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BUILDING THE NIAGARA LIFESTYLE SINCE 1955
Attention to detail, excellent customer service, and a passion for  

award-winning homebuilding are the cornerstones of Rinaldi Homes’ success.
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For over 115 years, people have relied on Andersen. With over 100 million windows installed, no other 
windows are in more homes than the Andersen® 400 Series. With its innovative blend of craftsmanship 
and style, Andersen is the most trusted and recommended brand among residential homeowners.*

Learn more at andersenwindows.com/400series

IT’S NOT JUST A WINDOW,  
IT’S PEACE OF MIND.

*2018 U.S. Brand Study of Andersen and Renewal by Andersen brands vs. competitive brands.
“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
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At Arborwood, we’re a team that’s passionate about tree care. 

From tree pruning and feeding, insect and disease control to safely removing unhealthy 

trees and planting. If we aren’t up in a tree, we’re learning more about them.

PRUNING  |  TREE & SHRUB  |  FERTILIZATION  |  ORGANIC PLANT HEALTH CARE  |  DYNAMIC SUPPORT SYSTEMS  

INSECT & DISEASE MONITORING & TREATMENT  |  HAZARDOUS LIMB & TREE REMOVAL  |  ARBORIST REPORTS FOR PRE & POST CONSTRUCTION
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dreaming of home . . . your character, your style

baths/kitchensnew homes

additionsrenovations

Visit our website to sign up to receive design inspiration, updates & more directly to your inbox!



EXPAND THE 
ONLINE PRESENCE 
OF YOUR BUSINESS

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR 
DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES

• SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS   • NEWSLETTER ADS   • SPONSORED ARTICLES   • AND MORE

FOLLOW US ON

REACH 500,000+ PEOPLE ONLINE
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905.788.3221  
130 Thorold Rd, Welland

Shop Online: 
www.thomastv.com 

TV  .  HI-FI  .  HOME THEATRE  
MULTI-ROOM AUDIO  

CUSTOM DESIGN SOLUTIONS 
FULL SERVICE INSTALLATION

VIRTUAL & IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS

ENJOY BIG SCREEN 
MOMENTS ON THE GO

SMART & COMPACT, PROJECTING  
A SCREEN SIZE FROM 30" - 100"

GET  
REWARDED  

HERE

®™ Trademarks of AM Royalties Limited Partnership used under license by LoyaltyOne, Co. and Thomas TV

ON  
DISPLAY  NOW

Imagine your home,  
totally organized!

Custom Closets
Garage Cabinets
Home Offices
Pantries
Laundry Rooms
Hobby Rooms

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage 
or Home office unit.  

Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.  
With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer not valid in all regions. offer expires 7/31/2020.

Walk-in Closet

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

www.closetsbydesign.ca Follow us on

®

1-877-563-7799 oHM

Bedroom Closet Garage Cabinets

Laundry RoomHome Office

NoW oFFERING 
12 Month  
Financing!
With approved credit. Call or  
ask your designer for details.  

Not available in all areas.

40% off
Plus FREE INSTALLATION

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage or Home office unit.  
Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.  

With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer expires 07/31/2022.
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HAVE YOU EVER walked into a friend’s room and said “wow?” 
Caught yourself looking at a shelf, marvelling at the perfect-imperfect 
curation of trinkets, books and photographs? Stared at a unique 
powder room’s wallpaper and fallen in love? And then you return to 
your own home, ready to gut it down to the studs? Well, we have ALL 
been there. I have the secret for you – your friends have, most likely, 
spoken to a designer. 

A designer will improve a space’s function, making it better suited 
to its chosen purpose and the needs of the homeowner. They help 
choose the colours, materials, furniture, flooring, lighting and so 
much more that all comes together to create your home. 

Designers will see an empty space between a fridge and wall and 
create the perfect spot for a cookbook nook. A designer will walk into 
a home with an outdated fireplace and transform it into a work of 
art – the functioning centrepiece of the home. They can stand in front 
of cubbies overflowing with swatches of fabric and spot the fabric to 
make the perfect toss pillow to complete a bedroom. They will design 
a house not just for display, but for family function and understand 
how life will be lived in it. 

Let’s face it, without designers, our homes would be duller, less 
functional and way less Instagramable. 

We were so fortunate to speak with a number of inspiring Niagara 
designers this issue, as well as the tradespeople who bring their 
visions to life. As a result, our summer issue is busting at the seams 
with décor tips and products, an amazing full-home renovation and a 
model home that will make you want to get on the phone immediately 
with a designer to discuss your own home plans.

Go find a comfy spot in the sun, grab a bevvy and dive on in – you 
will not be disappointed! 

Gabrielle Tieman-Lee, Managing Editor  
gabrielle.tieman@ourhomes.ca

Follow us   
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

HAMILTONS of PELHAM
Art & Gifts of the world for the home & garden

GARDEN DEcoR GARDEN PoTS

ART PRINTS wooDSTock chImES

306 Canboro Rd, Pelham     
289.897.8444   hamiltonsofpelham.com 
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of contrasts in South Niagara.
Story, page 30. Photography 
by Jason Hartog.

50

LOCAL FEATURES
	 16	 Style Picks Get your patio party ready  
		  with fresh outdoor décor and products.

	 22	 Feature Home This revived family  
		  home demonstrates how hiring a  
		  designer pays off.

	 28	 Spotlight Breathe new life into your 		
		  home and furniture with Nine Lives 		
		  Custom Refinishing.

	 30	 Home & Builder A contemporary 		
		  bungalow in Black Creek.

	 36	 People & Places Transform your home 	
		  with words of wisdom from local pros.

DEPARTMENTS
	 10	 Editor’s Note

	 14	 Advice Cool House

	 20	 Cooking At Home Thai Salad

	 48	 Home Resource Directory

	 50	 Finishing Touch Speckled Style

16

CONTENTS
SUMMER 2022

30

2022

SIMPLY WHITE INTERIORS 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN 
 
COMMERCIAL DESIGN 
 
DECOR 
 
FURNITURE 
 
UPHOLSTERY 
 
CUSTOM BEDDING 
 
WINDOW COVERINGS 
 
HUNTER DOUGLAS SHOWROOM 
  
CARPETS 
 
ART

 
Introducing the exciting launch  
of our exclusive line of products 
SWI PRIVATE LABEL 
home collection + online decor 
shop, coming soon. 

 
347 Airport Road | Unit 4 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
www.swi.design 
905 708 4784 

PLATINUM AWARD WINNER | PEOPLES CHOICE | BEST INTERIOR DESIGN BUSINESS 2021 | 2022

Creative Concepts | Seamless Installations | Quality Workmanship  
Impeccable Service | Attention to Detail 

 
Celebrating over a decade of nurturing comfort + confidence in our clients 
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FANS
Ceiling fans should turn counter-
clockwise in the warmer months 
as this creates a downdraft. The 
effect of moving air hitting the 
sweat on your skin is known as 
evaporative cooling. As sweat 
evaporates, it helps lower your 
overall body temperature. Thus, 
you can keep the thermostat 
turned up a few degrees and still 
stay cool. High-quality ceiling fans 
are worth the investment because 
they are often much quieter while 
providing powerful airflow.

PAINT
If you have a room that gets a 
lot of southern exposure in the 
warmest months of the year, 
keep the paint light and airy. 
Dark colours can absorb the sun’s 
radiant energy and that energy 
creates unnecessary heat gain.

BEDDING
An important consideration in 
the summertime is optimizing 
comfort levels in the bedroom. 
In addition to keeping the room 
cool (65˚F is considered optimal 
for sleeping), another element 
that can greatly impact body 
temperature is the material of 
your mattress, pillows and bed 
linens. Natural materials are 
preferred over synthetics because 
of their ability to breathe. Some 

synthetic materials (including 
most memory foam mattresses) 
are very dense and tend to trap 
body heat. Ensure your bed 
frame allows for proper airflow 
around your mattress. Consider 
a mattress topper made from 
natural material such as latex, wool 
or cotton. Select bedding that is 
natural and breathable – such as 
linen. Use a lighter duvet in the 
summer months made with natural 
down or wool filling. These will 
help keep you cool as they allow 
moisture to escape. A shredded 
latex pillow with a cotton or linen 
cover is a good combination to 
help keep your head cool. Latex 
is a naturally breathable material 
and when shredded, provides 
improved airflow.

