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Spoil yourself nightly on the finest 
handcrafted organic mattress 
The perfect mattress is tailor-made for your body and designed to give 

you and your partner the perfect night’s sleep. Experience the Obasan 

difference, the world’s finest organic mattresses.

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE – BOOK YOUR 

PERSONALIZED CONSULTATION  

Choose between our private, one-on-one curated sleep assessment 

and demonstration, or arrange a comprehensive virtual consultation.

OBASAN.COM

613-727-5537     INFO@OBASAN.COM     1-155 COLONNADE RD SOUTH, OTTAWA, ON  K2E 7K1     MADE LOCALLY IN OTTAWA
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Shop online, or come for a visit!

Locally made one-of-a-kind 

art to enjoy.

Classes and workshops are

tailored to your group! 

Call or email us to arrange.

613-833-2565|www.daartisti.com|2565 Old Montreal Rd, Cumberland

Where local art keeps on shining
Our door may be locked for now,

but our online store is always
open. From the comfort and safety

of your home, view our summer
exhibition and other artwork

crafted by the artists living among
us. Buy online, give us a call or
send us an email to arrange for

curbside pick up! 

613-833-2565|www.daartisti.com|2565 Old Montreal Rd, Cumberland
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For peace of mind choose

Call us today to discuss your next project.

613.854.ROOF 
RememberMeRoofing.com

Considering the benefits of a Designer roof? Look no further. As an award-winning GAF Master Elite Certified Roofer, 
we believe in the quality, look and durability of GAF roofing materials. We’ll deliver your new roof professionally, on 
time and on budget. Our products come with an industry leading 50-year warranty, and we stand by their guarantees. 

REMEMBER_F21.indd   1 2021-08-16   2:24 PM

Everyone deserves a good night’s sleep.
Our mattresses are made locally and are made to suit all needs and all budgets. 

Comfy nights,
           happy life.

 l a p e n s e e m a t t r e s s e s . c a

GATINEAU (Hull)
1085 Boul. de la Carrière
819-777-4877

ORLÉANS
3732 Innes Rd.
613-837-9977

KANATA 
737 Silver Seven Rd.
613-435-6977



WINDOW TREATMENT

COUNTERTOPS

DÉCOR

FLOORING

PAINT, STAIN & SUPPLIES

EPOXIES

• Custom blinds, shutters, drapes & sheers,  
including motorized options 

• Featuring Hunter Douglas, Shade-O-Matic,  
Altex & Maxxmar – quality choices for  
every price point 

• FREE in-home design guidance
• Guaranteed fit 

• Choose from a broad selection of name 
brand quartz, granite, other natural stone 
& solid surfaces.

• Choose the interior or exterior services 
you need – full colour consult, furniture 
selection & placement, designer 
upholstery fabrics, wallpaper, custom 
& ready-made furniture, countertops, 
kitchen/bath knobs and pulls, flooring & 
lighting

• Try our $99 virtual consultation! 

• Choose from hardwood, luxury vinyl & 
laminate  

• Professional in-store colour specialists
• Poster-sized, real paint, take-home chips 
• Ottawa’s go-to place for paint & stain  

matching – any brand
• Guidance in-store on how to care  

for your deck, porch, fence, house 
exterior, interlock & cement surfaces 
including pools 

• Floor – durable finish for basements  
& garages

• Tabletop, counter & bar –  
self levelling, casting

Ask a RANDALL’s specialist 
to help you choose the best...

Book a consultation or place an order at:   
randalls.ca  |  613-233-8441  |  bankst@randalls.ca 

PROMPT IN-STORE SERVICE, TOUCH-FREE ORDER PICK-UP OR FREE DELIVERY
 

Randall’s has been decorating Ottawa & area since 1948! 
Serving residential, commercial and builders 

SHOP LOCAL
555 Bank St. (FREE parking behind store, off Isabella St.) 

Randall_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-28   10:59 AM

PASSION. PRIDE. CRAFTSMANSHIP.

Visit one or both of our showrooms with nearly 100 units on display.  
It’s a great place to be inspired!

1072 Merivale Rd., Ottawa – 613-722-1226   |   10511 Highway 7, Carleton Place – 613-257-1226 

TopHatHomeComfort.com   |   Info@TopHatHomeComfort.com

Vermont Castings
Intrepid

Majolica Brown

Vermont Castings 
Dauntless
Bordeaux

TopHat_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-24   11:41 AM



The product selection you want; the quality you demand; and the results you dream about.  
You can Trust Kitchens and Bathrooms First.

850 Industrial Ave., Unit 5  |  613-706-3664  |  bathroomsfirst.ca

From inspiration, to design, to installation...

Dare to dream.

KitchenBathFirst_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-03   12:23 PM

MALLETTE LANDSCAPING & POOLS

DESIGNED TO SATISFY –  BUILT TO LAST
www.mallettelandscaping.ca

Mallette_F20.indd   1 2020-09-24   12:34 PM



KANATA  Sanctuary Paint & Décor  430 Hazeldean Rd, Unit 4 | 613.836.9507 | sanctuarypaint.com
NEPEAN  Sanctuary Paint & Décor  2039 Robertson Rd | 613.828.6116 | sanctuarypaint.com
NEPEAN  Silver Brook Paints  3570 Strandherd Drive | 613.823.8425 | silverbrookpaints.ca

OTTAWA  Bonds Decor  1242 Bank St | 613.523.1534 | bondsdecor.ca
OTTAWA  Hampton Paints  1411 Carling Ave | 613.729.0114 | hamptonpaints.ca

OTTAWA  Silver Brook Paints  2446 Bank Street, Unit 113 | 613.695.8425 | silverbrookpaints.ca
OTTAWA  The Decorators Choice  1495A Innes Rd | 613.736.8212 | thedecoratorschoicepaintanddecor.ca

STITTSVILLE  Bonds Decor  150 Iber Rd | 613.270.8504 | bondsdecor.ca

When you find the perfect color, nothing else will do.

Perfection comes from our paint and our proprietary Gennex®  

colorants, together, creating results that are breathtaking.

Rely on Benjamin Moore for premium quality and  

Gennex Color Technology, which makes our  

long-lasting colors, all 3,500 of them, one-of-a-kind.

Unmatchable.
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UNMATCHABLE

WALL: Stormy Monday 
2112-50, Aura® Eggshell

BM_Unmatchable_2021.indd   7 2021-08-11   9:56 AM

Now Open
Pella Experience Centre

Experience a new way to shop for windows and doors. 
You’re invited to explore our new Pella Experience Centre — our window and door studio that 

changes how you shop. Gain inspiration from our style gallery and easily compare products and 

styles to match your home and budget.

Pella Window & Door Experience Centre:
Nepean, B-540 West Hunt Club Road | 613.727.8080 | PellaofToronto.com
To book an appointment, please contact Erika at vandrielel@pella.com

Pella_Ott_F21.indd   1 2021-08-16   9:22 AM
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

It’s like pulling on well-worn jeans at the 
end of a long day, or catching up with an old 
friend. It just feels right. And after a season 
of soaking up the sun, fall is about reigniting 
our love for the great indoors – and the 
comfort that awaits. 

Comfort at home means different things 
to different people. It’s something that really 
resonated with me while producing our 
feature homes for this issue. All three are 
so vastly different from each other, but all 
represent the same feelings to the homeowners 
– comfort and calm.

Although I’m immersed in housing trends 
as part of my profession, I am unapologetically 
nostalgic when it comes to my own home. 
My aesthetic is based less on taste or trend 
and more on storytelling. Meaningful art, 
furniture and accents from my parents and 
grandparents are well-placed in my home 
amongst new pieces to create a walk down 
memory lane when the mood strikes. That’s 
my idea of comfort at home.

In this issue, we discover three very 
different approaches to style and comfort 
that fit each homeowner. One home embodies 

the experiences gathered over a lifetime to 
express style. Another home is completely 
reinvented by layering specific and unique 
design elements that mirror the homeowners’ 
aesthetic. A third home’s striking end result 
proves the value of total trust in creating a 
style statement. 

We love to look through design media for 
inspiration to elevate at-home style, but there 
is always an opportunity for self-reflection. 
Ask: What is your why for your home décor? What 
story does your home tell, or what story do you 
aspire to tell? Questions to consider as we 
move back inside.

Enjoy the comforts of fall Ottawa!

Heather Wright, Managing Editor
heather.wright@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       
Sign up for our newsletter 
ourhomes.ca/newsletter

I’m always  
reluctant to  
say goodbye to 
summer, but  
there is something 
warm and  
welcoming about 
returning to the 
routines of fall.

vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7
1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7

vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

613-733-9098

Captivating Kitchen Cabinets and Surfaces

vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7
1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7

vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

613-733-9098

Vesta_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-15   12:46 PM

We Design and Build Kitchens For Families

Vesta_F21.indd   1 2021-08-03   9:26 AM
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A total renovation of this Centretown 
home perfectly reflects the 
homeowners. Story, page 54. 
Photography by Gordon King.
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Normally in fall, the pastime I enjoy most is long nature walks on chilly 
afternoons with our granddaughters. This year I am most looking 
forward, hopefully, to the thrill of shedding the mask and opening my 
door to invite friends and family for dinner… inside. I will spend hours 
in the kitchen happily humming as I slice and dice in anticipation 
of familiar faces around the table once again. I will take time to be 
thankful and recognise the true value of our loved ones. 

Back to school will be happily anticipated by some and dreaded by 
others. Either way, children big and small will give top grades to the 
peanut butter and jam cookie recipe designed with them in mind. Don’t 
miss the article on the history of the cookie jar to understand why this 
piece of crockery is the ideal storage solution for those after-school 
delicacies. Also with the kids in mind, it is important to design rooms 
for them that offer the perfect spot for relaxing or doing homework. We 
haven’t left out the other important members of our families – the fur 
babies. Pets also deserve to have their needs and well-being taken care 
of when designing our spaces. 

As we relish the warm embrace of our loved ones in our homes this 
fall, we should consider the link between design and our well-being. 
Our advice column explains how to better connect the two. Our homes 
can fill the role of sanctuary and surround us with peace and enjoyment.

I’m heading to the kitchen to start cooking!

Beth Charbonneau, Associate Publisher
beth.charbonneau@ourhomes.ca

F “f

 Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/OurHomesOttawa

 Follow us locally @OurHomesOttawa

It’s raining friends and 
family! Hallelujah.

Unmatched Beauty.
Built for a Lifetime.
As industry specialists, Urban Quarry brings the 

best Quartz, Natural Stone and Ultra Compact 

Surfaces, expertly fabricated and installed, to 

trade partners and an established network of 

kitchen and bath dealers. We’re here to assist 

throughout the full process and are committed 

to excellence in all that we do.

Servicing Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec.

�  �  �  �  �

UrbanQuarry.ca

Kitchen by: Deslaurier Custom Cabinets
Kitchen Design by: Darien Wilson
Photography by: Kevin Belanger
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The beautiful thing about a home is that 
it is (or should be) a unique reflection of 
the values, priorities and lifestyle of its 
inhabitants. However, there are some basic 
tenets that can be applied regardless of 
style, aesthetic and functional requirements 
to create an atmosphere that fosters 
a greater sense of well-being. These 
recommendations can be implemented 
without a complete redesign or renovation.

Determine the pillars 
of how you want your 
home to feel
It is a privilege to have a home where you 
and your family can retreat. Having the 
ability (financial and otherwise) to curate 
a home that feels welcoming, calming, 
nourishing and restorative – especially when 
unpredictable circumstances occur in the 
world – is a true blessing. Take the time to 
determine how you want your home to feel. 
For example, creating a calming space is 
especially important when the news of the 
world feels heavy. A clean and clutter-free 
space can quiet the nervous system and 
make you feel better physically, mentally and 
emotionally. 

Create peace 
of mind
Taking small steps to create a 
home that is a little more self-
sufficient can contribute to a 

greater feeling of safety 
and security – especially 
when unpredictable 
circumstances arise. At 
the end of the day, food, 
water and shelter remain 
the fundamental and 
universal basic needs.

There has been a 
tremendous resurgence 
of people growing and 
raising their own food. 
There are also many 
local farmers who offer 

CSAs (community-supported agriculture) 
throughout the year and frequent the 
seasonal farmers markets. Consider 
installing a pantry or transforming a closet 
into food storage so you can buy more items 
in bulk (flours, beans, etc.) and if you have 
a cold-storage area, you have the ability to 
store certain vegetables long into the winter. 
Investing in an appropriate freezer and 
learning to preserve food are other helpful 
options. Condo dwellers can experiment 
with container gardening, learn about 
becoming a member of a community garden 
or perhaps barter with family or friends to 
use a piece of land for a small garden patch. 

Generating your own electricity allows 
you to be less dependent on the larger 
system. For those not connected to the 
grid, investing in a generator in the event 
of a power loss enables you to keep the 
fridge and freezer running so you don’t 

lose your food supply – just 
create a regular maintenance 
schedule and ensure you have 
the appropriate fuel. Also 
having a stock of water on 
hand for a couple of weeks, or 
a filtration system (such as a 

Berkey) if you have access to fresh water, can 
provide added peace of mind. The notion 
of creating a safe home extends beyond a 
security system. 

