove panelling
is manufactured using state-of-the-art
machinery to produce a perfect factory
finish. Ready Pine is available in two
profiles - traditional V-match and
contemporary shiplap —and 13 colours.
Using wood for your wall or ceiling
creates a richness and warmth in your

space that is unapparelled.

FAVOURITES

We are often asked which colour and profile is the most popular, and
hands down it is pickled pine in the V-match profile. However, we do
offer it in 12 additional colours and also in a shiplap profile. It will make
the ceiling or walls in your home the signature piece in the room.

CONTACT US

We are always happy to hear from customers looking to find a lumber
yard or store that carries Ready Pine in their area. We also love to see
finished projects and offer some inspiration or suggestions on which
colour or profile to pick. Ready Pine is so versatile and changes a
space as soon as the first few boards are in place. o

J"‘._,j"" The Ready Pine Team

.i-\ﬂ“ mpll:' : READ‘

1'
v i

.:1 '“m— e -

}'\'

EASY INSTALLATION

Unique to Ready Pine is our
end-matching, which saves you
time and money. Once installation
is complete, simply pack up the
tools and start to enjoy the finished
result. It really is that easy!

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.
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e TOXIC MOLD

* WOOD ROT

* INSECT INFESTATION

* PESKY ANIMALS

* SNOW AND ICE DAMAGE
* CRACKED FOUNDATIONS

marble & granite inc.

1295 Muskoka Road 118 West, Bracebridge
705.645.3380 stoneway.inc@gmail.com

PREVENT LADDER FALLS

g -
| VISA &
CALL TODAY & SAVE - DISPLAY HOMES WANTED!

LEAF

705-732-1280

Build. Renovate. Landscape. Maintain.
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RY DESIGN

STORY LOUIS DUNCAN-HE | PHOTOGRAPHY HEATHER DUNBAR

Homeowners face the challenge of
finding ways to live in a space they

want with the realities they face.

Yes, most of the beautiful homes we see online
and in magazines are art-directed and styled.
They're meant to be aspirational, but the realities
of day-to-day living are not always captured -
make-shift work-from-home stations, designing
for toddlers, teenagers and of course, living with
pets. Good design always stems from function. A
home’s design direction needs to be sustainable
and stand up to how it's used. When designing

a home with pets, work with their needs, not
against them. Here are some tips and tactics

to keep your space looking its best while still
housing your favourite friends.
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Dogs

Dogs are probably the most
common pets in homes,
because really, what's not to
love? What other member

of your family will greet you
with the same level of vigour
and excitement after simply
checking the mail? However,
from a design perspective,
dogs come with plenty of
challenges. Consider paw
prints, drool, general stains,
shedding of hair and chewing
furniture. When selecting
fabrics with a dog in mind,
focus on performance,

colour and pattern to visually
camouflage as much as

you can. Consider using a
medium-to-darker-toned fabric
(greys, earth tones or navy),

a print or a subtle heathered
texturing as these have natural
camouflaging properties for

your heavy—use pieces.
Continued on page 84

Louis Duncan-He, founder and principal
of Louis Duncan-He Designs, is an
award-winning Canadian designer.

-

N IDEAS

25% OFF SALE CONTINUES

Instock & Custom Orders

FEURNITURE,

e TS R

www.muskokafurniture.net

705-645-8183
195 Wellington Street, BRACEBRIDGE



Birds, Lizards-and -Fish

For other pets like birds, lizards, fish or any type of creature that requires a
cage or tank, don't try to work around them, work with them. Treat this as an
opportunity to get creative and design with intent and purpose. A client’s
daughter wanted her songbird in the living room next to the piano, so we
looked for a beautiful antique cage and painted it white to match the overall
tone of the space. Having it hung with a custom chain next to the grand
piano created a beautiful vignette. Fish tanks or aquariums can be beautiful
as well, especially when integrated into millwork. If you are able to customize
in any way, it's well worth the money.

Cats

Compared to dogs, cats don't usually make
as much of an obvious mess, as they tend to
be a little more agile and are more likely to
be inside. But what they lack in brute strength
and chaos, they more than make up for in the
sheer carnage they can cause by tearing into
your furniture with their claws. When designing
for cats, focus on the texture and weave of
the fabric as opposed to the hue (granted,
darker colours tend to hide stains better).
Cats love any type of fabric they can literally
sink their claws into. Broader weaves, rattan
or macrame are not your friends. Instead, opt
for tighter and more condensed fabrics like
velvet, suede, microfiber or other synthetics like
acrylic, polyester or nylon. They will be harder
to scratch without ample grip. Cats also hate
strong citrus and lavender scents, so keeping
a strategic candle or spray bottle handy with
a drop or two of essential oils will eventually
teach them their limits.
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When it comes to designing any space, it's easier to go with the flow and
embrace the challenges, using them as a gateway to spark innovation and
creativity. This is especially true when designing a home with pets. You

can have both a beautiful home and pets, it just takes a little planning,
strategizing and thoughtful material selection. Pets are an integral part of our
families because they often add the most important ingredient to designing
a truly welcoming home - love. on
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‘Bring the outdoorsin,