TILE
Porcelain or 
natural stone 
tiles generally 
provide cooler 

temperatures in the summer (look 
to Mediterranean architecture) – 
that is, if not continuously exposed 
to direct sunlight. Natural stone 
floors and porcelain tiles will 
hold heat, which is why they are 
often successfully paired with 
radiant heating options to warm 
up spaces in the colder months. 
Again, consider selecting lighter-
coloured flooring in rooms that get 
direct sun exposure.

WINDOWS
If you are in the market for 
replacing windows, get the most 
energy-efficient windows you can 
afford. Spend some time with a 
professional to review the various 
frame, glazing and operation 
options. To minimize solar heat 
gain and reduce energy loss, 
you may require different energy 
efficiency ratings depending 
upon the exposure/orientation of 
various windows within your home 
and the overall ratio of window 
glazing to walls. A professional 
can also make recommendations 
on the operation styles and how 
the layout can optimize the breeze 
available from cool air entering 
through lower window openings, 
travelling through the house and 
the warmed air exiting at a higher 
location. Close windows first thing 
in the morning and open them up 
once the outside temperature has 
dropped in the evening.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Window treatments are an 
excellent way to keep the cooling 
bill in check by controlling solar 
heat gain (while also adding an 
element of design). Blackout 
drapery is the most effective at 
preventing the sun from entering 
a room and offers a great solution 
for the sunniest times of day 
for south/west facing windows 
(specifically bedrooms). Solar 
shades provide various degrees of 
privacy, light penetration and heat 
transfer – all while offering a view 
to the outside.

LANDSCAPING
Landscaping outdoors can also 
help to keep the inside of your 
home cooler. Planting deciduous 
trees, shrubs and tall grasses 
can provide shade that will 
help mitigate solar gain in the 
summer months. 

APPLIANCES
Practical day-to-day tips include 
firing up the outdoor grill instead 
of using the oven, installing a 
clothesline for drying and waiting 
to use the dishwasher until 
temperatures dip in the evening. 
Also remember to turn on exhaust 
fans in the bathroom when 
taking a shower to remove hot, 
humid air.  OH

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens explores the principles of sustainable living.

COOL HOUSE
You may be fortunate enough to have air conditioning in your 
home, but did you know that there are some practical ways to 
help minimize your dependency on the AC? Read on for ideas 
that are good for the environment – and your pocketbook!

POTTERY BARN: Classic Belgian Flax Linen 
Rod Pocket Blackout Curtain in Dark FlaxHOLTEN IMPEX: 

Autumn Tile in Grey
KICHLER: Dawn 52”

 Ceiling Fan in Satin Black

IF ONLY HOME: 
Organic Cotton Sheet 

Set in White Sand

OBASAN: Custom 
Organic Mattress & Pillow

HUNTER DOUGLAS: 
Designer Roller Shades

CoolHouse.indd   2 2022-04-25   11:02 AM

 Project Management

Carpentry Services

Additions/Renovations

New Construction

Project Development

elegant living Decorating and  
Home Staging Services

• Colour Consultations • spaCe planning • interior redesign
• real estate staging serviCes • Furniture seleCtion | draperies

• Bedding | Childrens rooms • 1 day makeovers • seasonal deCor items

Liz DiTomaso 
289 668 7018
elegantlivingdecorating@gmail.com

elegantlivingdecorating.ca

Over 81% of home buyers find it easier 
to visualize the property as their future 
home when it’s elegant living staged!
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Home Staging

A Family Run Business Since 1950.
Our passion is making your garden bloom above the rest. We pride ourselves in our trees,
evergreens, flowering shrubs, perennials and more. Our Landscaping is second to none.

Stop by for a visit at our garden centre. We hope to inspire you!

Shaw Tour
Day only Get your orders in early for our Custom or Pre-made

Outdoor Christmas Planters
Potted Christmas Trees, fresh greens and more! 

NEW FOR CHRISTMAS 2021 !!

when you show this Coupon

8865 Mountain Road, Niagara Falls

A Family Run Business Since 1950.
Our passion is making your garden bloom above the rest. We pride ourselves in our trees,
evergreens, flowering shrubs, perennials and more. Our Landscaping is second to none.

Stop by for a visit at our garden centre. We hope to inspire you!

Shaw Tour
Day only Get your orders in early for our Custom or Pre-made

Outdoor Christmas Planters
Potted Christmas Trees, fresh greens and more! 

NEW FOR CHRISTMAS 2021 !!

when you show this Coupon

8865 Mountain Road, Niagara Falls

Our passion is making your garden bloom above the rest.  
We pride ourselves in our trees, evergreens, flowering  

shrubs, perennials and more. Our Landscaping is second to none.  
Stop by for a visit at our garden centre. We hope to inspire you!

A Family Run Business Since 1950.
Our passion is making your garden bloom above the rest. We pride ourselves in our trees,
evergreens, flowering shrubs, perennials and more. Our Landscaping is second to none.

Stop by for a visit at our garden centre. We hope to inspire you!

Shaw Tour
Day only Get your orders in early for our Custom or Pre-made

Outdoor Christmas Planters
Potted Christmas Trees, fresh greens and more! 

NEW FOR CHRISTMAS 2021 !!

when you show this Coupon

8865 Mountain Road, Niagara Falls

8865 Mountain Rd, Niagara Falls
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1 	 INTERIORS BY BETTER SHADE

Planter 
Add charm to your home with 
this durable oversize indoor and 
outdoor planter. The perfect 
addition to any deck or patio, the 
planter’s rustic, wood-grain patina 
highlights the shape of the modern 
face and is ideal for holding both 
real or faux arrangements. 

469 Glendale Ave., St. Catharines 
905.227.4555 | interiorsbybettershade.com

2 	 DON’S LIGHT HOUSE

Chandelier 
Designed for outdoor living areas, this 
linear three-light outdoor chandelier 
from the Wright collection is equally 
at home indoors over a kitchen island. 
The square glass shades, geometric 
framework and weathered zinc finish 
create a unique and versatile look 
that pairs well with stonework, solid 
surface countertops and more.

296 Lake St., St. Catharines 
905.935.3621 | donslighthouse.ca

3 	 ENNS CABINETRY 

Dekton Countertop 
Elevate your outdoor barbecue 
area with a custom Dekton 
countertop. This man-made solid 
surface is available in different 
styles and can be used both 
inside and out. Makes a striking 
centrepiece for your kitchen.

36 Scott St. W., St. Catharines 
905.687.3907 | ennscabinetry.com

5 	 THE ONE STOP FIREPLACE SHOP

Gas Torches 
The Tempest gas torches and lanterns 
offer the ultimate in outdoor lighting. 
Their patented design features a 
spiral flame dancing within tempered 
glass walls. They will enhance any 
pool, patio or entrance space. 
Available in post mount, wall mount 
or pillar mount. 

4332 Drummond Rd., Niagara Falls 
905.357.6333 | onestopfireplaceshop.com

4 	 JANSEN FURNITURE

Fountain 
Enhance the ambience of your 
property with a grand, handcrafted 
fountain. Measuring over seven-
feet tall, this fountain is made 
entirely of bronze and was 
formed utilizing the lost art of 
wax mould casting. Each mould 
is hand carved and the fountain is 
finished by hand. 

4700 South Service Rd., Beamsville 
905.401.6947 | jansenfurniture.ca

6 	 CLOSETS BY DESIGN 

Closet 
Organization for every season! 
Design and build the custom 
closet of your dreams with ample 
storage and display options. Dress 
in style while your clothing and 
accessories are neatly displayed 
within reach – allowing for 
easy rotation of your wardrobe 
each season.

11 Henegan Rd. Unit 1, Virgil 
905.468.4611 | niagara.closetsbydesign.com

Continued on page 18

PH
O

TO
: J

A
SO

N
 H

A
RT

O
G

GET SET FOR

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2   |  1716  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

style picks



PH
O

TO
: J

A
SO

N
 H

A
RT

O
G

7 	 DAVE VAN AM CONSTRUCTION

Pavilion 
Transform your backyard with a 
pavilion. Ideal for three seasons 
of outdoor living, this Douglas 
Fir post-and-beam construction 
comes complete with an aluminum 
and Acrylite acrylic roof and 
can be customized to fit your 
unique space. 

