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Couturier Realty Group Inc.

$594,000 87 Abbott Place, Fonthill
SOLD

Are You Looking for a
Real Estate Professional?
I would love to assist you with selling your
current home, or buying your dream home! In
these uncertain times, I can assure you, if given
the opportunity, I will make the process as
smooth and easy as possible.

43 Lake St., Grimsby
Call or email me today to schedule your
appointment for a complimentary market evaluation.

FURNITURE GALLERY
175 Dieppe Rd., (beside Q.E.W.) St. Catharines, 1-800-680-5553
Monday to Saturday 10:00-5:00 www.furnituregallery.com
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UNMATCHABLE

editor’s note

When you find

Rely on Benjamin Moore

the perfect colour,

for premium quality and

nothing else will do.
Perfection comes from our
paint and our proprietary
Gennex® colourants, together,

r

REMEMBER BACK IN MARCH when we all hunkered down to
fight what was then still a mystery virus?
So many of us took to giant online retailers to stock up on
everything from hand sanitizer to peanut butter to get us through. It
was safe and easy.
But as the pandemic wears on, it’s been uplifting to see how many
local businesses have pivoted to serve their communities – feeding us,
keeping us safe and helping us do work around the home – by moving
sales online and delivering goods right to our doorsteps. In the process,
they’ve kept the money we’ve spent here in Niagara. They’ve been able
to bring back workers who were furloughed during the lockdown.
They’ve helped us survive and live as normally as possible in these
strange and stressful times.
As I write, we are officially in a second wave of the COVID-19
pandemic. Most businesses remain open, unlike those early days of the
first wave. However, it’s more critical than ever that we support local in
addition to donning masks and washing hands.
According to a Statistics Canada report last May, most small
businesses with between one and 19 employees reported at least a 20
per cent drop in revenue because of the pandemic. Even though many
have reopened, they’re not operating at normal capacity, so revenue for
most will continue to be an issue.
Our focus at OUR HOMES has always been to tell stories about
how people in our region celebrate life at home. We hope it inspires
6 | ourhomes
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you to better enjoy your home, too. A big part of that raison d’être
is highlighting the local trades and businesses who can help you
do that. They are among those small businesses StatCan referred
to in its spring numbers. They’re family-run. They employ people
in our community – people who then spend the money they earn at
other local businesses. That creates a ripple effect whereby other
small, locally owned businessesare able to survive and thrive, too.
And on it goes.
So, if you need anything from a new lighting fixture to a new
home, read on. These pages will guide you to some of the best
Niagara has to offer.

Gennex Colour Technology,
which makes our
long-lasting colours,
all 3,500 of them,

creating results that are

one-of-a-kind.

breathtaking.

Unmatchable.

WALL: Garrison Red HC-66,
Aura® Matte

Stay safe and stay well.

Tiffany Mayer, Managing Editor
tiffany.mayer@ourhomes.ca
Follow us
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

online

Get more at ourhomes.ca

Retailer Name
Creek Road Paints
Address
LOGO
City, Province Postal Code
1573 Four
Mile Creek
Rd,Number
Virgil
Phone
Website
905.468.2412 | creekroadpaints.ca
©2020 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited.
Colour accuracy is ensured only when tinted in quality Benjamin Moore® paints. Colour representations may differ slightly from actual paint. 9/20
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Introducing Sarah Richardson for Palliser
now at Stoney Creek Furniture.
Discover four expertly-designed, extensive collections that include upholstery,
furniture, rugs, pillows and throws.
“Partnering with Palliser has allowed me to share my creative vision and signature style with
you in a way that celebrates quality, design and value.”
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74 Home Resource Directory
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78 Finishing Touch A Concrete Pictorial

Explore the collection at the Stoney Creek location.
1.800.263.8575 / STONEYCREEKFURNITURE.COM
395 LEWIS ROAD, STONEY CREEK / 7979 WESTON ROAD, VAUGHAN

elegant living

advice
Decorating and
Home Staging Services

• COLOur COnsuLtatiOns
• spaCE pLanning
• intEriOr rEdEsign
• rEaL EstatE
staging sErviCEs
• FurniturE sELECtiOn |
drapEriEs
• BEdding | ChiLdrEns
rOOms
• 1 day makEOvErs
• sEasOnaL dECOr itEms

Over 81% of home
buyers find it easier to
visualize the property
as their future home
when it’s Elegant
Living staged!

Liz DiTomaso

me abou
Ask
t

me Staging
Ho

289 668 7018
elegantlivingdecorating@gmail.com

elegantlivingdecorating.ca

MOVERS LTD.

MOUNTAIN
S
VE
O

WE’L
L

YOU

EST

Sarah, Wendy and Andrew
Family Owners
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Family owned and
operated since 1978.
Celebrating our 43rd
Year in Business!

Ariaan (Harry) Mans
Founder

Family
Owned &
Operated

1978

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR MOVINg NEEdS

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561
www.mountaineermovers.com

HOME BUILDING
& RENOVATION

Interior Designer
Dolores Pian
shares her ideas.

ARTEMIDE: Logico
Suspension 3 in Linea
HINKLEY: Zelda
Medium Drum

PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE IT COUNTS

Every renovation or new build conversation includes
the phrases return on investment (ROI) and resale
value. When you design to live well and beautifully,
ROI and resale value are a given.
Here are our top tips to help you put your money where it counts:

WHERE TO SAVE
You can find major savings in
areas and on products that
can give you ROI or that wow
factor. Consider these:

TILE AND FLOORING
Technological
advancements
provide many
beautiful and
economical
options that
will transform any
tiled wall or floor into eye
candy. Porcelain tiles that look
like stone are indistinguishable
from the real thing – and are
easier to clean and maintain.
Wood floors come in many
grades and price points to
maintain an overall look. Many
rooms will be covered with
area rugs, so oftentimes an
expensive floor isn’t necessary.

PROFESSIONALS ARE
WORTH THEIR FEE
Hire legitimate and registered
professionals. They are
experts at planning to make
life simpler, relieve stress and
maneuver through the endless
amounts of information,
building code requirements
and choices. Professionals can
help you avoid costly mistakes,
which could pay their fees
ten times over. Designers and
architects add value to your
home and to your lifestyle.

STATEMENT LIGHTING

FAUCETS AND SHOWERHEADS

Whether you eat at a kitchen
island or dining room table,
the fixtures featured in
each area should make a
statement. After all, they
serve as a focal point where
togetherness happens.

Faucets and showerheads
see high use throughout the
day, and cheap fixtures tend
to leak or loosen with finishes
often flaking off over time.
Splurge and buy the best you
can afford.

In the bathroom, good lighting
is essential to make you look
good. Consider wet-rated LED
chandeliers, pendants and
wall sconces.

Adding a dimmer in every
room of the house helps
create a signature mood in
each space.

WINDOWS IN KEY SIGHTLINES

GENERAL LIGHTING

Now that you’ve saved some
money – where can you
splurge and have some fun?
10 | ourhomes
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LUXURY SHOWERS
The trend is to eliminate the
tub and invest in a roomy
walk-in shower. You can
put your budget toward a
frameless glass shower that
cleans up easily, including a
non-white grout.

A quartz counter is
antimicrobial, available in a
wide range of styles and cleans
up easily for your health and
peace of mind.

WHERE TO
SPLURGE

210 bunting road, unit 1, st. catharines
905.641.1848
cabinetworksplus.com

DIMMERS

QUARTZ COUNTERS

Light fixtures such as pot
lights or surface-mounted
lights can be modestly priced
and distributed throughout
the house.

design service | custom cabinetry
complete renovations

CUSTOM CABINETS
Quality custom cabinets that
look like furniture at the entry,
kitchen and bathroom add a
touch of luxury. Smart storage
design will buy you time as
you grab and go throughout
your day. Remember to add
beautiful hardware – the
jewelry of any cabinet.

Windows can be the soul of
your home, so dress up those
you see first when entering.
Window treatments can
soften and enhance, adding
that luxurious whisper to
your space.
Living well and living
beautifully will not only
enhance your home’s resale
value, it will enhance your soul.
And that’s worth all the money
in the world. OH

“ Excellence through progress “
HELT
94 Dunkirk Rd Unit 11N
St. Catharines ON
905 397 5050
www.helt.ca

style picks
1

CREEK ROAD PAINTS
Wall Colour
Mix colour with kids and magic ensues. From
dreamy pastels to energetic brights, these
kid-centric palettes fashion creative spaces
and happy faces.

4

1573 Four Mile Creek Rd., Virgil
905.468.2412 | creekroadpaints.ca

1

2

THE ONE STOP FIREPLACE SHOP
Fireplace
Sparks will fly in any great room with this show
stopping, premium Fireplace Xtrordinair with
Bon-Fyre birch log set that beckons everyone
to gather ’round.
4332 Drummond Rd., Niagara Falls
905.357.6333 | onestopfireplaceshop.com

3

Spark JOY

NEST
Moose Painting
It’s the next best thing to finding yourself in
nature: discovering the right artwork to finish
a room. This zen beast will be right at home in
your favourite space.
171 Locke St. South, Unit 2, Hamilton
905.979.6378 | nesthamilton.com
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4

VERMEER’S GARDEN CENTRE 		
& FLOWER SHOP
Wicker Accents
Create a natural and breezy feel in any room,
not just the screened-in porch, with these
wicker accent pieces. Not only do they bring
elements of nature inside, wicker is one of the
hottest decorating trends of the year.

BRINGING JOY AND HAPPINESS INTO THE HOME HAS ALWAYS BEEN A
TOP PRIORITY, NOW MORE THAN EVER. HERE ARE A FEW IDEAS TO
CREATE A HAPPY VIBE IN EVERY ROOM OF THE HOUSE THIS SEASON.

684 S. Pelham Rd., Welland
905.735.5744 | vermeers.ca

5

5

ARISTOCRAT FLOORS
Tile
Be transported to the Mediterranean by
adding tiles in the kitchen or bath from the
Euro Tile & Stone Iris collection. They’ll
conjure the calming and serene blues and
greens of the sea. Tiles are six by 12 inches
with finishing touches that make them look
storied and well-loved.

3

256 Bunting Rd., St. Catharines
905.682.2672 | aristocratfloors.ca
6

2

Turntable
Your favourite tunes will sound like angels
heard on high thanks to this Technics
SL-1500C turntable. It has an Ortofon 2M
Red cartridge, direct drive for precision
and accuracy, and built-in phono equalizer.
The tonearm auto-lifter function prevents
unnecessary wear on your vinyl records.