WITH QUALITY OUTDOOR SCREENS FORYOURPORCH, . =
PATIO, MUSKOKA ROOM OR BOATHOUS '

VistaView

by Wizard Screens
Large Door Manual Screens

Over 20 years in the business, our products
are manufactured locally in Canada,
including power drop down screens; roller blinds;

retractable door screens for entry door
and large doors; storm shutters.

CONTACT TOM TODAY!

705.641.9516 - 1257 Milford Bay Rd, Milford Bay
muskokascreens@sympatico.ca » muskokascreens.ca




» SOURCE IT

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS
IN MUSKOKA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

»» SOURCE IT

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS
IN MUSKOKA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

FERNCLIFFE

DEVELOPMENT

AND DESIGN INC.

Rooted in the heart of Muskoka,
Ferncliffe Development and
Design Inc. is a full-service
company here to help you with
all of your property needs.

We have been servicing the
beautiful village of Rosseau

and its surrounding areas

for more than 20 years, and
believe that providing excellent
craftsmanship and attention

to detail is of the utmost
importance.

We have built our reputation
by delivering detailed, superior
craftsmanship while maintaining
clear communication with our
valued customers. It is because
of this that a large percentage
of our work comes from repeat
customers and referrals. If you
are new to Ferncliffe we would
love the opportunity to show you
the difference quality product
and service makes.

We can help with all phases
of a new home construction,
remodeling or creating the
outdoor oasis of your dreams.

Our full list of services
include: carpentry, masonry,
landscaping, barging, docks
and decks, painting, demolition,
property maintenance,
snowplowing and removal,
and cottage watch.

We would love the
opportunity to work with you!
705.732.1280
10 Beley Point Rd, Rosseau
ferncliffedevelopment.com
(Please see ad on pg 81)

Muskoka

Window and Door Centre

-EST. ' 1988 -

MUSKOKA AS IT
SHOULD BE SEEN

MUSKOKA WINDOW AND
DOOR CENTRE - ATTRACTIVE
VINYL WINDOW DESIGNS,
TRUSTED MANUFACTURERS,
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Looking for a variety of
exciting windows and doors
for your Cottage or Home?
Look no further than Muskoka
Window and Door Centre.
Our online virtual tour provides
an amazing glimpse into the
various styles, materials, and
functions of the key products
we offer in our Muskoka
showroom in Bracebridge,
Ontario. Once you've been
able to browse around our site
digitally, we highly recommend
that you call us to discuss your
plans, and visit our showroom
to see, touch and operate the
products first hand.

From our experience,
while planning a renovation
or new build, your ability to
see our products close up,
and experience the operating
functions of the products
is very important. You'll be
pleasantly surprised to see how
new technology has impacted
window functions and large
door openings. We have
several options to demonstrate
hidden screens and blinds that
join your indoor lifestyle to
refreshing outdoor elements.
New electronic and digital
security options for windows
and doors have also become
popular features to protect
your investment.
Visit us at
muskokawindowanddoor.ca
(Please see ad on pg 108)
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BROOKLACE KITCHEN

AND BATH

Brooklace Kitchen and Bath
provides fine cabinetry at
extraordinary value! We provide
afull array of design services
for your kitchens, libraries,
home theatres, luxury baths,
bars and interiors, individually
designed with your family in
mind, focusing on superior
function, versatility and design
elements and finished to fit to
your lifestyle!

Our custom cabinet lines
offer framed and frameless
cabinetry that can accommodate
all budget considerations.
Cabinet finishes rival the finest in
furniture manufacturing and our
range of door styles is unlimited
in style and motif.

Our robust collection features
natural stone, natural quartz, and
100% acrylic surfacing materials
for use as countertops and other
surfaces. We also offer a wide
variety of flooring and hardware
products to complete the look.

Our experienced, friendly
kitchen designers work with you
throughout the design process
to help you select the best
combination of styles, colours
and finishes for your budget and
taste. Our team makes sure that
your installation and remodeling
experience is positive and
enjoyable.

