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A young professional couple with 
a one-and-a-half-year-old son and 
a second on the way. Ready and 
financially prepared for up-sizing to 
accommodate their growing family 
and very excited to be purchasing 
their dream home.

Matt & Linda

Adel & Knar Condo Living

Dream Homing

Work life wrapping up for this 
soon-to-be retired couple. Ready 
to down-size, move closer to family, 
babysit the grand kids, and enjoy 
a little more rest and relaxation 
condo-style. 

Without Tina as our trusted realtor, we would not have been able to purchase the house of our dreams (for under 
ask) and sell our home (at over ask) as quickly and efficiently as we did. She is a committed, sincere and thoughtful 
individual who goes above and beyond for you, always with your interest in mind. We could not have asked for a 
better realtor to help us with making this major life transition.  — Matt & Linda Raynier

We are grateful to have had Tina Robinson as our realtor. She is honest, a good listener, accommodating to the 
needs of clients, an advisor knowledgeable of the market, a skillful negotiator who accomplishes results, meticulous 
to details, patient with an excellent positive attitude, and always smiling. In addition Tina has a nice artistic touch 
and decorating taste. We do not hesitate to recommend her as a professional realtor.  — Adel & Knar Gehshan

Corporately Owned & Operated

‘‘

‘‘

‘‘

‘‘

Experienced. Serving the GTA since 2010. University 

educated, corporately trained in sales, marketing and negotiation.

Your Trusted Source in Real Estate

Royal LePage Real Estate Services Ltd.
1-5055 Plantation Place, Mississauga, ON, L5M 6J3 

O: 905.828.1122   E: trobinson@royallepage.ca
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Building Trust. Creating a Lifestyle.

Tel  416.777.2324       Dir  416.886.2290
4632 Yonge Street,  Suite 202  Toronto,  ON  M2N 5M1

Email

Multi Award Winning 
Company including 
Best Custom Home 

in Canada

Design. Build. Project Management. 

34 years international multi-site project management and operations

In-house Engineers, Architectural Technicians, PMP and P.GSC by Canadian Construction Association

Featured in magazines, TV and newspapers

Fine Custom Homes and Boutique Custom Renovations





S O L I D  W O O D  B E D R O O M S   |   D I N I N G   |   U P H O L S T E R Y   |   L E A T H E R

COMMUNITY PROFESSIONALS, BROkERAgE  318 Dundurn St S • Hamilton ON  L8P 4L6 • 905.522.1110

VINCENT FRACASSI | 905.522.1110 | fracassiandco.com

luxury Real EsTate | Investments
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BARRIE  •  BURLINGTON  •  COLLINGWOOD  •  TORONTO  •  DUNDAS  •  MARKHAM

BURLINGTON: 2202 INDUSTRIAL ST.  |  905.320.4811
DUNDAS: 242 GOVERNORS RD.  |  905.966.2551

BLINDS  •   SHUT TERS  •   SHADINGS  •   DRAPERY

Design Studio ® Drapery Side Panels & Roman Shades

Clarity

Solace

Treat yourself to the lifestyle you deserve with your own 
slice of paradise! Immerspa traditional and modern spas are the 
perfect choice for homeowners who want to make their backyard 
an everyday getaway. Made of 5/16-3/8 inch thick fiberglass, 
Immerspa spas are easy to install and maintain, and are built  
to last.

Did you know we have 15 models to choose from? Our team will 
help you select the perfect model for your lifestyle and connect you 

with a local installer to complete the easy installation process!

844-663-7772 | immerspa.com | info@immerspa.com

Solitude

Where Landscape
Meets Dreamscape

immerspa.com

Our Most Popular Models

WHICH IMMERSPA IS RIGHT FOR YOU?



416.704.6381   |   3-348 Lakeshore Rd., E., Mississauga ON  |  jt@trubuild.com  |  www.trubuild.com

c u s t o m  h o m e s  a n d  r e n o v a t i o n s

t r u s t e d ,  r e l i a b l e  a n d  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g

Exclusive Luxur y Home -  Casa Faro Azul,  Costa Rica
Casa Faro Azul is a private luxury residence in Costa Rica perched at the edge of the rainforest on 
a small cliff above the Pacific Ocean on Faro Escondido, an exclusive community near Marina Los Sueños. 
This palace-like home was designed to make residents feel as if they are endlessly surrounded by picturesque 
scenery and breathtaking views of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast from its terraces and patios, hence its name 
“The Blue Lighthouse”. 12,500 sq. ft. under nice high ceilings and refreshing central air conditioning, with 
additional 5,000 sq. ft. of balconies, decks, and patios with an enthralling décor that makes residents feel as 
though there’s no boundary among themselves and the open breadths of Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast combined 
with the common tropical environmental factors that are all part of a beautiful scenario.

THIS UNIQUE LUXURY HOME 
AWAITS YOU IN THE MIDDLE OF 
PARADISE.

Visitors will be assured of privacy and solitude, 
along with the Costa Rica Luxurious Lifestyles 
team’s VIP concierge services, with a wide range 
of contemporary amenities. 

Elevating the human spirit through

Luxury Relaxation

https://crluxlifestyle.com/vip-vacation-rental/casa-faro-azul/   |  +1.626.650.8272   |  olga@crluxlifestyle.com



QUALITY + DESIGN
Our reputation is built on our unique attention to quality & design. 
We offer a full range of products and services to fulfill all your kitchen & bathroom renovation needs.



Visit Our Showroom To See Our 
Fiberglass Doors on Display!

Quality Doors - Since 1993

We will not be undersold!

Finally there is a vinyl shutter that has the look, feel, and warmth of wood. Smart Shutter Canada 
has the latest innovation in shutters, delivering elegance and a low maintenance and eco-friendly 
product. Our shutters are V.O.C.-free and have been found to outperform the rest and are the 
best in terms of environmental impact and durability – they are custom made to fit your windows, 
will add instant value to your home and save on energy costs!

Based out of Hamilton, we are conveniently located to provide you with an outstanding shutter at 
a great price. We also do custom specialty shapes! Anything from arches, brows, triangles, circles, 
octagons, and everything in between. We measure, make, and install...Any shape, any size, we do it all!

With over 20 years of experience, and having dealt with thousands of customers, we have a strict set 
of guidelines that includes multiple inspection points throughout the fabrication process, ensuring 
we exceed our customer’s expectations. We welcome the opportunity to earn your trust and to 
provide you with the best shutters on the market, with the best service, at the absolute best price!

SAVE
40%

905-389-9800
smartshuttercanada.com

Call us, for all your  
window treatment needs.

SHUTTERS. SHADES. BLINDS.

*First responders receive additional savings! We thank you for your service.
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WATERCOLOURWESTPORT.COM

New Homes
Craftsman style, single 

family, designer finished  
by award-winning  

Ottawa builder,  
Land Ark Homes.  

1GB Fibre Optic Service  
& Net Zero Ready.

New Life
Escape urban density  

to healthier living  
and greater wellness.

New Possibilities
Walkable to village  

amenities, winery, bakery, 
brewery, dining and  

shopping. Connected 
to nature with mountain 
views, creekside trails,  

hiking, and nearby  
waterfront and golf. 

DINE

PREPARE

RETREAT

RELAX

905.599.1816 | info@organizedtransitions.ca | www.organizedtransitions.ca

DOWNSIZING? CLEARING AN ESTATE?

Estate Clear Outs  

Auction Setup and Sale

Move Management 

Packing & Unpacking

Sorting & Organizing

Your Move Made Simple...

Organized
Transitions

438 Mohawk Rd W Hamilton 
905.574.2434

54 Wilson St W Ancaster 
905.648.2420

afticadecor.com

•  curbside pickup available  •

These colours are part of the 
Classic Colour Collection. 

Surround yourself with your 
colour favorites. These timeless, 

elegant, Classic Colours 
guarantee beautiful, usable 

colour all the time, every time.
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

I’M CHOOSING a 
family photo to hang 
on the wall and I keep 
coming back to this one. 
It’s perfectly imperfect. If 
you know our son Matt, 
this photo makes so much 
sense. He’s a dreamer. 

He’s often in his own 
head, his thoughts racing 
a mile a minute. His mind can visit a hundred places in the time it takes 
us to have dinner. He’s a creative thinker and creative thinkers often 
appear to be daydreaming when they’re really cooking up bizarre ideas 
and solutions to things. 

How does he get anything done you might ask? It’s been a feat over 
the years. He’s academically minded and loves to learn, but he does 
what he wants when he wants. Over the years, he’s learned to rein in his 
thoughts when it matters and leave the daydreaming at the door. 

If you’re into psychology like I am, positive-constructive 
daydreaming is associated with curiosity, sensitivity and openness to 
ideas and feelings. When we’re thinking freely, we’re more flexible, self-
aware and goal-oriented. With Matt, I find evidence of this everywhere, 
from the notes that he scribbles to the goals he has tacked on his 
bedroom wall. Sometimes, he’ll open his mouth and say something so 
profound, we wonder how long he’s been thinking what he’s thinking. 
It’s clear that he has an endgame in sight as his mind meanders freely 
from one idea to the next.

The day of this photoshoot, he hammed it up for the camera, but 
after 20 minutes, I could tell he’d already moved on to the next great 
thing. That’s why this photo captured by our friend and photographer 
Robyn Russell is so special. It’s a moment, a sliver, a fleeting glimpse of 
Matt and all his personality. 

The photo belongs on the wall. It celebrates the creative dreamer 
in our life and his unique way of looking at the world. Daydreaming 
motivates, initiates and inspires a lot of greatness. Who knows, maybe 
your daydreamer will inspire you too. 

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

Follow us    
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter
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WELCOME TO CHATHAM THE SUNSET AT PRESTANCIA
WITH THESE LUXURIOUS SINGLE FAMILY HOMES. QUALITY BUILT BY THE BUNGALOW GROUP. CELEBRATING OVER 25 YRS BUILDING

TAURUS MODEL GEMINI MODEL ARIES MODEL

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS PRECONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY 
FOR 2022-2023 CALL US TODAY!

ONLY 4 LEFT

3 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM:
• 2 STOREY - 3 BED / 3 BATH
• 1 1/2 STOREY - 3 BED / 3 BATH
• RANCH - 2 BED / 2 BATH

EXTRA FEATURES:
• 9’CEILING HEIGHTS
• GRANITE IN KITCHEN & BATHROOMS
• LUXURY ENGINEERED HARDWOOD
• CERAMIC FLOORING
• W/FRONT CEMENT DRIVEWAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO VIEW PLANS PLEASE VISIT US AT
WWW.JOEFALLEA.COM & WWW.WERETEAM.COM

JOE FALLEA
SALES REPESENTATIVE

519.818.9757

Preferred Realty Ltd. Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

www.joefal lea.com  |   sa les@joefal lea.com  |   off ice:  519.944.5955

SOLD OUT

SOLD OUT

2359 Lakeshore Road West Oakville, Ontario
905.847.2922  www.mybackshed.com

Custom Upholstery • Custom Furniture Painting

French Country, antiques, hand painted 
furniture and shabby chic home décor.

Our Oakville boutique offers lovely pieces ready to grace 
your home with old world charm. Step into our “as-is” 

room and enjoy the flea market experience. 
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

My daughter is 15 years old. 
She’s clever and thoughtful and a hard worker and funny as heck. But to 
look at her you wouldn’t know she’s any different than her lovely, also 
unique friends. Because, like I said, she’s 15. They all want to look the 
same. They have dos and don’ts and rights and wrongs of fashion.

That’s one of the things I love about being my age. I’ve been around 
long enough to see trends come and go, come back again with a twist 
and realize they shouldn’t be so much prescriptive as inspirational.

When I see articles that tell me open-floor layouts, white kitchens, 
Mid-century modern and shiplap are “out,” I want to scream because 
these are all but a part of a bigger picture – elements we might 
incorporate into creating the homes we want.

For instance, check out the home we have in this issue on page 
82. It’s open plan and divine – perfect for family life and entertaining. 
Perfect for Katelyn and her two boys. 

Trend forecasters are predicting 2022 will be all about shades of 
green and wallpaper and rattan. I’ve always loved green and wallpaper 
and I’m pretty sure I still will in years to come. Rattan? Not so much. 

The point is, while it’s fun to see what other people are doing and 
to co-opt ideas that speak to you, be confident in your own style. You 
might want the help of a decorator and that’s okay – the good ones will 
help you work out what’s compelling for you. But at the end of the day, 
you are the one coming home to your house, so fashion your spaces to 
suit your own needs and to fill you with joy. Like they say, you do you.
With that, I offer you our pages packed full of inspiration. There are no 
rights or wrongs. Co-opt or don’t, but I hope you enjoy the tour!

Wishing you the happiest of seasons,

Melissa North, Managing Editor
melissa.north@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter
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Brant County’s Leader in C  nadian Home FurnisHings

Ontario
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wide 

Delivery

Where Quality meets great Prices!
420 Lynden Rd, Brantford, ON N3T 5M1 

519.647.3663   dalshomefurnishings.com
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Come visit our  
20,000 sq.ft. Showroom!

In-Home 
Design 

Consultations

NOW OFFERING

QuaLity  Custom  soLid Wood  
SOFAS, SECTIONALS, MATTRESSES, BEDS, DINING ROOM TABLES, BARSTOOLS & MORE!

Custom Order pick your height + 
pick your finish + pick your fABric 

Over 50 Customizable Bar 
Stools – MADE IN CANADA

thousands ofcombinations

by Canadel

Dals_W21.indd   1 2021-11-08   9:38 AM

905.630.7046   francescadesigns.ca  

info@francescadesigns.com 

Serving Toronto, Oakville, Burlington, Hamilton  
and surrounding areas for over 12 years

INTERIOR EXTERIOR DESIGN FIRM

Creating functional, opulent spaces 
beyond each clients expectations. 
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Specializing in Birthday Box & Realtor  
‘Welcome Home’ Closing Gifts...& much more

It’s Your Home. Start Your Story.

When you collect things you love, things that are authentic to you, your home becomes your story.

Your Home Your Story – a bespoke home décor  
store located at 174 Brant Ave, Brantford

519.770.4663     yourhome.yourstory    www.yourhomeyourstory.ca
Amanda Kenney

Awarded Best ‘HOME’ Subscription box in Canada

YourHomeYourStory.indd   1 2021-11-03   10:38 AM
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The principles of Building Biology can be 
grouped into five main topics: 

SITE AND COMMUNITY DESIGN

The site and the placement of the dwelling 
should be free of health hazards (naturally 
occurring or human-made) and ensure 
occupants are not disturbed by pollution 
from air, soil, water, noise and electrical. The 
goal is to position dwellings in communities 
and developments that provide ample 
access to nature, sunshine and fresh air for 
families and individuals of all ages. 

ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION HEALTH

This is a topic that 
we’ve heard more and 
more about since the 
widespread introduction 
of wireless technologies. 

Many sources of electromagnetic radiation 
(EMR) exist, some human-made and 
others naturally occurring. Examples of 
sources include: electrical service, power 
lines, appliances, cell phone technology, 

synthetic carpeting, drapery 
and textiles, components in 
building materials, steel in 
furnishings and currents in 
the earth. Building Biology 
attempts to integrate 

strategies to minimize exposure generated 
from inside or outside a building. 

Here are some simple and easy things 
you can do at home to lower exposure: Use 
a landline and minimize cell phone usage; 
turn off WiFi when not in use and keep 
electrical devices away from your bed. Some 
people put their bedrooms on circuits that 
can easily be turned off at night. 

INDOOR AIR AND WATER QUALITY

A ventilation strategy is especially important 
in new construction. Although airtight homes 
are prized for their energy efficiency, the 
circulation of fresh air is crucial for a healthy 
indoor climate. This is achieved through 
the design and placement of windows and 
doors for ample natural ventilation as well 
as by installing a properly sized mechanical 
ventilation system. 

The Building Biology process also aims 
to ensure moisture content remains low 
in dwellings. Building Biology strongly 
recommends a historically derived mass-wall 

construction method 
such as earth, clay 
or straw for their 
natural ability to 
allow the flow of 
vapour molecules 
through the wall 
assembly. These 
natural materials have 
the innate ability to 
buffer large amounts 

of moisture, and the flow-through process is 
very slow, so accumulation from condensation 
is insignificant and does not deteriorate the 
building envelope. Known as “breathable 
walls,” they can provide stable temperature 
and humidity levels, producing a comfortable 
living environment. The walls themselves, 
finished directly with plaster or with wood 
over furring strips, provide insulation and 
eliminate the need for many synthetic 
materials, which can reduce exposure to 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs).