6
12 | ourhomes
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130 Thorold Rd., Welland
905.788.3221 | thomastv.com

ourhomes
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FIRST IN COUNTERS
Stone Countertop
Give your kitchen counter or island a
facelift with a durable and striking cap
that’s as inviting to work on as it is to relax
around for a social-bubble coffee klatch.
72000 Regional Road 24, Wainfleet
905.899.7866 | firstincounters.ca

8

THE FURNITURE GALLERY
Finn Chair
If joy were a soft place to fall, it would be
in this big comfy chair. It checks all the
boxes with style, great lines and an openended invitation to sit back and relax.

7

175 Dieppe Rd., St. Catharines,
800.680.5553 | furnituregallery.com
9

DUNN’S FURNITURE
Sofa and Nesting Tables
Curl up, spread out, take a load off – just
get comfy on this Canadian-made sofa
with nesting tables to set your favourite
page-turner, snacks and bevies for a
joyous lounging session.

8

255 Bunting Rd., St. Catharines
905.684.9414 | dunnsfurniturefashions.com OH

9

CUSTOM
HOME DESIGNS
From contemporary to modern to
classic farmhouse, we design them
all. No matter your budget, we work
with you and your builder to ensure
we are designing a custom home
specific to your needs and within
your financial means.
Contact us today to set up a
consultation or for more details
about our services.

Jordan Station Design Co Inc.
Jordan Station, ON
289.668.4588
info@jordanstationdesignco.ca
www.jordanstationdesignco.ca
14 | ourhomes
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good taste

CAESAR GARNISH

ULTIMATE

CAESAR

Turn any space into
more storage space

REC I P E AN D P H OT OG RAP H Y J EN EL L E M CCULLO CH

Enjoy the convenience of Custom Rollouts

BLOODY CAESARS HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN A FAVOURITE IN CANADIAN
HOUSEHOLDS. UPGRADE THIS
CLASSIC WITH A SEASONING PRE-MIX
AND DELICIOUS GARNISHES.
CAESAR PRE-MIX
1 5.5 oz. can tomato paste
½ cup Worcestershire sauce
½ cup soy sauce
1 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp onion powder
½ tsp oregano
1 Tbsp brown sugar
1 tsp hot sauce, or to taste
Mix all ingredients together.
Add 1 or 2 ounces of this spicy
pre-mix to a glass with 1 ½
ounces of vodka, then fill the
glass with purchased Caesar
mix. Or skip the vodka for a
virgin Caesar.
Garnish with a deviled egg
or fried pickle and chunk of
blue cheese.

Call for

frEE
in-homE
EstimatE

DEEP-FRIED PICKLES
+ BLUE CHEESE
6 baby dill pickles
1 egg
½ cup all-purpose flour
½ cup almond flour
½ tsp paprika
¼ tsp salt
¼ tsp black pepper
Chunks of blue cheese
In three separate bowls
prepare the breading assembly.
In the first, whisk an egg.
Place flour in a second and
mix together almond flour and
spices in the third.
Dip pickles in the plain flour
first, then egg mixture and
finally coat with almond
flour mixture.
Heat deep-frying oil in a pan or
deep fryer to 375ºF. Fry pickles
until golden.
Place on paper napkin to cool.

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

16 | ourhomes
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a

Serve on a skewer with a chunk
of blue cheese.

DEVILED EGGS
6 eggs
1 Tbsp mayonnaise
½ tsp prepared mustard
Salt and pepper, to taste
Paprika, to garnish

Handcrafted & Installed by

Flair

ROLLOUTS

LOCALLY OWNED | NOT A FRANCHISE

Place eggs in a pot filled
with water. Bring water to a
boil over medium heat, then
remove from heat and cover
with lid for 11 minutes.
Remove eggs from pot and
place in a bowl of ice water to
halt cooking.

Call us today! 905-682-6000
FlairRollouts.com

Cell 905-933-8488

Great Christmas Gift for Elderly Relatives
SERVING THE NIAGARA REGION

Once cool, break the shells and
peel each egg.
Cut eggs in half and remove
yolks into a bowl.
Add mayonnaise, mustard,
salt and pepper and mix
until combined.
Add a scoop of yolk mixture to
each egg white and sprinkle
with paprika.
Serve on a skewer.

OH

Growing for over 60 years
Visit us for all your turf,
grass seed, fertilizer & topsoil needs

905-892-2681
360 foss road, fenwick

Rhizomatous
Tall Fescue

youngsodfarms.com

ourhomesfall/winter20/21-opt2.qxp_Layout 1 2020-10-02 11:30 AM Page 1

double take

SIMPLY WHITE INTERIORS

1
2

3

4

BEDROOM

Bliss
RECREATE THIS LOOK IN
YOUR OWN HOME.

5

PHOTO: KELLY HORKOFF

1. BREWSTER HOME
FASHIONS: Leala Sand
Modern Floral Wallpaper
2. KRAVET: Kravet Basics
4668-4 Drapery Fabric
3. HINKLEY: Hampton
Medium Drum in Brushed
Bronze 4. EASTERN
ACCENTS: Uma Velvet
Decorative Pillow in Pink
5. EASTERN ACCENTS:
Shiloh Petal Sheet Set
6. CARACOLE: Mrs. Sandman
Bed 7. SURYA: Laney Table
Lamp in White. OH

18 | ourhomes
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Creative Concepts | Seamless Installations | Quality Workmanship
Impeccable Service | Attention to Detail
RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL DESIGN

6

DECOR
FURNITURE
UPHOLSTERY
CUSTOM BEDDING
WINDOW COVERINGS
HUNTER DOUGLAS SHOWROOM
CARPETS
ART

7

Celebrating over a decade of nurturing comfort + confidence in our clients

347 Airport Road | Unit 3
Niagara-on-the-Lake
www.swi.design
905 708 4784

home & builder

GOOGLE “CUSTOM HOME” AND THE
SEARCH ENGINE WILL TURN UP A
DICTIONARY DEFINITION OF A ONE-OF-A
KIND HOUSE BUILT TO SUIT A LOCATION
AND THE PEOPLE LIVING WITHIN IT.

TRULY

custom

S T ORY T IFFAN Y MAY E R
P H OT OGRAP H Y MAT T HE W Y O UN G

ut the latest build by Sider Bros.
Builders in Ridgeway on the
Lake Erie shoreline is proof there
are custom homes – and then
there are custom homes. This family cottage
on a swath that’s been part of the clan for
generations is the latter.
“It’s true custom,” says Jenn Gmoser, an
interior decorator and project manager with
Sider Bros. What makes it so? It starts at the
beginning when the homeowners, a family
from Buffalo, wanted to expand and update
the existing cottage that had housed them on
summer vacations for decades.
The initial plan was to build an addition.
But after Shawn Sider did a little digging,
he discovered the original cottage didn’t have
a proper foundation to support expansion
upwards and out. It was more economical
to build new, even after encountering a
geyser just underneath the future great
room of the home.
So in fall 2017, concrete was poured on a
new home footprint drafted by Sider Bros.
architectural designer Nicole Empringham.
Work would continue over the next two years,
making the more than 6,000 sq. ft. cottage
truly custom, from the larger details down
to the small, starting with the welcoming
mudroom off the carport that ushers visitors
and family into the kitchen. Continued on page 22

TOP: This custom-built home channels Nantucket in
Niagara, overlooking the Lake Erie shoreline. Security
and audio/video by Regional Signal. FAR LEFT: An
outdoor kitchen makes it easy to enjoy those perfect
summer nights outside. MIDDLE: A view into the
mudroom off the carport. LEFT: An outdoor fireplace
on the front porch fends off the lake breeze on
chilly nights.

20 | ourhomes
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Both the mudroom and kitchen conjure
summer by the water with fresh colours.
The spaces are adorned with functional and
durable custom cabinets for storage and a
sliding ladder to access the lesser-used items
tucked out of reach.
“The homeowner requested a Nantucket
style,” Nicole says. “With that in mind, and
after consultations and walkthroughs of their
existing home, I created a unique floor plan,
carefully considering function and flow for
their large family.” The home includes security
and audio/video by Regional Signal.
In the kitchen, ocean blue dominates
between cabinets, an expansive subway
tile backsplash from Star Tile Centre,
and even a colour-block on the ceiling over
the dining table.
The homeowners love to cook and eat
together, so a large island of blue cupboards,
capped with quartz from First In Counters,
was a must. It seats four and contrasts with
white and natural wood throughout the rest of
the working area. Continued on page 25

The homeowners view the kitchen as the
heart of the home and have ensured space
enough for both meal prep and entertaining.
LEFT: A view into the kitchen nook, which
exists in lieu of a formal dining room.

22 | ourhomes
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“THEY TELL US WHAT THEY
NEED AND WE DESIGN IT FROM
THERE,” SAYS NICOLE.

ABOVE: The great room is
located off the kitchen and
features sliding doors to offer
quiet and privacy. A bonfire log
set in the fireplace channels the
beach just steps from the home.
OPPOSITE, TOP: An example of
the custom cabinetry designed
by Sider Bros. FAR LEFT: A
look into the powder room.
Blue features prominently in the
home, channelling the Nantucket
inspiration. LEFT: The mudroom
was created with ample storage
and space to ensure easy flow
into and out of the home.

Tucked around the corner from the
island is a massive custom oak dining table
built for the space in lieu of a formal dining
room. It’s surrounded by chairs and a
comfortable banquette designed by Simply
White Interiors. Heaps of custom throw
cushions, also by Simply White, make the
enclave inviting.
“That’s very them,” Jenn says about the
easy-going feel of the dining area. “They’re
very casual, laid-back people.”
Thoughtful touches include a closed
beverage centre with internal outlets
and built-in electronics chargers. “Once
a customer tells us what they need, we

find creative ways to design around those
needs,” says Nicole.
The neighbouring great room provides
a quiet refuge with a big, comfy sofa and
massive stone hearth fashioned with river
rock from Burnstein Brick. The fireplace
with its bonfire log set from The One Stop
Fireplace Shop emulates a fire on the beach.
Next door, the family room checks all the
boxes with quartz bistro tables, sofas, a chaise
and built-in bar to kick back any which way
and watch Buffalo Bills games.
Rest happens up the two-tone U-shape
staircase, hugged by shiplap and built by
Sider Bros., which did all the millwork in the
Continued on page 26
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BELOW: Mermaid scale tiles are both a whimsical and
nautical touch in a powder room. RIGHT: A look into the
study where blue dominates. BOTTOM LEFT: The upstairs
hallway leading to the master suite features a schooner
model from the original cottage. Hunter Douglas blinds are
from the Colour & Design Center. BOTTOM RIGHT: The
staircase leading from the main floor.