Define various zones
The experience of sharing space with the 
entire family at home for such an extended 
period of time, with multiple tasks happening 
simultaneously – such as working, learning, 
food preparation, etc. – has emphasized 
the importance of creating specific zones to 
maintain a semblance of order in the home. 
If you don’t have a spare room you can 
transform into an office, or the floor space for 
designated desks and workstations, consider 
purchasing totes that hold everyone’s 
individual work or projects. Investing in 
proper storage such as closed cabinetry or 
even open shelving with baskets (simple 
and easy to access) helps to keep everyone 
organized and the house from becoming 
overrun with the business of the day. It is also 
important to keep sleeping spaces reserved 
for rest and minimize technology there (avoid 
it if you can). We all know blue light from 
devices negatively impacts our circadian 
rhythm and the body’s ability to prepare for 
sleep. It’s difficult to relax at the end of the 
day if you’re still looking at a large pile of 
work or if the notifications on your phone are 
going off at all hours.

Bring nature inside
Not only are houseplants an extremely 
cost-effective way to completely 
transform the feeling of your 
space, but adding greenery 
into your home can reduce 
stress and anxiety. There 
is the added benefit of air 
purification. Nature-inspired 
artwork can also help calm the 
senses. Connecting with natural 
materials such as linen, raw 
wood, beeswax candles, marble 
and wool can also help evoke 
a sense of well-being within 
the home.  OH

Curate
WELL-BEING
AT HOME

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens shares her ideas.

Creating a home that nurtures overall health and wellness 
has proven to be an important topic of conversation.

Stûv 30 
Woodstove

OSLO FURNITURE: 
Nordmark Sideboard

BERKEY CANADA: Royal 
Berkey Water Filter System

TERRA 
GREENHOUSES LTD.: 

Fiddle Leaf Fig

CurateWell-BeingAtHome.indd   2 2021-07-15   10:51 AM

BLUEPRINT 1301 Wellington St. W, Ottawa  |  613.761.1289  |  blueprinthome.com

BLUEPRINT_F21.indd   1 2021-08-17   3:16 PM

We Listen and Beautiful Happens.
To book your Information Call, go to www.cpiinteriors.ca/book or call 613-599-5564.
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1 	 WALL SIZZLE

Mural
Create a dramatic accent wall in any room with 
a floral wall mural. These murals are customized 
to fit your wall and are an easy DIY project. 
Select an image from their catalogue or submit 
your own. 

1624 Michael St., Ottawa  
613.523.7446 | wallsizzle.com

2  	 WEST OF MAIN FURNITURE STORE

Coffee Table
This rich coffee table combines contemporary 
angles with the natural warmth of wood to 
create comfort in your living room. It is made 
from mixed reclaimed fruitwood and features a 
recessed top. 

2437A Kaladar Ave., Ottawa 
613.415.9378 | westofmain.com

3  	 MARCHAND ELECTRIC

Light Fixture
This large semi-flush-mount fixture will 
illuminate your home with style. The shades are 
off-white faux parchment. Black, brass or nickel 
finishes are available. 

1283 Algoma Rd., Gloucester | 613.749.2279 
140 Boul. Gréber, Gatineau | 819.561.0185 
marchandelectric.com

4  	 HOME SOCIÉTÉ

Rug
Your floor is your fifth wall, and you can make 
the most of it with a snazzy Europa area rug. 
Available in five by eight feet and eight by 11 
feet, the golden detail on the rug adds a touch 
of bling – not to mention warmth underfoot.

2685 Iris St., Ottawa 
613.518.0400 | homesociete.ca

5  	 DA ARTISTI STUDIO & GALLERY

Metal Art
Make a statement with this unique sculpture, 
made entirely of metal and nuts. Display it on 
a wall to create a strong focal point in any room. 

2565 Old Montreal Rd., Cumberland  
613.833.2565 | daartisti.com

6  	 MARIE ANTOINETTE & CO.

Chair
Elegant and compact, this striped chair is 
the ultimate accent piece, offering plenty of 
versatile uses. It comes with or without arms.

1096 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 
613.680.7557 | marieantoinetteco.com

Swoon-worthy selections with 
style you’ll fall for this season.

3

5

2

6

4

1

DÉCORdrama

Continued on page 24

PHOTOGRAPHY ANNEMARIE GRUDEN
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8 	 REBEL PETAL 			 
	 FLOWERS OTTAWA

Table Lamp
Your home is so stylish, even your 
lamps dress their best. This dapper 
hat lamp stands 24 inches high and 
features a gold lining that radiates 
a warm glow. 

5532 Manotick Main St., Manotick 
613.692.2202 | rebelpetal.com

7 	 WALL SPACE GALLERY 

Painting
Entitled Take Me with You, this 
painting is from the Hello Happy 
series from artist Sharon Kelly. The 
series draws inspiration from the 
landscapes of Prince Edward County 
and Lake Ontario as well as the 
healing qualities of being near water.

358 Richmond Rd., Ottawa | 613.729.0003 
505 Industrial Ave., Unit 6, Ottawa | 613.834.0872 
wallspacegallery.ca

9 	 DYMON

Hamper Basket
Laundry day just got a lift with 
this chic hamper. Made from 
durable jute, this basket can do 
double duty as stylish storage 
anywhere in your home. 

2583 Carling Ave., Ottawa | 613.416.8668 
10 other locations in Ottawa, Orléans, 
Nepean and Kanata | dymon.ca  OH

9

8

7

26  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 1

style picks



NEW ENGLAND ASTER
(SYMPHYOTRICHUM NOVAE-ANGLIAE) 

One of the first fall flowers that comes 
to mind, New England asters are the 
backbone of many attractive fall borders. 
These reliable, native perennials form 
dense, fluffy mounds of white, purple, 
pink or blue flowers. Growing between 36 
and 72 inches and requiring moist soil and 
part shade to sun, they’re also extremely 
attractive to butterflies, particularly hungry 
monarchs looking for a meal along their 
fall migration path. 

DENIM ’N LACE 
RUSSIAN SAGE
(PEROVSKIA ATRIPLICIFOLIA)

The distinctive, lacy flower spikes of 
Russian sage can last for weeks, typically 
blooming at the end of the summer to 
early fall. I prefer this smaller 36-inch 
variety as it doesn’t require staking. The 
beautiful amethyst-coloured blooms 
begin slowly, and the flower colour gets 
more brilliant as the small blooms fully 
open. Mass planting is the best way to 
enjoy its frothy purple spikes, and it needs 
full sun and well-draining soil to look its 
best. It is yet another pollinator favourite. 
You may be noticing a theme here.

fall
BLOOMS

When we think of fall gardens, many of us often 
imagine ornamental grasses, the changing 
colour of leaves and perhaps some berries. 
Of course these are part of the beautiful 
autumn season but garden flowers should 
not be forgotten! Add some spice to your 
blooming borders and keep your flower show 
going right up until frost with these beauties. 

STORY MELANIE REKOLA
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NIPPON DAISY
(NIPPONANTHEMUM NIPPONICUM)

Sometimes called Montauk daisy, Nippon 
daisy is well-known for its late-season 
explosion of perky, white flowers. It grows 
from 18 to 36 inches and thrives in full sun. 
Nippon daisy blooms from August to frost 
as both the leaves and flowers are frost 
tolerant. The nectar-rich blooms will also 
lure colourful butterflies to your garden.

JAPANESE ANEMONE
(ANEMONE X HYBRIDA)

Elegant Japanese anemone blossoms 
are a welcome treat to the late summer 
and fall garden. With pretty leaves and 
blossoms borne on tall, slender stems, 
the showy pink or white flowers come 
in abundance once the plant has had 
some years to establish. It’s elegant in 
every stage – from tight round buds to 
spherical seed heads – and deserves 
a prominent place in the garden. 
Plant it in part shade to sun and give 
it enough moisture and you won’t be 
disappointed. Like many of the other 
fall-blooming perennials, this one is also 
known to attract butterflies. 

JOE-PYE WEED
(EUTROCHIUM PURPUREUM)

Perennials don’t get much tougher than 
Joe-Pye weed. This tall and rugged 
native Ontario plant can reach up to a 
towering seven feet, though there are 
some dwarf varieties including Baby Joe 
available. It can spread aggressively, 
so be mindful where you plant it. It 
produces handsome burgundy-green 
foliage and has large, showy heads 
of whitish-purple flowers in the late 
summer and fall. Butterflies and bees 
love these nectar-rich flowers. 

BLACK-EYED SUSAN
(RUDBECKIA HIRTA)

Likely one of the most popular 
wildflowers grown, native black-eyed 
Susans are a showstopper with their 
bright golden-yellow aura. These happy, 
daisy-like flower heads grow to about 
36 inches, are drought-tolerant and 
require full sun. A very low-maintenance 
native perennial whose blooms make a 
long-lasting cut flower, these are also an 
excellent food flower for many hungry 
garden pollinators. 

TOAD LILY
(TRICYRTIS HIRTA)

Unique and delicate, common toad lily 
blossoms appear much later than most 
other shade-loving plants. Reaching 24 
to 36 inches, these upright, intricate, 
orchid-like and speckled flowers will 
stop you in your tracks. There aren’t 
many plants that flower like these in 
shady situations. If you have a shade 
garden and need some fall flowers, this 
is the plant for you! 

STONECROP / SEDUM 
These rugged plants are virtually 
indestructible and come in a wide variety 
of shapes, sizes and colours. Sedums 
have fleshy foliage that make them super 
drought tolerant. Plant them in a sunny 
spot and stand back in awe. It’s the taller, 
upright varieties (growing 24 to 36 inches 
tall) that produce large flat heads of pink 
or red flowers through the late summer 
and fall. The nectar-rich blossoms attract 
all sorts of bees, butterflies and bird 
species. Some commonly seen fall-
blooming varieties are sedum Autumn 
Joy and sedum Matrona but new varieties 
are popping up every year.

Most of these gorgeous, autumn-blooming lovelies are food-flowers for bees, 
butterflies and other pollinators. Isn’t Mother Nature so clever, making these 
plants flower at exactly the time when many pollinators need them? Of course 
gardens are beautiful to look at but they are so much more than just good 
looks to a host of other creatures. Gardens are in fact beautiful, blooming 
ecosystems!  OH

Melanie is a certified horticulturist and landscape designer.
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 MEMORIES on the 
MADAWASKA

STORY HEATHER WRIGHT
PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

common for
homeowners 

to place their personal
stamp on a property,
but for Denis and
Debbie Cauvier,
expressing themselves
through their lovely
Burnstown home is the
fabric of the design.

“Your house should reflect you,” says Denis. 
“Vagrancies of fashion change, but you 
can have a timeless reflection of yourself 
with your home.” 

Nestled in a wooded lot on the banks of 
the Madawaska River, this home connects 
perfectly to its natural setting, with a calming 
palette of earth tones, rugged, textured 
tile, rich hardwood floors (installed by 
Mark MacDonald) and custom wood 
elements throughout (Calabogie Rustic 
Farm and Market). Continued on page 34

TOP LEFT: Denis and Debbie favour earth tones and textures, such as the 
rugged foyer tile. TOP RIGHT: The Cauviers started with Linwood’s Jasper 
model and customized it to their needs. ABOVE: The homeowners relax with 
Chris Fleming of Generation-3 Homes in their tiered yard.

Soaring windows in the great room provide
incredible views of the Madawaska River. 

It’s
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A tour of the Cauviers’ home is paired with an oral history of their 
now-grown family and their hobbies and interests, manifested in 
various furnishings and accent pieces strategically placed throughout. 

Their dining room table is subtly etched with their now-grown 
daughter’s math homework, and they have personal connections with 
the artists who created the paintings on the walls. A windowpane 
from the Arnprior hospital has meaning for Debbie and is the perfect 
accent piece on their stunning stone fireplace (Friendly Fires) in 
the great room.

The Cauviers incorporated natural materials harvested from the 
property to complement their décor, such as the striking sink in the 
powder room, carved from an undulating boulder. Wood cleared from 
the mature cedar grove where the home now sits was used for posts and 
flooring for the back deck and screened-in porch, board-and-batten 
siding on outbuildings and for closet shelving and floating shelves in 

the mudroom. “We don’t like to waste; we like 
things to do double duty,” says Debbie.

With the Cauviers’ experience in 
building homes (this is their fourth) and their 
established wish list for their forever home, 
they found a great match in project manager 
Chris Fleming of Generation-3 Homes, 
who specializes in Linwood Homes. Chris’s 
approach is intensely customer-centric, 
understanding how homeowners intend to 
use their spaces and how that translates into 
design and build elements.

“The Cauviers had a clear expectation 
of wants for their home, and they put the 
pressure on me to navigate those ideas into 
reality,” says Chris.

And the Cauviers agree that Chris rose to 
the challenge. “We had our own vision, and 
we went with our ideas. The support we had 
from Chris to bring that vision to life was 
exceptional,” explains Denis.