340 Russ Rd., Grimsby 
905.517.0461 | vanamconstruction.com

8 	 ARISTOCRAT FLOORS

Indoor/Outdoor Tile 
Exclusive indoor and outdoor 
tiles from Aristocrat. The Waterfall 
collection works in harmony with 
any architecture or landscape. The 
porcelain tile comes in a variety 
of colours and sizes, so it will suit 
any space.

256 Bunting Rd., St. Catharines 
905.682.2672 | aristocratfloors.ca

9 	 GRAHAM & BROOKS

Playing Cards 
A timeless deck of cards with a 
backyard twist. This spill and “sauce-
proof” deck is ideal for camping, a 
backyard barbecue or outdoor game 
night. Each card features a grilling tip 
for the grillmaster in your life.

64 Hatt St., Dundas  
289.238.8618 | grahamandbrooks.com  OH

9

8

7

DISTINCTIVE LIGHTING CONCEPTS 
905.984.8727

40 Scott St W, St Catharines
Shop online at: distinctivelighting.net

Distinctive Lighting concepts

We are here to help 
you choose your style  

at Niagara’s Finest 
Lighting Showroom

Distinctive Lighting Concepts.indd   1 2020-10-15   10:09 AM
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Instructions
To make the dressing, 
combine all ingredients 
in a small blender or 
whisk together in a bowl 
until smooth. 

Add salad ingredients to a 
large bowl. Pour dressing 
onto the salad and toss. 

Serve with your protein of 
choice for a full meal!  OH

THAI
Crunch
SALAD

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS THAI-INSPIRED CRUNCH SALAD 
IS SO EASY TO MAKE. PACK IT UP 

FOR YOUR NEXT OUTDOOR SUMMER 
PARTY OR PICNIC.

SALAD 

2 cups cabbage, shredded

1 cup carrots, shredded  

1 red pepper, thinly sliced  

2 cups black kale, shredded 

½ cup peanuts, roasted 

Handful cilantro 

3 green onions, thinly sliced  

THAI PEANUT DRESSING 

¼ cup peanut butter 

3 Tbsp rice vinegar 

2 Tbsp honey 

2 Tbsp soy sauce 

1 tsp sesame oil 

2 cloves garlic, minced

Pinch of red chili flakes 

Ingredients
(Serves 4)

ThaiCrunchSalad.indd   2 2022-04-25   12:15 PM

InterIor DecoratIng anD DesIgn
2 Lake St, St. Catharines   905.687.2192    

info@spragueinteriors.ca   www.spragueinteriors.caDiscover Your Happy Place!

Sprague Interiors Inc.

Full Service DeSign • renovationS anD new BuilDS • conSulting
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Making Your Dream Home a Reality

P:  905.401.9338    E:  SteveBuilt.Inc@gmail.com   W: stevebuilt.ca

u u u

Whether you’re looking to build the home of your dreams, to shake it up with a whole home 

renovation or to add a specialized space with a home addition, SteveBuilt can take care of it.
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CHANGE is good 
STORY DENISE WILLSON  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Memories had been made, but the house was tired and 
no longer met the needs of this duo. They had visions 
of gathering friends and family in a setting meant for 
entertaining adults, and their abode no longer fit the bill. 
What they needed was a change.

“We thought we would buy a new house,” says the 
homeowner. “Until we realized we liked our house.” The 
couple then figured their time and money would be better 
spent renovating what they already owned. “We loved 
the area, our cul-de-sac and the ravine out back.” The 
neighbourhood boasts mature trees, walking trails and 
easy-access amenities. “We didn’t feel the need to downsize,” 
says the homeowner. Being family-oriented, 10 or 12 people 
often visit at once, especially during the holidays. So, instead 
of moving, the homeowners decided to wipe the slate clean 
and start afresh. 

That’s when they called in recruits. “We’d never used 
a designer before,” says the homeowner. “But a friend 
suggested we talk with Laurie [Sprague] to discuss the 
benefits a designer could offer.” They hired Laurie Sprague, 
the principal designer and decorator at Sprague Interiors 
Inc. “Laurie listened to our wants and needs and presented 
us with ideas we could envision for our home.” The project 
started as a first- and second-floor reno but quickly became 
a whole remodel when water damage and mould meant 

the basement and exterior needed work. Jordan Station 
Design Co. created the architectural plan and Steve Built 
Inc., a local contractor, was brought into the fold. “We all 
worked together,” says Laurie. “It took a lot of trust and belief 
in the vision and it turned out even better than expected.” 

Almost every room in this four-bedroom, four-bathroom 
house got a facelift. The original wall between the dining 
room and kitchen was removed to create a bigger open-
concept kitchen, dining and sunken living room. A seldom-
used formal sitting room was transformed into the new 
dining room to seat 12. A powder room was relocated from 
the entryway to the laundry area, expanding the foyer to 
allow more light and additional storage. “The renovation 
thoroughly changed the use of space on our main floor for 
the better,” says the homeowner. “We now get a ton of light 
we didn’t get before.” Laurie designed hubs for storage and 
custom cabinetry executed by Mission Custom Cabinetry 
and shelving to display heirlooms and memorable trinkets. “It 
was important to make every inch into usable space,” Laurie 
says. “The home needed to be beautiful and functional.” The 
garage, for example, was transformed into a fully-operational 
gym. Heating and air conditioning was installed in the 
gym by Marty’s Heating and Air Conditioning, and 
in combination with epoxy floors, the space was made 
comfortable year-round. Continued on page 24

WHEN THE HOMEOWNERS PURCHASED THIS 2,000 SQ. FT. 
ST. CATHARINES HOUSE IN 2006, IT MET THE NEEDS OF A 
YOUNG COUPLE WITH CHILDREN. FAST FORWARD MORE 

THAN 15 YEARS AND THE NOW EMPTY-NESTERS WERE 
CONSIDERING A MOVE.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 1: A gas 
fireplace, from House By The School, A 
Fireplace Co., is a cosy addition to the new 
living room. 2: Gold sconces and overhead 
lighting illuminate the second-storey 
bathroom. 3: Open shelving was included 
in many areas of the home for showcasing 
family heirlooms and photographs. 4: 
The old staircase was updated with wood 
railings and barely there modern spindles. 
5: Steve Built Inc. converted the dining 
room’s standard door frame into a large 
archway, opening up the entrance into the 
dining space. 6: Designer Laurie Sprague 
transformed the empty space between 
the wall and the fridge into an easy-access 
cookbook nook. 7: The powder room was 
relocated to the main-floor laundry area, 
easily accessible for guests. 8: A black ash 
cabinet was handmade by Rustic House 
Interiors to match the arched door frame 
in the entranceway.
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The interior space boasts traditional elements dappled with 
contemporary features like black-and-gold lighting and hardware, 
yet the family’s lifestyle was at the forefront of every decision. Larger 
windows in the kitchen offer a spectacular view of the tree-lined 
backyard, where the family spends a lot of time enjoying the pool and 
patio. The off-white Shaker-style cabinetry and textured backsplash 
tiles on the perimeter of the lengthy kitchen complement two slate 
blue islands topped with white quartz by Quartz Co. “The counters 
look like marble,” says Laurie. “The soft grey veining matches the island 
cabinetry.” One island is for food prep and the other provides seating. 
“The T-shaped islands are great for entertaining while breaking the long 
kitchen into usage zones,” she says. Mission Custom Cabinetry created 
and installed the cabinetry and millwork on all three levels; Aristocrat 
Floors and Centura provided the floor and wall tiles, installed by  

FAR LEFT: This kitchen was 
designed to be highly functional, 
with double islands for prep and 
hosting and plenty of storage 
space. LEFT: Laurie Sprague, 
the principal designer and 
decorator at Sprague Interiors 
Inc. BELOW: Bathrooms were 
fitted with contemporary fixtures 
from Bathworks and new vanities, 
heated floors, showers, tiling and 
plumbing. BOTTOM: The off-white 
Shaker-style cabinetry by Mission 
Custom Cabinetry and textured 
backsplash tiles on the perimeter 
of the lengthy kitchen complement 
the slate blue islands. 