The vast majority of our
new projects result from
referrals by past clients. By
combining outstanding service,
extraordinary craftsmanship and
sensible pricing, we have built a
reputation as a firm that builds
relationships first.
brooklacekitchenandbath.ca
705.774.8860
(Please see ad on pg 51)

HOME OPTIONS MADE EASY

HOME OPTIONS

MADE EASY - CUSTOM
CABINETRY & DESIGN
PROFESSIONALS

Here at H.O.M.E we specialize
in cabinetry and design services.
We offer a beautiful design
centre full of the most sought-
after finishes to satisfy the needs
of your project. Whether it's

a sleek, sophisticated design
you're aiming for or a traditional
country-chic feel, we offer stylish
materials and the innovative use
of design and colour to meet
the challenge. Our in-house
designers and fully certified
trades will handle every aspect
of your project from design and
ordering product to demo and
installation.

Are you a contractor or
designer? Use our HOME as
your own!

We are a creativity resource
for many local contractors and
designers. The design centre
is the perfect space for client
consultations, finalizing product
choices and having everything in
one place for your convenience.
We work seamlessly with local
contractors and designers to
provide an exceptional service
whether that's simply cabinetry
and finishes for the project or a
full design package to wow
your client.

Proudly Serving Barrie,
Muskoka and surrounding areas.
705.503.4663
130 Saunders Rd,

Unit 7, Barrie
info@homebarrie.com
homebarrie.com
(Please see ad on pg 97)

HILLTOP INTERIORS

Nestled in the picturesque
village of Rosseau, Ontario,
HillTop Interiors has been
described as a hidden gem,
housing 8,000 square feet of
exceptional products. Inspired
by the beautiful surroundings of
Muskoka, we are well known for
our infamous Muskoka style that
brings the splendour of nature to
interior design.

Every home tells a story. Our
goal is to transform the spaces in
your home into an overall style that
reflects your individual character
and provides you with the comfort
and happiness that people have
found in Muskoka for generations.
We listen to your needs and wants,
and translate this into the right
design and choice of furnishings,
making your home practical and
elegant, while providing you with
comfortable surroundings.

Design for all tastes — our
designs reimagine classic Muskoka
traditions and capture the vibrant
spirit of indoor and outdoor
modern living. We are comfortable
with all design styles, from rustic
log homes to beachfront cottages,
from traditional to contemporary.
We innovate in all environments.

When you are in the store,
ask to visit the Carriage House
and peruse more furniture and
lighting. Visit us or schedule an
in-home appointment with our
design team. We look forward to
meeting you!

705.732.4040

Villiage of Rosseau

1150 Hwy 141, Rosseau
Ipatten@hilltopinteriors.com
hilltopinteriors.com

(Please see ad on pg 107)

ECOREFINISHERS - LOVE
YOUR KITCHEN AGAIN!

We are a family-owned local
business proudly serving this
area since 2006. Over the years,
EcoRefinishers has committed
diligently to finding products
and developing processes that
they could advocate confidently
with a view to protect the
environment and your health as
well as ensure durability.

Zack and Rachel have
surrounded themselves with
a talented team who share
the company’s vision of being
innovators and the best at what
they do.

We strive to ensure skilled
quality refinishing, standing
behind our convictions of
fairness, stewardship and
professionalism. We will
transform your kitchen while
salvaging the existing units
and doors. Our EcoRefinishers
team can save you up to 80%
by renewing — and just think
of the waste you're preventing
from being dumped into the
landfilll Everything is thoroughly
prepped and we spray our
finishes with only high quality,
water-borne lacquers with low
or no VOCs.

Our professional spray
system gives a lasting, elegant
quality to your cabinetry while
ensuring an eco-friendly
environment for you and your
family. Refinish your kitchen
cabinets with us and we will do
our ultimate best to give you the
kitchen you've been waiting for!
2000 Reeves Rd,

Victoria Harbour
705.345.6102
sales@ecorefinishers.com
ecorefinishers.com

(Please see ad on pg 33)

MODERN. MODULAR.
AFFORDABLE.

Ballance Containersis a
forward-thinking prefab builder.
We offer quick and efficient builds
using containers and other prefab
modular solutions.

We offer a full range of
residential buildings including
homes, cottages, and accessory
buildings including laneway
houses, boathouses, and bunkies.
Our bunkies are compact buildings
that meet the needs of the modern
world and can be used as guest
cabins, pool bars, cabanas, home
gyms, saunas, outdoor kitchens
and outdoor offices for all those
that now work from home.

Finance Cost Savings —
Production time of 3-6 months
compared to 12-15 months for
traditional builds.

Prefab Construction -
Buildings are built 75-90% in
a climate-controlled shop =
increased efficiencies, less waste,
and costs.

Metal Construction —
Containers meet and surpass
building codes; they are ideal in
harsh climates and rough terrain.

Comfort Benefits — Containers
are spray foam insulated, therefore
easier to heat and cool and keep
drafts and bugs out.