OCCUPANT WELL-BEING 

To improve indoor air quality, consider 
selecting low-toxin natural materials and 
finishes. Providing stable and welcoming air 
and surfaces can be accomplished through 
radiant heating methods such as passive solar 
techniques and the use of thermal mass (such 
as stone surrounding a fireplace that holds heat 
long after the fire has burned out). Ergonomics 
of the human body are also important when 
considering furniture selections, natural light, 
a colour palette inspired by the surrounding 
natural environment and acoustics to mitigate 
unwanted noise.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The final tenet of Building Biology is the 
selection of materials and construction 
methods that promote health and well-being 
from the beginning of the process to the end. 
Care is taken to avoid materials that deplete 
natural resources or permit unsustainable 
harvesting practices along with life cycle 
costs of materials from an environmental and 
energy perspective. Buildings are designed 
in an energy-efficient manner to minimize 
energy consumption, provide water-saving 
features and power with renewable energy 
sources when viable.  OH

building
BIOLOGY

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens explores the 
principles of Building Biology.

The discipline of Building Biology focuses on the relationship between the natural and built 
environments with the goal of creating greater harmony between the two. With nature as 
the guiding principle, building biologists integrate a holistic approach to the design, build 
and/or renovation of residential dwellings to provide as little disruption to the surrounding 
environment as possible – while creating healthy homes.

OFFICE OU / EVOLVE BUILDERS GROUP INC: 
Contemporary straw bale home

EVOLVE BUILDERS GROUP 
INC / HARVEST HOMES: 
Straw bale home construction
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At Stagg & Paper Interiors, our ultimate goal is to help  
you create a sense of well-being, calmness and  

order within your home.

Let us help you get started on designing  
your home renovation today. 

416-882-6808   www.staggpaper.ca

Unique, Timeless &  
Intentional Interiors.

905.387.8613 | www.takeusforgranite.ca 
60 Lancing Drive, Unit 1, Hamilton

Never taken for granted, always Take Us For Granite.  
Call us today to discover our custom marble,  

granite and quartz solutions.
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1 	 GRAHAM & BROOKS

Wool Throws
These Edinburgh brand all-wool throws 
are perfect for indoors or out. Think chilly 
nights on the deck or by the firepit or use as 
a colourful accent piece. Available in eight 
different warm and rich tartan patterns.

43 Cootes Dr., Dundas 
289.238.8618 | grahamandbrooks.com

2  	 NICETYS

Rosti Bowls
Inspired by the 1970s with vintage moss and 
carrot hues, these mixing and serving bowls 
are durable, scratch resistant and BPA-
free. Available in a variety of other colours 
and sizes. 

146 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville 
905.338.0275 | shop.nicetys.com

3  	 BUY THE YARD INTERIORS

Wallpaper and Urns
We love wallpaper! Go bold with Candice 
Olson geometrics, embrace Rifle Paper Co. 
botanicals or keep it simple with Antonina 
Vella horizontal stripes – your walls can be 
your canvas. Express yourself!

73 Wilson St. W., Ancaster 
905.648.7979 | buytheyardinteriors.com

4  	 NEST

Coasters
Robyn has found animal-themed coasters 
in rich colours from Artech Glass Blowing 
Studios. You have to love a team that 
recycles beer glass and has the motto 
“reduce, reuse, rebeer!” Available in 
sets of four. 

171 Locke St. S., Unit 2, Hamilton 
905.979.6378 | nesthamilton.com

5  	 FAIRHOME INTERIORS

Toss Pillows
Add some playfulness to your interior with 
toss pillows crafted with an invisible zipper 
and plush feathers. Made to order in three 
colours and a range of sizes to fit your needs. 

2289 Fairview St., Unit 320, Burlington 
905.333.4644 | fairhome.ca

6  	 JOSHUA CREEK FURNITURE  
	 & HOME DECOR 

Sofa
The Canadian-made Leather Loft Sofa is 
crafted with premium leather, featured here 
in warm cognac. Clean lines and a warm 
wood base make it a transitional piece for 
any space.

1029 Speers Rd., Oakville 
905.842.3739 | joshuacreekfurniture.com

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Furnish and decorate your home 
with our latest seasonal finds.

1
3

5

4

2

COLOUR ME
Happy

6

Continued on page 32
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7

8

9

7 	 SMART SHUTTER CANADA

Shutters
Custom VOC-free vinyl California or Plantation 
shutters have the look and feel of painted wood. 
Smart Shutter measures, creates and installs any 
shape or size and now offers financing.

70 Unsworth Dr., Unit 4-5, Hamilton 
905.389.9800 | smartshuttercanada.com 

8  	 AFTICA DECOR

Paint
Not only does Benjamin Moore’s Aura paint come 
in a range of handsome colours, it’s fantastic for 
coverage, especially over white and lights. And 
it’s self-priming and stains wash off easily. 

54 Wilson St. W., Ancaster 
905.648.2420 | afticadecor.com

9  	 BRUSHED DESIGNS

Pottery
Add a gorgeous, statuesque piece of pottery to 
your home. The rich green hues blend beautifully 
with the rubbed brown base. Display as a simple 
piece of art or curate your own collection. 
Earthenware adds a warm touch to your décor.

30 Main St. S., Waterford 
519.222.3505 | brusheddesigns.ca  OH

DO YOU HAVE GOLD & SILVER 
JEWELRY OR STERLING SILVERWARE 
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SELL?

Sell what no longer serves you, 
it’s worth more than you think. 

WE CAN HELP.

(289) 921-1789   www.theaulife.com

519.774.3863
interiordesignbyelise@gmail.com
www.interiordesignbyelise.ca

Colour • Design • Flooring
Custom Window Treatments

Wallpaper • Designer Furniture • E-Designs
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INGREDIENTS 
POMEGRANATE SYRUP 

2 cups pomegranate juice 

½ cup granulated sugar

COCKTAIL ( FOR 1)

A spoonful of 
pomegranate syrup 

1 ounce Chambord liqueur

Dry sparkling wine 

Frozen raspberries, to garnish 

Rosemary sprig, to garnish

DIRECTIONS
SYRUP

Combine pomegranate juice 
and sugar in a saucepan over 
medium-high heat. Bring to a 
simmer then lower temperature 
to low. Simmer for 25-30 
minutes or until reduced by half. 
Let cool completely. 

MAKE COCKTAIL

Add ice and frozen raspberries 
to a glass of choice. Add a 
spoonful of syrup and 1oz of 
Chambord. Top with a dry 
sparkling wine and stir. Garnish 
with a rosemary sprig for a 
festive touch!  OH

BLACK RASPBERRY 
POMEGRANATE fizz
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This celebratory cocktail features tart pomegranate 
and sweet black raspberry liqueur – topped with some 
bubbly! Perfect for your holiday party.

BlackRaspberryPomegranateFizz.indd   2 2021-09-16   2:31 PM

 
    

since 1967

   

The Downsview cabinetry collection is custom crafted in North America and available through select kitchen design showrooms

DOWNSVIEW KITCHENS  2635 Rena Road, Mississauga,ON  Phone (905) 677-9354

Visit our website: www.downsviewkitchens.com

80541_OURHOMES-2021-ADRIA_SJC.qxp_BLEAD05HM.qxd  21-07-30  5:07 PM  Page 1
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DIY PROJECTS 
Prefer a DIY project? If you have some basic 
sewing skills, making your own cloth wraps 
and bags is another compelling option – with 
the bonus of going fabric shopping! The internet 
is absolutely brimming with sewing tutorials, 
but rest assured sewing a furoshiki – essentially 
a hemmed square of fabric – is a fairly simple 
task. From there you could also try your hand at 
sewing simple tie bags, wine carriers or totes.

NO SHOPPING 
REQUIRED
Don’t want to shop at all? No problem. There 
are lots of elegant ways to package gifts by 
reusing what you already have. For example, in 
place of traditional gift wrap, consider using 
a colourful map or your children’s artwork. 
Vintage pieces are also great for packing gifts – 
and as a bonus, mason jars, tins, wooden crates, 
baskets, scarves and tea towels deliver lots of 
whimsy and visual interest. 

Consider pieces of ribbon, jute or string 
in place of cello tape. And topping it all off, 
rather than non-recyclable ribbons and 
bows, why not head outside? Gathered 
bits like pinecones, branches and sprigs of 
greenery make for simple yet breathtaking 
embellishment on gifts. 

EMBRACE THE FUN
Admittedly, developing more sustainable 
traditions takes some time and thought. Yet 
Ballinger likes to frame this as more about fun 
and creativity than guilt. Just like those holiday 
stockings and décor you bring out every year, 
reusable wrapping pieces, she says, can become 
part of your family’s cherished traditions. 
“You’re not losing anything here,” she says of 
ditching the waste. “For me it’s really about 
‘What traditions are we passing on to future 
generations?’ ”  OH

ZERO
WASTE:
Earth-friendly

HOLIDAY
GIFT WRAP

INSPIRATION
STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

We’ve all felt it, that uneasiness 
that follows a happy round of 

holiday gift-giving.

Eyeing those mountains of crunched-up paper, sticky 
tape and jiggly ribbons, we know much of this stuff isn’t 
recyclable. And the uncomfortable truth is, holiday waste 
isn’t insignificant. According to Zero Waste Canada, 
Canadians generate 545,000 tons of waste each year from 
gift wrap and shopping bags. And during the holiday 
season alone, we motor through six million rolls of tape. 

What to do? It’s no surprise that more consumers 
today are on the hunt for sustainable gift-wrap options. 
Social media sites like Instagram and Etsy are seeing the 
proof in their search results. In April 2021 for example, 
Etsy noted: “Interest in reusable or recyclable wrapping 
paper, gift boxes and mailers is on the rise.” Astonishingly, 
the company saw a 936 per cent year-over-year increase in 
searches for eco-friendly gift boxes!

Are you, too, seeking out sustainable wrapping 
this holiday season? We’ve got you. Here’s our list of 
sustainable gift-wrap inspiration aimed at helping 
you deliver all the joy – without all the waste. 
Happy wrapping!

Wrappr (wrappr.com) 
REUSABLE FUROSHIKI GIFT WRAP 
DESIGNED BY ARTISTS

In Toronto, Brittany Trafford is the 
founder of Wrappr, a small business 
now in its second year of selling 
artist-designed furoshiki wraps. As 
Trafford explains, “Furoshiki is a 
tradition in Japan. It’s been a craft 
there for about 1,200 years and it’s 
the tradition of wrapping gifts and 
transporting books or food with 
fabric wrap.” Wrappr’s mission is 
first environmental, she says. The 
company website offers not only 
colourful product photos of reusable 
wrap designs, but also education 
such as tying tutorials and notes 

on alternate uses for furoshiki. 
Trafford’s secondary mission is 
support for artists. Wrappr furoshiki 
come in a stunning variety of designs 
by artists from around the globe, 
making them a joy to gift and reuse. 
(Artists, says Trafford, are paid 
up-front and also earn a one-dollar 
royalty from every furoshiki sale.) 
Beyond designs by Canadian artists, 
Trafford says, “We’re also working 
with artists from Argentina, Japan, 
Germany and all over the place!” 

joywrap (joywrap.ca) 
REVERSIBLE FABRIC BAGS, FLAT WRAP
AND BATH BOMB GREETING CARDS

In Dundas, Ont., Amy Ballinger’s company 
joywrap is also prepping for its second 
holiday season. Signature products 
include reversible furoshiki-type flat 
wraps and gift bags with a twist – or 
crinkle, to be exact. Ballinger started 
out making products for her family: “We 
decided we didn’t want to contribute 
to the waste anymore but then we were 
joking about how it would be a silent 
Christmas morning with everyone 
unwrapping their fabric gifts!” Thanks 
to a bit of innovation (via a non-toxic 
and BPA-free material between fabric 
layers), joywrap products deliver on 
nostalgia, offering lots of classic crinkle 
when they’re unwrapped. With reversible 
fabrics – wraps and bags are festive on 

one side, while the other is more generic 
– Ballinger says pieces are designed to be 
used year-round.

Joywrap’s made-in-Canada offerings 
include an option to customize wrap with 
photos of family or furry friends as well as 
reusable gift tags and bath-bomb greeting 
cards, which are biodegradable and can be 
tossed in the tub.
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WRAPPR: Silk furoshiki wraps from the Wintergreen collection, 
featuring original artwork by Canadian artist Jenna Caswell.

WRAPPR: Silk furoshiki wraps Hot Spice,  
Sparkle, Celestial Dreams and Evergreen.

WRAPPR: Silk furoshiki 
wrap Celebration

JOYWRAP: Holiday 
bath bomb greeting card

JOYWRAP: Gift wraps and gift 
bags in Bear & Buffalo Plaid + Teal

JOYWRAP: Gift wraps and gift 
bags in Christmas Floral + Red

Earth-friendlyHolidayGiftWrap.indd   DPS 2021-10-04   3:38 PM
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MATERIALS

Approximately 4 or 5 skeins of size 4 
white yarn

12-inch wire wreath frame

Large pom-pom maker

Fabric scissors

Winter accessories for centre. (We used 
miniature trees and a toy house.)

Glue gun

Glue your accessories to the centre of 
the wreath. 

Hang your wreath on your front door (inside 
or outside on a covered porch) or onto a 
mirror for your family and friends to swoon 
over throughout the season.  OH

POM-POM 
WREATH
ADD SOME CHEER TO YOUR DOOR 

WITH THIS POM-POM WREATH YOU CAN 
MAKE YOURSELF. GET COSY BY THE FIRE 

WHILE YOU WIND THE WOOL. 

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

Using a pom-pom maker, create 
approximately 35 identical pom poms to 
fill the wreath frame. Trim pom-poms with 
scissors if needed.

Starting at the centre of the frame, begin 
tying pom-poms, moving around and to the 
outside until the ring is full. Don’t leave gaps 
between pom-poms. If needed, add a small 
drop of glue to keep pom-poms in place.

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY ERIN ROCHON

Pom-PomWreath.indd   2 2021-09-28   4:36 PM

289.837.3800 
427 SPEERS RD, OAKVILLE 

905.503.9400 
40 ENGELHARD DR, AURORA

905.543.8000 
272 OTTAWA ST N, HAMILTON

THEMILLIONAIRESDAUGHTER.COM

Shop here for fabulous furniture and decor on consignment

OPEN AND 
ACCEPTING 
FURNITURE 

CONSIGNMENTS

7 days a week

Find something from every era and every 
price range, from rugs to chandeliers, chairs 
and silverware, and much much more! 
“This place has a way of connecting you 
to a fond memory somewhere in your 
history, and that’s part of the reason so 
many customers and consignors come back 
time and again to visit our stores.”

Your home should reflect your personal 
style and be filled with statement pieces 
that grab your attention, and that’s what 
we’re here for! 

A number of customers have commented 
lately that the regular furniture stores are 
telling them they have to wait weeks or 
months for their purchase. In our stores 
you can find just what you want, at a great 
price and have it as early as the next day.

TheMillionaresDaughter_W21.indd   1 2021-10-19   3:04 PM
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nNestled within the Niagara Escarpment, 
longstanding Millar Crescent and Nemo 
Crescent subdivisions boast original heritage 
residences. Developments are still being 
cultivated within the picturesque woodlot. 

living

LEFT: Surrounded by the lush trees, the home boasts the best of country living just 
minutes from the city. ABOVE: A large veranda with fireplace spans the length of the 
home and makes the most of the view. BELOW: A steel entry gate leads to the front 
of the beautiful estate.

ESCARPMENT 
STORY GINA MAKKAR
PHOTOGRAPHY STEPHEN CALAGUIRO

Continued on page 42

GUELPH LINE NORTH OF DUNDAS IN
BURLINGTON BRIMS WITH CHARACTER.
IT’S WHERE HERITAGE FARMSTEADS BLEND
WITH ESTATE HOMES. 
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Living near the escarpment offers the 
beauty and privacy of country living with 
the convenience of city life. The escarpment 
forest is majestic, with ancient cedars and 
rare species like the Jefferson Salamander. At 
the headwaters of Grindstone Creek, historic 
farmlands predating the mid-19th century 
can be found.  

The Bluffs is a forested, exclusive enclave 
featuring multi-million-dollar luxury homes 
and sweeping plots of land that back onto a 
protected conservation area. It’s the ultimate 
residential retreat. Steps from the Bruce 
Trail, this home on Escarpment Drive is no 
exception. Built by Hallmark Homes, the 
home offers over 15,000 square feet of living 
space. Iron gates open to a sweeping drive 
and a French chateau-inspired abode awaits.  

Lush landscaping, a stone exterior and the 
gentle arch of the eyebrow dormers create 
old-world charm.

Inside, the home is designed with a 
traditional centre-hall plan, the living and 
dining rooms flanking the entry. Deep crown 
mouldings and baseboards add architectural 
detail. The dining room’s coffered ceiling, 
board-and-batten moulding and designer 
wallpaper offer a dreamy space for dinner 
parties. A formal fireplace, waffle ceiling and 
baby grand piano create a beautiful yet relaxed 
atmosphere in the living room. Hardwood 
floors throughout were done by Antique 
Hardwood Flooring. 

The stairwell’s timeless piano-style 
staircase is updated with wrought iron 
spindles and square newel posts. A skylight 

The soaring ceilings in the 
kitchen are anchored with 
pendant lights and the 
use of a darker hue adds 
warmth. The butler’s pantry 
connects the kitchen to 
the dining room. Custom 
cabinetry in a similar hue 
connects the hallway to 
the kitchen and nearby 
work space.

