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Building Trust. Creating a Lifestyle.

Tel  416.777.2324       Dir  416.886.2290
4632 Yonge Street,  Suite 202  Toronto,  ON  M2N 5M1

Email

Multi Award Winning 
Company including 
Best Custom Home 

in Canada

Design. Build. Project Management. 

34 years international multi-site project management and operations

In-house Engineers, Architectural Technicians, PMP and P.GSC by Canadian Construction Association

Featured in magazines, TV and newspapers

Fine Custom Homes and Boutique Custom Renovations

 Visit our showroom at 220 Queen St. S., Streetsville, Mississauga

WWW.CCHARM.COM       905.542.9333

natural beauty...
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BARRIE  •  BURLINGTON  •  COLLINGWOOD  •  TORONTO  •  DUNDAS  •  MARKHAM

BURLINGTON: 2202 INDUSTRIAL ST.  |  905.320.4811
DUNDAS: 242 GOVERNORS RD.  |  905.966.2551

BLINDS  •   SHUT TERS  •   SHADINGS  •   DRAPERY

SHADES OF 
SUMMER 

SALE

CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE YOUR IN HOME CONSULTATION 
OR VISIT OUR GALLERY SHOWROOMS

Design Studio™ Drapery Side Panels With Roman Shades

Silhouette® Window Shadings

MEET .  CONCEPT .  DESIGN .  SELECT .  CONSTRUCT .  INSPECT .  ENJOY!

 Working together to design, manufacture and install 
custom cabinetry, using your choice of fine and exotic wood, man-made materials and custom chosen 
finishes, expertly crafted to suit your lifestyle and needs...from start to finish.

9 Meadow Lane . Dundas ON 
905.627.2302

www.uniquecustomcabinets.com

Cabinetmaker  
Tim Dagg       

UniqueCustomCabinets.indd   1 2019-11-19   10:14 AM



Exclusive Luxur y Home -  Casa Faro Azul,  Costa Rica

Casa Faro Azul is a private luxury residence in Costa Rica perched at the edge of the rainforest on 
a small cliff above the Pacific Ocean on Faro Escondido, an exclusive community near Marina Los Sueños. 
This palace-like home was designed to make residents feel as if they are endlessly surrounded by picturesque 
scenery and breathtaking views of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast from its terraces and patios, hence its name 
“The Blue Lighthouse”. 12,500 sq. ft. under nice high ceilings and refreshing central air conditioning, with 
additional 5,000 sq. ft. of balconies, decks, and patios with an enthralling décor that makes residents feel as 
though there’s no boundary among themselves and the open breadths of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast combined 
with the common tropical environmental factors that are all part of a beautiful scenario.

THIS UNIQUE LUXURY HOME 
AWAITS YOU IN THE MIDDLE OF 
PARADISE.

Visitors will be assured of privacy and solitude, 
along with the Costa Rica Luxurious Lifestyles 
team’s VIP concierge services, with a wide range 
of contemporary amenities. 

Elevating the human spirit through

Luxury Relaxation

https://crluxlifestyle.com/vip-vacation-rental/casa-faro-azul/   |  +1.626.650.8272   |  olga@crluxlifestyle.com

REopEning soon!
To ouR wondERful 

consignoRs and cusTomERs:
we will be opening our doors as soon  

as we are allowed to do so! 
stay up to date with the latest news on 
our website...as well you’ll see all of our 
new arrivals and final sale items! check 

out themillionairesdaughter.com for details. 

“I cannot wait for the day we can come in 
to shop!” ~ Christine @ One Evergreen Lane

“Hello any idea on when 
you will reopen?” ~ Kara

“This place is my happy place! I can’t 
wait to visit again soon.” ~ Ann

MEssAgEs frOM Our AMAzIng CusTOMErs:

427 SPEERS RD, OAKVILLE 289.837.3800
40 ENGELHARD DR, AURORA 905.503.9400

272 OTTAWA ST N, HAMILTON 905.543.8000
1436 VICTORIA ST N, KITCHENER 226.647.4777

THEMILLIONAIRESDAUGHTER.COM

Shop here for fabulous furniture and decor on consignment
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416.704.6381   |   3-348 Lakeshore Rd., E., Mississauga ON  |  jt@trubuild.com  |  www.trubuild.com

c u s t o m  h o m e s  a n d  r e n o v a t i o n s

t r u s t e d ,  r e l i a b l e  a n d  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g

luxury Real EsTate 
Investments

COMMUNITY PROFESSIONALS, BROkERAgE  318 Dundurn St S • Hamilton ON  L8P 4L6 • 905.522.1110

VINCENT FRACASSI | 905.522.1110 | fracassiandco.com

HAmlET HEIgHTS - ANCASTER  |  BUNgAlOFTS  |  $1,549,900
REgISTER TOdAy AT HAmlETHEIgHTS.COm



Visit Our Showroom To See Our 
Fiberglass Doors on Display!

Quality Doors - Since 1993

Finally there is a vinyl shutter that has the look, feel, and warmth of wood. Smart Shutter Canada has 
the latest innovation in shutters, delivering elegance and a low maintenance and eco-friendly product. 
Our shutters are V.O.C.-free and have been found to outperform the rest and are the best in terms 
of environmental impact and durability – they are custom made to fit your windows, will add instant 
value to your home and save on energy costs!

Based out of Hamilton, we are conveniently located to provide you with an outstanding shutter at 
a great price. We also do custom specialty shapes! Anything from arches, brows, triangles, circles, 
octagons, and everything in between. We measure, make, and install...Any shape, any size, we do it all!

With over 20 years of experience, and having dealt with thousands of customers, we have a strict set 
of guidelines that includes multiple inspection points throughout the fabrication process, ensuring we 
exceed our customer’s expectations. We welcome the opportunity to earn your trust and to provide 
you with the best shutters on the market, with the best service, at the absolute best price!

*First responders receive additional savings! We thank you for your service.

SHUTTERS. SHADES. BLINDS. We will not be undersold!

smartshuttercanada.com
905-389-9800

Call us, for all your 
window treatment needs.

SAVE
40%
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QUALITY + DESIGN
Our reputation is built on our unique attention to quality & design. 
We offer a full range of products and services to fulfill all your kitchen & bathroom renovation needs.
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

A NOTE FROM  
Hamilton 

I’M A BIT OF A WALKER. I like looking at neighbourhood 
homes, especially at dusk when I can catch a glimpse of inside style. (Is 
that wrong?) But this past year, with things being the way they are, I’ve 
rambled further afield. I’m drawn to the wide open farmers’ fields, rail 
trails and paths through the woods and near water. 

I’ve never felt so connected to the changing seasons. I welcome 
the distinctive palettes and I’m recognizing what blooms, and dies, 
when. I’ve learned where the wild asparagus comes up, where to find 
the best hidden black raspberry patches and which paths to take to 
find wildflowers. So often now, my route is dictated by the foliage 
I want to see. 

It fills me with such joy and even inspires me in our own garden. 
For landscaping inspiration though, you can’t miss the home we 
feature on page 84. With multiple outdoor spaces overlooking park 
land, it’s an extraordinary haven embracing nature, just minutes from 
downtown Dundas.

We also have a gorgeous new build on page 36 that makes the most 
of its environment. Set on rural acreage, there’s even a creek! You’ll be 
forgiven though if you can’t look past the interior, Natasha has done 
wonderful things.

I do want to mention a special Spotlight in this issue (page 80), 
highlighting an invaluable nonprofit organization, Food4Kids. Give it a 
read – if you think you might be able to help, I encourage you to do so.

And so, to all the walkers and non-walkers out there, I wish you 
each a happy and healthy summer.

Melissa North, Managing Editor
melissa.north@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

905.599.1816 | info@organizedtransitions.ca | www.organizedtransitions.ca

DOWNSIZING? CLEARING AN ESTATE?

Estate Clear Outs  

Auction Setup and Sale

Move Management 

Packing & Unpacking

Sorting & Organizing

Your Move Made Simple...

Organized
Transitions

The World’s Most Advanced 
Waterproofing Technology!

Typical waterproofing will cost you $25,000 
or more, but Jet-Flush will cost you under 

$3,900 & deliver better results!

Jet-Flushing is Waterproofing!

Save Money  •  Done Fast  •  Reduce Wear

647.932.3635
www.jetflushing.ca

647.932.3635
www.jetflushing.ca

Our Jet-Flush Waterproofing System uses already 
existing technology from your home’s original 

construction (weeping or drainage tile).

By clearing out debris from this existing drainage 
system completely around your home, NOAHS is 

able to completely flood-proof your home without 
entirely digging up your lawn, driveway and / or 

patio stones, as well as save you huge $$ on 
flood-proofing your home against torrential 

downpours.

The BEST part about NOAHS Superior Jet-Flush 
Waterproofing Technology System, is that it starts 
at only $3900 CAD. That’s right, for the low cost of 

under $4k you could have your entire basement 
SAVED from flood conditions which typically 

give rise to leaky wet basements and poor living 
conditions for yourself and your family!

Food4kids.ca
$15

provides  a weekend of food for a child.
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

 A NOTE FROM 
Oakville Burlington Mississauga

LIKE THE REST OF THE WORLD, our family slid into a new 
routine at the start of the pandemic. Admittedly, we’ve had it easier 
than most. At 20 and 17, our children are self-sufficient, so we don’t 
know the struggle of corralling our kids for another day of online 
learning, or wrestling them into something other than last week’s 
pajamas. We’re not constantly diffusing silly shenanigans or cries of 
“I’m bored” while trying to catch Zoom meetings.

Like the rest of the world, the gentle beat of our day-to-day activity 
was gone. Suddenly, there was no coordinating pick-ups from our son’s 
job and extracurricular activities, no rush to drop him at a friend’s and 
make something for dinner. There was no jetting to our daughter’s 
campus with cookies during a week of grueling mid-terms, or picking 
her (and her laundry!) up for the weekend. There was no setting sail in 
different directions, no need to coordinate errands and grocery shops 
and factor everything in. We were all moored together. 

My husband and I have been married for 23 years. Before the kids, 
we did everything side by side. We grabbed coffee on our ride to work 
together. We grocery shopped. We cooked dinner and shared the 
household chores. It’s a dance we’ve perfected after years of getting 
it all done. Post-children, things shifted. We coordinated to-do lists 
and handled obligations while rushing in opposite directions. It never 
seemed to stop, even as the kids got older. The rush-rush life became 
part of our daily beat, until it was gone. 

Now, with our little family in the same nest, we eat dinner together, 
watch television together, go on walks together. It’s a slower pace, 
but I’ve realized I like it this way. We don’t have to fill every moment 
of every day to feel productive. I want this ordeal to be over as much 
as everyone else, but I’m glad for some of the gifts it’s given me, like 
appreciating the chance to be side by side once again, and just enjoy 
being for the sake of being. 

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

Follow us    
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

Brant County’s Leader in C  nadian Home FurnisHings

Where Quality meets great Prices!
420 Lynden Rd, Brantford, ON N3T 5M1 

519.647.3663   dalshomefurnishings.com
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Come visit our  
20,000 sq.ft. Showroom!

by Canadel

In-Home 
Design 

Consultations

NOW OFFERING

Ontario
- 

wide 

Delivery

QuaLity  Custom  soLid Wood  
SOFAS, SECTIONALS, MATTRESSES, BEDS, DINING ROOM TABLES, BARSTOOLS & MORE!

Over 50 Customizable Bar Stools – MADE IN CANADA thousands ofcombinations

Custom Order pick your height + pick your finish + pick your fABric 

Dals_Sum21.indd   1 2021-06-02   9:19 AM
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Country living takes on a whole new definition 
in a stylish and fresh family bungalow. 
Story, page 36. Photography by Kelly Horkoff.
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Do You Know What Your Home is Worth? Call for a Complimentary Home Evaluation.

$2,788,000

$3,999,000 $4,488,000

$3,998,000
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To meet a growing expectation from 
consumers, businesses are adopting an ethical 
sourcing approach to ensure products are 
obtained responsibly and sustainably. To be 
effective, it depends upon the integrity of the 
entire supply chain to include environmental 
standards as well as a commitment to safe 
working conditions, fair labour practices 
and living wages for the workers producing 
the goods.

In a global economy, with different 
environmental and social standards across 
countries, this can be a complex, layered issue 
– so how do we know where to begin?

Here are some simple ways we can all 
source more ethically: 

Choose less. The most sustainable product is 
the one that is not produced.

Choose local. A local supply chain reduces 
shipping, emissions and energy usage.

Choose vintage, reclaimed, recycled or 
upcycled. Reuse or repurpose a material or 
product that is already in circulation.

When sourcing, do your own research and 
don’t be afraid to ask the supplier questions 
on the procurement of goods. Businesses 
must take responsibility for the goods they 
provide. A transparent process builds trust 
with customers.

 Where was this product manufactured?

 How was this product manufactured? What 
resources and energy were required? 

 What raw materials were used in the 
production? How sustainable are they? 

 Does the production of this material cause 
environmental degradation to the local 
ecosystem?

 What is the company’s policy surrounding 
ethical sourcing?

 Are the working conditions safe for those who 
produced the product? Are living wages and fair 
labour practices ensured?

 What will happen to this product at the end of its 
useful life? Does the company offer a recycling 
program? Will it eventually biodegrade? Or will it 
end up in a landfill?

Several certifications have been developed to help 
consumers identify responsibly sourced products. 
Although these certifications provide a good 
starting point, it’s important for buyers to continue 
asking questions and performing independent 
research to understand the certification 
requirements. Consumers can also identify products 
that may not carry certification, but the producer/
supplier/business may still have high independent 
standards for their procurement of goods. Examples 
of certifications to look out for:

 Fairtrade – sets standards for sustainable 
production and livelihoods for factory workers 
and farmers.

 FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) – responsible 
forest-management standards.

 GoodWeave – certifies child-labour-free rugs.

 GOTS (Global Organic Textile Standard) – 
products meet strict organic criteria. 

 Nest Ethical Handcraft Program – monitors 
artisan supply chains for ethics and sustainability. 

 OEKO-TEX – textile certifications concerning 
health, environment and fair manufacturing.

 RWS (Responsible Wool Standard) – supports the 
well-being of sheep and the land they graze on.

A criticism of ethical sourcing is that it does 
not address the core issue of consumerism. If 
sustainability is a basic tenet of ethical sourcing, as 
privileged as we are in the Western world, we must 
acknowledge that our current rate of consumption 
is simply not sustainable. We can begin to evaluate 
basic needs, research the environmental impact of 
purchases (big and small), prioritize the well-being 
of people and the planet, support local supply 
chains and become more intentional and mindful 
consumers. Aligning our habits of consumption with 
our values will help contribute to the world we wish 
to see today – and for future generations.  OH

THE ETHICS 
OF SOURCING

Interior Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens shares her ideas.

