
S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

ourhomes.ca

COMINGhome

+
THE PERFECT PICNIC

HOT SUMMER STYLE

BUNGALOW
beautiful

Alluring 
  IN ALTA VISTA



NEW COLOUR  sage

DISCOVER THE STAUB DIFFERENCE  
The STAUB enameled cast iron Cocotte is built to  
last a lifetime. With exceptional durability, it is perfect  
for day-to-day use in both gourmet home kitchens  
and prestigious restaurants around the world. 

STAUB SALE ON NOW 
442 Hazeldean Road, Kanata ON K2L 1V2 
613.521.4818  www.graceinthekitchen.com 
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MALLETTE LANDSCAPING & POOLS

DESIGNED TO SATISFY –  BUILT TO LAST
www.mallettelandscaping.ca
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For peace of mind choose

Call us today to discuss your next project.

613.854.ROOF 
RememberMeRoofing.com

Considering the benefits of a Designer roof? Look no further. As an award-winning GAF Master Elite Certified Roofer, 
we believe in the quality, look and durability of GAF roofing materials. We’ll deliver your new roof professionally, on 
time and on budget. Our products come with an industry leading 50-year warranty, and we stand by their guarantees. 
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Everyone deserves a good night’s sleep! 
Our mattresses are locally made to suit all needs and all budgets. 

 

lapenseemattresses.ca

GATINEAU
819-777-4877 

1085 Boul de la Carrière, QC

ORLÉANS
613-837-9977 

3732 Innes Rd, ON

KANATA
613-435-6977 

737 Silver Seven Rd, ON

Comfy nights,  
happy life.

CUSTOM RV MATTRESSES CUSTOM BOAT MATTRESSES NEW HOME, NEW MATTRESS



vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7
1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7

vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

613-733-9098

Captivating Kitchen Cabinets and Surfaces

vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7
1402 Star Top Rd.
Ottawa, ON K1B 4V7

vestamarble.com

@vestamarble

vestamarble

613-733-9098
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We Design and Build Kitchens For Families
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433 Bank Street Ottawa
(conveniently located  
at Bank & Gladstone)

613-695-9944
www.galleryonbank.ca

showroom@galleryonbank.ca

GAGGENAU Studio 
The venue where you can try, taste and buy.

Taste the difference
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REGISTER FOR UPDATES AT LUXARTHOMES.COM 

613.253.7571
LUXARTHOMES.COM
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LIVE AT
THE LAKE

Home and cottage become 
one on Mississippi Lake.

A waterfront neighbourhood in Beckwith.
Swimming in beautiful and clean Mississippi 
Lake. Relaxing on the beach and launching 
into the water - all here in Beckwith! 
Come live at Mississippi Lake.
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As the glorious sun shines its warmth and light into our homes, 
we not only welcome Spring but anticipate the summer to come. 
After a long and difficult winter, the glorious snippets of sunshine 
and warmth brings hope and joy. Meteorologists have predicted 
that Ottawa will experience the “Hottest summer on record”! And 
although we eagerly await the summer season, one needs to act 
now to ensure that their homes are well prepared for the coming 
heat and the high Hydro bills that are sure to ensue. 

The Smart-Tech, innovative, Krumpers Solar Blinds are a brilliant 
option in window covering. The unique 2-sided design (summer/
winter, one simply turns the blinds around) will allow for a clear, 
unobstructed view while the summer side will reflect 72% of the 
heat from coming into your home as well as 98% UV protection. 
When turned to the winter position, Krumpers Solar Blinds will 
once again allow for a clear view while generating heat in direct 
light (2096 BTU’s an hour) but moreover will insulate the window 
with an R10.

Krumpers Solar Blinds helps set the tone for a bright, comfortable, 
and beautiful surrounding that is your home. Now more than 
ever our homes have become our “Happy Place”. Krumpers helps 
harness and gorgeously control the temperature of your home year-
round. Krumpers Solar Blinds are installed in the Feature Home of 
this issue of OUR HOMES magazine. 

The innovative technology from Krumpers Solar Blinds provides 
an unparalleled level of comfort and energy savings. Based on 
independent lab results, Krumpers Solar Blinds have illustrated to 
reduce cooling and heating costs by up to 42%. Furthermore, the 
level of comfort that one experiences with Krumpers Solar Blinds 
is beyond measure. 

Krumpers Solar Blinds are proudly made in Canada and have 
recently won the Scotiabank Ecoliving award as well as BMO’s 
Innovation of the year. The blinds allow the view to be the focal 
point of the room, not the window treatment. The blinds cost $41 
per square foot, and have a five-year unlimited warranty. They 
require only a wet cloth to wipe off dust and dirt. Krumpers also 
has engineered solutions for skylights, trapezoids, and rounded 
windows. “People just aren’t aware of the options and how 
financially prudent solar solutions can be,” says Ms. Livshits. Read 
customer reviews on http:// homestars.com, where Krumpers  
has a 98% Rating. To learn more call 613-864-4921 or visit  
www.krumpers.ca 

OUR HOMES Ottawa has secured a special discount for their 
readers for a limited time (until July 2021). Free installation and 
a 10% discount will be applied to all clients that mention this 
article. 
As they say at Krumpers – “Price is what you pay, value is what you get”. 

A Sleek All-Season Solution 

For more information please visit www.krumpers.ca or call 613-864-4921

O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E
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As the glorious sun shines its warmth and light into our homes, we 
can be certain that Summer is here for a while. Even though the 
glorious sunshine and warmth brings hope and joy, meteorologists 
have predicted that Ottawa will experience the “Hottest summer on 
record”! Although we love the summer season, we need to ensure 
that our homes are well prepared for the invitable heat and high 
Hydro bills.

The Smart-Tech, innovative, Krumpers Solar Blinds are a brilliant 
option in window covering. The unique 2-sided design (summer/
winter, one simply turns the blinds around) will allow for a clear, 
unobstructed view while the summer side will reflect 72% of the 
heat from coming into your home as well as 98% UV protection. 
When turned to the winter position, Krumpers Solar Blinds will 
once again allow for a clear view while generating heat in direct 
light (2096 BTU’s an hour) but moreover will insulate the window 
with an R10.

Krumpers Solar Blinds helps set the tone for a bright, comfortable, 
and beautiful surrounding that is your home. Now more than ever 
our homes have become our “Happy Place”. Krumpers helps harness 
and gorgeously control the temperature of your home year-round. 

The innovative technology from Krumpers Solar Blinds provides 
an unparalleled level of comfort and energy savings. Based on 

independent lab results, Krumpers Solar Blinds have illustrated to 
reduce cooling and heating costs by up to 42%. Furthermore, the 
level of comfort that one experiences with Krumpers Solar Blinds is 
beyond measure. 

Krumpers Solar Blinds are proudly made in Canada and have 
recently won the Scotiabank Ecoliving award as well as BMO’s 
Innovation of the year. The blinds allow the view to be the focal 
point of the room, not the window treatment. The blinds have a 
five-year unlimited warranty and require only a wet cloth to wipe 
off dust and dirt. Krumpers also has engineered solutions for 
skylights, trapezoids, and rounded windows. “People just aren’t 
aware of the options and how financially prudent solar solutions can 
be,” says Ms. Livshits. Read customer reviews on http:// homestars.
com, where Krumpers has a 98% rating.  

To learn more call 613-864-4921 or visit www.krumpers.ca 

OUR HOMES Ottawa has secured a special discount for their 
readers for a limited time (until August 31st 2021). 
Free installation and a 10% discount will be applied to all clients 
that mention this article. 

As they say at Krumpers – “Price is what you pay, value is what  
you get”. 

For more information please visit www.krumpers.ca or call 613-864-4921
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Call today and let us make sure you get the best 
paint and advice to get your project done right.

REJUVENATE your home.REJUVENATE your home.

©2021 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Arborcoat, Aura, ben, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, REGAL, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 5/21

KANATA  Sanctuary Paint & Décor  430 Hazeldean Rd, Unit 4 | 613.836.9507 | sanctuarypaint.com
NEPEAN  Sanctuary Paint & Décor  2039 Robertson Rd | 613.828.6116 | sanctuarypaint.com
NEPEAN  Silver Brook Paints  3570 Strandherd Drive | 613.823.8425 | silverbrookpaints.ca
OTTAWA  Bonds Decor  1242 Bank St | 613.523.1534 | bondsdecor.ca
OTTAWA  Hampton Paints  1411 Carling Ave | 613.729.0114 | hamptonpaints.ca
OTTAWA  Silver Brook Paints  2446 Bank Street, Unit 113 | 613.695.8425 | silverbrookpaints.ca
OTTAWA  The Decorators Choice  1495A Innes Rd | 613.736.8212 | thedecoratorschoicepaintanddecor.ca
STITTSVILLE  Bonds Decor  150 Iber Rd | 613.270.8504 | bondsdecor.ca

BM_Rejuvenate_2021.indd   7 2021-05-13   12:26 PM

Where local art keeps on shining
Our door may be locked for now,

but our online store is always
open. From the comfort and safety

of your home, view our summer
exhibition and other artwork

crafted by the artists living among
us. Buy online, give us a call or
send us an email to arrange for

curbside pick up! 

613-833-2565|www.daartisti.com|2565 Old Montreal Rd, Cumberland
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Since 1989
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

I HAVE ALWAYS SUFFERED (OR BENEFITED, depending on 
your point of view) from a slowly burning wanderlust. Pre-pandemic, 
I would pack my bags at least two or three times a year in search of 
relaxation and adventure. Destinations varied, but there was always 
delicious food and the simple indulgences of an afternoon nap or getting 
lost in the pages of an all-consuming book. 

But last summer, as our pandemic lifestyle required us to stay 
close to (or at) home, I learned vacationing has much more to do with 
your state of mind than it does your physical location. And that is in 
part why I am hotly anticipating a return trip this summer to my new 
favourite destination – backyard bay. 

I will experiment with new dishes on the grill and dine al fresco; I 
will float in my pool, making my way through my summer paperbacks; 
and I will most definitely sneak in a nap or two under the shade of the 
umbrella. And this summer, fingers crossed, I will be able to host a good 
old barbecue again, safely.

It’s not surprising to learn that creating great outdoor space has 
become one of the most coveted projects by homeowners since the 
pandemic began. Whether it’s a sweet terrace at your condo, a lovely 
and lush backyard, or full rooms outside to extend your living area, a 
functional and beautiful outdoor space is a must. It’s also home base for 
a great summer staycation.

This issue is filled with ideas, tips and tricks that make for perfect 
reading while lounging in backyard bay. Our three feature homes are 
all stunning and are rife with clever design details that will inspire 
you. Our Style Picks showcase unique home items to add summer heat 
to your décor. Find the perfect stone for your kitchen or bath project 
in our Spotlight.

Enjoy those long summer days, Ottawa – right in the comfort 
of your own home!

Heather Wright, Managing Editor
heather.wright@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       
Sign up for our newsletter 
ourhomes.ca/newsletter

PASSION. PRIDE. CRAFTSMANSHIP.

Visit one or both of our showrooms with nearly 100 units on display.  
It’s a great place to be inspired!

1072 Merivale Rd., Ottawa – 613-722-1226   |   10511 Highway 7, Carleton Place – 613-257-1226 

TopHatHomeComfort.com   |   Info@TopHatHomeComfort.com

Vermont Castings
Intrepid

Majolica Brown

Vermont Castings 
Dauntless
Bordeaux

TopHat_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-24   11:41 AM
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This award-winning custom 
build demonstrates that home is 
where the heart is. Story, page 32. 
Photography by Gordon King.

ON THE COVER

LOCAL FEATURES
 24 Style Picks Sweet summer style for   
  staycation or vacation.

 32 Feature Home This dream home was  
  decades in the making.

 46 Spotlight Pick your perfect stone with the  
  experts at TGI Quartz & Granite.

 54 Home & Builder Tour a home with   
  timeless style and elegant family-friendly  
  features.

 64 People & Places Power up your home  
  project with help from local pros.

 72 Home & Builder This family-friendly  
  bungalow leaves a lasting impression.
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Spoil yourself nightly on the finest 
handcrafted organic mattress 
The perfect mattress is tailor-made for your body and designed to give 

you and your partner the perfect night’s sleep. Experience the Obasan 

difference, the world’s finest organic mattresses.

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE – BOOK YOUR 

PERSONALIZED CONSULTATION  

Choose between our private, one-on-one curated sleep assessment 

and demonstration, or arrange a comprehensive virtual consultation.