LEFT: Debbie feels earth tones are grounding, as 
seen in the mudroom. BELOW: The home office 
features dramatic angled ceilings, a common design 
element in Linwood homes.

ABOVE: The Cauviers were so enamoured with the Théo Mineault model 
kitchen that they purchased and customized it. LEFT: A sink cut from a 
boulder gives the powder room unique style.

Continued on page 36
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Linwood has a host of plans available online to initiate inspiration, 
but are very customizable. “Pick a plan that resonates with you, and 
customize it as you need,” says Denis. 

The Cauviers started with Linwood’s Jasper model and then 
made custom tweaks with the home office and loft areas on the 
second floor, kitchen, screened-in porch, stairway, front entrance, 
mudroom and garage.

The coolest customization in this home (located under the garage) 
is an authentic 460 sq. ft. medieval-style pub. Tucked in the corner is an 
impressive wine cellar, complete with frosted windows true to the era. 

Growing up in a military family and living in various locations in 
Europe as a child, Denis developed a fascination with castles. In his 
career as a professional speaker, trainer, consultant and best-selling 
author of 17 books, he travels extensively and has curated a collection 
of medieval swords and he simply “needed somewhere to hang them.” 
Hence, the pub.

TOP: The unique medieval-style pub is a favourite feature. ABOVE LEFT: Denis 
is a wine enthusiast and loves his wine cellar. LEFT: Debbie’s sunny sewing room 
occupies a bright corner of the walkout basement.

Continued on page 38
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Debbie also has space to house her passions. The bright walkout 
lower level houses her cosy sewing room for quilting, a hobby that 
began 12 years ago.

Some impressive design features add to the overall impact. The real 
showstopper on the open-concept main floor is the bank of floor-to-
ceiling windows (Jeld-Wen) that frame incredible views of the mighty 
Madawaska River. The Cauviers credit Chris for creating this picture-
perfect masterpiece by suggesting the home sit on a slight angle. The 

result is incredible views from the living room, as well as a lovely view 
up the river from the primary bedroom.

The kitchen has country farmhouse appeal, with light cabinetry (Théo 
Mineault) and earthy textured countertops (Expressive Granite). Just off 
the kitchen and dining areas is one of two screened porches (Sunspace by 
Carnegie Custom Sunrooms), creating space for the Cauviers to enjoy 
the nature that surrounds the home in comfort. The upper screened porch is 
home to a large dining table and the lower screened porch houses a hot tub.

LEFT: The landscaping benefits from  
a natural ridge on the lot. ABOVE: A 
wooden accent wall provides stylish 
space next to the hot tub.

Continued on page 40
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A screened-in hot tub is relaxing, no matter the
weather. LEFT: Cedar cleared from the land is 
utilized throughout the home incuding in the
upper-level screened porch. 

Call us for a FREE initial consultation and project overview.

.

calabogielinwood@outlook.com    613-852-2789   linwoodhomes.com

Custom home building made  
easy for over 50 years.

500+ Designs
Premium material Package

All the local expertise that you need.

Authorized distributor of
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The multi-generational experience and local connections of 
Generation-3 means they have the capacity to execute a home-build 
end-to-end, making the process more seamless for homeowners.

“As we take care of various stages of the build process, we always 
have our eye on the end result throughout, which creates opportunities 
for efficiencies,” says Chris.

The Cauviers loved the process and they love their home. 
The welcoming vibe is sweetly authentic, mostly because of the 
homeowners’ awareness of how the design and décor of their living 
space makes you feel. “Our home should be comfortable for us and 
anyone who comes to visit,” says Debbie.  OH

ABOVE: The home is positioned on an angle to capture river views 
from the primary bedroom. RIGHT: Denis and Debbie have curated 
and collected antique accents over the years. BELOW: Custom 
bunk beds in a cosy nook are a favourite with the grandchildren.
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As the glorious sun shines its warmth and light into our homes, 
we not only welcome Spring but anticipate the summer to come. 
After a long and difficult winter, the glorious snippets of sunshine 
and warmth brings hope and joy. Meteorologists have predicted 
that Ottawa will experience the “Hottest summer on record”! And 
although we eagerly await the summer season, one needs to act 
now to ensure that their homes are well prepared for the coming 
heat and the high Hydro bills that are sure to ensue. 

The Smart-Tech, innovative, Krumpers Solar Blinds are a brilliant 
option in window covering. The unique 2-sided design (summer/
winter, one simply turns the blinds around) will allow for a clear, 
unobstructed view while the summer side will reflect 72% of the 
heat from coming into your home as well as 98% UV protection. 
When turned to the winter position, Krumpers Solar Blinds will 
once again allow for a clear view while generating heat in direct 
light (2096 BTU’s an hour) but moreover will insulate the window 
with an R10.

Krumpers Solar Blinds helps set the tone for a bright, comfortable, 
and beautiful surrounding that is your home. Now more than 
ever our homes have become our “Happy Place”. Krumpers helps 
harness and gorgeously control the temperature of your home year-
round. Krumpers Solar Blinds are installed in the Feature Home of 
this issue of OUR HOMES magazine. 

The innovative technology from Krumpers Solar Blinds provides 
an unparalleled level of comfort and energy savings. Based on 
independent lab results, Krumpers Solar Blinds have illustrated to 
reduce cooling and heating costs by up to 42%. Furthermore, the 
level of comfort that one experiences with Krumpers Solar Blinds 
is beyond measure. 

Krumpers Solar Blinds are proudly made in Canada and have 
recently won the Scotiabank Ecoliving award as well as BMO’s 
Innovation of the year. The blinds allow the view to be the focal 
point of the room, not the window treatment. The blinds cost $41 
per square foot, and have a five-year unlimited warranty. They 
require only a wet cloth to wipe off dust and dirt. Krumpers also 
has engineered solutions for skylights, trapezoids, and rounded 
windows. “People just aren’t aware of the options and how 
financially prudent solar solutions can be,” says Ms. Livshits. Read 
customer reviews on http:// homestars.com, where Krumpers  
has a 98% Rating. To learn more call 613-864-4921 or visit  
www.krumpers.ca 

OUR HOMES Ottawa has secured a special discount for their 
readers for a limited time (until July 2021). Free installation and 
a 10% discount will be applied to all clients that mention this 
article. 
As they say at Krumpers – “Price is what you pay, value is what you get”. 

A Sleek All-Season Solution 

For more information please visit www.krumpers.ca or call 613-864-4921

O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E
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Energy efficient products were once brash and humble, the team 
at Krumpers Solar Blinds were able to elevate the humble blind 
beyond the boundaries of classical window covering. Utilizing 
cutting edge technology and the beautiful aesthetic of Mother 
Nature, the Krumpers team created a positive synergy of elegance, 
comfort and energy efficiency. “A team approach ensures that we 
deliver an exceptional product beyond expectations but moreover 
an experience of delight.” 

Your perfect view and your perfect light. Award winning 
Krumpers Solar Blinds are a cutting edge, smart-tech iteration of 
window blinds that allow windows to do what they were meant to 
do, bring in the view and the light, while insulating the windows to 
allow for energy efficiency and temperature control. 

Krumpers unique 2-sided design for summer / winter (one simply 
turns the blinds around) are a Canadian invention that has been 
manufacturing here in Ottawa for the past 13 years, garnering 
both national and local awards. Customer reviews rate Krumpers 
exceptional performance, aesthetic and customer service, year after 
year. Krumpers Solar Blinds have been lab tested and illustrate 
a reduction in heating and cooling costs by up to 41%. The lab 
results are proudly posted on Krumpers.ca website. 

So, take your breakfast, meeting or dinner with a side of stellar 
views and energy efficiency. Relish the moments in the sanctity 
and safety of your home, where you can take off your mask, take a 
deep breath and simply relax and enjoy. 

Spending more time at home means more time to enjoy your 
beautiful outdoor views. Our Krumpers Solar Blinds are crafted 
with specialized technical materials that diffuse light and provide 
98% UV protection for your furnishings, all without obstructing 
your spectacular surroundings. 

This year, we’re especially thankful for the comforts of home and 
everyone at Krumpers is committed to the safety protocols that go 
beyond the recommendations by public health. UV sterilization 
protocols for all components, PPE, regular deep cleaning and all 
staff has been double vacced.  

So this year, forget the halls and deck the windows with Krumpers 
Solar Blinds. Celebrate the season in style and warmth with 
Krumpers Solar Blinds. 

A 10% discount along with free installation has been secured by 
OUR HOMES Magazine for our readers. 

For more information please visit www.krumpers.ca or call 613-864-4921

O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E
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ROOM
GROWto STORY MICHELLE BERWICK

PHOTOGRAPHY LARRY ARNAL

The return of childhood: Prior to March 
2020, our kids were being pushed to 
their limits. Full-time school, homework 
and tutoring after school, sports, 
music lessons, martial arts, birthday 
parties every weekend. Bam! The 
pandemic hit. Finding ourselves at 
home for weeks at a time, the need for 
whimsy and daydreaming became a 
thing again. So we’re back to creating 
spaces for fun and creativity at home. 
Their bedrooms are a great place to 
start. Here are some of our favourite 
whimsical kids’ rooms.

Pretty
in Pink

A bedroom 
that is just as 
bright and 
special as the 
little one who 
gets to call 
either one of 
these spaces 
their own. 

RoomToGrow.indd   2 2021-08-12   3:11 PM

Continued on page 44

WHERE BOTH STYLE AND
FUNCTIONALITY MEET.
BRING YOUR DREAM KITCHEN, CLOSET OR MORE TO LIFE WITH OUR END-TO-END SOLUTIONS 
INCLUDING CONSULTATION, DESIGN, DELIVERY, AND A QUICK SEAMLESS INSTALLATION 
PROCESS. IF YOU CAN DREAM IT, WE CAN DESIGN IT #SPACEWELLUSED  

EXPERT DESIGN CONSULTANTS 
Specially trained to ensure each project is inspirational 
while complimenting your home and your life - a custom 
solution that can meet any scope and budget. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
We have a financing plan that will work for your 
budget. The process is simple, easy and convenient. 

11 OTTAWA LOCATIONS
COVENTRY ROAD | PRINCE OF WALES AT HUNT CLUB | KANATA CENTRUM
CARLING AT THE QUEENSWAY | GREENBANK AT HUNT CLUB | WALKLEY AT HERON
LINCOLN FIELDS | ORLÉANS | SOUTH KEYS | TRAIN YARDS | BARRHAVEN
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Michelle Berwick is an award-winning 
published designer and principal 
and creative founder of Michelle 
Berwick Design.

A bedroom fit for two. Sharing a bedroom can be a struggle, 
but if this were my room I’d be happy to share it!

Blue Heaven

A themed 
element adds a 
personal touch. 
Here we brought 
a sophisticated 
nod to a nautical, 
cottage vibe 
through small 
accessories 
that can easily 
change out as as 
tastes evolve.

This room is easy to accessorize with 
your child’s favourite things. Blue is the 
perfect backdrop to add personality. 

An outdoorsy mountain 
mural creates a serene 
and tranquil spot for 
growing up.

You can have a ton of fun 
creating a special place for your 
little one to grow up. Playing 
with colours, textures, wall decals 
and décor will set the stage for 
creativity to run wild and dreams 
to become endless.  OH

RoomToGrow.indd   3 2021-08-12   3:11 PM

613-225-2777
www.singhko.com

Creating spaces for 
the way you live.

Spherica  
Homes Inc.
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Fully custom to meet your needs.
Locally supplied to meet your schedule.

Premium quality for long term enjoyment.

CUSTOM CABINETRY
BY HOUSE OF FINE CARPENTRY

HOUSEOFFINECARPENTRY.COM
UNIT 5, 790 INDUSTRIAL AVE.  |  613.736.9930

@HOFCARPENTRY
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Owner, Bert Plomer

BEHIND THE NAME

This store originally opened as a china 
and crystal store on Bank Street. The 
name came about serendipitously when 
a passerby peered in the shop window 
and commented: It looks graceful in there. 
“After I heard that, I immediately knew that 
grace had to be included in the name,” 
says Bert. The name was first Grace Designs 
for Dining and when more food products 
and kitchenware were added it changed to 
Grace in the Kitchen.

WHAT’S POPULAR

“With the pandemic, people have spent a 
lot more time cooking and experimenting 
with new dishes, and are keen to invest in 
good kitchenware products. Bestsellers 
include knives, pots and pans,” says Bert.  OH

MUST-HAVES
A good knife is the best 
tool you can have in your 
kitchen. Grace in the 
Kitchen offers a variety 
of knives, from heavily 
weighted German blades 
to lighter, perfectly 
balanced Japanese knives. 
“Make sure the knife 
feels right in your hand,” 
says owner and founder 
Bert Plomer. Kosher salt, 
specifically the Diamond 
Crystal brand, is another 
kitchen essential.

THE PLACE

Kanata’s Grace in the Kitchen is the ultimate kitchen store, 
dedicated to providing culinary inspiration for amateur and 
seasoned home cooks alike. 