ABOVE: The family room
is the most contemporary
room in the home and is
where the homeowners
like to kick back and watch
Buffalo Bills games. The
quartz bar and backsplash
are by First In Counters.
RIGHT: A custom banquette
and bistro tables are but
one place to take a load off
in the family room.

home. Fixtures from Distinctive Lighting
Concepts step in to light a path to the second
floor. Bedrooms for the three teenagers were
designed to reflect their personalities. In one,
hand-hewn beams, a barn board feature wall
and custom blue headboard give a distinctly
masculine feel for the only son in the family.
A dormitory-style bathroom was designed
to avoid lineups. Two shower stalls can
be used simultaneously and there are two
separate water closets.
The master suite is a retreat away from it
all, separated from the rest of the home by a
long foyer featuring blinds by Colour and
Design Center and massive oak doors built
by Wayne Sider, owner and the master
carpenter behind Sider Bros.’ private mill.
Cathedral ceilings with hand-hewn oak
beams, a walkout to a large, shared deck
with stone fireplace overlooking the lake and
Buffalo skyline, and oversize windows create
airiness. A walk-through closet and dressing
area keep storage out of sight and lead to a
stunning en suite with a water closet, shower
and bath decked out with a pebble wall.
Continued on page 30
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Large windows in the
master bedroom, including
a walkout to a balcony,
ensure lots of natural light
in the room. BOTTOM
LEFT: A walk-through
dressing area behind the
bed leads into the en suite.
BOTTOM RIGHT: The en
suite features separate
vanities and a pebble
feature wall that conjures
the beach.

Smart Home Experts
We offer a full range of
technology services to
meet your needs
SEE WHAT’S NEW FOR 2021

Priority Dealer . Professional Installation . Free Consultation

905.871.5061
1233 Garrison Rd, Fort Erie
colour-design@cogeco.net

1-844-470-2933 | regionalsignal.com
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Blinds . FlooRinG . Paint . shuttERs . WallPaPER

home & builder
Niagara’s Choice For Tile

SOURCE GUIDE

Good Selection • Good Stock
Great Prices

• Alexander Awnings • All-Pro
Plumbing & Heating • Burnstein
Brick • Colour & Design Center
• Distinctive Lighting Concepts
• First In Counters • JD Wood Revival
• Nickerson Appliances • The One
Stop Fireplace Shop • Plantation
Irrigation & Landscaping • Regional

ATELIER TAUPE

Signal Inc. • RD Toepp Electric

9.25” x 47.25”

• Sider Bros. Builders • Simply White
Interiors • Star Tile Centre • Turkstra
Lumber

Porcelain Tile
(PICTURED)

3

$ 95
SF

Ceramic Porcelain & Glass Tile
Carpet • Area Rugs • Slate
Luxury Vinyl Planks • Countertops
Stone Wall Cladding • Hardwood • Laminate
IN-STOCK SPECIAL

ABOVE: A balcony off the master en suite overlooks
the backyard of the home. RIGHT: A barn board
feature wall and blue custom headboard decorate
the son’s bedroom. BOTTOM: A glimpse into one
of the daughter’s rooms. Each of the three children
decorated their rooms to their tastes.

The bathroom leads to another balcony,
this one shared with the daughters’ bedrooms
and equipped with an awning by Alexander
Awnings. Automated screens are an option
to create an entirely private outdoor seating
area overlooking the backyard with its
deluxe outdoor kitchen. Landscaping is by
Plantation Irrigation & Landscaping.
The lower level of the home was created
entirely for storage and entertaining, including
a second family room, kitchenette and massive
bunk room that sleeps eight. An additional
laundry area was also carved into the
downstairs space.
Every touch, from the detailed carpentry
of the bunkbeds, the flashing lights bordering
the second family room downstairs, even the
Hudson’s Bay-themed banquette with maple
leaf cutout over the reading bunk, reiterate
just how truly custom this beach beauty is.
“It’s definitely not cookie-cutter,” Nicole
says. “There was a lot of communication
with the client. Everything is custom. We
listen to their needs and tailor everything we
design to suit.” OH
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Proton 12” x 24”
Porcelain Tile
4 colours in stock

2

$ 49
SF

155 Highway 20 E. • Fonthill, ON
905-892-5756 • startilecentre.com
M-T-W 7:00 am – 5:00 pm • Th 7:00 am – 6:00 pm
F 7:00 am – 6:00 pm • Saturday 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

We are here to help
you choose your style
at Niagara’s Finest
Lighting Showroom

DISTINCTIVE LIGHTING CONCEPTS
905.984.8727
40 Scott St W, St Catharines
Shop online at: distinctivelighting.net

design ideas

YOUR HOME,
YOUR CASTLE

Full Service DeSign • renovationS anD new BuilDS • conSulting

HOW TO BRING YOURSELF INTO YOUR INTERIORS

Laurie Sprague Designs
Discover Your Happy Place!

ST O RY EUGENI A TRI A ND OS A N D KOR I NA KH A M IS
P HO T OGRAPHY DREW H A D L E Y

InterIor DecoratIng anD DesIgn
327 Main St, St. Catharines 905.687.2192
info@lauriespraguedesigns.com www.lauriespraguedesigns.com

What makes a house feel like home? Every
great interior begins with its inhabitant. We
believe the personality needs to live within
the home’s overall design and aesthetic. Make
your house feel like home, inspired by you!

THE BIG PURGE
If you feel like your home doesn’t represent you, it’s time to
purge. Discard everything that does not bring you happiness.
It’s so easy to hold onto items you don’t like, simply because
you’re used to having them around. This act alone will
eliminate everything in your home that does not represent
you. Once you’ve removed all the hollow stuff you can start
to fill your home with meaningful mementos and things
that inspire you.

SHOW YOURSELF
You have likely accumulated a highly personal collection or
two that says a lot about what brings you happiness. Putting
these items on display will not only make your home feel
more like you, but will provide comfort and exude your
personality into the space. Added bonus: These are great
conversation-starters.
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PRO TIP: Avoid clutter by only displaying selections from your
collections, instead of the entire set. Display books on shelves as you
would showcase art. Books fill gaps nicely, and their artistic covers can
be featured in place of artwork. Continued on page 34

Come visit our showroom
4332 Drummond Rd, Niagara Falls ON
905.357.6333
www.onestopfireplaceshop.com
Why s e t t l e f o r o rd i n a r y w h e n yo u c a n h a ve E x t ra o rd i n a r y ! !

design ideas

CREATE COMFORT
Home is about achieving a heightened level of
efficiency, comfort and pleasure. These days, we
are experiencing our homes in a new way – as
a refuge from the world. Regardless of what’s
happening outside, our interiors should always
be the greatest escape of all, filled with things
we love and tailored to the way we live. This
may mean investing in that really beautiful but
equally expensive sofa if you enjoy lounging in
front of the television every evening, or finally
getting around to setting up that dedicated home
office that inspires you, instead of working from
the kitchen table.
Comfort can be created with some simple
considerations like lighting and ambience.
Adding candles, fresh florals and throws
draped over the sofa and chairs are some of the
easiest and most impactful ways to boost your
home’s comfort level.

Landscapes inspired
by your lifestyle

Serving the Greater Niagara Area

BE ADAPTIVE
The world is changing, and our homes have
to keep up. Adaptation starts with being
open to change and may take place as a
slow build (think technology through the
decades) or suddenly. We grow, and as our
circumstances change, our personal style,
collectables and lifestyles follow suit. Your
home may have represented your past self,
but it’s possible and very normal to change
over time. When you feel like your current
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décor has run its course, it’s time to restart the
decorating process and find new ways to bring
the new you into your home.
There’s a good reason that custom
continues to be the biggest interior trend, year
in and year out. Cookie-cutter fads come and
go. Look within for inspiration that stands the
test of time. An open mind and a good design
team can make your home truly yours – and
isn’t that what great design is all about? OH

905.892.6908

Call us at
dekorteslandscaping.com

DESIGN
AND
BUILD
Over the years, we’ve gained an invaluable body of landscaping knowledge – what
works, in which environments, and what will truly last through the years.

Building your vision of beautiful outdoor living

entertaining

MORE THAN JUST A TV

AT-HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

S T ORY CO N N I E J ES K E CRA N E
P H OT OG R AP H Y K EL LY H O RK O FF

PREPARING INDOOR SPACES
FOR RECHARGING AND FUN
For many of us, the end of warm weather this year carries some extra
wistfulness. Given the rollercoaster times, and with many of us still
working from home and/or sheltering extra family members, saying
goodbye to sunny outdoor spaces and heading inside is legitimately
more daunting.
From an interior design perspective, it makes paying attention to
our indoor spaces more crucial than ever. Leanne Mosquite of Leanne
Mosquite Design in Beamsville frames the goal for our spaces this way:
“Now everyone is going to come back indoors. And it’s going to be just
that idea of being comfortable and also an area where you feel safe and
you can relax and de-stress, because I find these times are adding stress
to people. So it’s about creating that sanctuary within the home.”

Available in sizes from 32" - 75"

Leanne Mosquite

So how to get there? Here are key considerations as we
find ourselves settling back indoors.

SPACE TO GATHER AND RETREAT
Leanne says the best designs today involve balance – where we
create spaces for both gathering and retreat in our dwellings.
Since the pandemic struck, she says, “There seems to be
more people in the space. And it’s not just on the weekend
or on a holiday, it’s every day. So it’s about creating areas
within that same footprint of the house where you can all be
together comfortably. So if you’re watching a movie, everybody
is comfortable. It’s not ‘Last man in has the worst seat
in the house.’ ”
On the flip side, Leanne advises homeowners to think about
creating retreat spaces, as well. Whether your family members
recharge over foosball and gaming, pumping iron or a cosy
fireside glass of pinot, Leanne advises some effort here. “Create
zones where, if you need to go and read a book quietly away from
the chaos, there are designated spaces for these activities. Be
mindful of making those secondary areas just as comfortable.”
Continued on page 38
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Interior Designer, ARIDO IDC
905.941.6063 | leannemosquitedesign.com

TV . HI-FI . HOME THEATRE
MULTI-ROOM AUDIO
CUSTOM DESIGN SOLUTIONS
FULL SERVICE INSTALLATION
IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS
We have implemented enhanced health
and safety measures to ensure a safe
in-store shopping experience
Curbside Pickup is also available,
if preferred, or shop our website

130 Thorold Rd, Welland
Refined Spaces. Cultivated Style. Superior Service.

www.thomastv.com

Leanne Mosquite

905.788.3221

Interior Designer, ARIDO IDC
905.941.6063 leannemosquitedesign.com

entertaining
dreaming of home ... your character, your style

EXTENDING OUTDOOR TIME
While summer is prime outdoor time,
Courtney Walychuck, marketing
manager with Pioneer Family Pools in
Burlington, says there are also fun ways
to keep enjoying your outdoor space as
it gets frosty. Besides hot tubs, Courtney
says swim spas have become very popular
as well. “It is really like a year-round
pool.” Additionally, she suggests adding
heaters or fire tables and comfortable
sectionals or seating to your outdoor
space, “to create an entertainment space
for your family to cosy up in.”

new homes

baths/kitchens

renovations

additions

SOFTNESS
While open-concept areas are wonderful for gathering, with more
bodies at home, Leanne says noise and echo have emerged as more
pressing issues. This may be felt most keenly in newer homes, she
says, where homeowners sometimes have gone “all in on the build but
haven’t followed through on the furnishing end yet.”
Solutions, says Leanne, are relatively easy to achieve via some
carefully thought-out purchases. She recommends considering
foot traffic, product quality and durability of materials before you
invest. Beyond that, “It’s about soft furnishings – area rugs, window
treatments, drapery panels – adding a dampening layer so when there
are six to eight people in the space the sound doesn’t reverberate.”