OBASAN.COM

613-727-5537     INFO@OBASAN.COM     1-155 COLONNADE RD SOUTH, OTTAWA, ON  K2E 7K1     MADE LOCALLY IN OTTAWA
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fFINALLY, SUMMER IS HERE AND 
IT IS TIME TO RELAX and enjoy the 
freedom of the great outdoors, which I have 
come to appreciate more and more over the 
course of our lockdowns. The warmer weather 
brings the prospect of less scheduling, simple 
al fresco meals, and hopefully a return to 
patio gatherings. 

My hubby and I used to chuckle at how 
cute it was when my parents would get up in 
the morning and prepare for a long drive. They 
wouldn’t necessarily have a destination or a 
schedule, but would choose a direction. They 
would make a day of it and stop somewhere 
along the way to pull out their folding lawn 
chairs, tablecloth and picnic lunch. We don’t 
laugh anymore – as we have started doing this 
ourselves as our newly discovered favourite 
pastime due to COVID. The simple pleasure of 
exploring the beauty of the Ottawa region and 
deciding on the perfect spot to stop and enjoy 
our lunch is now appreciated. My parents’ 
lunch would consist of sandwiches and a 
thermos of tea. Wouldn’t they be impressed 
with the modern-day picnic recipes in this 
issue? Packing a charcuterie box, Aperol spritz 
and mason jar tiramisu will certainly elevate 
your next road trip or picnic lunch. 

You are sure to discover inspiration 
in this edition of OUR HOMES to make 
your summer the best it can be. Sit back 
and learn more about the birds of summer 
and decorating with pastels – or tour three 
beautiful homes while relaxing on the dock or 
your patio. However you plan to enjoy the lazy 
days of this summer, stay safe and enjoy the 
better days to come!

Beth Charbonneau, Associate Publisher
beth.charbonneau@ourhomes.ca

F “f

 Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/OurHomesOttawa

 Follow us locally @OurHomesOttawa

Unmatched Beauty.
Built for a Lifetime.
As industry specialists, Urban Quarry brings the 

best Quartz, Natural Stone and Ultra Compact 

Surfaces, expertly fabricated and installed, to 

trade partners and an established network of 

kitchen and bath dealers. We’re here to assist 

throughout the full process and are committed 

to excellence in all that we do.

Servicing Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec.

�  �  �  �  �

UrbanQuarry.ca

Kitchen by: Deslaurier Custom Cabinets
Kitchen Design by: Darien Wilson
Photography by: Kevin Belanger
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To meet a growing expectation from 
consumers, businesses are adopting an ethical 
sourcing approach to ensure products are 
obtained responsibly and sustainably. To be 
effective, it depends upon the integrity of the 
entire supply chain to include environmental 
standards as well as a commitment to safe 
working conditions, fair labour practices 
and living wages for the workers producing 
the goods.

In a global economy, with different 
environmental and social standards across 
countries, this can be a complex, layered issue 
– so how do we know where to begin?

Here are some simple ways we can all 
source more ethically: 

Choose less. The most sustainable product is 
the one that is not produced.

Choose local. A local supply chain reduces 
shipping, emissions and energy usage.

Choose vintage, reclaimed, recycled or 
upcycled. Reuse or repurpose a material or 
product that is already in circulation.

When sourcing, do your own research and 
don’t be afraid to ask the supplier questions 
on the procurement of goods. Businesses 
must take responsibility for the goods they 
provide. A transparent process builds trust 
with customers.

 Where was this product manufactured?

 How was this product manufactured? What 
resources and energy were required? 

 What raw materials were used in the 
production? How sustainable are they? 

 Does the production of this material cause 
environmental degradation to the local 
ecosystem?

 What is the company’s policy surrounding 
ethical sourcing?

 Are the working conditions safe for those who 
produced the product? Are living wages and fair 
labour practices ensured?

 What will happen to this product at the end of its 
useful life? Does the company offer a recycling 
program? Will it eventually biodegrade? Or will it 
end up in a landfill?

Several certifications have been developed to help 
consumers identify responsibly sourced products. 
Although these certifications provide a good 
starting point, it’s important for buyers to continue 
asking questions and performing independent 
research to understand the certification 
requirements. Consumers can also identify products 
that may not carry certification, but the producer/
supplier/business may still have high independent 
standards for their procurement of goods. Examples 
of certifications to look out for:

 Fairtrade – sets standards for sustainable 
production and livelihoods for factory workers 
and farmers.

 FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) – responsible 
forest-management standards.

 GoodWeave – certifies child-labour-free rugs.

 GOTS (Global Organic Textile Standard) – 
products meet strict organic criteria. 

 Nest Ethical Handcraft Program – monitors 
artisan supply chains for ethics and sustainability. 

 OEKO-TEX – textile certifications concerning 
health, environment and fair manufacturing.

 RWS (Responsible Wool Standard) – supports the 
well-being of sheep and the land they graze on.

A criticism of ethical sourcing is that it does 
not address the core issue of consumerism. If 
sustainability is a basic tenet of ethical sourcing, as 
privileged as we are in the Western world, we must 
acknowledge that our current rate of consumption 
is simply not sustainable. We can begin to evaluate 
basic needs, research the environmental impact of 
purchases (big and small), prioritize the well-being 
of people and the planet, support local supply 
chains and become more intentional and mindful 
consumers. Aligning our habits of consumption with 
our values will help contribute to the world we wish 
to see today – and for future generations.  OH

THE ETHICS 
OF SOURCING

Interior Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens shares her ideas.

The housing industry contributes significantly to the Canadian 
economy and plays an important role in our local – and global – 
communities. However, the procurement of products involved in the 
construction, design and decoration of our homes can also have a 
significant impact on the well-being of both people and the planet.

1

2

3

4

1. LUMINAIRE AUTHENTIK: Talo 12 LA00 
& Sub 09 03-LA43 (Drawn, designed and 
made in Quebec)  2. MYRA SCOTT TEXTILES: 
Sydney Cushion Cover in Jive (Hand-sewn, 
designed and printed in Canada)  3. FUSION 
MINERAL PAINT: Zero VOC Paints (Made in 
Canada)  4. PURPARKET INC.: Engineered 
Hardwood Flooring (VOC free, CARB Phase II 
Compliant and made in Canada)

EthicsOfSourcing.indd   2 2021-05-04   3:51 PM

Residential & Commercial Staging
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Model Homes & Rental Units

Colour Consultations
Special Events

Furniture & Finish Selections
One Day Move-In Service

Senior Moves

Call today to book  
your consultation!

    www.AcrossOttawa.com                        613.612.0199
Allison C. Ross, CCSP
Owner & Chief Property Stylist

...recreating one room at a time!
before

after

allison@acrossottawa.com

2235 Marchurst Rd. Kanata

Text to 613.724.9620 

 avantgardeners.com

Specializing in unique 
custom design & installations 

and garden rejuvenations.

Book now
 

for Sept. 2021 

installation!

Avant Gardener_SP21.indd   1 2021-04-19   8:51 AM
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1  E-CATAMARAN

Catamaran
Relish the summer breeze, cruising the 
waterways at the cottage on this electric 
14-foot fibre catamaran. Low-maintenance and 
sleekly styled, it has room for four. All aboard!

106 Constance Creek Dr., Dunrobin 
613.209.2573 | e-catamaran.com

2   MYHOME FURNITURE

Bench
This versatile bench moves indoors or outdoors 
with ease. Made from wicker and UV-resistant 
materials, it will stand up in style outdoors or 
make a lovely addition to your indoor décor.

499 Terry Fox Dr., Kanata 
613.271.9001 | myhome.ca

3   BON APPETIT WOOD CREATIONS

Serving Tray
Add flair to your table with this round wooden 
serving tray. Trays are custom-made, up to 24 
inches in diameter, from walnut, cherry or ash. 
Perfect for charcuterie, desserts or martinis.

371 Bridge St., Carleton Place 
819.271.7653 | bonappetitwoodcreations.com

4   THE BARN CAT

Accessories
Bring the lighter side to social distancing 
with custom-ordered décor, including 
wooden signs, wine glasses, pillows and soap 
dispensers.  These unique handmade accents 
make staying at home more enjoyable.

6379 Perth St., Richmond 
613.838.4659 | facebook.com/thebarncatrichmond

5   FRAMED!

Cookbook and Puzzle
Whether you are heading to the campground 
or relaxing under the stars at home, feast on 
dishes like wood-fired skillet pizza, s’mores, 
cocktails and mug cakes. After dinner, 
assemble this puzzle inspired by the phrase 
“All good things are wild and free,” coined by 
Henry David Thoreau.

1075 Bank St., Ottawa 
613.730.0477 | framed.ca

6   TOJA OTTAWA

Sofa and Sail Chair
Staycation in style on this sectional sofa or 
colourful sail chair, both made from weather-
resistant materials. The sail chair can be hung 
to dry and is easily stored with a built-in handle.

5549 Ann St., Manotick 
613.695.6844 | tojaottawa.com

SIZZLING
Whether you’re lounging at the lake or in the 
backyard, celebrate summer with these hot finds.

summer style Celebrate the great 
outdoors with a camping-
themed puzzle.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Continued on page 26
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WINDOW TREATMENT

COUNTERTOPS

DÉCOR

FLOORING

PAINT, STAIN & SUPPLIES

EPOXIES

• Custom blinds, shutters, drapes & sheers,  
including motorized options 

• Featuring Hunter Douglas, Shade-O-Matic,  
Altex & Maxxmar – quality choices for  
every price point 

• FREE in-home design guidance
• Guaranteed fit 

• Choose from a broad selection of name 
brand quartz, granite, other natural stone 
& solid surfaces.

• Choose the interior or exterior services 
you need – full colour consult, furniture 
selection & placement, designer 
upholstery fabrics, wallpaper, custom 
& ready-made furniture, countertops, 
kitchen/bath knobs and pulls, flooring & 
lighting

• Try our $99 virtual consultation! 

• Choose from hardwood, luxury vinyl & 
laminate  

• Professional in-store colour specialists
• Poster-sized, real paint, take-home chips 
• Ottawa’s go-to place for paint & stain  

matching – any brand
• Guidance in-store on how to care  

for your deck, porch, fence, house 
exterior, interlock & cement surfaces 
including pools 

• Floor – durable finish for basements  
& garages

• Tabletop, counter & bar –  
self levelling, casting

Ask a RANDALL’s specialist 
to help you choose the best...

Book a consultation or place an order at:   
randalls.ca  |  613-233-8441  |  bankst@randalls.ca 

PROMPT IN-STORE SERVICE, TOUCH-FREE ORDER PICK-UP OR FREE DELIVERY
 

Randall’s has been decorating Ottawa & area since 1948! 
Serving residential, commercial and builders 

SHOP LOCAL
555 Bank St. (FREE parking behind store, off Isabella St.) 

Randall_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-28   10:59 AM

7  RANDALL’S HOME IMPROVEMENT &  
 DESIGN SPECIALISTS

Deck Seal 
Breathe new life into your old deck 
with C2 sealant for wood and masonry, 
available in dozens of colours. Not 
only does this stain look great, it helps 
protect against mold and mildew, dry rot, 
cracking, peeling and wood cupping.

555 Bank St., Ottawa 
613.233.8441 | randalls.ca

8   TERRA 20

Hair and Face Care 
Make this the summer of self-care 
with organic shampoo and facial care 
products, derived from all-natural 
ingredients. They’re safe for septic 
systems, which means you can bring them 
to the cottage. 

2685 Iris St., Ottawa | 855.837.7220 
1130 Wellington St. W., Unit 3, 
Ottawa | 613.241.5420 
197 Trainyards Dr., Unit 5, Ottawa | 613.860.5656 
terra20.com

9   LOT 7

Acorn Vase
Simple acts can yield big rewards for the 
planet, like starting a mighty acorn tree 
in this sleek vase. An oakling can live for 
up to a year in the vase, sustained by that 
powerful acorn.

1000 Wellington St. W., Unit 104 
613.323.2316 | lot7.ca OH

7

8

9
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From a design perspective, “imperfectly 
perfect” interiors have been gaining 
popularity as the world becomes more 
accepting of imperfection and increasingly 
seeks out the beauty in it. Gone are the 
unattainable, stress-inducing standards of 
perfection. This interior trend is all about 
living our best life in comfort and style. 
Here’s how to get this look.

