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30 HOWLAND DRIVE, HUNTSVILLE
 705.789.0448  .  thecuttersedge.com

VIEW AND ORDER ONLINE:
shop.thecuttersedge.com
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545 Mount Pleasant Rd., Toronto, ON M4S 2M5
416-486-3045

www.manderleyfinefurniture.com

The Home of

In Walnut Grove, Stickley has combined  
flowing lines inspired by modern design  

with moments of  sophisticated handwork  
that beautifully showcase the  

furniture maker’s art.

The most successful 
modern collection

in Stickley history!

Supply  & Ins ta l l  O f  Qua l i ty  In ter io r  Fin ishes  –  V is i t  Webs i te  To  Connect  Wi th  Us 
52 Saunders  Road, Bar r ie   |   Fo l low Us  @Barr ieTr im

FINISHING YOUR HOME SINCE 1985705.739.2200 BARRIETRIM.COM                   



We design and build
log & timber frame homes.

Always custom. Amazing support. The Total Package.

confederationloghomes.com

1-877-Go-2-Logs (1-877-462-5647)

1867ConfederationSP20.indd   1 2020-01-29   10:19 AM
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Relax with confidence – when you choose a custom kitchen or furnishings  
from Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., you are guaranteed the excellence and craftsmanship you deserve. 

Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc. has been in the business of manufacturing dream kitchens since 1997 
and we pride ourselves on customer satisfaction and personal service every time.

Like Us:

705.527.6116
perkinsf ie ldkitchen@rogers.com
perkinsf ie ldkitchenandbathinc.com

C u s t o m  D e s i g n e d  f o r 
Yo u r  S t y l e   |   Yo u r  S p a c e   |   Yo u r  N e e d



specializing in
WATERFRONT PROPERTIES

ISLAND TO MAINLAND

Proudly Representing

705-746-2725 | parrysoundinsurance.com | dave@parrysoundinsurance.com 
 705-687-6606 | muskokainsurancebrokers.com | stephen@muskokains.com

705-789-4222 | parrysoundinsurance.com | ron@mollerinsurance.com

ParrySoundInsFALL19.indd   1 2020-08-12   4:24 PM

for your home

www.muskokafurniture.net
705-645-8183

195 Wellington Street, BraceBridge

25% Off Sale cOntinueS
Instock & Custom Orders

Staycation ideaS



Request Quote Today -Discounts Apply

1-855-HY-GRADE
www.HyGradeRoofing.com

4 9  4 7 2 3 3
Visit our Showroom by appointment at 102 Lindgren Road West, Huntsville 

Complimentary On-site Consultations • No Charge Installation
705 789 1236 • windowquiltmuskoka.com

Serving Muskoka, Parry Sound and surrounding areas for over 35 years!

WEATHER PROTECTIONINSECT SCREENING

Interior Shades with Sun, Privacy & Blackout Options • California Shutters
Insect & Weather Screens • Phantom Screen Doors

Security Shutters • Motorized Options • Home Automation Compatible

WINDOW QUILT MUSKOKA

SUNSCREEN - BLOCK THE SUN NOT THE VIEW!



Canadian Manufacturer of Artisan Lighting, 
Furniture and Metal Art 705.735.4414

740 Huronia Rd. Unit 8, Barrie, ON L4N 6C6
northerniron@bellnet.ca | www.northerniron.ca

For design ideas and information, we welcome you to visit our spectacular
must see showroom located in Huntsville, Ontario 

FIREPLACE KING
3 Cairns Drive, Huntsville
705.789.8067

fireplaceking.com

Contemporary wood-burning at its finest. 
At 50" wide, the wall-to-wall fire of the L50 is an experience unlike any other.  

As with all Renaissance Fireplaces, the door and screen open with an  
elegant guillotine system. The L50 includes a Heat Recovery System (HRS)  

to distribute heat throughout the home using ducts.



RBC CANADIAN WOMEN 
ENTREPRENEUR AWARDS

WINNER

Trust is Paramount, 
Contact Us Today!

90 Joseph St., Port Carling ON  P0B 1J0 • TICO #50021857
jaynesluxuryrentals.com  •  705-706-7900

Luxury Property 
Owners Contact Us 
to List
Award Winning Agency provides 
luxury turnkey rental experiences 
for owners and guests.

Specializing in:
• Long term rentals
• Thorough screening of guests
• Greeting guests upon arrival
• Weekly cleaning and security
• 24/7 guest support
• Large security deposits
•  60% guest repeat rate
•  Concierge includes private chefs, 

shopping services, hot tubs,  
and more!

“LUXE ON JOE”

LUXURY RENTALS
Jayne's

O P E N :  B Y  A P P O I N T M E N T  O N L Y



When a power outage strikes, SOMMERS RESIDENTIAL GENERATORS
ensure that your home or cottage automatically stays powered on.

ECRA / ESA 7002295

A full range of generators 
that can be custom built to 
suit your home or cottage’s 
specific needs, so you’ll 
always have standby power 
ready.

705.765.0600 • www.sifftelectric.com • Port Carling

MUSKOKA • PARRY SOUND

Your Source For All Your Electrical, HVAC,
Backup Power And Home Automation Needs.

Providing Quality Caulking Services In 
Simcoe • Muskoka • Georgian Bay • Parry Sound

Custom Homes • Exterior / Interior • Landscape

647.230.4361
www.181CustomCaulking.com  |  info@181CustomCaulking.com

BRACEBRIDGE  Colour N Light Muskoka  505 Muskoka Rd 118 W | 705.646.8891 | colournlightmuskoka.ca

BRACEBRIDGE  Muskoka Paint & Decorating  23 Monck Rd | 705.645.8800 | muskokapaint.com

GRAVENHURST  Colour N Light Muskoka  545 Muskoka Rd N | 705.687.7956 | colournlightmuskoka.ca

HALIBURTON  Cordell Carpet  25 Hops Dr | 705.457.2022 | cordellcarpet.ca
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REACH US EASILY: firstname.lastname@ourhomes.ca

OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC:
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TRACTORS • EXCAVATORS

UTILITY VEHICLES • MOWERS

PARTS & SERVICE

1677 Winhara Road, Gravenhurst • 705.645.1175 • kubotanorth.com

NEW EQUIPMENT SALES • FULL SERVICE SHOP • PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

Kubota_FALL20.indd   1 2020-08-14   2:02 PM

Your project is in good hands.
705.205.1342  |  BRACEBRIDGE, ON  |  helycc.com

COTTAGES
BOATHOUSES

ADDITIONS
RENOVATIONS

STEEL & CRIB DOCKS
DECKS & FENCES

HelyCustom_SP20.indd   1 2020-01-28   11:26 AM

705.721.1116
7735 County Road 27, Barrie

PO Box 7189, Innisfil, ON L9S 1L0
www.transcanadagroup.on.ca

BEAUTIFUL 
A natural hardwood with stunning 
colour and grain characteristics 
unlike anything else.

DURABLE
Proven Durability of Class 1, on 
par with Ipe and outperforming 
cedar. 

EXTREMELY STABLE
Moves 90% less than natural 
wood to maintain clean lines for 
decades. Does not shrink and 
swell like natural wood.

ECOLOGICALLY CONSCIOUS
FSC Certified for LEED 
Accreditation. 100% natural 
hardwood with NO additives. 
Sourced from North American 
hardwood forests means no 
questionable origins.

PROVEN
50 million square feet installed 
in 50 countries.
Not all Thermowood is equal. 

NATURAL WOOD; 
UN-NATURAL PERFORMANCE.
Still specifying Cedar and Ipe? Step up a class in Performance, 
Durability and Conscious Beauty with Hardwood Cladding & 
Decking. The new standard for your next indoor or outdoor 
wood requirement.
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

BEING HOMEBOUND CAN BE A PLEASURE when making 
the best of it. In this edition, three couples share their delight in 
creating a unique habitat in which to enjoy their natural surroundings.

Marie and Graham Keene invited OUR HOMES to the new cottage 
they built on Wahwashkesh Lake. An inventive electrical engineer, 
Graham designed charming and original finishing touches for this 
lake house. He converted Coleman naphtha lamps, those ubiquitous 
lanterns, once standard equipment at campsites and cottages, into 
electric lights that glow at the flick of a switch. In the powder room, he 
used an outdoor water tap handle to fashion an overhead light switch. 
Innovative rustic touches, pine floors, shiplap walls and carefully 
chosen antiques construct an East Coast boathouse ambience the 
couple envisioned for their holiday home.

Daryl Idiens and his wife Melissa chose a spot with an unusual 
geography to meld building styles. On the southeast coast of Lake 
Rosseau, in a sheltered bay area, unlike the steep rocky shores around 
much of Muskoka, the terrain slopes gently to the lake, a topography 
well-suited to farming. In what was once a large hayfield, Daryl and 
Melissa blended country cottage and farmhouse styles to build a new 
7,000 sq. ft. lake house. From the upland side, it looks like a large, 
sturdy farmhouse. Viewed from the lake, its glass walls, high windows 
and wide, sheltered patios affirm that this home was built to savour 
lakeside summer living.

In Haliburton, Ryan Harkin and Blair Cox conquered the challenges 
of a high, craggy shoreline with a series of decks and stairs descending 
from their newly rebuilt cottage to the edge of Kennisis Lake. They 
created an array of vistas overlooking one of Ontario’s cleanest lakes 
and Norah’s Island, a nearby ecologically sensitive 22-acre islet. 
Protected as wilderness by the Haliburton Highlands Land Trust, the 
island is home to rare species of orchid.

Hope you enjoy your cottage visits in these pages as much as we did 
chronicling them.

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
walter.franczyk@ourhomes.ca

Follow us     
Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca

R E F I N E  Y O U R  L I F E S T Y L E

CECLO Easy

ORIGINAL Hybrid

FUN X2 Foldable

ORIGINAL Electric ORIGINAL Boat

LUXURY ELECTRIC  &  ECO-FR IENDLY  BOATS

E-C ATAMARA N.COM   87 7. 227.8098

CECLO Cruise

Khap Reve_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-11   2:13 PM

Safe Area is bounded by the blue guides. 
Keep all important information 

(such as text or logos) within this area.

Take other elements out to the black line.

No need to include crop marks, 
but if you do, please offset them by 1/4”

Build.  Renovate.  Landscape.  Maintain.

705-732-1280

www.ferncliffedevelopment.com

705-732-1280

www.ferncliffedevelopment.com

Build. Renovate. Landscape. Maintain.
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Shady summer afternoons promise 
cool comfort at this charming 
Highlands cottage. Story, page 74. 
Photography by Sandy MacKay.
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DESIGN, BUILD  
AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN

Garrison Creek specializes in building eco-friendly luxury homes.  
We offer the latest innovations and guide homeowners through  

building a beautifully designed dream home that enhances their lifestyle.

For more information, please contact:

Gerry Reynolds • Director | Business Development
gerry@garrison-creek.com

garrison-creek.com            @GarrisonCCI            @garrisoncreekhomes
22  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1



To navigate the dos and don’ts for your 
outdoor life experience, first, ask yourself, 
“How much time do I want to devote to 
maintenance?” A bit of research will make 
your lounge time more enjoyable. 

CABINETRY AND FURNITURE – 
MAINTENANCE 101

 Most products are made of plastic, 
wood, aluminum or wicker, and each 
material has its own set of positives 
and negatives.

 Take time to read and follow 
manufacturers’ instructions to clean 
and maintain any products. It’ll 
make your life easier in the short 
and long run.

 Corrosion- and weather-resistant 
means the finish protects materials. It 
is not waterproof.

 UV-stable and light fastness is a 
stabilizer added to protect from 
deterioration or fading in the sun.

 Fire, heat and impact-resistant 
materials are easy to clean and 
non-corrosive. The most practical is 
stainless steel. 

 The easiest solution is to cover your 
furniture and place in storage when 
not in use. 

WANT SUSTAINABLE PATIO FURNITURE? 
Look for 
recycled plastic, 
reclaimed wood 
or FSC-certified 
wood. Teak 
is well known 
for durability, 
beauty and 
strength and is 
popular on ships.

FABRICS 
Cushions 
and fabrics 
make outdoor 
lounging comfy. 
Make sure fabrics 
are breathable and 
UV, water, mildew and stain-
resistant. Most people are familiar with 
Sunbrella fabric for its durability and soft 
feel. Power-washing is not recommended 
as it can ruin the seams of the cushions. 

SHADES AND CANOPIES
Extend your outdoor stay in a natural way 
to keep cool, protect yourself from UV 
rays and reduce the premature ageing of 
wood and fabric. Add a fan for ultimate 
breezy coolness.

FLOORING 
What’s under your feet needs to be 
practical, beautiful and long-wearing. 
First, take an inventory of the area you 
want to cover. Assess conditions such as 
drainage, holes made by animals, soil 
type and exposure to sun and rain. This 
will determine what materials you’ll need 
to use. Flooring options include: 

Wood: It’s versatile. Redwood and cedar 
have a natural resistance to rot and the 
elements. Other woods require sealants.