Lux Tiles. New appliances, including the 
built-in fridge/freezer combo, were purchased 
from Nickerson Home Appliances.

Every wall was given fresh coats of 
Benjamin Moore Silver Satin and new gas 
fireplaces from House By The School, The 
Fireplace Co. add warmth to the living 
room, dining room and basement rec room. 
Bathrooms were fitted with contemporary 
fixtures from Bathworks, vanities, heated 
floors, showers, tiling and plumbing, and every 
closet was outfitted with custom shelving 
from Closets by Design. Creamy-grey white 
oak engineered floors in wide planks run 
the entire house for an uninterrupted flow, 
supplied by Modern Hardwood. Modern 
lighting, the jewels of the home, were found 
at Don’s Light House and installed by 
Roberts Electric. The exterior of the home 
was also given a facelift with siding from Tip 
Top Exteriors. 

ABOVE: Soft graphic wallpaper wraps the powder 
room walls. TOP RIGHT: A once seldom used 
formal sitting room was transformed into the 
new dining room – with comfortable seating for 
12. RIGHT: A sunken living room is a step from 
the kitchen, encouraging togetherness and easy 
conversation. 

Continued on page 26
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Sprague Interiors created and supplied new furniture, area rugs 
and window treatments custom-made to suit each area of the home. 
“We aren’t fond of shopping,” adds the homeowner. “We don’t have 
an eye for colours and patterns that go together. We wanted to purge 
our old furniture and start over, but we needed Laurie to show us 
the possibilities.” The family had only used blinds in the past, never 
drapery, so the change took some persuading. “We’re fans of drapery 
now,” laughs the homeowner. “They add colour, texture and a softness 
we didn’t know was possible.” Laurie also updated the bedding and 
artwork, with many pieces commissioned from local artists, to add 
splashes of personality throughout. 

“Our house is like new,” says the homeowner. “We use every inch 
and it suits us perfectly.” Renovating is sometimes better than buying. 
Sometimes, your perfect home is right there in front of you, just waiting 
for a change.  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• A&G Plumbing • Aristocrat Floors • Bathworks St. 

Catharines • B T Installs • Centura • Closets by Design • Dell 

Smart Home Solutions • Don’s Light House Inc. • House by 

the School, The Fireplace Co. • Jordan Station Design Co. 

• Lux Tiles • Marty’s Heating and Air Conditioning • Mission 

Custom Cabinetry • Modern Hardwood • Nickerson Home 

Appliances • Quartz Co. • Roberts Electric Inc. • Steve Built 

Inc. • Sprague Interiors • Tip Top Exteriors

ABOVE: The large en suite shower makes a statement with dark blue tiles, 
coordinating nicely with the custom blue textiles in the primary bedroom. ABOVE 
RIGHT: Laurie is passionate about creating textiles for each room, including these 
unique printed drapes for the primary bedroom. RIGHT: The basement walls were 
brightened up with Silver Satin paint by Benjamin Moore and vibrant art from local 
Niagara artists. Gas fireplace from House By The School, The Fireplace Co.

 

4043 Victoria Ave, Vineland
 905.562.4188   info@housebytheschool.ca
   housebytheschool.ca     @housebytheschool

Finely crafted in Niagara since 2010

888.798.0878 
www.missioncustomcabinetry.com

youngsodfarms.com

Visit us for all your turf,  
grass seed, fertilizer & topsoil needs

360 foss road, fenwick

905-892-2681

Growing for over 60 years

Modern Hardwood specializes in the supply 
and installation of hardwood, tile, vinyl and 

more with our own in-house installers.

443 Eastchester Ave E, Unit 2, St. Catharines 
905.682.4000  |  www.modernhardwood.ca
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Come 
visit our 

showroom

Providing Stair and Railing Systems for both commercial and 
residential projects, new or renovation projects, since 1975.

905.938.5655  |  info@maplewoodstairs.com  |  maplewoodstairs.com
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STORY GABRIELLE TIEMAN-LEE

TRANSFORMING YOUR HOME

Nine Lives Custom Refinishing is Niagara’s 
one-stop shop for home transformations. 
Specializing in kitchen refinishing, door 
respraying and furniture revival, their highly 
experienced staff is ready to breathe fresh 
life back into your home. The multifaceted 
business has refinished over 1,500 kitchens 
and thousands of pieces of furniture in 
the past six years. Today, they have three 
separate businesses covering all indoor and 
outdoor refinishing projects. 

TEAM APPROACH

Professional spray finishers, in-home painters, 
installers and carpenters make up the 
experienced Nine Lives Custom Refinishing 
team. Every project receives a free in-home 
consultation, ensuring that each individual 
concept is understood; guaranteeing that all 
customers are 100 per cent satisfied when 
the job is complete. “That is the key to our 
business,” says owner Kevin Coyle. “People 
are very visual and they want to know who 
they are working with. It’s not just about 
price, it’s about trust.”

PROCESS

Following a consultation, measurements 
are taken, design notes are made and the 
process begins. “We will go the extra mile,” 
says Kevin. “There are projects we will 
tackle that other companies will not touch 
because it’s not considered a full job. We not 
only refinish cabinets, but we will do minor 
modifications, like changing facings and 
adding soft hinges, when requested.” Nine 
Lives will also connect homeowners with 
trusted local businesses that supply high-
quality countertops, appliances and more to 
complete their kitchen. 

SIMPLIFYING THE PROCESS 

Nine Lives’ newest service is the Eco-Safe 
On-Site Spray Truck. The first of its kind, this 
17-foot truck is environmentally friendly and 
features a self-contained, on-board spray 
booth designed for refinishing exterior, 
interior and garage doors, shutters and 
patio furniture – all completely on-site. “This 
eliminates the pain of moving doors back 
and forth to the shop,” Kevin explains. “We 
do these projects quickly right on site.”  OH

TRENDING
White and grey cabinets continue to be the leading 
trend for restoration projects. “[White or grey] opens 
the kitchen up and creates flow,” says Kevin. “This 
allows homeowners more room to introduce colour 
into other areas of the home.” Nine Lives uses a 
professional process using a low VOC waterborne 
finish that can be applied to any existing surface.

BEFORE 
& AFTER

Get There
2136 Allanport Rd., Allanburg | 905.321.6714 
ninelivescustomrefinishing.com

before

Carolyn Coyle, Kevin Coyle, Dwane Ward, 
Preston McNeil & Emma Casey
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FOR 35 YEARS

The theme of contrasting light and dark repeats
throughout the kitchen and dining area space. SNAPSHOTS,
TOP: The Rinaldi Homes sales and design team: Selena Fabi, 
Danielle Girhiny, Jacob Bergsma, Sandra Crowder and Victor
Krmpotic. CENTRE: Members of Rinaldi Homes construction team.
BOTTOM: Rinaldi’s office team: Barb Lareau, Andy Montana,
Eric Gill, Michael Rinaldi, Jerry Rinaldi, Joan Rinaldi, Brian Sherwood, 
Ruth Reynolds and Danielle Rinaldi. 

Continued on page 32

Black Beauty is her name, 
and really, there is no better 
moniker for the bungalow  
at the corner of Baker Road  
in Stevensville.

STORY TIFFANY MAYER  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Much like the timeless story of the horse bearing the 
same name, this 3,200 sq. ft. home (including finished 
basement) by Rinaldi Homes is all about contrasts, 
both obvious and well-played. The facade is clad in 
wide-plank, black siding and charcoal stone from 
Burnstein Brick, roofing by Stark Lumber and 
landscaped by DeKorte’s Landscaping. But then 
you walk through the wood front door from Pollard 
Windows & Doors – the only exterior feature not in 
black – and the dark exterior gives way to the bright and 
open living space inside. 

Setting the Standard
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“The living room is set just off the kitchen and 
dining area for easy interior decorating.”

The main-floor living space extends 
outdoors with a covered patio that’s 
standard on most Rinaldi homes – and a 
rare builder feature, Victor notes. Not only 
does it make the deck usable in rain and 
sun, it adds architectural appeal along the 
back of the home. 

Just off the kitchen, a quiet and private 
bedroom wing can be found with access 
to both the main and secondary sleeping 

spaces, each with their own bathrooms by 
The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen Showroom. 
The divide is a thoughtful touch but also a 
practical one that bucks the typical bungalow 
layout of a bedroom at the front of the home 
and one at the back, explains Victor.