MIX OLD AND NEW
Vintage pieces are key to this aesthetic. If 
it’s distressed, aged and faded, all the better. 
Remember, they’re not just scratches, they’re 
stories. One reason I really love this style 
is that it doesn’t demand the purchase of 
all-new items; the contrast between old 
and new can be quite beautiful. Some newly 
purchased furnishings and accessories can 
make your vintage pieces pop in a way that’s 
uniquely you. This style is also conducive 
to upcycling cast-off furnishings with some 
new upholstery and a fresh coat of paint.

Generally speaking, avoid anything that’s 
too matchy-matchy and aim for eclectic and 
artisanal. Look for contrasts and combine 
a variety of materials such as wood, glass, 
lacquer, metal and mirror. The goal is for your 
items to look collected rather than purchased 
in one afternoon at your local big box store.

PERFECTLY

This world is full of wonderful things that happen 
entirely by accident, but when it comes to our homes, 
the “perfectly imperfect” aesthetic doesn’t always 
come by chance. Though effortlessly curated in 
appearance, this distinctive style is quite deliberate, 
reflecting unique lives and interests, and the home 
that’s at the heart of it all.

imperfect
STORY SASCHA LAFLEUR
PHOTOGRAPHY WEST OF MAIN DESIGN

PerfectlyImperfect.indd   2 2021-04-29   1:57 PM

Continued on page 30
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TELL YOUR STORY
Incorporate sentimental items and 
found objects that speak to your 
personal interests and experiences. 
Find a place to display that retro 
typewriter or your vintage camera 
collection. Put yourself out there 
through things that bring you joy and 
help tell your story.

Bring added interest to your 
collections by peppering your 
display with plants, books and 
artwork to create mini focal points 
through the space.

Think in odd numbers when 
displaying your collections and curios 
on tabletops, shelves or the fireplace 
mantel. Arrange your accessories in 
groups of threes or fives, with the 
largest item in the middle. This draws 
attention to the centre of your display 
and creates balance.

LIVE IN LAYERS
Textiles can completely change 
a room, adding warmth and 
dimension to what would otherwise 
be a cold and sterile space. Along 
with this particular aesthetic, 
pillows and throws were never 
intended to be neatly lined up 
and folded into a perfect little 
square. Just toss, drape and pile 
them where needed.

Your fabric choices create a mood 
and set a tone. Layer bold animal 
and cultural prints with more subtle 
patterns and solids for instant 
impact without having to make a 
huge investment or commitment. 
You can lighten up your fabrics 
during the warmer months with 
linens and cottons and go warmer 
and heavier during the winter with 
wool, faux fur and chunky knits.

Consider adding reclaimed 
antique rugs, window coverings, 
wall coverings, upholstery and 
accessories such as cushions 
and throws. Again, look for 
variety in colour, vibrancy, 
pattern and texture.

Try this: In the 
kitchen, take the 
mix-and-match 
approach to your 
metallic finishes. For 
example, try pairing 
brushed nickel 
cabinetry hardware 
with gold-toned 
lighting or plumbing 
fixtures. Just 
keep a consistent 
temperature – 
warm with warm, 
or cool with cool. 
Alternately, matte 
black metal is a 
neutral and trendy 
option that pairs 
well with everything.

The final piece of decorating advice 
could easily apply to life as well. Rather 
than trying to fight the randomness 
that sometimes surrounds us, embrace 
it. Do things just because and you might 
be surprised by the outcome.  OH

Sascha Lafleur is the principal senior designer 
at West of Main.

PerfectlyImperfect.indd   3 2021-04-29   1:57 PM

613-225-2777
www.singhko.com

Creating spaces for 
the way you live.

Spherica  
Homes Inc.

Singhko_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-05   10:22 AM

Fully custom to meet your needs.
Locally supplied to meet your schedule.

Premium quality for long term enjoyment.

CUSTOM CABINETRY
BY HOUSE OF FINE CARPENTRY

HOUSEOFFINECARPENTRY.COM
UNIT 5, 790 INDUSTRIAL AVE.  |  613.736.9930

@HOFCARPENTRY
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AAward-winning designer and 
builder Gordon Weima and his 
wife Debbie moved into their 
new home in September 2018, 
when pockets of Ottawa were 
dark because multiple tornadoes 
touched down throughout the 
region. They had no power and 
no furniture their first night, so 
they stretched out on a mattress 
in front of the fire. While the scene 
sounds spartan, it was perfect, as 
this was a moment they had waited 
decades for. That night, Debbie 
turned to Gordon and said, “I’m 
finally home.” 

STORY HEATHER WRIGHT
PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KINGFINDING YOUR

Way Home ABOVE: Gordon thoughtfully meshed his contemporary home into 
the existing streetscape. MIDDLE: A gas fireplace adorned with stone 
anchors the open concept living area. LEFT: Gordon and Debbie Weima 
spent decades planning this dream home.

Continued on page 35
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Thirty-six years ago, Gordon, Debbie and their six children happily 
occupied a small bungalow in Nepean’s Heart’s Desire. As the years 
passed, they outgrew the space and moved to another home – keeping 
their bungalow, in the connected community they loved, as a rental 
property. Decades later, the time was right to come back, raze the 
original home and build new from a design that had been collecting in 
Gordon’s mind for a generation.

This sleek and airy home is award-winning, with Gordon grabbing 
multiple Greater Ottawa Home Builders Association (GOHBA) awards 
in 2020, including Best Home Office, Best Custom Home 3000 sq. ft. or 
Less and Custom Home Builder of the Year.

Is it different when a designer plans their own home versus 
designing homes for clients? Not really, says Gordon, because his 
fundamental approach begins with a deep understanding of the 

intentions on how to use the space day-to-day.
“I always put myself in my clients’ shoes, and base my design on 

what I know about them,” says Gordon. “I always ask myself, ‘If this was 
my house, would I do this?’ ”

 “We knew we wanted a kitchen and front room facing the river,” 
says Gordon, referring to the open-concept main floor. “We wanted to 
create flow from room to room.” 

That flow is predicated by an abundance of natural light spilling through 
large and plentiful windows (Pella Windows). “I am huge on natural 
light,” he says. “Natural light is key in any house.” He paid special attention 
to window placement, connecting indoor and outdoor living spaces. Both 
the front balcony off the kitchen and rear patio off the dining room benefit 
from clear and wide sightlines, where floor-to-ceiling windows frame 
exterior views and create the appearance of uninterrupted space.

TOP: Large windows throughout the home display 
Gordon’s love for natural light. RIGHT: Gordon draws 
the eye upward with subtle detailing on the ceiling, 
delineating room perimeters in the open space. BELOW: 
A large, comfortable dining table to accommodate their 
large family was a must for the Weimas. OPPOSITE PAGE: 
At the base of this home’s design is space for family time, 
including this oversize island with multiple workstations. 

“I ALWAYS PUT MYSELF IN
MY CLIENTS’ SHOES, AND
BASE MY DESIGN ON WHAT
I KNOW ABOUT THEM.”  
– Gordon Weima 

Continued on page 36
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After living in their original bungalow on 
this site for 10 years, the Weimas knew exactly 
where the light would fall during different 
seasons and different times of day. They 
incorporated that knowledge to maximize 
light and assist with heating and cooling 
during winter and summer. 

The design centrepiece is the staircase 
(Accurate Stairs & Railings), placed in the 
middle of the main floor. With open-tread 
risers, steel stringer railings and intricate 
details in the corners and connections, the 
staircase promotes airflow and movement of 
light, all while creating a “wow” factor. 

Open-concept living spaces can be 
cavernous, but Gordon cleverly delineates the 
areas in a simple but ingenious way, drawing 
the eye upwards. Over the staircase, he creates 
a subtle focal point, accomplished by applying 
an extra layer of drywall. Coffered ceilings, 
trimmed with lights and a bold light fixture 
grab the gaze in just the right spot.

“It visually breaks up the open concept,” 
says Gordon.

That ceiling detail was used in other areas 
of the house, like the kitchen, dining room 
and primary bedroom. This is reflective of the 
cohesiveness of the design, where every element 
overtly plays a role in creating dramatic impact 
and the comfort that comes with home.

LEFT: The powder 
room reflects the 
nuanced, natural 
décor seen throughout 
this house. FAR 
LEFT: Sightlines are 
extended through 
large windows. ABOVE 
LEFT: The Weimas 
commissioned a Sheila 
Ballantyne painting 
of an island near the 
family cottage, hanging 
here above the 
staircase. ABOVE: The 
sunny lounge is a cosy 
spot for reading and 
reflection. TOP RIGHT: 
Gordon’s home office 
even has its own stylish 
entryway. MIDDLE 
RIGHT: A large patio 
provides extra living 
space outside. RIGHT: 
This lovely home 
office won a GOBHA 
award in 2020.

Continued on page 38
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In the kitchen, stone (Merkley 
Supply Ltd., installed by Dawson & 
Jacklin Masonry) runs up the wall 
to balance the weight of the stately 
stone fireplace (High Energy Gas 
& Wood) in the opposite space. 
Stone also lines the wall in the bright 
walkout lower level. In the mudroom 
on the lower level, Gordon used 
the same rich hardwood (Gaylord 
Hardwood Flooring) as the main 
floor, installed shiplap-style behind 
a custom bench.

With a big extended family 
that includes 11 grandchildren, the 
kitchen had to be spacious enough 
to accommodate lots of people and 
multiple cooks. An oversize island 
(Gerry’s Custom Built Kitchens & 
Vanities, countertop from Ottawa 
Granite Pro Inc.) stretches out with 
plenty of room for two workstations. 
There are three ovens and a large 
pantry with rollout drawers.

ABOVE LEFT: Large windows in the primary bedroom bring in tons of natural light. ABOVE RIGHT: There 
is a place for everything with ample storage in the primary bedroom. BELOW: The en suite features smart 
motion-sensor lighting.

Continued on page 40

Now Open
Pella Experience Centre

You’re invited to explore our new Pella Experience Centre — our window and door studio that changes 

how you shop. Gain inspiration from our style gallery and easily compare products and styles to match 

your home and budget.

Experience a new way to shop for windows and doors. 

Pella Window & Door Experience Centre:
Nepean, B-540 West Hunt Club Road | 613.727.8080 | PellaofToronto.com
To book an appointment, please contact Erika at vandrielel@pella.com38  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1
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Just off the kitchen is a laundry room, 
which functions beyond wash and fold. It’s 
also home to the Weimas’ second dishwasher, 
second fridge and a smart gadget that just 
makes life easier – a HandyWaiter (WB 
Fowler Industries). It runs down to the 
lower-level garage and delivers groceries to the 
kitchen and pantry for unpacking.

The home office provides a cosy and 
creative space for Gordon to drive his designs, 
but is practical as well. It is plumbed and 
can be easily converted to a second main-
floor bedroom with bath to permit aging in 
place down the road.

What this home demonstrates is that, 
although the concept of home is intangible, 
it can be broken down and built through 
physical design, especially when you have 
decades to distill your ideas.

“This home is really just an extension of 
where we lived 35 years ago,” says Gordon.  OH

A sleek mudroom uses the same hardwood as the
upper floor. ABOVE: This unique staircase appears
to be floating, thanks to a myriad of design details. 

ABOVE RIGHT: The laundry room is a functional hub, 
with an extra dishwasher, fridge and HandyWaiter. 

RIGHT: The same stone is used inside and outside the 
home, lending unity to the décor.

The best home is yet to come...

...Yours.

The best home 
is yet to come...

...Yours.

613 . 747 . 0204

info@accuratestairs.ca

A step in the 
right direction.

Accurate_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-07   11:29 AM
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Pastel
PALETTE

Blush

These tones vibe seamlessly 
in most colour schemes.

Blue

Soft ocean-like blues 
carry us away.

Purple

These hues are reminiscent 
of spring blossoms.

Mint & Teal

Whimsical and fun  
but not overpowering.

HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO INCORPORATE THESE SOFT HUES INTO YOUR SPACE. 

STORY MICHELLE BERWICK
PHOTOGRAPHY LARRY ARNAL

The world is craving a little whimsy. Requests 
from our clients have gone from “keep it 
neutral” and “keep it white” to “let’s have 
a little fun.” Enter the pastel palette. Let us 
show you how to sprinkle this whimsical colour 
scheme into your home in fresh new ways.

PAINT
Paint an accent wall and repeat that colour through accessories. The 
shade doesn’t need to match perfectly; mixing and matching shades of the 
same colour creates dimension and sophistication.

Spray your kitchen island. People are usually scared to do this. We often 
hear, “What if we don’t like it in 10 years?” We would rather you be in love 
with something for seven-to-10 years than feel blah about it for 15.