WHAT’S IN STORE

Grace in the Kitchen has an amazing range of high-quality 
cookware from Germany, France and Japan, with products like 
Staub cast iron, knives, frying pans and pot sets. They stock a 
wide selection of gadgets, home décor and gifts. Food products 
are also for sale, including specialty spices and dried peppers, 
local coffee beans, award-winning olive oils and vinegars, frozen 
entrées and more. In addition to a large showroom with general 
wares, there are two “shops within the shop” located at Grace 
in the Kitchen. Zwilling J.A. Henckels offers a large selection 
of their high-end cookware, and at the Serious Cheese shop, 
customers can purchase cheese from France, England, Sweden, 
Italy and Canada. Some of the top sellers are the Serious 
Cheese Truffle Brie made in house; Chateau de Bourgogne, a 
buttery, triple cream brie from France; and Grey Owl, an ashy 
goat cheese from Québec. Later this fall, Grace in the Kitchen 
is moving to a new home in Kanata. Although the storefront is 
changing, the offerings inside will remain the same.

THE

HEART
OF THE HOME

PHOTOGRAPHY ANNEMARIE GRUDEN

Owner, Bert Plomer

Get there 
442 Hazeldean Rd., Kanata  
(until November 1, 2021)
255 Kanata Ave., Kanata (after Nov. 1)
graceinthekitchen.ca | 613.521.4818
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Peanut Butter & Jelly
SANDWICH COOKIES

INGREDIENTS 
Makes 12 Cookies

2 cups raspberries, 
fresh or frozen 

½ cup unsalted butter, 
room temperature 

½ cup brown sugar

½ cup white sugar

1 cup peanut butter

1 large egg, 
room temperature

1 tsp vanilla extract

1 ½ cups all-purpose flour

¾ tsp baking powder

HOW-TO 

Prepare the raspberry filling. In 
a saucepan over medium heat, 
cook raspberries into a jam-like 
consistency. Press through a fine 
strainer to remove the seeds and 
return to the saucepan. Cook 
purée until thickened. Line a 
sheet pan with foil and spread the 
puree flat. Freeze for 30 minutes. 

Preheat the oven to 350ºF 
and line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. 

In a stand mixer fitted with the 
paddle attachment, cream the 
butter and sugars together. 
Add peanut butter and mix until 
combined. Add egg and vanilla 
and mix until combined. Add 
flour and baking powder and 
mix just until the dough comes 
together. 

Remove the frozen raspberry 
puree from the freezer and 
cut into 12 squares. Take a 
golf-ball-size piece of dough 
and split it in half. Flatten 
one half of the dough and 
place the raspberry puree in 
the middle. Cover with the 
remaining dough and form 
into a ball, ensuring that all 
of the raspberry puree is 
covered. Place on baking 
sheet and score the top by 
gently pressing down on the 
cookie with a fork. 

These cookies are quite big, 
so they will take a bit longer 
to cook. Bake for 15 minutes 
or until cookies begin to 
brown around the edges.  OH

RECIPE AND PHOTOS JENELLE MCCULLOCH

Your favourite childhood sandwich just became your 
new favourite cookie. Perfect for after-school snacks, 
these PB & J cookies are your classic peanut butter 
cookie with a tangy raspberry filling. They’ll bring 
back childhood memories and create new ones.

1

3

2

4

5

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

PeanutButterAndJellySandwichCookies.indd   1.5 pg 2021-08-10   3:15 PM
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Cookie jars, long synonymous with doting 
grandmothers in flour-dusted aprons, have 
found their place in nearly every kitchen, 
regardless of whether the cookies inside 
are from scratch or a package.

 While millennials clamour to the 
romantic ideal of cottagecore, Gen Xers 
prominently display Star Wars stormtrooper 
and Death Star cookie jars alongside shiny 
espresso machines and living green walls.

From skulls to pineapples, vintage 
to Tuscan, cookie jars are nostalgic and 
timeless with a magnetic attraction. Andy 
Warhol fell prey to the captivating designs 
with more than 175 ceramic jars in his 
coveted collection. Just how many jars 
are acceptable for one kitchen counter? 
How does one choose between the vintage 
VW camper or smiling chihuahua? Kitsch 
features largely along with throwbacks 
to Smokey Bear, the Pillsbury Doughboy, 
Little Lulu and every Disney character 
you can recall. 

COOKIE CRUSH

STORY JULES TORTI

Children and dogs have one superpower in 
common. Both have the uncanny ability to sniff 

out a cookie jar at 50 paces, even if the jar is 
located out of their field of vision.

THE BITE-SIZE HISTORY
OF COOKIE JARS

KURT S. ADLER INC.: I Love Lucy 
“Chocolate Is A Girl’s Best Friend” Cookie Jar

BIOWORLD CANADA INC.: 
Star Wars Boba Fett, Star 
Wars Darth Vader Limited 
Edition and Peanuts 
Snoopy Doghouse Sculpted 
Ceramic Cookie Jars

CookieCrush.indd   2 2021-08-12   3:18 PM

Continued on page 52
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issued by Quaker Oats in the 1940s remain 
highly sought-out Black memorabilia items 
by the public and museum collectors alike 
since the recent branding change to Pearl 
Milling Company.

McCoy Pottery of Roseville, Ohio, and 
American Bisque of West Virginia are touted 
as foundational companies in the cookie jar 
movement, with the earliest kitchenware 
design appearing in 1929 by another Ohio 
manufacturer: Brush Pottery Company. 
American Bisque designs are easily recognized 
as the company specialized in generic clowns, 
Dutch girls and boys, grannies and chefs. 

Jump ahead several decades to the 80s 
and the innovative scheme by Kraft to market 
peanut butter jars that could be repurposed 
as cookie holders. The bear head-shaped glass 

Edible history traces the invention of 
biscuit jars (or barrels) to the 18th century and 
jolly old England. Glass, metal and stoneware 
varieties evolved into more creative ceramic 
options. The designs began simplistically with 
floral embellishments or images of fruit and 
vegetables. With innovation, the jars took on 
the form of animals and popular characters. 
Post-war, companies decided to take a bite out 
of the growing popularity by incorporating 
advertising onto tins. Cookie tins and jars 
were becoming collectible, and for brands 
that had nothing to do with cookies – like 
Harley-Davidson or Coca-Cola – the tins were 
a surreptitious way to imprint.

With history comes controversy, as cookie 
jars were a popular outlet for stereotypical 
racial caricatures. McCoy Aunt Jemima jars 

jars topped with a plastic green lid (or red, for 
the crunchy-PB devout) are iconic, right down 
to their jaunty bowties. Whether the jars were 
filled to their brims with cookies or coins, 
both were an ideal investment. To boot, Kraft’s 
classic three-ingredient cookies (1 egg, 1/2 cup 
of sugar and 1 cup of Kraft Smooth Peanut 
Butter) continues to provide an entry-level 
recipe for kids and newbies to attempt with a 
high-level of success. 

Cookie jars are sentimental, purposeful and 
a whimsical way to showcase your interests 
and style. The options are so niche that they 
can be an ideal, unexpected housewarming 
gift. You can actually find a Mr. T-inspired 
cookie jar for your in-law who is a rabid 
A-Team fan. Don’t forget to fill the jar with 
cookies for the ultimate surprise, though!  OH

Vintage American Bisque Pottery Co. 
Smiling Cow Cookie Jar 

Vintage McCoy 
Raggedy Ann Cookie Jar 

Vintage Bartlett Collins Glass 
Lidded Cookie Jar

Vintage McCoy “Cookies” Cookie Jar

Vintage Coca-Cola Cookie Jar
Vintage McCoy 
Coffee Grinder Cookie Jar 

Vintage Eden Toys Inc. 
Paddington Bear Cookie Jar

All vintage cookie jar images are courtesy of
etsy.com/ca/shop/TrinketsnTreasuresBC

CookieCrush.indd   3 2021-08-12   3:18 PM

Taste the difference
The Appliance Gallery on Bank

The venue where you can try, taste and buy.

Miele Gallery & Gaggenau Studio

Personalised expertise next door in the 
comfort and luxury of our kitchens.
Showroom offering more than 

110 home appliances.

Conveniently located at Bank and Gladstone.

433 Bank Street, Ottawa
613-695-9944 

showroom@galleryonbank.ca

GALLERYONBANK.CA
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BARWOOD
FLOORING
ONE MAIN LOCATION TO SERVE YOU:
155 Colonnade Road S, NEPEAN  |  T: 613-225-0296
www.barwoodflooring.com
 

“Flooring for life.”

Celebrating over 50 years of excellence,  
Barwood Flooring is Ottawa’s Premier  
leading flooring specialist. 
Our Showroom, located in Nepean,  
will mesmerize you with a wide array of the 
finest quality of flooring selections such as 
HARDWOOD, CORK, LAMINATE, LEATHER, 
HAND-SCRAPED, ENGINEERED, VINYL,  
STAIR REFACING to reflect your home’s 
sophistication and to suit every style and 
budget. Our sales consultants are highly 
knowledgeable with our products and will 
respond to any of your questions.  
Estimates are FREE.  
Our warehouse is a humidity-controlled 
environment, unique in Ontario. 

Red Oak 
Natural Collection
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FEELING ZenSTORY SUSAN SYKES
PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

After almost two years, dozens 
of showings and 10 – yes, 10 
– failed offers, Mitchell Ethier 
and Alexandra Christie had to 
concede defeat in their search for 
a move-in ready home. It seemed 
it just wasn’t in the cards.

Disappointed and frustrated, the couple credits their realtor, Anthony 
Johnston of Sutton Group, Ottawa Realty, for convincing them to 
consider the possibilities of a major renovation. At first, Mitchell was firmly 
against taking on a fixer-upper, but he eventually warmed up to the idea of 
creating a space that would be exactly what they wanted.

Once they found the right home in the heart of bustling Centretown, 
Alexandra and Mitchell turned to intern architect and designer Michelle 
McKenna to bring their dream home to life. Formerly divided into two 
apartments, the home’s layout was choppy and cramped. By removing all the 
walls on the main floor, Michelle was able to create the highly functional open-
concept space that was at the top of Alexandra’s wish list. Continued on page 56

It’s hard to imagine, but this free-flowing
home used to be separated into two

apartments. RIGHT: Bold tonal artwork 
welcomes guests in the foyer. BELOW 

RIGHT: This charming Centretown home 
went through a complete reinvention.
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Plans in hand, the homeowners engaged 
ARTium Design Build Renovations 
to handle the extensive construction. The 
project was scheduled to begin in early 2020 
when everything came to a sudden halt due to 
pandemic-related shutdowns.

Once the project eventually got underway, 
it took much longer than anticipated as 
the ARTium team, led by President Norm 
Lecuyer, navigated material shortages and 
ever-changing protocols and restrictions.

“It wasn’t anyone’s fault, but it was still 
frustrating,” says Mitchell. “Norm was 
transparent and kept us updated through all 
the delays, which really helped.” By late 2020, 
however, the project was complete – and the 
end result was well worth the wait.

Light spills into the compact-but-
functional foyer through the frosted glass 
front door from Scheel Window & Door. 
Alexandra and Mitchell’s aesthetic is 
both minimalist and eclectic, a blending 
of styles that represents a middle ground 
for the couple.

The décor and finishes draw heavily from Scandinavian and 
Japanese design, inspired by the couple’s extensive travels. The home’s 
palette is predominantly neutral, layered with texture and a strategic 
use of colour. An extensive collection of original artworks from Studio 
Sixty Six features numerous local and Canadian artwork.

“It’s not your standard look and feel,” says Norm. “I love that their 
personality shines through.”

From the living room at the front of the home, the sightline is 
clear through the kitchen and dining area to the cosy lounging space 

at the back. Wide-plank hardwood flooring from Logs End is used 
throughout, its natural stain adding character and warmth.

Connecting the living room and dining area, the inviting kitchen 
features rich walnut cabinetry by Ottawa Valley Kitchens topped 
with white quartz countertops from Mountain Granite. The 
expansive central island seats four, providing plenty of space for guests 
to gather when entertaining. The built-in refrigerator and dishwasher 
keep things streamlined, letting the home’s original gas range 
take centre stage.

ABOVE: Mitchell and Alexandra are pictured in the living room with their furry family – Jasper, Yuki and 
Shadow. BELOW: Some original details remain in this ultra-modern home, such as this bank of windows.

Walnut cabinetry is in perfect contrast to the
sleek island and countertops. BELOW LEFT:

Built-in appliances aid in creating a clean look.
CENTRE: The dining room is minimalist, yet

incredibly inviting and warm. RIGHT: Mitchell
and Alexandra spent time in Japan, as
reflected in their accent choices here.

Continued on page 58

ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 1   |  5756  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 1

home & builder



Tucked off to the side of the dining area, 
the dark and moody powder room has real 
wow factor. Alexandra jokes that the boldly 
patterned wallpaper and side-lit mirror are 
perfect for taking bathroom selfies.