1500W Standing
Infrared Heater
Westport Square Fire Table

9 0 5 . 5 6 3 . 7 6 8 1

Exeter Standing Fire Column

Finally, while not strictly design advice,
industry players all stress the need to
fold some patience into our plans right
now. On the retail side, Courtney says
with hot-ticket items like pools, hot
tubs and swim spas, supply has been an
issue owing to both incredible consumer
demand and to manufacturer delays,
so plan ahead.
Overall, Leanne recommends a
twofold approach – looking at what
you can do now in terms of short-term
updates, and then adding some patience
and longer timelines around larger
projects like renovations. Builders and
contractors, she says, are busier than
ever. “We’re finding that in these times
the building industry has not stopped;
it is still swamped. Everyone is still
really busy.” OH
FALL/WINTER 2020/21
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IMPORTED FROM ABSOLUTELY NOWHERE

SwimCross Exercise System
from Endless Pools

PATIENCE
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Exclusive builder of the Estate Collection at Lookout Point. Contact us today to design and build your dream home here!

DUnn
’S
Furniture
Fashions

Solid Wood • Leather • Upholstery

255 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines
905-684-9414 • dunnsfurniture.ca

For 66 years, unsurpassed quality & exceptional value ... that’s Dunn’s

spotlight
P H OT OG RAP H Y K EL LY HO R K O FF

THE STYLE
Over the years, Hamiltons of
Pelham has carved a niche as the
place to go to for unique and
exclusive items, including Shona
art (or Zimbabwean sculpture),
MOVA Globes, which combine
art and science and spin in the
sun’s light, and ceramic pots
from Crete, Vietnam, Turkey and
Spain. Every taste and style can
find something to love.

THE TREND
People are seeking out more and more of the beautiful
pieces for which Hamiltons of Pelham is known. The desire
for distinctive Shona art or those serene MOVA Globes
is rooted in an effort to create more comfort and joy at
home this year. “Our customers want to enjoy and beautify
their homes, where they are spending more and more
time,” Heather says. “We hope to offer people that special
something that adds some joy and awe to the everyday.”

ALL
Family
IN THE

THE PLACE
Heather Hamilton has always had a strong entrepreneurial spirit. It
was something she discovered while running a restaurant and pub
in the Kawarthas for 13 years. And it’s something she rediscovered
when she took the reins at Hamiltons of Pelham, the home,
garden décor and gift store founded by her parents, Janet and
Dick, who have now retired. It’s an exciting change, but dedication
to offering premium, unique products and service remains at the
heart of the family business. Heather brings more than 30 years of
customer service experience with her. “The whole world changed in
a heartbeat and I decided it was a good time for me to pursue my
passion,” Heather says. “I love our established customer base, and
can’t wait to keep welcoming new faces to our shop and sculpture
garden. I’m really excited about this.”
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THE NEWS
Heather knows people shop differently
these days, so a greater online presence
for people to discover what’s available at
the store is in the works for those who want
to discover art and décor from across the
globe. Still, the focus will always remain
on customer service and creating an
unparalleled shopping experience only
available at an independent retailer. “At
these times, it is so important to focus on
local business – and a great opportunity
to discover what’s in your own backyard,”
Heather says. “Our family seeks to provide
the special experience and feeling you can
only get at a local, family place.” OH

Get There
Janet and Dick

306 Canboro Rd., Ridgeville
289.897.8444 | hamiltonsofpelham.com
ourhomes
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gardening

Climbing

HIGH
STORY MELAN I E R E KOL A

Vining plants are pretty
remarkable – they do an
amazing job of editing out
the garden ugly. Have a
dreadful shed, foul fence
or need some screening
from neighbours’ unsightly
garbage pile? There’s a vine
to fix that!

Every garden could be better with the addition of a vine, as vines do what other plants
cannot. For example, sometimes you need a tall green textural backdrop but don’t have
the width to accommodate a tree. This is where vines can shine. Vines can also become a
beautiful focal point when trained on an arbour or around a doorway. To walk through an
arbour concealed by green climbers feels like walking into an alternate realm. It’s a truly
magical experience. But all that gorgeous magic aside, it’s their vining, twining, climbing
(and even strangling) nature that can make vines scary for some. That’s where choosing
the right vine for the right place is vital.

(Hydrangea anomala ssp.
petiolaris)

Everyone loves hydrangea, and it even
comes in a vine form. This striking beauty
clings to vertical walls with ease but
prefers a shady spot. It’s slow to grow and
bloom, but once it does you’ll be graced
with huge white blossoms sure to attract
many neighbourhood gawkers.

CLEMATIS

PHOTO: MELANIE REKOLA

Delicate clematis boasts blossoms in all
kinds of shapes and colours – there really
is one for every taste. Its moderate coiling
habit requires a slim support and some
help and training to get this gentle beauty
off to the right start. Various varieties
require different pruning and care, so read
those labels carefully when choosing.

DUTCHMAN’S PIPE

(Aristolochia macrophylla)

BOSTON IVY

TRUMPET VINE

You’re probably already familiar with this
vine from imagery of buildings at American
Ivy League universities covered in Boston
ivy; it’s where the nickname Ivy League
came from. This ivy has a nice tight-and-tidy
habit with leaves that open reddish, turn
green in summer then revert back to red
in fall. It attaches to vertical walls easily
and forms a dense screen. Contrary to
popular belief, Boston ivy doesn’t degrade
brickwork but actually protects it from the
elements, assuming your brickwork is intact
and in good shape to begin with. Yes, you
eventually will have to cut it out yearly from
around your windows and soffits but beauty
almost always takes some effort, doesn’t it?

The trumpet vine is extremely
long-blooming with gorgeous
orange trumpet-shaped
blossoms adored by bees and
hummingbirds alike. It has lovely
lacy leaves and a strong twining
habit that requires a sturdy
support. This beauty is extremely
vigorous and will strangle any tree
or shrub if planted too close. It
often suckers, too, so it’s best to
plant in a contained area. It can
take time to really get growing and
takes some years before blooms
appear but it’s so rewarding for
those who are patient.

(Parthenocissus tricuspidata)
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Your Dream Space awaitS

our design + build team prides itself on creating personalized outdoor spaces that inspire our clients’ unique
lifestyle. Keeping current with the latest landscaping trends, we use only the highest quality products to
construct our award winning landscapes. whether you’re looking to design a garden, construct a patio area, or
create an entire outdoor living space, our design + build team can help bring your dreams into reality.

Generally grown for its huge heart-shaped
leaves, this vigorous, fast-growing twiner
requires a robust support to grow and
look its best.

(Campsis radicans)

If planting permanent vines is just too scary
to consider, there are quite a few lovely annual
vines that require no commitment. All that’s
needed is a lightweight trellis, some inexpensive
seeds and some watering care in the initial
stages. A few of my favorites to sow directly
in the garden after danger of frost are: scarlet
runner bean, morning glory, moon flower, sweet
pea and nasturtium. Go get your vine on. OH

DeSiGN + BuiLD Since 2001
905.468.9557
www.treeamigos.ca

#10 Henegan Rd, PO Box 1222, Virgil | info@treeamigos.ca

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer.
Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

feature

THE HOUSE
THAT

Bill Built
S T ORY DE N IS E WILLS O N | P H OT OGRAP H Y K E LLY HO R K OF F

When Bill and Janet Jones’s retirement came closer to
reality, they looked forward to settling into their newly built
country home in Lowbanks, tucked between Dunnville and
Port Colborne and a short walk to the shores of Lake Erie.
Janet lovingly describes their custom built home as
“The house that Bill built.”
Continued on page 46

The homeowners followed weather patterns
for a year in order to decide how best
to situate their home on the property.
OPPOSITE: Janet and Bill Jones on the
doorstep of their Lowbanks home.
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“THE HAND-CUT BEAMS IN
THE CEILING AND MANTEL
ARE A TRIBUTE AND CONSTANT
REMINDER OF THE HARD WORK
OF THE PIONEERS AND FARMERS
WHO CAME BEFORE US.” –Bill Jones

Cathedral ceilings in some rooms, accented
with hand-hewn beams, create airiness and
add to the feel of this pioneer-inspired home.
RIGHT: A breakfast bar creates more space
and storage in the kitchen.

The kitchen features ample quartz
countertop space and a pantry to ensure
room enough to work and entertain.

THEIR “PIONEER-INSPIRED” HOME is set back within a pine
plantation, hidden by evergreens and vegetation. A winding road leads
to their 2,650 sq. ft. bungalow and a large pond. The home boasts a
blend of traditional and contemporary details within a stone-and-pine
timber facade by van Osch and Co. It’s a look that blends with
nature’s vista rather than competing for attention.
Bill designed the house years before finding the land in 2016. The
couple proceeded to construct a road, establish a clearing then paused for
a year to properly orientate the footprint to gain the maximum benefits
of all four seasons. In doing so they were able to understand how the
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view and weather patterns changed throughout the year. The couple
built the home as a warm and inviting place to gather loved ones in their
golden years. “We designed the house with our older age in mind,” Janet
says. “We even considered live-in nursing, should we ever need help.”
After working together for 25 years and renovating many homes,
Janet and Bill knew what they wanted. Bill was raised on a farm
and Janet was a city girl, but both yearned for stress-free living in a
secluded oasis. The couple love to gather their seven children and
seven grandchildren to play outdoors, walk the many trails and
enjoy the pond.

“Our kids all live within a two-hour drive, so
they come for long visits and call it the resort,”
Janet says with a laugh. “We love having the
space to gather the entire clan.” They also enjoy
entertaining and have hosted friends from all
over the country.
The couple created an open-concept floor plan
that includes 10-foot ceilings (some coffered), cove
lighting features and cathedral ceilings in the great
room and sunroom. Their general contractor, John
L Cowan Ltd. provided direction to the selected
trades. Light floods the sunroom and great room,
and the wall-to-wall windows have coverings
from The Paint Can. Continued on page 48
ourhomes
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The sunroom off the master
bedroom helps create a
connection to the outdoors.
OPPOSITE, TOP: A two-way
fireplace breaks up the large
space and adds warmth in
the sunroom. BOTTOM:
The laundry room and mudroom.