LIVING NEAR THE ESCARPMENT 
OFFERS THE BEAUTY AND PRIVACY 
OF COUNTRY LIVING WITH THE 
CONVENIENCE OF CITY LIFE.

Continued on page 44
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adds architectural interest and additional 
light. From the front of the home, the 
unencumbered sightline boasts a striking 
view of the backyard with a floor-to-ceiling 
picture window. 

The gourmet kitchen is a home chef’s 
delight. Soaring ceilings are an unexpected 
but delightful touch. Fresh white cabinetry 
is complemented with a deep grey island. 
The variegated marble countertop provides 
a unique surface. A hidden walk-in pantry 
with built-in shelving keeps storage tidy 
and out of sight. The kitchen opens to 
the great room, where a roaring fireplace 
and warm, neutral tones create a cosy 
backdrop for relaxing. 

The office on the main floor is panelled 

ABOVE: Wallpaper is a pretty addition to the dining room. RIGHT: A rolling 
island makes laundry a breeze. BELOW: The panelled office is warm and 
distinguished. BOTTOM RIGHT: The tones and textures continue in the 
powder room giving the home a cohesive feel. 

from floor-to-ceiling in a deep chocolate 
hue with built-in bookcases to match. Large 
windows are strategically placed to provide 
striking views of the outdoors. The lighting 
throughout was done by Prima Lighting.

The home features seven bedrooms and 
11 bathrooms, plus an elevator. Upstairs, the 
primary retreat is warm and inviting with a 
gas fireplace. Doors open to a private balcony 
and a stately outdoor fireplace to enjoy while 
sipping coffee. The walk-in closet is fitted 
with boutique-style storage, with doors that 
sweep closed for a clean, minimalist look. 
The en suite’s dual sinks make getting ready a 
breeze. The tub, placed in front of an oversize 
window, invites the outdoors in and makes 
the most of the view. Every bed and bath 
throughout brims with thoughtful custom 
touches, like coffered ceilings or luxury 
marble fittings. 

The lower level is an entertainer’s delight 
with a bar, recreation room, theatre, gym 
and additional living quarters. Out back, an 
outdoor bar, saltwater gunite pool, hot tubs 
and outdoor pavilion await. 

TOP: The waffle moulding and the use of velvety fabrics add formality to the living room. ABOVE: The 
centre-hall style layout makes entertaining easy as guests drift from the dining room to the living room. Continued on page 46
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The home is the brainchild of Elena Cipriano, a sales representative with  
Re/Max Escarpment Realty. Elena is the original owner of the home and 
describes the build as a labour of love. “The term ‘spared no expense’ is often  
overused, but in this case, I am almost embarrassed by the unreserved approach 
we took to the budget,” Elena says. “No desire was left unmet. No indulgence was 
spared. We truly took the approach that if price was no object, what would we 
do to create the most special home we could? I took my 30-year career and the 
thousands of beautiful homes I have seen and distilled this knowledge into this 

The backyard is resort living at its finest. The covered patio with fireplace and television allows for three-
season living. It’s easy to take hosting outdoors with the large saltwater gunite pool, two hot tubs and the 
large deck area complete with plenty of lounge seating and a pavilion.

Continued on page 48

The family room is a cosy space that looks onto
the backyard oasis. BELOW: The lower level offers

everything needed to relax or play, from a home gym 
to a recreation area and theatre. 
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project. I took a lifetime of creative ideas and 
used Escarpment Drive as my canvas.” 

The home was eventually sold to the 
current homeowners. Now that they are ready 
to sell, they called on Elena. After all, who 
better to work with than the original owner 
and an expert in the field.

Elena, a 30-year veteran in the real estate 
industry, has worked tirelessly to build a solid 
foundation. Before working with clients, she 
gets to know them the same way she embarks 
on a new friendship. “If we mesh and have 
chemistry, then a friendship can develop,” 
Elena says. “I do not consider myself a service 
provider. I consider myself a confidante and an 
advisor to my friends when they want to make 
a decision about real estate.” Continued on page 50

The primary retreat is a great space to cosy in and
hibernate, complete with a gas fireplace and
spa-like en suite with a walk out to private balconies.

1044 Cannon St E, Unit C, Hamilton
hamilton@barnboardstore.com 

barnboardstore.com    @barnboardstore

Leading supplier of barnboard,  
reclaimed wood, live edge  

and custom furniture

BarnboardStore_Half_Sp21.indd   1 2021-03-10   12:32 PM

30 Main St S, Waterford | 519.222.3505 | brusheddesigns.ca

Find Beauty in the Details

905•520•5992 
www.aberdeenplumbing.ca

RELIABLE  •  LOCAL  •  EXPERTS
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By learning what inspires clients, what their passions are and how 
they enjoy living, Elena tailors a very specific plan that speaks to them 
as individuals. “Just as each of my friends is different, so is my clientele.”

Now that her three children have grown and flown the nest, Elena 
has joined an exclusive group of empty nesters. “My tending to my 
three children has been replaced with an unhealthy addiction to tennis, 
which feeds my competitive spirit,” she laughs. Her favourite part of the 
job is getting to know people. “Clients become lifelong friends. I get to 
ride along for one of the most important decisions of their lives. I am 
truly honored that they entrust me to be part of this.”  OH

The home is currently for sale with Elena Cipriano of Re/Max Escarpment Realty Inc.

No detail is left behind. 
The same attention to 
the fixtures and finishes 
that can be found in the 
rest of the home are 
evident in the bedrooms 
and baths throughout. 

4472 Escarpment Drive, 
Burlington ON L7N 1W7

2+ acres 
15,000 sq ft 
2-storey gourmet kitchen 
6+1 bedrooms 
11 bathrooms 
Indoor bar / theatre room 
Outdoor entertaining area 
In-law / nanny suite 
Heated 5-car garage
...& so much more

ELENA CIPRIANO – SALES REPRESENTATIVE
RE/MAX ESCARPMENT REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
Office: 905.639.7676  Cell: 905.399.7670
elenacipriano2@gmail.com | elenacipriano.com

 @elena_cipriano1

Bespoke, breathtaking, resplendent. Welcome to 4472 Escarpment Drive. Representing 
the epitome of exquisite fine living, this custom, fully furnished home will meet all of your 
needs with comfort, splendour and function. Situated on over 2 acres in ‘The Bluffs’ of 
Burlington, it is only steps away from the Bruce Trail. It was designed with every detail 
imagined and no expense spared. Built by Hallmark Homes, it offers over 15,000 square 
feet of living space and features 6+1 bedrooms, 11 bathrooms and a 2-storey gourmet 
kitchen and servery, equipped with everything you need. Retire from dinner in the formal 
dining area to the master retreat, complete with gas fireplace and ‘spa like’ en suite 
with walk-out to private balconies. Or if you’re ready to entertain, take it outside to the 
outdoor bar, gorgeous saltwater pool/hot tub and outdoor pavilion, or indoor bar, lounge 
and theatre room. And we’re not done yet… 4472 Escarpment Drive also features a gym 
and games room, and a separate in-law/nanny suite in the finished lower level that is 
equipped with radiant heated floors. When you do venture out, enjoy inside-entry from 
the oversized heated five-car garage. This home really doesn’t leave any stone unturned. It 
offers complete privacy and tranquility in a lush, green enclave while being close to all the 
amenities Burlington has to offer. You can work here, play here, entertain here, recharge 
here, have quality family time here… the possibilities are truly endless.  

Welcome home

Asking price $11,900,000

r

r

REMAX_Elena.indd   1 2021-08-23   2:52 PM
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RECREATE THIS LOOK 
IN YOUR OWN HOME.

bespoke
BATHROOM

1

2

3

4

5
6

7 8
9

1. GENERATION LIGHTING: Southold Medium Lantern in Burnished 
Brass  2. OLYMPIA TILE: White Marble/Grey Diamond Tile  
3. OLYMPIA TILE: Calacatta Manhattan Tile  4. VICTORIA + ALBERT: 
Tombolo 10 Bathtub Rack in Oak  5. BOUCLAIR: Artificial Floor Plant in 
Wooden Pot  6. ELK HOME: Natural Teak Slab Bar Table  7. VICTORIA 
+ ALBERT: Toulouse 1500 Freestanding Soaking Bathtub in Gloss 
White  8. ROHL: Eclissi Single Hole Floor Mount Tub Filler in Matte 
Black  9. BERNHARDT: Silhouette 307-549  Side Chair  OH

BespokeBathroom.indd   2 2021-11-04   9:40 AM

From contemporary to modern to classic farmhouse, we design them all. No matter your 
budget, we work with you and your builder to ensure we are designing a custom home 
specific to your needs and within your financial means. 

Contact us today to set up a consultation or for more details about our services. 

Jordan Station Design Co Inc.
3836 Main St, Unit 2 - 2/3 Jordan Station, ON
289.668.4588  |  info@jordanstationdesignco.ca
www.jordanstationdesignco.ca

CUSTOM HOME DESIGNS

Architectural Design Studio

905.730.4451 
info@lapointedesign.com

A timeless approach based  
on sustainability, innovation, 

and authenticity

Interior, exterior & 
landscape design

INTERN ARIDO

Timeless Designs |  Last ing Impressions

LAPOINTE
INTER IOR DES IGN & LANDSCAPE
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HOLIDAY 
TREES

MATERIALS

1 skein 
faux fur yarn

3 foam cone 
forms in 
various sizes

glue gun

HOW-TO

Add a small amount of glue to the bottom 
of a cone, place end of yarn on glue and 
hold in place.

Tightly wrap the yarn around the cone, 
applying a dab of glue as needed, until 
reaching the top of the cone. Make sure 
there are no gaps.

Coil a small amount of yarn at the top to 
give it a point and glue in place.

Make a statement by creating a group of 3 
or 5 trees of different sizes. Mix colours and 
materials for more visual impact. Place on a tray 
and add greenery and accessories.

Find a great spot on a console or mantel to 
display your gorgeous DIY!  OH

faux fur
PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
ERIN ROCHON

ADD SOME GLAMOUR TO YOUR 
HOLIDAY DÉCOR WITH ELEGANT AND 
EASY TO MAKE FAUX FUR TREES. 

FauxFurHolidayTrees.indd   2 2021-11-03   1:52 PM

905.902.3939

Custom Home Building & Renovations

Renovating or Remodelling? Let us help you achieve the rooms of your dreams. 
With our meticulous attention to detail and quality, you will love your home again!

View our latest projects on

FrankRicci.indd   1 2021-03-03   8:41 AM

crafty ideas
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THE PLACE

When Amanda Kenney and her carpenter husband began redoing 
their home room-by-room five years ago, it quickly became apparent 
that they had the knack and innate sense of style. Amanda took a leap 
a few years later. She left her office job and opened home décor store 
Your Home Your Story. That it has been a great success is especially 
impressive given the grand opening was in February 2020, just three 
weeks before the first pandemic lockdown. Years of retail experience 
have helped, along with an Instagram following of nearly 110,000.

STORY MELISSA NORTH 
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

INSPIRING
style

THE STYLE

Imagine a weekend by the lake or relaxing on 
the porch of a whitewashed farmhouse at dusk or 
maybe a meal with best friends at a beautifully set 
harvest table. Just walking into Your Home Your 
Story conjures these impressions and more. Amanda 
describes her style as vintage farmhouse, inspired by 
water. “I always like to have that coastal feel – light 
and airy with a touch of blue mist, but with vintage 
wood pieces added in there.” All the pieces she 
carries, including décor, kitchenware, wall art, throws, 
bedding, rugs, baby goods and baskets, contribute 
to the harmonious atmosphere. “People know they’re 
never going to come in and find red,” says Amanda. 
“It’s always going to be this vibe, this palette.”

WHAT’S HOT
Vintage linen bow pillows are a constant best seller, 
Amanda’s own design exclusive to Your Home Your 
Story. She’s added fantastic jute lanterns to her lighting 
selection and greeting cards made from her own photos 
taken around Lake Erie, Long Point and Nova Scotia 
are popular. But her merchandise is ever changing. “As 
soon as I style it and show it, it’s gone,” she explains.  

CONSULTS 

Now that Amanda has a team of five 
working with her, she has time to do 
more of the behind-the-scenes activities 
she loves, such as offering home design 
consultations. Her goal, she says, is to 
inspire and help customers make “Your 
Home Your Story.”  OH

Get There
174 Brant Ave., Brantford 
519.770.4663 | yourhomeyourstory.ca

Amanda Kenney
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Ingredients 
MACARONI

454 g elbow macaroni noodles 

3 Tbsp butter 

¼ cup all-purpose flour 

2 cups milk 

1 cup heavy cream 

2 cups shredded cheese 
(a mix of cheddar and Gruyère 
is recommended)

Salt and pepper, to taste 

PANKO TOPPING 

1 cup panko breadcrumbs 

2 Tbsp melted butter 

¼ cup parmesan cheese, 
finely shredded

Directions 
Preheat oven to 350˚F.

In a large pot of boiling 
water, cook macaroni noodles 
according to package directions.

In a medium-size pot over 
medium-high heat, melt butter, 
then whisk in flour. Cook for 1 
minute, whisking constantly.

Slowly add milk and cream 
while continuing to whisk. You’ll 
want to add the liquid gradually 
so it doesn’t begin to clump. 
Continue to whisk until mixture 
begins to thicken. 

Remove from heat and add 
shredded cheese. Stir until 
cheese is melted. 

Prepare the panko crumble 
topping by mixing all 
ingredients together.

In a 9 by 11-inch oven-safe 
dish (or several smaller dishes), 
combine the sauce with 
the noodles.

Cover with panko crumble and 
bake for 15-20 minutes until 
golden and bubbly.  OH

CLASSIC BAKED
Mac & Cheese
RECIPE & PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This is a true classic recipe you can take 
to your next potluck. Prepare it ahead of 
time, freeze and bake when needed.

ClassicBakedMacaroniAndCheese.indd   1 1/2pg 2021-10-25   2:55 PM

3-D PoP-uP Christmas CarDs 
– Stunning & Sturdy...you will want 
to hang onto these beautiful cards!

905.971.0830 • 116 King St W, Dundas  

thekitchenwitchdundas.ca    

SEVERAL 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Our showroom is open by appointment only, please contact us today!

Monday – Friday 8am-5pm  |   @Ensuite.Hamilton

1660 Upper Ottawa, Hamilton | 289.309.2284 | ensuiteontario.com/hamilton
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25+ Years Experience
100% Canadian Made Cabinetry  |  Quality Craftsmanship

Custom Made Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry
Closet Systems  |  Entertainment Units  |  Basement Renovations
Full Renovations & More!

905.844.3332 | www.aromakitchens.ca | info@aromakitchens.ca
Visit Our 6,000 sq.ft. Design Centre: Units 2-3, 333 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville

Create Your Dream Look

SIZE MATTERS
If you are considering gifting a Dutch or French 
oven this year, Alison says the current trend is 
to go big, especially if you’re shopping for a busy 
home cook. “We’re definitely seeing bigger sizes 
in everything – sauté pans, stock pots, frying pans 
– with higher capacity and bigger sizes. Because 
then maybe you can cook for two nights or you 
can cook for tonight and then lunches.”

LONG-LASTING 
QUALITY
The pandemic has put our kitchen tools to 
the test. And we’re finding our cheaper knives 
aren’t cutting it and our bargain non-stick pans 
are decidedly sticky. As Alison says, “If it used 
to fall apart within two years, now it’s falling 
apart within six months and people are really 
dissatisfied with those things. And so what we 
call heirloom-quality cookware is really where 
we’re seeing a massive amount of growth.”

Jenny sees a similar trend: “We are seeing 
people reinvesting in their kitchens.” Specifically 
she sees demand for “good-quality knives, and 
buying that French or Dutch oven that people 
have been sort of holding out for all this time.”

COSY COMFORT
With gifts, cosy comfort is a great mantra this 
year. Alison says, “The reason French ovens 
were so important last year and continue to be 
so important this year is because it brings your 
family together and it gives you that warmth and 
comfort when there’s so much fear and illness and 
so much uncertainty outside of the home.” Among 
the lovely gift ideas here are pieces like pasta pots, 
French and Dutch ovens and large sauté pans. 

Thanks to the pandemic and all those hours we are still spending rustling up 
meals at home, kitchen retailers are seeing demand continue to explode. And 
beyond sheer numbers, they’re also seeing other fascinating shifts.

Alison Fletcher, owner of Toronto-based Cookery says that pre-COVID, a 
typical holiday kitchen gift was often “really pretty, something that is perhaps 
high on aesthetic value and lower on function.” This year, she says weary 
home cooks also want pieces that last and offer practical solutions. “Things 
that save me time, that deliver me better results and that help me deliver that 
many-times-a-day cooking experience.”

We talked to Alison and also to Jenny Otsuka, owner of Zest Kitchen Shop 
in Picton, to get some guidance on gifting for this holiday season. Here are 
some key considerations they shared:

KITCHEN 
CONFIDENTIAL
GIFTS HOME COOKS REALLY WANT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
From crisp tea towels to fancy Dutch ovens in 
the latest must-have colour, kitchen gifts have 
always been popular during the holidays. This year 
though, that trend has gone into overdrive. 