“We took a lot of time thinking about 
who’s living in the home potentially and how 
they’ll live, and they might want that safety 
and security,” says Victor.

Wide, carpeted stairs by Amber Stairs 
& Railings Inc. lead to the lower level, giving 

way to a sprawling rec room with space 
enough for a billiard table and a full sectional 
– perfect for gathering around the gas fireplace 
from The One Stop Fireplace Shop and 
large-screen TV.

Two additional bedrooms are tucked into a 
serene enclave off this main entertaining area. 
A further nod to Rinaldi Homes’ consideration 
of living needs, especially in a post-pandemic 
era, is the glassed-in fitness room with 
ample space for exercise equipment just 
off the rec room. 

ABOVE: A black pendant light from Don’s Light House highlights 
the open eating area. LEFT: A private office/den was thoughtfully 
placed at the front of the home, tucked away from the bustle of the 
kitchen/living area. BELOW LEFT: Both the main and secondary 
sleeping spaces feature their own bathrooms furnished by The 
Ensuite Bath & Kitchen Showroom. BELOW RIGHT: The laundry 
room is fitted with ample storage and folding space.

A den at the front of the home hints of the contemporary feel 
throughout – entirely enveloped in white walls but capped in a coffered 
ceiling with insets painted black by Niagara Gold Painting. On the 
floor, wide-plank hardwood with blonde and grey undertones from 
Aristocrat Floors spans most of the main floor.

That contrast of light and dark repeats in the kitchen, executed by 
Artcraft Kitchens, where generous storage is tucked behind painted 
white Shaker-style cabinetry. Built-in Fisher & Paykel appliances from 
Nickerson Home Appliances ensure flow right into the butler’s 
pantry where small countertop appliances and remnants of dinner prep 
and parties can be hidden out of view.

The centerpiece is a black island topped in quartz cut with deep 
sides to add opulence. Black pendant lights from Don’s Light House, 
a black range hood bracketed by glass cupboards with black trim 
and a gleaming white subway tile backsplash from Aristocrat Floors 
complete the space. H Electric, an Energy Star certified business, 
wired the entire home. 

“Though the main living area is open concept, it’s not merely one 
great room with kitchen, dining and lounging spaces blending into one 
another,” says Victor Krmpotic, Rinaldi sales and marketing manager. 

Continued on page 34

ABOVE: Michael, Danielle, Joan & Jerry Rinaldi

Natural materials, like
hardwood floors and linen
textiles, introduce an organic
aesthetic and add to the
subtle modern country
feel of the interior. BELOW
RIGHT: The dark fireplace is a
dramatic yet timeless addition
to the lower-level rec room. 
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“We really do it as if we’re building it for ourselves,” says Danielle 
Rinaldi, marketing and business development manager. “We want it all 
to work and be functional and have design appeal.”

It’s clear Rinaldi Homes has found a niche doing just that. Black 
Beauty is a testament to it, but so are the 35 years in homebuilding that 
the company, founded by Danielle’s father Jerry and her late uncle 
Frank, is celebrating this year. 

The secret to their longevity is designing and building homes like 
Black Beauty, which set the trends in building and living standards rather 
than follow them, Victor notes. 

“We’re always trying to stay ahead of the curve and be ahead in the 
industry,” he says. It’s apparent in other Rinaldi developments, too, 
including those that came before Black Beauty with their Frank Lloyd 
Wright-inspired Prairie design, now a standard in modern design.

That reputation for setting industry benchmarks will continue to be 
seen in Rinaldi Homes neighbourhoods that come next, like the latest 
community of “ultra-modern” townhomes selling now in Fonthill, each 
with their own elevator.

These townhomes epitomize “the evolution of floor plans,” 
combining living and working in the same home. Here, the entire main 
level is designed as work space “and then you can take the elevator up 
to the main level to the living space and have that separate from work,” 
Danielle explains. “You can live, work and entertain at home but have it 
so you’re not getting bored of the space.”

It sounds novel, but if Rinaldi Homes’ history is any indication, it’s 
bound to become the standard of living.

“It’s been a philosophy that Frank and Jerry have had since the 
beginning,” says Victor. “Let’s build it right to withstand the test of time 
and let’s build for the future. We don’t believe in following everyone 
else. We set our own path.”  OH

A coastal colour palette
gives the primary
bathroom a spa-like
serenity. BELOW LEFT:
The large glass shower
complements the clean,
modern feel of the
home. BELOW RIGHT:
Additional height and
contrasting paint was
added to the primary
bedroom’s ceiling for an
added sense of grandeur. 

LOCAL 
SOURCE GUIDE

• All Green Irrigation • Amber Stairs & 

Railings Inc. • Aristocrat Floors • Artcraft 

Kitchens • Budget Blinds • Burnstein Brick 

• Closets, Shutters & More Inc. • DeKorte’s 

Landscaping • Don’s Light House 

Inc. • Gibbys Electronic Supermarket 

• H Electric • Kirkpatrick Stoneworks 

• Lows Glass, Mirror & Windows • Niagara 

Gold Painting • Niagara RoofMasters 

• Nickerson Home Appliances • The 

One Stop Fireplace Shop • Plumbtech 

Plumbing Inc. • Pollard Windows & Doors  

• Quartz Co. • Rinaldi Homes • Stark 

Lumber • The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen 

Showroom • Turkstra Lumber • Yarnell 

Overhead Doors Ltd.
FLOOR – Domus Porcelain

WALL – Carrara Marble

Your
bathroom

Aristocrat Floors
256 Bunting Road, St-Catharines

905 682-2672

unique flooring / innovative design / endless possibilities

aristocratfloors.ca  /  256 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines  /  905.682.2672

Specializing in Custom 
  Home Electrical Design

Since 1988

H Electric Inc.

Call us before you build and we can 
design an electrical system suited 

specifically to your home

Mike Poortinga

905.651.2469
Fully licensed, insured, and ESA approved

905.685.1311
starklumber.ca

Focused on your  
lumber needs for over 70 years

LUMBER n PLYWOOD n ROOF TRUSSES 
ENGINEERED WOOD PRODUCTS
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215 DESIGN CO. 
Melissa Tofano is the principal designer 
at 215 Design Co. She has embraced 
design since she was a young girl, 
understanding that by having a cohesive 
vision, you can maximize the flow and 
function of any project. She is able to take 
her clients’ visions and make them come 
alive. Melissa is always exploring new 
and exciting design ideas and embraces 
the elements of design risks to bring 
her finished product to the next level. 
Melissa creates positive energy through 
design with the ability to take a space and 
transform it into a work of true artistry 
with a timeless aesthetic.

VISION INTO REALITY 
I like to fully understand my clients 
before starting a project. I make 
sure to get a feel for the space 
we are designing as well as how 
they want to feel when living in 
the space. We draw from a lot of 
inspirational images to reference 
what their style is and we work 
together to come up with a unique 
design plan that suits their vision 
and needs. We all want a space to 
look and feel great, but it has to 
be functional too! We also create 
design plans and 3D renderings 
when requested so everyone can 
be confident with the end results

Melissa Tofano

FAVOURITE TRENDS 
I love moody colour palettes, like rich 
green or soft black. These are on trend 
but hold a timeless feel. Moody colours 
can set the tone for an entire space. 
Personally, I like to keep design choices 
timeless and not always follow the trends 
from year-to-year. The key to design is to 
feel at home in your space and to be able 
to enjoy the space for years to come.

TAILORED 
PLACES

 
Our local pros have the inside scoop on the latest 
trends, practices and products to transform your 

home – both inside and out! 

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Continued on page 38
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SIMPLY WHITE 
INTERIORS
Simply White Interiors is a full-service 
design studio offering clients access to 
the industry’s finest window coverings, 
carpets, upholstered furniture, 
woodwork, custom bedding and an 
extensive fabric library, all under one 
roof. Our Niagara-on-the-Lake workroom 
is home to our team of designers, 
seamstresses, craftsmen, installers and 
project managers who work together to 
provide our residential and commercial 
clients with the full spectrum of design 
services – leveraging our in-house 
resources and our extensive network 
of professional partners and suppliers 
throughout the region. 