Refinish your furniture. You don’t always have to resort to white. 
Sometimes a soft colour can feel like a neutral.

Paint your cabinetry. A minty hue on lower cabinets can be an 
unexpected surprise when entering a kitchen. Don’t forget about your 
laundry room! A perfect spot to really go for it.

TILE
Yes, bring on the tiles! We know it can be 
scary, but you won’t regret it. We love using 
a bold colour or pattern on a tile, especially 
when it’s a spot with only a little bit of square 
footage like a shower niche.

FABRIC
A few toss cushions? A comforter? Even 
a throw blanket. No need to go wild; we 
want the colours to speak for themselves.

Layering colourful patterns and textures 
in your space will bring the room to life. 
Whether large or small scale, pattern 
brings a playfulness to a room.

FLORALS
Make it temporary. Florals are a wonderful 
way to incorporate a fresh pop of colour. 
The best part is you can switch between 
whatever colours you want that week.  OH

ACCESSORIES
It’s one of the easiest ways to take the plunge 
into pops of colour. Little art pieces for 
shelves, decorative objects and books are all 
small ways to make a big impact.

ARTWORK
A large-scale colour print will work 
wonders in a space and is a great 
opportunity to showcase your 
personality. Incorporating a mural can 
also be a fun way to add colour to a room.

Designer Michelle Berwick specializes in residential 
and commercial interior design.

PastelPalette.indd   DPS 2021-04-28   8:27 PM

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1   |  4342  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

decorating



PH
O

TO
: S

A
N

D
Y 

M
A

C
K

A
Y

RECREATE THIS LOOK IN YOUR OWN HOME.

DECKED OUT
All

1
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4
1. SUNPAN: Logan 
End Table in White  
2. MODLOFT: Netta 
Sectional Sofa  3. ARD 
OUTDOOR: Bayside 
Round Coffee Table  
4. SURYA: Big Sur 
BSR-2309 Rug  
5. WEST ELM: Palma 
Outdoor Rattan Lounge 
Chair  6. RENWIL: 
Midland Outdoor 
Pillow  7. ABBOTT 
COLLECTION: Large 
Spiral String Planter  OH

AllDeckedOut.indd   2 2021-04-27   3:43 PM

Design Office and Show Room
77 Holland Avenue      (613)721-8195
inquiries@yardsunlimited.com     www.yardsunlimited.com

.I N CL A N D S C A P I N G
U N L I M I T E DY A R D S

613-688-2800
urbanstairs.com

 
 

846 Churchill Ave. N.

Stair & Railing  
Systems 

 
Stair Recaps

Stair Parts  
 

Hardwood Flooring
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THE PLACE 

TGI Quartz and Granite focuses on 
design consultations and sales for the 
retail market, along with their B2B 
partner The Stone Fabricator, which 
provides stone slabs and additional 
accessories like sinks and faucets. 
Together, they offer end-to-end 
service, including design, digital laser 
measurements, CNC fabrication and 
installation. TGI recently opened a 
3,500 sq. ft. showroom in Ottawa’s west 
end and a 3,200 sq. ft. showroom in 
the east end. Both are bright, inviting 
spaces with design centres, samples 
and slabs on site. 

stunning 
STONES

HIGH-TECH TOOLS 

You may have a wishlist 
for your kitchen or bath 
project but visualizing it 
can be a challenge. TGI 
removes the guesswork by 
offering a digital kitchen 
and bath visualizer on their 
website, with numerous 
colours, materials and 
configurations. Customers 
can work directly with 
TGI’s qualified and savvy 
designers to consider 
options for projects across a 
broad price point. 

CUSTOMER COMMITMENT

What really sets TGI apart, according to Roldan, is their 
proven commitment to customer service. “We want 
our customers to fall in love with their counters every 
day and feel confident in their choices. We ensure an 
excellent customer experience from beginning to end 
and beyond,” says Roldan. They recently won the 2021 
Consumer Choice Award (CCA) for Ottawa and region in 
the countertop category for the third year in a row.

WHAT’S TRENDING 
Quartz colours, particularly 
TSF 24Pack’s Catalina, Julietta 
and Madison. Also trending: 
large, book-matched islands, 
waterfall panels and mitred 
edge profiles.  OH

OUTDOOR KITCHEN

For an outdoor kitchen, materials have 
to be durable and stand up to the 
elements. TGI recommends Cosentino 
Dekton, the darker tones of the Natural 
Stone Collection in the TSF 24Pack and 
leathered dark granites.

WHICH STONE IS FOR YOU?

“Choose a stone that suits your home, 
your character and your lifestyle,” says 
Roldan Guerrero, President of TGI. 
“Consider colour palette, pattern, 
durability and material. For best value, 
start with the TSF 24Pack,” says Roldan. 
Customers are encouraged to bring 
samples home. It’s important to try them 
in different light and times of day to get a 
proper feel for how they will look at home. 

Get There
Ottawa West 1884 Merivale Rd., Unit #1 
Ottawa East 3009 Hawthorne Rd., Unit #6 
613.729.5656 | tgiquartzandgranite.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
ALEXANDRA QUEZADA
ROLDAN GUERRERO

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1   |  4746  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

spotlight



ENSUITE
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*Sample suite: 1496 Sq.Ft.

Howard Grant Terrace, 1024 McGarry Terrace

LUXURY APARTMENTS TO RIVAL CONDO LIVING 
NOW LEASING ACROSS OTTAWA!

LÉPINE APARTMENTS OFFERS YOU A HOME IN WHICH TO ENJOY 
LIFE TODAY WHILE YOU PLAN FOR A BRIGHTER TOMORROW. 

Quality Apartments from 740-1500 Sq.Ft.

CALL 
TODAY!

Rent Includes:
24/7 concierge security, 
six appliances, heating, 
air conditioning, hot 
water, window coverings, 
locker and bicycle 
storage, �tness centre, 
saltwater pool, yoga 
studio, sauna, reception 
hall, entertainment 
lounge, and public 
terraces with barbecues.

1024 McGarry Terrace Quality Apartments from 740-1500 Sq.Ft.

LepineApartments.com

1.888.4LEPINE

BOOK A LEASING APPOINTMENT TODAY  |  LepineApartments.com  |  1.888.4LEPINE

Enjoy suite dreams: 
Beautiful views, soft sunlight, and 
rich maple accents make your suite 
the perfect place to unwind.

Experience re�nement: 
Entertain guests in your gourmet kitchen 
equipped with sleek appliances, granite 
countertops, and vast pantries.

LÉPINE LOCATIONS: KANATA, OVERBROOK, BARRHAVEN, CARLETON PLACE, RENFREW

Save money: 
No maintenance fees, 
property taxes, or mortgage 
interest fees.

A vital and often neglected component in a healthy life is air 
quality. As our understanding of health and well-being continues 
to grow, so too does our understanding of the requisite for 
quality air; nowhere more so than in our homes, where we 
spend up to 65% of our time. As apartment living increasingly 
becomes the sustainable mode of housing, it is of paramount 
importance that people learn to identify air quality in Apartment 
Buildings, and what distinguishes a clean habitat versus an 
unsanitary one. The air you breathe indoors can be 4-6 times 
more contaminated than fresh outdoor air. Those with pre-
existing conditions feel the effects of poor air quality ten-fold, 
as pollutants can accelerate the aging of lung tissue and reduce 
your quality of life. With air quality having such a profound 
impact on our physical health, it is important to identify what 
factors control our indoor environment.  

Many apartment buildings still employ older design practices 
that have major weaknesses that allow air to be shared 
from unit to unit. Typically, the air would be pumped into 
common areas such as hallways and then transfer into the 
individual apartments. This poses a potential problem as you 
are exchanging pet dander, food odours, bacteria, and other 
particulates which seep through filters and may be inhaled. 
One might think to solve this by cracking open a window, but 
this is not always convenient, especially when the weather 
is inhospitable, be it during our harsh winters or hot, humid 
summers. Not only that, but by opening a window, you may now 
invite noise pollution from outside, as well as vehicular exhaust, 
dust, pollen, and mould. Adding to this dilemma is the global 
virus outbreak. Now more than ever, we do not want to be 
sharing our “bubble” with others, as we try to reduce infection 
rates in time for a vaccine to be dispersed. 

Thankfully, there is a practical solution to poor indoor air quality: 
Compartmentalization. 

When looking for a rental with high-quality air, you want 
to ask your agent or prospective landlord about Apartment 
Compartmentalization. Higher quality apartment buildings will 
be designed in a series of self-contained compartments. These 
compartments each make up an individual unit, separated 
from common areas, other apartments, and the garage itself. 
You want to find a builder who designs every single unit to be 
supplied with its own fresh-air intake, with ventilation taking the 
exhaust directly outside. This will prevent air transfer from one 
apartment to the next.  

Beyond air intake, other factors are at play for air quality. In 
an apartment building, you may want to ask about what sort 
of attributes are in their partition walls. Ideally, you would have 
walls with double acoustic insulation dividing each unit. This will 
provide you with an energy-efficient, noise-canceling, fire-resistant, 
and air-tight home. A masterful builder will also know that proper 
compartmentalization goes beyond the vertical divides of walls, 
but also the horizontal spaces between ceilings and floors. It is 
important for a prospective tenant to know what separates their 
unit from another both horizontally as well as vertically. Each 
self-contained compartment should be encased in a combination 
of concrete, metallic, and dry wall partitions that provide non-
combustible protection against the threat of fire. There is great 
uncompromising value in safety and protection that is often over-
looked in place of cosmetic finishes. 

One final element you might want to explore when shopping 
for a new residence is the engineering behind the windows and 
their installation. High quality windows will prevent exterior 
air flow from getting in, insulate internal temperatures, and 
minimize convection, all while providing natural outdoor light and 
contributing to an aesthetically pleasing home. 

When looking at a residence’s windows, you want something 
with a low emissivity rating. This will keep the outdoors outside 
and allow for better temperature control. In an ideal unit the 
windows would be double-glazed with sealed argon gas to 
keep the cold from seeping in. Beyond the glass itself, be sure 
to ask about how the window is seated into the frame and 
wall. Professional builders will employ extruded window frames 
with a compartmentalized design that buffers against exterior 
air transmission and moisture. In Canada’s unruly climate, you 
want your windows perfectly airtight through a combination of 
caulking, insulation and framing. 

“Higher quality apartment buildings will be designed in a series of 
self-contained compartments” 

Your apartment is your sanctuary from the outside world. You want 
it to provide you with a clean and healthy space for you and your 
loved ones. Cosmetic finishes are the first thing we notice when 
shopping but should not be the last. Air may be invisible, but the 
implications it brings are glaringly salient. When shopping, it is 
well worth your time to investigate the engineering and thought 
processes behind your new apartment and what lies hidden 
beneath the surface. 

YOU ARE 
WHAT  
YOU 
BREATHE 
L ÉP INE  APARTMENTS 
by Joshua Magee 

O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E
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TO-GO
APEROL SPRITZ 
This classic summer cocktail is perfect to enjoy 
outdoors. It’s easy to make ahead and ideal 
for sharing.

CHARCUTERIE 
PICNIC BOX 
There’s nothing better than charcuterie for a 
picnic. Whip up a quick charcuterie box and 
head to the beach to enjoy the sunset!

A How-To Guide to Charcuterie:

pack a
PICNIC

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

MAKE THESE THREE SIMPLE RECIPES
TO-GO FOR YOUR NEXT AL FRESCO MEAL.

WHAT YOU WILL NEED

Meats and cheeses 
– choose 2-3 of your 
favourites

Fruits – grapes, 
berries and kiwi

Dried fruits – apricots, 
figs or dates

Condiments – olives, jams, 
grainy mustard and nuts

Crackers and bread

A portable to-go box 
– you can use a baking 
dish as well

TIPS AND TRICKS

Try layering a variety of textures 
and colours. You don’t want 
similar items next to each other.

Start with the bowls you 
will use. These will act as a 
placeholder for the rest.

Next, layer in your larger items 
(the cheeses and then the 
larger fruits).

Crackers come next, then fill in 
the spaces with things like dried 
fruits and nuts.

Rule of thumb: Start with the 
larger items and work your way 
into filling the gaps. Finish by 
filling your condiment bowls.

INGREDIENTS 

Aperol

Dry sparkling wine 

Soda 

Oranges, to garnish 

1L sealable container 

DIRECTIONS

The recipe for this cocktail is very 
simple – just follow this ratio: 1 part 
Aperol and 1 part soda to 2 parts 
sparkling wine.

Simply mix together all ingredients in a 
resealable container.