A hot tub in
the sunroom
creates that
retreat feel
at home.

Heated floors in the basement and
sunroom maintain an even temperature
year-round, and the hot tub is positioned
in the sunroom off the master bedroom to
take in the breathtaking view. Top Shelf
Masonry nestled a Home Comfort natural
gas fireplace into natural stone provided
by Burnstein Brick. The mantel is a solid
piece of hand-cut pine from a local barn
dating back to 1890.
“The hand-cut beams in the ceiling and
mantel are a tribute and constant reminder
of the hard work of the pioneers and farmers
who came before us,” says Bill. “They are
deserving of our respect.”
Reclaimed wood is prominent in the
kitchen. “One of my favourite features is the
kitchen’s large island topped with quartz,
and the decorative drop-ceiling made of
hemlock boards (dating back to the mid
1800s) that Bill calls a flyover,” Janet explains.
The hemlock, purchased from the

“WE LOVE THE OPEN
KITCHEN, LIVING ROOM
AND SUNROOM. WHEN
EVERYONE IS OVER, IT’S
ORGANIZED CHAOS.”
–Janet Jones

Barnboardstore, was also used to add
dimension and character to the pantry
walls, vividly displaying the original saw
cuts. The traditional kitchen, built by
Hampton Kitchens, incorporates a sixburner LG range top, two wall ovens, a
built-in microwave, a large apron sink and a
refrigerator/freezer combo that disappears
into the hand-glazed cabinetry. A breakfast
bar and walk-in butler’s pantry ensure no
shortage of storage or counter space when
cooking for a crowd.
Custom-cut quartz tops the island and
surrounding countertops, while counters in
the laundry room, bathrooms and mudroom
were supplied and installed by First In
Counters. Cabinets by Timberwood
Custom Kitchens finish the laundry
room. The kitchen backsplash is faced with
traditional stone supplied and installed by
Alfieri Floor Experts, who also supplied
the flooring throughout the home.
Continued on page 50
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fREE

IN-HOME
CONSULT
ATION

The master suite is connected to the sunroom with all its
relaxing amenities. BELOW LEFT: A two-person shower was
built in the en suite. BELOW RIGHT: A wall of natural fossil
stone creates a neutral palette in the en suite while honouring
the land on which the home was built.

“I really enjoyed working with Mike and
his team at Alfieri Floor Experts,” Bill says.
“They are second-to-none when it comes to
customer service.” Vinyl plank flooring was
chosen for its barn board look and its ability to
resist and hide scuffs from the flow of family,
friends and their four-legged loved ones.
“We love the open kitchen, living room and
sunroom,” Janet says. “When everyone is over,
it’s organized chaos.”
City Lightz provided the lighting and
ceiling fans used throughout the home.
Interior and exterior doors and front-gate
hardware were provided by Regional
Doors & Hardware.
The finished lower level is put to good use
as well. There’s a big-screen TV for movie
nights, a fitness hub, sauna and a massive play
area for the kids to have fun. The heated floors
allow the kids to play ping pong, billiards and
shuffleboard in their bare feet before relaxing
in the lounge area. Continued on page 52
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905.735.1288

19 Lincoln Street, Welland ON

www.thepaintcan.ca

feature

LEFT: The back deck
off the sunroom and
master suite. BOTTOM
LEFT: Barn board used
throughout the home
honours the people who
lived on and worked the
land. BOTTOM RIGHT:
The games and fitness
room on the lower level
features heated floors to
keep feet warm.

And when Janet and Bill need time to relax, they retreat to the
large master bedroom and bathroom that overlooks the pond. The
freestanding oval tub stands in front of a wall of natural fossil stone and
is flanked by glass doors leading to a shower built for two.
Heating and cooling systems were supplied and installed by Dolan
Enterprises Ltd.
There is no doubt the house that Bill built suits both family and
friends perfectly. It’s a resort to some and a natural fit within its
environment. Janet and Bill just like to call it home. OH

SOURCE GUIDE
• Alfieri Floor Experts • Barnboardstore • Burnstein Brick
• City Lightz • Dolan Enterprises Ltd. • First In Counters
• John L. Cowan Ltd. • Oosterhof Concrete Forming
• Regional Doors & Hardware • The Paint Can • Timberwood
Cabinets • Top Shelf Masonry • van Osch and Co.

BRICK RESTORATION

STONE MASONRY

CHIMNEY REBUILD

Contact us today and let
us work with you to design,
repair, or build the masonry
project you want.
NEW CONSTRUCTION

FIREPLACE CONSTRUCTION

Top Shelf Masonry has been serving Southern Ontario as masonry trade
professionals since 2010. We have experience with all types of masonry projects
from new construction, restoration, and custom design/build. We are local
young professionals looking to maintain our high standard of craftsmanship
with pride in our work. We look forward to sharing our trade with you.
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289.442.2313

TopShelfMasonry.ca

real estate

van Osch & Co

176 Bunting Rd
St. Catharines
905.685.9797
burnsteinbrick.com

Building and Design Inc.

How COVID-19 is

IMPACTING
HOME DESIGN
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PHOTO: SANDY MACKAY

When COVID-19 hit, our homes,
essentially overnight, were asked to
function in ways they’d never had to
before. On a purely practical level, for
homeowners, all those hours we’ve spent
at home – in Zoom meetings, coaxing
sourdough starter, agonizing over math
homework, gathering for family movie
nights – have given us an unprecedented
chance to take stock. What works well
here? What room drives me crazy?
What’s tired or just not working?
After speaking with Ontario
homeowners, it’s clear many of us have
moved beyond the “thinking about
it” stage to making it happen. “I have
never been this busy!” says Rob Abbott
of Great Lakes Custom Homes. Based
in Craigleith, Abbott says he’s seeing
brisk demand and a flurry of pandemicinspired requests from homeowners for
quotes on renovations and builds.
In the Ottawa area, Ryan Blackwell of
Blackwell Renovations has experienced
a similar rush. “It’s kind of crazy. This
year the amount of estimates that I’m
doing has spiked.”
From a real estate perspective,
whether you plan to buy or sell in the
near future, or simply want to enjoy
your home while building equity, it’s
important to understand how much
homeowner priorities have shifted
during the pandemic.
With that thought in mind, we asked
Rob Abbott (whose client projects are
rural) and Blackwell (whose work is more
urban-focused) how this great period of
global unease is impacting home design.
Here are several trends they noted:
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S T ORY CO N N I E J ES K E CRA N E

ENHANCED
HOME OFFICES
Not surprisingly, with many
workers today still mandated to
work from home, builders see big
and likely lasting impact here.
Ryan Blackwell says he’s had
multiple quote requests recently
for home offices in and around
Ottawa, adding, “That’s not
usually a focal point.”
In Craigleith, Rob Abbott is
also fielding quotes for home
offices. He says the all-important
twist today is that clients want
such spaces designed for much
more dedicated use. “People
now don’t just want just a flex
space for their office, they
want somewhere where, when
they shut the door, they don’t
hear anybody.”

Van Osch & Co. is based in Cayuga, Ontario and specializes
in the craftsmanship of timber framing. This historical form
of construction uses large wooden posts and beams secured
with oak pegs. Timber frames add integrity and unmatched
beauty to both residential and commercial buildings.

TIMBER FRAME

BRICK n CULTURED STONE
NATURAL STONE MASONRY
n NATURAL STONE LANDSCAPING
n

n

Niagara’s Finest Quality Brick & Brick Ideas

www.vanoschandcompany.com

THE NAME SAYS IT ALL

GENERAL
UPDATING
Offices aside, Ryan Blackwell
says the pandemic isn’t fuelling
one particular type of job
request. What he sees instead
is an overall reprioritization. “I
think the common trend is that
people are living in it and they
realize now that they’re sick of
it. They see their space all the
time. Their kitchen is drab and
they’ve been wanting to do it for
a while. It’s just they’re taking the
opportunity now.” Continued on page 56

Quartz • Granite • Marble
905-899-Stone (7866)
w w w . f i r s t i n c o u n t e r s . c a

72000 Regional Road 24 ( Victoria Ave ) Wainfleet, On. - ( Located At the corner of Regional Road 24 & 27 )

OUTDOOR
STRUCTURES

Hamiltons of Pelham
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Beyond their so-familiar four walls, Rob Abbott
also sees clients casting a critical gaze to their
outdoor spaces. From screened-in porches and
sunrooms, to decks, pavilions, cabanas and
gazebos, he says clients are keen to expand their
outdoor entertainment areas, nudge their kids
away from screens and encourage fresh-air family
fun. “People are building outdoors like crazy.”
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distinctive designs
heavy timber trusses
tables | mantles
shelves | pergolas
& more
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FREE ESTIMATES CALL:

Wade Daboll
905.641.8337
RIDGEVILLE, ONTARIO

Top Quality Soils & Mulch
Aggregates
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SEPARATE
LIVING QUARTERS

Landscaping Projects –
Design & Consultation

In his urban setting, Ryan Blackwell says he’s also seen
more homeowners make sizable investments to carve
out apartments either in their home’s basement or attic
space, generally to provide a source of supplementary
income. “Our market has stayed pretty strong, and
people have noticed that, so they’re not as scared to
pull the equity or reinvest,” he says.
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Quality Garden &
Landcaping Supplies
Great selection trees,
plants, flowers, rocks
Levelling
Sodding
Seeding
Fencing
Drainage Solutions
Building Projects
– pergolas, decks, etc.

GARDEN POTS

UTILIZING BASEMENT OR ATTIC
SPACES TO CREATE APARTMENTS
CAN PROVIDE A SOURCE OF
SUPPLEMENTARY INCOME.