The housing industry contributes significantly to the Canadian 
economy and plays an important role in our local – and global – 
communities. However, the procurement of products involved in the 
construction, design and decoration of our homes can also have a 
significant impact on the well-being of both people and the planet.

1

2

3

4

1. LUMINAIRE AUTHENTIK: Talo 12 LA00 
& Sub 09 03-LA43 (Drawn, designed and 
made in Quebec)  2. MYRA SCOTT TEXTILES: 
Sydney Cushion Cover in Jive (Hand-sewn, 
designed and printed in Canada)  3. FUSION 
MINERAL PAINT: Zero VOC Paints (Made in 
Canada)  4. PURPARKET INC.: Engineered 
Hardwood Flooring (VOC free, CARB Phase II 
Compliant and made in Canada)

EthicsOfSourcing.indd   2 2021-05-04   3:51 PM

905.990.8781
sales@newagehardware.com

www.newagehardware.com
3-348 Lakeshore Rd., E., Mississauga ON

 ARIA Vents  |  Interior Handlesets  |  Accessories  |  Exterior Handlesets
Sliding Door Hardware  |  Cabinet Hardware

LOCATED IN 
PORT CREDIT

25+ Years Experience
100% Canadian Made Cabinetry  |  Quality Craftsmanship

Custom Made Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry
Closet Systems  |  Entertainment Units  |  Basement Renovations
Full Renovations & More!

905.844.3332 | www.aromakitchens.ca | info@aromakitchens.ca
Visit Our 6,000 sq.ft. Design Centre: Units 2-3, 333 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville

Create Your Dream Look

438 Mohawk Rd W Hamilton | 905.574.2434
54 Wilson St W Ancaster | 905.648.2420

afticadecor.com

curbside pickup available 
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2 	 JANSEN FURNITURE

Garden Statues
Set your yard apart with striking, 
life-size bronze deer. Sourced from 
Niagara’s own family-run Irongate 
Garden Elements, offering the 
largest collection of bronze statues 
and fountains in Canada. These 
guys won’t eat your plants.

4700 South Service Rd., Beamsville 
905.401.6947 | jansenfurniture.ca

3 	 SALNEK’S CUSTOM  
	 WINDOW TREATMENTS

Hardware
Select hardware that’s timeless and 
handcrafted from the finest materials, 
like brass, cast iron, bronze, Murano 
glass and crystal. It’s a luxurious yet 
functional finishing touch, making the 
ordinary extraordinary. 

2202B Industrial St., Burlington | 905.320.4811 
242 Governors Rd., Dundas | 905.966.2551 
salnek.ca

1 	 GRAHAM & BROOKS

Paddles
Celebrate outdoor living with 
beautiful decorative paddles 
locally hand-painted in a wide 
selection of colours. They’re 
perfect for the cottage wall, the 
bunkie, a child’s room or your 
family room in the city. 

43 Cootes Dr., Dundas 
289.238.8618 | grahamandbrooks.com

6 	 HOLLEY WOODWORKING

Coffee Table & Charcuterie Boards
Centre the action in the living room 
around this custom, live-edge walnut 
coffee table with hairpin legs. It’s built 
for durability with a polyurethane 
top coat. Add a paddle-shaped 
charcuterie board made of assorted 
domestic and exotic hardwoods.

190 Dorchester Blvd., St. Catharines  
416.896.3708 | holleywoodworking.com

4 	 COVERS CANADA

Drapes
Bold and modern, wave drapes 
feature deep, smooth waves that 
maintain their distinctive look 
thanks to the unique header style. 
All Covers drapes are handcrafted 
in their own Canadian workroom. 

2500 Appleby Line, Burlington 
905.333.8121 | coverscanada.ca

5 	 INTERIORS BY BETTER SHADE

Swivel Glider & Ottoman
Everything about this Canadian-
made Dutailier Denver swivel 
glider and ottoman exudes cosy. 
It’s nothing short of cool come 
summer thanks to its cooling 
Technogel seat that also relieves 
pressure on your tailbone. 

469 Glendale Ave., St. Catharines 
905.227.4555 | interiorsbybettershade.com

Continued on page 30
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natural 
HARMONY Find joy this season with 

products that enhance 
your summer style. 
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Arroyo Red  
2085-10

Agean Teal  
2136-40

7

8

Bermuda Blue  
2061-30

Atrium White  
OC-145

7 	 TAPS BATH

Toto Toilet
Embrace the Neorest NX2 toilet from 
Toto. Its Actilight elevates cleaning with 
a bacteria-neutralizing ultraviolet light 
and titanium dioxide-fired toilet bowl. 
The heated, automatic open-and-close, 
warm-water-washing, Washlet bidet seat 
boasts an air purifying system and warm 
air dryer.

1020 Lawrence Ave. W, Toronto | 416.785.0224  
3050 Vega Blvd., Mississauga | 905.569.1262  
tapsbath.com 

8  	 AFTICA DECOR

Paint
We’re still crushing on Benjamin Moore’s 
colour of the year, Aegean Teal, chosen 
for its harmonious hue. Marion from 
Aftica coordinates it with Atrium White. 
For a pop of summery colour, how about 
Bermuda Blue or Arroyo Red as an 
accent? Sigh… colour love.

54 Wilson St. W., Ancaster | 905.648.2420  
438 Mohawk Rd. W., Hamilton | 905.574.2434 
afticadecor.com  OH

30 Main St S, Waterford | 519.222.3505 | brusheddesigns.ca

Custom Restyled Vintage Furniture + Home Accents

irongatege.ca  
905.401.6947 

4700 South Service Rd, Beamsville 

Stunning EuRopEan  
gaRdEn accEntS to BEautify 

youR outdooR SpacE
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CHARCUTERIE 
PICNIC BOX 
There’s nothing better than charcuterie for a 
picnic. Whip up a quick charcuterie box and 
head to the beach to enjoy the sunset!

A How-To Guide to Charcuterie:

pack a
PICNIC

MAKE THESE THREE SIMPLE 
RECIPES TO-GO FOR YOUR NEXT
AL FRESCO MEAL.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED

Meats and cheeses 
– choose 2-3 of your 
favourites

Fruits – grapes, 
berries and kiwi

Dried fruits – apricots, 
figs or dates

Condiments – olives, jams, 
grainy mustard and nuts

Crackers and bread

A portable to-go box 
– you can use a baking 
dish as well

TIPS AND TRICKS

Try layering a variety of textures 
and colours. You don’t want 
similar items next to each other.

Start with the bowls you 
will use. These will act as a 
placeholder for the rest.

Next, layer in your larger items 
(the cheeses and then the 
larger fruits).

Crackers come next, then fill in 
the spaces with things like dried 
fruits and nuts.

Rule of thumb: Start with the 
larger items and work your way 
into filling the gaps. Finish by 
filling your condiment bowls.

PackAPicnic.indd   2 2021-05-10   1:14 PM

Continued on page 34 905.902.3939

Custom Home Building & Renovations

Renovating or Remodelling? Let us help you achieve the rooms of your dreams. 
With our meticulous attention to detail and quality, you will love your home again!

View our latest projects on

FrankRicci.indd   1 2021-03-03   8:41 AM
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TO-GO
APEROL SPRITZ 
This classic summer cocktail is perfect to enjoy 
outdoors. It’s easy to make ahead and ideal 
for sharing.

INGREDIENTS 

Aperol

Dry sparkling wine 

Soda 

Oranges, to garnish 

1L sealable container 

DIRECTIONS

The recipe for this cocktail is very 
simple – just follow this ratio: 1 part 
Aperol and 1 part soda to 2 parts 
sparkling wine.

Simply mix together all ingredients in a 
resealable container.

Serve over ice with a slice of orange.

DIRECTIONS

Over a double boiler, whisk 
together egg yolks and ¼ 
cup of sugar. Continually 
whisk for about 10 minutes 
until the sugar is dissolved 
and yolks double in size 
and turn pale yellow. Set 
aside to cool.

In a separate bowl, whip 
cream and the remaining 
sugar until stiff peaks form.

Once cooled, fold the 
mascarpone cheese into 
the egg yolk mixture 
until combined.

Next, gently fold yolk 
mixture in the whipping 
cream until combined.

In a shallow bowl, combine 
espresso and liquor.

TO ASSEMBLE

Break lady fingers into pieces 
to fit the circumference of 
the mason jars. This will 
be a bit messy and won’t 
be perfect. Quickly dip the 
lady finger pieces into the 

espresso and place into the 
mason jar in an even layer.

Top with about two tablespoons 
of the cream mixture and repeat 
the layers.

Sprinkle cocoa powder on top 
to finish. 

Place the lid on each jar and 
store in the fridge for up to one 
week. They taste better after a 
few days! 

RECIPE NOTES 

*Traditionally, tiramisu is made 
with Marsala wine but you can 
also use rum, brandy or coffee-
flavored liquor. 

**Depends on the size of your 
mason jars. 

Traditionally, tiramisu is made 
with raw egg yolk but this recipe 
tempers the yolks to ensure safe 
consumption and shelf life.  OH

MASON JAR 
TIRAMISU  
This recipe is the perfect to-go dessert this 
summer – easy to transport and eat outdoors. 
It also stays true to the original by utilizing egg 
yolk to give it a custard-like feel.

INGREDIENTS (Serves 6)

4 egg yolks 

½ cup granulated sugar, 
separated 

¾ cup heavy cream 

1 cup mascarpone cheese 

1 cup espresso, cold 

¼ cup liquor of choice*

12-18 lady fingers** 

Cocoa powder, for dusting 

6 500 ml mason jars 

PackAPicnic.indd   3 2021-05-10   1:14 PM

Specializing in custom homes & accessible barrier-free homes

Our building history complements our residential real estate 
experience and sets us apart from other builders in the Hamilton 
area. Ours is a long-standing tradition of quality that spans four 

generations. There is no doubt that you can trust in our experience.

905.318.2737  ::  www.marimanhomes.com

647.812.3887
maxcotiling.com 
info@maxcotiling.com

In collaboration 
with Van Martin 
Contracting

See more of 
our work in this 
issue’s Feature 
Home, pg36

Servicing Etobicoke, Mississauga, Oakville, Burlington, Hamilton

146 Lakeshore Rd E, Oakville 
905.338.0275 

www.nicetys.com

THE GOURMET kiTcHEnwaRE STORE

Get the best  
out of every gadget 

Rösle is quality that lasts  
& quality that makes life easy
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“Jamie was living across the street in a home 
he had purchased from his great-uncle and 
renovated when we found this property,” 
says Natasha. “A local farmer had severed 
the lot, and the builder had already started 
building the house.” Jamie’s parents live on 
the same road as well, in the home his great 
grandparents purchased in 1898, almost 125 
years ago. “Jamie is the fifth generation to live 
on this stretch of land,” she explains.

The couple’s wish list included an 
open-concept kitchen and living area perfect 
for family gatherings. They also wanted big 
windows to welcome a lot of light, and a 
resort-like bedroom and bathroom that would 
pamper them at the end of a long day. Finally, 
they yearned for a backyard oasis in which 
to enjoy the outdoors with Natasha’s boys, 
Hunter, age eight, and five-year-old Jackson. 

a new generation STORY DENISE WILLSON
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

WHEN NATASHA GAUTHIER AND JAMIE
ALTENA DECIDED IT WAS TIME TO
BUILD THEIR FIRST HOME TOGETHER,
THEY DIDN’T HAVE TO SEARCH FAR.

Continued on page 39

Jackson, Natasha, 
Jamie and Hunter.

“We love the layout of the 
space and how easily it 
functions for us, and makes 
living here almost like a 
dream,” says Natasha Gauthier.
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The 3,800 sq. ft. bungalow sits on a two-acre parcel of land. “We love 
the area,” says Natasha. “Farms and country homes surround us, yet the 
town of Hannon is quaint, and only minutes from Hamilton amenities.” 
While the house, designed and built by Mariman Homes, was still in 
the framing stage, Natasha and Jamie could envision how they would 
make it their own. “Shawn Stringer, the foreman for our build, was 
awesome to work with,” Natasha says. “He understood our wants and 
needs, and despite COVID delays, kept the project moving smoothly.”

The original design included a primary bedroom, two guest rooms 
and an in-law suite. They made one large bedroom for the boys to share 
and created a feature wall of old barn wood from a local farmer who’d 
built a new barn, adding an element of local nostalgia and warmth to 
the room. One of the guest rooms was turned into a playroom. “It’s had 
a lot of use, especially now that the kids are in school online due to 

COVID closures,” says Natasha. “The boys love their playroom – 
it’s a real boys’ den.”

The in-law suite was converted into a spacious retreat for Jamie 
and Natasha. “Our bedroom and en suite are one of our favourite 
features of the home,” says Natasha. “We love the built-in window 
seat overlooking the creek out back and the large walk-in closet.” 
In the bathroom, floor-to-ceiling 24 by 48-inch marble-look 
porcelain tiles ensure timeless appeal, and the polished marble 
mosaic feature wall behind the freestanding tub adds decorative 
flair. “We went wild on the tiles, naturally” says Natasha, referring 
to the unique tiles and patterns used in each of the bathrooms. 
She runs her family’s flooring and tile business, Eden Tile-It, 
and they supplied and installed the flooring and tile work 
throughout the home. Continued on page 41

ABOVE: Attention to detail, right 
down to stylish vignettes. TOP 
RIGHT: Built-in shelving houses 
cherished items including a 
vintage record player, typewriter, 
camera and family bibles. 
Ten-foot ceilings extend to 13 
feet in the family room. RIGHT: A 
combination of board-and-batten 
siding and stonework was used to 
create the handsome exterior.
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Natasha’s experience in the industry has advanced her eye for 
design. She had fun designing and decorating the new house, with the 
staging help of Andrea Kluczenko of Gracewood Homes. Every 
room is flooded with natural light thanks to extra-large windows (by 
Pollard Windows & Doors) and vaulted ceilings. European white 
oak engineered hardwood flooring, in nine-and-a-half-inch wide 
planks, runs the entire house. The light stain and natural character of 
the oak will do a wonderful job of hiding wear and tear over time. The 
gas fireplace in the living room, from Broom’s, is tiled with a natural 
slate herringbone mosaic, repeating the colour of the kitchen island and 
marrying the open spaces.