Serve over ice with a slice of orange.

PackAPicnic.indd   2-3 2021-05-10   1:13 PM
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DIRECTIONS

Over a double boiler, whisk 
together egg yolks and ¼ 
cup of sugar. Continually 
whisk for about 10 minutes 
until the sugar is dissolved 
and yolks double in size 
and turn pale yellow. Set 
aside to cool.

In a separate bowl, whip 
cream and the remaining 
sugar until stiff peaks form.

Once cooled, fold the 
mascarpone cheese into 
the egg yolk mixture 
until combined.

Next, gently fold yolk 
mixture in the whipping 
cream until combined.

In a shallow bowl, combine 
espresso and liquor.

TO ASSEMBLE

Break lady fingers into pieces 
to fit the circumference of 
the mason jars. This will 
be a bit messy and won’t 
be perfect. Quickly dip the 
lady finger pieces into the 
espresso and place into the 
mason jar in an even layer.

Top with about two 
tablespoons of the cream 
mixture and repeat 
the layers.

Sprinkle cocoa powder on 
top to finish. 

Place the lid on each jar and 
store in the fridge for up to 
one week. They taste better 
after a few days! 

RECIPE NOTES 

*Traditionally, tiramisu is 
made with Marsala wine but 
you can also use rum, brandy 
or coffee-flavored liquor. 

**Depends on the size of 
your mason jars. 

Traditionally, tiramisu is 
made with raw egg yolk but 
this recipe tempers the yolks 
to ensure safe consumption 
and shelf life.  OH

MASON JAR 
TIRAMISU  
This recipe is the perfect to-go dessert 
this summer – easy to transport and 
eat outdoors. It also stays true to the 
original by utilizing egg yolk to give it a 
custard-like feel.

INGREDIENTS 
(Serves 6)

4 egg yolks 

½ cup granulated 
sugar, separated 

¾ cup heavy cream 

1 cup 
mascarpone cheese 

1 cup 
espresso, cold 

¼ cup liquor 
of choice*

12-18 lady fingers** 

Cocoa powder, 
for dusting 

6 500 ml mason jars 

PackAPicnic.indd   4-5 2021-05-10   1:13 PM

Brent Conley
Sales Representative

Your Home                        Your Agent

Brent Conley
Sales Representative

Email: brentconley@royallepage.ca

Direct: 613-761-0123

Selling 
  your 
home?
Let’s put a SOLD sign on your lawn!
I’ve had the privilege of working with hundreds of 
clients to ensure their sale has been profitable,  
stress-free and successful.  
But don’t take it from me...take it from them:

“Brent’s customer service, attention to detail & 
genuine care, really sets him apart. I’ve referred him 
to many of my friends & family – everyone comes 
back to me saying how professional & hardworking  
he is. Thank you Brent!” – Robyn K.

“Brent’s years of experience shows. By trusting his 
advice, we were able to sell our home within days.”   
– Paul & Debbie

I am passionate about providing a positive & 
pleasurable experience for my clients. It would be an 
honour for you to join my family of satisfied clients.
Call me today. I’ll put a SOLD sign on your lawn and 
a smile on your face.

For more testimonials go to brentconley.ca

BrentConley_vert_rev_UM21.indd   1 2021-05-28   11:56 AM
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urban 
TRANQUILITY

For Claudio Falsetto, President of Revelstoke Custom 
Homes & Renovations, every project is a chance to 
build on success. “We try to improve every time,” says 
Claudio, although it is hard to imagine what could be 
better than the 3,300 sq. ft., four-bedroom beauty the 
firm recently completed in Alta Vista.

STORY  SUSAN SYKES
PHOTOGRAPHY  GORDON KING

Continued on page 56
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DDesigned by Jason Flynn of Flynn 
Architect, the home is inspired by the 
iconic style of Frank Lloyd Wright, updated 
to meet the needs of the modern family. 
Clean lines and neutral stonework from 
Merkley Supply Ltd. allow the home 
to blend naturally into the streetscape of 
the established neighbourhood without 
sacrificing architectural interest. To keep it 
from overpowering the surrounding homes, 
its size and placement respect the contours 
of the lot. “It sits well within the minimum 
setbacks,” notes Claudio.

The generous, two-storey foyer is flooded 
with natural light that streams through the 
many large windows from Dalmen Pro 
Windows. Conveniently tucked off the 
main entrance is a home office, complete 
with beautiful and functional double doors 
from De La Fontaine Doors to muffle the 
sounds of family life happening in the rest of 
the house. Floor-to-ceiling windows provide 
a clear view of the front yard from the office 
space, perfect for keeping an eye on the kids 
while working from home (landscaping by 
ALM Construction & Landscaping).

The remainder of the main floor is 
dedicated to an expansive open-concept 
kitchen and living space. The kitchen 
has an immediate wow factor, equipped 
with all the bells and whistles, including 
top-of-the-line Fisher & Paykel appliances 
from Universal Appliances, modern 
European-designed cabinetry from Irpinia 
Kitchens, and the enduring beauty of 
quartz countertops.

Although the kitchen is wide open to the 

dining area and living room beyond, a sleek 
wall of built-in cabinetry in dark wood tones 
provides ample storage and minimizes visual 
clutter. With seating for four, the island 
anchors the kitchen and invites family and 
guests alike to gather around. For more formal 
meals, there is plenty of space at the full-size 
dining table adjacent to the kitchen.

This family-friendly hub is completed by a 
bright and airy living area, with lots of room 
to relax and unwind together. The back wall 

of the house is almost entirely glass, with 
multiple patio doors providing ease of access 
to the outdoors and bathing the space in 
warmth and light.

Asked for his favourite part of the home’s 
layout, Claudio points to the practical 
placement of the amenities – including the 
thoughtfully tucked-away powder room 
by the rear entrance. This way, he reasons, 
it’s easily accessible to children or guests 
enjoying the backyard.

LEFT: Great care was taken to ensure this modern home respected the 
streetscape of this established neighbourhood (landscaping by ALM 
Construction & Landscaping). TOP: The kitchen cabinetry offers pleasing 
contrast with darker finishes. ABOVE: The luxe and long quartz island is the 
perfect family gathering spot. OPPOSITE PAGE: Numerous sightlines are 
available from the dining table in the wide-open space.

Continued on page 58
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Families will also appreciate the function 
of the oversize mudroom with its handy built-
in bench, hooks and cubbies.

Back in the foyer, the striking staircase 
seems to float towards the second level, its 
open risers and clear glass railing allowing 
for unobstructed sightlines throughout 
the main level.

Upstairs, the main attraction is an inviting 
principal suite that Claudio envisioned as 
a sanctuary for the homeowners to relax 
and recharge. The spacious bedroom area 
features hardwood flooring that flows into 
the drool-worthy walk-in closet, fitted 
with custom shelving and drawers to keep 
everything organized.

The en suite feels like a five-star hotel, with 
an extra-large walk-in shower and separate 
water closet. A clever dividing wall provides 
a little extra privacy for the freestanding tub, 
tucked behind the floating vanity. Large-scale 
floor tile from EuroTile & Stone makes a 
strong statement despite its calm, neutral tones, 
while the shower floor brings in a contrasting 
dark wall tile and a smaller mosaic pattern 
underfoot for extra texture and interest.

Three additional bedrooms round out the 
second-floor sleeping quarters, offering ample 
space to keep the rest of the family happy. “We 
made sure they were all the same size so there 
would be no fighting over the bigger room,” 
laughs Claudio.

ABOVE: The wall of 
windows bathes the 
living room in natural 
light. TOP RIGHT: 
Families will love this 
stylish mudroom, 
with built-in bench, 
hooks and storage. 
RIGHT: Neutral finishes 
were selected to 
broaden appeal and 
outlast trends.

“We want every house we build 
to be a home, with a sense of 
connection to the community it’s 
in. – Claudio Falsetto

Continued on page 60
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Just off the kitchen, stairs lead down 
to the fully finished basement, which 
adds valuable family living space plus an 
additional bedroom.

Claudio always strives to provide the 
highest possible quality within the established 
budget. Because this home was built on 
spec by Revelstoke, he wanted to provide a 
blank canvas for the eventual buyers to add 
their own flair. The finishes throughout are 
luxurious but intentionally neutral, creating a 
subtle elegance that will stand the test of time. 
“I could picture life in this home perfectly 
before it was even finished,” says Claudio.

The Revelstoke team takes obvious pride 
in their work, fueled by the belief that little 
things make a big difference. It’s a philosophy 

ABOVE: This 
dreamy home 
office makes 
working from 
home wonderful. 
LEFT: Clear 
railings and open-
tread risers on 
the staircase help 
to amplify the 
sense of space.

Continued on page 62

April 16th to December 24th

The Perrault Family welcomes you to our winery  
located South of the charming village of Navan. 

Come and taste a great selection of wine at our tasting bar.
We offer whites, reds, a rosé and a wonderful dessert wine.

613-936-7237                        www.sheridaninteriors.ca
Ottawa, Cornwall, NY State

LUXURY

K i t c h e n s  &  B a t h s
I n c .

• SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS • NEWSLETTER ADS • SPONSORED ARTICLES • AND MORE

FOLLOW US ON

REACH 500,000+ PEOPLE ONLINE

EXPAND THE 
ONLINE PRESENCE 
OF YOUR BUSINESS

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR 
DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES
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that’s also fully embraced by their trusted 
suppliers and tradespeople, who repeatedly 
demonstrate that they are willing to go above 
and beyond. “We’re fortunate to work with so 
many dedicated, diligent people to help bring 
our homes to life,” says Claudio. “Some of them 
have been with us for decades.”

What’s the difference between a house and 
a home? Ultimately, it’s often more about the 
way it feels than anything else, a nuance that 
Claudio understands well. “We want every 
house we build to be a home, with a sense 
of connection to the community it’s in,” he 
says. Thoughtfully planned and meticulously 
finished, this is a house any family would love 
to call home.  OH

Rich hardwood floors create décor drama in the 
primary bedroom. RIGHT: The extra-wide shower 
sends a spa-like vibe. MIDDLE RIGHT: A dividing 
wall offers extra privacy for the deep soaker tub. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: This floating vanity reflects the 
neutral tones seen throughout the home.

Experience the Dalmen Pro Difference

613.706.4181  |  info@dalmenpro.com  |  dalmenpro.com

Dedicated experts you can trust.
Quality Energy Star Products you can depend on.

DalmePro_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-18   11:04 AM
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STYLE SECRET 
Staging is also about styling 
the space so potential 
buyers can see functionality 
and flow throughout the 
home. I always ensure 
every staged home is also 
professionally cleaned and 
organized. Every home 
deserves to be showcased 
to its full glory. 

Lucie 
Meloche

TOTAL REFRESH 
HOME STAGING
Total Refresh Home Staging brings your home 
“from now to wow.” Client education is a 
key component of reaching the goal of selling 
smarter, faster and for more money, which 
is essential for sellers in Ottawa’s red-hot 
property market. Staged homes help potential 
buyers envision themselves living there the 
moment they walk in. 

“Your home is your biggest 
investment, so capture the most 
equity you can get for you and 
your family. Why settle for less?”

STAGING IN A 
SELLERS MARKET
You have three seconds to 
capture potential buyers’ 
attention when they are 
searching for their new home 
on portal searches. For 
sellers, staging is crucial to set 
their home apart from their 
competition. 

Continued on page 66

Make your home beautiful inside and out  
with help from these local pros.

HOMEGROWN 
talent PHOTO: LORIE ANN WARREN

PHOTO: LORIE ANN WARREN

PHOTO: KEVIN BELANGER
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THE AVANT 
GARDENERS
The Avant Gardeners provide inspired, 
unique garden designs and installations, 
as well as rejuvenations of existing 
gardens. We are involved in every aspect 
of the project, from design to execution.  

Donna Warwick with Lola

“The Avant Gardeners are a small 
company delivering big results!”

CREATING AN 
OUTDOOR OASIS
What is most important to you? Are you 
trying to create some privacy, attract 
birds to your yard or create grand 
gardens to be enjoyed throughout the 
season? Make your outdoor oasis yours 
and enjoy your home.

GENERATION-3 
HOMES
Generation-3 Homes offers a popular step-
by-step process that helps answer questions 
and lets clients make informed decisions. The 
process focuses on usable, beautiful design for 
homeowners, with options that respect their 
budget. With a no-pressure approach, there is 
no major financial commitment until all these 
factors combined meet client approval. 

Chris Fleming 
& Julie Fleming 

“From initial design consult to your 
complete build solution – our capabilities 
and experience are far-reaching.”