Colour also comes into play in the 
gallery room, aptly named by Mitchell for 
its numerous pieces of gilt-framed artwork. 
Deep green paint offers a visual break and 
contrast to the white walls in the rest of the 
home. The fireplace from Protech Inc. is 
the focal point here, its facade finished in a 

combination of linear tile from Euro Tile & 
Stone and yakisugi from charclad, which 
is charred wood crafted using a traditional 
Japanese technique.

The staircase to the second floor presented 
a design conundrum. The couple did not plan 
to change it, but reconsidered when they 
realized it would be the only thing untouched 
by the renovation. Ultimately, they seized 
the opportunity to turn it into a feature by 
opening the lower wall and installing bold, 
dark-stained custom spindles and railings.

Continued on page 60

TOP LEFT: The tile fireplace stands out 
against rich green walls. TOP RIGHT: 
The oversize island is perfect for 
hosting and hanging out. ABOVE LEFT: 
A social commentary series adorns the 
walls of the aptly named Gallery Room. 
ABOVE RIGHT: The dark powder 
room gets a boost from boldly printed 
wallpaper.
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Another unique Japanese element can be 
found upstairs, in the spa-inspired primary 
bath. The bathroom’s centrepiece is a bathtub 
made from hinoki wood that Mitchell says 
was his “no-movement clause.” He had his 
heart set on incorporating the piece, which 
reinforces the minimal Zen feel the couple 
wanted for the space. Heated tile floors, a 
spacious shower and generous double vanity 
feature clean lines and simple finishes that add 
to the overall sense of calm.

The adjacent primary bedroom is spacious 
and bright, offering the homeowners a 
welcome sanctuary to rest and recharge. 
Down the hall, the second bedroom welcomes 
guests with soft millennial pink walls. 
Another well-appointed bathroom completes 
the upper level, featuring a crisp navy vanity 
that contrasts beautifully with warm brass 
hardware and fixtures. Continued on page 62

TOP LEFT: The primary bath is spa-like, with a rainfall 
shower, wide tiles and a unique Japanese tub. LEFT: 
The muted colour palette continues in the primary 
bath, relying on artwork for contrast. ABOVE: The 
wide-planked hardwood is warm and stylish in the 
primary bedroom.

613.692.2202  |  www.rebelpetal.com
5532 Manotick Main Street, Manotick

LIKE + FOLLOW for all the pretty!

April 16th to December 24th

The Perrault Family welcomes you to our winery  
located South of the charming village of Navan. 

Come and taste a great selection of wine at our tasting bar.
We offer whites, reds, a rosé and a wonderful dessert wine.

The Art of Renovation 

Exceptional Design Build Renovations Since 1999 

Winner of CHBA National Award of Housing Excellence 

Design Studio by Appointment Only
2853 Carp Road, Ottawa K0A 1L0  

www.artiumdesignbuild.com
info@artiumdesignbuild.com

613-836-0306 
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The complete overhaul of this home was 
no small undertaking, but jobs like this are 
ARTium’s specialty. “We embrace the dance 
of form and function,” says Norm. “For us, 
it’s critical to respect the design intent while 
building a solid home to today’s standards. 
It requires a lot of restructuring and creative 
thinking, and above all it is a team effort.”

As for Mitchell and Alexandra, they are 
thrilled with the transformation and can’t 
say enough about the entire team that helped 
them overcome a crazy real estate market and 
a global pandemic to end up with the perfect 
place to call home.  OH

TOP RIGHT: A vibrant vanity grabs the eye in the 
secondary bathroom. ABOVE: Dubbed The Pink 
Room, this room is cheery with its subtle colouring. 
RIGHT: Mitchell and Alexandra make the most of 
the space in the primary bedroom with a cosy home 
office tucked off to the side.

1984Installing handrails in the Greater Ottawa region for over 30 years.
 new home builds | home renovations

613.727.0680   |   ottawavalleyhandrailing.ca 
846 Churchill Ave. N.

OVA_full_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-23   1:47 PM
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Make your next home project a winner with advice 
from these local experts.

homerun

PHOTOGRAPHY ANNEMARIE GRUDEN

RANDALL’S HOME 
IMPROVEMENT & 
DESIGN SPECIALISTS
Randall’s Home Improvement & Design 
Specialists is the go-to place for quality paints 
and stains, with the ability to match any colour. 
They also specialize in custom blinds, shutters, 
side panels, drapes and sheers and are the largest 
independent Hunter Douglas dealer in the 
region. Customers can also select from designer 
wallpapers and fabrics, flooring, countertops 
and kitchen and bathroom hardware with the 
support of a knowledgeable team of specialists.

IN-HOUSE DECORATORS
Our experienced decorators offer fresh eyes to 
evaluate your space and present ideas you may 
not have considered, ensuring you’ll get the most 
value and pleasure from your home. The scope 
includes colour consults, window treatments, 
fabric selection, upholstery, wallpaper, furniture 
selection and placement, lighting, flooring, 
kitchen and bathroom countertops and hardware. 

WHAT’S TRENDING 
Designer-banded window shades for their light-
control versatility and clean look. Sleep quality has 
become a top priority for health and well-being 
and having a completely dark room can help 
ensure a great sleep. Blackout and noise-reducing 
blinds come in many different colours and fabrics.

Marc Pilon

“Painting is the easiest  
and most affordable way  
to transform your home.”

Continued on page 66
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KITCHENS & BATHROOMS FIRST
Kitchens & Bathrooms First has been providing turnkey kitchen and bathroom 
renovations in the Ottawa area for almost two decades and are proud of their A+ 
rating with the Better Business Bureau. They offer comprehensive solutions from 
initial design and product and colour selections to the renovation itself. They also 
have a wide selection of kitchen and bathroom products competitively priced 
for those who DIY.

BATHROOM TRENDS
Beautiful granite and quartz 
countertops. Black matte finishes. 
Gold is the new brass. Large format 
tiles on both floors and walls 
provide a sleek and sophisticated 
feel. High-tech showering systems 
are on the rise and statement  
tubs are adding a bolder look to 
larger bathrooms.

Bob Steele

“Our customers trust Kitchens & Bathrooms First because  
we provide them with peace of mind.”

THE APPLIANCE 
GALLERY ON BANK
A visit to this bright and spacious gallery 
sets the stage for inspiration, with the 
support of a team of seasoned professionals 
with more than 30 years of experience in 
culinary products and services. Over the last 
12 years, they have earned an unparalleled 
reputation for understanding clients’ needs 
and providing exceptional customer service, 
one client at a time.

WHAT’S TRENDING
Built-in and smart connected appliances 
are attracting attention. Built-in appliances 
enhance any kitchen design and elevate your 
style. Connected appliances, where your 
phone is your user manual, are fun, flexible 
and efficient.

France Gascon

“The Appliance Gallery on 
Bank: Taste the difference.”

MOST POPULAR WITH HOME COOKS 
Our clients love our combi-steam ovens from Miele or 
Gaggenau. A combi-oven uses steam heat and convection 
heat to cook foods at the precise temperature, resulting 
in juicier, higher-quality dishes. As a combi-oven utilizes 
three different cooking methods (steam, convection and 
combination), it replaces the traditional steamer and 
convection oven units.

RENO SUCCESS 
Consult a knowledgeable kitchen 
and bathroom designer/renovator 
to consider the design and 
construction possibilities within the 
context of your budget. Planning 
ahead in detail is your best path to 
a successful renovation. To avoid 
pitfalls, be sure the significant 
details of your plans are fully 
documented and communicated 
before you start.

Continued on page 68
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LAPENSÉE 
MATTRESSES
Since 1902, Lapensée Mattresses has been a 
leader in mattress manufacturing and sales 
in the Ottawa region. This fourth-generation 
family business is now headed by Valérie 
Lapensée and her brother Pascal. With 
specialized machinery for the manufacturing 
of mattresses, they are proud to offer best-
in-class products in several stores across the 
region, where customers can also browse 
bedding, accents, bedframes and more.

TRICKS OF  
THE TRADE
We offer the best night’s 
sleep by doing constant 
research and development 
and listening to the needs 
of our clients. Every 
mattress is made with 
state-of-the-art materials 
and is suited to your needs 
and your budget.

THE RIGHT MATTRESS 
Good sleep is essential to good health and 
if you are not sleeping well lately, it could be 
because of your mattress. Studies show that 
most people overlook how a good mattress 
can improve their quality of life.

Valérie Lapensée 

“Lapensée Mattresses 
believes everyone 
deserves a good, 
restful night’s sleep.”

BENEFITS OF  
SOLAR BLINDS 
Krumpers Solar Blinds 
reduce heating and cooling 
needs by up to 41 per cent 
and feature a two-sided 
design for summer and 
winter application. The 
summer side is solar-
reflective and will keep 
out 76 per cent of the heat 
coming into your home, 
along with 98 per cent UV 
protection. In the winter 
you simply turn the blinds 
around and they act as 
passive solar collectors 
generating heat in direct 
sunlight.  OH

KRUMPERS  
SOLAR BLINDS
Manufactured in Ottawa, Krumpers 
Solar Blinds are a unique Canadian 
smart-tech product that has won 
several national awards, including 
the ScotiaBank Ecoliving Award 
and BMO’s Innovation of the 
Year award. These solar blinds 
let you enjoy the view without 
compromising on energy efficiency 
or comfort. In addition to traditional 
shapes and sizes, Krumpers can 
engineer solutions for odd-shaped 
windows and skylights.

DÉCOR TIPS
Add value anywhere in the home 
where you have an issue with heat or 
cold and where the light and the view 
are important. We recommend doing 
your critical areas first, creating the 
most comfort and style where you will 
see the most benefit.

“At Krumpers we believe that 
price is what you pay and 
value is what you get.”

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

Diana Livshits

Valérie Lapensée
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Birds, Lizards and Fish
For other pets like birds, lizards, fish or any type of creature that requires a 
cage or tank, don’t try to work around them, work with them. Treat this as an 
opportunity to get creative and design with intent and purpose. A client’s 
daughter wanted her songbird in the living room next to the piano, so we 
looked for a beautiful antique cage and painted it white to match the overall 
tone of the space. Having it hung with a custom chain next to the grand 
piano created a beautiful vignette. Fish tanks or aquariums can be beautiful 
as well, especially when integrated into millwork. If you are able to customize 
in any way, it’s well worth the money.

When it comes to designing any space, it’s easier to go with the flow and 
embrace the challenges, using them as a gateway to spark innovation and 
creativity. This is especially true when designing a home with pets. You can 
have a beautiful home with pets, it just takes a little planning, strategizing 
and thoughtful material selection. Pets are an integral part of our families 
because they often add the most important ingredient to designing a truly 
welcoming home – love.  OH

Dogs
Dogs are probably the most 
common pets in homes, 
because really, what’s not to 
love? What other member 
of your family will greet you 
with the same level of vigour 
and excitement after simply 
checking the mail? However, 
from a design perspective, 
dogs come with plenty of 
challenges. Consider paw 
prints, drool, general stains, 
shedding of hair and furniture 
chewing. When selecting 
fabrics with a dog in mind, 
focus on performance, 
colour and pattern to visually 
camouflage as much as 
you can. Consider using a 
medium-to-darker-toned fabric 
(greys, earth tones or navy), 
a print or a subtle heathered 
texturing as these have natural 
camouflaging properties for 
your heavy-use pieces. 

Homeowners face the challenge of 
finding ways to live in a space they 
want with the realities they face. 
Yes, most of the beautiful homes we see online 
and in magazines are art-directed and styled. 
They’re meant to be aspirational, but the realities 
of day-to-day living are not always captured – 
makeshift work-from-home stations, designing 
for toddlers, teenagers and of course, living with 
pets. Good design always stems from function. A 
home’s design direction needs to be sustainable 
and stand up to how it’s used. When designing 
a home with pets, work with their needs, not 
against them. Here are some tips and tactics 
to keep your space looking its best while still 
housing your favourite friends.

Pet-Friendly
BY DESIGN

STORY LOUIS DUNCAN-HE   |   PHOTOGRAPHY HEATHER DUNBAR

Cats
Compared to dogs, cats don’t usually make 
as much of an obvious mess, as they tend 
to be a little more agile and are more likely 
to be inside. But what they lack in brute 
strength and chaos, they more than make 
up for in the sheer carnage they can cause 
by tearing into your furniture with their 
claws. When designing for cats, focus on the 
texture and weave of the fabric as opposed 
to the hue (granted, darker colours tend to 
hide stains better). Cats love any type of 
fabric they can literally sink their claws into. 
Broader weaves, rattan or macrame are not 
your friends. Instead, opt for tighter and 
more condensed fabrics like velvet, suede, 
microfiber or other synthetics like acrylic, 
polyester or nylon. They will be harder to 
scratch without ample grip. Keep your cats 
away from the furniture by having a spray 
bottle handy – this will help to teach them 
their limits.

Louis Duncan-He, founder and principal 
of Louis Duncan-He Designs, is an 
award-winning Canadian designer.