 “We love the open-concept kitchen, dining and living space,” says 
Natasha. The couple extended the kitchen to incorporate an expansive 
island. “This is where everyone will gather for holidays and special 
occasions,” she explains. They wanted space for an eat-in kitchen 
island while still having room for a sizeable table. Built-in appliances 
that disappear into the cabinetry and an altered layout draw the eye 
to Natasha’s pride and joy, the custom La Cornue stove from France. 
Wingers Cabinets designed and installed the stunning kitchen 
cabinetry and millwork, as well as the built-ins in the living room, 
bathrooms and laundry room. “The cabinetry is another of our favourite 
features,” says Natasha. The plumbing was completed by Guest 
Plumbing & Heating, and countertops were supplied by Six + One 
Stone. Goemans Custom Climate supplied and installed the heating 
and cooling systems, and Multi-Werx Electric did the electrical.

Continued on page 44

Furniture in a variety of wood 
plus eclectic style fills the dining 
area with warmth and character. 
OPPOSITE TOP: The signature 
design of the La Cornue range 
cooker makes a gorgeous 
centrepiece in the wall of cabinetry.

Both Jamie and Natasha cook. “When you’re 
allowed to host, we love to host,” says Jamie. 
“The kitchen is the gathering place for that, 
so we wanted a big island.” The island paint is 
Benjamin Moore Wrought Iron. 
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Continued on page 44

Our bedroom and en suite 
are our favourite features 
of the home.

Natasha and Jamie’s suite is all style. “Some days it feels 
like a hotel, it’s so romantic,” Natasha says. “Waking up on 
a spring morning to the birds chirping and the sun rising, 
drinking coffee on our porch swing.” The bedroom looks 
over farmland and opens to the porch. The en suite, as 
well as the other bathrooms, have radiant in-floor heating. 
Fixtures are from The Ensuite Bath and Kitchen Showroom.

4060 Fairview Street
Burlington

905.632.8066

3727 Hwy # 6
Mount Hope

905.679.5669
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Jamie and Natasha are just finishing the 
walk-out basement. They hope the gym, wine 
room and in-house theatre will see many 
years of family bonding. They are now looking 
forward to tackling the outdoors. “We’d 
like to put in a pool next year,” says Natasha, 
“where the kids can swim and play.” For now, 
one of their most prized spots is the screened 
back porch where this young family can 
enjoy family dinners, watch movies together 
by the outdoor fireplace or look out and see 
the silo where Jamie proposed. “It was the 
most romantic moment of my life,” Natasha 
declares. Now the couple dream of watching 
their kids grow up here. And maybe their kids’ 
kids. This is, after all, the family nest, where 
generations have flourished.  OH

BELOW: More gorgeous tiles. Natasha chose an encaustic pattern 
porcelain tile for the main bathroom. En suite bath and main bath tiles 
were installed by Massimo La Rosa of Maxco Tiling. RIGHT: The boys 
share a room, with beds mirrored on either side of the large window. 

Jamie opted to enclose the back
patio, screening it himself and
building a hanging swing. “We
spend a lot of time out here. You
can barely even tell the screen is
there, and it keeps all the bugs
out,” he explains. Says Natasha,
“We love the way all of our ideas
came together.”

6 First Line Unit #3 n Hagersville, ON
905.768.1322 n www.wingerscabinets.com

Wingers specializes in 
the design and creation of 

custom cabinets.

Six + One Stone specializes in the 
fabrication and installation of natural 

stone and quartz for any project.

6 First Line Unit #2 n Hagersville, ON
1 888.203.5865 n www.sixandonestone.com

Six+One_Wingers.indd   1 2021-06-02   8:43 AM
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WHAT’S HOT

In flooring, vinyl plank is still 
number one by a long shot. 
“Definitely lowest lustre and 
wider planks,” Aaron says. “Greys 
are working their way out, and 
people are starting to look for 
cheerier-looking floors.” So too 
with wall tiles. While the subway 
tile is still very popular along with 
florals and geometrics, demand 
for colour is growing. “People 
are more excited about going 
with colours now,” Aaron explains, 
“because it’s an antidote to the grey 
of the last decade.” In low-lustre and 
variegated looks, they complement a 
rustic style.

WHAT’S NEW 
While not technically new, open-concept 
and wall-hung vanities are gaining in appeal. 
They work well in both large and small 
bathrooms and Barton has a good selection 
available, including accented, matte black 
vanities. Barton has remained open since 
the start of the pandemic, while complying 
with all restrictions. They offer delivery from 
Niagara Falls to Mississauga. “We want to 
be a good resource for anyone who’s got a 
business that involves products that we sell,” 
Aaron says. “We want to be their go-to. And 
we are.”  OH

A HISTORY OF

QUALITY
THE PLACE

Barton Bath + Floor has been serving the building and home-
improvement industry in the Hamilton and surrounding region 
for more than 65 years. Owner and operations manager Aaron 
Lamers joined the family-owned business at a young age and 
brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the team of 

family members and long-term employees.FAMILY VALUES: 

THE STYLE 

Barton caters to those in the trade – designers, contractors and 
custom builders – who refer their clients to the vast showroom 
for easy decision making. Their 8,000 sq. ft. showroom houses a 
comprehensive and inspiring array of major-brand products for 
bath, kitchen and flooring. No space is wasted – faucet displays 
stretch from floor to ceiling, vanities line one wall and an entire 
room is devoted to floor and tile samples. Competitively priced, 
the company motto is “best brands for less.”

Get there 
2440 Barton St. E., Hamilton | 905.561.3521 
bartonbathandfloor.com

STORY MELISSA NORTH  |   PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
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Pastel
PALETTE

Blush

These tones vibe seamlessly 
in most colour schemes.

Blue

Soft ocean-like blues 
carry us away.

Purple

These hues are reminiscent 
of spring blossoms.

Mint & Teal

Whimsical and fun but not 
overpowering.

HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO INCORPORATE THESE SOFT HUES INTO YOUR SPACE. 

STORY MICHELLE BERWICK
PHOTOGRAPHY LARRY ARNAL

The world is craving a little whimsy. Requests 
from our clients have gone from “keep it 
neutral” and “keep it white” to “let’s have 
a little fun.” Enter the pastel palette. Let us 
show you how to sprinkle this whimsical colour 
scheme into your home in fresh new ways.

PAINT
Paint an accent wall and repeat that colour through accessories. The 
shade doesn’t need to match perfectly; mixing and matching shades of the 
same colour creates dimension and sophistication.

Spray your kitchen island. People are usually scared to do this. We often 
hear, “What if we don’t like it in 10 years?” We would rather you be in love 
with something for seven-to-10 years than feel blah about it for 15.

Refinish your furniture. You don’t always have to resort to white. 
Sometimes a soft colour can feel like a neutral.

Paint your cabinetry. A minty hue on lower cabinets can be an 
unexpected surprise when entering a kitchen. Don’t forget about your 
laundry room! A perfect spot to really go for it.

PastelPalette.indd   2 2021-04-28   8:26 PM

Continued on page 50

Unique furniture, accessories & collections for your home, garden & cottage, featuring 
re-purposed and renewed Vintage Canadian, Industrial & Rustic furniture

289.238.8618  •  43 Cootes Drive, Dundas  •  grahamandbrooks.com

Home • Garden • CottaGe

A treasure trove of architectural artifacts, antiques, lighting, hardware,  
industrial components, signs, décor pieces and other oddities

905.928.1001  •  371 Sherman Ave N, Hamilton  •  gbsalvageco.com

Yes It’s
Acceptable 
To Stare.

• Multipoint Lock Security
• 70% Lower Energy Costs
• No Maintenance
• No Rot, No Cracking
• Factory Direct Prices 
• Excellent Warranty

SIX YEARS 
IN A ROW

Visit Unitech’s showroom or website.
Showroom: 260 Jevlan Drive, Woodbridge 

www.unitechdoors.com   905.856.5290

Beautiful Looks And Premium Features.

UNITECH_OUR_HOMES_HALFPAGE_VERT.indd   1 2021-03-30   2:52 PM
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TILE
Yes, bring on the tiles! We know it can be 
scary, but you won’t regret it. We love using 
a bold colour or pattern on a tile, especially 
when it’s a spot with only a little bit of square 
footage like a shower niche.

FABRIC
A few toss cushions? A comforter? Even 
a throw blanket. No need to go wild; we 
want the colours to speak for themselves.

Layering colourful patterns and textures 
in your space will bring the room to life. 
Whether large or small scale, pattern 
brings a playfulness to a room.

FLORALS
Make it temporary. Florals are a wonderful 
way to incorporate a fresh pop of colour. 
The best part is you can switch between 
whatever colours you want that week.  OH

ACCESSORIES
It’s one of the easiest ways to take the plunge 
into pops of colour. Little art pieces for 
shelves, decorative objects and books are all 
small ways to make a big impact.

ARTWORK
A large-scale colour print will work 
wonders in a space and is a great 
opportunity to showcase your 
personality. Incorporating a mural can 
also be a fun way to add colour to a room.

Designer Michelle Berwick specializes in residential 
and commercial interior design.

PastelPalette.indd   3 2021-04-28   8:27 PM

W W W. B U D G E T B L I N D S . C O M / B U R L I N G T O N

Get window 
treatments that 
truly fit your space

Learn more at budgetblinds.com
Call for your free consultation:  000.000.0000

Our local window covering experts do it all for you! From design, to measurements to 
installation, they will be there every step of the way. Budget Blinds can help you find a 
solution to match your unique window treatment needs. 

©2021 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. 
Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Get window 
treatments that 
truly fit your space

Learn more at budgetblinds.com
Call for your free consultation:  000.000.0000

Our local window covering experts do it all for you! From design, to measurements to 
installation, they will be there every step of the way. Budget Blinds can help you find a 
solution to match your unique window treatment needs. 

©2021 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. 
Each franchise independently owned and operated.50  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1
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W WHEN THE VANDERCRAATS bought 
a new build in Stoney Creek in 1997, there was 
nothing to do but move in and enjoy. Twenty 
years later, daily use, household traffic and 
many layers of paint took a toll. While still 
beautiful, the home felt dated and due for a 
refresh. “Time passed by and before we knew 
it, we were living in an outdated house with 
the original décor, furniture and kitchen 
cabinets,” says Janet Vandercraats.

In 2018, the family decided to initiate a 
main-floor makeover, and knew they needed 
expert assistance to maximize the home’s 
potential. They searched for a contractor 
to complete an extension that would 
provide the extra space they always wanted. 
They selected Shane Van Barneveld of 
Shane Renovations Inc. to complete 
the renovation. 

TIP: Extending walls can have big 	
impact. It adds living space, creates light 
and improves quality of living.

Next, they enlisted designers to help 
plan how the new kitchen, dining room and 
living room would look and function. “We 
were referred to Romina Fontana and 
Jenny Dames by our contractor, and from 
our first meeting, we knew that we found 
our designers.” Designers bring a lot to the 
table, and when the design and build teams 
collaborate from the start of the project, magic 
truly happens. 

makeover MODERN

Continued on page 55

STORY GINA MAKKAR |  PHOTOGRAPHY NIAMH BARRY

A RENOVATION CAN 
MAKE YOU FALL IN LOVE

WITH YOUR HOME ALL
OVER AGAIN, AND 

THAT’S EXACTLY WHAT
HAPPENED WHEN THE

DESIGN TEAM OF
FONTANA & DAMES
TRANSFORMED THIS

HOME FROM FADED AND
FUSTY TO MODERN
AND MARVELLOUS.

The subtle use of colour and 
texture creates an effortless 
and chic result. OPPOSITE: 
Layering accessories adds 
personality to the space.
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TIP: A designer helps blend form and 
function to create a meaningful space 
that will meet the needs of a homeowner 
in a beautiful, practical way. 

Jenny took the family through the design 
process from inception to completion, 
presenting a myriad of product options and 
finishes, from paint colours to décor, drapes, 
rugs and furnishings. “From the onset, we 
were worried and stressed that our lack of 
design abilities would delay the process, 
but Jenny provided a calming influence, and 
her knowledge of interior design helped us 
create a new home that we are so happy with 
and proud of.” 

Some of the best design projects happen 
when designers and homeowners have 
mutual trust and respect, resulting in a 
true collaboration. Find out how Romina 
and Jenny of Fontana & Dames brought the 
homeowners’ vision to reality.

TIP: Before the hammer hits the wall, 
hire a designer to help plan everything 
from layout to flow to finishes. Strategic 
design choices help avoid costly 
mistakes later.

PERFECTING THE PROCESS

The design process begins by getting to know 
clients’ wants and needs by asking questions 
to determine how the space will be used. 
Then, a floor plan is developed to optimize 
daily living, from how a space flows to how it’s 
used for entertaining. STREAMLINING 

Some of the best design projects 
happen when designers and 
homeowners have mutual  

trust and respect, resulting in  
a true collaboration.Continued on page 56

The open dining and living rooms are
anchored together with complementary
colours and tones for a cohesive design.

OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Using a graphic fabric
adds a playful element and breaks up the
sleek neutrals. RIGHT: Blue takes centre

stage with an oversize art piece.
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Traditional, transitional, modern or timeless? Often, homeowners have 
trouble homing in on their own unique style. The myriad of design 
choices can be overwhelming. The Fontana & Dames team often  
pre-selects finishes like tile, plumbing fixtures, lighting and fabrics to 
help narrow options before presenting them to clients. 

CONTEMPORARY AND TIMELESS

For the Vandercraats’ home, the designers achieved a result that feels 
contemporary yet timeless by blending new furniture pieces with 
antique accessories for warmth and personality on the main floor. Blue 
is a calm, serene, classic hue in the colour palette. Unexpected elements 
create distinctive design. A mix of clean lines with a vintage Persian rug 
and antique brass candlestick lamps with a vintage velvet sofa results 
in a thoughtful, layered aesthetic. Many of the pieces were sourced from 
Restoration Hardware, Elte and Pavilion.

TIP: Neutral doesn’t mean boring. A neutral foundation allows 
the addition of metals, colours and textures to shine through. 

UNIQUE ELEMENTS ADD PERSONALITY

In the living room, the designers addressed the large window elevation 
with custom drapery to add texture, interest and much-needed privacy. 
The fabric softly frames the view to the outside while preserving the 
architectural interest of the delicate curve of the window. 

Continued on page 58

Mixing contemporary and timeless elements results 
in a truly unique design. BELOW: Mirrors help open 

a space and make it appear larger. 

Specializing in Birthday Box & Realtor  
‘Welcome Home’ Closing Gifts...& much more

It’s Your Home. Start Your Story.

When you collect things you love, things that are authentic to you, your home becomes your story.