TEAM OF EXPERTS 
From the intelligent conception of an 
idea to seamless installations, each 
project is supported by our talented 
team of experts. Since 2010, our family of 
creative professionals has prided itself on 
impeccable service and craftsmanship. 
We look forward to creating with you.

Front: Jennifer Garner & Bren Petrunick
Back: Taylor Rumble, Elizabeth Braun-Loomis,
Declan Howard, Lynn Markoff, Kate Papadinac
& Gloria-Jean Buczowski

LEADING TRENDS
The modern interpretation of chintz is a 
welcome refresh on age-old patterns. We 
love the vibrant, large-scale blooms and 
florals this trend has brought forth and we 
think they’re perfect for a statement sofa, 
armchair, drapery or toss cushions. We’re 
also loving the attention that’s being paid 
to hand-painted cabinetry and furniture; 
it wears well, can easily be repaired and 
offers you limitless colour combinations. 

The focus on vintage and sustainable 
design, particularly furnishings, is 
especially appealing to us. We’ve 
always sought to breathe new life 
into old silhouettes by recoiling and 
reupholstering a classic armchair, 
settee or ottoman. There’s a real art 
to balancing the traditional frames 
with modern fabrics and we love this 
opportunity to be creative.

Continued on page 40
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CUSTOM STAIRCASES  
& RAILINGS

905.662.4949 | 336 Green Rd, Stoney Creek
info@kenedystairs.com   kenedystairs.com

    @kenedystairs    kenedy stairs inc

Transforming Backyards

905.517.0461
w w w.vanamconstr uction.com

Let us help you build your ideal backyard. Our product provides protection from UV rays and the intense summer heat.
Natural Light Patio Covers use Acrylite panels, made from 100% acrylic guaranteed not to fade or discolour for 30 years. 
They can be configured to work in any setting, attached to homes, to cover decks and patios, or built as stand-alone covers 

detached from the house. They are permanent structures that stay in place year-round.

NATURAL LIGHT PATIO COVERS  •  TIMBERLITE PERGOLA  •  3 SEASON ROOMS  •  PAVILIONS  •  DECKS

• InterIor & exterIor Home renovatIons
• addItIons • Insurance restoratIon

905.358.7101 
info@ingham1952.ca 

inghamconstruction.ca

As a leading construction and restoration 
company in the region since 1952, we have been 

helping families renovate, add to, and repair 
damage to their homes and businesses.
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THOMAS TV 
Thomas TV is a full-service audio 
and video shop that has been 
serving Niagara for more than 58 
years. They specialize in home 
theatre systems, integrated music 
throughout your home, HiFi audio 
and, of course, TV. From your 
first visit to their showroom, to 
delivery and final installation, their 
knowledgeable and friendly staff 
are committed to providing the 
best customer service.

EXCITING  
NEW PRODUCTS 
The new Freestyle by Samsung projector 
is incredible; the compact portable 
projector is revolutionizing how you 
consume entertainment by helping you 
put your screen wherever you want – 
inside or out! With Smart TV and audio 
built in, you can project images from 30- 
to 100-inches, anywhere – just tilt, point 
and play. With a built-in speaker and 
optional battery, it’s perfect for patios, 
camping, indoor living and more. Also, 
with outdoor living in mind, the Samsung 
Sound Towers are a must-have. These 
speakers are Bluetooth connected, water 
resistant and battery powered so you 
can place them anywhere you want big 
sound for the party. 

Music streamers are also increasingly 
popular; we carry a variety of options 
like the Arcam Solo Uno, which has 
exceptional sound and connects to your 
speakers for endless music options in 
high resolution.

HANDS-ON 
CUSTOMER SERVICE
We spend time with our customers and 
ask questions to help determine what they 
have in mind. We ask our customers: What 
are you replacing? Is it a new space or are 
you upgrading electronics you already 
have? From there we show them a variety 
of options to help them find just what they 
are looking for.

Ray Thomas, Kaitlin Thomas,
Jacob Thomas, Tom Tsaparis, Jennifer Thomas,
Tyler Thomas & Jordan Fraser

Continued on page 42

SERVING THE NIaGaRa REGIoN INcludING: NIaGaRa FallS, WEllaNd, ST. caTHaRINES, NIaGaRa-oN-THE-lakE & GRIMSBY

BEFORE AFTER<<  >>

We specialize in Kitchen Cabinet Refinishing

Your Dream Kitchen begins with the one you already have!

289.690.1047 • www.refabulated.com

Call or text for your free consultation

JORDAN STATION . 905.562.5977
VERHOEFELECTRIC.COM

. CUSTOM HOMES

. RENOVATIONS

. ADDITIONS

. REWIRES

. PANEL UPGRADES 

. SERVICE WORKWE 
ARE
RESIDENTIAL

Serving Ontario with Architectural Designs since 1983.
Over 5,000 projects to date. 

House plans for new custom homes, additions & garages.

wHAt iS yOur Dream HOme?

Jason Schilstra    905.701.1110    www.rijus.com

40  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

people & places



PH
O

TO
S:

 J
ER

EM
Y 

JA
M

ES
 P

H
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y

ARBORWOOD 
TREE SERVICES
The Arborwood team is passionate 
about tree care. Beyond skills 
development and tree expertise, 
our focus is on customer service 
excellence. Providing you the 
best tree-care service possible is 
integral to what we do.

ADVICE FROM THE PROFESSIONALS
1.	 Watering trees during drought is one of the most 

beneficial means to a healthy and vibrant tree.

2.	 Adding mulch around trees is beneficial, however, be 
careful of the source of the wood and the dyes. And 
remember not to pile the mulch up the trunk of the tree. 

3.	 Hire an arborist to maintain your trees.

Andrew Hordyk 

SERVICES WE OFFER 
We offer organic tree care, insect 
and disease suppression and 
control, tree fertilization, tree 
pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, arborist reports and tree 
preservation plans.

Continued on page 44

“Trees in the physical 
form are like people 
in the spiritual form; 
they are who they 
are because of the 
environment they are 
in or subject to.”

Creek Road 
Paints

Paint . PaPer . Blinds . reclaimed Home décor

www.creekroadpaints.ca

905.468.2412 
1573 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil
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Back: Inessa Perron, Scott Somerville & Janice Baker
Front: DJ Hallett, Jordan Cecchi & John Fiorino

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

INTERIORS 
BY BETTER 
SHADE 
When it comes to hidden gems, 
Interiors by Better Shade might 
be a contender for crown jewel 
for all your interior needs. 
Celebrating more than 67 
years of complementing your 
style at home with custom 
window treatments made 
on-site and quality Canadian 
furniture. Our impressive 
two-storey showroom is 
filled with distinctive designs 
from our Canadian and 
Italian manufacturers.

MODERN AND FRESH
Most customers are modernizing and 
refreshing their homes. They are looking 
for more natural light and a brighter, 
fresh space with a neutral palette – but 
with rich, saturated pops of colour.  OH

NEW FROM OUR DESIGNERS
We are continuing to see the trend of open-concept spaces and furniture being 
used to divide a room. Due to this trend, sofas, loveseats and sectionals with folding 
headrests and footrests are more and more popular, offering a sleek modern look that 
doesn’t obstruct sight lines, keeps visual clutter to a minimum and remains comfortable 
when reclined.

Kitchens . Vanities 
Wall Units & More

Come visit our newly redesigned 
showroom for all of your home 

custom cabinetry needs.

Your imagination is our template 
and the possibilities are endless!

10-2895 st. Paul ave, niagara Falls, on
905.358.8913 | www.milestonemillwork.com

PROVIDING SERVICE ACROSS THE 
ENTIRE NIAGARA REGION

 

STAIRS | RAILINGS | RE-CAPPING

We specialize in residential stairs 
and railings, offering a full range of 

products and services. No matter what 
style you’re looking for, we can build 
something that will fit your vision and 

make your home look fantastic.

 905.359.4940 
info@nextstepniagara.com 
www.nextstepniagara.com  

Painting | Renovations | Restorations

Contact Us Today  
for a Free Estimate

Painting | Renovations | Restorations

Contact Us Today  
for a Free Estimate

Looking for a Refresh?
Let us liven up those walls!

Now’s the 
perfect time 
for a change!