Your “One Stop Shop” for Landscape Supplies
PHOTO: ONICAP

UPGRADING
RECREATIONAL PROPERTY
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By contrast, in the country, Rob Abbott says since the pandemic he’s
noticed far more city dwellers on the hunt for rural properties. As for those
who already own recreational properties outside the city, he says many
are renovating big time. “Some are now at the precipice of deciding, ‘Do
I ever go back to the office or do I just stay at my 4,000 square-foot chalet
and never go back to Toronto?’” With families hunkering down in their
chalets and cottages, Rob Abbott says he’s gotten requests for everything
from enclosing kids’ loft spaces and redoing bedrooms and basements to
adding bathrooms and building pricey multi-storey additions. “People are
spending so much time up here, they’re now wanting to update or finish
spaces in the home that they never bothered to do before.” OH

181 South Service Rd, Grimsby
905.512.3274 • 905.978.3274
kmharink@gmail.com • grimsbysoilandmulch.ca

Advertise With Us

UKAMA SCULPTURE

WOODSTOCK
CHIMES

SOLAR POWERED MOVA GLOBE

Garden Planters • stone & Metal sculPtures
Glass art • art Prints • inuit carvinGs & More

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect,
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Marie Gallagher Account Executive

T: 905.399.0717 E: marie.gallagher@ourhomes.ca

289.897.8444
hamiltonsofpelham@cogeco.net
306 Canboro Rd, Ridgeville, Pelham L0S 1M0

www.hamiltonsofpelham.com

crafty ideas

BLEACH PINE CONES

1
2

In a well-ventilated space,
preferably outside, don your
old clothing, rubber gloves and
safety glasses.
Add dry pine cones to a bucket.
Fill the bucket, one third from the
top, with one part water and two
parts bleach.

3

Carefully place a plate over the
pine cones, pushing down gently,
to keep them submerged in the
solution. Put the bucket in a safe place,
out of reach of children and pets, for
24-72 hours. Check your pine cones every
24 hours and leave longer if needed, up
to 72 hours. Pine cones will appear lighter
in colour when they are ready to remove
from the bleach solution.

BLEACHED
PINE CONE

garland
PROJ E CT A N D PHO TO G R A PHY
TARA C H ATTE L L

THIS BLEACHED PINE CONE GARLAND IS EASY
TO MAKE AND WILL ADD UNDERSTATED,
NATURAL BEAUTY TO YOUR HOLIDAY DÉCOR.
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TOOLS & MATERIALS
Dry Pine Cones
Long Rubber Gloves
Safety Glasses
Old Clothing
Bleach
Water

ASSEMBLE GARLAND

5
6

8

7

9

Cut a long piece of jute twine,
a few inches longer than you’d
like your final garland to be.

Continue attaching pine cones,
evenly spaced along the twine,
until you near the other end.

Begin by tying a loop at one
end of your twine.

A few inches down from the
loop, attach the first pine cone
by wrapping the twine around
the top of the pine cone and knotting.

Finish the end by tying another
loop. The loops can be used for
hanging your finished garland.

4

Carefully remove the pine cones
from the bleach solution and
place them outdoors to dry, on a
surface that won’t be damaged by the
bleach. The pine cones will close while
sitting in the bleach solution; once they
have fully dried and reopened, they’re
ready to use for crafting.

Bucket
Large Plate (no longer
used for food)
Scissors
Jute Twine

Use your finished garland to decorate your tree, mantel,
buffet or stair railing. Happy holidays!
OH
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Dear Pro

ADVICE FOR
CLIENTS:
Trust your
builder; they know
what they’re
doing.

P H OT OG RAP H Y
K EL LY H O RK O FF AN D JO E L S MIT H

OUR PROS OFFER SAGE ADVICE FOR EVERYONE –
FROM GREEN THUMBS TO THOSE IN THE MARKET
FOR A NEW HOME.
AT WORK
First Task: Sanitize all
surfaces. Inspiration: See each
new day as a gift, and garden your
heart out! Advice For Clients:
Buy quality soil because that’s
the successful foundation of
any garden.

KLAAS & MARG
HARINK CO-OWNERS
WITH
TOMMY THE GREETER
Grimsby Soil and Mulch
We started Grimsby Soil and Mulch
in the spring of 2014. We supply
high quality soils, mulch, aggregates,
Armourstone and flagstone, along with
trees, shrubs and perennial plants to
local communities and landscapers.
Our company has grown into a fullservice landscape company, offering free
consultations and expert advice on any
type of outdoor project, big or small.

AT HOME
Top of Jozina’s To-Do
List: Enjoy the great outdoors
as much as possible before winter
sets in. Debbie’s Home Style: Lots
of room for family and friends.
Yvonne’s Seasonal Joy: The fall
season brings crisp, clear air. It’s
perfect for walks and wideopen windows.

AT WORK
Jozina’s Professional

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Rural

Grimsby. Home Style:
Country chic. Seasonal
Joy: We find joy in every
season. Favourite Book:
The Bible.

Inspiration: Each client; a home
should enhance their lifestyle and
complement who they are. Debbie’s
Current Project: It changes every day.
Yvonne’s Words To Live By: Just
one small positive thought in the
morning can change your
whole day.

JOZINA TER HARMSEL,
DEBBIE GILLEN,
YVONNE HENDRIKS,
DARREN HENDRIKS,
FRANK PEARSON &
GREG JONAH
Homes by Hendriks, Jordan
As a multi-generational homebuilder, Homes by Hendriks
is on a mission to build luxury homes for memorable lives.
Everyone has a vision for their best life. Maybe your ultimate
playground is a beautiful chef’s kitchen, or you’ve been
picturing the holidays at your house where every room is filled
with warm celebrations and laughter. Your dreams aren’t
cookie-cutter and your home shouldn’t be, either.
Continued on page 62
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ADVICE FOR
CLIENTS:
Know what you’re
getting into and
get it in writing.

YOUR

GOOD
DEED
FOR THE DAY
Due to Covid-19, the Junior League of
Hamilton-Burlington’s primary fundraiser,
the Holiday House Tour, had to be cancelled
for 2020. 13th Street Winery has generously
stepped up to help. That’s where you come in!
From Nov. 13-30, 13th Street Winery is
donating a portion of their wine sales to the
Junior League of Hamilton-Burlington.
So buy some wine, support a great cause, and
earn the chance to win prizes!
Think Christmas gifts, Covid survival kits...

Buying wine will be your good deed for the day!
AT WORK

Between Nov 13 and Nov. 30, order wine online or in-store at 13th
Street Winery using the code HHTour2020.
You’ll earn the chance to win great prizes and the Junior League will
earn 15% of the proceeds!

Dave’s Professional
Inspiration: Stay positive.
What’s On-Trend For Brent:

Toilet bidet seats and heat
pumps. Ted’s Morning
Motivation: Coffee.

The Junior League of
Hamilton-Burlington
(JLHB) is an organization
of unstoppable women
with a shared desire to
improve our communities.

AT HOME
Dave’s Home Style:

DAVE HARVEY
HVAC MANAGER

BRENT DIGWEED
GENERAL MANAGER

& TED KONKLE
OWNER

Konkle Plumbing & Heating, Beamsville
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Ted started Konkle
Plumbing & Heating in 1981
when he was 25 years old.
He apprenticed at Schill
and Beninger Ltd., and
then struck out on his own,
renting a garage for $125 a
month. We moved to our
current location in 1986.

Bungalow. Brent’s

Since 1934, the JLHB
has donated well over $1
million dollars to support
areas of need within the
Hamilton-Burlington
community.

Neighbourhood: Wine

Country. Best Part Of The
Season For Ted: Pumpkin
pie with ice cream.

www.13thStreetWinery.com

Interested in
learning more?
Visit juniorleague.ca or call
289.239.6806 (office open
Tuesdays and Thursdays).

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF

HAMILTON-BURLINGTON

www.juniorleague.ca
Continued on page 64

people
AT HOME
Neighbourhood:

St. Catharines. Home Style:
If we were to build today,
something ultra-modern. Seasonal
Joy: Usually travel to our hometown
in Italy for the Grape Festival, or
Arizona or Florida for a bit of
golf. Favourite Movie:
Goodfellas.

JOAN & JERRY
RINALDI
OWNERS

Rinaldi Homes, St. Catharines
Since 1987, Rinaldi Homes has
provided a hands-on approach and
a high level of personal involvement
during each step of the building
process. Integrity, perseverance and
work ethic are just a few of the values
that have led this third-generation
family business to success. We
build 40 to 50 homes per year and
we’re proud to put our name on
every single one.

AT WORK
Company Philosophy:

ADVICE:
Research the
builder, what
you want in your
home and your
budget.

When you build with us, you truly
become part of the family. Inspiration:
Exploring and learning from what’s
happening in different parts of the world
and bringing that back to our company and
designs. What’s New: With the pandemic,
our home designs feature comfortable
work-from-home spaces and
more year-round outdoor
living space.

O P E N : B Y A P P O I N T M E N T O N LY
Continued on page 66
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ADVICE:
Get what you
want. No one
regrets getting
what they
really want.

Learn more at andersenwindows.com/400series

AT WORK
Morning Routine:
Elaine: Return calls and

emails first. Bill: Coffee. Words To
Work By: Respect and best efforts.
What’s New: Wizard retractable

shade and screens; sunrooms
available in grey. StruXure
Pergolas are also gaining
popularity.

ELAINE
SNELL

OFFICE MANAGER

WILLIAM
HIND
PRESIDENT

Aztec Enclosures, Welland
Aztec Enclosures has had many
faces since 1981. We started in
Dunnville as Advantage Sunroom,
manufacturing stick-built rooms
for recreational vehicles. We
eventually moved to Welland and
rebranded as Aztec Enclosures,
transitioning from the RV market
to the home renovation category.
We’ve always served the Niagara
region and haven’t looked back.
Our showroom is a standout. It
both informs and inspires.

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.
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IT’S NOT JUST A WINDOW,
IT’S PEACE OF MIND.
AT HOME
Neighbourhood:

Fortunate to live in a mature
neighbourhood with a tree-lined
street. Home Style: Traditional, but
love steam punk. Seasonal Joy: Bill:
Floating in the pool. Elaine: Bill
floating in the pool. Favourite
Room: Sunroom, of
course. OH

For over 115 years, people have relied on Andersen. With over 100 million windows installed, no other
windows are in more homes than the Andersen® 400 Series. With its innovative blend of craftsmanship
and style, Andersen is the most trusted and recommended brand among residential homeowners.*
*2018 U.S. Brand Study of Andersen and Renewal by Andersen brands vs. competitive brands.
“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.