Your Home Your Story – a bespoke home décor  
store located at 174 Brant Ave, Brantford

519.770.4663     yourhome.yourstory    www.yourhomeyourstory.ca
Amanda Kenney

Awarded Best ‘HOME’ Subscription box in Canada

YourHomeYourStory.indd   1 2021-05-25   9:07 AM
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In the dining room, the vintage Persian rug with its muted, watercolour 
hues is an interesting backdrop for the modern dining room furniture 
that will stand the test of time. The use of steely, grey-blue fabric in 
the living and dining room creates warmth, texture and depth in the 
bright, open space. In the kitchen, gold and antique brass are a lovely 
way to warm up fresh, crisp white. A well-designed faucet makes a 
statement. Wide ribbons of brass in the range hood and the mullions in 
the cabinetry add drama.

FONTANA & DAMES ADVICE ON
STARTING A DESIGN PROJECT

Ask questions! They often ask their clients what they are most eager 
to improve, and then provide a variety of solutions that will come in 
on-time and on-budget. Working with an interior design firm is a 
value-added professional service and an investment. They always strive 
to deliver an exceptional experience and a polished return on their 
clients’ investment.  OH

LEFT: Hints of grey, gold and antique 
brass add warmth against the fresh white 
of the kitchen. BELOW: The kitchen is 
redesigned for both beauty and function.

Gold and brass 
add richness and 
relaxed luxury 
to the room.

 
    

since 1967

   

The Downsview cabinetry collection is custom crafted in North America and available through select kitchen design showrooms

DOWNSVIEW KITCHENS  2635 Rena Road, Mississauga,ON  Phone (905) 677-9354

Visit our website: www.downsviewkitchens.com

79404_Downsview_OURHOMES-2021_SJC_BLEAD05HM.qxd  21-01-19  9:57 AM  Page 1
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BIG-PICTURE SCOPE
While details such as lighting, flooring and 
cabinetry are always discussed, both parties 
need more. “It’s imperative we draw out the 
homeowners’ core needs,” says Brent Pym, 
president of Pym & Cooper Custom Homes 
in Niagara. “Details like why the homeowners 
want to renovate, and why renovate versus 
move or build. Most homeowners are 
surprised to discover their needs aren’t what 
they originally thought.” Answers define the 
project scope – noted in writing, discussed 
and agreed upon before the work begins. 
“By creating and following a concrete plan,” 
says homeowner Margaret Graves, “we met 
with vendors to choose fixtures, appliances, 
paint colours, etc., in an order that retained 
our vision while helping our contractor, Pym 
& Cooper Custom Homes, keep a steady 
schedule and finish on time.”

BUDGET
By wading into financials, builders can help 
homeowners refine their wish list. “Budget 
is not a bad word,” says Louie Zagordo, 
owner of SLV Homes and VP of the Ontario 
Home Builders Association. “Pricing and 
costs should be clear, documented and 

discussed at length. It’s the only way to 
ensure the homeowners’ wants and needs 
are financially viable.” A payment structure 
with clear instructions ensures contractors 
and their trades are paid at specific stages 
while homeowners understand what they’re 
paying for. “Most projects don’t go over 
budget,” adds Louie. “The ones that do are 
usually homeowner-driven – add-ons or a 
change in the plan.”

CLEAR EXPECTATIONS
When both parties discuss and document 
expectations, disappointment is rare. For 
example, when a builder creates a schedule 
and sticks to it, the homeowner understands 
how long each stage takes and respects those 
requirements. Renovations are messy, loud, 
inconvenient and sometimes dangerous for 
young children. When homeowners relocate 
and store personal items, contractors can 
work unencumbered. When moving out 
isn’t possible, a contractor can make a plan 
to minimize any negative impact on the 
homeowners’ lives. Communication is key 
to setting clear expectations. When both 
sides provide contact names and numbers 
and respond promptly, questions don’t cause 
confusion or delays. 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
When we think of quality workmanship, 
building materials come to mind, or the 
expertise of the principal contractor or project 
manager responsible for the renovation. 
While these elements play a part, quality 
workmanship must extend to the builder’s 
staff, designers, vendors and experienced 
trades. “When a contractor and their trades 
present themselves in a professional manner, 
you can rest assured your home is in good 
hands,” adds Ben Helder. Ben and his partner 
Rachel spent most of 2020 living in a rental 
while their home was under renovation. 

TRUST
Trust flows both ways. Both sides must 
be professional and honest at all times. A 
contractor must trust the homeowner will 
respect an experienced perspective. “Trusting 
your contractor is paramount,” says Ben 
Helder. “Rely on the professionals you hire, 
on their judgment, on their creativity. A 
contractor must respect your wishes, but you 
must respect theirs as well since they are the 
experts.” When both parties understand what 
the other needs, the renovation experience is 
not only smooth but spectacular.  OH

smooth
RENOVATION

STORY DENISE WILLSON   |   ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

A smooth renovation requires partnership, a melding of minds. Beyond 
sheer manpower and expertise, a homeowner needs to know that a 
contractor or builder shares their vision. It might surprise you to learn 
a contractor needs the same from a homeowner. The result of this 
perfect pairing is often visible: a well-built home that meets or exceeds 
the expectations of both sides – the builder and the homeowner. 

How does this kind of magic happen? Here are the top five things a 
contractor and homeowner need from each other to make a renovation 
run smoothly. 

SmoothRenovation.indd   2 2021-05-07   2:56 PM
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For over 20 
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been connecting 
Canadians with the 
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brokers!
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8 sydenham street, Dundas
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905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

Fully Insured with 42 Years Experience
 in the Roofing Industry

WSIB Certified • Working at Heights Certified
10 Year Workmanship Guarantee

10% DISCOUNT 
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historical 

BEAUTY
Velvet green drapes are reminiscent
of those that hung in the original
farmhouse. OPPOSITE, TOP: The
intricate details of the gingerbread
trim are a standout feature of the
home’s original elements. BOTTOM
LEFT: Each room came together
with the use of a mood board to get
things just right. BOTTOM RIGHT: The
chandelier in the dining room is a 
favourite element. 

Continued on page 64

In 1850, Thorold district Public Works 
Inspector William Panton and mill owner 
Francis Baker saw potential in the land 
along the Twelve Mile Creek north of 
Burlington. They partnered to establish the 
Village of Kilbride, named after William’s 
birthplace, Kilbride, Ireland. 

STORY GINA MAKKAR 
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA WEST
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T oday, vestiges of the village 
remain, from the Kilbride 
Country Store to the old 
United Church. Residents Jen 
and Sam DeAth fell in love with 
a vacant Victorian farmhouse 

built in 1823 and decided to renovate it and 
make it their own. “I just love the giant willow 
trees, beautiful tree-lined driveway and old 
red-brick Victorian farmhouse. Kilbride is a 
quaint community in north Burlington, small 
enough to know most people, and we didn’t 
want to move from the area,” says Jen.	

The home is nestled within 50 acres of 
land and was rebuilt after a house fire in 
1870. The original farmhouse was preserved 
when a 4,000 sq. ft. addition was added in 
the 1980s. Classic historical details reflect the 

ABOVE: The brick fireplace adds warmth 
and character against the room’s more 
modern elements. RIGHT: A banquette is 
the perfect addition to this cosy corner. 
BELOW: A massive wood beam mantel 
extends across the fireplace with a red-
brick surround.

LEFT: White is a fresh, bright choice for 
the kitchen. A brick backsplash mirrors the 
fireplace. BELOW: Anne Vernon of Rooms 
& Blooms with homeowner Jen DeAth and 
family pup Luli. BOTTOM: The live-edge 
fireplace mantel in the kitchen adds to the 
home’s historical feel.

era’s architecture, from the peaked roofline 
and arched windows to the decorative 
gingerbread trim.

Jen’s aunt and designer Anne Vernon 
of Rooms & Blooms was involved from 
the start of the renovation. “She was the 
key person for our design,” says Jen. The 
redesign began with the lower level’s 
awkward layout and dated finishes. 
Anne drew up preliminary designs and 
Slotegraaf Construction carried out 
the renovation. “Slotegraaf came highly 
recommended to us from friends, and they 
were beyond my expectations,” says Jen. 
“They were really awesome to work with. 
They have their own design team, but they 
were happy to work with me,” says Anne. 
“It worked out really well.” Continued on page 66
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The lower level was reconfigured to 
include three bedrooms, one-and-a-half 
bathrooms, a family room and a wine 
entertainment room with a stone wall. In 
designing the home, Anne asked the family 
to choose words that represent how they 
want the rooms to feel. “The hardest part is 
creating a room that suits a client’s taste,” she 
says. “I find it easier to hit the mark if I know 
the emotion that they want out of the space, 
rather than a design style.” Time together is 
important to the family of five. “We wanted 
warm, cosy and inviting,” explains Jen. The 
basement renovation was designed for the 
boys’ bedrooms and hang out space along with 
a film studio for their camera gear.

The entire home was meticulously painted 
by the mother-daughter team Cindy & 
Jessie MacMillan of C.T. Painting & 
Decorating. Anne sourced plumbing fixtures 
throughout from Fixtures Boutique, as well 
as new countertops, backsplash and lighting. 
Fortified Plumbing completed all plumbing. 
With the core elements in place, Anne turned 
her attention to the décor. Jen and Sam love 
the feel of an older home and its untold stories 

BELOW: An eye-catching, beautiful botanical wallpaper adds personality in this bathroom. 
RIGHT: A rustic vanity topped in fresh white creates a spa-like feel. OPPOSITE, TOP: The 
sunroom is a veritable haven of relaxation with nest chairs perfectly positioned to enjoy the 
stillness. BOTTOM LEFT: Interesting accessories throughout were sourced by Jen and Anne. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Plenty of natural elements bring the outdoors in.

of the past. “Our goal was to keep some of that 
charm inside, but update it with a nature-
inspired design. We wanted to pay homage to 
some of the old formal aspects of the house, 
but make it ours.”

“The property is so beautiful that we really 
wanted to bring the outside in and make that 
transition from outside to inside very fluid,” 
says Anne. The sunroom’s floor-to-ceiling 
windows and light, fresh finishes make it the 
perfect space for morning coffee and a book.

The custom window coverings throughout 
were sourced through The Decorating 
Centre. Part of the original home, the library 
makeover included sweeping dark-green 
draperies. “We didn’t know this at the time 
but in one of the articles written about the 
house, the original owners had green velvet 
draperies in the library,” says Anne.

Continued on page 68
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In the kitchen, a brick herringbone 
backsplash is a dramatic contrast against 
the fresh white cabinetry. The dark granite 
countertops from Stonex add texture. A cosy 
banquette crafted by Sunhome Carpentry 
creates beautiful, functional seating. It’s one of 
Jen’s favourite spaces in the home. “I love the 
open kitchen and family room where we all 
spend a lot of time together.”

The main-floor family room’s furnishings 
and the chandelier in the dining room were 
sourced through Anderson’s Interiors. “Jim 
is great. I’ve worked with him many times,” 
says Anne. Much of the additional lighting was 
sourced with the help of Susan at Robinson 
Lighting. Anne shared the mood boards 
crafted for every room, and Susan helped home 
in on lighting options. 

The use of muted, sophisticated blue in 
the dining room lends to the home’s heritage 
feel. Earthy elements like the harvest table 
and sideboard bring the outdoors in, while 
the chandelier from Anderson’s adds sparkle. 
“Everyone that we purchased from was 
amazing to work with, and we are very happy 
with everything,” says Jen. “I absolutely 
love our family room sofas and I find myself 
wandering into the dining room to look at my 
chandelier often.” Continued on page 70

Layering colours, textures and details 
adds softness to the bedroom. BELOW:
Furniture-style vanities in a happy hue flank 
the doorway leading to the bedroom.
BELOW RIGHT: A canopy bed is a nod to 
the home’s Victorian charm.

Furniture· Carpet· Rugs· Drapery· Reupholster· Farrow & Ball Paint· Wallpaper

686 Guelph Line, Burlington · 905-639-0666 ·  andersonsinteriors.ca

instagram.com/andersonsinteriors          facebook.com/andersonsinteriors
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COVID-19 restrictions posed the biggest 
challenge during the renovation process. 
Without the ability to shop at stores, the team 
relied on Zoom calls, online shopping and 
ordering samples to select most of the finishes. 
At times, the process stalled when restrictions 
permitted only one trade in the house at a time. 

Despite the challenges, the renovation was 
completed in six months.

“As far as renovations go, ours was as smooth 
as I could have hoped for, especially given the 
pandemic,” Jen says. “My aunt Anne and I worked 
really well together and had a similar vision for 
our project, so it made the process amazing.”  OH

ABOVE LEFT: An oversize sofa is 
the perfect spot for the family to 
get cosy. ABOVE: A barrel vanity 
is a charming addition. BELOW: 
The wine entertainment room is 
rustic and elegant, the perfect 
backdrop for hosting friends 
and family.
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C.T. Painting & Decorating

Painting (interior & exterior) 
Decorating • Furniture reFinishing

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES: 
Cindy MacMillan • 289.441.0924 • cmacmillan64@hotmail.com

GENERAL CONTRACTING
WITH SUPERIOR SERVICE

905•520•9177 
www.aberdeeninteriors.ca

RELIABLE  •  LOCAL  •  EXPERTS

905•520•5992 
www.aberdeenplumbing.ca

James C. Pitropov, Principal Architect, OAA
647-226-9860 • pitropov_architecture@sympatico.ca

www.lakesidearchitecture.ca

Exclusively dedicated  
to the design of  
luxury homes, cottages  
and boathouses.

905.730.4451 
info@lapointedesign.com

Interior architectural design services
Interior design and decorating services

Landscape design services

Now is the Perfect time  
to Renovate!  
Redesign with us & love  
your space!  
+ First meeting is on us!

COMMERCIAL . RESIDENTIAL . CONSULTING

I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  &  L A N D S C A P E
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Projects are easy when you find the ideal partner  
to get the job done right.

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF AND JASON HARTOG

expert ADVICE

GRAHAM & BROOKS SALVAGE
Graham & Brooks Salvage Company is a 6,000-sq. ft. warehouse with 
everything from period décor and antique case goods to architectural 
salvage. Step inside and be carried away with ideas for your new build, 
home renovation or for that piece that speaks to your décor vision. 

“Vintage-loving 
GTAers looking 
for an old-school 
statement piece 
can drop by to 
explore the ever-
changing stock.”

John Parcher

FAVOURITE FINDS
Recent highlights include a set of 1880s 
Victorian doors complete with original 
windows and hardware, a salvaged built-in 
kitchen cabinet from an 1830s stone 
house, NOS green enamel lights from a 
closed mine in Eastern Pennsylvania, and 
a general store counter.

CURATE, CURATE, CURATE
Ontario is our major source from 
contractors or job sites – but some items 
we just cannot find in Canada source from 
Europe or the U.S. G&B Salvage works 
with commercial architects and designers 
from across Canada.