Contact Us Today for a Free Estimate!
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THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  
THE NIAGARA REGION AND SURROUNDING AREA

STEVEBUILT INC.   
SteveBuilt Inc. was founded 
on the principle that quality is 
paramount. This work ethic has 
been pivotal to the company as 
they’ve expanded their operations 
in the Niagara Region, receiving 
high praise from the community.

Their team takes pride in the 
excellent track record they have 
with their clients – this means 
that they always work with you to 
make your vision become a reality, 
providing you with experience-
based solutions along the way.

Whether you’re looking to 
build the home of your dreams, 
to shake it up with a whole home 
renovation or to add a specialized 
space with a home addition, 
SteveBuilt can take care of it. 

Meeting deadlines, hiring 
licensed professionals, prioritizing 
cleanliness and possessing 
meticulous attention to detail are 
their keys to success.

You can have peace of mind in 
knowing that the SteveBuilt team 
are experienced, licensed and 
fully qualified to build your home.

The President and Operator, 
Steve Schroeder, was personally 
awarded with the title of Best 
General Contractor and Best 
Building Contractor/Consultant 
for Niagara’s 2021 Reader’s Choice 
Awards. As a company, SteveBuilt 
Inc. earned the title of Best Home 
Renovation Company.

SteveBuilt services the St. 
Catharines, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Niagara Falls, Beamsville and 
Fonthill areas. 
905.401.9338 

 @stevebuilt_inc 
 @SteveBuilt.inc 

stevebuilt.ca
(Please see ad on pg 21)

REFABULATED PAINTED 
KITCHENS & FURNITURE   
At Refabulated Painted 
Kitchens & Furniture we believe 
your DREAM KITCHEN starts 
with the one you already have! 
Most kitchens were built with 
good bones and good design 
but over time the finish on your 
doors and drawers can wear and 
look tired and dated. We can 
help! We refinish cabinetry. We 
can customize your cabinetry at 
a fraction of the cost of a brand 
new kitchen without the hassle 
of a complete renovation. The 
best part? It leaves room in the 
budget for the elements that 
can really shine, such as quartz 
countertops or a beautifully 
designed backsplash.  

We have a proven 
process with results that 
never disappoint. Share your 
inspiration with us! We are 
also full of good ideas as well 
as working with a designer 
for colour consults. We are 
confident we can help you 
create the kitchen you will love, 
starting with painting your 
cabinetry.  

We also paint furniture, 
customizing with the Benjamin 
Moore colour palette. We offer 
discounted hardware from 
the latest designs to more 
traditional styles. The hardware 
on your cabinetry is the jewelry 
of your kitchen and should not 
be overlooked! 
Call or text for  
your free quote:  
289.690.1047   
refabulated.com
(Please see ad on pg 41)

HAMILTONS OF PELHAM   
Hamiltons of Pelham is a 
locally-owned and family-
operated shop bringing you 
art and gifts for home and 
garden, sourced from near 
and far. We strive to showcase 
unique pieces that inspire and 
delight. Let us help you to find 
the perfect something for you 
or that special person for whom 
you are buying.

Transform your garden 
with a hand glazed planter 
from Vietnam, or enjoy your 
favourite greenery in the 
ancient style pottery from 
Portugal, Spain and the Isle of 
Crete. Stun guests at your next 
garden party with a hand-
carved Zimbabwean stone 
sculpture and let yourself be 
carried away with the serene 
music of a Woodstock chime. 
Our kinetic wind spinners and 
hand-welded metal art are sure 
to please the most discerning 
gardener.

Step inside our shop and 
find a variety of art prints by 
some of Canada’s most prolific 
Indigenous artists, or wow 
family and friends with a Mova 
globe that rotates entirely 
through solar energy. Our family 
is passionate about bringing 
you and yours beautiful pieces 
from the world over.

We look forward to seeing 
you at Hamiltons of Pelham, 
and to sharing our excitement 
about the artists whom we 
represent.

See you soon!
306 Canboro Rd, Pelham  
289.897.8444    
hamiltonsofpelham.com
(Please see ad on pg 10)

Luc and Heather

FRANK + CO. 
CONSTRUCTION LTD.   
Frank + Co. Construction 
Ltd. is an experienced custom 
home framing and project 
management firm providing 
honesty in craftsmanship.

Located in Southern 
Ontario, we work with only the 
most reputable local builders, 
designers, and architects. We are 
actively engaged in the building 
process throughout the project 
to deliver our clients an expertly 
crafted home they will enjoy for 
generations.

From custom framing to 
bespoke curves, hand-cut 
roofs and steelwork, our clients 
appreciate our attention to 
detail. Our masterful in-house 
carpentry team excels at radius 
work, conventional hand-cut 
roof assemblies, placement 
of structural steel, tall wall 
construction, and high-
performance home construction, 
incorporating many intricate 
plan details.

Aside from our next-level 
workmanship, we place great 
emphasis on customer care, 
maintaining the highest level of 
professionalism, honesty, and 
transparency in our relationships 
with our clients, carpenters, and 
trades.

Our dedication to safety 
and quality is at the core of our 
company culture. At Frank + Co., 
safety is our number one priority. 
We have an in-house safety 
program that’s custom-tailored to 
the ever-evolving industry. We look 
forward to discussing your project.
info@frankandcompany.ca
289.836.8418
frankandcompany.ca
(Please see ad on pg 15)

INTERIORS BY BETTER SHADE
Interiors By Better Shade: The 
destination showroom for all 
your interior design needs in 
the Niagara peninsula. A stone’s 
throw from Hamilton and on the 
way to your Niagara-on-the-Lake 
getaway, we are Ontario’s largest 
chair gallery with a beautiful 
selection of furnishings for your 
whole home, at a better price. 

Fourth-generation family 
owned and operated since 
our beginning in 1955, we 
are renowned for our custom 
window treatments made 
on-site. From shutters to drapery, 
and everything in between, 
we make every type of window 
covering quickly and affordably.

Visit our inviting and 
beautifully-appointed showroom 
to meet with our experienced 
design team. In a relaxed, 
no-pressure atmosphere we 
will help your vision come 
together with results that exceed 
expectation and blend comfort 
with functionality, making your 
time at home more enjoyable. 
From new builds, keeping that 
fresh modern model home 
feel, to renovating or updating 
a single room in your home, 
buying local and shopping 
Canadian-made with us is a fun 
and stylish option. From Home 
Theatre Seating and recliners 
to custom sofas, sectionals, 
chairs and rugs, artwork and 
accessories, please come and 
see how we can make your 
whole home BETTER!  
469 Glendale Ave,  
St. Catharines | 905.227.4555 
interiorsbybettershade.com 

 @interiorsbybettershade
(Please see ads on pg 8, 9)

SERENDIPITY SOY 
CANDLES  
We proudly hand pour each 
of our 100% pure soy candles 
in Collingwood, ON. We are 
happy to make all-natural 
candles at an affordable 
price for all to safely enjoy. 
With over 500 scents and 
30 collections, we have 
something for everyone. 
Join us at our downtown 
Collingwood locations for a 
Candle Making Workshop – 
book online. We also offer a 
fundraising program, franchise 
opportunities, corporate gifts 
and wedding and event favours. 
9 RETAIL LOCATIONS:
• 	COLLINGWOOD Outlet Store
•	 COLLINGWOOD Downtown 

Store
•	OAKVILLE Oakville Place
•	 BARRIE Georgian Mall
•	 HAMILTON Limeridge Mall
•	 ST. CATHARINES Pen Centre
•	 KITCHENER Fairview Park Mall
•	 PICKERING Pickering Town 

Centre
•	 LONDON White Oaks Mall

At Serendipity, we’re 
dedicated to reaching the 
masses. That means offering 
an affordably priced product 
for more than just a lucky few 
to enjoy. We’re committed to 
showing people how awesome 
and easy it is to make better 
purchasing decisions as a 
consumer and safely burn and 
enjoy a candle in their home that 
is safe and clean burning.