Green Benefits — Containers
can be equipped with energy-
efficient heating, cooling, lighting,
solar and smart technologies to
reduce energy use — creating
net-zero homes.

Reduced Impact on
Neighbours — Building is installed
in 1-2 days, finishing trades 1-3
weeks (versus 12-15 months for
traditional builds).
ballancecontainers.com
info@ballancedesign.com
@ballancecontainers
(Please see ad on pg 5)

THE ENSUITE BATH &

KITCHEN SHOWROOM
The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen
Showroom is a one-stop
shop for all your residential
plumbing needs in the
Muskoka and Simcoe area.
We provide the perfect
combination of excellent
customer service with a wide
variety of quality plumbing
products. Whether you
are a plumber, designer or
homeowner, our team has
the expertise to go above
and beyond to make your
plumbing plans come to
life. Our knowledgeable and
friendly staff will be happy
to help you with anything,
whether it be a small repair,
technical questions, renovation
projects or a new home build.
Ensuite Bath & Kitchen
Showroom is where top-quality
products and knowledgeable
consultants come together to
deliver outstanding service.
Before you begin your new
bath, kitchen or renovation
project, call us.
ensuiteontario.com/barrie
359 Huronia Rd, Barrie
705.728.0150
kmills@emcoltd.com
(Please see ad on pg 63)
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STORY WALTER FRANCZYK
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

s WITH ONTARIO LOCKED DOWN AGAINST THE %

COVID-19 PANDEMIC, A COTTAGING COUPLE g
DECIDED TO USE THEIR EXTRA TIME AT
HOME TO RENOVATE THEIR MUSKOKA
LAKEHOUSE. “WE NEEDED A PROJECT,”
THE OWNER SAYS.  coninidonpageoo

ABOVE: Granite stairs climb the landscaped
shoreline from Peninsula Lake to this

newly renovated lakehouse, built by SML
Contracting Inc. OPPOSITE: Pine trusses and
beams by Timmerman Timberworks span the
vaulted ceiling in the cottage great room.
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home & builder
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White leather-and-chrome chairs flanking the dining table add a modern
touch to the rustic elements of this classic Muskoka cottage. OPPOSITE
BOTTOM: Instead of a kitchen island, the owners chose a peninsula as an
informal dining spot. Quartz covers all the kitchen counters.

E——
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90 | ourhomes MID-SUMMER 2021

D

"% The large kitchen with white upper cabinets
and chocolate-coloured lower cabinets has been
the scene of many memorable get-togethers.

“WE DECIDED SINCE WE’RE

NOT TRAVELLING, LIKE MOST
PEOPLE, LET’S PUT OUR MONEY
TOWARD SOMETHING ELSE.”

Built a dozen years ago on Peninsula Lake, the five-bedroom cottage

is the family’s little piece of heaven, a summer retreat where they've
made cherished memories with family and friends and kindled familial
traditions with their son and daughter. “It represents our happy place,”
says the owner. The couple usually undertake a cottage project every
year. “But this year, it tended to be the entire cottage, rather than just a
room here or there.”

They had the interior of the 6,300 sq. ft. home completely repainted.
They replaced the furniture in about 80 per cent of the house,
modernizing the space while keeping it cosy and homey.

Urban Rustic Living owner Tary Roossien, who supplied
furnishings and coordinated the makeover, describes the lakehouse as a
traditional Muskoka cottage, in a comfortable classic style favoured by
the owner. Every room blends with or opens to another, so harmony in
furnishings and fabrics is essential, she explains. “Everything here has
to work together,” Tary says.  Continued on page 93
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% An indoor barbecue with a long
wooden table and benches furnishes

a space linking the Muskoka room
o with the cottage dining room.

: BELOW: All-weather armchairs

The octagonal Muskoka room, furnished - | ; — i surround the lakeside firepit.
with oversize armchairs flanking the stone- o i e
fronted fireplace, sits beneath a soaring . . -
timberframe dome that ascends to a central
cupola. “It retains the feeling of a cottage,” says
Tary. “It's a very unique space.” Tall windows
forming most walls of this room can slide
down to reveal screens that admit the cooling
breeze off the lake. “We love the Muskoka
room,” says the owner. “It’s lovely to sit there
and read a book or listen to the sounds on the
lake or the rain. It’s a very peaceful room.”