Continued on page 74
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CRODON KITCHEN AND BATH CENTRE
Since 1976 Crodon has guided thousands of clients from design to completion through 
their renovation journey. To get started on your journey, come see us at our new 
showroom inside the historic old post office building in downtown Dundas, or give us 
a call to discuss your project

“Great design is about how it looks, feels and works.”

Vanessa King & 
Russ Woodward

TRENDING
Game changer! Come see and touch 
a revolutionary new finish for cabinets, 
counters and more. It’s called Fenix 
and it’s fabulous: soft to the touch, 
extremely matte, highly resistant to 
scratches and thermal-repairable.

EXPERTISE
As a design-first 
oriented contractor we 
have the knowledge, 
experience and 
resources to help you 
with any renovation 
project. Our general-
contractor roots make 
sure that the vision is 
doable and practical 
for the long run.

Continued on page 76

BARNBOARDSTORE HAMILTON
Andy has been working with wood since his dad first recruited him to help 
with the basement renovation at 10. His path eventually led to the College of the 
Redwoods in Northern California and a career in high-quality custom furniture 
and woodworking. He now owns and operates Barnboardstore Hamilton with a 
team of skilled woodworkers. 

“In an era where many products, 
including furniture, are cheap 
and disposable, we believe 
it’s important to build things 
that will stand the test of time 
and will be handed down to 
future generations.”

Andy Johnson

RECLAIMED BECAUSE… 
We place a high value on wood and as a 
result we work hard to preserve, reuse and 
reclaim it whenever possible. Old-growth 
timbers that were milled 100 years ago and 
have stood the test of time are an ideal 
option for custom furniture that truly has a 
story to tell.

SPECIALTY
Live-edge and reclaimed wood supply as 
well as fabrication of custom furniture. We 
have a highly trained team of craftspeople 
who believe in providing the best-quality 
product possible, using a mix of traditional 
techniques and modern technology.
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Continued on page 78

ARBORWOOD TREE SERVICE INC.
Arborwood is a full-service tree care company. Our team roster is filled 
with arborists who are ISA Certified, TRAQ Qualified, Ontario Qualified, 
Arborists, Utility-Tree Specialists and/or graduates of post-secondary urban 
forestry programs. Our values are safety, integrity and professionalism.

SERVICES
Arborwood offers tree pruning, tree 
spraying, organic and pesticides where 
needed, tree injections, organic tree 
fertilization and soil conditioning. We 
also handle gypsy moth control, hedge 
trimming, tree removal, stump grinding, 
arborist reports and pre-construction tree 
preservation and plans, and consulting.

MAINTENANCE TIPS 
Plant health care is a fundamental 
need for trees in the urban 
environment. Because they are 
out of their natural habitat and 
subject to all sorts of pollutants, 
it is key to replenish the soil and 
care for your trees accordingly. 

BURLINGTON  
DESIGN STUDIO
Designers Anita and Kim are committed 
to personalizing each client’s space and 
begin each project by getting to know 
each client’s individual wants and needs. 
They are passionate about details and are 
always looking for the perfect finish to 
complement each design. This focus on 
customization is the hallmark of every  
BD Studio project.

DESIGN MUST-HAVES
•	 An element of architectural interest 

like a focal point or feature wall.

•	 A functioning space that is tailored to 
your personal needs.

•	 A powder room that wows! 

•	 Invest in having personal photos 
framed professionally to showcase 
your fond memories.

CURRENT PROJECT
Our latest 2021 project was designed with a modern Tuscan vibe. We 
elevated the space by replicating elements of old-world charm, like an 
arched doorway and a black metal spiral staircase. Warm woods were 
used in the custom wine cooler along with a cobblestone floor feature. 
This unique space has the flair of a European villa.

“Trees in the physical form 
are like people in the spiritual 
form – they don’t heal, they 
seal over old wounds. They 
are who they are because of 
the environment they are in.”

Andrew Hordyk

Anita Puls & 
Kim Giancaterino

“Trends come and go, but 
a classic design will never 
go out of style.”
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NICETYS
After many years in the gourmet kitchenware 
industry, my husband encouraged me to 
open a store of our own. It’s a pleasure to 
share my passion with family, friends and our 
community who know me well. I’m happiest 
when sourcing special requests or using our 
wonderful products in the kitchen.

“We love to chat with our 
customers to help inspire 
what they are doing in the 
kitchen or at home.”

Holly Lacher,
owner Carol Lacher, 
& Paige Lacher

MUST-HAVES 
Good-quality pots are easy to clean and a 
joy to use. You’ll use them for years, and 
let’s face it – we cook almost every day. 
Make preparing dinner a pleasure and let 
the cookware influence your palate. Cristel 
cookware is a popular choice; users become 
believers. Made in France, it maximizes 
storage space efficiently for performance at 
its best. Express yourself with your choice of 
walnut, olivewood or coloured handles.  OH

IN-STORE
Dining outside is here and 
summer dishes have arrived. 
These beautiful dishes look 
like hand-painted china but 

are safe for use outdoors. We also 
carry outdoor-safe glassware and 
tumblers. Cleanup is a breeze 
because it’s all dishwasher safe.

pruning  |  tree & shrub  |  fertilization  |  organic plant health care  |  dynamic support systems

insect & disease monitoring & treatment  |  hazardous limb & tree removal  |  arborist reports for pre & post construction

arborwood.ca
1.888.721.8882  |  905.681.9933

THE TREE CARE 
EXPERTS

Going to great heights to maintain the health & 
vitality of your trees!

Have a tree issue? 
A problem limb? 

Strange symptom? 
Or maybe you’re just looking to improve the 

overall health of your trees? 
We know just how to take care of it!

The preservation of trees improves not only our 
quality of life, but also the lives of generations 

to come. Preserve trees - Improve life.
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WHAT’S NEEDED 
It costs $15 a week to 
provide a balanced food 
supply for each child 
participating in the 
program. Donations from 
the community as well as 
volunteer participation 
are sorely needed. “While 
children have many things 
to be concerned about, 
they should not have to worry about 
where their next meal will come from,” says Lena. 
“No child in our community should go hungry.”  OH

parents do not want to feed their kids, they 
can’t. Whether it is the worsening economy, 
job loss, physical or mental illness or they 
are refugees fleeing their home country 
for a better life in Canada, there are many 
reasons parents find themselves turning to 

Food4Kids for support.” VALUES: 

 THE PEOPLE

Volunteers ensure Food4Kid’s success. 
They assemble food packages, which they 
deliver to schools each Friday. At each 
school, the package is quietly tucked 
into the child’s own backpack to ensure a 
non-stigmatizing approach. In the summer 
months and during COVID restrictions, the 
food or grocery cards are hand-delivered 
right to the children’s homes.

Find out more Food4Kids.ca

THE ORGANIZATION 

Food4Kids Ontario is a non-profit grassroots organization 
working to serve children in Hamilton, Halton, Mississauga, Guelph 
and Niagara. Founded by Executive Director Lena Bassford 
in 2012, Food4Kids provides packages of healthy food for 
children with limited or no access to food on weekends or during 
summer months.

 THE GOAL

Food4Kids currently feeds 3,050 children each week, but there 
are 6,000 children in need. “It’s hard to believe kids in our own 
community go hungry, but it is a reality,” says Lena. “It’s not that 

STORY MELISSA NORTH

CHILDREN
FOR THE

Executive Director,
Lena Bassford
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RECREATE THIS LOOK IN YOUR OWN HOME.

DECKED OUT
All

1

2

5

3

6

7

4
1. SUNPAN: Logan 
End Table in White  
2. MODLOFT: Netta 
Sectional Sofa  3. ARD 
OUTDOOR: Bayside 
Round Coffee Table  
4. SURYA: Big Sur 
BSR-2309 Rug  
5. WEST ELM: Palma 
Outdoor Rattan Lounge 
Chair  6. RENWIL: 
Midland Outdoor 
Pillow  7. ABBOTT 
COLLECTION: Large 
Spiral String Planter  OH

AllDeckedOut.indd   2 2021-04-27   3:43 PM

Design  Create  Maintain

289.237.9940   www.shadesofsummer.net

WHAT WE DO

WHO WE ARE
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“WE BOUGHT THE HOUSE BECAUSE WE LOVED THE BACKYARD,” says 
Doug. The massive property backs onto mature conservation land, giving the homeowners a taste 
of wilderness at home. “It’s like living in the country, in the city,” says Patricia, smiling. The couple 
adores the small-town vibe of Dundas, particularly the unique shops and cafes along Main Street, 
which is a short 10-minute walk from home.

The backyard was a steep slope down to a stream surrounded by tall trees and natural brush. 
The hill was a logistical nightmare, especially on or after rainy spells, but Brad Paton of Shades 
of Summer Landscaping didn’t shy away from this amazing parcel of land. “This was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience,” says Brad. “A project of this scope doesn’t come along often, and to this 
day, I’m in awe of the results. As the gardens mature, the setting gets more beautiful every year.” 

Nothing says summer like 
a backyard oasis, which is 
exactly what Patricia and 
Doug Phillips envisioned 
when they came across 
this Dundas gem. 

STORY DENISE WILLSON 
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

SUMMER LIVING

Continued on page 86

ABOVE: Each tier of the back garden 
is landscaped to incorporate natural 
surroundings with functional spaces. 
TOP RIGHT: Designated areas cater to 
entertaining and relaxing. CENTRE RIGHT: 
Brad Paton is a master of nightscaping, 
creating a magical ambience. RIGHT: The 
front exterior is no less dressed.
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FAR LEFT: Crodon Kitchen & Bath Centre 
transformed all the bathrooms, including the guest 
bath, which used to be all black. LEFT: A pretty vessel 
sink adds to the charm of the powder room. BELOW: 
The double-sided fireplace can be simultaneously 
enjoyed in the generous dining room and the living 
room. Barnard & Speziale used standout lighting 
fixtures, each suited to that rooms’ personality.

Shades of Summer Landscaping has won several awards for this 
coveted sanctuary, including provincial awards for the landscape 
design, lighting, construction, maintenance and spectacular water 
feature. “The waterfall runs day and night,” says Brad, “making calming 
trickling sounds.” Both Brad and the homeowners love the Japanese 
maples dotted throughout the cascading stone tiers leading to the 
deck overlooking the ravine. The local deer are also fans. “We had to be 
super-careful choosing plant life that respected the natural order of the 
land without feeding the deer an expensive buffet,” says Brad. The family 

also loves the outdoor fireplace and television, 
expanding the use of their outdoor space, 
even on chilly evenings. Paradise Decks & 
Landscape Design built the cantilevered 
two-tiered wood composite deck meant to last 
many years with little maintenance. 

“Right now,” says Patricia, “as we struggle 
with COVID, the backyard has been a 
summer escape. There are lots of outdoor 
spaces to get out of the house and spread out, 
surrounded by nature.” Continued on page 88

Large windows, 12-foot ceilings and a light palette make 
for a serene vibe in the spacious living room. BELOW 

LEFT: Elegant touches abound. BELOW: Alison Knapp 
styled the outdoor spaces, including the upper deck,

which includes a retractable awning.
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While the backyard was the lure that caught the Phillips’ attention, 
they could envision the house with their added touch. “The house 
was only 10 years old when we purchased the property in 2013,” says 
Doug. Other than replacing the front entrance door with a new system 
by Ridley Windows and Doors, the exterior was left untouched. 
The interior, however, was revamped. “We liked that the house was 
open and spacious,” adds Patricia, “but we needed to make it our own, 
to match our lifestyle and tastes.” The couple didn’t hesitate to call 
Barnard & Speziale | The Interior Design Company, who they’d 
worked with on a previous house and cottage, and who they knew 
would understand their vision. Patricia was thrilled with the work 
of their designer Alison Knapp (now of Alison Knapp Interior 
Design). “She was given a lot of leeway,” says Patricia. “We approved 
choices and picked items, but Alison pulled our ideas together.” And 
their designer recommended Paul Bottos of Grand Construction to 
do the heavy lifting. 

The interior renovation took four months and brought new life 
to the bathrooms, kitchen, dining room, living room and loft. All five 
bathrooms and the kitchen were gutted to the bare walls to start afresh. 
The lower level and bedrooms received a facelift. “We love how the 
bathrooms came together,” says Patricia. The primary en suite and guest 
en suite were updated with marble flooring. Kitchen and bath fixtures 
were sourced from Tiles Plus.

ABOVE: No opportunity has 
been wasted to make the most of 
the views. FAR LEFT: Function is 
everything – a built-in compost bin 
adjoins the prep sink. LEFT: Auggie 
(named for the Masters Tournament) 
has his own cubby in the kitchen.

Kitchen magic: the heavy, stone custom hood had to be
chained in place, and the cabinets to the right hide a 43-inch
television. ABOVE: Patricia has a soft spot for cow décor,
a nod to her heritage. She lived on her grandparents’ dairy
farm for a time when she was a child.

Continued on page 90
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“The kitchen was nice,” says Doug, “but 
dark and cluttered. We prefer the look of 
creamy white cabinetry, marble countertops 
and elegant millwork.” The couple recruited 
Vanessa Bell and Russ Woodward of 
Crodon Kitchen and Bath Centre to 
design and install new cabinetry and built-ins 
for the kitchen, bathrooms, laundry room and 
the lower-level bar. The spectacular stone 
range hood in the kitchen is a feature the 
homeowners love, along with the dog bed 
designed within the cabinetry so their pup 
Auggie can watch the hustle-bustle of the 
kitchen. “We also love the two-way fireplace 
between the living room and dining room,” 
says Patricia. “It’s a focal point that draws 
everyone’s attention.”

“Doug really wanted a zinc countertop for 
his downstairs bar,” says Russ. “His family is in 
the metal galvanizing business and he wanted 
this countertop to represent his heritage.” The 
Crodon team had the solid zinc countertop 
custom made in Georgia, U.S.A. It weighs 
more than 500 pounds. Doug and Patricia 
gather around their uniqie creation at family 
get-togethers with their five adult sons. 

ABOVE RIGHT: The well appointed en suite includes 
a freestanding tub, dual vanities and inlaid floor tiles, 
which are echoed on the wall in the large shower. 
RIGHT: Doug and Patricia took advantage of the high 
vaulted ceiling to feature a striking chandelier in their 
bedroom retreat.

Unique details 
help create a  

one-of-a-kind home. 

Continued on page 92

905.921.2715 
142 James St S, Hamilton 
knappinteriordesign.com

Your Vision Is My  
Signature Look
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WE CAN’T WAIT TO SHOW YOU

Your one-stop renovation destination proudly serving Stoney Creek, Hamilton, Ancaster, Dundas, Burlington, 
Waterdown, Brantford, Oakville and surrounding areas.