HOW TO BEGIN 
A CUSTOM 
HOME DESIGN  
Reviewing the Linwood 
models on our website is 
an effective way for clients 
to define their scope of 
ideas and articulate their 
wishes. We’re then able 
to advise based on our 
experience and general 
cost expectations, while 
helping clients narrow their 
search to one or two models 
that best fit their objectives. 

WHAT'S HOT 
THIS SUMMER? 
After the hot, dry summer 
we experienced last year, 
many homeowners have 
given up on their lawns.  
Replacing your lawn with 
decorative rocks, river 
stone and garden beds is 
a practical alternative to 
high-maintenance turf.

Before

After
Continued on page 68

TAKING THE 
STRESS  
OUT OF THE 
BUILD PROCESS
Our price-protection 
guarantees have saved 
our clients money and 
lets them enjoy the build 
journey without stress. 
Our transparency and 
experience provide 
solutions and a plan for 
a path forward, ensuring 
comfort in making a major 
financial decision. 

PH
O

TO
S:

 K
EV

IN
 B

EL
A

N
G

ER

PH
O

TO
S:

 K
EV

IN
 B

EL
A

N
G

ER

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1   |  6766  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

people & places



CLARO CABINET 
MANUFACTURING
Claro Cabinets is a cabinet manufacturing 
company that caters to custom design, 
delivering exactly what the customer 
wants for more than 12 years. They have 
the capability and the expertise to create 
cabinetry in a wide range of finishes, 
colours, materials and styles.

Milan, Jacob, Mike, Spenser & Burnie

“Custom is our standard. 
It doesn’t cost extra.”

CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
CUSTOM SOLUTION
We get to know customers and how 
they intend to use their homes. We 
ask: “What do you want your kitchen 
to do for you?” and provide options 
to have that experience. 

TAILORED LIVING
The Tailored Living professionals are local organization 
experts focusing on in-home solutions, including the 
garage. The process begins with determining unique 
customer needs and delivering custom storage products 
to enhance liveability and functionality. Serving Ottawa 
for more than 11 years, offering outstanding service and 
personalized solutions to fit your home and lifestyle, 
they are eager to connect customers with storage 
options that are stylish and sensible. 

Jason Allen

BENEFITS OF  
CUSTOM CLOSETS
A closet without an organizational 
storage system can be a chaotic 
nightmare. By installing a custom closet, 
you’ll be able to utilize every space to 
maximize function, efficiency and beauty. 
Custom closets create calm.

MAKING THE  
GARAGE MORE USABLE
Having quality storage off the floor 
for your garage is great for keeping it 
organized. You’ll be able to find exactly 
what you’re looking for when you need 
it and wonder how you ever overlooked 
this room in your home.

WHAT IS YOUR 
DESIGN PROCESS?
We provide a collaborative, 
interactive experience for 
customers. Giving customers an 
active role lets them see their 
home project as something they 
have built for themselves, making 
it that much more beautiful.

“Good storage space is valuable in any 
home and you can never have enough.”

Continued on page 70
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LAURYSEN KITCHENS
Family-owned Laurysen Kitchens was founded in 1970. They 
manufacture semi-custom and custom kitchens, vanities and 
closet organizers. Laurysen continues to expand in markets 
across Ontario and uses technology to keep the company 
competitive in today’s marketplace. Vice president of sales and 
marketing Giuseppe Castrucci is retiring in June after 30 years 
with the company.

Giuseppe 
Castrucci

“In business 
and life, I was 
mentored to 
always help 
someone 
out with no 
expectation of 
personal gain.”

MOST MEMORABLE PROJECT
My first millwork project was the Heart Institute, 
which was later visited by Princess Diana. Also 
memorable is the home of the Ottawa Senators – 
the Canadian Tire Centre.

WHAT’S TRENDING?
Sleek, modern kitchens and matte finishes on 
cabinets and countertops.  OH

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

Call Lucie for a FREE no obligation estimate. 613.769.6597

BEFORE

AFTER

Lucie  
Meloche 
Certified 
Home  
Stager  
& Stylist

 go.totalrefreshhomestaging.ca   

lucie@totalrefreshhomestaging.ca

 @ totalrefreshhomestaging

Total Refresh_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-10   2:22 PM

BARWOOD
FLOORING
ONE MAIN LOCATION TO SERVE YOU:
155 Colonnade Road S, NEPEAN  |  T: 613-225-0296
www.barwoodflooring.com
 

“Flooring for life.”

Celebrating over 50 years of excellence,  
Barwood Flooring is Ottawa’s Premier  
leading flooring specialist. 
Our Showroom, located in Nepean,  
will mesmerize you with a wide array of the 
finest quality of flooring selections such as 
HARDWOOD, CORK, LAMINATE, LEATHER, 
HAND-SCRAPED, ENGINEERED, VINYL,  
STAIR REFACING to reflect your home’s 
sophistication and to suit every style and 
budget. Our sales consultants are highly 
knowledgeable with our products and will 
respond to any of your questions.  
Estimates are FREE.  
Our warehouse is a humidity-controlled 
environment, unique in Ontario. 

Red Oak 
Natural Collection

Barwood_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-13   11:34 AM
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w
Just outside of the bustling city centre of Ottawa lies 
the quiet, rural community of Diamondview Estates. 
This quaint Carp neighbourhood is comprised of new 
two-storey and bungalow homes by Phoenix Homes.

A BUNGALOW

With an impressive roster of beautiful family 
homes, condos and rental units, Phoenix 
Homes has carved out a reputation for 
outstanding quality and craftsmanship. Since 
1997 the company has built 5,000 homes in 
Ottawa and surrounding areas.

Among the various single-family homes, one 
particular model – the Springfield bungalow 
– has stood out for many new homebuyers and 
those among the local design community. 

The fully-furnished Springfield model 
bungalow feels anything but cookie-cutter. 
The 1,730 sq. ft. home is built on a generous 
50 ft. lot with views of the community and 
undeveloped landscape beyond. Chock-full 
of wow features and custom upgrades, the 
model home helps potential buyers truly 

visualize themselves in the space. 
Rahul Kochar is the Vice President of 

Operations for Phoenix Homes. He says they 
put their own spin on designing a modern 
bungalow that families can transition through. 

“I think for a family with two kids, it 
certainly is a great long-term home,” he says. 
“I’ve definitely seen a trend among younger 
families contemplating bungalows over 
traditional two-storey homes because the 
parents realize they can hang onto the home 
through multiple stages of their life, instead of 
having to shift to something else later.” 

Bungalows in the past were typically 
focused on emptynesters, not necessarily 
affording the kind of space that a family might 
require, but Rahul says that’s changing.

LEFT: The towering fireplace is a stunner, with 
dramatic wainscotting. ABOVE: Homebuyers can 
choose between four exterior options.

Room to grow
STORY BRIANNE SMITH
PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

Continued on page 74
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“You’re seeing bungalows with secondary 
and tertiary bedrooms as being a reasonable 
size for full-time occupants,” he says.

It’s easy to see why this model has been 
among the builder’s most acknowledged 
designs. No small detail has gone unnoticed 
in the bungalow, which features an expansive 
entryway, three spacious bedrooms and a 
swoon-worthy en suite bathroom. 

The back half of the house opens up to 
what Phoenix Homes calls the great room, 
which is comprised of an open-concept 
kitchen (Spectrum Kitchen & Bath 
Design), living room and dining space. 
Impressive 12 ft. ceilings open up the space 
and give it a sense of grandeur. 

With a choice between four striking 
exterior options, Springfield homebuyers have 
flexibility and variety in both the outside and 
inside of their bungalow with an assortment 
of custom finishes and upgrades. 

TOP: A deep and bright foyer permits comfortable 
passage in and out of the home. RIGHT: A huge 
island is the perfect place to gather the family or to 
entertain in this wide-open space. 

Continued on page 77
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One of Rahul’s favourite features is the 
striking row of windows that runs along the 
entire back portion of the house, bathing 
the main living space in an abundance of 
natural daylight. 

“You get a design impact item there,” he 
says. “For a targeted demographic this home 
really ticks all the boxes.”

So far, the Springfield model has been a 
popular choice in both the Diamondview 
Estates and White Tail Ridge (Almonte) 
communities. In the Diamondview Estates 
neighbourhood, five Springfield models were 
sold during Phase Two, with Phase Three 
properties set to be released shortly. 

Since the model was released in March 
2019, Rahul says its popularity has only 
increased. He attributes this to people 
being able to walk through and feel the 
attributes that could potentially make up 
their future home. 

ABOVE: This home is award-winning, taking two GOHBA 
awards in 2020. BELOW: The laundry is conveniently 
located off the garage. RIGHT: Banks of windows infuse 
the great room with natural light. FAR RIGHT: A bright 
formal dining room is an elegant space for entertaining.

Continued on page 78

“FOR A TARGETED 
DEMOGRAPHIC 
THIS HOME 
REALLY TICKS 
ALL THE BOXES.”
- Rahul Kochar
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“It’s not unusual for builders to see 
the sale of a particular model ramp up 
considerably after they’ve built a physical 
model of that house,” he says. “There’s a very 
strong correlation to people being able to 
physically walk through a model and that 
model’s success.” 

Springfield didn’t just catch the attention of 
homebuyers; it has also been widely recognized 
by the Ottawa design community, with Phoenix 
taking home a number of awards at the 2020 
GOHBA Awards. They received two for the 
Springfield bungalow, including Production 
Home: Single Detached Under $600,000 and 
Best Single-Family Home Under 2,000 sq. ft.

The awards, presented early this year, 
came at a time when the construction 
industry was facing, and continues to face, 
unprecedented challenges due to the global 
COVID-19 pandemic. Like many companies, 

Phoenix Homes had to comply with imposed 
regulations, which have included halts in 
construction, impacts to human resources and 
shortages of crucial building supplies.

Despite the setbacks, Rahul says the 
company took the opportunity to strengthen 
their online resources by going paperless. In 
doing so they were able to cut down their 
environmental impact, reduce office costs and 
improve efficiency for new buyers all while 
minimizing human contact.

“You’re sort of now buying a home online. 
You’re not necessarily putting it in a virtual 
shopping cart and hitting checkout, but 
essentially your entire process can be handled 
without actually having to go to a sales 
centre,” Rahul says. “You need to take the best 
of a bad situation and figure out how you can 
pull some positives out of it for your process 
and the health of the company.”

ABOVE LEFT: The primary bedroom is soft and 
inviting, featuring rich hardwood floors and large 
windows. ABOVE: The en suite is luxe and leaves no 
décor detail behind.Continued on page 80 ottawa@tailoredliving.com 

www.TailoredLiving.com

FREE In-Home Consultation

Closets  •  Garages  •  Murphy Beds  •  Pantries  •  Flooring  •  Whole Home Organization

Custom Closet Solutions

Garage Flooring & Storage

Tailored_SP21.indd   1 2021-01-25   12:03 PM
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Despite the challenges of the last year, 
Phoenix Homes is showing no sign of slowing 
down. In fact, it’s doing the very opposite. With 
community developments in four fast-growing 
Ottawa communities, the team’s sights are set on 
the future. Phase Three of Diamondview Estates 
is scheduled to be released this summer along 
with upcoming projects in Orléans and Kanata. 

“We are revamping our approach to elevations 
before our next release where we will offer our 
homes in an entry-level Modern Farmhouse 
version, an upgraded Craftsman version and a 
further upgraded Modern version,” says Rahul.

Additionally, Phoenix Homes owns and 
operates a granite and flooring supplier, Stone 
Design Concepts Inc. and are in the process of 
acquiring more sub-contracting companies.  OH

RIGHT: The secondary 
bedrooms rival the 
primary bedroom in 
size. BELOW RIGHT: 
The main bathroom 
features chic and 
contemporary finishes. 
BELOW: Welcoming 
bedrooms are a key 
component of making 
this bungalow so 
family-friendly.

“I THINK FOR A FAMILY
WITH TWO KIDS, IT

CERTAINLY IS A GREAT
LONG-TERM HOME.” 

We Listen and Beautiful Happens.

To book your Information Call, go to www.cpiinteriors.ca/contact or call 613-599-5564.

VISIT ONE OF OUR SHOWROOMS AT:
888 GUELPH ST., KITCHENER, ON | 519.579.3810

309 EXETER RD., LONDON, ON | 519.652.1677
1112 MARCH RD., KANATA, ON | 613.592.9111

1 .800.265.2290

Proud Canadian Manufacturer Since 1961

QUALITY & PRIDE BUILT INTO EVERY WINDOW 

ENJOY THE VIEW

2021-OURHOMES-GOLDEN-SUMMER.indd   1 5/10/2021   3:16:04 PM
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Call us for a FREE initial consultation and project overview.