Reclaimed, wide-plank hemlock flooring
and the timber-framed great room with arched
trusses supporting a cathedral ceiling firmly
establish the character of an aged cottage.
Contemporary furnishings, such as a dining
table with chairs in white leather and chrome,
bookended by upholstered seats trimmed
with metal studs, add a classic touch to the

._..u-

><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm<><><><><><>o<>o<><><><><><>o<>o<><><><><><>o<>o<><><><><><>o<>o<><><><><><><><><><> large, open-concept kitchen. “We wanted a
kitchen that was big enough to be the heart of
the home, as everyone gathers there,” says the
owner. “It is filled with many great memories
of delicious meals, loud conversations,
laughter and more than a few dance parties.”
Comfortable new furniture was a 3 Muskoka had long been a familiar place to

major part of the Muskoka room the couple before they built their cottage. A
makeover. ABOVE: The deck atop

. the boat port is equipped with an condo they bought at Deerhurst two decades
-+ outdoor kitchen. Late afternoon ago was their summer place when they began
on the dock is one of the owner’s looking for property on which to build.

favourite times of day.

When they first sat down with their builder,
SML Contracting Inc. president Bruce
Fitter, they had a pre-conceived notion of
the layout they wanted and the open-concept
design. Bruce filled in the details. “We cannot
speak more highly of Bruce Fitter and his
very talented team. They were awesome to

work with and we have never had an issue
because the cottage was so well built,” says the
owner. “The attention to detail was amazing.”
Timmerman Timberworks furnished the
cottage’s sturdy pine beams and handled the
home’s heavy timber construction.

Designing and building a custom home for
the first time was a pleasure for the owners.
Having a construction background proved
beneficial in the building process. “At the
end of the day you get what you want. It was
very satisfying, watching your vision come to
hght,“ the owner Says.  Continued on page 94
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Each principal bedroom has its own en suite. Rolston Home
Building Centre supplied new bathroom counters for the latest
renovation. “It was a pleasure to work with Basil Markow (at Rolston),”
the owner says. Window Quilt Muskoka furnished shutters and
other window treatments.

Outside, HLD Muskoka landscaped the property with granite
patios, steps and footpaths that lead to a waterfront firepit, a sandy
beach and the dock. “They did a fabulous job,” says the owner. HLD
planted the shoreline with dozens of birch trees and pines. They built
the boathouse and boat port with a fully equipped, stainless steel
kitchen, complete with granite counters on the upper deck. Out on the
dock in the late afternoon is a favourite time of day. “I really love when
it’s five o’clock on a sunny afternoon and things are starting to wind

down before dinner. I find that a very peaceful time,” says the owner.
Continued on page 96

ABOVE: Countertops on the ground floor bar are shaped from
polished concrete. LEFT: A large sectional sofa provides
comfortable seating in the media centre where the owners enjoy
movies and streamed television shows. BELOW: A new sofa and
matching armchairs with poufs from Urban Rustic Living furnish
the ground-floor family room.

i
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For Those Who Love
Undisturbed Natural Beauty.

FRAMELESS

CLEARRAIL

~-GLASS RAILING .

Sophisticated, modern and minimal. is the perfect alternative

to traditional railing, allowing you to enjoy your environment. Delight in the
beauty of the natural world without the intrusion of traditional wooden or
metal railing. Constructed from premium quality 1/2" (12mm) clear tempered
glass and stainless-steel hardware, can provide safety, security,
controlled access, and wind-protection while at the same time allowing you
an unhindered view of the world around you.

Undisturbed. Natural. Beautiful.
www.clearrail.ca - 1-705-835-3450 . Orillia
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She describes the ground-floor family room
with its bar and adjacent media centre as the
fun area of the home. Urban Rustic Living
furnished the family room with a new sofa,
end tables and armchairs. One wall displays
framed replicas of turn-of-the-century
London newspapers. One front page proclaims
the world’s first flying machine. The other
reports the sinking of the Titanic. On the
opposite side of the room, a fire glows warmly
in a cut-stone fireplace, one of four fireplaces
supplied by The Fireplace King and built
by Norm Bennett & Sons Masonry. New
grey leather stools belly up to the glass-topped
bar, painted Benjamin Moore’s Kendall
Charcoal to complement the polished concrete
countertops. Two newly furnished guest
rooms occupy the east end of the ground floor.

Taylor Carpet One Floor & Home
installed new carpeting throughout the
family room and the large media room where
a custom-built sectional sofa faces a large
projection television and movie screen. That
sofa was used quite a bit while the couple
watched movies and Netflix during their stay-
at-home isolation, the owner says.

Tary helped the couple decorate and
furnish the cottage when it was first built and
has been back several times for encores as the
owners upgraded the interior. “She’s always
apleasure to deal with,” says the owner. “She
just really understands my tastes, my likes and
dislikes. So it’s easy. Tary knows what will
work and what won't work in the cottage.”

Continued on page 98
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A loft over the garage holds an entire suite of rooms with its own
private entrance. BELOW LEFT: Rolston Home Hardware Building
Centre supplied the new vanity top in this en suite. CENTRE: A sliding
glass door in this bedroom, redecorated by Urban Rustic Living, opens
to the Muskoka room. RIGHT: A shower behind a glass door occupies

one corner of this en suite.