SOURCE IT

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN THE
NIAGARA REGION AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

SOURCE IT

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN THE
NIAGARA REGION AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

Furniture, Draperies and Blinds

THE PERFECT PLEAT

TOP SHELF MASONRY INC

TREE AMIGOS LANDSCAPING

STONEY CREEK FURNITURE

At SWI we treat attention to
detail as an art form.
Our seamstresses have
decades of experience in
creating exquisite things out
of textiles.
The entire SWI team is
involved, from the moment
a project comes through our
door, through to installation
– making sure that quality
and workmanship remain
paramount.
The process from creation
to installation happens under
our roof and watchful eyes. We
at SWI know that beauty is all
in the details.
From custom bedding,
drapery, blinds and upholstery,
we not only design your
spaces, we manufacture these
things in-house, monitoring
the process from start to finish,
which allows us to consistently
deliver the finest custom
products in Niagara.
We look forward to creating
with you!
347 Airport Rd, Unit 3,
Niagara-on-the-Lake
swi.design
905.708.4784
Celebrating over a decade
of nurturing comfort +
confidence in our clients

When you’re looking to build
or restore masonry on or in
your home you want quality
craftsmanship. Whether it’s
brickwork on the front porch
or stonework on the fireplace,
you want clean, professional
results.
At Top Shelf Masonry we
know the masonry is the focal
point of a home. We love what
we do, and we take pride in
our work. Let us show you how
a professional mason, not just
a bricklayer, can build what
you desire, on time, and on
budget.
We’re journeymen of our
brick and stone trade, but also
come with historic restoration
experience. We can take on
the simple projects of brick
and manufactured stone
veneer walls, or build you the
fireplace or feature you’re
dreaming of.
We grew up playing hockey
like your typical Canadian kids,
and that’s where we came up
with the name Top Shelf. We
also know that’s where you
keep the good stuff! Let us
discuss your project and show
you what we can do for you.
We are in the Ancaster area
and service the GTHA and
Niagara/Norfolk region as
well.
We look forward to working
for you; hire us!
289.442.2313
topshelfmasonry.ca

Now more than ever, people
are really utilizing their outdoor
space as an extension for living
and entertaining. These are
some of the trends we are
now seeing:
• PAVILIONS AND SHADE
STRUCTURES are enabling
people to enjoy spending time
outside lounging and dining
while being protected from the
sun and inclement weather.
• POOLS have become
popular as a way of bringing
fun and fitness to your own
backyard.
• GARDENING has become
an interest and hobby in
addition to enhancing the
aesthetic of your home. More
people are getting outside and
enjoying gardening whether it
be installing beautiful perennials,
low maintenance shrubs, large
trees or perhaps sneaking in a
few vegetables.
• FIRE FEATURES extend
the time spent outside well into
the fall. The temperate weather
conditions in the Niagara area
can even extend the use of fire
features into the winter months.
• WATER FEATURES add
the soothing sound element
of water. There are a variety of
water feature options ranging
from a sheer decent water wall
to a calming trickle from a basin
or spout.
Tree Amigos Landscaping
is the design/build landscaping
company that can help turn your
outside spaces into a fun and
functional living oasis.
905.468.9557 | treeamigos.ca

Stoney Creek Furniture offers an
unequalled selection of quality,
inspired living, dining and bedroom
furniture, mattresses and so much
more. Shop over 100,000 sq. ft.
of fresh looks in our Vaughan and
Stoney Creek showrooms, where you
can browse safely and comfortably.
Whether you’re looking for
the perfect investment piece or
an on-trend accessory, we have
the largest and latest selection
of designer furniture from
contemporary to traditional and
everything in between for every
budget and style.
With over 50 years in business,
President Jim Fee credits his
staff as playing a key role in this
achievement. “The experience
of shopping at a family-owned,
family-run business, versus a big
box, comes down to the people
working there,” says Fee. “A
significant amount of Stoney
Creek Furniture’s staff have been
with the company anywhere
between ten to thirty years, a fact
that has been instrumental in
creating the commitment, family
feel, and enthusiasm that exists
at both the Stoney Creek and
Vaughan locations. People coming
into the store sense a different
vibe here. Because we are not
commission-based, customers feel
comfortable browsing in our relaxed
environment.”
We also offer professional
design services. Our team can
help you design your home and
provide inspiration. Whether you are
furnishing a room or a full house, we
can create the look you’ll love.
395 Lewis Rd, Stoney Creek
and 7979 Weston Rd, Vaughan
1.800.263.8575
stoneycreekfurniture.com

(Please see ad on pg 19)

(Please see ad on pg 53)

(Please see ad on pg 43)

LEANNE MOSQUITE DESIGN
– DETAIL DRIVEN INTERIOR
DESIGN • REFINED SPACES,
CULTIVATED STYLE, SUPERIOR
SERVICE

INTERIORS BY BETTER SHADE

ENNS CABINETRY

COLOUR & DESIGN CENTER

Leanne Mosquite Design offers
creative concepts for your design
aspirations. As a long-time
member of ARIDO and IDC,
LMD believes in the practices
and professionalism an interior
designer can bring to a project.
As a full-service interior design
firm, LMD explores the potential
of your space and creates design
solutions that maximize the
function and aesthetic of each
project, large or small.
Floor plans and 3-D images
with renderings help LMD to
give you the visuals to see the
potential of your space. LMD
approaches each project as
an opportunity to transform
the clients’ wishes to reality,
while proposing a dash of the
unexpected.
Running a successful design
business for 13 years has allowed
LMD to pair with exceptional
local trades and suppliers to
complete refined renovations and
custom new builds.
The build-out is where LMD
excels. A hands-on approach and
open communication facilitate a
successful outcome. Full scope
capabilities allow LMD to take
a project from conception to
completion right down to the
last detail of furnishings and
placement of accessories.
Connect with Leanne
Mosquite Design and explore the
design possibilities in your home.
leannemosquitedesign.com
design@leannemosquite.com
905.941.6063

Interiors By Better Shade is
a destination showroom for all
your interior design needs in
the Niagara peninsula. A stone’s
throw from Toronto and on the
way to your Niagara-on-the-Lake
getaway, we are Ontario’s largest
chair gallery with a beautiful
selection of furnishings for your
whole home at a better price.
Fourth-generation family
owned and operated since
our beginning in 1955, we
are renowned for our custom
window treatments made
on-site. From shutters to drapery,
and everything in between,
we have every type of blind
possible as well as a complete
and comprehensive display of
voice-activated Hunter Douglas
motorized shades.
Visit our inviting and
beautifully appointed showroom
to meet with our experienced
design team. In a relaxed,
no-pressure atmosphere we
will help your vision come
together with results that exceed
expectation and blend comfort
with functionality, making your
time at home more enjoyable.
From new builds, keeping that
fresh modern model home feel,
to helping renovate or update
a single room in your home,
buying local and shopping
Canadian-made is a stylish and
affordable option. From custom
dining sets to custom sofas,
sectionals, chairs and rugs, we
have the solution to make your
WHOLE HOME BETTER!
469 Glendale Ave,
St. Catharines | 905.227.4555
interiorsbybettershade.com
@interiorsbybettershade

Every person is unique, and
so is their design style. From
traditional, transitional, to the
growing contemporary design
trend, Enns Cabinetry strives
to stay at the forefront of many
different design preferences.
One such growing trend
is combining solid colour
cabinet doors with wood grain
accents – and vice versa. One
way to do this is “framing”
the cabinet with thick panels.
This makes each cabinet pop
off the wall by separating it
from the one next to it and can
also make your cabinets look
like a piece of art, delicately
placed in the perfect spot of
your room to draw your eye.
But this trend isn’t limited to
kitchens. It can be done in
home bars, bathrooms, and
even bedroom nightstands.
And the options for material
varies. There is the traditional
wood slab door, but the
industry is continually adding
new, more durable synthetic
products that can give you
peace of mind that they will
stand up for years to come – in
a variety of colours! Visit our
showroom or check out our
Instagram to see more.
36 Scott St W, St. Catharines
EnnsCabinetry.com
@EnnsCabinetry

Colour & Design Center
offers a variety of services
to our clients in the Niagara
Region.
We started out as a paint
and wallpaper store but have
evolved into a thriving Design
Center. Our colour experts
help choose the best colour
for your project or the best
fabric and design from Hunter
Douglas Window Coverings.
Why stop with windows and
walls?
We took the next step and
now offer up-to-date tile for
your backsplash, shower or
floor.
If ceramic is not your
preference for floors we have
engineered hardwood, vinyl
plank, vinyl click or the softest,
most plush carpet if that is
your vision. Certified installers
complete your project in
a professional and timely
manner.
Contact us today to visit our
store and discuss your design
needs. You know what you
like – let us guide you to the
right choices.
1233 Garrison Road, Fort Erie
905.871.5061
colour-design@cogeco.net
colour-design

(Please see ad on pg 37)

(Please see ads on pg 4, 5)

(Please see ad on pg 29)

(Please see ad on pg 35)

(Please see ad on pg 9)
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decorating

Layers of Light
Because night arrives more quickly in
winter, your home’s lighting plan is
more important than ever. Set the stage
for an elegant evening by illuminating
the exterior walkway and your front
door, and by highlighting all-season
gardens and landscape features. There’s
nothing prettier than a winter-bare tree
dressed in tiny glimmering lights.
Your interiors should include a
balanced mix of ambient, task and
accent lighting, which will add function
and comfort to your space. Ambient
lighting is the overall lighting in the
room, and typically comes in the form
of overhead lighting. Task lighting, as
its name implies, is meant to illuminate
tasks. At your party, this could be
lamps lighting the hors d’oeuvres table
or pendants above an improvised bar.
Last but not least, accent lighting will
illuminate special features, such as
artwork or a great piece of furniture.

TIP: Illuminating key living areas in
your home can subconsciously usher
your guests to the party. Light up the
refreshments area, bar, kitchen (if
your guests are welcome there), guest
bathroom and front entrance.
Continued on page 72

Designers and Builders
of Exceptional Living Spaces

D esi gn • Bui lD • Ren ovate • RemoD el

carlian
DESIGNERS & BUILDERS OF EXCEPTIONAL LIVING SPACES.

www.carliancontracting.ca • 905.359.0224

. CUSTOM HOMES
. RENOVATIONS
. ADDITIONS
. REWIRES

WE
ARE
RESIDENTIAL

. PANEL UPGRADES
. SERVICE WORK

for a Festive Holiday Season
ST O RY JENNI FER BAC KSTE I N

The secret to every successful
soiree is ambience, and designers
know lighting is absolutely
everything. This holiday season,
most families are planning more
intimate, smaller gatherings. Here
are my favourite tips for hosting a
simply sparkling and festive fête.
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JORDAN STATION . 905.562.5977

VERHOEFELECTRIC.COM

Experience Matters!

Since 1952

decorating
Your imagination is our template
and the possibilities are endless!

Fire It Up!

PHOTO: SANDY MACKAY

For instant evening glow, pick up a variety of jar
candles, tea light candles and battery-operated mini
lights to nestle in among tablescapes.
Light bulbs come in different colours and
temperatures. Neutral bulbs are also called “bright
white,” which lands somewhere between warm yellow
and cool blue, and is the preferred choice in living areas.
You can instantly warm up your home by swapping
out your bright whites with the slightly warmer “soft
white” option.
Above all, invest in dimmers throughout the key
areas of your home to control the level of light and mood
within the space.

the event with fresh greenery and
a simple string of twinkling white
lights and your favourite festive
accessories. Or keep it simple and
let the flame speak for itself.
If you don’t have a fireplace
and are considering installing one,
consult a professional for advice on
the best type of fireplace for your
space. Wood-burning, gas, electric –
each has its own unique benefits.