.

calabogielinwood@outlook.com    613-852-2789   linwoodhomes.com

Custom home building made  
easy for over 50 years.

500+ Designs
Premium material Package

All the local expertise that you need.

Authorized distributor of

Linwood_F20.indd   1 2020-10-05   3:30 PM

TOOLS & MATERIALS
Hammer

Pry bar

Jigsaw

Nails or deck screws

Exterior paint

Metal swivelling caster wheels

Painter’s tape

Exterior paint

2 wood pallets of the same size

4 – 1 x 6” spruce boards in 4-foot lengths

Paintable exterior caulking

Clear polyurethane

HOW-TO
Carefully disassemble one of the pallets 
using a pry bar and hammer. 

Using the hammer and claw, carefully 
remove all nails from the boards.

To create your tabletop, use the decking 
boards from the first pallet to fill the open 
spaces on the top of the second pallet. 
You may need to trim some of the boards 
with a jigsaw to fit. Hammer or screw all 
boards into place.

Flip the pallet and nail or screw stringers 
from the first pallet around the perimeter 
of the base. This will add height to the 
table and create a stronger base for 
installing the caster wheels.

Attach the new spruce boards to the 
sides of the table, creating a skirt. You 
may need to trim the boards to fit. 
Remember to keep the top edge of the 
boards even with the top of the table. 

Attach the casters to each corner of the 
table’s underside. 

Use caulking to fill nail holes or cracks on 
the table. 

Paint the entire table with an exterior paint.

Choose a design or pattern of your 
choice for the top. We used a five-
pointed star from a quilting pattern and 
marked the design using painter’s tape.

Apply two coats of paint to your pattern, 
allowing time to dry between coats.

Finally, seal the table with two coats of 
clear polyurethane, allowing time to dry 
between each coat.  OH

PALLET TABLE
PROJECT SARA MARTIN
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

SAVE A PALLET, 
MAKE A TABLE. 
THIS TABLE ON 
CASTERS WILL 
MAKE OUTDOOR 
LIVING A LITTLE 
EASIER AND 
A LOT MORE 
FUN BECAUSE 
YOU CAN ROLL 
IT WHERE YOU 
NEED IT MOST.

Patio

Decking Boards Stringers

Spruce Boards

PatioPalletTable.indd   2 2021-05-03   3:48 PM
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OTTAWA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

READY TO UPGRADE YOUR 
ROOF?
A designer roof will add a 
distinguished look to your 
home that will stand out in 
your neighbourhood. Metal 
shingles, skylights, new siding 
or eavestroughs will add value 
to your biggest investment. Our 
products come with an industry 
leading 50-year warranty, and 
we stand by our guarantees. 

Our excellence in customer 
service and quality roofing 
systems is what sets us 
apart from our competitors, 
permitting us to be one of 
the top roofing companies in 
the Ottawa area. Remember 
Me Roofing leads with strong 
core values such as training, 
support and recognition of 
our most important asset, our 
employees. Customer focus 
and driven, our goal is to 
build lasting relationships with 
homeowners and business to 
business through exceptional 
customer service, accountability, 
professionalism and above 
industry standards.

As a certified Master Elite 
roofing contractor, our team 
is dedicated to providing only 
top-quality workmanship, 
products and services. To see a 
full list of services our team can 
provide, visit our website now. 
remembermeroofing.com 
Call us today to discuss  
your next project: 
613.854.7663 
(Please see ad on pg 6)

BRENT CONLEY – YOUR 
SOURCE FOR OTTAWA REAL 
ESTATE INFORMATION 
Selling or buying your home 
is an exciting time! It can also 
be very stressful. My strongest 
responsibility to you as a client is 
to make the process financially 
rewarding – but also completely 
stress-free and positive.

With over 25 years of award-
winning sales and negotiation 
experience based on building 
positive client relationships, 
I’ve built a successful, referral-
based career focusing on 
putting my client’s needs first. 
My passionate commitment has 
always been that the customer 
is #1.

From our first meeting, 
my promise is to listen to 
you, provide unparalleled 
dedication and professional 
service, to conduct myself with 
full integrity and transparency 
and to provide strong 
communication at all stages. I 
will combine this commitment 
with the knowledge, information, 
research, analysis and expertise 
you require for a pleasurable, 
successful experience. 
My negotiation skills are 
unparalleled. Always, a high 
degree of professionalism is 
guaranteed – with a warm and 
personal touch.

Whether selling or buying 
– my goal is to exceed your 
highest expectations at all times.
Please explore my website: 
brentconley.ca and give me  
a call or send me a text  
to talk about real estate:
613.761.0123 or email me at 
brentconley@royallepage.ca
I look forward to working  
with you!
(Please see ad on pg 53)

DREAMING OF A 
BEAUTIFUL GARDEN?   
It all starts with a plan, whether 
it is to rejuvenate your existing 
landscape or create a new, 
inviting garden oasis. From 
welcoming entryways to 
backyard retreats, if you dream 
of having a beautiful outdoor 
space, the person to turn to is 
Candace Mallette Landscape 
Design for residential and 
commercial services. Candace is 
educated in creating landscapes 
from Guelph University and her 
team consists of highly trained 
students of the Horticulture 
program from Algonquin. 

Our team offers a wide range 
of services from just a little 
coaching to point you in the 
right direction when choosing 
plants to a detailed consultation 
with a full layout and design. 
Our goal is to help you create 
or restore your yard to an 
enjoyable haven with four-
season interest. 

There are so many options 
for lush and beautifully 
designed outdoor planters 
which are a great option to 
enhance your home or business 
and make it more welcoming in 
all seasons.  

Candace Mallette Landscape 
Design is a proud supporter of 
Ottawa Dog Rescue.  
Visit our website today to see 
the many options available!
cmld.ca | 613.203.6323
(Please see ad on pg 87)

LUXURY ELECTRIC & ECO-
FRIENDLY BOATS  
Ceclos are luxury, electric pedal 
boats that are designed based 
on values of style, eco-friendly 
practices, health, and ease of 
use. Five of our models have 
the same basic method of 
propulsion: a pedal system that 
is electrically assisted. Some 
models, such as the Cruise and 
Fun X2, have two sets of pedals. 
The ORIGINAL Hybrid provides 
the option to pedal without 
electric assistance. 

E-Catamaran, based out 
of Ottawa, is responsible for 
bringing Ceclo boats to North 
American waterways. Our online 
business model allows clients 
to order using our website and 
have their Ceclo delivered right 
to their home by one of our 
representatives, who will also 
take the time to provide training 
and advice to ensure the client 
enjoys their new boat to the 
fullest. Each boat is made to 
order, and we offer many add-
ons and options for materials 
and appearance.

Ceclos aren’t for everyone. 
But for those who want to start 
giving back to the waterways 
they love to spend time on 
and gaze out over, while taking 
action for better health, and 
doing it all with style and 
elegance, Ceclos are the  
perfect choice!
Come visit us online today at 
e-catamaran.ca 
877.227.8098
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MASTER 
ARCHITECTS
Each bird builds its nest with an architectural 
style unique to their particular species. 
Each style perfectly suits the species’ needs. 
Exuberant house wrens are easily attracted 
to bird boxes and will stuff it high with fine 
twigs. Occasionally a sweet little chickadee 
will use the birdhouse and fill it with only the 
softest quality materials. In more rural settings 
the bluebird of happiness will gladly occupy a 
bird box, as will the tree swallow, which will 
swoop by with incomparable grace. Chirping 
sparrows, with their jaunty red caps and sporty 
white eyeliner, and serenading song sparrows 
will seek shelter in lower, thicker shrubberies, 
lining their tightly spun fine grass cups with 
cosy hair or fur linings. Mourning doves are not 
famous for their nest-building abilities – a few 
twigs laid on a supporting spruce branch will 
do. The ubiquitous robin will build its sturdy, 
mud-lined grass nest on almost any tree branch 
or ledge. Eastern phoebes will construct their 
lovely, moss-covered nests under an eave, often 
on a light fixture – if a robin doesn’t get there 
first. Cardinals and blue jays will hide their 
rather large but loose twig nests deep in your 
cedar hedge. Brilliant Baltimore orioles, master 
architects, will hang their intricately woven 
deep pouch nests from the outer branches of tall 
backyard trees. Meanwhile, goldfinches will wait 
until later in the summer when thistledown is 
available to line their lovely nest beds. Depending 
on your location, numerous other species may be 
busy at work in quiet corners of your yard as well.

AN ABUNDANCE
OF BIRDS 
Discovering this hidden activity can open 
your eyes to the secret life of birds. Birds are 
the most apparent form of wildlife you will 
encounter. Just think, you might see a few 
mammals in your yard once in a while, but 
it’s possible to see dozens upon dozens of 
different bird species migrating through or 
stopping to nest from time to time. To give you 
an idea of the possibilities: I’ve documented 
292 different species in, flying over, or seen 
from my yard alone! Obviously, there’s a lot of 
time involved staring out the windows, but it’s 
time well spent, considering the interest and 
entertainment songbirds bring. 

DO NOT DISTURB
While observing nests and watching 
hatchlings grow on their bellies full of bugs 
(gleaned from your yard as a free pesticide 
service) can be exciting, always be mindful 
of the Code of Birding Ethics – the welfare of 
the birds and their habitats come first! Do Not 
Disturb! Resist the urge to get up close and 
personal. If adult birds become agitated, back 
off. Some birds such as red-winged blackbirds 
and the elegant barn swallow are not afraid 
to take you on with all of their 50 grams of 
heft behind them. 

Finally, while you’re enjoying your 
new-found feathered friends, perhaps think 
a bit about how you can give back to them. 
Incorporate native trees, shrubs and flowers 
in your landscaping plans. Native species 
provide a much greater abundance of higher-
quality natural food sources birds require. 
Hang a hummingbird feeder, put out oranges 
for orioles, nuts for the nuthatches and 
sunflower seeds for almost all others. And sit 
back and enjoy!  OH

Lynne Richardson is a retired environmental planner, 
now active in natural heritage conservation and 
citizen science projects, with a focus on birds.

WITH THE ONSET OF 
LENGTHENING DAYS AND 
WARMER TEMPERATURES, many 
OUR HOMES readers will be familiar 
with the urge to change up winter clothes 
and comforters and feather their nest 
with fresh décor for the fine weather 
ahead. It’s something we have in common 
with the avian migrants that have just 
returned to our backyards, fields, forests 
and lakes – the birds have transformed 
their drab winter wear into fresh and 
colourful spring wardrobes. Once winter 
settles into spring, thoughts turn to 
summer construction season, for humans 
and birds alike. 

MASTER 
BUILDERS 
From hummingbirds, the original “tiny 
house” builders, to osprey and eagles with 
their palatial lakeside and rural homes, 
birds are master architects and master 
builders. Much of this construction gets 
underway right in your own backyard. 
If you want to expand your knowledge 
of bird biology you can be the local bird 
building inspector! A typical property 
with established trees, shrubs and 
gardens could easily be home to up to 10 
different species of birds, all working on 
their nest projects. It can be a fascinating 
deck-chair study to see just how many 
species are exercising squatter’s rights on 
your property for the season.

THE BIRDS
OF SUMMER
feathering your nest
STORY LYNNE RICHARDSON   |   PHOTOGRAPHY NIGEL EVES & DALE DARCY

Baltimore oriole nestRed-eyed vireo on nestYellow warbler on nestHouse wren

Tree swallow

Bald eagle

TheBirdsOfSummer.indd   2 2021-05-03   3:46 PM

Taste the difference
The Appliance Gallery on Bank

The venue where you can try, taste and buy.

Miele Gallery & Gaggenau Studio

Personalised expertise next door in the 
comfort and luxury of our kitchens.
Showroom offering more than 

110 home appliances.

Conveniently located at Bank and Gladstone.

433 Bank Street, Ottawa
613-695-9944 

showroom@galleryonbank.ca

GALLERYONBANK.CA

The Appliance Gallery_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-03   11:46 AM

Candace Mallette Landscape & Garden Design

It all starts with a plan...
Rejuvenate your existing garden or create a new, inviting 
landscape oasis. From welcoming entryways to backyard 
retreats, we work closely with our clients to help their ideas 
and visions become reality.