HOME OPTIONS MADE EASY

CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

Your home is a personal space. It's where you unwind after a hard day,
celebrate events with friends and make memories with family. Whether
your project includes a newly designed kitchen, ensuite oasis, custom
basement bar or even a full home reno, we will walk you through the
process every step of the way. With a comfortable and inviting design
centre full of beautiful displays and finishes such as cabinetry, flooring,
countertops and tile, paired with our talented design team who take joy
in putting our clients first and exceeding their expectations, we go the
extra mile to provide a seamless experience. Our seasoned contractors
and trades take pride in not only their workmanship but the quality of the
products that they are installing while bringing to life the space you've
always dreamed of.

We are all spending more time in our homes these days.
Let us help you make it perfect, it all starts at H.O.M.E.

Serving Barrie, Muskoka and Surrounding Areas. ey

CPTIONS MADE £ASY

705.503.4663 | 130 Saunders Rd., Unit 7, Barrie
info@homebarrie.com | www.homebarrie.com
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Before the pandemic, the couple enjoyed
hosting visitors on weekends and holidays,
sometimes a full house with as many as 18
people. With the pandemic waning in Ontario,
the owners expect there will be many more
happy gatherings at their woodland retreat.

“It's something we look forward to,” says the
owner. “It’s something that our guests, who
come every single year, look forward to.  on

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE

e HLD Muskoka ® Norm Bennett
& Sons Masonry ® Rolston Home
Building Centre ® Royal Muskoka
Painting ® SML Contracting Inc.
e Taylor Carpet One Floor & Home

e The Fireplace King ® Timmerman

A sleigh bed in this ground-floor
: . guest bedroom has a breathtaking
* Window Quilt Muskoka e York Marble . view of Peninsula Lake.

Timberworks e Urban Rustic Living

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Supplied by The Fireplace King, a gas fireplace in the
primary bedroom is surrounded with stone by Norm
Bennett & Sons Masonry. LEFT: A starburst ceiling Ilght
illuminates the primary bedroom where a subtle
houndstooth fabric sheaths the headboard.

o .
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1

CARPET
ONE

FLOOR & HOME®

MODERN HOME CARPET ONE
350 Ecclestone Drive
Bracebridge

705.645.2443

carpetonebracebridge.ca

PARRY SOUND CARPET ONE
115 Bowes St. (Inside RONA)
Parry Sound

705.746.4802

parrysoundcarpetone.com

.".
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-

TAYLOR CARPET ONE
30 Cairns Crescent
Huntsville

705.789.9259

taylorcarpetonehuntsville.com



crafty ideas

DRIFTWOOD
VWREATH

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

Pencil
Jigsaw or scroll saw

7-inch
diameter bowl

Paintbrush
Glue gun
Screwdriver

Wire cutters

MATERIALS

Yato % inch-thick
plywood (large
enoughto cuta
circle 14 inches
in diameter)

Roll of kraft paper

Lots of driftwood
pieces, 9 inches
inlength or a
little shorter

Sandpaper
Hot glue sticks

Acrylic paint in
three colours (we've
used navy, light blue
and white)

Picture-hanging
hardware
(screws, D-ring
hangers and wire)

HOW-TO

To create the plywood backing

for your wreath, draw a 14

inch-diameter circle with a 10

inch-diameter circle inside.

Don't worry if it's not perfect;

it will be hidden behind the

driftwood. Cut your circles with

either a jigsaw or scroll saw to

create a wooden ring.

Once you have the first layer
glued around the entire
ring, begin filling the spaces
with slightly shorter pieces.
Continue layering driftwood
pieces until the backing is
completely hidden.

Place your ring on a large
piece of kraft paper. Using
something round, with a
diameter of about 7 inches,
trace a circle with a pencil
inside your wood ring. This
will be your guide as you
begin gluing the driftwood
pieces onto the ring. You can
temporarily glue your backing
to the paper to prevent
sliding. Peel paper from wood
when complete.

Use shorter pieces and layer
with the smallest pieces on the
top layer.

Paint approximately 10-12
pieces of driftwood in each
of the three colours you've
chosen and leave the rest of
the pieces natural. Let dry
before gluing onto backing.

Decide which way to hang the
wreath and attach hardware
and wire to the backing.