PHOTO: JASON HARTOG

There’s nothing quite like a
flickering fireplace on a blustery day.
The hearth is a natural gathering
place. Historically, the fireplace
was a hub for cooking, warmth and
light. As its functional applications
have waned over the years it’s
still a hot spot for entertaining. If
you’re having a small gathering, the
fireplace should be the focal point.
Style the fireplace mantel for

Kitchens . Vanities
Wall Units & More

Imagine your home,
totally organized!
Walk-in Closet

Come visit our newly redesigned
showroom for all of your home
custom cabinetry needs.

40 off Installation
%

10-2895 st. Paul ave, niagara Falls, on
905.358.8913 | www.milestonemillwork.com

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage or Home office unit.
Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.
With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer expires 12/31/2020.

NoW oFFERING
PHOTO: JASON HARTOG

TIP: If you don’t have
a fireplace or just want
to mimic this look for a
party, the warm glow
of a flickering flame
can be achieved with
candles and dimmer
switches. Strategically
placed mirrors will
amplify the amount of
light and visual warmth
in the room.

While wintertime and holiday parties may look a little different this year,
why not embrace them as they come and be thankful for what they are?
Time spent with your near and dear ones, under the right light, is the most
wonderful way to spend the festive season ahead. OH
FALL/WINTER 2020/21

15% off

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage
or Home office unit.
Not valid with any other offer. Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.
With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer not valid in all regions. offer expires 7/31/2020.

12 Month
Financing!

Garage Cabinets

With approved credit. Call or
ask your designer for details.

OUR inspiration
becomes YOUR reality

Home Office

Laundry Room

Home Tours, Style Ideas,
Recipes & DIYs
Follow OUR HOMES on Pinterest, Facebook
and Instagram for the latest updates
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Plus FREE

PLUS TAKE AN EXTRA

Bedroom Closet
PHOTO: STEPHANI BUCHMAN

Custom Closets
Garage Cabinets
Home Offices
Pantries
Laundry Rooms
Hobby Rooms

celebrating life at home

®

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

1-877-563-7799
www.closetsbydesign.ca

Follow us on

oHM

directory
OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estaterelated purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Jordan Station Design Co. Inc., 15
ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Hamiltons of Pelham, 57
AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME
TECHNOLOGY
Regional Signal, 29
Thomas TV, 37
AUTOMOBILE
Henley Honda, 80
Subaru of Niagara, 80
BUILDERS
Homes By Hendriks, 39
Rinaldi Homes, 79
Sider Bros. Builders, 29
van Osch & Co., 55
BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Burnstein Brick, 55
Grimsby Soil & Mulch, 57
CABINETS & MILLWORK/CARPENTRY/
FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM
FURNITURE
CabinetWorks Plus, 11
Enns Cabinetry, 35, 69
Flair Rollouts, 17
Milestone Millwork & Custom Kitchens, 73
W.L. Daboll Timber Framing, 57
CHARITABLE/NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS
Habitat for Humanity, 75
The Junior League of
Hamilton-Burlington, 63
COUNTERTOPS
First In Counters, 55
DRYWALL/PLASTER/STUCCO
Schuit Plastering & Stucco Inc., 71

ELECTRICAL
Verhoef Electric, 71
FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Simply White Interiors, 19, 68
FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
The One Stop Fireplace Shop, 33
FLOORING
Colour & Design Center, 29, 69
Star Tile Centre, 31
FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Dunn’s Furniture Fashions, 39
Interiors by Better Shade, 4, 5, 69
Simply White Interiors, 19, 68
Stoney Creek Furniture, 9, 68
The Furniture Gallery, 2
GARDEN CENTRES/
GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES
Grimsby Soil & Mulch, 57
Vermeer’s Garden Centre &
Flower Shop, 17
HOME ENTERTAINMENT
Regional Signal, 29
Thomas TV, 37
HOME IMPROVEMENTS/
RENOVATIONS
Carlian Contracting, 71
Windrush Hill, 37
INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Elegant Living Decorating, 10
Laurie Sprague Designs, 33
Leanne Mosquite Designs, 37, 69
Simply White Interiors, 19, 68
KITCHEN & BATH
Bathworks, 65
CabinetWorks Plus, 11
Enns Cabinetry, 35, 69
Flair Rollouts, 17
Milestone Millwork & Custom Kitchens, 73

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
DeKorte’s Landscaping, 35
Grimsby Soil & Mulch, 57
Tree Amigos Landscaping Inc., 43, 68
Young Sod Farms, 17
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INQUIRE ABOUT OUR
DIGITAL ADVERTISING
OPPORTUNITIES

LIGHTING
Distinctive Lighting Concepts, 31
Don’s Light House, 15
MASONRY/STONEWORK
Top Shelf Masonry, 53, 68
MOVING & STORAGE
Mountaineer Movers Limited, 10

REACH 500,000+ PEOPLE ONLINE
• SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS • NEWSLETTER ADS • SPONSORED ARTICLES • AND MORE

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Closets by Design, 73
PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 7
Colour & Design Center, 29, 69
Creek Road Paints, 7
The Paint Can, 51
PLUMBING
Bathworks, 65
REAL ESTATE
Couturier Realty Group –
Mary Couturier, 3
SPECIAL EVENTS
The Junior League of
Hamilton-Burlington, 63
TILE
Star Tile Centre, 31
WINDOW TREATMENTS
Colour & Design Center, 29, 69
Interiors by Better Shade, 4, 5, 69
The Paint Can, 51
WINDOWS & DOORS
Crowland Sash & Frame, 67
Helt, 11

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one
heading, please email marie.gallagher@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 905.399.0717.
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EXPAND THE
ONLINE PRESENCE
OF YOUR BUSINESS

FOLLOW US ON

cooking at home

Spicy

These double
chocolate
cookies have a
little secret – a
kick of cayenne,
cinnamon and
ginger. A yummy
addition to your
cookie exchange
or holiday
dessert table.

INGREDIENTS
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour
1 cup cocoa powder
¾ tsp baking soda
¾ tsp baking powder
1 tsp cinnamon
½ tsp cayenne pepper

You can pick up your free
copy of OUR HOMES at
the following locations:
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½ tsp ground ginger
½ tsp salt
¾ cup unsalted butter,
room temperature
¾ cup brown sugar
¾ cup granulated sugar
2 eggs, room temperature
½ cup dark chocolate chips
DIRECTIONS

REC I P E AND PHOTOG R A PHY
JE NELLE MCCULLOCH

SOME OF
THE PLACES
YOU CAN
FIND US.

Mix together flour, cocoa
powder, baking soda, baking
powder, spices and salt
in a bowl.
In a stand mixer, beat
together butter and sugars.
Add eggs one at a time until
combined.
Add dry ingredients in two
portions on low speed,
mixing until combined.
Add chocolate chips and mix
– the dough will be thick.
Chill dough in fridge for at least
12 hours, or up to 72 hours.
When ready to bake, scoop
2-inch balls and bake at
375ºF for 12-14 minutes. OH

Aqua Blue Pools 633 King St, Welland
Aristocrat Floors of the World 256 Bunting Rd, St-Catharines
Bathworks 443 Eastchester Ave E, St. Catharines
Cole’s Florist Inc 147 Main St E, Grimsby
Couturier Realty Group Inc. 4993 King St, Beamsville
and offices throughout the Niagara Region

Creek Road Paints 1596 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil
Don’s Light House 296 Lake St, St. Catharines
Dunn’s Furniture 255 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines
Enns Cabinetry 36 Scott St W, St. Catharines
Habitat for Humanity Throughout the area
Hamiltons of Pelham 306 Canboro Rd, Pelham
Henley Honda 308 Lake St, St. Catharines
Interiors by Better Shade 469 Glendale Ave, St. Catharines
Lakeport Paint and Wallpaper 117 Lakeport Rd, St. Catharines
Lincoln Design House 4548 Ontario St, Beamsville
McNamara & Reynolds 28 Nihan Drive, St. Catharines
Milestone Millwork & Custom Kitchens
10-2895 St. Paul Ave, Niagara Falls

Rinaldi Homes Available at Model Homes
Simply White 347 Airport Rd, Niagara-On-The-Lake
Sobeys Stores Throughout the area
The Furniture Gallery 175 Dieppe Rd (beside Q.E.W.), St. Catharines
The One Stop Fireplace Shop 4332 Drummond Rd, Niagara Falls
Thomas TV 130 Thorold Rd, Welland
Vermeer’s Garden Centre & Flower Shop 684 S Pelham Rd, Welland
Complete and comprehensive coverage throughout The Niagara Region:
GRIMSBY, LINCOLN, ST. CATHARINES, NIAGARA FALLS, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE,
FONTHILL, WELLAND, FORT ERIE & THE PORT COLBORNE AREA & all points in between.

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes
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Many of our advertisers also have OUR HOMES on display in their establishments
for you to pick up and enjoy! Look for them while visiting throughout the area!

finishing touch
CEMENT TILE SHOP: 1. Harper IV 2. Bruges
Mint 3. Madison I 4. Patchwork Random

BUILDING THE NIAGARA LIFESTYLE SINCE 1955

1

2

NATIVE TRAILS: Mendocino
Freestanding Soaking Tub in Ash

3

MADE GOODS: Desmond in Light Grey

4

cast in

RENWIL: Falla Pendant Light Fixture

LIME LACE: Life In Progress Clock

CONCRETE

UTTERMOST: Table Lamp with
Concrete Base and Linen Shade

Imagine the exhilarating lifestyle you’ve always dreamed of. A stunningly
beautiful community where neighbours make you feel at home before

Once used almost exclusively outdoors, concrete is moving
inside homes everywhere. From floors and counters to lighting
and bathtubs, concrete is a versatile and strong material for
both modern and rustic interiors. Here’s just a sample of what’s
available in concrete.

you even arrive! Golf, boating, parks, wineries, miles of trails all
minutes from every exclusive Rinaldi Homes community.
Attention to detail, excellent customer service, and a passion for awardwinning homebuilding are the cornerstones of Rinaldi Homes’ success.

UTTERMOST: Luka
Hurricane Candleholder

REVELATION: Cale Moss Centrepiece

NATIVE TRAILS:
Portola Mirror in Slate

WELCOME TO NIAGARA!
FROM
THE

$400’s*

ALL THE BELLS & WHISTLES – CONTACT US TODAY!
SUNPAN: Remy Coffee Table
in Antique Brass and Ivory
Heated Concrete Floors
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MADE GOODS:
Wesley Shelves