Pet-FriendlyByDesign.indd   DPS 2021-08-13   8:52 PM
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WITH SWEEPING 
VIEWS OF THE 
RIDEAU CANAL,
FLOOR-TO-CEILING
WINDOWS AND 
CRISP WHITE
FURNISHINGS, THIS
CONDOMINIUM IS
A GEM IN THE HEART 
OF OTTAWA.     Continued on page 74

STORY BRIANNE SMITH |  PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

CANAL
living

Accents from Cadieux 
Interiors add visual interest 
in the open living space.
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Designed by Barry Hobin and built in 2019 by Roca Homes, the 
residence is one of 18 luxury condos in the Central Ottawa complex, just 
steps away from the hustle and bustle of Bank Street. 

The homeowners commissioned Ottawa-based designer Susan 
Bryson of Susan Bryson Interior Design to pick furnishings 
and lighting that best represented their aesthetic and lifestyle, while 
highlighting the beautiful views of nature beyond. 

Well-known in the Ottawa design community for her elegant yet edgy 
interiors, Susan says the project stands out as one of her favourites because 
of the homeowners’ willingness to hand her so much creative control.

“The homeowners were very open to my design aesthetic and my 
concepts,” she says. “They were coming from a traditional home in 
Rockcliffe so this was an opportunity to start with a fresh canvas. A 
few pieces of treasured art and their beloved grand piano were the 
only things that made it into the new design scheme.” 

Before launching her interior design business more than 10 
years ago, Susan worked as an international fashion model and 
television commercial actress. The industry, the places she travelled 
to and the hotels she stayed in have all served as inspiration for her 
design career. Continued on page 76

TOP LEFT: The living room is 
undeniably sleek, with black 
built-ins enriching the vibe. LEFT: 
An elegant piano is one of the only 
pieces the homeowners retained 
from their previous home.

The terrace extends the living space in style 
with lovely views of the Rideau Canal.
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In creating a modern yet elegant feel, 
Susan opted for a palette of mostly white 
with hints of grey and wood tones. She used 
silver accents, glass and sleek light fixtures to 
add sophistication and glamour to the Glebe 
residence. Of note is the striking wave-like 
pendant that grabs the eye over the dining 
table in the open main floor. 

White brings a calm serenity to the space, 
making those who enter feel instantly at ease. 
For Susan, white was a tactical choice.

“There’s so much going on outside the 
windows; it was nice to have that sense of 
calm inside,” Susan explains. 

This colour theme is carried through the 
entire three-bedroom condo, with strategic 
supportive style. A bold all-black powder 
room is dramatic; the wallpaper in the 
front foyer gives the illusion of texture, and 
contributes subtle subtext to the décor.

In the kitchen, soft grey cabinets (Astro 
Design Centre) pair elegantly with a white-
and-grey marble island (Euro Tile & Stone), 
crisp white linen bar stools and silver accents. 
For homeowners who love to entertain, 
the kitchen is a focal point and gathering 
space to share and make memories. The 
uninterrupted sightlines from the kitchen that 
extend through the living areas to outdoors 
are incredible.

The open-concept floor plan allows for 
easy flow between the main living spaces. In 
the living room, black built-in shelves stand 
out against soft neutrals. A large terrace just 
off of the living room provides a tranquil 
escape where the homeowners can watch the 
ever-present foot and bike traffic along the 
canal below. The dreamy terrace includes an 
entertaining area with a firepit. The primary 
bedroom also has terrace access, with a 
private lounging area.

RIGHT: The foyer hints at the elegance that 
awaits inside. Floral arrangement by Flowers Talk 
Tivoli. BELOW: Floor-to-ceiling windows permit 
stunning sight lines.

Continued on page 78

Less is more in this 
minimalist but highly 
functional kitchen.

Chic white cabinetry offers a hint of
gloss in the kitchen, contributing to the

brightness of the space.
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Susan’s favourite feature is the white tufted channel bed found in the 
principal bedroom. Stretching from wall to wall, the custom headboard 
gives the room a sense of grandeur while at the same time instills 
a soft balance. 

“I just love how it looks so sleek,” says Susan.
A passionate enthusiast of character homes, Susan has been 

commissioned to work on many in the Ottawa area. For her, the newly 
constructed condo offered an exciting opportunity to work in a 
modern, untouched space – very different from her usual projects. 

“I love working in the older homes in Ottawa that have classic 
architectural details and putting contemporary or sculptural wow 
elements into an older environment,” she says. “This condo was a really 
nice change in opportunity for me, to work in a more contemporary 
shell and put in very sleek furnishings.”

RIGHT: This white bed is one 
of Susan’s favourite features 
in the primary bedroom. 
BELOW: Textured wallpaper 
is used in a number of rooms 
to add dimension, such as 
here in the powder room.

Continued on page 80

“There’s so
much going
on outside
the windows;
it was nice
to have that
sense of
calm inside.”
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*Sample suite: 1496 Sq.Ft.

Howard Grant, 1024 McGarry Terrace

PREMIUM APARTMENTS TO RIVAL CONDO LIVING 
NOW LEASING ACROSS OTTAWA!

LÉPINE APARTMENTS OFFERS YOU A HOME IN WHICH TO ENJOY 
LIFE TODAY WHILE YOU PLAN FOR A BRIGHTER TOMORROW. 

Quality Apartments from 740-1500 Sq.Ft.

CALL 
TODAY!

Rent Includes:
24/7 concierge security, 
six appliances, heating, 
air conditioning, hot 
water, window coverings, 
locker and bicycle 
storage, �tness centre, 
saltwater pool, yoga 
studio, sauna, reception 
hall, entertainment 
lounge, and public 
terraces with barbecues.

1024 McGarry Terrace Quality Apartments from 740-1500 Sq.Ft.

LepineApartments.com

1.888.4LEPINE

BOOK A LEASING APPOINTMENT TODAY  |  LepineApartments.com  |  1.888.4LEPINE

Enjoy suite dreams: 
Beautiful views, soft sunlight, and 
rich maple accents make your suite 
the perfect place to unwind.

Experience re�nement: 
Entertain guests in your gourmet kitchen 
equipped with sleek appliances, granite 
countertops, and vast pantries.

LÉPINE LOCATIONS: KANATA, OVERBROOK, BARRHAVEN, CARLETON PLACE, RENFREW

Save money: 
No maintenance fees, 
property taxes, or mortgage 
interest fees.
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True to her aesthetic, the homeowners 
happily accepted Susan’s suggestions of 
adding bold accents and pops of colour 
to the residence. The guest bedroom put 
Susan’s creative freedom to the test where she 
decided to pair a funky black-and-white Kelly 
Wearstler wallpaper with neutral furnishings 
and orange accents. 

“It’s a small room, so I was looking for some 
sort of pop in there and also a way to make 
it feel bigger,” she says. “I always find having 
wallpaper on the end wall is a great way to 
draw the eye to the end of the room and make 
the room feel bigger.”

In undertaking such a large project like this 
canal condo, Susan stresses the importance 
of building a strong, trusting relationship 
with her clients.

“There has to be a connection, and 
definitely a trust,” she says. “Ultimately, I 
want my clients to feel joyful, calm and happy 
in their homes. For me it is the thoughtful 
combination of elements together that create 
the energy in the room. This is where the 
magic happens!”  OH

ABOVE: Susan appreciates the creative control that 
her clients awarded her to create a stunning home. 
TOP RIGHT: The main bathroom is sleekly styled 
with neutral colours. RIGHT: The large terrace winds 
around the condo, featuring a conversation area with 
fire table.

Designer Susan Bryson

613-688-2800
urbanstairs.com
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your renovation there’s no substitute for a 

decorator or designer. Find one near you 

with DDA Canada’s directory.

ddac
anad

a.co
m/find

-a-de
cora

torHindsight is great, however when it comes 

to your renovation there’s no substitute 

for a decorator or designer. Find one near 

you with DDA Canada’s directory.

https://ddacanada.com/directories/

find
-a-d

eco
rato

r-an
d-de

sign
er/

     
613.898.5940  |  greenmarkbuilders.com

3 6 t h  A N N U A L

Building homes on 
the strongest 
foundation.

Trust.
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BLUEPRINT HOME
Blueprint Home has been part 
of the Ottawa landscape since 
1999. Nestled in the trendy 
Wellington West Village they 
offer fresh, elegant, mid-
century or modern style for 
your home. A boutique effect 
specializing in personal care 
and guidance, this urban shop 
can change the way you live 
your life at home. Whether you 
are seeking decorating advice 
or looking for the perfect sofa, 
Blueprint has the solutions. 
For over 22 years the team at 
Blueprint have been working 
to bring your interior design 
dreams to life. Whether you 
are choosing a sofa, sectional, 
dining or bedroom, their 
experienced design team will 
search for the perfect fit. Their 
dreamy pillows, blankets, and 
decorative tray selection is like 
no other in the city. Whether 
you are re-imagining your 
home or home away from 
home they will work with you 
to add all the personal touches 
that make your home amazing. 
Recently Blueprint launched 
eCommerce on their website 
for a window into their world 
and well worth a visit.  
1301 Wellington St W, Ottawa
613.761.1289
info@blueprinthome.com
blueprinthome.com
(Please see ad on pg 23)

CLARO CABINET 
MANUFACTURING
Why choose Claro Cabinet 
Manufacturing? We are 
known for quality millwork and 
meticulous attention to detail 
which is why Claro Cabinet 
Manufacturing is your trusted 
source for residential renovation 
projects. Designers and 
architects in and around Ottawa 
know that their order will be 
ready for installation before they 
are even needed. Your product 
will be waiting for you, not the 
other way around. From custom 
kitchen and bathroom cabinets 
to custom mantels, bookcases 
or built-ins, we will work with 
you to understand your needs 
and build to your specifications, 
budget and deadline.

Our commercial clients 
know us for quality reception 
and waiting areas, restaurants 
or retail spaces. Our prices 
are affordable and we stand 
behind our work. We do not 
subcontract. That is our promise!

Backed by over 30 years of 
learning and perfecting the 
art of custom cabinetmaking 
and millwork, Claro Cabinet 
Manufacturing is the best 
solution for your custom 
projects. Our lean manufacturing 
process keeps our production 
moving in an efficient manner. 
We have a unique process that 
allows us to handle large volume 
projects, too. 

Quotes are provided in days, 
not weeks. Put us to the test, you 
will not be disappointed!
613.448.8888 
clarocabinet.com
(Please see ad on pg 5)

ZENITH QUARTZ
Zenith Quartz is focused on 
creating beautiful, timeless quartz 
surfaces with advanced materials. 
Stop by the Nepean showroom 
to browse the massive full slabs, 
or check out the samples at local 
renovation shops across Ottawa 
and Montreal. Several hand-picked 
designs form collections covering 
themes from clean, modern lines, to 
warm natural granite patterns, and 
realistic, timeless Calacatta marbling. 
Some of our favourite designs 
feature translucent veining and 
patterns, allowing the stone to be 
backlit with a warm, ultra-luxe glow.

The countertop is arguably 
the most essential aspect of 
your kitchen, adding value and a 
long-term investment to your home. 
Zenith offers a lifetime warranty on 
their quartz surfaces, which is sure to 
inspire confidence when selecting 
the stone for your dream kitchen. 

If you are selling and looking to 
add some value to your home before 
it switches hands, adding a quartz 
countertop provides ample return 
on investment, and Zenith quartz 
has a range of options well-suited to 
help you get that quick sale. 

Zenith quartz is Greenguard-gold 
certified to be a safe, sustainable 
surface you can feel good about 
having in your home. 

Check out the website to browse 
the new designs or download a 
copy of the latest Zenith catalogue. 
There’s never been a better time 
to invest in your home, and Zenith 
quartz is prepped to bring that 
“wow” factor!
1914 Merivale Rd, Unit 7
(Back of the building), Ottawa 
613.727.8663
www.zenithquartz.ca
(Please see ad on pg 95)

Continued on page 84

PIRAMID MFG. LTD.  
Piramid Mfg. Ltd. is a small 
family owned and operated 
sliding closet door company in 
Nepean, Ontario. After over 40 
years in business, we strive to 
not only meet and exceed our 
customers’ expectations, but our 
own as well. 

With excellent customer 
service, short waiting times for 
pick-up, delivery and installation, 
and knowledgeable installation 
staff, it’s easy to see why Piramid 
Manufacturing is Ottawa and 
the Valley’s number one closet 
door manufacturer.  We are 
committed to providing the 
highest quality closet doors, 
room dividers and barn doors 
available. 

Contact us today for an 
estimate or in-home design 
consultation. With a combined 
75 years’ experience between 
the sales staff alone, we have 
the knowledge and expertise 
to help you design a closet that 
fits into your style and budget. 
With a wide range of styles and 
prices available, we are proud to 
say that we can help anyone find 
what they need. 
Visit our gallery at  
piramidmfg.com/gallery/  
to take a peek at some of our 
beautiful designs for inspiration.  
28 Grenfell Cres, Ottawa
info@piramidmfg.com 
613.225.1501
(Please see ad on pg 37)

FROM NOW TO WOW ON A 
BUDGET    
Get your home market ready and 
picture perfect with Total Refresh 
Home Staging. We manage your 
upgrades from start to finish. We 
use the 20/80 rule...spend $0.20 
to make $0.80. Small upgrades...
BIG results.