905.627.9763 | www.crodonkitchenandbath.com905.627.9763
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WE CAN’T WAIT TO SHOW YOU

Your one-stop renovation destination proudly serving Stoney Creek, Hamilton, Ancaster, Dundas, Burlington, 
Waterdown, Brantford, Oakville and surrounding areas.

905.627.9763 | www.crodonkitchenandbath.com905.627.9763

Just like you we can’t wait to have visitors. Come see our brand new boutique showroom in the old 
Post Office building, downtown Dundas.

IT’S HERE.
Designer Consignment Curated.

Buy. Sell. Reimagine Furnishings & Decor.

www.circulera.ca 
Email Kara: hello@circulera.ca
     circulera_ca
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“This house was meant to be a place we could gather,” says Patricia. She 
loves birthday celebrations and holidays with her sons and their loved ones 
and looks forward to a house full of grandchildren. Their first grandson 
will be two in July. 

“This project was an amazing collaboration of several professional 
trades,” says Vanessa. Russ had worked with Doug and Patricia before, as 
he’s been designing and installing kitchens and bathrooms for the better 

part of 30 years. Plumbing was completed by Plumbway, and 
electrical work was done by Broek Electric.

“We love to entertain,” says Patricia. “We like to hire a chef and 
servers and enjoy time with our guests. The design of our home 
and yard contribute to these good times.” With this spectacular 
backyard oasis, the Phillips family and their friends can enjoy 
summer to the fullest.  OH

TOP LEFT: The lower level has a more casual style, perfect 
for hanging out. When the Phillips moved in, two of their five 
sons still lived with them and have since moved out. TOP 
RIGHT: Timeless geometric patterned wallpaper stands out 
in the lower level bath. ABOVE: Weather not cooperating? 
There’s lots to do inside, too. RIGHT: The wine room. “What 
gets you through COVID,” Patricia jokes.

3390 South Service Road, Burlington  |  905.634.2233   
www.barnardspeziale.com

Create new joy 
in your home.

w w w. p a r a d i s e d e c k s . c o m

316 Brock Road, Greensville (Dundas) 
905.627.4147 • www.thesourceforhomecomfort.com

Offering the finest collection of quality wood  
and gas fireplace products...since 1975

• GAS FIREPLACES 
• WOODSTOVES 

• HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 

• SALES & SERVICE

Anne Smith 
Owner, DecOratOr

Nancy Bradley 
DecOratOr

•	 Custom	Draperies,		
Custom	Bedding	

•	 Designer	Fabrics	–		
Over	10,000	Samples	

•	 Upholstery	&	Custom		
Furniture	

•	 Designer	Wallpaper	
•	 Home	Accessories	
•	 Design	Staff	&	In-Home		

Consultation

Designing for  
Hamilton, Ancaster  
& Beyond Since 1989

73 Wilson St. W, Unit 19 
Ancaster Town Plaza

905-648-7979 
buytheyardinteriors.com

Your Complete
Custom Decorating Store
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905.387.8613 | www.takeusforgranite.ca 
60 Lancing Drive, Unit 1, Hamilton

Never taken for granted, always Take Us For Granite.  
Call us today to discover our custom marble,  

granite and quartz solutions.

HOW-TO
To create the plywood backing for your wreath, 
draw a 14 inch-diameter circle with a 10 inch-
diameter circle inside. Don’t worry if it’s not 
perfect; it will be hidden behind the driftwood. 
Cut your circles with either a jigsaw or scroll saw 
to create a wooden ring.

Place your ring on a large piece of kraft paper. 
Using something round, with a diameter of 
about 7 inches, trace a circle with a pencil inside 
your wood ring. This will be your guide as you 
begin gluing the driftwood pieces onto the 
ring. You can temporarily glue your backing to 
the paper to prevent sliding. Peel paper from 
wood when complete.

TOOLS
Pencil

Jigsaw or 
scroll saw

7-inch 
diameter bowl

Paintbrush

Glue gun

Screwdriver 

Wire cutters

MATERIALS
¼ to 5/8 inch-thick plywood (large 
enough to cut a circle 14 inches 
in diameter)

Roll of kraft paper

Lots of driftwood pieces, 9 inches 
in length or a little shorter

Sandpaper

Hot glue sticks

Acrylic paint in three colours (we’ve 
used navy, light blue and white)

Picture-hanging hardware (screws, 
D-ring hangers and wire)

DRIFTWOOD
WREATH
PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

Add a beachy 
vibe to your 
space with this 
fun and easy-to-
make driftwood 
wreath. Plus, 
there’s the 
added benefit 
of long walks 
along the 
water to collect 
driftwood!

Paint approximately 10-12 pieces of driftwood 
in each of the three colours you’ve chosen and 
leave the rest of the pieces natural. Let dry 
before gluing onto backing.

Begin gluing the driftwood pieces onto the 
wood ring, using the longest pieces first. Do 
not go too far past your pencil guideline on the 
inside of the ring. Leave some space between 
each piece to get a nice starburst shape.

Once you have the first layer glued around the 
entire ring, begin filling the spaces with slightly 
shorter pieces. Continue layering driftwood 
pieces until the backing is completely hidden.

Use shorter pieces and layer with the smallest 
pieces on the top layer.

Decide which way to hang the wreath and 
attach hardware and wire to the backing. 

Now you’re ready to hang and enjoy your work 
of art!  OH

DriftwoodWreath.indd   2 2021-05-06   3:55 PM

Give your business the benefit of premium 
exposure and connect, like never before, to 

our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Dianne Brown  T: 905.975.0280  E: dianne.brown@ourhomes.ca

Lisa Ormsby  T: 705.445.5065 x200  E: lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca

Marie Gallagher  T: 905.399.0717  E: marie.gallagher@ourhomes.ca

Roofing and 
Home Renovations

With 32 years experience providing quality 
services in Toronto, Mississauga, Etobicoke and 
the Greater Toronto Area, Let It Rain ensures 
your roof will withstand the harsh GTA climate. 

We provide roofing and home renovation services 
to homeowners, architects and builders.

✔ Complete Roofing Systems
✔ Roof Insulation and Attic Upgrades
✔ Skylights, Sun Tunnels
✔ Eavestroughs, Soffit and Fascia
✔ Roof Repairs ✔ Ventilation Upgrades
✔ Home Renovations from Top to Bottom
✔ Financing Available

Phone 1-877-686-7246 for a 
free estimate

letitrain.ca

Bruno & Christiane Levesque, owners

As heard on
Newstalk 

1010
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THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON, 
MISSISSAUGA, HAMILTON AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

CONNON NURSERIES 
Since 1906 Connon Nurseries 
has been growing, wholesaling 
and retailing quality trees, shrubs, 
evergreens, perennials and 
ornamental grasses. For over a 
century we have nurtured the 
love of plants! We complement 
our nursery plants with a vast 
selection of annuals, tropical patio 
plants, houseplants, herbs and 
vegetables. Whether you’re an 
established trade professional, 
an avid home gardener or just 
beginning your green adventure, 
our experienced team is here to 
help you make the best choices 
for your landscape, garden 
or indoor space. Plants and 
gardening are known for their 
positive benefits and we’re happy 
to be able to share those with you!

To go along with our selection 
of plant material, we carefully 
choose supporting products that 
we feel make your landscape or 
garden experience even better! 
Indoor and outdoor containers, 
soils, mulches, tools, seed and 
more complete our product 
offering. We have talented 
designers on our team to create 
your custom planter arrangements 
for the changing seasons. As 
the seasons change, so does 
our selection of plants and we 
encourage you to wander through 
our nursery often to see what’s 
blooming. As our homes and 
gardens remain our sanctuaries, 
filling them with greenery 
and blooms improves mood, 
productivity, mental wellness and 
physical well-being. At Connon 
Nurseries, we look forward to 
Planting Together for the Future.
905.689.7433 | connon.ca
(Please see ad on pg 2)

AFTICA DÉCOR 
Aftica Décor is proud to be 
your local Benjamin Moore 
Paint Dealer, with locations in 
Hamilton on Mohawk Rd. West 
and Ancaster on Wilson St. West. 
Proudly serving our community 
since 1997. 

We strive to provide a quality 
product and top-notch service to 
help all of our customers achieve 
their vision. Benjamin Moore 
Paint can make a huge impact 
on a small budget. Interior and 
exterior paints and stains are 
available. With varying price 
points, there are products for 
every project whether you are 
cleaning up to sell or finishing a 
renovation and aiming for many 
years of longevity.

We are happy to help our 
customers from preliminary 
planning and colour decisions 
all the way to executing the 
work and helping them with 
any stumbling blocks that they 
come across. We are happy to 
help online, over the phone or 
in-store (when permitted!).

Our location in Ancaster 
Camden Carpets is also 
happy to offer Hunter 
Douglas Window coverings, 
hardwood flooring, luxury 
vinyl, tile, area rugs and more! 
camdencarpetsandinteriors.com

Stop by our website or give 
us a call today and we would be 
happy to help you bring your 
vision to life! 
438 Mohawk Rd W,  
Hamilton | 905.574.2434 
54 Wilson St W, 
Ancaster | 905.648.2420 
afticadecor.com 
(Please see ad on pg 27)

ABERDEEN INTERIORS & 
ABERDEEN PLUMBING 
In the seven years Aberdeen 
Interiors has focused on interior 
renovations and building 
additions, we have developed 
relationships with some 
wonderfully talented people who 
help bring our clients’ visions 
to life, from design through to 
professional finishes. 

Aberdeen Plumbing 
was created four years ago 
to complement our service 
offerings. In that time, we have 
had the privilege of working with 
many local contractors, home 
builders and homeowners to 
provide service work and trade 
work in support of bathroom and 
kitchen remodels and more. 

We look forward to 
continuing to build on our 
successes by supporting 
local suppliers and artisans, 
being engaged in our city and 
communities, and delivering 
on the expectations of quality 
design and workmanship our 
clients have come to know us 
for. Our mission will continue 
to be enriching the lives of 
homeowners and their families 
by improving the functionality 
and beauty of their living space, 
while delivering a complete and 
high quality general contracting 
service experience.

Thank you for supporting 
local small businesses. 
Aberdeen Interiors: 
905.520.9177
aberdeeninteriors.ca 
Aberdeen Plumbing: 
905.520.5992
aberdeenplumbing.ca
(Please see ad on pg 71)

KEEP YOUR HOME 
ENERGY EFFICIENT AND 
COMFORTABLE DURING 
ANY SEASON
It is so important to maintain your 
furnace and fireplace on a regular 
basis to keep it operating at peak 
efficiency and avoid costly repairs 
or unnecessary service calls due 
to lack of maintenance.

The Source For Home 
Comfort is family owned and 
have been proudly serving the 
Hamilton and surrounding area 
for over 45 years. We offer the 
finest collection of quality wood 
and gas fireplace products in  
the region.

 We carry a wide range of 
hearth related products, from 
the best manufacturers in the 
industry: Regency, Hampton, 
Valor…offering fireplace products 
for woodburning, natural gas, or 
propane, and in zero clearance 
models, inserts, or freestanding 
stoves. Visit our showroom to see 
a select number of units burning.

 We also offer HVAC solutions, 
such as furnaces, central air 
conditioning and ductless 
air conditioning… just about 
anything you might require to 
keep your home energy efficient 
and comfortable during any 
season. For your convenience 
we now supply propane right to 
your home tank, offering the best 
price in the industry.

Our product knowledge, along 
with our expertise regarding 
proper use and installation, has 
been central to our success. 
BOOK NOW FOR  
FALL & WINTER: 
905.627.4147 | 316 Brock Rd, 
Greensville (Dundas)  
thesourceforhomecomfort.com
(Please see ad on pg 93)

Continued on page 98

LAKESIDE ARCHITECTURE 
INC. 
Lakeside Architecture Inc. is 
an architecture firm exclusively 
dedicated to the design of luxury 
lakeside homes, cottages and 
boathouses. 

Lakeside Architecture Inc. 
(formerly Smith Architect Inc.) was 
founded in 1963 in the Muskoka 
Region. During its long history in 
the North, the firm has designed 
and overseen the construction 
of multiple residential and 
resort projects. James Pitropov, 
Principal Architect, prefers to 
take a hands-on studio approach 
to architecture. At Lakeside 
Architecture Inc., James is the 
architect on all the designs, 
providing an intimate and detailed 
service of custom designed 
drawings, ongoing cost analysis, 
and materials selection. 

Through Lakeside’s 
sister company, Lakeside 
Construction Management 
Inc., James provides construction 
management services. 

Lakeside will enrich your 
experience by committing the 
time to work throughout the 
design process to truly create your 
dream project. When you build on 
a challenging site with a sparkling 
lake or steep leafy ravine, there 
is no room for mistakes. Trust 
the lakeside design experts at 
Lakeside Architecture Inc. to bring 
your dream design to reality. 
Buy our guide “Design your 
Dream – How to Prepare for your 
Design Project” at our website 
or contact us for a free online 
consultation today. You will love 
the extraordinary service of 
Lakeside Architecture Inc.  
lakesidearchitecture.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 71)

LUXURY MOVE 
MANAGEMENT
Luxury Move Management is a 
full-service move management 
company focused on saving you 
time, money, and decreasing 
stress during a major transition. 

If you are downsizing, 
undergoing a renovation, estate 
clearing, moving into a condo or 
new home, we have the services 
and the expertise to assist with 
the entire process!

We specialize in packing 
services, decluttering, junk 
removal, move coordination, and 
much more! 

Some clients want our help 
packing their entire home while 
other clients want our help 
with specific rooms. For larger 
projects we recommend starting 
well in advance of the move 
and spreading the packing over 
several dates, which allows the 
client time to make important 
decisions. However, when 
circumstances dictate that an 
entire home needs to be packed 
in 2-3 days, we happily rise to the 
occasion. 
Please visit 
luxurymovemanagement.com 
for a full listing of our services.
Give us a call at 416.937.0499 
or send us an email to  
info@luxurymovemanagement.com  
and let’s get you set up for 
success. 
(Please see ad on pg 83)

CIRCULERA
Here’s a fresh way to buy and 
consign designer décor and 
furnishings.  

How is Circulera 
different? Our robust platform, 
with an online experience for 
both buyers AND sellers, is like 
no other in the GTA when it 
comes to consignment. We see 
ourselves as connectors helping 
people and companies create 
amazing spaces.

Buying online is super 
simple! At 40-80% off –  
amazing deals curated for  
YOU, the design aficionado. 
STEP 1: visit circulera.ca
STEP 2: newsletter sign up – you 
get 10% off first order.
STEP 3: select items, choose 
curbside pick-up or local delivery 
service and pay online.