Hope you’ll join us in 
spreading the word and SOY 
JOY while supporting our 
mandate to make the world a 
better place, one clean-burning 
candle at a time.
serendipitycandlefactory.com 
(Please see ad on pg 10)

STONEY CREEK FURNITURE 
For more than 50 years, Stoney 
Creek Furniture has offered 
families an unparalleled 
selection of beautiful 
furnishings for every room in 
their home. Our 85,000 sq. ft. 
showroom of inspiring looks for 
the living, dining and bedroom 
is a welcoming place where 
you can browse comfortably for 
that perfect statement piece 
or on-trend accessory. Helpful 
advice from our friendly design 
team is always available when 
you need it.

“Many of Stoney Creek 
Furniture’s non-commissioned 
staff have been with us for 
decades, which contributes 
to the family feel and relaxed 
environment that has kept 
our customers coming back 
for generations,” says Jim 
Fee, Stoney Creek Furniture’s 
President. “They count on us 
for quality furniture from a 
community-based company 
dedicated to personal service. 
They also appreciate our 
ongoing efforts to increase 
our lineup of eco-responsible 
manufacturers who share our 
commitment to sustainability. 
So whether you are furnishing 
one room or a full house, we can 
help you create the look you’ll 
love, knowing you’ll feel good 
about it for years to come.”

We invite you to drop in 
and experience Stoney Creek 
Furniture for yourself. You will 
be amazed at what’s in store  
for you.
395 Lewis Rd, Stoney Creek
1.800.263.8575
stoneycreekfurniture.com 
(Please see ad on pg 51)

CLOSETS BY DESIGN    
Closets by Design is the 
leading manufacturer of Home 
Organization products. Our 
offerings include design, 
manufacturing and installation 
of reach-in and walk-in custom 
closets, garage cabinets 
and flooring, home offices, 
wallbeds, media centres, 
laundry rooms, pantries, hobby 
rooms and more. 

At Closets by Design® our 
custom products are designed 
with you in mind, so you can 
trust that our products will 
meet your needs with regard to 
function and aesthetics. Plus, 
our many available options 
and accessories mean you can 
always find features that match 
your existing décor. Maximize 
your storage space and 
maximize the possibilities.  

Since 1982, Closets By 
Design® has built a reputation 
of integrity as the industry 
leader in customer service and 
total customer satisfaction. 
From our no-obligation 
in-home consultation, 
custom tailored designs and 
the highest quality product 
construction, our products 
simply offer the best value in 
the industry.

Imagine your home totally 
organized. Let Closets By 
Design® be your partner in 
realizing this dream. 
1.877.563.7799 
closetsbydesign.ca
(Please see ad on pg 7)
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NEW online store

shop all three Niagara
ReStores on one website

habitatniagararestore.ca

MOVERS LTD.

Sarah, Wendy and Andrew 
Family Owners

Ariaan (Harry) Mans 
Founder 

Family owned and 
operated since 1978. 
Celebrating our 44th 

Year in Business!

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

EST 1978
Family

Owned & 
Operated
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www.mountaineermovers.com

CALL FOR ALL YOUR MOVINg NEEdS

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

Sign up for our
Newsletter

3 Gorgeous Homes    

3 Exclusive Giveaways    
3 Behind-the-Scenes Access

Local Homes, Local Retailers, 
Local Trades...in your 

neighbourhood

Follow us on 
social Media

Check out our  
digital editioNs

celebrating life at home

looKiNg For More waYs to
coNNect witH ?

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email marie.gallagher@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 905.399.0717.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
  

ARBORICULTURE/ARBORIST
Arborwood Tree Service, 5

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Rijus Home Design, 41

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Hamiltons of Pelham, 10, 46
Serendipity Soy Candle Factory, 10, 47

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME  
TECHNOLOGY
Thomas TV, 7

AUTOMOBILE
Performance Auto Group, 52

AWNINGS/TENTS/SHELTERS
Dave Van Am Construction, 39

BUILDERS
Frank + Co. Construction Ltd., 15, 46
Homes By Hendriks, 4
Rinaldi Homes, 2
SteveBuilt Inc., 21, 47

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Stark Lumber, 35

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Enns Cabinetry, 4 
Milestone Millwork & Custom Kitchens, 45
Mission Custom Cabinetry, 27 

CHARITABLE/NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS
Habitat for Humanity, 49

COUNTERTOPS
First In Counters, 43

EAVESTROUGHS/SOFFIT/FASCIA
Tip Top Exteriors, 27

ELECTRICAL
H Electric Inc., 35
Verhoef Electric, 41

FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Simply White Interiors, 13

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
House By The School, 27

FLOORING
Aristocrat Floors of the World, 35
Modern Hardwood, 27

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Interiors by Better Shade, 8, 9, 46
Simply White Interiors, 13
Stoney Creek Furniture, 47, 51

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES
Gauld Nurseries, 15

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
Thomas TV, 7

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/RENOVATIONS
F. Ingham Construction Company Ltd, 39
Frank + Co. Construction Ltd., 15, 46
Giura Brothers Inc, 45
Homes By Hendriks, 4
SteveBuilt Inc., 21, 47

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Elegant Living Decorating, 15
Simply White Interiors, 13
Sprague Interiors, 21

KITCHEN & BATH
Enns Cabinetry, 4

Milestone Millwork & Custom Kitchens, 45
Mission Custom Cabinetry, 27 
Nine Lives Custom Refinishing, 19
Refabulated Painted Kitchens  
	 & Furniture, 41, 46

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
DeKorte’s Landscaping, 11
Young Sod Farms, 27

LIGHTING
Distinctive Lighting Concepts, 19
Don’s Light House, 11

MOVING & STORAGE
Mountaineer Movers Limited, 49

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Closets by Design, 7, 47

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Dave Van Am Construction, 39

PAINTING & DECORATING
Creek Road Paints, 43

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING  
& STAINING
Nine Lives Custom Refinishing, 19
Refabulated Painted Kitchens  
	 & Furniture, 41, 46

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Kenedy Stairs, 39
Maplewood Stairs, 27
Next Step, 45

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Interiors by Better Shade, 8, 9, 46

WINDOWS & DOORS
Crowland Sash & Frame, 3
Tip Top Exteriors, 27
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1. RENWIL: Bruno Bookends  2. RENWIL: Teano 
Side Table & Magazine Holder  3. INDIGO: A4 
Spiral Notebook in Terrazzo Blush  4. GEON TILE: 
Assorted Terrazzo Tile  5. SURYA: Terra Pillow  
6. RENWIL: Castelo Pillow  7. S’WELL: Pink 
Terrazzo Takeaway Mug  8. IH CASADÉCOR: 9.5” 
Cutting Board Shape Ceramic Trivet  9. SIMONS: 
Concrete Disc Hook  10. NUEVO: Nani Sconce in 
Bubble Gum Terrazzo  11. CRATE & KIDS: Terrazzo 
Toddler Bedding  12. SUGARHOUSE CERAMIC 
CO.: Hand-Painted Terrazzo Mug in Speckle  
13. STYLE IN FORM: Anthology Honeycomb 
Coasters  14. MADE GOODS: Janison Tray Set 
in White Mop Terrazzo  15. ABBOTT: Luncheon 
Terrazzo Napkins  16. SIMONS: Terrazzo-Print 
Shower Curtain  17. SIMONS: Terrazzo-Print Bath 
Mat  18. SIMONS: Terrazzo Printed Accessories  OH

Terrazzo is back in all 
shapes and colours. 
And it’s not just for 
floors, walls and 
counters. The terrazzo 
look is everywhere 
and we’ve found some 
fun ways to introduce 
this look at home.
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1.800.263.8575 | 395 LEWIS ROAD, STONEY CREEK 

Beautiful is always in
The quality furnishings you’d love in your home  
are here to inspire you. Visit our remarkable 
85,000 sq. ft. showroom where you’ll find lots  
in stock and new arrivals. Exactly what you  
want with the advice you need to make it fit  
in beautifully.

To find out more, visit 
stoneycreekfurniture.com

50  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

f inishing touch



Audi Niagara   365 Lake Street  |  St. Catharines  |  905-688-3337  |  audiniagara.com
©2022 Audi Canada. European model shown. AUDI AG trademarks are used under license.

Future is an attitude

Electric innovation.
The all-new Audi Q4 e-tron.

Meet the fi rst-ever Audi Q4 e-tron: the all-electric 
SUV that merges performance and practicality. 
The Q4 e-tron puts luxury electric driving fi rmly 
within your reach.