Your home must look move-in 
ready so potential buyers will 
feel at home the MOMENT  
they walk in. Quick checklist:
• Declutter by hiring Total 
Refresh Home Staging 
• Replace older door handles for 
a fresh modern look
• Quartz countertops are not 
that expensive and add value 
• Replace old ceiling fixtures – 
proper lighting is so important 
• Dingy carpets? Cleaning will lift 
fibres and give the home a fresh 
scent
• The right paint colour will 
compliment the floors – the 
lighter the better  
• Windows professionally 
cleaned inside and out 
• Clean up yard for curb appeal...
add black mulch, not red

Last but not least...Hire a 
professional stager! Room 
configuration and the right rental 
furniture and décor will make or 
break the listing. Call today for a 
consultation and get started!
#Totalrefreshhomestaging 
#stagetosell #decor 
#beforeandafter #stagingsells 
#renosonbudget 
totalrefreshhomestaging.ca
Lucie Meloche 
Certified Home Stager & Stylist
Cell: 613.769.6597 (call or text)
lucie@totalrefreshhomestaging.ca
(Please see ad on pg 37)

BRENT CONLEY – YOUR 
SOURCE FOR OTTAWA REAL 
ESTATE INFORMATION 
Selling or buying your home 
is an exciting time! It can also 
be very stressful. My strongest 
responsibility to you as a client is 
to make the process financially 
rewarding – but also completely 
stress-free and positive.

With over 25 years of award-
winning sales and negotiation 
experience based on building 
positive client relationships, 
I’ve built a successful, referral-
based career focusing on 
putting my client’s needs first. 
My passionate commitment has 
always been that the customer 
is #1.

From our first meeting, 
my promise is to listen to 
you, provide unparalleled 
dedication and professional 
service, to conduct myself with 
full integrity and transparency 
and to provide strong 
communication at all stages. I 
will combine this commitment 
with the knowledge, information, 
research, analysis and expertise 
you require for a pleasurable, 
successful experience. 
My negotiation skills are 
unparalleled. Always, a high 
degree of professionalism is 
guaranteed – with a warm and 
personal touch.

Whether selling or buying 
– my goal is to exceed your 
highest expectations at all times.
Please explore my website: 
brentconley.ca and give me  
a call or send me a text  
to talk about real estate:
613.761.0123 or email me at 
brentconley@royallepage.ca
I look forward to working  
with you!
(Please see ad on pg 89)

READY TO UPGRADE YOUR 
ROOF?
A designer roof will add a 
distinguished look to your 
home that will stand out in 
your neighbourhood. Metal 
shingles, skylights, new siding 
or eavestroughs will add value 
to your biggest investment. Our 
products come with an industry 
leading 50-year warranty, and 
we stand by our guarantees. 

Our excellence in customer 
service and quality roofing 
systems is what sets us 
apart from our competitors, 
permitting us to be one of 
the top roofing companies in 
the Ottawa area. Remember 
Me Roofing leads with strong 
core values such as training, 
support and recognition of 
our most important asset, our 
employees. Customer focus 
and driven, our goal is to 
build lasting relationships with 
homeowners and business to 
business through exceptional 
customer service, accountability, 
professionalism and above 
industry standards.

As a certified Master Elite 
roofing contractor, our team 
is dedicated to providing only 
top-quality workmanship, 
products and services. To see a 
full list of services our team can 
provide, visit our website now. 
remembermeroofing.com 
Call us today to discuss  
your next project: 
613.854.7663
(Please see ad on pg 6)

TERRA20 HINTONBURG   
Hi Neighbour! terra20 
Hintonburg is your go-to store 
for everyday, healthy and 
sustainable essentials. We 
offer eco-friendly personal 
care, cleaning, skincare and 
beauty products to baby 
necessities and waste reducing 
items for the whole family.  

Did you know terra20 is 
home to the ecobar? The 
ecobar is one of Canada’s 
largest refill stations for 
eco-friendly, Canadian-made 
cleaning and personal care 
products! How it works: 
Choose a product from the 
ecobar line of non-toxic 
cleaners and personal care 
items. Use the product at 
home and let us know what 
you think (you can leave 
a review on Google or on 
terra20.com.) Then return your 
empty bottle to terra20 and 
save 75¢ to $4 on your refill. 
Refill to reduce your plastic 
waste. Refill to reduce toxins 
in your home. Refill to save on 
your essentials. Refill today to 
preserve tomorrow.  

Stop by and say ‘hi’ and 
learn more about our great 
products in-store!
1130 Wellington St W,  
Unit #3, Ottawa
613.241.5420 
terra20.com
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LOOKING FOR A NEW WEBSITE? 
We can help with that!

Let our in-house experts help you grow  
the online presence of your business.

OUR HOMES has a full-service digital agency 
WEB DESIGN  •  SOCIAL MEDIA AD BUYS  •  GOOGLE ADS

Contact media@ourhomes.ca 

WebDesign_FULL_Bleed.indd   1 2021-08-18   2:58 PM
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CELEBRATE LIFE AT HOME 
WITH OUR HOMES 
OUR HOMES magazine is your 
local home resource guide. 
Readers love our magazine 
because we show and tell you 
about beautiful and unique 
local homes. Plus, we promote 
local homes-related product 
and service providers, and help 
you find professional trades. 
Whatever you need to build, 
renovate or decorate, you will 
find in our much-loved magazine. 

OUR HOMES magazines 
saturate 14 local markets in 
Ontario and connect over five 
million readers annually to our 
advertisers through premium, 
consistent, local content and 
beautiful photography. Our 
readership and distribution 
numbers are audited. Our 
advertisers reach our high-
income demographic through 
targeted distribution in each 
region and throughout Ontario. 

Our website, ourhomes.ca, 
offers even more ideas for every 
homeowner. 

Our readers keep OUR 
HOMES magazines as a 
reference and resource guide. 
A business directory in each 
magazine, also available online,  
makes it easy for readers to find 
our advertisers. And don’t forget 
THE LIST by OUR HOMES, 
thelist.ourhomes.ca, Ontario’s 
most comprehensive online 
directory for all things home. 

Subscribe to our newsletter 
at ourhomes.ca/newsletter   
for gorgeous homes, exclusive 
giveaways, and behind-the-
scenes access.

  
ourhomes.ca 
(Please see ads on pg 49, 85)

ARTIUM DESIGN BUILD 
JUST BASEMENTS 
ARTium Design Build and our 
sister company Just Basements 
have been creating wonderful 
spaces exclusively in Ottawa 
for nearly 25 years. We are a full 
design-build firm specializing 
only in residential home 
renovations with a history of 
producing award-winning, high-
level design work coupled with 
a high quality, customer facing 
experience for our homeowner, 
renovation partners.

From kitchens to en suites, full 
interior renovations to incredible 
basements, our award winning 
design build team will guide you 
through the ART of Renovation. 

We listen, we inspire and we 
make it happen. Our in-house 
design-build team guides your 
project from concept to reality, 
balancing creativity and a 
streamlined process to achieve 
the best results. 

We are people with a 
passion for exceptional design 
and renovations and the 
incredible potential they offer. 
Every team member strives to 
be the best at what they do. As 
a company we are committed 
to creating an outstanding 
renovation experience for our 
customers and to positively 
change lives by producing 
customized living spaces. 
Please contact us at  
613.836.0306 to discuss  
your renovation project or  
visit our websites at 
artiumdesignbuild.com and 
justbasementsottawa.ca 
Talk to us today about your 
renovation dreams!
(Please see ad on pg 61)

WORTH THE WAIT 
After spending more time in our 
homes in the past year, many of 
us have come to appreciate how 
much the environment in which 
we live matters. A new coat of 
paint, a picture for the powder 
room or a new area rug for the 
family room can make a huge 
difference and gives many of us 
great pleasure. Many of us have 
found a new motivation to get 
things done that we had been 
thinking about for months, if  
not years. 

We are so lucky to live in 
Canada, benefiting from a 
very extraordinary group of 
suppliers that make well-crafted 
contemporary furniture. But in 
today’s challenging business 
environment, the turnaround 
times for custom furniture have 
lengthened, if not doubled.   

My advice is wait it out, and 
get exactly what you want. The 
prices are almost less than the 
imported furniture at this time, 
with duties and shipping costs 
going through the roof globally 
– the Canadian manufacturers 
are offering incredible value. 

Be it creams, rich greys, 
warm metal tones or natural 
woods stained both light and 
dark, the days of old fashioned 
Canadian furniture are long 
gone. Buy Canadian and feel 
good about your space and 
your purchase. It is win win... 
MYHome Furniture 
Canadian Furniture Specialists 
tamara@myhome.ca
613.271.9001
myhome.ca
(Please see ad on pg 31)

ATMOSPHÈRE & BOIS
We boast one of North 
America’s largest inventories 
of reclaimed lumber 
available for both retail and 
wholesale. Established in 
2002, Atmosphère & Bois was 
founded on the principle of 
telling the stories of the past. 
These stories are told through 
all material that comes through 
our doors. Our mission is to 
help reclaim this beauty for all 
of your projects.

Since that time we have 
been offering a wide variety 
of different Canadian and 
European lumber for your 
projects whether it is exterior/
interior siding, flooring, beams, 
mantels, barn doors, and many 
other custom furniture items 
built right here in our shop. 

Impossible to recreate, all 
reclaimed lumber is unique and 
beautiful in its own way. Every 
piece served a different purpose 
at one point in time – a timber 
holding up a 19th century 
Canadian barn, an oak rail-car 
floorboard carrying cargo in 
France. This history shaped 
an incredible line of materials 
perfect for any project. 
If you are interested in  
using reclaimed lumber for 
an upcoming project please 
visit our showroom at 6178 
Mitch Owens Rd, Manotick  
or call 613.425.1424.  
You can also email us at 
wood@atmosphere-bois.com 
for any inquires. 
atmosphere-bois.com
(Please see ad on pg 27)
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INGREDIENTS 
Serves 4

SALAD

Root vegetables such as beets, 
carrots, radishes and onions 

Olive oil

1 Tbsp allspice 

1 cup farro 

Feta cheese, to garnish 

Pumpkin seeds, to garnish

DRESSING 

¼ cup olive oil 

2 Tbsp balsamic vinegar 

2 Tbsp honey 

½ tsp each salt and pepper

WARM ROASTED
ROOT-VEGGIE

Salad RECIPE AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE 
MCCULLOCH

Visit your local market or farm for the freshest ingredients 
to make this simple, rustic and warm roasted root-
vegetable salad. The veggies sit atop a bed of farro, an 
ancient grain packed with protein and fibre.

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 400ºF.

Clean vegetables and cut into 
similar sizes.

Toss with olive oil, allspice, salt 
and pepper.

Place on a baking sheet and 
roast for 25-30 minutes, adjusting 
the time to the size of your 
vegetables, until cooked through.

Meanwhile, cook farro to package 
directions.

To assemble, toss warm farro with 
a drizzle of dressing and place on 
a serving plate.

Top with warm roasted vegetables 
and remaining dressing.

Garnish with feta cheese and 
pumpkin seeds.  OH

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

WarmRoastedRootVegSalad.indd   2 2021-07-15   11:09 AM

REGISTER FOR UPDATES AT LUXARTHOMES.COM 

613.253.7571
LUXARTHOMES.COM

LIVE AT
THE LAKE

Home and cottage become 
one on Mississippi Lake.

A waterfront neighbourhood in Beckwith.
Swimming in beautiful and clean Mississippi 
Lake. Relaxing on the beach and launching 
into the water - all 20 minutes from Ottawa. 
Come live at Mississippi Lake.

Luxart_F21.indd   1 2021-08-10   8:43 AM
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T
THE LATEST PASTIME on every street 
in Ontario is finding the answer to “How 
much did they get?” and then dreaming of 
upsizing or downsizing with a pocket full of 
dough. Imagine being a realtor in this crazy 
housing market. 

Sherry Rioux, with the Rioux Baker Team 
at Clairwood Real Estate Corporation, has 
been a realtor for 16 years in the Southern 
Georgian Bay region, where home sales have 
reached historic levels and housing prices are 
at an all time high. 

“Sellers have to be reminded that although 
we remain in a strong seller’s market, we 
can’t let greed overtake common sense,” says 
Sherry. “Many sellers are doubling and tripling 
what they originally paid for their properties 
in a very short time. But sometimes we can 
easily lose sight of what is a “good and fair” 
offer. That can come back to bite you if you 
lose perspective and don’t listen to the advice 
of an experienced, knowledgeable realtor. 
Sherry uses waterfront measurements, price 
per square foot, comparables and local real 
estate statistics to guide her sellers. “There 
are many ways to create a list price, and it 
takes experience, market knowledge and a 
bit of good luck!”

Home values in Windsor and Essex County 
barely budged for years until the onslaught 
of the pandemic. In June, the average price 
of a home jumped a whopping 38 per cent, 
and sales increased by almost seven per cent 
compared to a year ago. 