Looking for a great way 
to sell? We can help you sell 
designer décor whether it’s 
gently loved, new, or slightly 
damaged. Here’s how it works: 
1. Go to our website: circulera.ca
2. Click “I’m a seller” and 

complete the form. 
3. Within 24 hours we’ll confirm 

items.
4. Drop off, direct ship, or we can 

arrange delivery service.
5. Items posted for 60 days. 

Log on anytime to see your 
account status. 

6. Once sold, funds e-transferred 
within 5 business days.

7. If unsold, pick up within 72 
hours, store with us, or we 
drop-off to local charity. 

Questions? Hello@circulera.ca 
905.678.4401 | circulera.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 91)

NOAHS WATERPROOFING 
NOAHS Jet-Flush Basement 
Waterproofing Systems are 
approximately $3,900 per home. 
Actual price may vary according 
to the length and width of a house 
– this is extremely rare – but could 
be due to the presence of existing 
drainage weeping tile below 
and the difficulty in chopping 
through any roots and really heavy 
blocked debris within the pre-
existing drainage system itself. 
Our Technologically Superior 
Alternative Waterproofing 
System provides virtually dig-free 
waterproofing capabilities for a 
fraction of the price of standard 
applications.

• PRESSURIZED JET-FLUSH 
SYSTEM IS 100% SUCCESSFUL 
SINCE 2012: Using a pressurized 
water jet, weepers located at 
the footing of your basement 
foundation are ‘cleansed’ of 
settlements and debris allowing 
them to function perfectly as they 
used to, free from flooding.

• DRAINAGE AIR FLOW 
VENTS: NOAHS revolutionary Jet-
Flush Basement Waterproofing 
System uses superior 
waterproofing technology 
coupled with your home’s already 
existing Weeping Tile Drainage 
system.

• JET-FLUSHING YOUR 
ENTIRE BLOCKED WEEPING 
TILE: Using a special jet nozzle, the 
system is lowered into the blocked 
area. The water is pressurized via a 
jet pump and the ejected material 
causes the jet nozzle to rotate at a 
rapid rate, clearing the blockage 
in your weepers.

Superior performance, for  
80% less, that lasts forever! 
647.932.3635
jetflushing.ca
(Please see ad on pg 18)
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Barrie
705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

The Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.                
www.unitedlumber.ca

Bring Your Deck Dreams to Reality!
Let Us Help You with Your Deck Design

@UNITED_LUMBER @UnitedLumberHHBC

celebrating life at home

LOOKING FOR MORE WAYS TO
CONNECT WITH ?

Sign up for our
NEWSLETTER
3 Gorgeous Homes    

3 Exclusive Giveaways    
3 Behind-the-Scenes Access

Local Homes, Local Retailers, 
Local Trades...in your 

neighbourhood

Follow us on 
SOCIAL MEdIA

Check out our  
dIGITAL EdITIONS

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON, 
MISSISSAUGA, HAMILTON AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

MERRY MAIDS OF 
OAKVILLE, MILTON & 
HAMILTON 
Trust the experts in clean to keep 
you, your family and your home 
safe. 

Merry Maids’ of Oakville, 
Milton & Hamilton is locally 
owned and operated. As 
the experts of cleaning and 
disinfecting, we are constantly 
evolving our products and 
services to ensure we’re 
consistently delivering the best 
possible service to families in our 
community. 

We understand the world 
as we know has changed, and 
therefore our team has taken the 
time to carefully rethink how we 
can improve our industry-leading 
home cleaning services. To do 
this, we’ve gone back to school 
to develop new methodologies 
and processes to provide 
customers with a cleaner, 
healthier, germ-free home. 

We provide a 100% customer 
satisfaction guarantee with every 
Merry Maids clean. Our cleaners 
undergo vigorous screening, 
background and police checks, 
and are bonded and insured. 

Your health and safety is 
always our top priority. Our staff 
offer ‘no contact’ cleaning, come 
equipped with proper PPE, 
and sanitize all of our cleaning 
products between homes. 
To learn more about Merry 
Maids and our home 
cleaning services, please visit 
merrymaidsoakville.com, 
merrymaidsmilton.com, or 
merrymaidshamilton.com
(Please see ad on pg 3)

NEST 
Nest has three main values: 
Canadian, handmade and 
animals! We feature over 90 
artists from across the country 
who all express their talent, 
creativity, ingenuity and humour 
– and a love of animals, both 
wild and domestic! 

The shop is an eclectic 
collection of unique items such 
as fine art, jewelry, clothes, home 
décor, and kids/baby items. You 
will discover creative gifts that 
will wow your friends and family! 

This year we have focused on 
DIY kits and activities, both for 
kids and adults – needle felting, 
colouring and embroidery are 
popular! 

As always, we spotlight 
original art such as our large oil 
paintings and smaller custom 
pet watercolour portraits. 

Something is in store for all 
kinds of animal lovers, and now 
we feature items for your pets 
– including a dog subscription 
box, pet bows and catnip toys! 

We also recently rolled out 
some curated gift box sets to 
make your shopping easier – 
they are wrapped and ready to 
go! Ideal for Moms, Dads crafty 
kids, and folks on the go! Digital 
gift cards are also now available.

Store pickup and free local 
delivery, shipping upon request. 
Visit us in store at  
171 Locke St S, Hamilton  
and online at  
nesthamilton.com 
(Please see ad on pg 107)

FOOD4KIDS
Food4Kids provides packages 
of healthy food for children with 
limited or no access to food 
weekends or summer months. 
Volunteers assemble food 
packages and deliver to schools 
each Friday. At the school, the 
food package is quietly tucked 
into the child’s own backpack 
to ensure a non-stigmatizing 
approach. When the child arrives 
home on Friday, they open their 
backpack filled with healthy 
food.

The food packages include 
kid-friendly, easy to prepare 
and most of all, healthy food 
critical to a child’s physical 
and emotional development. 
Apples, oranges, kiwi, peppers, 
cucumbers, carrots, soups, 
stews, and grains are included in 
food packages.

Food4Kids is funded through 
donations or one-time-grants. 
This is truly a community 
program. If we all give a little, 
we can ensure children have a 
consistent supply of food.  

Currently, there are 3,050 
children receiving healthy food 
packages each weekend, 52 
weeks annually. 

Children have many things to 
worry about...where their next 
meal will come from should not 
be one of them. We believe no 
child in our community should 
go hungry.
To find out more  
about Food4Kids  
or to donate,  
please visit:
food4kids.ca
(Please see ad on pg 19)

CELEBRATE LIFE AT HOME 
WITH OUR HOMES 
OUR HOMES magazine is your 
local home resource guide. 
Readers love our magazine 
because we show and tell you 
about beautiful and unique 
local homes. Plus, we promote 
local homes-related product 
and service providers, and help 
you find professional trades. 
Whatever you need to build, 
renovate or decorate, you will 
find in our much-loved magazine. 

OUR HOMES magazines 
saturate 14 local markets in 
Ontario and connect over five 
million readers annually to our 
advertisers through premium, 
consistent, local content and 
beautiful photography. Our 
readership and distribution 
numbers are audited. Our 
advertisers reach our high-
income demographic through 
targeted distribution in each 
region and throughout Ontario. 

Our website, ourhomes.ca, 
offers even more ideas for every 
homeowner. 

Our readers keep OUR 
HOMES magazines as a 
reference and resource guide. 
A business directory in each 
magazine, also available online,  
makes it easy for readers to find 
our advertisers. And don’t forget 
THE LIST by OUR HOMES, 
thelist.ourhomes.ca, Ontario’s 
most comprehensive online 
directory for all things home. 

Subscribe to our newsletter 
at ourhomes.ca/newsletter   
for gorgeous homes, exclusive 
giveaways, and behind-the-
scenes access.

  
ourhomes.ca 
(Please see ads on pg 95, 99, 113)
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Lorne Park LUXURY

STORY 
GINA MAKKAR
PHOTOGRAPHY 
JASON HARTOG

The great room’s ceiling height is well-defined
with layers of moulding. RIGHT: The château-

style exterior blends into its surroundings.

IN FACT, a seasonal resort named after 
the Marquis de Lorne, Governor General of 
Canada from 1878 to 1883, was first established 
in the 1800s along the south side of Lakeshore 
Road. It was accessible by rail, steamboat or 
carriage and families flocked to the area in the 
summer. Back then, lots were sold to those 
willing to build a “neat and respectable” home 
or cottage costing not less than $400.  

Continued on page 102

WHILE TRAVELLING THE TREE-LINED
BOULEVARDS OF LORNE PARK, IT’S
EASY TO SEE WHY THE AREA WAS ONCE
CONSIDERED COTTAGE COUNTRY. 
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RIGHT: Andy and Lucie’s thoughtful renovation 
created a beautiful, cohesive home. BELOW: 
Even though it wasn’t initially for sale, the couple 
purchased the bubble gum machine at an art sale.
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Today, Lorne Park still radiates with the 
charm of narrow, tree-lined avenues and large 
lots, and is home to a variety of beautiful 
properties. Algonquin Drive is a meandering 
cul-de-sac with stately dwellings, including 
the home of Andy and Lucie. Situated on a 
1.85-acre ravine lot, the 7,200 sq. ft. estate 
features anything a homeowner could want 
or need. Nestled among the trees, the classic 
stone exterior and gabled roofline blends 
effortlessly into the landscape but still invites 
glances of passersby. When Andy and Lucie 
first bought the home, they were attracted 
to the sprawling ravine lot and the home’s 
unassuming nature, despite its size. 

Though the home was beautiful, the 
homeowners decided to undertake a 
renovation to create a space that reflects 
their unique needs and tastes. They hired 
custom home designer David Small of David 
Small Designs to complete an architectural 

renovation and add an elevator. David 
redesigned the space to create a seamless flow 
that effortlessly marries beauty with function. 

The couple also worked with Tania 
Parkyn of Parkyn Design to plan a fresh yet 
timeless redesign of the aesthetic throughout. 
With much of the home’s layout reconfigured, 
Tania created a relaxed yet elegant design 
aesthetic that lends a welcoming feel but still 
reflects classic good taste. A Romeo and Juliet 
balcony in the upper hallway looks down 
on the great room and floods the space with 
airiness and light. A drum-shaped light fixture 
hangs over the contemporary furnishings to 
complete the space. The great room opens 
seamlessly into the crisp, white kitchen and 
cosy breakfast area. Substantial mouldings 
add architectural interest and delineate each 
space. “Thanks to some great advisors, we 
think it turned out wonderfully,” says Andy.

The couple’s love for collecting unique art 
is present throughout the space. The vibrant 
colours, unique textures and interesting 
shapes leap from the frames and tell riveting 
stories. When they first buy something new, 
they often leave it on the floor for a while until 
they decide which place it will call home. “It 
takes a long time sometimes,” says Andy. 

TOP: The office is bright and sunny. LEFT: The eat-in 
nook in the kitchen looks out onto the lush landscape. 
ABOVE: There’s an abundance of built-in cabinetry in 
the main floor powder room.

White cabinetry, stone counters and 
backsplash come together to create 
a stunning, neutral kitchen. BELOW 

LEFT: James Hodgins helps discerning
homeowners with their buy and
sell needs. BELOW RIGHT: The

artwork in the dining room adds
colour and drama.

Continued on page 104
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He points to the vibrant painting that graces the dining room wall 
and can be seen from the main hallway. “The painting just pops in that 
room and that makes both look better,” he says.

One of the home’s attractive qualities is the feeling of hominess 
that often eludes a property this substantial in size. Andy says 
the home is often a favourite among visitors, a reaffirmation that 
they’ve crafted a space that is beautiful and exceptional. “It’s not 
ostentatious,” says Lucie. “If someone wants ostentatious, this is not 

Continued on page 106

TOP LEFT: The walk-in closet is customized for maximum storage. TOP RIGHT: Muted hues allow for easy 
relaxation in the bedroom. LEFT: Dual vanities in the centre of the en suite are functional and detailed. 
ABOVE: The backyard is a vacation-like oasis.

their house.” The extra space was certainly a benefit in COVID times. 
The couple was able to retreat to their offices, close their doors and 
continue to work. With plenty of room to roam, they never felt penned 
in. “We’ve been lucky to have it,” says Andy. 

The backyard is a haven, with the serene backdrop of the ravine, the 
gentle rustle of the trees and a stillness that brings peace and tranquility. 
“When there’s stress at work, I go out and sit on my chair, and with the 
water feature, it’s like being at a resort; it’s an oasis,” says Lucie. 
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Imagine your home,  
totally organized!

Custom Closets
Garage Cabinets
Home Offices
Pantries
Laundry Rooms
Hobby Rooms

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage or Home office unit.  
Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.  

With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer expires 7/31/2021.

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage 
or Home office unit.  

Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.  
With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer not valid in all regions. offer expires 7/31/2020.

Walk-in Closet

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

www.closetsbydesign.ca Follow us on

®

1-877-563-7799 oHM

Bedroom Closet Garage Cabinets

Laundry RoomHome Office

40% off Plus FREE 
Installation

PLUS TAKE AN EXTRA 15% off

NoW oFFERING 
18 Month  
Financing!
With approved credit. Call or  
ask your designer for details.  

Not available in all areas.

Designing a home requires many things to consider.  
There’s style, functionality, architectural details and 
space planning. A professionally trained eye can pull all 
these elements together to create a cohesive space with 
a timeless design that will last for many years to come. 
Give Anita and Kim a call today.

905.467.7433 • 905.580.0024 

burlingtondesignstudio.ca

 burlingtondesignstudio
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171 Locke St. S., Hamilton
@nesthamilton

nesthamilton.com/shop

Support quality local, Canadian and handmade artists 

by going digital with us from the comfort of home. 

Shop our new online store 24/7 and discover all of your 

favourite animal themed gifts, decor, crafts and more!

SHOP AT NEST 
ONLINE

1170 Rymal Rd E Unit C-1, Hamilton
905.575.6882  stoneonthego.com

QUARTZ  K ITCHEN COUNTERTOPS

The lower-level walkout boasts a home 
gym, wine cellar, recreation room, bar area 
and enclosed Muskoka room that opens to the 
outdoor pool and hot tub area. It’s a veritable 
retreat that the grandchildren enjoy when 
they come to visit. 

James Hodgins, founder of boutique 
realty company Hodgins Realty Group, 
says 1128 Algonquin is truly a destination 
retreat unlike any other in Mississauga. 
“The street was aptly named and beautifully 
envelops this incredible signature home in 
an exclusive natural setting reserved for only 
an elite few. For those who cherish privacy, 
nature and a timeless world-class home, this 
estate delivers on all fronts,” says James.