STORY CONNIE 
JESKE CRANE
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ALL-CLAD: Copper Core 10-Piece Set

LE CREUSET: 
Oval French 
Oven in Nutmeg

LODGE: Blacklock
5.5 Quart Dutch Oven

KitchenConfidential.indd   2 2021-10-25   5:21 PM

Continued on page 62
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RESTAURANT-
AT-HOME 
EXPERIENCES
As we’re still having so many meals at home, 
gifts that make those experiences special 
are also wonderful. “We’re seeing people 
improve the quality of their wine glasses 
because they’re having wine at home more 
than at restaurants,” says Alison. Other 
options include specialty cocktail glasses, 
shakers and beautiful coffee and tea pieces. 
Think Le Creuset teapots and mug sets and 
good-quality moka pots.

CHOOSE PIECES 
IN ON-TREND 
COLOURS 
Before you buy, it’s always good to get a 
sense of colour trends. For this holiday 
season, the most popular colours for 
kitchenware continue to be warm and 
earthy shades, says Alison – navy blues, 
deep golds, burgundies, browns and olive 
green. “So we’re not seeing jewel tones, 
we’re seeing warmth.” 

SHOP SMART
Finally, a little extra planning is recommended 
this year as pandemic-related supply issues 
will be a factor. “So if you see something that 
you think might be suitable for somebody, I 
would recommend picking it up,” says Jenny.

And because home cooks have such 
practical needs this year, trying to get 
some hints is a great strategy. As Jenny 
says, “If you can check out the person’s 
kitchen that would be ideal – scope it out 
and see what they could use. And I think 
if the person is able to give you a hint, that 
would be great!”  OH

BETTER TOOLS
From chef’s knives to tea towels, quality 
kitchen tools of all kinds are a great gift 
option right now. Jenny says, “Updating 
a few of those things just makes life 
so much better.” 

As for those chef’s knives that are on 
many wishlists, Jenny recommends taking 
time to consider what the recipient already 
has and talking to a retailer. Often, she says, 
“I like to recommend starting off with a 
nice forged eight-inch chef’s knife, and then 
which brand would depend on what you 
think would be suitable for the person.” 

In this category, other popular gift 
ideas include quality salt and pepper mills, 
splatter-proof aprons and quality linen tea 
towels that can stand the test of time. 

MICROPLANE: EcoGrate Series Zester Grater in Grey

CUISIPRO: Frosted Silicone
Flat Whisk & Silicone Balloon Whisk

NOW DESIGNS: Heirloom Stonewash 
Aprons in Wine, Midnight & Ochre

LE CREUSET: 20 cm Salt & 
Pepper Mills in Artichaut

LE CREUSET: Grand Teapot 
& Classic Mug in Meringue

GROSCHE MILANO: Espresso Maker in Mountain Blue

LINEN WAY: Bilbao Linen 
Tea Towel in Blue/Natural

LITTLEDEER:
The Sprongs,
The Pan Paddle
& The Wok Paddle

WÜSTHOF: Amici &
Classic 8” Chef Knives

KitchenConfidential.indd   3 2021-10-25   5:21 PM

146 Lakeshore Rd E, Oakville 
905.338.0275 

www.nicetys.com

Press potatoes for lump-free  
mash, make spaetzle noodles,  

or spaghetti ice cream

Welcome Westmark 
into  your family tradition

THE GOURMET kiTcHEnwaRE STORE

519.941.2876
info@endemansironcraft.com

www.endemansironcraft .com

IRON STAIRS • SPIRAL STAIRS • DRIVEWAY GATES
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR RAILINGS • ARCHITECTURAL IRON

CUSTOM WELDING

IT’S HERE.
Designer Consignment Curated.

Great Gift Ideas. 
New/Pre-Loved Furnishings & Decor

www.circulera.ca 
Email Kara: hello@circulera.ca
     circulera_ca
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C
STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH
ILLUSTRATIONS SHEILA BRITTON

When Allison Ross of Across Ottawa Home Staging 
started her business a decade ago, staging 

for resale was a hard sell.

“We cover so much in our curriculum from what 
an ideal floor plan would look like, to what colour 
palettes work best, how to partner with a trusted 
team (including trades and real estate agents) and 
how to budget and build your staging inventory 
from the ground up,” Leasa explains. OH

• Depersonalize so people can envision 
themselves in the space

• Highlight the home’s features 
and architectural details

• Enhance curb appeal to get people in the door

• Complete home improvements 
and repairs, update fixtures

• Declutter to create space

• Neutralize colour palettes and generalize 
décor to appeal to more viewers   

So what exactly does a stager 
do? Leasa teaches six essential 
principles of home staging:

SELLING? YOU CAN’T AFFORD NOT TO

STAGE 
YOUR HOME

There’s more in it for sellers than just making their homes look 
good. Home staging also helps to increase the final sale price of a 
property and reduces the length of time on the market.

Nicole Schenk is the Ottawa chapter president of the Real Estate 
Staging Association (RESA). She says statistics prove staged homes 
sell faster and sell over asking price. “In a 2020 study completed by 
RESA, they found 85 per cent of homes staged sold between five 
and 23 per cent over list,” says Nicole. “On an average investment 
of one per cent, 75 per cent of sellers saw a return on investment of 
between five and 15 per cent over ask.” 

Staging today is big business and Leasa has seen an increase 
in the number of people interested in learning the trade. “Student 
numbers have substantially increased over this past year,” she says. 
“The market for buying and selling has been booming and home 
staging plays a big part of that. There is a much higher emphasis on 
design and function of space trending in the home market. The fact 
remains, only a small percentage of us can envision the potential of a 
home, leaving most unable to imagine what a home could look like if 
it was cleaned and decluttered.”

The pandemic has changed the way buyers look at homes for 
sale. Buyers cruise the internet looking for homes that tick all their 
boxes. First impressions matter and if a home isn’t beautiful inside 
and out, it’s not worth an on-site visit. 

“COVID has affected the market in unprecedented ways,” says 
Nicole. “While it has been a sellers’ market with homes selling just 
as soon as they hit the market, staging has had a remarkable effect 
on the price. Earlier this year a home I staged sold for $130,000 more 
than a comparable unstaged listing. Both homes were in the same 
area, with similar features and same asking price.”

“CLIENTS COULDN’T UNDERSTAND why they would 
possibly spend money when they were selling, not staying,” she says. 
“Now, everyone clearly sees the value in home staging and we have 
been busier than ever.”

It’s no secret that most buyers want a move-in-ready home – a 
home that looks like reveal day after a major renovation on an HGTV 
show. Homebuyers are smart. They have a list of must-haves and if 
a seller hasn’t bothered to clean, declutter and paint the walls the 
latest colour, they will move on to the next listing on realtor.ca. 

Leasa Wright, staging course instructor at Sheridan College, 
agrees. “Buyers want to purchase a home turnkey and do as little 
work as possible to move in,” she says. “If they see a home that looks 
like it needs any type of work, all they see is money, effort and time 
spent getting the home the way they want it.” 

Staging.indd   2 2021-10-08   11:56 AM

905-961-7769
revisionshomestyling.com

Real Estate Styling (Staging) of both Occupied & Vacant Homes  
• Decorating/Designing/Redesigning/Re-modelling • 3-D Conceptual Drawings & Plans  

• Upholstery • Art Selection & Placement • Millwork • Kitchen & Bathroom Design  
• Fixture & Finish Selection • Window Treatments • Reupholstering • Lighting Strategies  

• Project Management • Special Occasion Styling (holidays, parties, etc.)

APPLY ONLINE: themortgageyouwant.com

AVAILABLE WHEN  
YOU ARE – LEt’s tALk

For over 20 
years we’ve 
been connecting 
Canadians with the 
best mortgages  
from the right 
brokers!

We have the 
technology to 
service all your 
needs from our 
home to yours.

Contact us with any 
mortgage questions!

HEAD OFFICE: 8 Sydenham St, Dundas L9H 2T4  |  An independently owned and operated franchise of the Mortgage Alliance network.

Direct: 905.529.1199 
toll Free: 877.529.1199 
lamalfi@mortgagealliance.com 
8 sydenham street, Dundas

Lisette Amalfi Mortgage Broker, License #13121

real estate

1170 Rymal Rd E Unit C-1, Hamilton
905.575.6882  stoneonthego.com

QUARTZ  K ITCHEN COUNTERTOPS
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STORY JOYCE GIONET  I   PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

HOUSE      
LIGHT

The floor-to-ceiling fireplace 
is a showstopper. Oversize 
black window frames are a 
bold contrast to the fresh 
white interior. They provide 
an unencumbered view to 
the outdoors and add a 
contemporary feel. The curves 
in the furnishings add softness 
to the room’s sharper lines.

OF
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OOVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, you’ve probably noticed 
more and more contemporary-modern builds popping up in your 
neighbourhood. People either love the style or they don’t; almost 
everyone comes down firmly on one side or the other. Are you a fan 
of architecture that looks rooted in the landscape around it – earthy 
palettes, clean lines and lots of wood and stone? Do the words fussy, 
clutter and chaos send you running for cover? If so, you probably land 
on the side of modern and maybe even minimalist. This contemporary-
modern house in north Oakville was designed and built by Ali and 
Roman Rockliffe of Rock Cliff Custom Homes. Interior finishes 
and furnishings are by the homeowners. One of its biggest draws is the 
sheer abundance of natural light.

Everyone notices the oversize windows (Inline Fibreglass 
Windows & Doors) first. Sunlight floods through the house 
unimpeded. Typical of a modern house, walls are few and glass, stone, 
metal, polished tile and lacquered finishes prevail. But materials aside, 
there’s a warm organic feel to the interior because every room has a 
view of the leafy landscaped exterior – an essential element in the 
design. Outdoor plantings and exterior finishes were chosen for interest 
in every season, including a covered pine and Shouldice Wiarton Estate 
Stone porch that runs the length of the great room.

It’s always a fine balance when your theme is black and white. You’ll 
see very few pops of colour in this house. Careful attention was paid 
to ensure the organic feel is emphasized through additional design 

The elements in the kitchen from Top Notch 
Cabinets blend to create a unique yet functional 
space, from the high-gloss cabinets and gleaming 
Cambria countertops to the sparkle of the 
bronze fixtures. RIGHT: A built-in drink station 
makes entertaining easy. FAR RIGHT: Tile set in a 
herringbone patten adds visual interest. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Waterfall ledgestone wall panels add 
colour, texture and warmth.

Trend Alert! 
Temperature-controlled 
wine rooms, cabinets 
and fridges are 
becoming a staple 
on main floors vs. the 
traditional wine cellar.

Continued on page 72
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elements. In the main entrance, all the glass, 
metal and stone could have rendered the space 
cold. Instead, white oak treads on the floating 
staircase (Stairhaus Inc.) and rounded 
bronze light fixtures (Lando Lighting) 
soften the aesthetic, keeping things warm. 
We often think of lighting as functional, 
but it’s always a crucial design element. In 
a modern aesthetic, every design choice is 
important because everything stands out. 
Rather than one fixture, two were used here 
to create a cascading effect down the stairs. 
In the kitchen, one fixture would have looked 
lonely but three evoke drama. The primary 
bathroom’s mod pendant plays beautifully 
with the landscape beyond the window.

In the great room, the focus is the 
Kingsman linear fireplace and 18-inch 
Versace Panda white polished porcelain slab 
(Canaroma Bath & Tile). Ali’s design for 
the 20 ft. vaulted ceiling merits attention – 
it’s a beautiful overhead canvas with subtle 

TIP!
If you’re 
thinking about 
new windows, 
fibreglass 
– while not 
inexpensive 
– also resists 
dents, 
scratches, 
warps and 
corrosion.

Clean lines mean less 
clutter in the office. 
BELOW LEFT: The 
mudroom is functional 
with plenty of storage. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The island extends to 
integrate extra seating 
in the kitchen.

The primary bedroom is serene with muted 
hues and soft accents. LEFT: The walk-in 
closet integrates plenty of storage with 
doors that tuck everything out of sight. 
ABOVE LEFT: No need to cover the 
windows in the en suite when you have a 
spectacular view. ABOVE RIGHT: The black-
and-white theme extends to the en suite.

Continued on page 74
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detailing. Funky chairs are top-quality soft hide with rounded lines. 
The sofa presents a similar aesthetic with neutral fabric and a rounded 
edge. Throughout the house, the décor features interesting angles 
and shapes. Patterns repeat, adding to consistency of design, like the 
geometric light fixtures from room to room. 

The dining room’s feature wall was a special request by the 
homeowners. Although it looks like stone, it’s a waterfall slate ledge 
panel in graphite black (Canaroma Bath + Tile), a lovely contrast against 
the light hardwood. Windows play a major role again, integrating the 
outdoor landscape. The abundance of light in this house is achieved in 
large part through window construction – all windows are fibreglass. 
Eight times stronger than vinyl or wood, fibreglass allows designers to 
safely use much larger glass panes – the outcome of that is obvious. 

Off the great room, the kitchen (all cabinetry throughout the home 
by Top Notch Cabinets) is larger than typical for a small family. 
There’s a reason for that. It’s the hub of the house, but the homeowners 

ABOVE: A botanical 
pattern in watercolour 
hues is a soft, playful 
addition in the nursery. 
LEFT: The city is alight 
and superheroes unite 
in a little boy’s room. 
RIGHT: Wallpaper 
is a great way to 
individualize a room 
and add personality.

Continued on page 76

Unique furniture, accessories & collections for your home, garden & cottage, featuring 
re-purposed and renewed Vintage Canadian, Industrial & Rustic furniture

289.238.8618  •  43 Cootes Drive, Dundas  •  grahamandbrooks.com

Home • Garden • CottaGe

A treasure trove of architectural artifacts, antiques, lighting, hardware,  
industrial components, signs, décor pieces and other oddities

905.928.1001  •  371 Sherman Ave N, Hamilton  •  gbsalvageco.com

simply exquisite 

custom crafted 

cabinetry

905.842.3095     

4355 fairVieW st,  

burlinGton, on 

topnotchcabinets.com
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wanted it spacious enough for larger-scale entertaining, something 
they do regularly. Plenty of seating (including banquette seating) was a 
must, as was the built-in, full-height Liebherr wine storage. 

The combination of Cambria countertops and high-gloss lacquered 
cabinets look fresh against the black walls. Bronze hardware and trim 
on the range hood add a lovely, luxe touch. 

There are many rooms we could talk about in this 4,700 sq. ft. 
home, but Ali, and particularly Roman, wanted to showcase something 
rare, even in a luxury build. Their clients wanted a 45 by 16 ft. indoor 
basketball court. Sports courts are becoming a popular addition. The 
execution required some innovative construction. Roman’s team had to 
shore up the entire back end of the property with steel and wood and 
dig down 25 feet. “This is rare, but becoming more popular,” he says. 

If you want innovative construction, call Roman. If you want 
beautiful design, call Ali. If you want both and you want to work with a 
husband-and-wife team that wins awards for their homes across North 
America, contact the Rock Cliff Custom Homes team.  OH

The lower level is a veritable playground. The home gym makes 
working out easy and accessible. The theatre is host to many a movie 
night. Adults and kids alike can go one-on-one in the basketball court.

4060 Fairview Street
Burlington

905.632.8066

3727 Hwy # 6
Mount Hope

905.679.5669

@edentileit

Happy 
Holidays!

FROM
EDEN TILE-IT

MOVERS LTD.

Sarah, Wendy and Andrew 
Family Owners

Ariaan (Harry) Mans 
Founder 

Family owned and 
operated since 1978. 
Celebrating our 43rd 

Year in Business!

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

EST 1978
Family

Owned & 
Operated
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www.mountaineermovers.com

CALL FOR ALL YOUR MOVINg NEEdS

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

PROPERTY IDENTITY
EVERY
PROPERTY
DESERVES A
STORY WORTH
SHARING

Interior + Exterior Styling
 
We Design The Guest
Experience
 
We Teach You Business
Operations + Technology
Unique To Your Needs
 
We Develop Your Brand  +
Strategy VACATION RENTALS | BOUTIQUE HOTELS
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Cottagecore
       Style

It’s buzzy, romantic and a little over the top. But 
by most accounts, the cottagecore trend is set to 
stick around for a while.

So what is it exactly? Aesthetically, it’s a nod 
to the traditional English countryside style – 
romantic and nostalgic. Essentially, it celebrates 
an idealized rural life.

It’s youth-based and started as a fashion 
trend on TikTok and Instagram around 2019 
before setting its sights on home décor. Whether 
or not we’re aware of it, the pandemic has seen 
many of us starting to embrace cottagecore 
elements at home.

If cottagecore fashion means flowing floral 
frocks and a nice straw bag, in home décor 
it’s a more tactile, low-tech sensibility. Think 
hands-on activities like gardening, baking or 
needlepoint, and cosying up a room with nubby 
crocheted throws and squashy velvet cushions. 