Windsor’s John Rauti, the top producer 
for 17 years at Remo Valente Real Estate, 
represents both local and out-of-town buyers. 
“Most are buying in this region because prices 
are lower than where they’re coming from,” he 
says. He too has to temper the expectations of 
sellers. “My advice to sellers is simple: Price 
the home properly and accordingly. Do not let 
a hot market go to your head; you could price 
yourself out and pay for it later.” 

In Ottawa, Brent Conley of Royal LePage 
Team Realty says it’s more strategic to list at 
equivalent market value to similar sales that 
have recently sold. “In some instances, it may 
motivate and spur activity and showings to 
list slightly below market value,” he says. Brent 
says his buyers must be pre-approved so he 
knows what their top-dollar purchase power 
truly is. Ottawa’s resale market is starting to 
stabilize after a busy spring. The average price 
of a residential home in July was $645,426. 

Buyers, of course, are still on edge, some forced to put most of their 
nest egg into the housing basket, yet getting out-bid for properties over 
and over again. 

“We are experiencing a lot of buyer fatigue right now,” says Sherry. 
“My team members and I have had clients who have submitted offers 
on four or five different properties and have lost out.” That forced 
Sherry and her team to change their strategy. “In the beginning we 
would suggest that they put their best foot forward with the highest 
price they were prepared to pay and add in some representations and 
warranties to protect them,” Sherry explains. “As you start to lose out 
on the bidding process you quickly turn your strategy to, ‘If the next 
buyer gets this property for even one dollar more than you offered, will 
you be upset? If the answer is yes then that is not your number.’ That 
means submitting the offer as clean as possible, meaning no conditions, 
no seller representations and warranties. I don’t personally feel that this 
is the best way to represent buyers, but if you don’t follow those rules, 
your buyers always lose out.”

John urges his buyers to think long-term. “When you are interested 
in buying a specific home, take a look at the potential future value,” 
he advises. “Do not look at the past or historical value. Remember the 
area comes into play as well. This can help you to make a proper offer 
and get the home!”

For these realtors, the current market is exhilarating, lucrative 
and frustrating.

John tells clients who have been pushed out of the market to cut 
frivolous spending and start saving, just like house hunters in expensive 
cities like Toronto and Ottawa have to do. “I tell them to start off in 
their price range and respect and take care of their home investment so 
it appreciates to its fullest potential,” he says.

Brent says his biggest frustration is low inventory. “I can’t satisfy 
expectations,” he says. “I find this difficult to navigate as I truly want 
my clients to be happy and satisfied and to achieve their personal and 
financial goals.”

Without a crystal ball, it’s anyone’s guess how long the red hot 
market will continue.

“Buyer fatigue is showing its true colours right now,” says Sherry. 
“But I do expect to see a continued seller’s market. With low interest 
rates and a strong demand to own in Southern Georgian Bay, I could see 
this continue well into 2023.”  OH

Housing prices across Ontario are soaring. A 
recent Aviva Canada report found 31 per cent 
of Canadians are considering relocating as a 
result of the pandemic, with more than one 

third considering a move to a semi-rural or rural 
location. And that doesn’t include the thousands 

of people who have already moved to greener 
pastures over the past year.

REAL ESTATE 
AGENT

The Hottest Gig In Town

STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH
ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

700k

500k

TheHottestGigInTown.indd   1 1/2 pg 2021-08-23   1:14 PM

Selling your home?
Let’s put a SOLD sign on your lawn!

Brent has helped us buy and sell 
several homes.  He is an absolute 
pro - knowledgeable, responsive 
and very well-researched. His 
after sale support was also 
invaluable.  Brent has been an 
outstanding troubleshooter 
and advisor - his service is 
unsurpassed and I would highly 
recommend him to my family, 
friends and colleagues wanting to 
buy or sell a home in Ottawa!” – 
Tony & Diana

“For anyone looking for expert advice and assistance through 
the whole selling process, no one is better than Brent. We have 
had plenty of experience with realtors in the past - Brent has 
been the best realtor we’ve ever worked with.” – John & Leeann

Brent Conley
Sales Representative

Your Home                        Your Agent

Brent Conley
Sales Representative

Email: brentconley@royallepage.ca

Direct: 613-761-0123

I am passionate about providing a positive & pleasurable 
experience for my clients. It would be an honour for you 
to join my family of satisfied clients. Call me today. I’ll put 
a SOLD sign on your lawn and a smile on your face.

For more testimonials go to brentconley.ca

I’ve had the privilege of working with hundreds of clients to 
ensure their sale has been profitable, stress-free and successful.  
But don’t take it from me...take it from them:

BrentConley_vert_rF21.indd   1 2021-08-18   9:57 AM
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*NEW* Richmond Showroom - 42 Nixon Farm Drive

613.838.3030   |   info@daladecordesign.com   |   daladecordesign.com   |   @daladecordesign

Ottawa Showroom - 1790 Woodward Drive

613.693.0770   |   hello@daladecor.com   |   daladecor.com   |   @daladecorott

*New Richmond Showroom
Dala Decor Design & Staging
42 Nixon Farm Drive
Richmond ON 
K0A 2Z0
www.daladecordesign.com
info@daladecordesign.com
613 838 30303
@daladecordesign

Ottawa Showroom
Dala Decor 
1790 Woodward Drive
Ottawa ON
K2C 0P7
www.daladecor.com
hello@daladecor.com
613 693 0770

Dala_FULL_F21.indd   1 2021-08-18   1:02 PM

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/ 
RENTALS
Lepine Apartments, 79

APPLIANCES
The Appliance Gallery on Bank, 53

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Da Artisti Studio & Gallery, 4
WallSizzle, 19
Wallspace Gallery, 51

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Les Matelas Lapensée, 7
Obasan, 3

BUILDERS
ARTium Design Build Renovations, 61, 84
Cardel Homes, 96
Generation-3, 39
Greenmark Builders Inc., 81
Just Basements, 61, 84
Luxart Homes, 87
Patterson Homes, 14
RND Construction, 29
Singhko Inc., 45

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Atmosphère & Bois, 27, 84
Claro Cabinet Manufacturing, 5, 83
House of Fine Carpentry, 45
Laurysen Kitchens, 93
Randall’s, 8
Tailored Living, 15

COUNTERTOPS
Blackstone Granite, 82, 95
Randall’s, 8
The Stone Fabricator, 2
Urban Quarry, 21
Vesta Marble, 17

ELECTRICAL
LED Electric Inc., 27

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Top Hat Home Comfort Services, 9

FLOORING
Barwood Flooring, 53
Randall’s, 8

Silver Brook Paints, 12

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Rebel Petal, 61

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Blueprint Home, 23, 82
Bonds Decor, 12
Dala Décor, 91
My Home Furniture, 31, 84
Randall’s, 8
Rebel Petal, 61

GREEN LIVING
Terra 20, 83

HEATING & COOLING
Top Hat Home Comfort Services, 9

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/RENOVATIONS
ARTium Design Build Renovations, 61, 84
Generation-3, 39
Greenmark Builders Inc., 81
Just Basements, 61, 84
RND Construction, 29
Singhko Inc., 45

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Across Ottawa Home Staging & Interiors, 51
CPI Interiors, 23
DDA (Decorators & Designers  
	 Association of Canada), 81
Randall’s, 8
Sheridan Interiors, 14
Total Refresh Home Staging, 37, 82

KITCHEN & BATH
CPI Interiors, 23
Kitchens & Bathrooms First, 11
Laurysen Kitchens, 93

KITCHENWARE/RESTAURANT SUPPLY
Grace In the Kitchen, 49

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &  
ARCHITECTURE/LANDSCAPING/
LAWN & GARDEN
Mallette Landscaping Inc., 10
The Avant Gardeners, 29
Yards Unlimited, 31

MOVING & STORAGE
Dymon Storage, 43

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Cardel Homes, 96
Greenmark Builders Inc., 81
Luxart Homes, 87
Patterson Homes, 14
Rothwell Heights – RND Construction, 29

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Tailored Living, 15

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 12
Bonds Decor, 12
Hampton Paints, 12
Randall’s, 8
Sanctuary Paint & Décor, 12
Silver Brook Paints, 12
The Decorators Choice, 12

REAL ESTATE
Royal LePage Realty – Brent Conley, 83, 89
Sutton Group Ottawa Realty –  
	 Anthony Johnston, 59

ROOFING
Remember Me Roofing Inc., 6, 83

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
DDA (Decorators & Designers  
	 Association of Canada), 81

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Ottawa Valley Handrailing Company  
	 Ltd., 63
Urban Stairs & Rails, 81

TILE
Blackstone Granite, 82, 95
Vesta Marble, 17

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Hampton Paints, 12
Krumpers Solar Blinds, 41
Randall’s, 8
Silver Brook Paints, 12

WINDOWS & DOORS
Golden Windows, 93
Pella Windows, 13
Piramid Manufacturing Ltd., 37, 82

WINE/WINEMAKING/WINERIES/ 
WINE CELLARS
Domaine Perrault Winery, 61

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email beth.charbonneau@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 613.327.1923.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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STEP 2

Take 3 or 4 strands of raffia, fold 
them in half. On the second-to-last 
ring on the wreath frame, make a 

lark’s head knot by taking the folded 
raffia and placing the rounded end 
underneath the ring. Take the other 
ends of the raffia and put it through 

the rounded end to make a knot. 
Make sure to pull it tight. Repeat 
this process until the entire ring is 
filled with raffia without any gaps.

STEP 3

Move to the inside ring of the 
frame. Repeat step 2, attaching 

raffia using lark’s head knots until 
the entire ring is filled.

STEP 4

Once your raffia completely fills 
both rings, apply mirror adhesive 

to the back of the mirror along 
the outer edge. Carefully place 
the mirror on the inside ring on 

top of the raffia. Flip upside down 
and add a few more drops of 

adhesive to ensure your mirror is 
properly attached. Follow adhesive 

instructions and drying times.

Once the adhesive has fully dried, 
find a great spot in your home to 

showcase this gorgeous raffia mirror 
for your friends and family.  OH

Raffia

MATERIALS

14-inch round 
wire wreath 
frame
12-inch round 
mirror
2-3 raffia 
bundles
Scissors
Tape measure
Mirror or 
construction 
adhesive

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY ERIN ROCHON

MIRROR

Natural elements are always on trend and add a 
feeling of calm and comfort to any space. Create this 
raffia mirror and bring that soothing feeling into your 

home and make a big impact in any room. 

STEP 1

Unravel raffia and cut in 12-inch sections.

RaffiaMirror.indd   2 2021-08-10   3:14 PM

R e a l i z i n g  Yo u r 
Dream Kitchen

613.836.5353
2415 Carp Rd. Stittsville

laurysenkitchens.com

Laurysen_HOR_F20.indd   1 2020-09-02   4:00 PM

VISIT ONE OF OUR SHOWROOMS AT:
888 GUELPH ST., KITCHENER, ON | 519.579.3810

309 EXETER RD., LONDON, ON | 519.652.1677
1112 MARCH RD., KANATA, ON | 613.592.9111

1 .800.265.2290

Proud Canadian Manufacturer Since 1961

QUALITY & PRIDE BUILT INTO EVERY WINDOW 

ENJOY THE VIEW

2021-OURHOMES-GOLDEN-SUMMER.indd   1 5/10/2021   3:16:04 PM
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1. UNIVERSAL FURNITURE: Escape-
Coastal Living Home Collection Headboard 
and Pull Up Bench  2. ABBOTT: Round 
Wall Mirrors  3. CURREY & COMPANY: 
Cape Verde Orb Chandelier 4. SURYA: 
Manning Pendant  5. SURYA: Dustin 
Sconce  6. CURREY & COMPANY: 
Saxan Rattan Chandelier  7. MADE 
GOODS: Tatum Upholstered Bar Stool  
8. POTTERY BARN: Willow Wicker 
Charger Plate  9. BOUCLAIR: Rattan Soap 
Dispenser  10. MADE GOODS: Ismael 
Chair  11. BOUCLAIR: Glass and Rattan 
Table Lamp  12. ABBOTT: Rattan Handle 
Cheese Knives  13. IKEA: Snidad Basket  
14. MADE GOODS: Sariah Coffee Table  
15. MERCANA: Leona Natural Wicker 
Woven Mirrored Base Nesting Trays  
16. BOUCLAIR: Ficus in Rattan Pot  OH

wonderful
     wicker

Wicker furniture is increasingly popular, whether made with 
natural rattan or newer synthetic materials. The particular 
weave of fibres is what gives wicker its timeless look. Not just 
for outdoor furnishings, bringing wicker inside is a design 
trend worth trying. These woven wonders add texture and a 
relaxed look throughout your home.
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PREMIUM 
QUARTZ SURFACES

 Z1904 Bianco Luna

Blackstone_F21.indd   1 2021-08-17   10:24 AM

94  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 1

f inishing touch



OTT-AD-4659 Our Homes Print Ads 2021-Aug_More the Merrier.indd   1 2021-07-29   11:01 AM