613.203.6323  |  cmld.ca

Candace_SP21.indd   1 2021-04-16   9:02 AM
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SPICE THINGS UP 
You can instantly bring the Middle East 
into your kitchen with za’atar spice. The 
blend of dried oregano, thyme, marjoram, 
sumac and toasted sesame seeds will 
elevate your dishes in a fragrant way. Have 
you tried garam masala? Kaffir leaves? 
Turmeric has been trending for a while, 
but don’t worry if you’re late to the game. 
Aji amarillo, a chile pepper popular in 
Peruvian cuisine, has been keeping pace 
with black lime (dried key lime) as 2021’s 
kitchen gamechanger. Don’t forget about 
the world of hot sauces.

HOMESCHOOL
There are countless virtual classes 
that allow you to experience the globe 
from the comfort of your own galley. 
Airbnb, Masterclass and Delish offer a 
satiating range for all palates and skill 
levels from cook-along videos for kids, 
handmade pasta classes with a Florence 
chef, and interactive Moroccan chicken 
tagine lessons.  OH

RUN OF THE MILL
Thinking about crispy grilled chicken 
from that roadside oil barrel barbecue in 
Egypt? Missing the dense, buttered slices of 
hverabrauð (Iceland’s famed “lava bread”) 
buried and baked by geothermal heat in a tin 
can? Mexican street corn (elote) char-grilled 
and slathered in Cotija cheese and crema? Pay 
homage! While an oil barrel grill might be 
frowned upon in your neighbourhood, and a 
geothermal too deep to tap into, embrace the 
trade secrets of other countries when you can. 
Find a fancy Turkish pepper grinder and give 
cumin, coriander and cardamom a whirl! Add 
some sizzle with a wok, or woo your family 
with a fondue. International beer and wine 
tastings are definitely part of the curriculum.

1

2

BOOK IT! 
You can transport yourself everywhere 
with cookbooks. Chef Sean Brock’s South: 
Essential Recipes and New Explorations is a fast 
ticket to the southern states and classics 
like grilled catfish, fried green tomatoes 
and stovetop grits. 

County Heirlooms: Recipes and Reflections 
from Prince Edward County by Natalie 
Wollenberg and Leigh Nash offers a 
decadent collection of 42 recipes from 
chefs, farmers, beekeepers and food 
truckers with tap roots in the county, 
Mexico, Sweden, Brazil and beyond. Jump 
from Spinach & Ricotta Gnudi to Dill & 
Garlic Sauerkraut. 

For those who like to keep things local, you 
can – with a Swiss twist! Ilona Oppenheim’s 
Savor: Rustic Recipes Inspired by Forest, Field and 
Farm will appeal to those seeking twists for a 
farmer’s market haul. From garlic scapes and 
lamb sausage to chanterelles, Ilona offers a 
generous serving of simple and savoury ideas.

AN ISLAND TRIP
5 WAYS TO EXPERIENCE THE WORLD FROM YOUR KITCHEN ISLAND

STORY JULES TORTI

The pandemic has squashed 
many of our travel plans both near 
and far. Lockdowns, vaccination 
delays and safety concerns have 
forced Canadians to re-evaluate 
road trips and flights due south. 
While some have leaned on 
Netflix, podcasts and books for 
escapism, there’s no reason why 
you can’t turn your kitchen island 
into a destination. It can be as 
easy as upgrading your pantry 
shelves and wine cellar.

BEAN THERE
Expand your horizons from the moment you 
wake up. Instead of a generic drip, visit your 
local indie coffee shop and introduce yourself 
to another perky part of the world via coffee 
beans. Join a monthly coffee club to receive 
curated beans on your doorstep. Subscribers 
are privy to samples of new releases from 
women’s collectives and family-owned 
estates. Learn about the farmers and their 
fincas while planning your future trip to 
Guatemala or Ethiopia.

Tea fiends can travel just as easily from 
Darjeeling, India, to Moc Chau Plateau, 
Vietnam, every day of the week. Ambitious 
teetotalers can try growing their own tea 
stock by planting herbs like mint, lemon balm, 
lavender and lemongrass. 
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F u r n i t u r e  &  D e s i g n

1790 Woodward Drive, Ottawa   |   613.693.0770   |   daladecor.com

Design: Clear Design  Photography: Ursula MunteanDala_FULL_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-07   11:05 AM

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/ 
RENTALS
Lepine Apartments, 48&49

APPLIANCES
The Appliance Gallery on Bank, 9, 87

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Da Artisti Studio & Gallery, 13
Wallspace Gallery, 29

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Les Matelas Lapensée, 7
Obasan, 19

BUILDERS
Cardel Homes, 96
Generation 3, 83
Gordon Weima Design Build, 41
Greenmark Builders Inc., 93
Luxart Homes, 10
Patterson Homes, 14
Singhko Inc., 31

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Claro Cabinet Manufacturing, 5
House of Fine Carpentry, 31
Randall’s, 27
Tailored Living, 79

COUNTERTOPS
Blackstone Granite, 95
Randall’s, 27
The Stone Fabricator, 2
Urban Quarry, 21
Vesta Marble, 8

ELECTRICAL
LED Electric Inc., 29

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Top Hat Home Comfort Services, 17

FLOORING
Barwood Flooring, 71
Randall’s, 27

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Rebel Petal, 14

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Bonds Decor, 12
Dala Décor, 91
Randall’s, 27
Rebel Petal, 14

GLASS/MIRROR & DESIGN/ 
GLASS WALLS
Mirror Works, 93

HEATING & COOLING
Top Hat Home Comfort Services, 17

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/RENOVATIONS
Generation 3, 83
Gordon Weima Design Build, 41
Greenmark Builders Inc., 93
Patterson Homes, 14
Singhko Inc., 31

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Across Ottawa Home Staging & Interiors, 23
CPI Interiors, 81
DDA (Decorators & Designers  
 Association of Canada), 93
Randall’s, 27
Sheridan Interiors, 61
Total Refresh Home Staging, 71

KITCHEN & BATH
CPI Interiors, 81

KITCHENWARE/RESTAURANT SUPPLY
Grace In the Kitchen, 3

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &  
ARCHITECTURE/LANDSCAPING/
LAWN & GARDEN
ALM Construction & Landscaping, 61
Candace Mallete Landscape &  
 Garden Design, 84, 87
Mallette Landscaping Inc., 4
The Avant Gardeners, 23
Yards Unlimited, 45

MOVING & STORAGE
Dymon Storage, 85

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Cardel Homes, 96
Gordon Weima Design Build, 41
Greenmark Builders Inc., 93

Luxart Homes, 10
Patterson Homes, 14

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Tailored Living, 79

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 12
Bonds Decor, 12
Hampton Paints, 12
Randall’s, 27
Sanctuary Paint & Décor, 12
Silver Brook Paints, 12
The Decorators Choice, 12

REAL ESTATE
Royal LePage Realty – Brent Conley, 53, 84

ROOFING
Remember Me Roofing Inc., 6, 84

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
DDA (Decorators & Designers  
 Association of Canada), 93

SPORTING SUPPLY/RECREATIONAL 
OUTFITTERS
E-Catamaran, 84

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Accurate Stairs and Railings, 41
Ottawa Valley Handrailing Company  
 Ltd., 15
Urban Stairs & Rails, 45

TILE
Blackstone Granite, 95
Vesta Marble, 8

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Hampton Paints, 12
Krumpers Solar Blinds, 11
Randall’s, 27

WINDOWS & DOORS
Dalmen Pro Windows & Doors, 63
Golden Windows, 81
Mirror Works, 93
Pella Windows, 39

WINE/WINEMAKING/WINERIES/WINE 
CELLARS
Domaine Perrault Winery, 61

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email beth.charbonneau@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 613.327.1923.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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BIG-PICTURE SCOPE
While details such as lighting, flooring and 
cabinetry are always discussed, both parties 
need more. “It’s imperative we draw out the 
homeowners’ core needs,” says Brent Pym, 
president of Pym & Cooper Custom Homes 
in Niagara. “Details like why the homeowners 
want to renovate, and why renovate versus 
move or build. Most homeowners are 
surprised to discover their needs aren’t what 
they originally thought.” Answers define the 
project scope – noted in writing, discussed 
and agreed upon before the work begins. 
“By creating and following a concrete plan,” 
says homeowner Margaret Graves, “we met 
with vendors to choose fixtures, appliances, 
paint colours, etc., in an order that retained 
our vision while helping our contractor, Pym 
& Cooper Custom Homes, keep a steady 
schedule and finish on time.”

BUDGET
By wading into financials, builders can help 
homeowners refine their wish list. “Budget 
is not a bad word,” says Louie Zagordo, 
owner of SLV Homes and VP of the Ontario 
Home Builders Association. “Pricing and 
costs should be clear, documented and 

discussed at length. It’s the only way to 
ensure the homeowners’ wants and needs 
are financially viable.” A payment structure 
with clear instructions ensures contractors 
and their trades are paid at specific stages 
while homeowners understand what they’re 
paying for. “Most projects don’t go over 
budget,” adds Louie. “The ones that do are 
usually homeowner-driven – add-ons or a 
change in the plan.”

CLEAR EXPECTATIONS
When both parties discuss and document 
expectations, disappointment is rare. For 
example, when a builder creates a schedule 
and sticks to it, the homeowner understands 
how long each stage takes and respects those 
requirements. Renovations are messy, loud, 
inconvenient and sometimes dangerous for 
young children. When homeowners relocate 
and store personal items, contractors can 
work unencumbered. When moving out 
isn’t possible, a contractor can make a plan 
to minimize any negative impact on the 
homeowners’ lives. Communication is key 
to setting clear expectations. When both 
sides provide contact names and numbers 
and respond promptly, questions don’t cause 
confusion or delays. 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
When we think of quality workmanship, 
building materials come to mind, or the 
expertise of the principal contractor or project 
manager responsible for the renovation. 
While these elements play a part, quality 
workmanship must extend to the builder’s 
staff, designers, vendors and experienced 
trades. “When a contractor and their trades 
present themselves in a professional manner, 
you can rest assured your home is in good 
hands,” adds Ben Helder. Ben and his partner 
Rachel spent most of 2020 living in a rental 
while their home was under renovation. 

TRUST
Trust flows both ways. Both sides must 
be professional and honest at all times. A 
contractor must trust the homeowner will 
respect an experienced perspective. “Trusting 
your contractor is paramount,” says Ben 
Helder. “Rely on the professionals you hire, 
on their judgment, on their creativity. A 
contractor must respect your wishes, but you 
must respect theirs as well since they are the 
experts.” When both parties understand what 
the other needs, the renovation experience is 
not only smooth but spectacular.  OH

smooth
RENOVATION

STORY DENISE WILLSON   |   ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

A smooth renovation requires partnership, a melding of minds. Beyond 
sheer manpower and expertise, a homeowner needs to know that a 
contractor or builder shares their vision. It might surprise you to learn 
a contractor needs the same from a homeowner. The result of this 
perfect pairing is often visible: a well-built home that meets or exceeds 
the expectations of both sides – the builder and the homeowner. 

How does this kind of magic happen? Here are the top five things a 
contractor and homeowner need from each other to make a renovation 
run smoothly. 
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613.898.5940  |  greenmarkbuilders.com

3 6 t h  A N N U A L

Building homes on 
the strongest 
foundation.

Trust.
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Linen, a sustainable fabric made of flax, is ruling 
the runway and home fashion this year in a big 
way. Linen sheets top the list, but this ancient, 
natural fabric is popping up in home goods for 
every room of your home. Say yes to linen.

linen
IS BACK

1

2

3

4

6

8

10

11

12

13

1. POM POM AT HOME: Jackson Bedding in Flax/Midnight  2. EASTERN ACCENTS: 
Naomi Pleated Accent Pillow in Purple  3. KLIPPAN: Edge Cushion Cover in Lead 
Grey  4. CURREY & COMPANY: Ledoux Lantern  5. MAXWELL FABRICS: La Foliage 
Linen Fabric in Sweet Water, Washi and Durum  6. POKOLOKO: Element Towel in 
Cinder  7. SURYA: Rowland Table Lamp with White Linen Shade  8. SURYA: Solid 
Linen Pouf  9. REVELATION: Phaedra Dog Bed  10. KLIPPAN: LINN Kitchen Towels  
11. JAIPUR LIVING: Madura Throw  12. EASTERN ACCENTS: Leonara White Curtain 
Panel  13. MERCANA: Trixie I Dining Chair with Linen Seat.  OH

5
7

9
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PREMIUM 
QUARTZ SURFACES

Phidias
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