A similar story has emerged among Ontario 
designers and retailers. Call it what you will – 
cottagecore, farmcore, granny chic, during the 
pandemic homeowners have been dabbling. 
What does the rise of cottagecore say about 
our lives right now? And how can we play with 
this trend at home? Here are thoughts from 
local professionals:

Layered spaces + natural 
materials + whimsy 
In Toronto, Emily Griffin, principal at Emily 
Griffin Design says to be sure, people still love 
their modern conveniences, their tech and good 
WiFi. Yet the pandemic has encouraged an 
aesthetic shift to something warmer and softer: 
“People want layered spaces. They don’t want to 
live in stark places anymore. They want places 
that feel cosy, that feel welcoming because they’re 
spending so much time at home.”

HOW TO PLAY WITH THIS 
ENCHANTING INSTAGRAM 
TREND IN YOUR HOME

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE
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EMILY GRIFFIN DESIGN: Kawartha Lakes Barn

CottagecoreStyle.indd   2 2021-10-25   2:58 PM

Continued on page 80

MEET .  CONCEPT .  DESIGN .  SELECT .  CONSTRUCT .  INSPECT .  ENJOY!

 Working together to design, manufacture and install 
custom cabinetry, using your choice of fine and exotic wood, man-made materials and custom chosen 
finishes, expertly crafted to suit your lifestyle and needs...from start to finish.

9 Meadow Lane . Dundas ON 
O: 905.627.2302   C: 905.570.9239
www.uniquecustomcabinets.com

Cabinetmaker  
Tim Dagg       

UniqueCustomCabinets_F21.indd   1 2021-09-02   12:30 PM
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Repurposed furniture 
+ quilts + linen 
In Dundas, Lorna Parcher owns Graham & 
Brooks, a shop that carries both new and 
vintage furnishings. While she saw interest 
in a cottagecore-style aesthetic before the 
pandemic, Lorna says COVID seemed to 
ramp that up across all demographics. 
“With COVID we want to kind of come and 
centre ourselves in our home and have things 
around us that give us comfort.” 

Among the popular cottage-core type 
pieces she carries, Lorna lists antique 
furniture – medium wood tones and painted 
pieces work well, she says. “The quality is 
there and it has stood the test of time.” She 
also stocks quilts from Montreal, plus lots 
of cosy cushions, pillows and throws. As for 
how to introduce this aesthetic successfully, 
Lorna suggests neutrals with splashes of 
colour. “It’s a lot more about texture 
than lots of colours, so a neutral 
palette is something we 
really embrace in our store.”

Nature + texture
+ neutral palette
Interior designer Jenny Pink of Back 40 
Designs PTBO in Peterborough, also feels 
that a neutral colour scheme can work to 
ground this trend. And finally, beyond some 
of the other hallmarks – vintage, texture 
and natural materials – Jenny says nature 
can provide wonderful cottagecore accents. 
“Honestly just taking a walk down a trail or 
through a forest and collecting some natural 
pieces, or making your own flower bouquets. 
It’s just simple pieces like that. People are 
appreciating that more because we’ve had 
the time to kind of stop and look and reflect 
on the things that matter to us.”  OH

Natural materials
Wool and sisal rugs go hand-in-hand, Emily 
says, as do vintage pieces and more colour 
and playfulness. In bedrooms for example, 
she says, “I think people are tiring of the 
standard white hotel duvet cover and are 
looking for colour and pattern and a bit of 
whimsy.” Emily, who launched her own line 
of hand-blocked Indian cotton bedding in 
2020 called Imli, says linens are one easy way 
to explore the cottagecore aesthetic at home.

Embellishment
+ vintage pieces
In Toronto’s west end, A Changing Nest 
carries a mix of new home furnishings 
plus vintage pieces like ginger jars and 
furniture. Here, shop owner Diana Ross 
has noticed a similar shift among her 
clientele, younger customers included. 
There’s more nostalgia and interest in 
vintage pieces, she says. “We are seeing an 
absolute little uptick in people who are 
wanting something unique and different 
and are tired of the same old things they’re 
seeing in shops. They’ll buy themselves a 
beautiful tea cup and return to say: ‘You 
know what? I just sat and had a cup of tea 
in that tea cup I bought from you. Oh my 
gosh, it was so beautiful!’ ” 

As for those décor staples like cushions, 
she’s seeing more taste for embellishment – 
texture, lovely fringe, pompoms, even floral 
patterns. “Which is interesting, because 10 
years ago no one wanted to see that,” says 
Diana. “They wanted a clean knife edge. No 
piping. Nothing.” 

Statement cushions as well as vintage 
pieces are two more ways to bring the 
cottagecore look home.

A CHANGING NEST: Vintage Items 

GRAHAM & BROOKS: 
Painted Furniture & 
Brunelli Quilted Bedding

IMLI: Bloom Print Duvet Cover - The Shakti Collection

CottagecoreStyle.indd   3 2021-10-25   2:58 PM

Request a Consultation — In your Home*, our Showroom or Virtual
*some conditions apply

Showroom hourS: mon-Fri 10-5. Appointment Preferred. Closed weekends.

www.coverscanada.ca

Your Drapery and Shade PRofeSSIonalS

appleby Crossing: 2500 appleby line, Burlington, on l7l 0a2
Showroom 905-333-8121 • Email covers4@coverscanada.ca

Serving Burlington, Oakville, Hamilton, Ancaster, Stoney Creek and surrounding areas

Josette Giacalone
Certified Interior Decorator  
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MODERN 
DESIGN

inspired

WHEN THE HOMEOWNER OF A 1,200 SQ. FT. BUNGALOW IN WATERDOWN
REACHED OUT TO Ben McFadgen, PRINCIPAL DESIGNER OF BM
Architectural Design, FOR HELP REDESIGNING THE INVESTMENT
PROPERTY, BEN RELISHED THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE
CHANGING NEIGHBOURHOOD. “IT’S A BEAUTIFUL NEIGHBOURHOOD
AND THERE ARE SO MANY COOL PROJECTS GOING ON,” HE SAYS.    Continued on page 84

Ben McFadgen of  
BM Archcitectural 
Design (inset) 
redesigned the 
small three bedroom 
bungalow to be open 
and bright. “There’s a 
great use of space,” 
says homeowner 
Katelyn Imrie, who 
enjoys cooking in the 
spacious kitchen.

STORY MELISSA NORTH   I   PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
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tThe brief left Ben a lot of room for 
interpretation. He was provided with 
some interior photos for inspiration and 
the following requirements: modern, open 
concept, four bedrooms, pantry, powder room 
on the main floor and a dog shower. Yes, a dog 
shower. “Funnily enough, they’ve become 
more and more popular in the homes that 
we’re building,” he acknowledges.

The renovation was essentially a 
collaboration between BM Architectural 
Design, the homeowner and the homeowner’s 
real estate agent, Brendon Aasla of Century 
21 Heritage House, who would be selling 
the home upon completion.

It’s hard to believe the home today isn’t a 
new build. “We used the existing foundation 
of the house, the existing floor platform and 
the existing exterior walls,” Ben says. “We 
just took down the roof and then we added a 
second floor on top.”

LEFT: Ben updated the ceiling height from 
eight feet to nine, which is evident in the airy 
entryway. BOTTOM: A compact wet bar in 
the dining space makes for easy entertaining.

Because they took off the roof and added joists in spanning the 
house, the interior walls were no longer required, essentially leaving a 
clean slate. As a starting point, they placed the mudroom and pantry 
off the garage and structured everything off of that. “We decided to do 
a really open layout with tons of viewpoints. We thought that every 
part of the house had beautiful views, whether you’re looking at the big 
front lawn or the backyard with the gardens and trees and we wanted 
to maximize that.”

Every room has ample windows and radiant light, which sold 
Katelyn Imrie, the home’s new owner, on the place. “I fell in love with it 
because of the light,” she says. “It’s so happy and bright.”

Katelyn and her two boys, Cameron, 11 and Jack, 9, moved from 
their previous home of 10 years in Carlisle in August. Although the 
Carlisle house was larger, Katelyn says this home feels bigger due to the 
functional space. 

A dog shower was on the redo must-have list, which 
has come in very handy for washing Ollie, Katelyn’s 
Bernedoodle. BELOW RIGHT: The shower is in the 
mudroom, right off the garage. BELOW LEFT: The 
home’s contemporary exterior features asymmetrical 
design and strong lines.

Continued on page 86
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Functionality is one of the guiding principles of 
BM, along with sustainability and beauty. It was the 
exterior aesthetics that proved the most challenging 
aspect of the project, says Ben. “From a design 
standpoint, the front of the house was super flat. We 
wanted to get the exposed modern features, to get the 
house to really pop. We did it by adding the garage 
bump out and the porch bump out and then we added 
these pier sections to connect the second floor.”

Layering the roofs on the front and creating a 
roof balcony off the primary bedroom added to the 
exterior appeal and created a space Katelyn, who runs 
a chemical recycling company and is constantly on the 
go, loves. “It’s my favourite space for myself. At night, 
it’s very quiet in this neighbourhood. It just makes me 
happy sitting out there.”

Furnishing the home is an ongoing process, although Katelyn has 
already found cushions and throws at Bella & Coop, a Waterdown 
home and lifestyle store. Due to the pandemic, Katelyn, like so many 
others, is encountering long waits for furniture, so she has much from 
the Carlisle home for now. But she’s excited about the final result she 
envisions and already loves the ease of cooking and entertaining in the 
main-floor open space.

For the BM team, the pandemic has made things busier. They design 
20-30 homes in a year, across a range of styles. Modern farmhouse has 
become a staple in their portfolio (mixing styles allows for rewarding 
creativity), but modern is Ben’s personal favourite. He began framing 

homes in high school and went on to do his degree in architecture and 
project management. “I always wanted to be an architectural designer,” 
he says. “It lets me continue to enjoy the design aspect. It’s been a 
great ride so far!” They have 12 homes in the construction phase at the 
moment and exciting projects in the works, including two bungalofts, 
bungalows with the benefit of additional living space in a second level.

The time from an initial consultation with clients to receiving 
permits and handing off construction to the contractor is usually eight 
to 12 weeks. After that the team is “lightly” on hand for support with 
any possible changes and because they are interested to see the design 
come to fruition.

RIGHT: The design 
team achieved a 
big great room and 
dining room with 
lots of circulation, 
Ben says, by playing 
with inches to find 
the perfect balance. 
BELOW RIGHT: The 
combination of white 
risers and wood treads 
makes the staircase 
pop. BELOW LEFT: 
Katelyn and Thor, 
her Havanese.

Continued on page 90
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The upstairs hallway features an impressive line of windows. 
RIGHT: Lots of white and a free-standing tub contribute to the 
luxurious feel of the en suite. BOTTOM: Katelyn’s bedroom 
gets the morning sun and opens onto a roof balcony, one of her 
favourite spots in the home.

Use complementary 
tiles in the shower 
niche to add interest. 

www.bmarchitecturaldesign.com 
519.721. 4866      bm_archdesign

Designing a more beautiful 
and sustainable future.

BRENDON AASLA
brendon.aasla@century21.ca

519.209.1018
agentaasla

Sales Representative with Century 21 Heritage House Ltd. Each office is individually owned and operated. 

YOUR

REALTOR®

Luxury
 CUSTOM STAIRCASES & RAILINGS

336 Green Rd, Stoney Creek
905.662.4949 | kenedystairs.com

  @kenedystairs    kenedy stairs inc
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To come back and see the home being lived 
in and to speak with Katelyn was a thrill for 
Ben, who is pleased to see the amount of sun 
exposure the property gets incorporated 
into the finished layout. “At different times 
of the day you have a beam of light coming in 
different areas. Right now in the mudroom 
there’s nice light coming in. We’re really 
pleased with the turnout of that,” he notes. 

The move to Waterdown has proved to be 
everything Katelyn hoped. She lives nearer to 
family and Cameron and Jack get off the bus 
at the same stop as their cousins now. It’s also 
closer to everything and she loves the design 
of the home. “This came up and I saw it and 
I just jumped on it. When I walked in here it 
felt more like my house than my old one did 
after 10 years.”  OH

ABOVE: Steel support columns were incorporated 
into the design of the finished lower level, which 
accesses the backyard. BELOW: Also on the lower 
level, a wine room just waiting for Katelyn to stock.

Create a secluded outdoor space 
by adding a privacy fence.

www.Bella-coop.com      Bellacoopboutique

Two Locations: 219 Dundas St E, Waterdown & 17 Argyle St N, Caledonia

Offering Free Local Home Delivery to Hamilton, Ancaster, Waterdown, Brantford, Caledonia, Grimsby & surrounding areas

Bella & Coop.indd   1 2021-11-04   9:01 AM
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BARNARD & SPEZIALE | THE 
INTERIOR DESIGN COMPANY
Barnard & Speziale is an award-winning, full-service interior design firm 
with over 36 years of celebrated experience throughout the GTA. We take 
pride in our professionalism, our creativity and our ability to listen to our 
clients’ needs. We provide thoughtful design inspired by personal objectives, 
taste and style while creating a home that speaks to your lifestyle.

Karen Shearim & Ashley Sleiman 
(Owners/Designers)

CURRENT PROJECT
We are working on Burlington’s most 
prestigious penthouse project. Working 
with past clients to create a new space that 
complements their evolving needs and 
lifestyle has been a great collaborative 
experience. Condominium projects 
require experience and ingenuity working 
around complex construction details. A 
concrete structure has many limitations 
but the walls of glass and endless views 
add an incredible amount of opportunity 
you don’t otherwise have on the ground.

DESIGN ADVICE
Careful planning, scheduling and 
coordinating must be well orchestrated 
to bring all aspects of the design process 
together. Cost management is also an 
integral part of the process while striving for 
superior quality in personal service, materials 
and craftsmanship. We pride ourselves in 
exceeding clients’ expectations.

HOME
Meet talented people creating extraordinary homes.

Continued on page 94

makers

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF & JASON HARTOG
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INTERIOR DESIGN BY ELISE
I am a certified interior decorator with a background working with 
builders in new construction and designing model homes. We currently 
specialize in full-room design from start to finish, customizing your 
home designs with trade-only suppliers. We also provide 3D renderings 
and layouts for bathroom, kitchen and basement renovations.

“Our mission is to make 
you feel comfortable 
and confident in what 
may seem like an 
intimidating process.”

RINALDI HOMES
Since 1987, Rinaldi Homes has provided a hands-on 
approach and a high level of personal involvement 
during each step of the building process. Integrity, 
perseverance and work ethic are a few of the 
values that have led this third-generation family 
business to success. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE
When you build with Rinaldi Homes, you 
become part of the family, starting from the 
moment you walk into our model to meet our 
extremely knowledgeable sales team. Our 
design team and creative experts take you 
through designing your dream home and the 
excellent customer service does not end once 
the home closes. 

NEW PROJECTS
We have a few new projects 
launching next year, 
including newly designed 
three-storey terrace towns. 
These upscale condos will 
bring luxury to a whole new 
level and are loaded with 
stunning features and the 
convenience of an elevator. 

Danielle Girhiny, Sandra Crowder & Selena Fabi

STYLING INSPIRATION
I am always inspired by current fashion 
developments, as well as what’s trending 
all over the world.

ON-TREND
Currently I am feeling very inspired by 
black-and-gold accents, furniture with 
pearl finishes and geometrics trending in 
area rugs, carpets, wallpaper and fabrics.

“Where the vision is yours.”

Continued on page 96

Elise Zecca
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ABERDEEN 
PLUMBING
After years of plumbing and home 
renovation experience, we decided to put 
all our energy and passion for quality into a 
reliable, local plumbing services company. 
It is with great pride and privilege that we 
are here to service all your residential and 
light commercial plumbing needs. Our focus 
is on quality workmanship and service 
you can count on.

Chris Mendonca and
Elysia Day

SPECIALTY
Residential and light commercial 
plumbing installation and service work.

“We have  
big dreams,  
but not pipe  
dreams!”

DID YOU KNOW?
Albert Einstein is reported to 
have said that if he had to do 
it all over again, he’d become 
a plumber. As a result of 
this remark, the Plumbers 
and Steamfitters Union in 
Washington, D.C. made him 
an honorary member and 
a New York plumbers’ local 
gave him a set of gold-plated 
plumbers’ tools.

John Fiorino, Dave Cecchi, 
Janice Baker, Melissa Rey,
Scott Somerville, Jordan Cecchi
& Dorothy Hallett

INTERIORS BY 
BETTER SHADE
Interiors by Better Shade is celebrating 
66 years of adding the finishing touch 
to your home with custom window 
treatments made on-site, quality 
Canadian furniture and now kitchens. 
Our two-storey showroom keeps 
expanding and features the latest 
trends in furniture with the recent 
addition of sofas, chairs, sectionals and 
accent pieces from Italy.

VERSATILE 
CUSTOMER SERVICE
Our experienced team of interior 
decorators is available for in-home 
and in-store consultations for window 
coverings as well as furniture. In-home 
consultations help you design every 
element of your home to achieve the 
look you’ve always wanted.