YOUR COMPLETE HOME FURNISHINGS AND FLOORING CENTRE

gy — R

L

% T
— A
MATTRESSES CARPETING 'APPLIANCES AND

COMPLETE RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICES
Handcrafted Furniture built for a lifetime ofm-er'm)ries_.‘

705-286-3167 94 Bobcaygeon Road,
info@riverview-furniture.com Minden, ON

@ Riverview Furniture & Flooring Centre . . .
riverviewfurniture1979 www.riverview-furniture.com

SHOPOUR
ONLINESTORE

shop.prattslawncare.com

LAWN CARE
A LANDSCAPES

3233 Muskoka Rd 169, Bala ¢ 705.762.5623
www.prattslawncare.com

Add a beachy vibe to your space with this fun
and easy-to-make driftwood wreath. Plus,
there's the added benefit of long walks along
the water to collect driftwood!

Begin gluing the driftwood

pieces onto the wood ring,

using the longest pieces first.

Do not go too far past your

pencil guideline on the inside

of the ring. Leave some space :

between each piece to get a - Now you're ready to hang and
nice starburst shape. . enjoy your work of art! on

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect,
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Kelly Bidan 705.349.1485 | kelly.bidan@ourhomes.ca
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directory

OUR HOMES attracts the area's finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to
market their products and services. We're making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one
heading, please email kelly.bidan@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.349.1485.

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/
RENTALS

Costa Rica Luxury Lifestyle, 15

APPLIANCES
Brown'’s Appliances, 33

Mid-Ontario Appliance Installations
(MOAI), 20

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN

Lakeside Architecture Inc., 20

ART SUPPLIES
Red Canoe Gallery, 23

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS

Red Canoe Gallery, 23

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME
TECHNOLOGY

Sifft Electric, 19

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS

Manderley Fine Furniture, 10
Mattresses of Muskoka, 43

BUILDERS

1867 Confederation Log Homes, 105
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 9
Attainable Solutions Inc., 3

Ballance Homes, 5, 87

Colonial Concepts Log & Timberframe, 13
Ferncliffe Development, 81, 86

From The Ground Up, 75

Linwood Custom Homes, 35

Milestone Custom Construction, 17
Muskoka Lakes Construction, 25

Peter Smith Construction, 21

Strickland Contracting, 49

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Trans Canada Wood Products, 17, 79

United Lumber Home Hardware
Building Centre, 12

CABINETS & MILLWORK/
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE

Home Options Made Easy, 86, 97
Log Furniture & More, 79
Muskoka Furniture, 83
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Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., 6
The Cutter’s Edge, 2

CLOTHING/FASHION/FOOTWEAR/
JEWELRY/LUGGAGE & LEATHER GOODS

The Boathouse, 29
The Cutter’s Edge, 2

COUNTERTOPS
Stoneway Marble & Granite Inc., 81

EAVESTROUGHS/SOFFIT/FASCIA
Leaf Out, 87

ELECTRICAL
Coon'’s Electrical Ltd., 77
Sifft Electric, 19

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
Schlager, 12

FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Muskoka Upholstery, 61

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/
MORTGAGE/INVESTING

Parry Sound Insurance Brokers Ltd., 8

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Fireplace & Leisure Centre, 25
The Fireplace Stop, 29

FLOORING

Brooklace Kitchen & Bath, 57, 86
Cordell Carpet, 4, 49

Floors Direct North, 51

Modern Home Carpet One, 99
Parry Sound Carpet One, 99
Riverview Furniture & Flooring, 101
Taylor Carpet One, 99

Trans Canada Wood Products, 17, 79

FOOD & DRINK/RESTAURANTS/
CATERING/DELI

J'adore Fine Cheese, 21

FURNITURE & HOME DECOR/
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES

Green Love, 33

HillTop Interiors, 87, 107
Huckleberry's, 29

Lockside Trading Company, 18
Manderley Fine Furniture, 10
Muskoka Furniture, 83

Riverview Furniture & Flooring, 101
Sound Interiors, 57

The Corner Cabinet, 49
The Cutter’s Edge, 2
Urban Rustic Living / The LightHouse, 47

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES

Lake of Bays Garden Centre, 77

Pratt’s Lawn Care & Landscapes -
Pratt’'s Garden Centre, 101

Rockwood Forest Nurseries, 63

GENERATORS
Sifft Electric, 19

HEATING & COOLING
Sifft Electric, 19

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/RENOVATIONS
Ferncliffe Development, 81, 86
Ready Pine, 49

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR
DESIGN/HOME STAGING

Sound Interiors, 51

KITCHEN & BATH

Brooklace Kitchen & Bath, 57, 86

Downsview Kitchens, 31

EcoRefinishers, 33, 87

Home Options Made Easy, 86, 97

Knowles Plumbing, 79

Northern Living Kitchen & Bath/
Living Lighting, 14

Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., 6

The Cutter’s Edge, 2

The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen
Showroom, 63, 87

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &
ARCHITECTURE/LANDSCAPING/
LAWN & GARDEN