Stone: Natural and durable. Includes 
granite, slate and marble and still requires 
care. Dark stones absorb the heat and will 
scorch your tender tootsies.

Brick and permeable concrete pavers: 
Great hardscape options for eco-friendly 
patios and walkways. 

Tile: Porcelain tiles can mimic the look 
of other materials, including wood 
and stone, all while being durable and 
budget-friendly.

Rubber paving stones and recycled 
plastic: Helps divert waste from landfills. 
Resilient, durable, slip resistant and shock 
absorbent – a favourite around pools and 
kids’ playgrounds.

Composite Decking: Wood fibres 
encased in plastic and binding agents. 
Low-maintenance, easy to install with a 
multitude of great traits. Very popular 
despite higher cost of materials.

Carpets: Makes the outdoors homelike. 
The synthetics are easy to clean, and are 
mould, mildew and stain-resistant. Many 
are made of recycled materials.

Artificial Grass: It’s not the real thing, but 
it is easy to install and long-lasting. You do 
need to vacuum it.

NOTE: Make sure your flooring has a 
matte or non-slip finish. Shiny surfaces are 
hazardous around water and in the winter. 

Finally, your 
evening 
outdoor stay is 
more enjoyable 
when you light 
things up! 
Make sure any 
fixture you use 
is wet-rated. 
Safety first.  OH

SURVIVING 
THE ELEMENTS

Interior Designer 
Dolores Pian 
shares her ideas.

The great outdoors: Whether we experience it on a tiny balcony, a cosy deck or a big backyard, we all want to 
get out to enjoy warmer temperatures. While it’s lovely to lounge, linger and live outdoors, you need to know 
Mother Nature is cruel towards materials. The scorching sun, with temperatures that go up and down, along 
with the wind, rain and water are all challenging to materials, natural or man-made.

CABANACOAST: Landing 
Deep Seating in Umber

HINKLEY: Hardy 
Island Round 
Side-Mount LED 
Path Light
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705.687.8370
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Spring

1  	 COLOUR ’N LIGHT MUSKOKA

Industrial Motif
Stylish Living Lighting fixtures, showcased at two 
different showrooms, will inspire you to fill your living 
space with light. Benjamin Moore paints, home décor 
and expert advice are also available.

545 Muskoka Rd. N., Gravenhurst | 705.687.7956  
505 Hwy. 118 W., Unit 5, Bracebridge | 705.646.8891  

colournlightmuskoka.ca​

2  	 PRATT’S GARDEN CENTRE

Wicker Furniture
Light and sturdy, this two-seat wicker settee comes 
with matching cushioned armchairs and a coffee 
table. Ideal for the porch, patio or sundeck, it’s part 
of an extensive selection of garden supplies, décor 
and tools.

3233 Muskoka Rd. 169, Bala 
705.762.5623 | prattslawncare.com

3  	 HUCKLEBERRY’S

Forest Fragrance
Thymes combines the scents of cedar and 
sandalwood to create the warm and comforting 
aroma of fresh-cut wood in its Frasier Fir collection. 
Votive candle sets, bar soap, dishwashing liquid, 
all-purpose cleaner and fragrance diffusers comprise 
this collection.

14 Bay St., Parry Sound  
705.746.2799 | huckleberrys.ca

4 	 RAIL ’S END GALLERY

Happy Soap
Blended with aromatic frankincense, ylang ylang 
essential oil and calendula petals, this goat’s milk soap 
by Kreative H’Art Planet, available in a variety of novel 
shapes and sizes, helps soothe and hydrate skin.

23 York St., Haliburton 
705.457.2330 | railsendgallery.com

5  	 BROWN’S APPLIANCES

Cool Cooker
This 43-inch range by CornuFé features two electric 
convection ovens, five powerful gas burners or a 
five-zone induction range top of durable ceramic 
glass that easily wipes clean. Available in eight classic 
colours and three trim options.

108 Maple St., Port Carling 
705.765.5700 | brownsappliances.com

6  	 REFINED KITCHEN & BATH

Kenzzi Collection
Porcelain tiles lend the timeless look of worn 
European encaustic tiles to floors, feature walls 
or backsplashes. From stylized flowers to mod 
geometrics, this glazed tile collection offers a variety 
of designs.

96 Hanes Rd. Unit 4, Huntsville 
705.787.1362 | refinedmuskoka.ca

Continued on page 28

Satisfy your style cravings 
from this tasteful menu.

AHEAD

1

2

3

4

5

6
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7  	 MASTER’S BOOK STORE

Escapology
A new book by interior decorators 
Colin McAllister and Justin Ryan 
illustrates a beautiful collection of 
classic and contemporary cottages 
and cabins. It’s packed with practical 
building and design advice.

195 Highland St., Haliburton 
705.457.2223 | mastersbookstore.ca

8 	 HILLTOP INTERIORS

Table Lamp
Made of glazed ceramic, this 
modern rustic lamp adds a 
sculptural, finishing touch to any 
favourite room at home or at the 
cottage. HillTop provides innovative 
design and furniture in styles from 
traditional to contemporary.

1150 Hwy. 141, Rosseau 
705.732.4040 | hilltopinteriors.com

9  	 MATTRESSES OF MUSKOKA

Cabinet Bed
Ideal for small spaces, this cabinet 
bed offers extra sleeping space 
at the cottage, condo, boathouse 
or home office. Freestanding, it 
needs no installation and can be 
easily moved.

6 Monica Lane, Bracebridge 
705.646.2557 | mattressesofmuskoka.com  OH

7

8

9

100-395 Centre Street North • Huntsville, ON P1H 2P5

WearingParrott.com
info@WearingParrott.com

RICK WEARING
BA, MVA-RESIDENTIAL, BROKER

705-783-6544

SANDRA PARROTT
LL.B, SALES REPRESENTATIVE

705-783-4323

Some past client comments...

We would be happy to help you, too!

“ Prompt personal contact, thinking along with the 
client’s priorities, providing solutions and follow 
through. Leading the sale of the house without us 
being able to be present personally. The Wearing 
& Parrot Team has been more than a real estate 
agent. They have gone out of their way to assist us. 
The sale of our home was due to sudden extremely 
difficult personal circumstances and the Wearing & 
Parrott Team has eased the steps in every way.  
We are so very thankful they helped us out.” 

– Will G., 2020
“ Each step – which included the listing of our 
property to its closing – was handled in a 
professional manner. Detail to accuracy was 
exceptional. The Wearing & Parrott Team was 
open to discussing our ideas on how to improve 
curb appeal. The results from these suggestions 
definitely helped with the final sale of our property. 
Their positive outlook helped to support and carry 
us through a number of challenging and market 
fluctuations. Working with Sandra and Rick was a 
positive experience for the reasons mentioned. We 
would highly recommend this Team to assist you 
in any of your real estate needs.” 

– Ken and Sharron S., 2020 

“ You explained everything really well. That helped 
us feel confident that we were making the right 
decisions. Plus you were fun! We were so happy 
that we chose you again as our REALTORS. You set 
us up well for a big, fast win – selling in 5 days, 
well above asking, with no conditions. And you 
made the whole process fun! Thank you.” 

– Ken W. and Sue C., 2020

“ Communication is something you did particularly 
well. We always felt that you were just a phone 
call away to answer any questions. You always 
had patience with our queries. You gave us 
your opinions but allowed us to make our own 
decisions. We had confidence in your superb 
knowledge of the real estate market and all of the 
steps in the process. We would have no hesitation 
in recommending Rick Wearing and Sandra Parrott 
to anyone looking to buy or sell a property.” 

– T. and D. Jardine, 2020

licensed electricians . certified generator installations
new homes . cottages . renovations . upgrades . panel changes

CALL US TODAY 705.342.1866 | coonselectrical@hotmail.com

Serving Muskoka, Parry Sound and the Islands 
of Georgian Bay for over 25 years.
We service ALL your electrical needs!

Coon's Electric_SP20.indd   1 2020-02-03   3:00 PM
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INGREDIENTS

SALAD

1 cup melon, 
balled (your 
choice: 
cantaloupe, 
watermelon and/
or honeydew) 

1 cup bocconcini 
cheese 

8-10 pieces of 
thinly sliced 
prosciutto 

Mint, to garnish  

Basil, to garnish 

DRESSING 

¼ cup olive oil 

2 Tbsp wine 
vinegar, your 
choice

1 tsp honey 

A few leaves of 
basil, thinly sliced

Salt and pepper,
to taste 

HOW-TO

In a large bowl, 
mix together 
dressing 
ingredients.

Add melon and 
cheese and 
toss to coat in 
the dressing.

Place the melon 
mixture on a 
platter and 
arrange with slices 
of prosciutto.

Tear mint and 
basil to garnish 
on top.  OH

MELON
PROSCIUTTO
SALAD

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This is the perfect fresh and bright salad for spring. Sweet, juicy 
melon and salty, slightly smoky prosciutto are a classic pairing.

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

MelonProsciuttoSalad.indd   2 2021-02-01   3:56 PM

 
    

since 1967

   

The Downsview cabinetry collection is custom crafted in North America and available through select kitchen design showrooms

DOWNSVIEW KITCHENS  2635 Rena Road, Mississauga,ON  Phone (905) 677-9354

Visit our website: www.downsviewkitchens.com

79404_Downsview_OURHOMES-2021_SJC_BLEAD05HM.qxd  21-01-19  9:57 AM  Page 1

30  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

cooking at home



TIPS FOR SEEDING SUCCESS 
Though direct-sowing is easy, it doesn’t 
mean your new plant babies won’t need 
care. Follow these tips for the best direct-
seeding success:

 Make sure to clear your seeding area 
of any weeds and have the soil loose, 
damp and ready for planting. 

 Most of the specific sowing info per 
plant variety is found on the seed 
packet. Please read carefully. The rule 
of thumb is to plant a seed three times 
as deep as its circumference, but some 
require light or a cold stratification 
to germinate. Also keep in mind that 
when to sow is equally important, as 
some seedlings are frost-hardy and 
some are not. 

 Mark your spot. It’s really easy to 
forget where you planted seeds once 
springtime growth is in full swing. 

 Water your seeds gently as needed 
until you see germination, then again 
whenever you see the soil surface 
looking a bit dry. Watch the weather 
and adjust your watering. Schedule 
accordingly as seedlings can easily 
die from drought or drowning at this 
delicate stage. 

 If you have a good germination rate, 
you may need to thin your seedlings to 
give them airflow and room to grow. I 
find it’s better to pinch the unwanted 
seedlings off at the base because 
pulling them disturbs their delicate, 
young root systems. If the unwanted 
seedlings are edible plants you can eat 
them, too.

 Keep watching and caring for your new 
brood until they’re established plants, 
and always be on the lookout for pests 
and predators. Some insects love to snack 
on and decimate defenseless seedlings. 

THE EDIBLES

Beans, salad greens, 
parsley, basil, dill, 

borage, cilantro, fennel, 
beets, carrots, peas 

and radish.

BLOOMS-FOR-DAYS ANNUALS

Cosmos, zinnia, calendula, 
sunflowers, nasturtium, 

nigella, bachelor buttons, 
california poppies, morning 

glory and moonflower.

DEPENDABLE
PERENNIALS/BIENNIALS 

Foxglove, blue flax, 
black eyed susans, 

milkweed, butterfly weed, 
columbine and lupine.

PRO TIP: After your seed garden is well established, don’t forget to sow succession crops of both 
flowers and veggies to keep those beautiful blossoms and edibles coming all season long. You can 
even save some seeds at the end of the season for next year. 

Lessons learned? Direct sowing is a little bit risky and patience-building but also incredibly easy 
and inexpensive. Which method will you choose this gardening season?  OH

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
MELANIE REKOLA

EASY
2020 was a wild year that 
brought so many challenges 
– some were utterly 
heartbreaking and others were 
just plain annoying. The lack 
of availability of items we take 
for granted was frustrating, 
including plants. Many 
garden favourites just weren’t 
attainable. Seed-sowing to 
the rescue! 

Most garden seeds (both flowers and 
veggies) are readily available online 
and at your local nursery, often in 
varieties you might otherwise never 
find. Plus, growing plants from seed 
is an inexpensive, fun and rewarding 
process. Most seeds can be started 
indoors earlier in the growing season 
but for this piece I’m focusing on the 
direct sowing method because it’s 
terrifically simple. Direct seeding/
sowing means to plant seed directly 
in the garden. Sounds easy doesn’t it? 
That’s because it is! 

Unlike their inside-grow 
counterparts, seeds that have been 
grown in place don’t experience the 
stress of transplanting and won’t need 
to adjust to their new surroundings. 
Often you won’t lose any time at all 
direct-sowing and I learned this 
(again) firsthand during last year’s 
growing season when a friend gifted 
me a variety of veggie seeds in June. 
With no time to start indoors I had no 
choice but to direct-sow them. To my 
surprise, many of these sown-in-place 
seedlings grew better and produced 
more than the ones I started inside the 
previous months. 