DELIVERY WITHOUT DELAYS
It is all about getting your furniture and window coverings without 
delays. We have sourced beautiful furniture from new suppliers 
in Canada and Italy who have quicker timeframes without 
compromising on quality and style. We have a selection of 
popular items in stock and have a full range of home furnishings 
that are available quickly. Our window coverings are affordable 
and made to measure with expedited install dates and prompt 
production times.

Continued on page 98
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Continued on page 100

Michaela 
Donato DONATO DESIGN

AND DECOR
At Donato Design and Decor, we take the 
overwhelm out of designing your dream home so 
everything in your life becomes easier and more 
beautiful. We believe everyone deserves to have a 
space that excites them and we want to help you 
create and maintain a home you’re proud of.

OUR SPECIALTY
Our passion for soft furnishings runs deep. From 
custom drapery, upholstery and furniture selection, 
to reupholstering priceless family pieces, we treat 
your space as if it was our own. Our simple three-
step process takes the weight and overwhelming 
decision-making out of your projects.

WHAT’S NEW
Donato Design and Décor is proud to offer new 
seasonal and annual upkeep packages. This service is 
complimentary for full-service clients and optional for 
anyone who’s looking to give their current space a style 
facelift. Tweaking accessories and layout is a great way 
to ensure your space continues to serve you and your 
lifestyle while keeping things fresh and exciting!

“We envision a world where people’s homes 
are truly their happy places; a world where 
we value quality and ethical production over 
quantity and promptness.”

Food4kids.ca
$15

provides  a weekend of food for a child.
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SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.
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CIRCULERA
A wonderland of unique, one-of-a-kind décor and 
furnishings. We carry mostly new, pre-loved and 
vintage finds, as well as local artisan favourites. 
Visit us at the Toronto International Design Centre.

“Our focus is on keeping furnishings 
and décor in circulation – and out 
of landfill – while providing greater 
access to high-quality products.”   OH

Kara Lowe

NEW IN STORE
We are home to fabulous Fusion mineral and milk paint, 
custom signs and serving trays and original paintings 
by local artists.

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
There’s always something new at Circulera – no waiting. What’s in stock is 
in stock. We can help you sell designer décor, whether it’s gently loved, 
new or slightly damaged. Go to circulera.ca and click “I’m a seller.”

316 Brock Road, Greensville (Dundas) 
905.627.4147 • www.thesourceforhomecomfort.com

Offering the finest collection of quality wood  
and gas fireplace products...since 1975

• GAS FIREPLACES 
• WOODSTOVES 

• HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 

• SALES & SERVICE

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect, 
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Dianne Brown  T: 905.975.0280  E: dianne.brown@ourhomes.ca
Lisa Ormsby  T: 705.445.5065 x200  E: lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca

Marie Gallagher  T: 905.399.0717  E: marie.gallagher@ourhomes.ca

ourhomes.ca

Hol iday/Winter  2021/22

takes on

modern2

Staged
to sell

SuStainable

gift wrap ideas

RefReShing

pomegranate fizz

lofty vibes

EscarpmEnt

Life

dreamy 
dÉcor shops

SUBSCRIBE

Now receive OUR HOMES premium local 
magazines directly in your mailbox! 

*$2655
+HST

4 ISSUES PER YEAR

1-YEAR RATE PER REgIon
*US subscribers add $10.00 CDn*Foreign subscribers     add $30.00 CDn

Choose your region(s) & subsCribe  

onLine today: ourhomes.ca/subscribe

celebrating life at home

OUR HOMES publishes 12 regional magazines 
quarterly. View them all online at ourhomes.ca!

Roofing and 
Home Renovations

With 32 years experience providing quality 
services in Toronto, Mississauga, Etobicoke and 
the Greater Toronto Area, Let It Rain ensures 
your roof will withstand the harsh GTA climate. 

We provide roofing and home renovation services 
to homeowners, architects and builders.

✔ Complete Roofing Systems
✔ Roof Insulation and Attic Upgrades
✔ Skylights, Sun Tunnels
✔ Eavestroughs, Soffit and Fascia
✔ Roof Repairs ✔ Ventilation Upgrades
✔ Home Renovations from Top to Bottom
✔ Financing Available

Phone 1-877-686-7246 for a 
free estimate

letitrain.ca

Bruno & Christiane Levesque, owners

As heard on
Newstalk 

1010
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WILL MY
TREES DIE? 
Many people think that once a tree has been 
defoliated it’s dead. Luckily this isn’t true. 
Trees often have latent buds as a defence 
mechanism, allowing them to regrow their 
leaves. But it does take a lot of energy to do 
this and some trees, like oaks, take longer 
to regenerate, leaving them weak and more 
susceptible to pathogens. Add the extra 
stresses of drought and being defoliated by 
LDD caterpillars in successive years and this 
will be too much for some trees to handle. 
Unfortunately we will see more tree death in 
upcoming years as a result of this epidemic. 

WHAT CAN
I DO TO HELP? 
Some municipalities are spraying Bacillus 
thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk) to control LDD 
outbreaks, target-spraying “high-value” 
trees, but many others are just letting nature 
take its course. Btk has the potential to kill 
many of our beneficial native caterpillars, 
so it’s not a responsible long-term option. 
Unfortunately, LDD moths and caterpillars 
are likely here to stay. 

Here’s what you can do to mitigate their 
damage at home.

In fall, inspect all your trees and vertical 
surfaces around your home as best you can 
for their light-brown egg masses. Remove 
them with a paint scraper or butter knife and 
put them into a bucket of soapy water. This 
last step must be done or the eggs will still 
hatch into caterpillars.

In spring, tie a band of burlap at chest 
height around your trees so that it folds over 
in half. The LDD caterpillars will be present 
until the middle of July and they often hide 
in the shade of the burlap fold. Check the 
burlap daily and dump any found LDD 
caterpillars into a bucket of soapy water. 
They can also be squished, but it’s pretty 
ghastly and the soapy water solution often 
ensures a quicker, more sanitary and more 
guaranteed death. 

Some birds and other wildlife will eat 
LDD caterpillars and moths, but not enough 
to make much of a dent in their population. 

Native species balance overpopulation 
together – if one is doing particularly well, 
its predators will also do well taking care of 
the issue. This is why invasive species are so 
problematic!  OH

WHAT ARE
LDD MOTHS?
LDD moths are an invasive species from 
Europe and Asia introduced to the U.S. near 
Boston in the 1860s and reaching southern 
Canada by 1969. Outbreaks hit every decade 
or so, lasting one to three years. Our current 
record-breaking eruption began in 2019. 

LDD moths need specific weather 
conditions to thrive and this makes sense 
considering our present outbreak. They 
cannot survive below -20 degrees Celsius 
for long, and they’re susceptible to certain 
fungal infections during wet weather. In 
recent years we’ve had warmer winters 

followed by dry springs, creating the ideal 
natural conditions for them to flourish 
– and flourish they have! The continuing 
warmer temperature trends are favourable 
for future LDD moth populations. 

Most other moth and butterfly 
caterpillar species are picky eaters and can 
only use one or two plants as hosts for their 
larva, but not LDD moth caterpillars. They 
have voracious appetites and can eat a wide 
variety of tree leaves including oak, maple, 
birch, poplar, willow and more. 

WHAT DO THEY 
LOOK LIKE?
LDD caterpillars are hairy, about six 
centimetres long with five pairs of blue 
dots and six pairs of red dots on their 
backs. The adult male moths are brown 
and fly around erratically in summer, 
whereas the females are larger, white and 
flightless. Their light-brown egg masses 
resemble the skin of a tennis ball and can 
be found on tree trunks, under branches 
and in tree crevices. 

Formerly known as the culturally offensive European gypsy moth, the 
Lymantria dispar dispar (LDD) moth caterpillars devastated forests, 

backyard trees and even outdoor enjoyment for many this past year. So 
many times, at a client’s outdoor space, we’d be picking fallen caterpillars 

off each other with caterpillar feces raining down on us from the tree 
canopy above. Some people even avoided their outdoor spaces completely 

for fear of an encounter! Next summer may shape up to be another heavy 
LDD caterpillar year. Read on for facts, history and support. 

INVASION
PREPARATION

STORY MELANIE REKOLA
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GRAHAM & BROOKS 
SALVAGE CO. 
Moving & Growing...four 
years after opening a salvage 
warehouse in Hamilton’s 
Industrial District, we are moving 
to Dundas, having secured a 
wonderful space in the former 
Valley City Manufacturing Plant 
– now called Millworks. Being a 
destination location has been 
great, but we will be within a 
short walking distance of all 
that Downtown Dundas has to 
offer. By the time this goes to 
publication, we should have our 
doors open to the new location.

The new space still 
offers approx. 6,000 sq. ft. 
of our curated selections in 
architectural artifacts, antiques, 
antique or vintage lighting, 
industrial components, signs, 
décor pieces, and other oddities.

The last couple of years we 
have had to work extra hard to 
continually source the needs of 
our various clients in the film and 
design industries, restauranteurs, 
retailers, and homeowners. We 
appreciate the contractors and 
homeowners in Hamilton that 
salvage various components of 
homes built prior to 1920. This 
is true green participation by 
reducing our manufacturing 
footprint.

What makes our business  
so much fun is being part of  
your solution for design or  
décor ideas. 
We look forward to seeing 
familiar and new faces in our 
Millworks location:  
64 Hatt St, Unit G17, Dundas 
905.928.1001  
gbsalvageco.com
(Please see ad on pg 75)

THE ENSUITE KITCHEN & 
BATH SHOWROOM  
Hamilton Ensuite Kitchen & 
Bath Showroom is a place for 
your visions to come alive! With 
the latest in design and finishes 
available to us, our showroom 
consultants, Laura and Shannon, 
take pride in working with you to 
balance style and function when 
helping you make selections 
for your project. We do this 
by guiding you through our 
showroom one-on-one, helping 
you find the quality products that 
fit your budget, while achieving 
the look and feel you desire. 

We are happy to partner 
with contractors, designers and 
homeowners alike, and are more 
than able to assist with projects 
of all sizes, from a kitchen sink to 
full custom-homes. As the only 
Kohler Premiere showroom in 
Hamilton, and with access to a 
wide variety of other partnered 
vendors, you can be certain to 
find fixtures and finishes to suit 
your vision!

Our appointment-only basis 
allows for personal service in 
our bright and airy showroom, 
featuring regularly updated, 
working displays; vignettes 
for inspiration; and a variety 
of finishes and styles. With 
our Emco warehouse team 
supporting us, we can see your 
project through from rough-in, 
to delivery, to luxury finishing. 
Our showroom is open 
by appointment only: 
289.309.2284 
ensuiteontario.com/hamilton
(Please see ad on pg 59)

CIRCULERA
Here’s a fresh way to buy and 
consign designer décor and 
furnishings. 

How we’re different? The 
majority of our items are NEW! 
Because we’re located in the 
Toronto International Design 
Centre, we get amazing quality 
floor models and designer 
custom mishaps. What’s one 
person’s mistake could be your 
treasure. We’re also home to 
Fusion Mineral Paint and feature 
local artisans.

Buying online is super 
simple! At 40-60% off – amazing 
deals curated for YOU. 
STEP 1: visit www.circulera.ca
STEP 2: newsletter sign up – hear 
first about new collections and 
in-store events. 
STEP 3: select items, choose 
curbside pick-up or local delivery 
service and pay online.

Looking for a great way 
to sell? We can help you sell 
designer décor whether it’s 
gently loved, new, or slightly 
damaged. Here’s how it works: 
1. Go to: www.circulera.ca
2. Click “I’m a seller” and 

complete the form.
3. Within 24 hours we’ll confirm 

items.
4. Drop off, direct ship, or we can 

arrange delivery service.
5. Items posted for 60 days. 

Log on anytime to see your 
account status. 

6. Once sold, funds e-transferred 
within 5 business days.

7. f unsold, pick up within 72 
hours, store with us, or we 
drop-off to local charity. 

Questions? Hello@circulera.ca 
905.678.4401 | circulera.ca  
6900 Airport Rd, Mississauga
(Please see ad on pg 63)

IMMERSPA 
Immerspa offers a full line 
of traditional and modern 
inground fiberglass spas. 
Intentionally designed for 
use for 12 months of the year, 
our spas offer the ultimate in 
luxury and relaxation.

Ideal for a custom designed 
yard or a new vision for an 
existing one, our spas are the 
focal point of any design. 

A Canadian owned and 
operated company, our spas 
are designed for use during 
freezing winter temperatures 
as well as hot summer ones. 

All our spas come jetted, 
plumbed and foamed, with all 
the equipment necessary to 
run them, including the spa 
pack/heater, pump and filter. 

Our spas ship all over North 
America and beyond. The 
entire spa collection includes 
traditional, luxuriously curved 
designs, as well as modern, 
sleek, contemporary spas, 
suitable for every taste.
Call 844.663.7772  
for an estimate or  
pricelist complete with  
a comprehensive installation 
guide and a team of 
professionals trained to  
help every step of the way 
immerspa.com
(Please see ad on pg 8)
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STAGG & PAPER INTERIORS 
Stagg & Paper Interiors is an 
interior design firm rooted in the 
fundamental principle that home 
is where we start. Our business 
and the services we offer take 
an intentional approach to 
design that places value on 
simplicity and sustainability. 
For every project we take a 
holistic approach to every 
space. Throughout the design 
process we are attentive to our 
clients’ individual needs and 
pride ourselves on being able to 
present solutions that are fully 
realized for our clients. 

Stagg & Paper Interiors was 
born when Principal Designer, 
Margaret Stagg, discovered her 
appreciation and love for what 
our homes mean to us and how 
significant our feelings around 
them are. Margaret Stagg is a 
registered Interior Designer with 
a career history of delivering 
award winning client focused 
design concepts. With 15 years 
of experience working in high 
profile firms, she has polished 
her skills in space planning, 
design development, and finish 
and furniture selections. 

In working with us, we focus 
on getting to know you, your 
goals and your lifestyle in order 
to create a space that is unique 
to you. Our ultimate goal is to 
be able to create a space that is 
intentional, liveable and will lend 
itself to your overall happiness. 
416.882.6808 
staggpaper.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 29)

MORTGAGE ALLIANCE 
GREATER GOLDEN
HORSESHOE
Why would I refinance my 
mortgage? There can be 
many reasons someone may 
want to refinance their current 
mortgage:  

• Consolidate credit card, 
line of credit or loan debts.  
Interest savings along with cash 
flow make the budget easier to 
manage.

• Home improvements 
improve the value and 
enjoyability of your home.

• Interest rate AND payment 
reduction. Sometimes it makes 
sense to break a current 
mortgage for a favourable 
interest rate and cash flow.

• Purchase investments or an 
investment property to invest in 
your future.

As a Mortgage Broker I help 
you determine if refinancing your 
current mortgage makes sense 
for each of these scenarios. Let 
me help you decide. We will 
work the numbers together.

I am a small business owner 
that works with you to determine 
what is best for your needs. 
We have CHOICE of lenders 
with access to banks, credit 
unions and monoline lenders. 
You can ask me any question 
and put my 20 years in the 
mortgage business to the test 
any day. My services are, under 
most circumstances, paid by 
the lender that provides you a 
mortgage. This means free to 
you! It’s a Win Win!!
Visit themortgageyouwant.com  
to connect for a personal 
mortgage review today! 
905.529.1199 | 1.877.529.1199 
(Please see ad on pg 65)

BARNBOARDSTORE 
HAMILTON 
“I’m in heaven!” is a common 
exclamation when one enters 
Barnboardstore Hamilton for 
the first time. It’s no surprise 
– massive slabs of wood from 
centuries-old trees just have that 
‘wow’ factor effect on people.  

In addition to the stunning 
timbers lining the walls of the 
warehouse, there are hand-hewn 
beams for fireplace mantles, 
bookmatched walnut and maple 
tabletops, all shapes and sizes of 
barn board and reclaimed wood, 
as well as locally-made metal 
bases for tables and benches, 
and epoxy resin and finishes for 
your next project. 

Whether a client prefers 
to have our skilled craftsmen 
handle their project from start 
to finish, or wants to tackle it 
all on their own, we are here to 
help in any way we can. 

Visit our shop and 
warehouse to get inspired for 
your next project!

Some of the products and 
services we provide:

• Dining tables
• Conference tables
• Floating shelves
• Live edge 
• Reclaimed wood
• Desks
• Benches
• Floating shelves
• Feature wall installation
• Barn doors
• Epoxy
• Osmo Canada finishes

1044 Cannon St E,  
Unit C, Hamilton | 647.667.2102
hamilton@barnboardstore.com
barnboardstore.com
(Please see ad on pg 49)

COVERS CANADA – SHADE 
AND DRAPERY SPECIALISTS 
With over 30 years of 
experience, we offer the area’s 
widest selection of window 
treatments for every home and 
budget. With a full range of 
products and manufacturers 
to choose from, you have the 
best of all worlds. We don’t 
dabble in window coverings – 
it’s our business. Our Certified 
Interior Decorator will help you 
select the right mix of blinds, 
shades, shutters and drapery 
for your home. And we make it 
even simpler with professional 
measuring and installation. 

We specialize in blending 
design with technology. We 
offer motorized shading 
solutions for any home or 
office. From the early stages 
of construction to final 
installation, our team will 
provide you with everything 
you need. Whether you require 
a single motorized shade or 
an entire networked system, 
we have the internal resources 
to ensure your project is done 
right. 

If you’re building and are 
considering motorized shades 
or drapery, contact us early in 
the process. We will guide you 
and your builder on the correct 
wiring before the walls are 
closed in. 

Contact us for more 
information or to book a 
consultation in your home  
or office.
Appleby Crossing
2500 Appleby Line, Burlington
905.333.8121
coverscanada.ca
(Please see ad on pg 81)

BM ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN 
Benjamin McFadgen opened 
BM Architectural Design in 
Brantford, ON in 2015. Since this 
time BM Architectural Design has 
developed into an award winning 
and accredited architectural 
firm focused on the design of 
residential custom residences. 
Projects include but are not limited 
to Custom Homes, Custom Home 
Additions and Renovations. Along 
with completing BM Architectural 
Design’s sixth year in business, 
BM Architectural Design received 
the Top 3 Architects in Brantford 
award from “Three Best Rated”. 
BM Architectural Design accredits 
their success to using the following 
principles as a template guide for 
design projects: 
• Sustainable design – Nature 
inspired designs that give back 
to the planet and reduce carbon 
footprint 
• Wellness – Creating designs that 
improve health, wellness and our 
ability to connect with nature 
• Holistic Approach – Inclusive and 
collaborative design approach 
that is focused on your needs and 
project experience 
• Beauty and Functionality – 
Creating a synergistic relationship 
between beauty and functionality

Whether you are looking 
to build your forever home or 
improve your current home, 
BM Architectural Design has a 
reputation for providing creative 
and modern design solutions. 
Through BM Architectural Design’s 
holistic design approach, all angles 
of the project are considered and 
optimized. Reach out today to get a 
consultation for your next project!
519.721.4866 
bmarchitecturaldesign.com
(Please see ad on pg 89)

WATERCOLOUR WESTPORT  
If you’re tired of urban living, 
Watercolour Westport is a 
better place to call home.

In the heart of Eastern 
Ontario cottage country, 
Westport is the jewel of the 
Rideau waterway. A waterfront 
village with the harbour front on 
the Upper Rideau Lake, gives 
access to year-round recreation 
for boating, fishing, paddling 
and winter time skating.

Beyond the lake the local 
winery, brewery, bakery, dining, 
country inns and Foley Mountain 
Conservation area give you 
places to explore and gather 
with others. Embrace a rhythm 
of life with nature as your friend, 
where you welcome neighbours 
on your front porch and your 
home becomes the gathering 
place for memorable moments.

Finding a new home 
within walking distance of an 
established historic village is 
a unique opportunity. Award-
winning Land Ark Homes 
has underway Phase 1 of 
cottage-style homes and more 
phases to come. Every home 
in Watercolour is constructed 
net zero ready, for a sustainable 
future, greater home comfort 
and up to 80% savings in utility 
costs.

Built with longevity in mind, 
all homes have exceptional 
standard features like hardwood 
floors, Air Source Heat Pumps, 
Hardie siding and quartz 
counters. 

Currently available designer-
finished homes are ready for 
quick move-in. 
Explore the possibilities now at 
watercolourwestport.com
(Please see ad on pg 16)

FRANK RICCI CUSTOM 
RENOVATIONS  
In the early days of his career, 
Frank Ricci worked as a house 
framer. Over the past 30 years, 
he has seen his building and 
renovation business steadily grow 
through new and repeat clients.

From complex and finely 
detailed to simple, straightforward 
builds, remodels or renovations – 
we have the expertise to complete 
any home construction project.

Through every step of the 
process, we work onsite with 
our clients, architects, interior 
designers, subs and employees 
– ensuring every detail is carefully 
planned and constructed in a 
clean, efficient, beautiful and cost 
effective manner.

From initiation to completion, 
we focus on establishing and 
maintaining relationships among 
the team, architect, builder and 
interior designer – all essential 
components to achieve the best 
possible design, quality and 
fastest construction.

Timelines are essential – a 
smooth project is dependent on 
how well it’s organized from the 
beginning. Having a well thought 
out design, colour scheme and 
material list is key; we approach 
each project with a clear direction 
and will work one-on-one with 
you to ensure your overall goals 
are achieved.

Building, Renovating or 
Remodelling? Let us help you 
achieve the rooms of your dreams.

With our meticulous attention 
to detail and quality, you will love 
your home again! 
905.902.3939
View our latest  
projects on Facebook!
(Please see ad on pg 55)

BRUSHED DESIGNS –
DREAM, CREATE, INSPIRE!  
Brushed Designs is located on 
Main Street in the picturesque 
town of Waterford nestled in the 
heart of Norfolk County. This 
go-to destination focuses on 
breathing new life into vintage 
furniture and offers a curated 
mix of home accents for you 
and your home. Each and every 
item is hand-chosen and is a 
little bit of everything we love!

Our aim is to inspire and 
assist others to decorate their 
home, cottage and lifestyle.  
We offer an eclectic range of 
products like Lampe Berger, Sid 
Dickens tiles, lighting, artwork, 
baby items and many Canadian 
made items.

We are proud to be a 
certified retailer of Canadian 
Fusion Mineral Paint, 
Homestead House Milk 
Paint and Artisan Chalk-
Style FAT Paint. The paint is 
complemented by a large 
assortment of paint accessories, 
hardware, and wallpaper to help 
you transform your furniture!

If you have furniture that 
needs a new look, we offer 
custom painting services at 
reasonable prices. We also like 
to encourage your creativity by 
offering various workshops and 
consultations.   

Brushed Designs was 
founded on a love of family, a 
passion for painting and for all 
things beautiful. We want you 
to fall in love with your home all 
over again!  
30 Main St S, Waterford
519.222.3505
brusheddesigns.ca

 brusheddesigns  brushed4u
(Please see ad on pg 49)
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THE PLACE

With a love for vintage and antique 
furniture, My Back Shed first 
started in Lisa Barsony’s backyard, 
where she sourced, refurbished 
and sold previously loved pieces. 
Eventually, she opened the charming 
Oakville boutique clients have 
come to love. With a keen eye for 
refinishing furnishings with just the 
right upholstery and paint, Lisa puts 
love and passion into every piece 
she creates. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
JASON HARTOG

WARM &whimsical 

THE STYLE

In addition to transforming fabulous but 
forgotten finds and treasured family pieces, 
the store carries furniture, décor, lighting 
and accessories. The team sources items at 
markets and used furniture stores and gives 
them a new lease on life with upholstery and 
paint. Clients can bring in furniture pieces, 
and Lisa and her team will help choose 
colours and finishes that complement their 
space. “We adore the distressed charm that 
hand-painted furniture offers. While the look 
is casual, the process is anything but relaxed.” 
Each piece is meticulously prepared before 
a new coat of paint is applied. Pieces are 
sanded, repaired, primed and painted for a 
quality finish that stands the test of time. 

THE TREND 
The store’s French 
country antiques and 
shabby chic home décor 
are always popular 
but soft, pretty pinks, 
watercolour blues and 
glimmering golds are 
also in vogue. Etched 
mercury glass vases add 
sparkle and make a 
statement. Vintage 
Persian-rug inspired 
pillows add subtle 
colour and texture. 
Warm woods and 
faux foliage bring 
the outdoors in. 
Handwash and lotion sets in a myriad 
of delicious scents are the perfect 
hostess gift. Marble pieces with gold 
or silver accents are a sophisticated 
addition for any occasion. 

WHAT’S NEXT 

The store is expanding into an adjacent 
space that Lisa uses to collect much-loved 
pieces waiting to be restored. The bigger 
space will showcase more beautiful finds 
just waiting to go home.  OH

Get There: 
2359 Lakeshore Rd. W., Oakville
905.847.2922 | mybackshed.com

Lisa Barsony
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Feeder watch
Once winter sets in with a 
vengeance, you may not necessarily 
want to venture out. No problem! 
From the comfort of home, we can 
do a good bit of birding through our 
windows. Watching birds at your 
feeder is a great way to brighten a 
dreary winter’s day. Set up a feeding 
station in your yard, fill it with 
quality seed (black-oil sunflower 
seed, peanuts, nyjer or suet) and 
cosy up by the window. 

       THE winter    wonderland
                 OF BIRDING

STORY LYNNE RICHARDSON
PHOTOGRAPHY NIGEL EVES

Looking for something to do on a cold winter day? Go birding! Wait, what? Birding in 
winter? Will you see anything interesting? Well, yes! You’ll be surprised by what is out 
there in our seemingly barren backyards and snow-covered countrysides.

Snow buntings

Blue jays

TheWinterWonderlandOfBirding.indd   2 2021-11-03   1:59 PM
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289.237.9940   www.shadesofsummer.net

171 LOCKE ST S, HAMILTON
NESTHAMILTON.COM

James C. Pitropov, Principal Architect, OAA
647-226-9860 • pitropov_architecture@sympatico.ca

www.lakesidearchitecture.ca

Exclusively dedicated  
to the design of  
luxury homes, cottages  
and boathouses.
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pruning  |  tree & shrub  |  fertilization  |  organic plant health care  |  dynamic support systems

insect & disease monitoring & treatment  |  hazardous limb & tree removal  |  arborist reports for pre & post construction

arborwood.ca
1.888.721.8882  |  905.681.9933

THANK THANK THANK THANK THANK YOUYOUYOU
As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” As tree experts, Anthony, Mark and Tim tend to take “climbing to the top” 

quite literally. Thank you for making Arborwood your top choice
in this year’s Readers’ Choice Awards! 

Come join our team! Apply at arborwood.ca/careers

Expect the unexpected
Knowing what unexpected birds to expect, 
or at least hope for, in the dead of winter 
also helps. Some years we are treated to 
an invasion of what ornithologists refer 
to as winter finches. When the pine and 
spruce cone crops are low in the north, this 
family of boreal-forest birds comes south 
to central and southern Ontario in search 
of food. They travel in gangs and descend 
upon our feeders with much enthusiasm. 
Last year was an irruption year (a sudden 
surge of birds), and often there is a rebound 
irruption year of visits, so keep your eyes 
to the skies and on your feeders for big, 
beautiful evening and pine grosbeaks, 
frosty redpolls, squabbling pine siskins, 
and maybe even colourful, parrot-like red-
winged and white-winged crossbills. 

Winter wonderland
There will be days in the midst of winter 
when the sun is sparkling on the snowbound 
land, the air is crisp and clear, and you’ll 
feel the call of the great outdoors. Such a 
day is perfect for a drive, on the lookout for 
open-country winter birds. If you’re lucky 
you may come across snow buntings flying 
across fields flashing their white feathers, 
sprinkling the sky like snowflakes. 

You might also notice the bouncing flight 
pattern of a bunch of beautiful bohemian 
waxwings flying across the landscape or in 
your neighbourhood, searching for berry-
bearing trees. Living up to their name, they 
are true nomads and never stay long in one 
place, so consider yourself lucky if you catch 
a flock in action.

Or your winter drive may be rewarded 
with a sighting of one of the big arctic 
raptors. The rough-legged hawk occasionally 
comes south in search of small rodents when 
their arctic supply dwindles. Look for this 
big bird perched on a branch of a leafless 
tree out in the open or hovering like a giant 
hummingbird, surveying the snow for mice.

This same tundra-like habitat 
just might yield that most 
coveted of arctic visitors 
– the snowy owl. A 
sighting of this bird 
alone makes the 
outing worthwhile. 

As always, relish 
the discovery of each 
new bird, keep your 
distance and take photos 
without disturbing their 
never-ending fight for survival 
in the depths of winter.  OH

Top ten 
So, what will you see? Project FeederWatch 
– a citizen science project that records birds 
at feeders throughout the winter – has the 
answer. That friendly little ball of feathered 
fluff, the chickadee, is the number-one bird, 
followed by downy and hairy woodpeckers, 
the always gorgeous cardinal, the upside-
down nuthatch, the dopey mourning dove, 
the bossy blue jay, the jaunty junco, and 
last but not least, the goldfinch, somewhat 
incognito without its summer golden cloak. 
Once you’ve identified these species, your 
winter bird list is off to a good start.

Getting to know these common, top-10 
visitors will also make it easier for you to 
recognize a new species should one appear 
at your feeders. That’s when it gets exciting. 
What could it be? Get that field guide off 
your shelf and crack it open. Flip through, 
discovering the possibilities and narrow it 
down by the distinctive identification points 
– size, shape, colour and markings. Give it 
your best shot!

Redpolls

Snowy owl

Snowy owl

Cardinal

Female pine grosbeak

Male pine grosbeak

Evening grosbeak

Bohemian waxwings

Rough-legged hawk
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LYN AND SCOTT
MOVED INTO THEIR
NORTH BURLINGTON
HOME IN 2011. IT
WAS AN EXPANSIVE
AND LUXURIOUS
CUSTOM BUILD ON
ALMOST THREE ACRES
BACKING ONTO A
CONSERVATION AREA. 

Continued on page 114

LOFTY 
GOALS

STORY DENISE O’CONNELL  I   PHOTOGRAPHY GABRIELLE ROCHON

ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 2 1 / 2 2   |  113112  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 2 1 / 2 2

home & designer



TThe home on a cul-de-sac has a long laneway 
lined with European-style streetlights leading 
up to their home.

When Lyn and Scott moved into the raised 
ranch-style home, they took the three-car 
garage and converted it into a separate 
living space for Lyn’s aging parents. It served 
the family well until her parents needed 
additional care.

“In the past few years, we knew we needed 
to do something more functional with the 
space,” says Lyn. “It was about 600 square 
feet of living space that was pretty much 
a blank slate.”

The couple researched and found Kim 
Giancaterino and Anita Puls of Burlington 
Design Studio. The two design powerhouses 
formed their studio after meeting on a local 
holiday house tour. With heaps of experience 
and success in residential design, they 
decided to team up to tackle new builds and 
renovations in the GTA. Continued on page 117

The details of the 
fireplace add old-

world charm. Warm, 
earthy hues pull the 

outdoors in.

The chalet-style ceiling adds warmth against the cooler tones of 
the room. Windows flood the room with light and an oversize 
barn door slides closed for privacy. BELOW: European-style 
streetlights line the driveway. RIGHT: Kim and Anita’s new design 
stays true to the home’s surroundings.
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“Lyn and Scott gave us carte blanche to 
create the space,” recalls Kim. “We weren’t 
restricted at all as to what we wanted to do, but 
we still wanted to be true to the surroundings 
and what kind of space would work for them.”

The couple’s kids had left the nest and they 
wanted a space to entertain. They enjoy wine, 
so Anita and Kim set out to create a room 
and den the couple could use for socializing, 
complete with a fireplace and wine display. 
The wine room renovation was completed 
by Wish Krajewski of Wish List Home 
Improvements. “There is no media in that 
room,” says Lyn. “The room doesn’t have a 
television because we wanted it for socializing 
with no distractions.”

In early 2021, just before the pandemic 
lockdown hit, Kim and Anita started 

construction to convert the in-law suite into 
a warm and inviting space that makes you 
want to sit back with a glass of wine and 
converse with friends in front of a fire with a 
view of the woods.

They drew inspiration from photos of 
the couple’s travels to Italy. They began with 
a glass-encased, temperature-controlled 
wine display with elegant wood trim and 
a cobblestone floor from Factory Tile 
Depot. The cabinet and bar were crafted 
by Silverbirch Cabinetry Millwork. 
The wine-cooler glass and antique mirror 
backsplash were sourced from Burlington 
Glass & Mirror Co. Ltd. A wet bar with 
sink and fridge offers beer and cocktails and 
a games table sits in the corner waiting for 
someone to make their first chess move.

The wine room is a media-free zone, perfect 
for entertaining. LEFT: A glass wall allows 
the couple’s wine collection to be beautifully 
displayed. FAR LEFT: The open plan creates 
lovely sightlines. BOTTOM LEFT: The wine 
room is spectacular, with a glass-encased, 
temperature-controlled wine display and 
elegant wood trim.

“THIS HOME IS WHERE OLD-WORLD 
CHARM MEETS MODERN ELEMENTS.” 
–Kim and Anita

Continued on page 118
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“We stuck with earth tones,” says Anita. 
“We used the clients’ sofa, which is a rich 
brown leather that has a beautiful, aged 
patina and added natural linen window 
treatments and a few black elements. Rich 
velvet and linen cushions add texture and 
colour to the space.”

Lighting creates ambience and a focal 
point on the wine display. Framed photos of 
their travels to Italy line the walls and are the 
finishing touch.

A black iron spiral staircase leads to an 
upstairs loft with a bedroom and bathroom. 
Before the staircase, the loft could only be 
reached from outside. Now the inside stairs 
are a piece of art.

The home’s kitchen was previously 
renovated by Cranberry Hill Kitchens. Lyn 
and Scott asked the designers to update other 
elements of the home to ensure a cohesive 
flow. The entry to the den was arched to 
replicate the arch of the fireplace and creates 
a stunning entry point from the dining room. 
The home’s main staircase was updated by 
Europerfect Stairs & Railings to include 

An iron staircase was added to create access to an upstairs loft that houses a 
bedroom and bathroom. BOTTOM LEFT: Straight lines serve a purpose, but can 
be predictable. Curved doorways add softness and interest. BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
iron staircase is a dynamic architectural detail.

Continued on page 120

905.467.7433 • 905.580.0024 

burlingtondesignstudio.ca

 burlingtondesignstudio

Designing a home 
requires many things 
to consider. There’s 
style, functionality, 
architectural details 
and space planning. A 
professionally trained eye 
can pull all these elements 
together to create a 
cohesive space with a 
timeless design that will 
last for many years to 
come. Give Anita and 
Kim a call today.

Vintage and hand made rugs, luxurious robes,  
bath towels, and other home goods. 

905.465.5917 | curatedcontentco.com | @curatedcontentco

• Multipoint Lock Security
• 70% Lower Energy Costs
• No Maintenance
• No Rot, No Cracking
• Factory Direct Prices 
• Excellent Warranty

SIX YEARS 
IN A ROW

Visit Unitech’s showroom or website.
Showroom: 260 Jevlan Drive, Woodbridge 

www.unitechdoors.com   905.856.5290

Choose Unitech For Beautiful Looks 
And Premium Features.

Make Your Home 
Feel Pretty.

UNITECH_OUR_HOMES_HALFPAGE_VERT copy.indd   1 2021-11-15   5:13 PM
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new railings and treads. They selected new 
lighting, including an iron chandelier from 
City Lightz Hamilton in the dining room. 
Beautiful carpets from Curated Content 
Co. complete the loft and entrance spaces.

“This home is where old-world charm 
meets modern elements,” says Kim and Anita. 
“The home is already gorgeous and resort-like 
and the updates just expanded on that.” 

“The home just flows perfectly now,” says 
Lyn. “Everything just ties together, from the 
floors to the chalet-style ceilings.” The couple 
haven’t had a chance to entertain given the 
pandemic restrictions but know it will be a 
crowd-pleaser once the rules allow.

Lyn and Scott created a quiet puzzle 
nook in the loft. “Every Christmas our family 
starts a new puzzle and we love to do them 
throughout the year,” she says. “It’s a family 
activity and now we have a space that you 
can slip away to and add a few pieces to 
the big picture.”

Lyn and Scott are also happy they were able 
to solve the puzzle and put the pieces of their 
new loft together.  OH

ABOVE: The main staircase has new treads and railings that blend with the home’s new look. TOP: The 
design details and furnishings in this bedroom connect to the new look in the rest of the home.

Imagine your home,  
totally organized!

Custom Closets
Garage Cabinets
Home Offices
Pantries
Laundry Rooms
Hobby Rooms

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage 
or Home office unit.  

Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.  
With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer not valid in all regions. offer expires 7/31/2020.

Walk-in Closet

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

www.closetsbydesign.ca Follow us on

®

1-877-563-7799 oHM

Bedroom Closet Garage Cabinets

Laundry RoomHome Office

NoW oFFERING 
18 Month  
Financing!
With approved credit. Call or  
ask your designer for details.  

Not available in all areas.

40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage or Home office unit.  
Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.  

With incoming order, at time of purchase only. offer expires 12/31/2021.

40% off Plus FREE 
Installation

PLUS TAKE AN EXTRA 15% off
289.244.9083 
Hamilton, ON  
si lverbi rch i nc .com 

Your Complete
Custom Decorating Store

Anne Smith 
Owner, DecOratOr

Nancy Bradley 
DecOratOr

•	Custom	Draperies,	Custom	BeDDiNG	
•	DesiGNer	FaBriCs	–	over	10,000	samples	
•	upholstery	&	Custom	FurNiture	
•	DesiGNer	Wallpaper	
•	home	aCCessories	
•	DesiGN	staFF	&	iN-home	CoNsultatioN

DesiGNiNG	For	hamiltoN,		
aNCaster	&	BeyoND	siNCe	1989

73	Wilson	st.	W,	unit	19	
ancaster	town	plaza

905-648-7979	
buytheyardinteriors.com
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Gingerbread 
BUNDT CAKE

A Bundt cake is an easy, approachable cake for all levels of bakers. 
The unique pan creates a beautiful, eye-catching cake with very little 

effort. It’s a sweet dessert for a festive occasion.

RECIPE & PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

GingerbreadBundtCake.indd   2 2021-10-13   5:28 PM

Continued on page 124

Your one-stop renovation destination proudly serving Stoney Creek, Hamilton,  
Ancaster, Dundas, Burlington, Waterdown, Brantford, Oakville and surrounding areas.

905.627.9763  |  104 King St W Unit #3, Dundas ON

www.crodonkitchenandbath.com

Just like you we can’t wait to have visitors. Come see our brand new  
boutique showroom in the old Post Office building, downtown Dundas.

New 

locatioN!

We are both designer + contracter merged to create a cohesive efficient 
renovation experience. Designed and built to suit your lifestyle.

CrodonW21.indd   1 2021-11-10   1:52 PM
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DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350˚F. Grease 
Bundt pan if necessary.

Combine flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, salt and spices in a 
bowl and set aside. 

In a stand mixer, cream butter 
and brown sugar until light and 
fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time, 
followed by the molasses.

Add one third of the flour 
mixture to the wet ingredients, 
followed by half of the coffee, 
rotating between the two and 
ending with the remaining 
flour mixture.

Pour batter into Bundt pan, 
smoothing the top.

Bake for 50-55 minutes. Allow 
cake to cool completely and 
invert the pan onto your cake 
stand or plate.

Prepare the icing by combining 
icing sugar, vanilla and milk 
until smooth. For a thinner 
glaze, add more milk. Pour icing 
over cake.  OH

INGREDIENTS 
CAKE

2 ½ cups all-purpose flour 

1 tsp baking powder

¼ tsp baking soda 

½ tsp salt 

2 ½ tsp ground ginger 

2 tsp ground cinnamon 

½ tsp nutmeg

½ tsp allspice

¾ cup butter, at room 
temperature 

1 ½ cups brown sugar 

2 eggs, at room temperature 

½ cup molasses 

1 cup coffee, cooled 

ICING 

1 cup icing sugar 

1 tsp vanilla 

¼ cup milk

Finish with a drizzle 
of sweet creamy icing.

GingerbreadBundtCake.indd   3 2021-10-13   5:28 PM

 Visit our showroom at 220 Queen St. S., Streetsville, Mississauga

WWW.CCHARM.COM       905.542.9333

natural beauty...

CountryCharm_OAK_W21.indd   1 2021-11-03   9:05 AM
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Barrie
705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

www.unitedlumber.caThe Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.

BRING US YOUR PROJECTS BIG AND SMALL
From new home builds, to home renovations, 
our experts can help you get the job done! 

ACCOMMODATIONS/ 
LODGING/RENTALS
Costa Rica Luxury Lifestyle, 10

Hotel Lux, 29

ARBORICULTURE/ARBORIST
Arborwood Tree Service, 111

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
BM Architectural Design, 89, 104

Jordan Station Design Co. Inc., 53

Lakeside Architecture Inc., 109

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Nest, 109

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Covers Canada, 81, 105

BRANDING/MARKETING
Property Identity, 77

BUILDERS
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 3
Frank Ricci Custom Renovations, 55, 105

Homes By Bungalow, 21

Rock Cliff Custom Homes, 66&67

TRUBuild Custom Homes  
	 & Renovations, 11

Watercolour Westport, 16, 105

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 127

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Barnboardstore.com, 49, 104

Silverbirch Woodworks, 121

Top Notch Cabinets, 75

Unique Custom Cabinets, 79

CHARITABLE/NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS
Habitat for Humanity, 99

Ontario Food for Kids, 99

MOVING & STORAGE
Mountaineer Movers Limited, 77

Organized Transitions, 17

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Homes By Bungalow, 21

Watercolour Westport, 16, 105

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Closets by Design, 121

PAINTING & DECORATING
Aftica Decor, 17

PLUMBING
Aberdeen Plumbing, 49

Barton Bath + Floor, 53

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS
ImmerSpa, 8, 103

CONSIGNMENT
Circulera, 63, 103

The Millionaire’s Daughter, 39

COUNTERTOPS
Stone On The Go, 65

Take Us for Granite, 29

FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Buy The Yard Interiors, 121

FENCING/DECKS/GATES
Endeman’s Ironcraft Custom  
	 Fabrication, 63

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE/INVESTING
Mortgage Alliance Golden  
	 Horseshoe, 65, 104

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
The Source for Home Comfort, 101

FLOORING
Aftica Decor, 17

Barton Bath + Floor, 53

Eden Tile-It, 77

Interior Design By Elise, 33

The Floor Shop, 131

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Bella & Coop, 91

Brushed Designs, 49, 105

Buy The Yard Interiors, 121

Circulera, 63, 103

Cornerstone Home Interiors, 4&5

Country Charm Mennonite Furniture, 125

Curated Content Co., 119

Dal’s Home Furnishings, 23

Graham & Brooks, 75

Graham & Brooks Salvage Co., 75, 103

Interiors by Better Shade, 18, 19

Joshua Creek Trading Furniture  
	 & Home Decor, 7
My Back Shed, 20

Nest, 109

Niche Decor, 61

The Kitchen Witch, 59

REAL ESTATE
Century 21 Heritage House –  
	 Brendon Aasla, 89

Coldwell Banker Community Professionals –  
	 Vince Fracassi, 6
Hodgins Realty Group, 132

RE/MAX Escarpment Realty –  
	 Elena Cipriano, 51

Royal Lepage – Tina Robinson, 2
Sam McDadi Real Estate, 25

ROOFING
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 101

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Kenedy Stairs, 89

TILE
Barton Bath + Floor, 53

Eden Tile-It, 77

The Millionaire’s Daughter, 39

Your Home Your Story, 27

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
​Frank Ricci Custom Renovations, 55, 105

Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 101

TRUBuild Custom Homes  
	 & Renovations, 11

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Burlington Design Studio, 119

Francesca Designs, 22

Interior Design By Elise, 33

LaPointe Interior Design & Landscape, 53

Niche Decor, 61

Revisions Home Styling, 65

Stagg & Paper Interiors, 29, 104

IRON WORK/METAL WORK
Endeman’s Ironcraft Custom  
	 Fabrication, 63

JEWELRY/METAL EXCHANGE
AU Jewellery Exchange Lab, 33

KITCHEN & BATH
Aroma Kitchens & Baths Inc., 61

Barton Bath + Floor, 53

Crodon Kitchen and Bath Centre, 123

Downsview Kitchens, 35

Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre, 12&13

The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen  
	 Showroom, 59, 103

Top Notch Cabinets, 75

Unique Custom Cabinets, 79

KITCHENWARE/RESTAURANT SUPPLY
Nicetys, 63

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
LaPointe Interior Design & Landscape, 53

Shades of Summer Landscaping  
	 and Maintenance, 109

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Aftica Decor, 17

Budget Blinds, 129

Buy The Yard Interiors, 121

Covers Canada, 81, 105

Interiors by Better Shade, 18, 19

Salnek’s Custom Window Treatments, 9
Smart Shutter Canada, 14

WINDOWS & DOORS
Doorway Inc, 15

Unitech Doors Manufacturer Inc., 119

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than 
one heading, please email marie.gallagher@ourhomes.ca or lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise 
at 905.399.0717 or 705-445-5065 x200.

126  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 2 1 / 2 2

directory



Faux fur equals warm 
vibes throughout your 
home, from cosy throws 
to comfy benches in an 
array of calm hues.

GO FAUX

SIMONS: Luxurious Faux Fur Chair Cushion in Ivory White POTTERY BARN: Faux Fur Throws

POTTERY BARN: Faux Real Fur Bean Bag BRUNELLI: Grizzly Faux Fur Pouffe

SURYA: Shepherd Pillow
BOUCLAIR: Cloud Faux Fur Rug

BOUCLAIR: Faux Fur Stool

BOUCLAIR: Faux Fur Basket UNIVERSAL: Modern Bench

UNIVERSAL: Instyle Chair

GoFaux.indd   2 2021-10-14   12:00 PM

Continued on page 130

W W W. B U D G E T B L I N D S . C O M / B U R L I N G T O N

Get window 
treatments that 
truly fit your space

Learn more at budgetblinds.com
Call for your free consultation:  000.000.0000

Our local window covering experts do it all for you! From design, to measurements to 
installation, they will be there every step of the way. Budget Blinds can help you find a 
solution to match your unique window treatment needs. 

©2021 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. 
Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Get window 
treatments that 
truly fit your space

Learn more at budgetblinds.com
Call for your free consultation:  000.000.0000

Our local window covering experts do it all for you! From design, to measurements to 
installation, they will be there every step of the way. Budget Blinds can help you find a 
solution to match your unique window treatment needs. 

©2021 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. 
Each franchise independently owned and operated.128  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 2 1 / 2 2
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POTTERY BARN: Faux Real
Fur Sphere Pillow in Ivory

POTTERY BARN: 3-in-1 Pet 
Bed – White Sherpa Faux Fur

BOUCLAIR: Silver Fox Faux 
Fur Decorative Lumbar Pillow

SURYA: Kandi Pillow

SURYA: Valora Pillow

SURYA: Owl Pillow

BRUNELLI: Grizzly Faux Fur Cushion

BRUNELLI: Bunny Faux Fur 
European Pillow Sham

POTTERY BARN: Faux Shearling Robes

SIMONS: White Faux Fur Bath Mat

PHILLIPS COLLECTION: 
Frozen Zebra Brass Arm Chair

WORLDS AWAY: 
Emmett Monw Counter Stool

SIMONS: Plush Crisscross Slide Slippers in Tan

SIMONS: Faux Fur Sleep Mask in Black

GoFaux.indd   3 2021-10-14   12:00 PM

Hardwood Flooring lends 
character and charm to any  
room in your home or busi- 

ness and best of all—it never goes  
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!  

 
classic styles of traditional wood- 
grains. In addition to beauty, our  
collection of hardwood flooring  
offers exciting possibilities in a  
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,  
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,  
American  Cherry as well as colours, 

Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now 
with three locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area offers you incredible 

The Floor Shop has also been 
featured on several episodes of  
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly 
revered award winning HGTV  
program with Mike Holmes. The 

 
specialists for warmth, livability 
and character.

W W W . T H E F L O O R S H O P . C O M

LEASIDE
Tel: 416.421.8588 Fax: 416.421.5477

154 Wicksteed Ave

KINGSWAY
Tel: 416.234.0599 Fax: 416.234.9920

4195 Dundas Street West

MISSISSAUGA
Tel: 905.803.0050 Fax: 905.803.0066

700 Dundas Street East

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS

TFS_W2012_ad.indd   1 12-11-13   11:46 AM
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CALL JAMES
905.855.8700

jhodgins@jameshodgins.com

 Thinking  
of Selling?

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract with a brokerage.

JAMES HODGINS
BROKER OF RECORD

— TOP 1% in CANADA  —

GORGEOUS OLD OAKVILLE! 
$3,798,800

Live/entertain in Almost 5000 sf of fin living 
w/2nd level addition oppt. Prem 92x150 
lot+ Priv Resort style pool/hot tub/pond 
Oasis w/lush gardens & landscpg. Lux 
Primary suite w/walk in closet & spa like 
ensuite. Cameo kitchen w/large island + 
prem appliances open to fam rm. Grand 
Muskoka rm. Fin Lower Level w/Extra bdrm 
+ 3pc bath & Huge Rec rm for entertaining. 
Easy Walk To Downtown, Lake & New 
Community Centre.

CHARACTER HOME 
$1,399,500

Attention Builders, Investors, DIYr’s + 
Renovators! Rare Opportunity To Build/
Reno Dream Character Home Or 
Investment Property On Prem Over 1/4 
Acre Private Lot O/L Credit River In Sought 
After Streetsville Village. Go Station Hidden 
Directly Across The Street + Steps To River 
Front Park & Trails, Charming Shops, 
Restaurants & Schools + Easy Access To 
Highways. 2 Driveways + Garage!

A RARE TREASURE! 
$1,999,800

Arthur Blakey Design/Build Georgian Style 
Home Nestled Amongst Mature Trees In 
Sought After Sherwood Forest!  
Charming Centre Hall Plan With W/O To 
Private Backyard W/Lush Gardens & 
Gorgeous Prof. Landscape. Close To UTM, 
Schools, Parks+Mississauga’s Best Trails!

CREDIT RIVER SANCTUARY
$3,650,000

Breathtaking Credit River Sanctuary Escape. 
Premium 103 X 193’ Deep Lot W/ Your Own 
Private Dock On The River! Fitness Enthusiasts 
Dream! Spectacular Mstr Bdrm Retreat W/
Unobstructed Sunset Views Of Credit River. 
Inspiring 4 Seasons Solarium & Custom 
Kitchen! Loft + 2nd Lev Great Rm/Studio W/
Sep Kit & 3Pce Bath. Fin Bsmt W/1 Bdrm & Kit. 
Perfect Design For Large Family, In-Laws+ 
Ultimate Work From Home!