Attainable Solutions Inc, 3

CLEARRAIL, Frameless Glass Systems
Inc., 95

Ferncliffe Development, 81, 86

Lake of Bays Garden Centre, 77

Pratt’s Lawn Care & Landscapes —
Pratt’'s Garden Centre, 101

Schlager, 12

LIGHTING

HillTop Interiors, 87, 107

Living Lighting Parry Sound/
Northern Living, 14

Muskoka Lighting Company, 49

Sifft Electric, 19

Sound Interiors, 51
Urban Rustic Living / The LightHouse, 47

MACHINERY/SMALL EQUIPMENT/
FARM SUPPLIES

Bobcat of Parry Sound — Bob Cat, 16
Kubota North, 41

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE/RECREATION
Islander Adventure Tour, 29

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
HillTop Interiors, 87, 107

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Fireplace & Leisure Centre, 25

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 4

Colour 'n Light Muskoka, 4
Cordell Carpet, 4, 49

Muskoka Paint & Decorating, 4
Sound Interiors, 51

PEST CONTROL
Environmental Pest Control, 49

PLUMBING
Knowles Plumbing, 79

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS

CLEARRAIL, Frameless Glass Systems
Inc., 95

REAL ESTATE

Forest Hill Real Estate Inc. —
Marc Thibodeau, 65

Royal Lepage — Wearing & Parrot, 19

SCREEN SYSTEMS
Muskoka Screens, 85
Window Quilt Muskoka, 45

SPORTING SUPPLY/
RECREATIONAL OUTFITTERS

Bobcat of Parry Sound — Bob Cat, 16

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 7

TRIM/MOULDING/CASING
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 7
Brooklace Kitchen & Bath, 57, 86

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Cordell Carpet, 4, 49

HillTop Interiors, 87, 107
Muskoka Paint & Decorating, 4
Window Quilt Muskoka, 45

WINDOWS & DOORS

Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 7

Marvin Windows and Doors Canada, 11
Muskoka Window and Door Centre, 84, 108

WOOD REFINISHING/RESTORATION
Muskoka Wood Finishing, 51

-

e SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

EXPAND THE
ONLINE PRESENCE
OF YOUR BUSINESS

ourhomes

CELEBRATING LIFE AT HOME

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR
DIGITAL ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITIES
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REACH 500,000+ PEOPL

e NEWSLETTER ADS

= ,,,;.

E ONLINE

* SPONSORED ARTICLES ¢ AND MORE

FOLLOW US ON 0 @




We design and build
log & timber frame homes.

Always custom. Amazing support. The Total Package.

confederationloghomes.com

wicker %

Wicker furniture is increasingly popular, whether made with natural rattan or newer
synthetic materials. The particular weave of fibres is what gives wicker its timeless look.
Not just for outdoor furnishings, bringing wicker inside is a design trend worth trying.
These woven wonders add texture and a relaxed look throughout your home.

onderful {7

!
:
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YOUR STYLE
YOUR HOME
YOUR LIFE

1. UNIVERSAL FURNITURE: Nantucket Round Dining Table 2. ABBOTT: Round
Wall Mirrors 3. IKEA: Snidad Basket 4. MADE GOODS: Tatum Upholstered Bar
Stool 5. POTTERY BARN: Willow Wicker Charger Plate 6. MADE GOODS: Ismael
Chair 7. BOUCLAIR: Glass and Rattan Table Lamp 8. ABBOTT: Rattan Handle
Cheese Knives and Salad Servers 9. MERCANA: Leona Natural Wicker Woven
Mirrored Base Nesting Trays 10. MADE GOODS: Sariah Coffee Table 11. SURYA:
Manning Pendant 12. CURREY & COMPANY: Cape Verde Orb Chandelier

13. SURYA: Dustin Sconce 14. BOUCLAIR: Set of Three Rattan Hooks 15. CURREY
& COMPANY: Saxan Rattan Chandelier 16. MADE GOODS: Isla Bookcase |
17. BOUCLAIR: Rattan Soap Dispenser 18. BOUCLAIR: Wicker and Black Metal - . L -

SideTable 19.BOUCLAI:Fcus n Rt P 20. MADE GOODS:Kymoni B e - Fioe & DAE—= LIGHTING —BEDDING & DECOR
21. UNIVERSAL FURNITURE: Escape-Coastal Living Home Collection Headboard i
and Pull Up Bench oH

AN
/A

705.732.4040 HILLTOPINTERIORS.COM 1150 HICHWAY 141, ROSSEAU, ON POC 1JO
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Muskoka

Window and Door Centre

- EST. 1988-

MUSKOKA AS 1T
SHOULD BE SEEN

www.muskokawindowanddoor.ca