Sow

MELANIE’S PLANT PICKS
Annual flowers, vegetables, and even some perennials are great candidates for direct-
sowing. Some plants even seed themselves for subsequent years. Here is my list of 
favourites, but please don’t let it limit you. There are many others that will work. 

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer.

SowEasy.indd   2 2021-02-16   12:15 PM

PROUD PARTNERS OF GRACE NORTH WINDOWS & DOORS 
345 Ecclestone Drive (Entrance 27) 
Bracebridge, ON 
Phone: 705.209.0371

www.gracenorth.ca

MUSKOKA • PARRY SOUND • SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY
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FARMHOUSEat the lake

STORY CHARLENE PECK 
PHOTOGRAPHY NAT KAY

Steel and asphalt roofing by GBC 
Contracting Services Inc. shields this large 
modern farmhouse on Lake Rosseau.
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DDescribing Daryl Idiens’ new 
home is all about perspective.

“It’s farmhouse on the back and cottage on 
the front,” explains Daryl, who purchased 
the 36-acre Port Carling waterfront 
hayfield in 2018. He’d eyed the property 
from the east side of the bay where his 
family has cottaged since 2012. When the 
property came to market, the Idiens family 
couldn’t bear to watch anyone else breathe 
new life into the land.

This parcel – with its 240 feet of Lake 
Rosseau waterfront – was part of a nearly 
200-acre land grant given to pioneer Roger 
Mahon in 1900. “The feeling of a farm is 
special, I think, and the feeling of this farm 
on a lake is unique,” Daryl says. “We don’t 
get to have this opportunity very often, 
especially in Muskoka, so we wanted to 
appreciate the land that we had. And it 
took some time to figure it out.”

“Luckily, modern farmhouses are pretty 
trendy right now,” he adds. “So we merged 
modern farmhouse and cottage into one, 
and put it into the hayfield, which we 
hayed before we dug the foundation.”

Melding inherent farmland character 
with Muskoka waterfront appeal drove 
the building design for Daryl and his wife, 
Melissa, who spent a year walking the 
property, amassing photos and dynamic 
inspirational plans for Terry Ledger of 
T-Squared Design Studio Inc.

The couple wanted an abundance 
of floor-to-ceiling windows and sliding 
doors to capture the lake view and natural 
light. Hide-away automated phantom 
screens in the three-season Muskoka 
room, along with sliding doors in the great 
room, open to create 1,100 square feet of 
indoor/outdoor space.

“THE FEELING OF A FARM IS SPECIAL, I 
THINK, AND THE FEELING OF THIS FARM 
ON A LAKE IS UNIQUE.” – Daryl Idiens

TOP LEFT: Cutting Brothers Inc. assembled 
sturdy fir timbers to craft the home’s poolside 
pergolas and sun shelters. LEFT: Twilight 
descends on the illuminated upland elevation of 
the farmhouse. TOP RIGHT: Choosing between 
a dip in the lake and a swim in the luxurious pool 
is a challenging decision. RIGHT: The long dock 
terminates at a three-slip boat port with enough 
room to berth a seaplane.

Continued on page 39

36  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1 ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1   |  37

feature



The great room is designed for entertainment. 
With its attractive Rumford fireplace from The 
Fireplace Stop, luxurious 22-foot cathedral 
ceilings, 120-inch Ultra Short Throw projector 
and cosy mini-bar, it is strategically situated in 
the floor plan, well away from the six spacious 

bedrooms – each with its own en suite. 
Upstairs, a spacious children’s bunk room, 

envisioned by the owners, sleeps eight in four 
beds with trundles. It features a large screen 
television, a children’s book nook and has its 
own washroom facilities.

ABOVE LEFT: Hudson’s Bay striped, 
walking stick umbrellas await the rain at the 
bottom of the oak staircase by Barrie Trim & 
Moulding Inc. ABOVE RIGHT: To the right of 
the staircase, an elevator provides access to 
the home’s three floors.Continued on page 40

A cathedral ceiling soars above 
the great room where a Rumford 
fireplace by The Fireplace Stop 
helps warm the space. ABOVE: 
Sliding glass doors in the great 
room open to a screened, three-
season Muskoka room.

The children’s bunk room has four single 
beds with trundles and a pullout sofa - space 
enough for 10 youngsters. Soundproofed 
to provide peaceful sleeping, it boasts an 
80-inch TV and full bathroom with separate 
water closet.
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Accessibility, a high priority in the 
design, was achieved with the surprisingly 
flat building site, a large elevator to the 
upper floor, sill-less showers and wide 
doors. Even the two-car garage was 
extended to include golf cart parking. 
The cart makes exploring the property 
barrier-free, including accessing boats at 
the 200-foot long, 3,200 sq. ft. dock built 
by Muskoka Crib Docks Ltd.

Building permits were issued on 
October 18, 2019 and construction of the 
7,400 sq. ft. waterfront farmhouse began. 
Craig Watson Construction Inc. was 
the lead contractor on site. Local timber 
framers Cutting Brothers Inc. built 

the solid fir pergolas and sun shelters 
outside. GBS Contracting Services 
Inc. installed the steel and asphalt roofs 
protecting the home from the elements. 
Outfitters for the project, Barrie Trim & 
Mouldings Inc., provided and installed 
trim and moulding throughout, as well 
as oak stairs, railings and 96-inch solid 
interior doors. The work of Barrie Trim & 
Mouldings solidified the look and style 
of the cottage.

“They used a 12-inch shiplap 
throughout, which is becoming more 
popular in cottages – although it’s 
not far off from the farmhouse style 
either,” Daryl says.

“THE COTTAGE 
WAS DESIGNED TO 
BRING FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY TOGETHER.” 
– Daryl Idiens

LEFT: Quartz surfaces by Brothers Marble 
Works Inc. shape the food preparation 
surfaces and countertops in the kitchen, 
where the farmhouse sink overlooks a 
panoramic view of the bay. ABOVE: Part 
of the open-concept main floor, this living 
room offers another comfortable gathering 
spot in front of the fire. BELOW: With room 
for 14 people, the family’s long wooden 
dinner table, owned for more than a 
decade, has a new home at the centre of 
the main-floor living area.

Continued on page 42
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Calm, a Benjamin Moore colour, 
blankets the walls. “I like the name 
and I like the colour,” he explains. “I 
used it on every element inside. In fact, 
all doors, trim and encasements are 
done in Calm. There’s no white trim in 
this house.” Grace North Windows 
& Doors supplied Weathershield 
windows to enable a wealth of bright 
natural light throughout the home.

With the exception of the 
bathrooms and the two laundry 
rooms, Daryl chose composite-based 
engineered oak hardwood throughout 
to minimize flooring contraction 
and expansion due to excessive 
lakefront humidity.

The owners’ favourite design magic 
is found in the spectacular master 
bedroom, where wall-to-wall, floor-
to-ceiling sliders open to the Lake 
Rosseau waterfront for stargazing at 

night or watching boats by day. It also 
features a distressed brick-veneer gas 
fireplace, all the smart home technology 
integrated throughout the rest of the 
home, and a discreet side door offering 
covered access to the hot tub across 
the front deck.

Just outside the Muskoka room is 
the popular 18 by 41-foot in-ground 
pool with deck jets, a custom bar top 
and seating facing the lake.

Melissa, along with her mother, 
Angela Vassallo, led the family’s 
decorating dream team. “We’d already 
accumulated a cottage-worth of décor, 
and we kept some of that furniture,” 
explains Melissa. “We had a 14-person 
dining table, which we’ve had in our 
family for over a decade, and we love 
entertaining people here. It’s a beautiful 
big slab of wood that lends itself to 
that sensibility.”

LEFT: A wall of 
sliding-glass 
doors, topped 
with custom-fitted 
windows by Grace 
North Windows 
& Doors, in the 
master bedroom 
opens to the front 
yard patio and 
Lake Rosseau. 
RIGHT: Like other 
bathrooms in 
the home, this 
double-headed, 
glass-walled shower 
in the master en 
suite has no sill. 
BELOW: Styled 
after 18th-century 
French furnishings, 
two matching black 
hardwood cabinets 
flank the en suite’s 
antiqued vanity.

Continued on page 44
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A map of the three 
big Muskoka Lakes, a 
large wooden sailboat 
adorning the great room 
mantel and a nostalgic 
snapshot of family 
beach fun all fit a niche 
space in the new home. 
“So these items get to 
shine on their own, in 
addition to some of the 
other pieces that our 
family had,” Melissa 
says. “The combination 
of all these elements 
lent themselves to a very 
unique look that I think 
fits this property well.” 
Her husband agrees: 
“The nice thing about 
modern farmhouse and 
cottage styles is that 
they parallel in design in 
a lot of ways, so it wasn’t 
that difficult.”

Continued on page 46

LEFT: Illuminated by the natural light of a dormer, this second-
floor hallway leads to three of the home’s bedrooms. ABOVE: 
An en suite with a blue vanity resonates with a nautical theme, 
a favourite style element in this lake house. BELOW: A creative 
decorator, Melissa mixed and matched wooden furnishings to 
complete this comfortable bedroom. 

Cottages  •  Boathouses  •  Muskoka RooMs
DeCks & DoCks  •  Renovations  •  aDDitions

705.641.1710  •   www.cwcinc.ca

LEADING TO THOUSANDS OF $$$ IN 
DAMAGE TO YOUR HOME & PROPERTY.

• TOXIC MOLD
• WOOD ROT
• INSECT INFESTATION 
• PESKY ANIMALS
• SNOW AND ICE DAMAGE 
• CRACKED FOUNDATIONS

PREVENT LADDER FALLS

PREVENTS CLOGGED GUTTERS

1-888-995-4430 LEAFOUT.CA

CLOGGED GUTTERS CAUSE:

CALL TODAY & SAVE - DISPLAY HOMES WANTED!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Home & Cottage • Sales & Installation
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Barn board and dark, durable leather 
go equally well in farmhouse or cottage, he 
points out, and even the solid pine beams in 
the great room have that rustic, earthy feel at 
the heart of both decorating styles.

In less than 10 months, the breathtaking 
Muskoka farmhouse retreat was ready for 
its first guests. “Everybody who comes here 

stays longer than they expect,” says Daryl. 
“The cottage was designed to bring friends 
and family together. It offers enough room 
for people to function in their own space 
quietly, and to join the party when they feel 
like it. The flow and balance of how the 
cottage works encourages people to not 
rush home.”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
• Art De Vie Renovations • Barrie 
Trim & Mouldings Inc. • Brothers 
Marble Works Inc. • Budget Blinds of 
Muskoka • Craig Watson Construction 
Inc. • Cutting Brothers Inc. • Erborn 
Electr ic Inc. • GBS Contracting 
Services • Grace North Windows & 
Doors • MAI Dream Developments 
Corporation • Mason’s Masonry 
Supply Ltd. • Muskoka Crib Docks Ltd. 
• Muskoka Heatworks • Stonescaping 
Muskoka Inc. • T-Squared Design 
Studio Inc. • The Fireplace Stop 
• Tilemaster

LEFT: Designed to resemble antique packing cases, a 
polished aluminum footlocker, night tables and desk 
lend this bedroom a modern rustic look. BELOW: 
Flawless Touch Flooring used tiles from Tilemaster 
Barrie to create the gingham floor pattern for this 
black, white and grey bathroom.

1295 Muskoka Road 118 West, Bracebridge
705.645.3380  stoneway.inc@gmail.com

6 Monica Lane, Bracebridge
705.646.2557

mattressesofmuskoka.com

Your Home and Cottage Mattress Centre

The largesT selecTion of in-sTock
maTTresses in muskoka

MUSKOKA
CURATED COLLECTION

by Marshall Mattress

Where One Call
Does It All.

GBS Contracting Inc.
The largest home service company in

Muskoka - We Get the Job Done!!!

 GENERAL CONSTRUCTION – ROOFING – SIDING – WINDOWS & DOORS

2288 Hwy 11 North, Gravenhurst, Ontario P1P 1R1
705.687.9143 . info@gbscontracting.com . www.gbscontracting.com
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SERVICE

“We remain old-fashioned in our outlook,” 
says Todd. “We may not be perfect, but we 
strive for outstanding customer service and 
superior products. We are not happy until our 
customers are happy. The transaction does 
not end at the cash register; it ends when 
the customer has received the product and 
is satisfied,” he says. “Many claim that we 
provide them with their favourite shopping 
experience here in Muskoka. We hope many 
more will come and find the same.”  OH

GET THERE
195 Wellington St., Bracebridge
705.645.8183 I muskokafurniture.net

STYLE
“We have developed 
extensive lines of 
rustic and urban 
styles of bedroom 
sets, table sets, 
sideboards, coffee 
and end tables, 
entertainment units, 
bathroom vanities 
and so much more. 
And because these 
products are often 
built exclusively 
for us, we can offer 
flexibility of choice in 
colours and design 
– custom orders 
are welcome.”

ECOLOGY

Lumber used by furniture makers is harvested from carefully managed 
forests. Stains and lacquers are the most environmentally responsible and 
the finished products come with zero packaging. “We blanket everything 
and transport products to our warehouse or directly to your home.”

THE PLACE

Twenty-three years ago, Todd and Iris Jones 
realized there was a great demand in Muskoka 
for furniture, but it took them time to refine their 
Muskoka Furniture product line to fill a specific 
niche market. They discovered that clients, 
especially cottage owners, were keen to furnish 
their homes with pieces that radiated warmth and 
cosiness. Customers wanted Canadian-made, 
quality furniture with materials sourced and 
manufactured locally. 

PEOPLE

“Over the years we slowly developed a 
comprehensive network of craftsmen who operate 
both small and large wood shops – craftsmen 
who take pride in their work and give back to 
their local communities. Many of these builders 
are Mennonites, people steeped in wholesome 
values and experienced craftsmanship. 
Other builders are young (sometimes old) 
entrepreneurs, unafraid of hard work.”

CANADIAN 
QUALITY

SOURCES

While most of their wood shops are in rural 
Ontario, Muskoka Furniture sources products 
like mattresses and upholstery from efficient 
factories in Toronto. Everything is proudly 
Canadian made and comes with a guarantee. 
“We stand behind everything.”

Iris and Todd Jones
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The spring migration is a chance to witness one of the greatest natural phenomena right in our 
backyards. The parade of colour and diversity is amazing and a reminder of nature’s wonder. 
Birdsong is a natural wake-up call, and after their spring arrival I can disable my alarm for the 
coming months. That dawn chorus is tonic for my spirit. How many of you can’t wait for the first 
robin, redwing or sparrow to sing? Or maybe to simply see more birds at your feeders?

If you are keen and observant, you can see 
the start of migration sometime in March. 
It is subtle, and slow to start, but it is there. 
Horned larks and bluebirds are often the first 
migrants to return. They set off my radar and I 
start looking for new birds each week.

By the time April swings around, another 
two or three species return each week. The 
hardy seed-eaters are often the first to get a 
head start on the trip north. It makes sense, as 
the seeds and fruits left on plants and shrubs 
are the first abundance of food. There will be a 
bigger wave of arrivals as the snow disappears 

and the weather warms. More species mean 
more colour and more song. Ducks and geese 
of all sorts find open water and make me 
shiver at their ability to swim in the presence 
of frost and ice at the water’s edge.

In May new birds arrive on a daily basis 
– sparrows and finches, then orioles and 
buntings. There are colours everywhere. The 
feeders become crowded and the seed gets 
gobbled up. You can put out different foods 
and add water to the menu and those birds 
will reward you with all kinds of activity 
and behaviour. 

THE EARLY BIRD
Migration is the uncontrollable urge to travel. 
It is a way to take advantage of seasonal 
habitats and food sources while reducing 
competition. Birds with the ability to fly 
and cover huge distances gain the biggest 
advantage, securing food and shelter before 
the late-comers. This is also where the strong 
have the best chance to succeed. Those 
journeys are long, dangerous, full of risks and 
can be deadly at times. Migration is driven by 
instinct and accomplished by star navigation, 
magnetic fields, landscape recognition and 
good old-fashioned follow-the-leader. We can 
help. Put out food, offer shelter and give the 
migrators a place to restore energy and find a 
safe place to rest. 

It is impossible not to appreciate a garden 
full of life and colour. Songs and activity just 
bring warmth and appreciation to our souls. 
(And who doesn’t need more of that these 
days?) There are so many things to learn from 
birds, including watching them find nests, lay 
eggs, hatch young and fledge. Parents tend and 
teach, and a cycle of life is witnessed. 

The birds that migrate and stop are so 
diverse. Warblers pass through with small, 
colourful blasts. Large, ominous hawks arrive 
and many stay and set up shop. Little brown 
birds that skulk around but have big voices 
include song sparrows and house wrens. 
Rare or common, those birds make it fun. 
They bring sound, colour and life right into 
our backyards – or, if you like to explore, our 
forests and wetlands – and virtually anywhere 
we go. Birds are there to greet us. It’s all good 
and refreshing and gives us an attachment to 
the outdoors again.  OH

STORY MARK WIERCINSKI

IT BEGINS IN MARCH

Mark is a biologist with the Department 
of National Defence.

Spring brings more sun with longer days. Snow melts, ice breaks 
and waterways flow. But without a doubt, my favourite sign of 
spring is the return of birds.

Migration
the

SPRING

TheSpringMigration.indd   2 2021-02-19   2:15 PM

CUSTOM HOMES & COTTAGES

BOATHOUSES & GARAGES

RENOVATIONS

When Quality Matters

705.644.4785  info@groundupconstruction.ca  www.groundupconstruction.ca
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Maritime
NOTIONS

STORY CHARLENE PECK 
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

WHEN GRAHAM KEENE BEGAN SKETCHING NEW 
DESIGNS AT THE KITCHEN TABLE, HIS WIFE MARIE 
KNEW LIFE IN THEIR CUTE WHITESTONE CABIN 
WOULD NEVER BE THE SAME.    Continued on page 56

A tiny enamel propane 
stove heats a corner 
of Graham and Marie 
Keene’s cottage kitchen, 
where decorative corbels 
adorn interior walls.
OPPOSITE: Wade Stiles 
and Tom Whitmell built 
the 1,800 square-
foot Wahwashkesh 
Lake cottage adding 
maintenance-free 
Maibec siding and trim.
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I
“I’ve always been interested in architecture, and quintessential beauty,” 
says Graham. “This was an opportunity to take all of my thoughts and 
ideas and put them into one structure.”

 After spending a summer vacationing in the cabin they’d purchased 
in 2017, the Keenes found they loved being on deep, clean and peaceful 
Wahwashkesh Lake, with its endless network of inlet nooks and 
crannies to quietly explore. They had friends on Wahwashkesh and 
great neighbours. “But that cottage was hot and we had to share one 
bathroom with guests,” recalls Marie, shaking her head. “We knew it 
wasn’t going to work for us.”

Graham’s sketches, now framed and displayed in the new kitchen, 
feature an 1,800 sq. ft. cottage with cathedral ceilings. An open-concept 
kitchen/great room is flanked by a laundry-room, powder closet and 
a master bedroom with en suite. Nestled into A-frame-like rafters, 

the loft opens to a common room and two mirror-image bedrooms 
separated by a three-piece bath.

 Brenda Ryan of FAD Architects in Parry Sound prepared 
Graham’s sketches, incorporating structural elements into architectural 
blueprints for municipal building approval. Contractors Wade Stiles 
and Tom Whitmell, who were recommended by Wahwashkesh Lake 
friends, began construction shortly after the old cabin was demolished.

 “I was the project manager and basically worked with two good old 
boys from the area,” explains Graham. “They literally built the place by 
hand with no heavy equipment to put up the large beams and trusses. It 
was such a delight to work with two guys who take great pride in their 
workmanship. We are now great friends.” All the interior fir posts and 
beams are structural, including support for the mezzanine area of the loft.

 As an electrical engineer with a fascination for making just about 

anything work, Graham was impressed with how the ceiling – with 
its bare rafters – perfectly captured his vision for an old Maritime 
boathouse look. Using an intricate built-up roof system, six-inch 
lumber was secured on edge to the exterior of the finished ceiling and 
covered with standard sheathing materials, forming cavities for R30 
insulation. The multiple layers are completed with weather/ice shield 
and a steel roof from Stanley Steel of Parry Sound.

 The staircase crafted in white pine from Rona and the wide 
plank, red-pine flooring from South River Planing Mills Inc. add 
rustic simplicity. All walls are clad in shiplap milled by South River 
Planing. “They don’t actually kiln dry the lumber I selected, so it 
was subject to further drying once installed,” Graham points out. “It 
created irregularity in the lines of the boards, adding to the charm and 
naturalism of the cottage.”

“THEY LITERALLY BUILT THE 
PLACE BY HAND WITH NO HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT.” – Graham Keene

Continued on page 59

Built on casters, the oak-topped kitchen island can be easily 
moved and positioned to suit any chef. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: 
A vintage icebox from Harris’ Furniture & Antiques provides 
storage in a corner of the dining room where a stained glass 
chandelier from Tijuana, Mexico illuminates the simple wooden 
dinner table. TOP RIGHT: A Heartland refrigerator, matching 
dishwasher and farmhouse sink align to create an efficient 
kitchen. BOTTOM: The Heartland stove from Fireplace & 
Leisure Centre has propane-fired burners and an electric oven.
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 Sliding barn doors throughout 
operate on quiet, spring-loaded 
automatic closers. Unadorned 
Farley windows complete the 
look. Made in Ontario, these 
inexpensive quality vinyl 
windows offer one of the 
highest R-value ratings available.

“I wanted the cottage to be virtually maintenance-
free,” notes Graham. “It gives me comfort that Marie and I can 
spend our twilight years coming up here and not having any 
cares, because there’s not a lot of effort to keep it going.”

 The Maibec maintenance-free siding and trim, with its 
25-year warranty, is pre-painted by the manufacturer in an 
ultraviolet-free environment for superior adhesion. Decking is 
durable composite board. Wooden steps down to the lake are 
covered with checkerboard aluminum treads to reduce wear 
and maintenance. Soffits are durable, solid quarter-inch vinyl 
beadboard, making them beautiful and maintenance-free.

 The Keenes choose to draw their drinking water from the 
lake rather than from a well. The piping is kept operational with 
a heated trace line during the winter months. “Best drinking 
water ever,” boasts Graham. “We run as much as we can off 
propane. It is cheaper than electricity overall and places no peak 
demand on the grid. Propane-fired central heating makes the 
addition of air conditioning very cost effective for the few days 
you really need it,” Graham explains. Propane also fuels their 
stovetop, barbecue, kitchen heater and on-demand water heater.

 Juxtaposed within the cottage’s rudimentary character 
is a home movie theatre with retractable screen in the great 
room and smart home automation, temperature control and 
security technology that the Keenes can monitor remotely 
for peace of mind. Continued on page 60

A wrought iron chandelier from 
Northern Iron hangs from the 
cathedral ceiling in the cottage 
great room. Graham built the 
wooden love seat at the front 
of the room. OPPOSITE, TOP: 
A retired railway baggage cart 
serves as a coffee table. A 
wood stove from Fireplace & 
Leisure Centre warms the space. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Sliding barn 
doors with automatic closers 
save space. BOTTOM MIDDLE: 
Eclectic art adorns the shiplap 
walls. BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
ground-floor master bedroom has 
a walkout to the front deck.

Jasper
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 Otherwise, the slower pace of life 
at the cottage brings the couple back to 
a simpler time, satisfying a yearning to 
get back to basics. “It makes me feel at 
peace with myself,” Graham comments. 
“It’s not overly complicated.”

 A massive wrought-iron chandelier 
made by Northern Iron in Barrie 
is a focal masterpiece in the great 
room. In the kitchen, the farmhouse 
sink is highlighted with barn 
lamps, while recycled warehouse 
lamps provide primary lighting. 
Appliances, like the old-style wood 
cookstove from Fireplace & Leisure 
Centre, are replicas that function as 
modern conveniences. 

 All of the cottage walls, clad in 
Benjamin Moore Simply White 
invite meaningful accoutrements. “It’s 
a great blank canvas,” explains Marie. 
“You can add colour in your décor 
in other ways.” Continued on page 62

LEFT: The cottage loft contains a common room and two matching 
bedrooms. ABOVE: In an intimate embrace, an upstairs dormer hugs 
a red, white and blue bed. BELOW LEFT: Harris’ Furniture & Antiques 
furnished both loft bedrooms. BELOW RIGHT: The pastel blue mirror in 
the three-piece loft bathroom was inspired by décor in Newfoundland’s 
Fogo Island Inn.

Always something new…
even if it’s old!

Parry Sound and Area’s #1 source for  
Canadian Made Mattresses-Sofas- 

Solid Wood Furniture-Antiques & Cool Stuff
o We Deliver p 

17 Parry Sound Drive
705-746-5100

TF: 866-746-5100
sales@harrisfurniture.ca
www.harrisfurniture.ca

Town Dock   14 Bay Street   Parry Sound   Shop online at huckleberrys.ca
Free deliveries to local marinas

OUTDOOR FURNITURE  FIREPITS  HANDCRAFTED WOOD FURNITURE   
RUGS  LIGHTING  BEDDING  TABLETOP  GIFTS

WE LC O M E H O M E

Hunter Douglas Custom Window Coverings
Benjamin Moore Paint . Ceramic . Porcelain . Natural Stone . Tile 

Hardwood . Laminate . Vinyl . Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring
Professional Installation . Free Estimates

25 Hops Drive, Beer Store Plaza,
Haliburton ON
cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca
cordellcarpet.ca   705.457.2022

705.342.5792
www.bowmanlandscaping.ca

Serving all your landscape needs  
in the Parry Sound & surrounding area

LANDSCAPING & EXCAVATION

HARDSCAPE • SEPTIC BEDS • FOUNDATIONS
DRIVEWAY & COTTAGE ROAD CONSTRUCTION

LOT CLEARING • GRADING • DEMOLITION
AGGREGATE & DELIVERY • BLASTING
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES • BIN RENTAL

RETAINING WALLS
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 Beachy finds and eclectic relics include 
a birch-bark lamp and comfy pillows from 
Huckleberry’s, as well as new and reclaimed 
furniture from Harris’ Furniture & 
Antiques in Parry Sound.

 “Every place you look there’s something 
unique that means something to me,” Graham 
says. Gifts from friends – including a beaver 
pelt, a photo of Graham and Marie on the 
step of the original cabin, and an old maritime 
ship light – are among the array. Graham’s 
decorating philosophy is: Dare to be different 
and don’t worry about current trends. 

Now, as the seasons change, the mini-me 
guest bunkie is complete. Finishing touches 
are being added to the garage with its man-
cave upper story and solar panels on the south 
slope. Already Graham is excited about his 
next venture, a four-acre island with cottage 
and sandy beach that they’ve purchased on 
Wahwashkesh, about five minutes away. 

He has more ideas he’s itching to pursue.  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
• Abi l i ty  T i le • FAD Architects 

• Farley Windows • Fireplace & 

Leisure Centre • Harris’ Furniture & 

Antiques • Huckleberry’s • Northern 

Iron • Selectric Electrical • South 

River Planing Mills Inc. • Stanley Steel 

• Wade Stiles Construction

Checker plate aluminum sheaths 
the stairs from the cottage deck 
to the front yard.

Double decks, protected by screens and an 
awning afford plenty of sheltered outdoor 
living space. BELOW: A tiny bunkie awaits 
guests near the waterfront.

Quality Barbecue Grills
Outdoor Kitchens 
Fire Pits, Rings & Tables

Fireplace & Leisure Centre
Fireplaces & Woodstoves
Fireplace Accessories
Beachcomber Hot Tubs

Serving Parry Sound 
& Muskoka for 27 Years
WETT Certified Staff

1.888.334.8693  705.746.6800  www.fplc.ca  90 Oastler Park Drive, Seguin, ON
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6 Wakefield Street, Parry Sound, ON
705.774.8860

brooklacekitchenandbath.ca

Lifestyle Inspired Design

Servicing Parry Sound and Muskoka District  
home & cottage owners, building contractors, &  

construction trades for all their residential, recreational, 
agricultural & commercial projects, for the past 15 years.

 Steel Roofing and Siding

 Aluminum Soffit and Fascia

 Structural Steel

 Reinforcing Steel – Fabrication 
of Reinforcing Stirrups

 Aluminum

 LINCOLN Welding Supplies

 DICKIES Work Clothing

97 Isabella St., Parry Sound • 705-746-4500
www.stanleysteel.ca

DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE
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SOUND 
INTERIORS
We offer sound advice, great ideas 
and superb products for any home 
design. The store moved into a 
spacious new location in the Parry 
Sound Mall last June. We carry a 
wide array of interior and exterior 
lighting, drapes and blinds, 
wallpaper, ceiling fans and home 
décor. PPG paints, Sansin stains, 
painting tools and Cottage Paint 
are also available.

WHAT’S NEW
Our newest lighting line is Hubbardton Forge – beautiful fixtures 
made of hand-forged iron and hand-blown glass in Vermont. 
A sampling of chandeliers is displayed in the showroom.

Tracy Lamore (Little T)
& Tracey Sitts (Big T) with Bear

SPECIALTY
Window treatments, including 
made-to-order blinds and drapes 
to enhance your living space. 
Choose from stock drapery panels 
or have Tracey come to your 
home to measure windows for 
custom orders.

HOMEImprovement
Our new look at products and people who  

help make life at home a pleasure.

Continued on page 66
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Paula Murdoch 
 & Curtis Bick

MUSKOKA 
UPHOLSTERY
Specializing in furniture reupholstery, 
Muskoka Upholstery is a family business 
in Huntsville where Curt and Paula 
welcome clients to their log-cabin home-
based shop. They update quality pieces 
to reflect their clients’ styles – items such 
as this 1940s platform chair in Whiskey 
Italian leather (bottom right) or a push-
back recliner with nailhead trim in Italian 
Ranch Cocoa Bean leather (bottom left). 
“We take the time to create a space you 
love with items that are special to you.”

MEMORABLE PROJECT
This unique Mid-century club chair (right) 
covered in Pendleton fabric and a modern 
man-made leather speaks volumes about 
the creativity that flows from this shop. The 
wood was refinished, new foams and fillers 
applied, readying for another 60 years.

EXPERTS
Curt and Paula and their 
team of experts have 
been putting their magic 
touch on furniture pieces 
from Gravenhurst to 
Timmins and from the 
Algonquin Highlands 
to Rosseau. They’ve 
successfully revamped 
lodges and resorts.

Continued on page 68

Parry Sound  •  Muskoka  •  Georgian Bay

Cabinetry, Lighting & PLumbing Design Centre

6 Designer’s Lane at Oastler Park Drive and Hunter Drive   
705.746.8686  •  inspired@northernliving.ca

www.northernliving.ca
Follow us on Facebook■ ■& Instagram■ ■for showroom updates and promotions
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SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

LAKESIDE ARCHITECTURE INC.
Lakeside Architecture Inc. is dedicated to the design of luxury 
homes, cottages and boathouses. Lakeside provides custom-designed 
drawings, ongoing cost analysis and materials selection. Lakeside 
Construction Management Inc. can also offer turnkey construction 
management services. 

SPECIALTY
Principal Architect James Pitropov takes a hands-on approach to all 
his designs. James will commit the time to work through the design 
process with you to truly create your dream project. When you build on 
a challenging site with a sparkling lake or steep leafy ravine, there is no 
room for mistakes.

HOME  
DESIGN TIPS
Start building your vision 
of your dream design. 
Get your free guide at 
lakesidearchitecture.ca! 
Essential to any design 
project is knowledge of 
your site. Your design 
should take advantage 
of the good qualities of 
the site, including sun 
patterns, views and natural 
topography. A good design 
meets the needs of your 
family and also incorporates 
and takes advantage of the 
best features of your site. 
Design your dream today!

“Trust the lakeside design experts at 
Lakeside Architecture Inc. to bring 
your dream design to reality.”

James 
Pitropov

Over 20 years in the business, our products 
are manufactured locally in Canada, 

including power drop down screens; roller blinds; 
retractable door screens for entry door

and large doors; storm shutters.

CONTACT TOM TODAY!

RETRACTABLE SCREENS & BLINDS . MOTORIZED or MANUAL . NEW CONSTRUCTION & RETROFIT

705.641.9516 • 1257 Milford Bay Rd, Mildford Bay
muskokascreens@sympatico.ca • muskokascreens.ca

Bring the outdoors in,
WITH QUALITY OUTDOOR SCREENS FOR YOUR 
PORCH, PATIO, MUSKOKA ROOM OR BOATHOUSE.

MuskokaScreens_SP29.indd   1 2020-02-21   9:00 AM
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COLOUR
TRENDS
STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH

It’s a blue year for interior 
design. Major paint brands 
have picked their top paint 
colours, and blues are 
trending for your walls and 
home accessories. 

Aqua Fiesta (PPG1147-4), a vibrant blue-green, 
is Glidden’s first-ever accent colour of the year. 
It’s a bright refreshing aquamarine that will make 
a splash in small doses, perhaps on millwork or 
an accent wall.

Beauti-Tone Paint has 
selected Dancing in the Rain 
(C20-5-0644-0), a pastel 
blue. “It’s a blue we can relax 
in while feeling as though 
we are in a calm and tranquil 
environment,” says Kristen 
Gear, Beauti-Tone’s lead 
colour designer.

THIS YEAR’S COLOURS 
ARE OPTIMISTIC 
AND PLAY TO OUR 
OVERWHELMING 
NEED FOR COMFORT 
AT HOME. 

THE BLUES

SICO has selected 
Blue-Winged 
Warbler (6160-52) 
as its Colour of the 
Year. It’s named after 
the North American 
songbird, an ode to 
nature enthusiasts 
and outdoor 
adventure seekers.

ColourTrends.indd   2 2021-02-16   9:42 AM

Continued on page 72

Contact Us About Your Next Project
705-769-2222

muskokawoodfinishing.com

WOOD FINISHING & REFINISHING • PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • COTTAGE

Custom Staining • Specialty Finishes • Interior/Exterior Applications

Give your business the benefit of premium 
exposure and connect, like never before, to 

our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Kelly Bidan   
T: 705.349.1485  

E: kelly.bidan@ourhomes.ca

Discover
the Refined difference.

refinedmuskoka.ca
96 Hanes Road, Unit #4, Huntsville • 705.787.1362

     HOME DESIGN CENTRE
     flooring • counter tops • tile • fixtures and more

Blown-In Attic, Wall & Cathedral
Fibreglass Insulation | Polyurethane Spray Foam

Insulation Removal
Retrofit Insulation | Fireproofing

HUNTSVILLE
705.789.1962
1.800.461.5672

www.thermosealinsulation.ca

QUALITY•INTEGRITY•PRIDE
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MOVING AWAY 
FROM GREY

BACK TO 
NATURE 
While blues dominate, our natural 
surroundings also inspire colour.

Benjamin Moore says its colour, Aegean Teal (2136-40), will help 
create natural harmony in your home. The company calls the 
colour “intriguing, balanced and deeply soothing.” Imagine this 
colour on your kitchen cabinets.

Urbane Bronze (SW 
7048), the top pick from 
Sherwin Williams, is a 
warm hue the company 
says will help you create 
“the ultimate retreat for 
reflection and renewal,” 
and “a sense of calm 
from the ground up.” It’s 
perfect for window trims 
or accent walls.

Behr decided on a spectrum 
of colours – 21 shades ranging 
from soft neutrals to energizing 
bolds. Their aim is for us to 
create the elevated comfort “we 
all need right now.” Broadway 
(PPU18-20) is described as 
“safe and resilient.”

Farrow & Ball has selected 
12 shades for its 2021 
colour trends, mostly 
earthy neutrals and natural 
colours. The company 
says its selections reflect 
“a broader trend toward 
warm, organic colours and 
away from cool greys and 
blues.” We like Green 
Smoke No.47.  OH

Valspar’s colour 
experts unveiled 12 
“fresh and familiar 
colours” that are 
on-trend now and 
are “easy to love 
forever.” One of 
our top picks from 
this collection is 
Soft Candlelight 
(3005-6C).

ColourTrends.indd   3 2021-02-16   9:42 AM

I N D O O R  •  O U T D O O R  •  L A N D S C A P E

50 Howland Drive, Unit 2, Huntsville ON
705.784.0676   muskokalighting.com

HINKLEY | MODERN FORMS | KICHLER | VISUAL COMFORT
 SAVOY HOUSE | KUZCO and more!

See Our Website for Our Full List of Suppliers

FULL SERVICE
LIGHTING STORE
SALES • DESIGN
CONSULTATION
INSTALLATION

Décor

705.784.0906
muskokauph@gmail.com • MuskokaUpholstery.com

YOUR FURNITURE & CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS

Call
Curt and Paula

Today!

705.765.5700

108 Maple Street, Port Carling
brownsappliances@bellnet.ca 

Get Cooking

Browns_FALL20.indd   1 2020-08-14   10:10 AM
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SHARING

Bliss
STORY LEE-ANN CHOQUETTE 
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

SOMETIMES, THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE THOSE YOU NEVER SEE COMING. 
THE SAYING COULD NOT BE TRUER FOR TORONTO’S RYAN HARKIN AND 
HUSBAND BLAIR COX, WHO, IN 2018, BOUGHT A COTTAGE AND UNINTENTIONALLY 
CREATED A SUCCESSFUL COTTAGE RENTAL BUSINESS.    Continued on page 76

The main deck at this Kennisis Lake 
cottage catches the warmth of early 
morning sunlight and the soothing 
coolness of shady afternoons. 
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O“Our plan was to have a cottage we could enjoy, and to rent 
here and there to cover some of the expenses,” says Ryan. 
“We were not looking at a business.” As they renovated their 
cottage on Redstone Lake in the Haliburton Highlands, Ryan 
posted pictures with captions online. “People kept following 
us,” he says. “I did not know that, with the posts, I had 
accidentally driven up demand for the cottage. The cottage got 
totally booked and it sort of accidentally became a business,” 
he chuckles while shaking his head in amazement. And that is 
how The Birchwood Cottage Co. began. 

With so many people interested in The Birchwood on 
Redstone Lake, Ryan realized they were on to something. 
“So we kept going, and in October 2019, we decided to buy a 
second cottage on Kennisis Lake. I decided to quit my job as 
a sales manager for a high-end jewelry store in Toronto and 
make this my full-time job. It is my baby,” says 27-year-old 
Ryan, whose husband Blair owns and manages Solo Bace hair 
salon in Toronto. 

“WE ARE RIGHT AT 
THE END OF A POINT, 
SO WHEN YOU ARE ON 
THE DECK, THE WATER 
WRAPS AROUND. IT IS 
BEAUTIFUL.” – Ryan Harkin

TOP LEFT: The cottage on Kennisis Lake 
overlooks Norah’s Island, a wild, ecologically 
sensitive islet, protected by the Haliburton 
Highlands Land Trust. LEFT: Ryan and Blair 
completely renovated the original three-season 
cottage with new wiring, plumbing and interior 
finishes. ABOVE: An inviting setting for summer 
dinners on the deck.

LEFT: Cottagers can 
enjoy a relaxing soak 
in the hot tub or the 
toasty evening glow 
of a Muskoka firepit 
on the series of decks 
facing the lake.
ABOVE: The owners 
staggered a combination 
of black metal railings 
and glass railings to 
guard the cottage 
decks and stairs to the 
waterfront.

Continued on page 78
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They gutted the Kennisis Lake cottage over 
the winter of 2020 to have it ready for June. 
Ryan and Blair did a lot of the tear out, helped 
as much as they could to cut costs, and hired 
contractor Jeff Sharpless of Woodlands 
Custom Structures to do the rest. “Jeff 
is fabulous; he is our go-to guy,” says Ryan, 
who moved to Canada from Scotland about 
six years ago. 

They installed new windows and exterior 
doors from Nortech Home Improvements, 
new electrical services, plumbing and six-inch 
walls for insulation. “If you came here in 
January 2020, the only things supporting the 
cottage were the exterior walls and the beams,” 
says Ryan. “It would have been less expensive 
to build a new cottage. But we love the land,” 
he says. “There are big granite outcrops all over 
out there. We have over 200 feet of shoreline. 

We are right at the end of a point, so when 
you are on the deck, the water wraps around. 
It is beautiful.”

Ryan and Blair worked hard to optimize 
every single inch of the cottage’s 1,100 square 
feet. “We replaced and refreshed everything,” 
Ryan says. “We must have changed the layout 
of the open living/dining/kitchen – everything-
area – 10 times before we decided, ‘This is it.’ ” 

By replacing closets with hooks and 
dressers, they not only optimized the stunning 
lake views, but also created precious extra 
space. In the entranceway, curled iron spikes 
serve as coat hangers and a custom wooden 
bench by Haliburton’s Living Woodwork is 
the perfect perch for putting on or removing 
footwear. Metal and wood artwork, hung 
with a piano hinge, provides easy access to an 
electrical panel while concealing it from view. 

LEFT: Calacatta quartz from Delray Granite 
covers the Ikea kitchen cabinetry. Herringbone 
subway tiles form the backsplash. BELOW & 
BOTTOM: Reclaimed wooden art on a barn 
board wall conceals the cottage’s new electrical 
panel. Bent railway spikes serve as coat hooks on 
a barn board wall.

Recessing a wall in the living room created a 
niche for a custom-built wooden bench at the 
dinner table. The pedestal table is made of 
reclaimed oak. The chandelier is walnut. 

Continued on page 80
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Bumping into the adjacent bedroom, they not only 
made space for a chic and comfortable dining nook, 
but also created the perfect wall for a large-screen 
television in the adjacent bedroom. In the spacious 
master bedroom area, they used the reclaimed footage to 
create a large and luxurious shower in the en suite and a 
cranny for stackable laundry appliances. 

Clad in reclaimed barn board from Emmerson 
Lumber Limited, the main bathroom features a 
three-by-four foot glass shower by Haliburton Glass 
& Mirror and a vanity with Cora marble double sinks. 
Leather-strap mirrors add grandeur to the space. 
Lockside Trading Company and Simply Cottage 
supplied an array of furnishings and décor. “We tried to 
use as many local companies as we could,” says Ryan.

Sunlight plays on the lightly stained ash floors, pine 
doors and wood beams while simple white trim and 
ceilings give the space an open, light and stylish feeling. 
Revival Flooring supplied the cottage’s distressed 
ash flooring. Calacatta quartz countertops by Delray 
Granite overlay Ikea kitchen cabinetry in an efficient 
cooking space that overlooks the living room.

Facing the leather-furnished living room, 
a Samsung Frame TV on the back of the 
kitchen counter offers a choice between wall 
art and entertainment. LEFT: A sliding glass 
door opens from the living room to a dinner 
space on the deck.

Continued on page 82
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One bunk room and two bedrooms are beautifully 
furnished and super comfy beds are dressed with 
crisp linens, duvets and lots of toss cushions. 
Hudson’s Bay-style towels are a nod to their desire 
to include Canadiana, decorative deer and modern 
lighting add hits of contemporary, and a large leather 
sofa, with furry toss cushions and woolly throws 
nearby, gives the comfy vibe Ryan and Blair want. 
Soft lighting, candles and plants make Birchwood on 
Kennisis Lake feel like home away from home. 

Outside there is lots of room to relax in the 
shade or sun. Sliding doors in the master bedroom 
and main living area open to a large wraparound 
patio. Five separate decks on descending stairs lead 
to the docks below. The Home Hardware firepit 
and a hot tub, furnished by The Pump Shop, are 
popular spots. 

ABOVE: The canopy bed 
in the master bedroom 
was manufactured 
with reclaimed Russian 
oak. An old Quebec 
farmstead supplied 
the barn board on the 
bedroom wall and 
in selected locations 
throughout the house. 
TOP & MIDDLE 
RIGHT: A synergy of 
ceramic tile and wood 
sheaths the walls of 
the central bathroom 
where Haliburton Glass 
& Mirror furnished 
the shower stall. 
RIGHT: Decorative 
paddles from Simply 
Cottage hang near the 
bathroom’s space-saving 
pocket door.

Continued on page 84

Garden Centre  
on a 300-Acre 

Farm

437 Mark Road, Cameron
705.374.4700

We grow…
Large Shade &  

Evergreen Trees, Cedars, 
Perennials & Shrubs 

...grown locally to ensure 
plant hardiness!  

We also sell…
Fertilizers, Grass Seed,  

Mulch, Soil, Compost, &  
Rocks & Other Aggregates

We sell to…
Home & Cottage Owners, 

Home Builders,  
Landscape Architects,  

& Landscapers

Servicing Kawartha Lakes & Surrounding Areas
10 minutes from Lindsay

5 minutes from Fenelon Falls 
20 minutes from Bobcaygeon

rockwoodforest.com
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As they ready the cottage for new guests, they 
tidy and fill the woodpile, generously restock 
the welcome goodies, meticulously clean, fluff 
pillows, artfully dress beds with fresh crisp linens 
and ensure everything is in its proper place. 

It has been a busy two years, but already 
they are talking about adding other cottages 
to The Birchwood Co. If they can rebuild a 
cottage and launch a new boutique cottage 
rental in the middle of a global pandemic, the sky 
is the limit.  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
• Delray Granite • Emmerson Lumber 

Limited • Haliburton Glass & Mirror 

• Home Hardware, Haliburton • Living 

Woodwork • Lockside Trading Company 

• Nortech Home Improvements • Revival 

F loor ing •  S imply  Cottage •  The 

Birchwood Cottage Co. • The Pump 

Shop, Haliburton • Woodlands Custom 

Structures

ABOVE: Matching leather-
strapped mirrors hang in the 
en suite where Hudson’s Bay 
towels are stowed beneath 
the double vanity. TOP 
RIGHT: Sturdy modern bunk 
beds provide extra sleeping 
space in this guest room. 
RIGHT: A vintage-style 
metal bed from Lockside 
Trading Company furnishes 
this cosy bedroom.

•  Water Treatment 
Systems 

•  Winter Water 
Systems

•  Well Systems
•  Waste Water 

Systems 
•  Viqua UV Systems
•  Heat Cables 
•  Hot Water Tanks
•  Hot Tub Water  

Care Service
•  Beachcomber  

Hot Tubs
•  Marquis Spas

•  Operations of 
Small Drinking 
Water Systems

•  Limited Sub 
Systems

•  Well Contractor
•  Well Technician Your Water Specialists

SERVING COTTAGE COUNTRY SINCE 1987

L
IC

. U
N

D
E

R
 M

.O
.E

.

5161 County Road 21, Haliburton, ON
ThePumpShop.ca | info@thepumpshop.ca

705.457.2638 | 888.312.PUMP

James C. Pitropov, Principal Architect, OAA
647-226-9860 • pitropov_architecture@sympatico.ca

www.lakesidearchitecture.ca

Exclusively dedicated  
to the design of  
luxury homes, cottages  
and boathouses.

PARRY SOUND, MUSKOKA
AND GEORGIAN BAY

NEW CONSTRUCTION  |  ADDITIONS
RENOVATIONS  |  FRAMING  |  FINISHING

705.774.6272
toby@scottcustombuilding.com

scottcustombuilding.com
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linwoodhomes.com 
1-855-922-2824

Custom Home Building 
Made Easy

Design And Build 
Your Dream Home

The Hillier 

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN MUSKOKA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

UNITED LUMBER HOME 
HARDWARE BUILDING 
CENTRE & UNITED TRUSS
The United family of over 250 
employees is here to provide 
you with quality products, 
superb service, fair competitive 
prices and honest relationships 
with our customers. 

We are family owned and 
operated, serving the Barrie 
and Greater Toronto Area since 
1974. With large 6-acre lumber 
yards to service any project, 
big or small, we have all your 
building supply needs. Our three 
locations in Barrie, Bolton and 
Georgetown have everything 
you need from paint, plumbing, 
electrical, hardware, home decor 
and much more!  

Competitive day-to-day 
pricing, with additional volume 
pricing discounts on larger 
projects, we are your one-stop 
shop. We’ll load your materials 
for you and offer delivery as well 
when required.

United Truss was founded 
in 1997 to service our valued 
customers of United Lumber 
with complete roof truss 
packages for their building 
needs. In 2003 we built a new 
facility in Innisfil, ON to handle 
our growing business. Our 
experienced team of designers 
are committed to providing you 
the best possible solutions for 
both floor and roof design. 
Barrie 705.726.8132
Bolton 905.857.6970
Georgetown 905.873.8007
Truss Plant 705.436.3425
social@unitedlumber.ca
unitedlumber.ca
(Please see ad on pg 89)

ROCKWOOD FOREST 
NURSERIES
Located 10 minutes from 
Lindsay, our 300-acre farm 
with garden centre is centrally 
located to service the Kawartha 
Lakes, Muskoka and Haliburton 
areas.  

Our nursery has been 
growing trees (cedars, shade 
and evergreen), perennials and 
shrubs for the last 35 years and 
offer complimentary landscape 
supplies (bulk or by-the-bag) 
such as fertilizers, mulch, soil  
and rock.

Rockwood Forest Nurseries 
differentiates itself from other 
garden centres as we grow all 
of our products on our farm 
which has the hardiness which 
is best-suited for our region. In 
addition, our staff has expertise 
in plant material and works 
with our customers (home and 
cottage owners, home builders, 
landscape architects, and 
landscapers) to find the  perfect 
solution to reflect your passion 
and vision for your property.

Rockwood Forest Nurseries 
is able to deliver products and 
supplies across the region. We 
have a fleet of vehicles – from 
dump trucks, trailers, flat bed 
and crane trucks – to allow for 
delivery depending on the 
size of the product. Our fleet is 
versatile to deliver 100’s of trees/
shrubs or perennials or one tree 
to your cottage!
Give us a call at  
705.374.4700 or visit our 
website at rockwoodforest.com
(Please see ad on pg 83)

THE DISCOVERY 
DIFFERENCE
Founded on the belief that 
building your dream home 
and the construction process 
should have a positive impact 
on both our client and the 
environment. 

Discovery Dream 
Homes is a Canadian-based 
architectural design and build 
manufacturer that has been 
building homes both locally 
and internationally for over 
four decades with a team of 
award-winning designers, 
brilliantly skilled craftsmen, 
and trained consultants that 
help turn dream homes into 
reality. 

We specialize in a mix of 
residential and commercial 
construction techniques with 
an extensive focus on Timber 
Frame, Solid Log wall, as well 
as Modern Traditional wood 
style home construction. 

We can help you with the 
custom design of your dream 
home or you can choose from 
one of our hundreds of home 
packages.
View 100s of  
home plans online: 
discoverydreamhomes.com/ 
plans or call us at 
1.866.395.5647  
to discuss your  
project today!
(Please see ad on pg 50&51)

ENVIRONMENTAL PEST 
CONTROL
When it comes to solving pest 
issues in your home, cottage or 
business, you want it handled 
safely and correctly by an expert 
you can trust. This is why it’s 
important to hire a licensed pest 
control professional with the 
knowledge, skills and experience 
to get the job done right!

As your trusted Muskoka 
exterminator since 1988, 
Environmental Pest Control 
has been consistently delivering 
safe and effective eco-friendly 
solutions for carpenter ants, 
mosquitoes, mice, spiders, wood 
roaches and more!  

We service Muskoka, Lake 
Joseph, Lake Muskoka, Lake 
Rosseau, Parry Sound, Pointe au 
Baril, Lake Simcoe, Kawarthas, 
Georgian Bay and everywhere in 
between. We even have our own 
fleet of GPS-equipped boats to 
service all island properties.

Whatever the pest problem in 
cottage country, you can always 
count on us! We care, we listen, 
we educate, we get to the root 
of the issue, and we help you 
say goodbye to bothersome 
or serious insects, bugs, and 
rodents.
Get your free quote 
today by calling 
1.800.263.5055 or visiting 
environmentalpestcontrol.ca
(Please see ad on pg 91)

Continued on page 88
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Barrie
705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

The Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.                
www.unitedlumber.ca

Bring Your Deck Dreams to Reality!
Let Us Help You with Your Deck Design

@UNITED_LUMBER @UnitedLumberHHBC

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

 EXCAVATING
DRIVEWAY

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATION

REPAIRS

LANDSCAPING

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN MUSKOKA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

LUXURY ELECTRIC & ECO-
FRIENDLY BOATS
Ceclos are luxury, electric pedal 
boats that are designed based 
on values of style, eco-friendly 
practices, health, and ease of 
use. Five of our models have 
the same basic method of 
propulsion: a pedal system that 
is electrically assisted. Some 
models, such as the Cruise and 
Fun X2, have two sets of pedals. 
The ORIGINAL Hybrid provides 
the option to pedal without 
electric assistance. 

E-Catamaran, based out 
of Ottawa, is responsible for 
bringing Ceclo boats to North 
American waterways. Our online 
business model allows clients 
to order using our website and 
have their Ceclo delivered right 
to their home by one of our 
representatives, who will also 
take the time to provide training 
and advice to ensure the client 
enjoys their new boat to the 
fullest. Each boat is made to 
order, and we offer many add-
ons and options for materials 
and appearance.

Ceclos aren’t for everyone. 
But for those who want to start 
giving back to the waterways 
they love to spend time on 
and gaze out over, while taking 
action for better health, and 
doing it all with style and 
elegance, Ceclos are the perfect 
choice!
Come visit us online today at 
e-catamaran.ca 
877.227.8098
(Please see ad on pg 21)

MUSKOKA LIGHTING 
COMPANY
Muskoka Lighting Company 
is family owned and operated. 
As a lighting store, we are 
currently celebrating our sixth 
year in business. The store is a 
division of Muskoka Lighting 
and Electric, with 16 years in 
business servicing Muskoka, The 
Kawarthas, The Muskoka Lakes 
and surrounding areas.

Our goal at Muskoka Lighting 
Company is to provide our 
customers with lighting options 
that are available to them in all 
major showrooms throughout 
Ontario, within a boutique-style 
setting and the convenience of 
selecting your lighting right here 
in Muskoka. Whether you are 
looking for lighting for a spec 
home or customized lighting, we 
have an option for your budget, 
with over 300 fixtures on display. 
We also provide lighting design 
consultation and installation. We 
pride ourselves on our customer 
service and product knowledge, 
attending all the major lighting 
and design shows, which allows us 
to stay on top of the latest in style 
and timeless design.

Undercabinet, landscape, 
interior and exterior lighting, 
giftware and home décor are a 
part of what you will find in our 
2,400 sq. ft. showroom. We are 
always evolving with classic, 
contemporary, modern farmhouse 
style and trending pieces.
Visit us on our website at 
muskokalighting.com or 
our electrical division at 
muskokaenergy.ca for all your 
lighting and electrical needs
Follow us on
50 Howland Dr,  
Unit 2, Huntsville
705.784.0676
(Please see ad on pg 73)

LOCKSIDE TRADING 
COMPANY
Lockside Trading Company is 
more than just shopping…it’s your 
one-stop shop year-round. A way 
of life since 1987, it’s the place 
where friends and family have 
been meeting for years, making it 
the destination in Peterborough, 
the Kawarthas, and the Haliburton 
Highlands. 

We have three shopping 
locations to serve you: our 7,000 
sq. ft. store in Young’s Point in 
the heart of the Kawarthas; our 
5,000 sq. ft. store in downtown 
Haliburton; and Lockside’s online 
store to serve you from any 
location.

We offer a one-of-a-kind 
shopping experience, with a mix 
of home décor helping create a 
living space to sit back, relax, and 
entertain in throughout the year. 
Selections are constantly changing 
throughout the seasons, offering a 
multitude of choices from indoor 
and outdoor furniture, lighting, 
giftware, mattresses, bedding, and 
window treatments.

Lockside caters to customers 
on any budget, in any location, 
with any look and style for their 
home, cottage or commercial 
space. From buying the right 
furniture, to helping you with 
turnkey projects, you will receive 
top-notch service from the 
beginning of your shopping 
experience to the end. Our 
interior design service is 
complimentary when purchasing 
furniture. We offer in-store, on-site 
and virtual consultations. 

Lockside is dedicated on 
supporting Canadians by offering 
Canadian Made products at great 
pricing and superior quality. Quality 
by Canadians, for Canadians! 
lockside.com
(Please see ad on pg 83)

DOWNSVIEW KITCHENS
For over half a century 
Downsview Kitchens has strived 
to create masterfully designed 
and technologically advanced 
kitchen cabinetry. By recognizing 
that the artistry of the designers 
and workers is as central to the 
process as the state-of-the-art 
equipment, Downsview can 
create furnishings that are truly 
unique and endure the test of 
time. The result of this company 
philosophy is translated into 
bespoke creations that perfectly 
suit the preferences and tastes of 
the most discriminating clientele.

All Downsview products 
and finishes are thoroughly 
tested and must meet rigorous 
standards before they can be 
considered for introduction 
into the company product line. 
Striving to maintain the strict 
standards of quality that have 
helped Downsview achieve 
international acclaim, while 
at the same time increasing 
product availability, is one of the 
greatest challenges. However, 
automated computerized 
machinery has never taken 
priority over the hand of the 
craftsman. At Downsview, we 
take great pride in the design, 
workmanship and quality of our 
product. Throughout the various 
manufacturing processes, 
a concerted effort is made 
to ensure that our product 
conforms to rigid specifications. 
After installation, we continue 
to fully support the Downsview 
name by providing the best 
warranty in the business.
downsviewkitchens.com 
905.677.9354 
info@downsviewkitchens.com
(Please see ad on pg 31)
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Using your glue gun, attach 
finished flowers around the 
edge of your frame.

Voila! Now your frame is ready 
for a picture. OH

How-To
PREPARE EGG CARTON 

Tear off the side and top of 
your egg carton, and using 
your scissors, cut out 12 
individual cups. 

Tear off the tall corners and 
around the top edge of each 
individual cup until the height 
is somewhat even all the way 
around. Don’t worry about 
getting it perfectly straight – 
the imperfection adds to the 
rustic beauty of these flowers.

Divide your cups into groups 
of four. Each flower uses 
four cups.

ASSEMBLE FLOWER

Take three of the cups and cut 
slits into each corner, down 
to the bottom where the cups 
are bent. Take the fourth cup 
and cut slits in each corner, 
a little further past the bend 
towards the centre.

Tear around the edges and 
remove sharp corners to 
create a more rounded shape 
for each petal. Curl each petal 
out with your fingers.

To make the outside portion of 
the flower, glue together the 
first three pieces, offsetting 
the petals of each layer.

For the middle of the flower, 
take the fourth piece, overlap 
each petal and glue together. 
Curl out the top edges. 

Attach the middle piece to 
the outside pieces. Now you 
have a full flower.

Make a stamen for your 
flower by cutting out a small 
rectangle from the top of 
the egg carton. Cut two 
slits into the rectangle and 
curl it into itself. Place a dot 
of glue on the bottom and 
attach it inside the middle of 
your flower. 

Repeat the above steps until 
you have enough flowers to 
cover your frame.

PAINT FLOWERS

Mix your paint with a couple 
drops of water. This makes it 
easier to apply.

Coat your flowers with paint, 
making sure to cover all the 
petals, front and back.

Once the paint dries, take a 
very small amount of gold 
paint and lightly brush the 
edges of all petals.

EMBELLISH FRAME

Paint your frame the same 
colour used for your flowers. 
You can brush a little bit of 
gold paint over the edges of 
the frame as well.

PROJECT AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
TARA CHATTELL

FLOWER
PICTURE FRAME

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

These adorable 
flowers are so easy 
to make and no one 
will guess they’re 
made from egg 
cartons! Use them to 
embellish a picture 
frame, mirror, memo 
board or anything 
else in your home 
that could use a 
makeover with some 
pretty flowers.

Egg Carton

Tools &
Materials
Scissors

Paintbrush

Hot-glue gun

Egg cartons (1 egg 
carton makes 3 flowers)

Acrylic craft paint
in colour of choice

Acrylic craft paint
in metallic gold

Picture frame

EggCartonFlowerPictureFrame.indd   2 2021-02-16   12:09 PM

705.727.4003
118 Dunlop St., East, Barrie  |  gary-framing@hotmail.com

CLEANING • RIPS & CHIPPED PAINT 
REPAIRED • RE-LINING • RE-STRETCHING 

CONDITIONING • GILDING
FRAME REPAIRS • FULL SERVICE FRAMING

www.garyowenartservices.com

G A R Y  O W E N
 F R A M I N G + A R T  R E S T O R A T I O N

  S I N C E  1 9 8 8

3 Manitoba St., Bracebridge
705-645-2810

www.cornercabinet.ca

Home & Garden Accents 
Metal Art - Pottery

Gifts For All Occasions
Unusual Artisan Pieces
from across Canada

3233 Muskoka Rd 169, Bala     705.762.5623
www.prattslawncare.com

LANDSCAPE . GARDENING . PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

SHOP OUR
online store

shop.prattslawncare.com
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a scrambling circuit. The space lets everyone 
enjoy the lake breezes and nature, but as Jill 
insists good-naturedly, “The initial intent was 
I wanted something for the cats.” 

BENEFITS
To be sure, safety and peace of mind are top 
benefits. Yet many catio owners also get 
a huge kick out of watching their animals 
safely playing or lazing in the sun. Don says 
he’s had many clients thrilled to see their 
indoor cats get a taste of outdoor fun. As a cat 
owner himself, Don says his cats’ year-round 
adventures in their (admittedly fancy) catio 
are hugely entertaining. “In the colder days 
they’ll go out and check their little territory 
and run back in and lick their paws. In the 
summer they’re like little children – they’ll 
come in to eat and then run right back out!”  OH

FREE-RANGE CATS:
NOT-SO-FUN FACTS

 In Canada, cats are the number one 
killer of birds: They kill anywhere 
from 100 million to 350 million birds 
annually. 

 Coyote attacks on outdoor cats are 
not uncommon. In California, one 
study found that 20 per cent of an 
urban coyote’s diet consists of cat.

 Toxins like antifreeze and rat 
poison taste good to cats, 
meaning outdoor cats face more 
poisoning risks.

 Roaming cats are also frequently hit 
by cars. In Toronto, more than 1,300 
dead cats were collected from city 
streets in 2017.

 The Ontario SPCA says the average 
life expectancy for a free-roaming 
cat is two to five years; for indoor 
cats, it’s more than 12.

[Sources: Environment Canada, U.S. National Park 
Service, Nature Canada, Ontario SPCA]

Meow. Not that long ago, it was the 
norm to throw open the door and let your 
cats prowl the ’hood when they wanted 
out. More and more though, we’ve come to 
associate negatives with letting our kitties 
participate directly in the food chain. Not 
only are outdoor cats’ lives drastically shorter 
thanks to dangers and predators, they also 
kill distressing amounts of wildlife, birds in 
particular. (For more details, see sidebar.)

In Ancaster, Jill Graham and husband Les 
Csepey reflect Canadians’ changing outlook. 
Graham, an owner of three cats who grew up 
with outdoor felines and currently rescues 
cats says, “Absolutely, I would never let my 
cats outside. I don’t believe in it.” 

According to Humane Canada’s Cats in 
Canada 2017 Report, leagues of cat owners 
like Graham and her husband have produced 
a “particularly exciting statistic.” Specifically, 
the 2017 public survey found 72 per cent of cat 
owners now prevent their cats from roaming 
free – an astounding 13 per cent leap from 2016 
when only 59 per cent reported doing so.

BEHIND THE  
CATIO TREND
All great of course, but as any cat owner 
knows, simply herding cats indoors is a 
compromise. “These are such interesting 
little creatures,” says Don Bacha, of Hellas 
Custom Catios in Edmonton, noting a cat’s 
innate curiosity and activity level. So here’s 
where catios come in. Don says outdoor pet 
enclosures can be a great solution, helping cat 
lovers embrace responsible pet ownership yet 
also give their felines back some of the outdoor 
experience – safely. 

The concept isn’t entirely new. “It’s been 
big in Australia and Great Britain for 20, 25 
years,” says Don. Yet in North America, he 
says, we’ve only been hearing about catios for 
10 years or so, with much more interest lately. 
In fact, Don and his wife and business partner 
Yvette recently scaled up their business 

due to demand. No longer only serving 
Alberta, they now ship their catio kits across 
Canada and the U.S.

A RANGE OF  
CATIO OPTIONS
Considering a catio? There are a range of 
options available today to fit varied budgets. 
At the low end, Don says, you could simply 
purchase a wire crate from a local pet store 
and place it outside so your cat can enjoy some 
fresh air and stimulation.

For DIYers, there are plenty of catio 
building plans and resources available 
online. (Local SPCAs can help guide you.) 
Increasingly, there are also ready-made catio 
kits available from various suppliers, with 
Hellas being one of the notable Canadian-
made options. Don says his company’s 
solutions range “anywhere from $1,500 to 
the sky’s the limit” depending on size and 
customized options such as catwalks. His 
standard catio product measures four feet by 
four feet, and has a galvanized two by two-
inch wire mesh, which Don says is both low 
maintenance and strong. “We’re comfortable 
saying large dogs or even a small bear are not 
going to get in.”

If your budget allows, Don recommends 
fitting your catio with an independent access 
(i.e. pet door) to let cats come and go from the 
house as they please. “If you have to take your 
cat out to [the catio], it’s not as fun.” 

Finally, there are uber-high-end solutions 
that are, let’s face it, as nice for the humans 
as for the cats. In 2020, Jill and her husband 
completed a screened-in catio/addition on the 
back of their Lake Erie cottage. “We take our 
cats with us when we go down and wanted 
a safe spot for them to really enjoy the feel 
of the outdoors and being at the lake.” Their 
simple catio project ultimately morphed into a 
$20,000 project, complete with a screened-in 
porch, storm-proof slider windows, and two 
access doors into the cottage giving the cats 

CATIOS
THE COOL-CAT WAY TO GIVE YOUR 
FELINES THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE PH
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muskokaconstructionltd.com 

muskokaconstructionltd@gmail.com 

muskokaconstructionltd

muskokaconstructionLTD

We manage every aspect  
of your project  

so you don’t have to.

Creation

Completion
to

 Serving Muskoka & Surrounding Area  •  info@justexcavating.com  •  705-783-5940           just_excavating

• Driveways and Foundations
• Licensed Septic System Installations
• Retaining Walls
• Grading
• Underground Utility Services
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705.754.1819
jbaconcce@gmail.com

1340 Barry Line Road
Haliburton, Ontario K0M 1S0

We STUDY
the area you want to 

create a space in.

We CREATE
a plan with a variety of 

options for your selection.

We BUILD
the space of your dreams.

cranberrycove.ca

BUNKIES  §  FIREPITS  §  DOCKS  §  WALKWAYS
PATIOS  §  WALLS  §  STEPS  §  STACK WALLS

CranberryCove_FALL20.indd   1 2020-09-14   10:13 AM

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/
RENTALS
Jayne’s Cottages, 14

ANTIQUES/REPRODUCTIONS
Harris Furniture & Antiques, 61

APPLIANCES
Brown’s Appliances, 73

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/ 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Lakeside Architecture Inc., 85

ART SUPPLIES
Gary Owen Framing & Art Restoration, 91

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME 
TECHNOLOGY
Sifft Electric, 17

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Manderley Fine Furniture, 4
Mattresses of Muskoka, 47

BUILDERS
1867 Confederation Log Homes, 6
Attainable Solutions Inc., 3
Craig Watson Construction, 45
Discovery Dream Homes, 50&51, 86
Ferncliffe Development, 20
From The Ground Up, 53
Garrison Creek Homes, 23
GBS Contracting Inc., 47
Hely Custom Carpentry, 19
Linwood Custom Homes, 87
Muskoka Construction, 93
Muskoka Lakes Construction, 25
Scott Custom Building, 85

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Bowman Landscaping & Excavation, 61
Trans Canada Wood Products, 18
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 86, 89

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Home Options Made Easy, 97
Muskoka Furniture, 9
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., 7
The Cutter’s Edge, 2

MASONRY/STONEWORK
Cranberry Cove Enterprises, 95

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
HillTop Interiors, 99

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Fireplace & Leisure Centre, 63

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 16
Colour ’n Light Muskoka, 16
Cordell Carpet, 16, 61
Muskoka Paint & Decorating, 16

PEST CONTROL
Environmental Pest Control, 86, 91

PLUMBING
Bathworks, 15

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS
The Pump Shop, 85

TRIM/MOULDING/CASING
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 5
Brooklace Kitchen & Bath, 63

WATER TREATMENT/FILTRATION
The Pump Shop, 85

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Cordell Carpet, 16, 61
HillTop Interiors, 99
Window Quilt Muskoka, 11

WINDOWS & DOORS
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 5
Grace North Windows & Doors, 33
Muskoka Window and Door Centre, 100

WOOD REFINISHING/RESTORATION
Muskoka Wood Finishing, 71

CLOTHING/FASHION/FOOTWEAR/
JEWELRY/LUGGAGE & LEATHER GOODS
The Cutter’s Edge, 2

CONSTRUCTION BINS
Bowman Landscaping & Excavation, 61

COUNTERTOPS
Stoneway Marble & Granite Inc., 47

DEMOLITION SERVICES
Bowman Landscaping & Excavation, 61

EAVESTROUGHS/SOFFIT/FASCIA
181 Custom Caulking, 17
Leaf Out, 45

ELECTRICAL
Coon’s Electrical Ltd., 29
Just Excavating, 93
Sifft Electric, 17

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
Just Excavating, 93
Schlager, 89

FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Muskoka Upholstery, 73

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE/INVESTING
Parry Sound Insurance Brokers Ltd., 8

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Fireplace & Leisure Centre, 63
Fireplace King, 13
The Fireplace Stop, 45

FLOORING
Brooklace Kitchen & Bath, 63
Cordell Carpet, 16, 61
Refined Kitchen & Bath, 71
Trans Canada Wood Products, 18

FRAMING/SIDING/MILLWORK
Stanley Steel, 63

FURNITURE & HOME DECOR/
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Harris Furniture & Antiques, 61
HillTop Interiors, 99
Huckleberry’s, 61
Lockside Trading Company, 83, 88
Manderley Fine Furniture, 4
Muskoka Furniture, 9
The Corner Cabinet, 91
The Cutter’s Edge, 2

REAL ESTATE
Royal Lepage – Wearing & Parrot, 29

ROOFING
GBS Contracting Inc., 47
Hy-Grade Steel Roofing System, 10
Stanley Steel, 63

SCREEN SYSTEMS
Muskoka Screens, 69
Window Quilt Muskoka, 11

SPORTING SUPPLY/ 
RECREATIONAL OUTFITTERS
E-Catamaran, 21, 88

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 5

STONE PRODUCTS/VENEER
Refined Kitchen & Bath, 71

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES
Lake of Bays Garden Centre, 25
Pratt’s Lawn Care & Landscapes –  
	 Pratt’s Garden Centre, 91
Rockwood Forest Nurseries, 83, 86

GENERATORS
Sifft Electric, 17

HEATING & COOLING
Fireplace King, 13

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/RENOVATIONS
Ferncliffe Development, 20
Muskoka Construction, 93
Ready Pine, 61

INSULATION
Thermo Seal Insulation Systems, 71

IRON WORK/METAL WORK
Northern Iron, 12

KITCHEN & BATH
Bathworks, 15
Brooklace Kitchen & Bath, 63
Downsview Kitchens, 31, 88
Home Options Made Easy, 97
Northern Living Kitchen & Bath/ 
	 Living Lighting, 67
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., 7
Refined Kitchen & Bath, 71
The Cutter’s Edge, 2

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &  
ARCHITECTURE/LANDSCAPING/ 
LAWN & GARDEN
Attainable Solutions Inc, 3
Cranberry Cove Enterprises, 95
Ferncliffe Development, 20
Lake of Bays Garden Centre, 25
Pratt’s Lawn Care & Landscapes –  
	 Pratt’s Garden Centre, 91
Schlager, 89

LIGHTING
HillTop Interiors, 99
Living Lighting Parry Sound/ 
	 Northern Living, 67
Muskoka Lighting Company, 73, 88
Northern Iron, 12

MACHINERY/SMALL EQUIPMENT/
FARM SUPPLIES
Kubota North, 19

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email kelly.bidan@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.349.1485.
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HOW-TO

FIG SYRUP

Combine all 
ingredients in a 
saucepan and simmer 
for 10-15 minutes.

Remove from heat and 
cool for 30 minutes.

Strain with a fine mesh 
strainer and store 
in fridge. 

PREPARE COCKTAIL 

Chill glassware 
of choice.

Combine all ingredients 
in a cocktail shaker and 
add ice. Shake until 
chilled then strain.

Garnish with edible 
flowers.  OH

FIG SOUR
Elderflower
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

A FLORAL TAKE ON A TRADITIONAL GIN 
SOUR COCKTAIL. THIS VERSION COMBINES 
DELICATE FLORAL NOTES, LEAVES A TOUCH 
OF TART ON THE TONGUE AND DISPLAYS A 
COLOURFUL HUE.

INGREDIENTS

FIG SYRUP 

1 cup figs, diced 

½ cup white sugar 

½ cup water 

COCKTAIL 

1.5 ounces gin 

1.5 ounces 
elderflower liqueur 

2 ounces lemon juice 

1 ounce fig syrup 

1 ounce egg white, 
pasteurized 

Garnish: edible 
flowers (optional)

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

ElderflowerFigSour.indd   2 2021-02-26   12:18 PM

HOME OPTIONS MADE EASY
CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN PROFESSIONALS

Serving Barrie, Muskoka and Surrounding Areas.

705.503.4663  |  130 Saunders Rd., Unit 7, Barrie 
info@homebarrie.com  |  www.homebarrie.com  

Your home is a personal space. It’s where you unwind after a hard day, 
celebrate events with friends and make memories with family. Whether 
your project includes a newly designed kitchen, ensuite oasis, custom 
basement bar or even a full home reno, we will walk you through the 
process every step of the way. With a comfortable and inviting design 
centre full of beautiful displays and finishes such as cabinetry, flooring, 
countertops and tile, paired with our talented design team who take joy 
in putting our clients first and exceeding their expectations, we go the 
extra mile to provide a seamless experience. Our seasoned contractors 
and trades take pride in not only their workmanship but the quality of the 
products that they are installing while bringing to life the space you’ve 
always dreamed of. 

We are all spending more time in our homes these days. 
Let us help you make it perfect, it all starts at H.O.M.E.
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BLACK & GOLD
Add classic style to your home with the latest kitchen and bathroom fixtures 

for every budget. Gold adds a formal touch. Black fits with every design.

$
$
$
$

$
$
$

$
$

$

KITCHEN FAUCETS BATHROOM FAUCETS

Find your style...

RUBI: Loft 
Endricks R - Single 
Lever in Gold

VIGO: Gramercy Single-
Handle Pull-Down 
Sprayer in Matte Black

DELTA: Junction 
Single-Handle 
Pull-Down in 
Matte Black

FRANKE: 
Active Plus 
Pull Out 
Spray in 
Onyx Granite

KOHLER: Purist 
Single-Handle 
Semi-Professional 
in Matte Black

KRAUS: Oletto Pull-
Down Single-Handle 
in Brushed Brass

MOEN: 
Weymouth 
Brushed Gold 
One-Handle 
Pre-Rinse 
Pulldown

GRAFF: Manhattan Single-
Hole in Brushed Gold

VIGO: Olus Wall Mount 
in Matte Brushed Gold

VIGO: Satro Single Hole 
in Matte Black

MOEN: Colinet Two-Handle 
High Arc in Matte Black

RUBINET: 1BRTLBKBK Single 
Control in Matte Black

KOHLER: Composed Single-Handle 
with Lever Handle in Matte Black  OH

PFISTER: Tenet Single 
Control in Brushed Gold

BRIZO: Invari Widespread with 
Arc Spout in Polished Gold

AQUABRASS: MB2 
Widespread in Brushed Gold

BlackAndGold.indd   2 2021-02-22   12:58 PM

HOMES & 
LAKEHOUSES

DESIGN 
SERVICES

Innovative, inspired by nature, infused with tradition...
Village of Rosseau

1150 Hwy 141 - 705.732.4040
hilltopinteriors.com

Hilltop_TOYO_SUM19.indd   1 2019-04-29   8:20 PM
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