With their children grown, the couple is 
moving on to a new phase of life. Although 
torn at the thought of leaving the home they’ve 
come to love, they’re open to the possibility 
when the time and opportunity is right. “It 
would make practical sense to move on. We’ve 
lived here a decade and we’ve enjoyed it. We’ve 
been lucky.”  OH

The home is currently for sale with Hodgins
Realty Group Inc. Inquiries are welcome at

905.855.8700 or visit jameshodgins.com.

TOP LEFT: The wine cellar is stocked for friends, 
family or easy nights of relaxation. TOP RIGHT: The 
Muskoka room opens to the outdoor deck. MIDDLE: 
The home gym has everything one could need. 
RIGHT: The lower-level recreation room is a cosy 
place to watch movies or relax.

1044 Cannon St E, Unit C, Hamilton
hamilton@barnboardstore.com 

barnboardstore.com    @barnboardstore

Leading supplier of barnboard,  
reclaimed wood, live edge  

and custom furniture

BarnboardStore_Half_Sp21.indd   1 2021-03-10   12:32 PM
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From a design perspective, “imperfectly 
perfect” interiors have been gaining 
popularity as the world becomes more 
accepting of imperfection and increasingly 
seeks out the beauty in it. Gone are the 
unattainable, stress-inducing standards of 
perfection. This interior trend is all about 
living our best life in comfort and style. 
Here’s how to get this look.

MIX OLD AND NEW
Vintage pieces are key to this aesthetic. If 
it’s distressed, aged and faded, all the better. 
Remember, they’re not just scratches, they’re 
stories. One reason I really love this style 
is that it doesn’t demand the purchase of 
all-new items; the contrast between old 
and new can be quite beautiful. Some newly 
purchased furnishings and accessories can 
make your vintage pieces pop in a way that’s 
uniquely you. This style is also conducive 
to upcycling cast-off furnishings with some 
new upholstery and a fresh coat of paint.

Generally speaking, avoid anything that’s 
too matchy-matchy and aim for eclectic and 
artisanal. Look for contrasts and combine 
a variety of materials such as wood, glass, 
lacquer, metal and mirror. The goal is for your 
items to look collected rather than purchased 
in one afternoon at your local big box store.

PERFECTLY

This world is full of wonderful things that happen 
entirely by accident, but when it comes to our homes, 
the “perfectly imperfect” aesthetic doesn’t always 
come by chance. Though effortlessly curated in 
appearance, this distinctive style is quite deliberate, 
reflecting unique lives and interests, and the home 
that’s at the heart of it all.

imperfect
STORY SASCHA LAFLEUR
PHOTOGRAPHY WEST OF MAIN DESIGN

PerfectlyImperfect.indd   2 2021-04-29   1:57 PM

Continued on page 110

289.813.5155
info@homorganizing.ca | www.homorganizing.ca

Providing in-home and virtual organizing 
and decluttering services. We believe 
living in a clutter-free space will bring 
peace and clarity to other aspects of 

life outside of the home.

905-961-7769
revisionshomestyling.com

Real Estate Styling (Staging) of both Occupied & Vacant Homes  
• Decorating/Designing/Redesigning/Re-modelling • 3-D Conceptual Drawings & Plans  

• Upholstery • Art Selection & Placement • Millwork • Kitchen & Bathroom Design  
• Fixture & Finish Selection • Window Treatments • Reupholstering • Lighting Strategies  

• Project Management • Special Occasion Styling (holidays, parties, etc.)
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TELL YOUR STORY
Incorporate sentimental items and 
found objects that speak to your 
personal interests and experiences. 
Find a place to display that retro 
typewriter or your vintage camera 
collection. Put yourself out there 
through things that bring you joy and 
help tell your story.

Bring added interest to your 
collections by peppering your 
display with plants, books and 
artwork to create mini focal points 
through the space.

Think in odd numbers when 
displaying your collections and curios 
on tabletops, shelves or the fireplace 
mantel. Arrange your accessories in 
groups of threes or fives, with the 
largest item in the middle. This draws 
attention to the centre of your display 
and creates balance.

LIVE IN LAYERS
Textiles can completely change 
a room, adding warmth and 
dimension to what would otherwise 
be a cold and sterile space. Along 
with this particular aesthetic, 
pillows and throws were never 
intended to be neatly lined up 
and folded into a perfect little 
square. Just toss, drape and pile 
them where needed.

Your fabric choices create a mood 
and set a tone. Layer bold animal 
and cultural prints with more subtle 
patterns and solids for instant 
impact without having to make a 
huge investment or commitment. 
You can lighten up your fabrics 
during the warmer months with 
linens and cottons and go warmer 
and heavier during the winter with 
wool, faux fur and chunky knits.

Consider adding reclaimed 
antique rugs, window coverings, 
wall coverings, upholstery and 
accessories such as cushions 
and throws. Again, look for 
variety in colour, vibrancy, 
pattern and texture.

Try this: In the 
kitchen, take the 
mix-and-match 
approach to your 
metallic finishes. For 
example, try pairing 
brushed nickel 
cabinetry hardware 
with gold-toned 
lighting or plumbing 
fixtures. Just 
keep a consistent 
temperature – 
warm with warm, 
or cool with cool. 
Alternately, matte 
black metal is a 
neutral and trendy 
option that pairs 
well with everything.

The final piece of decorating advice 
could easily apply to life as well. Rather 
than trying to fight the randomness 
that sometimes surrounds us, embrace 
it. Do things just because and you might 
be surprised by the outcome.  OH

Sascha Lafleur is the principal senior designer 
at West of Main.

PerfectlyImperfect.indd   3 2021-04-29   1:57 PM

Request a Consultation — In your Home*, our Showroom or Virtual
*some conditions apply

Showroom hourS: mon-Fri 10-5. Appointment Preferred. Closed weekends.

www.coverscanada.ca

Your Drapery and Shade PRofeSSIonalS

appleby Crossing: 2500 appleby line, Burlington, on l7l 0a2
Showroom 905-333-8121 • Email covers4@coverscanada.ca

Serving Burlington, Oakville, Hamilton, Ancaster, Stoney Creek and surrounding areas

Josette Giacalone
Certified Interior Decorator  

& Drapery Consultant

Buy More, Save More 
10-15%  

extRa SaVInGS*

*Ask Associate for Details
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EXPAND THE 
ONLINE PRESENCE 
OF YOUR BUSINESS

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR 
DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES

• SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS   • NEWSLETTER ADS   • SPONSORED ARTICLES   • AND MORE

REACH 500,000+ PEOPLE ONLINE

FOLLOW US ON

ACCOMMODATIONS/ 
LODGING/RENTALS
Costa Rica Luxury Lifestyle, 9

ARBORICULTURE/ARBORIST
Arborwood Tree Service, 79

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Lakeside Architecture Inc., 71, 97

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Nest, 98, 107

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Covers Canada, 111

BUILDERS
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 5
Mariman Homes, 35

TRUBuild Custom Homes  
	 & Renovations, 11

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 99

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Barnboardstore.com, 107

Unique Custom Cabinets, 6
Wingers, 45

CHARITABLE/NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS
Habitat for Humanity, 10

Ontario Food for Kids, 19, 98

CLEANING
Merry Maids of Oakville, Milton  
	 & Hamilton, 3, 98

LaPointe Interior Design & Landscape, 71

Shades of Summer Landscaping  
	 and Maintenance, 83

MOVING & STORAGE
Luxury Move Management, 83, 97

Mountaineer Movers Limited, 61

Organized Transitions, 19

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Closets by Design, 105

H:OM Organizing, 109

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Jansen Furniture | Irongate Garden  
	 Elements, 31

PAINTING & DECORATING
Aftica Decor, 27, 96

CONSIGNMENT
Circulera, 91, 96

The Millionaire’s Daughter, 8

COUNTERTOPS
Six + One Stone, 45

Stone On The Go, 107

Take Us for Granite, 95

DOOR/CABINET/DECORATIVE  
HARDWARE
New Age Hardware Ltd., 27

FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Buy The Yard Interiors, 93

FENCING/DECKS/GATES
Paradise Decks & Landscape Design, 93

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE/INVESTING
Mortgage Alliance Golden Horseshoe, 61

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
The Source for Home Comfort, 93, 96

FLOORING
Aftica Decor, 27, 96

Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 69

Barton Bath + Floor, 31

Eden Tile-It, 43

The Floor Shop, 115

FOUNDATIONS
NOAHS Waterproofing, 18, 97

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 69

Brushed Designs, 31

Buy The Yard Interiors, 93

Circulera, 91, 96

Country Charm Mennonite Furniture, 4
Dal’s Home Furnishings, 21

Graham & Brooks, 49

Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 69

C.T. Painting & Decorating, 71

PLUMBING
Aberdeen Plumbing, 71, 96

Barton Bath + Floor, 31

REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Community Professionals –  
	 Vince Fracassi, 10

Hodgins Realty Group, 116

Sam McDadi Real Estate, 23

ROOFING
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 95

Taylor Made Roofing Systems, 61

Graham & Brooks Salvage Co., 49

Interiors by Better Shade, 16, 17

Jansen Furniture | Irongate Garden  
	 Elements, 31

Joshua Creek Trading Furniture  
	 & Home Decor, 25

Nest, 98, 107

The Millionaire’s Daughter, 8
Your Home Your Story, 57

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Aberdeen Interiors, 71, 96

​Frank Ricci Custom Renovations, 33

Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 95

TRUBuild Custom Homes  
	 & Renovations, 11

INSULATION
NOAHS Waterproofing, 18, 97

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Alison Knapp Interior Design, 91

Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 69

Barnard & Speziale Interior Design, 93

Burlington Design Studio, 105

LaPointe Interior Design & Landscape, 71

Revisions Home Styling, 109

JEWELRY/METAL EXCHANGE
AU Jewellery Exchange Lab, 20

KITCHEN & BATH
Aroma Kitchens & Baths Inc., 27

Barton Bath + Floor, 31

Crodon Kitchen and Bath Centre, 91

Downsview Kitchens, 59

Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre, 14&15

Unique Custom Cabinets, 6

KITCHENWARE/RESTAURANT SUPPLY
Nicetys, 35

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
Connon Nurseries, 2, 97

TILE
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 69

Barton Bath + Floor, 31

Eden Tile-It, 43

Maxco Tiling, 35

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Aftica Decor, 27, 96

Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 69

Budget Blinds, 51

Buy The Yard Interiors, 93

Covers Canada, 111

Interiors by Better Shade, 16, 17

Salnek’s Custom Window Treatments, 7
Smart Shutter Canada, 12

WINDOWS & DOORS
Doorway Inc, 13

Unitech Doors Manufacturer Inc., 49

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than 
one heading, please email marie.gallagher@ourhomes.ca or lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise 
at 905.399.0717 or 705-445-5065 x200.
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Linen, a sustainable fabric made of flax, is ruling 
the runway and home fashion this year in a big 
way. Linen sheets top the list, but this ancient, 
natural fabric is popping up in home goods for 
every room of your home. Say yes to linen.

linen
IS BACK

1

2

3

4

6

8

10

11

12

13

1. POM POM AT HOME: Jackson Bedding in Flax/Midnight  2. EASTERN ACCENTS: 
Naomi Pleated Accent Pillow in Purple  3. KLIPPAN: Edge Cushion Cover in Lead 
Grey  4. CURREY & COMPANY: Ledoux Lantern  5. MAXWELL FABRICS: La Foliage 
Linen Fabric in Sweet Water, Washi and Durum  6. POKOLOKO: Element Towel in 
Cinder  7. SURYA: Rowland Table Lamp with White Linen Shade  8. SURYA: Solid 
Linen Pouf  9. REVELATION: Phaedra Dog Bed  10. KLIPPAN: LINN Kitchen Towels  
11. JAIPUR LIVING: Madura Throw  12. EASTERN ACCENTS: Leonara White Curtain 
Panel  13. MERCANA: Trixie I Dining Chair with Linen Seat.  OH

5
7

9

LinenIsBack.indd   2 2021-05-03   7:43 PM

Hardwood Flooring lends 
character and charm to any  
room in your home or busi- 

ness and best of all—it never goes  
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!  

 
classic styles of traditional wood- 
grains. In addition to beauty, our  
collection of hardwood flooring  
offers exciting possibilities in a  
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,  
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,  
American  Cherry as well as colours, 

Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now 
with three locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area offers you incredible 

The Floor Shop has also been 
featured on several episodes of  
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly 
revered award winning HGTV  
program with Mike Holmes. The 

 
specialists for warmth, livability 
and character.

W W W . T H E F L O O R S H O P . C O M

LEASIDE
Tel: 416.421.8588 Fax: 416.421.5477

154 Wicksteed Ave

KINGSWAY
Tel: 416.234.0599 Fax: 416.234.9920

4195 Dundas Street West

MISSISSAUGA
Tel: 905.803.0050 Fax: 905.803.0066

700 Dundas Street East

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS

TFS_W2012_ad.indd   1 12-11-13   11:46 AM
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10Ft Ceiling+ Expansive Open Design. Magazine
Worthy Kit. Waterfall Quartz Island, Porcelain

Backsplash + Integrated Appl. Master Retreat W/ W/I
Closet & Modern Spa Bath. Sep. Entrance To Legal

Prof. Fin Bsmt.

Rare Exec. End Unit Freehold TH in Golf Course
community! 3 Bright & Spacious Bdrms + Rare Loft On

2nd  Level, Open Ktchn W/Granite Counters And SS
Appliances. Formal Dining + Great Rm W/Fireplace

Opens To Private Backyard Patio. Walk to Trails & Shops. 

Unparalleled Almost 1 Acre Estate Complete
W/Regulation Tennis Court, Sep Guest/Entertainment

House, 6 Car Garages, Breathtaking Custom Pool &
7000+Sf Custom Built Manor In The Heart Of Lorne

Park/Clarkson. Updated To Perfection Inc. Open
Concept Design w/Gourmet Kitchen.

Premium 103 X 193' Deep Lot W/ Your Own Private
Dock On The River! Fitness Enthusiasts Dream!

Spectacular Master Bedroom Retreat W/Unobstructed
Sunset Views Of Credit River. Inspiring 4 Seasons

Solarium & Custom Kitchen!

Rare & Sought After Award Winning Credit Mills
Bungaloft! Stunning Open Concept Mn Flr W/Master

Retreat & Spa Bath+Bdrms 2&3. 2nd Flr 4th Bdrm / 2nd
Master Bdrm Suite. Custom Kit W/Juliet Balcony.
Entertainers Dream Lower Level W/Designer Bar.

Magnificent Architectural Design On Premium 140'
Wide Lot Backing Onto Gorgeous Parkland W/Sunset

Vistas. Inspiring Open Concept Living W/Soaring
Cathedral Ceilings +Floor To Ceiling Windows.

Gourmet Kitchen!

 

Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract


