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Experience the Obasan difference for yourself.
Come try one of our handcrafted organic beds in
our Ottawa nap room.

Book an appointment
Monday to Friday 10 AM – 6 PM

Call Online Email
(613) 727-5337 obasan.ca/nap info@obasan.ca

Visit
1-155 Colonnade Rd South,
Ottawa, ON  K2E 7K1

Online
obasan.ca

Treat Yourself to the 
World’s Finest Organic 
Mattress

Made Locally
in Ottawa

100% Organic
Materials
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PASSION. PRIDE. CRAFTSMANSHIP.

Visit one or both of our showrooms with nearly 100 units on display.  
It’s a great place to be inspired!

1072 Merivale Rd., Ottawa – 613-722-1226   |   10511 Highway 7, Carleton Place – 613-257-1226 

TopHatHomeComfort.com   |   Info@TopHatHomeComfort.com

Vermont Castings
Intrepid

Majolica Brown

Vermont Castings 
Dauntless
Bordeaux
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©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Arborcoat, Aura, Regal, Benjamin Moore, Gennex, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 

Planning your next painting project? Benjamin Moore® ben® interior paint delivers  

a smooth and effortless painting experience with virtually flawless results.

With excellent hide and fast dry to recoat times, plus the flexibility to even out brush  

marks before they dry, ben helps you get the job done faster. It’s spatter-resistant,  

zero-VOC, and its finish is as easy to maintain as it is to apply.

ben interior is available in your choice of more than 3,500 colours and four sheens:  

matte, eggshell, satin/pearl and semi-gloss. Contact your local store to learn more today!

ben® Interior is Our Choice for Your Next Project

©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. ben, Benjamin Moore, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. All other marks are the property of their respective owner. 6/22

KANATA  Sanctuary Paint & Décor  430 Hazeldean Rd, Unit 4 | 613.836.9507 | sanctuarypaint.com
NEPEAN  Sanctuary Paint & Décor  2039 Robertson Rd | 613.828.6116 | sanctuarypaint.com

NEPEAN  Silver Brook Paints  3570 Strandherd Drive | 613.823.8425 | silverbrookpaints.ca
OTTAWA  Bonds Decor  1242 Bank St | 613.523.1534 | bondsdecor.ca

OTTAWA  Hampton Paints  1411 Carling Ave | 613.729.0114 | hamptonpaints.ca
OTTAWA  Silver Brook Paints  2446 Bank Street, Unit 113 | 613.695.8425 | silverbrookpaints.ca

OTTAWA  The Decorators Choice  1495A Innes Rd | 613.736.8212 | thedecoratorschoicepaintanddecor.ca
STITTSVILLE  Bonds Decor  150 Iber Rd | 613.270.8504 | bondsdecor.ca

BM_ben_Interior_F22.indd   6 2022-08-15   10:56 AM

                         Award-winning 
                 abstract painter

Featured Artist
                         Claire Desjardins

Whether you’re looking for a simple room refresh or a 
total space transformation, WallSizzle’s vibrant metal 
ChromaLuxe® prints and easy-to-install custom wall 

murals provide a simple and stylish way to add 
personality to any room.



For peace of mind choose

Call us today to discuss your next project.

613.854.ROOF 
RememberMeRoofing.com

Considering the benefits of a Designer roof? Look no further. As an award-winning GAF Master Elite Certified Roofer, 
we believe in the quality, look and durability of GAF roofing materials. We’ll deliver your new roof professionally, on 
time and on budget. Our products come with an industry leading 50-year warranty, and we stand by their guarantees. 

REMEMBER_F22.indd   1 2022-08-08   4:29 PM

Krumpers Solar Blinds: A Sleek All-Season Solution
Although fall is undeniably beautiful, as Mother Nature blesses us with a symphony 
of colour, there is a chill in the air, reminding us that the might of a Canadian winter 
isn’t too far behind. There is comfort and safety inside the haven of our homes, 
where life is warm and cozy. Now more than ever our homes have become our 
sanctuaries.
As winter comes and daylight shrinks, we are reminded how we need the light and 
the views streaming through our windows. A naturally lit room boosts productivity, 
improves mood and creates an overall tranquil atmosphere. 
Ironically, given the value of that connection to the outdoors that windows provide, 
they are the weakest link in any building structure, accounting for more than 70% of 
heat loss. However, Krumpers Solar Blinds offers homeowners a cost-effective and 
eye-catching solution to that heat loss.

Increase Energy Efficiency and Enhance Home Décor
Krumpers Solar Blinds have engineered a solution to address both the energy 
efficiency of windows and a clear unobstructed view. The unique smart-tech 2 sided 
design can be used for both for summer and winter applications – a bonus in our 
climate, all while providing a clear view of the outside world. In winter you simply 
turn the blinds around and they will generate heat in direct light, as well as provide 
an R10 insulating factor.
The summer side of these blinds will reflect more than 70% of the heat back 
outside. UV protection is provided year-round so that your furniture and belongings 
are safe from UV damage, and so are you. All blinds are custom made which also 
provides a solution for fitting odd shaped windows that are in vogue at the moment. 
Skylights and trapezoid windows can also be outfitted by Krumpers. 

Krumpers is certified as a full Ontario manufacturer producing all products in Ontario. 
Krumpers is an industry leader in energy efficient window coverings. 

Quality and Service to Rely on
Krumpers Solar Blinds have undergone extensive laboratory testing and the results 
illustrate a reduction in heating and cooling costs of up to 41%. Krumpers is committed 
to providing not only a product that outperforms the market, but also providing service 
that exceeds expectations. This has been demonstrated with many online reviews from 
satisfied customers. Furthermore, Krumpers is award-winning, with such accolades as 
“Best Blinds”, “Ecoliving Award” and the “Innovation of the Year”. 
Krumpers Solar Blinds is leading the revolution in intelligent home design with smart 
window treatments that can adapt to every moment of your day, and make each more 
beautiful.
When you combine the advanced technology of Krumpers with its energy efficiency 
and elegant style, you’ll find the most beautiful window treatments are now also the 
most intelligent.

Safety First During These Challenging Times
At Krumpers, the goal has always been to make homes feel comfortable, beautiful 
and safe. This goal is more relevant than ever as we seek that sanctuary at home 
during the pandemic. Customers can be reassured that Krumpers has instituted a 
multi-level safety protocol. 

OUR HOMES Ottawa has secured a special discount for their readers until December 
15, 2022. Free installation and a 10% discount will be applied to all clients that mention 
this article. As they say at Krumpers - “Price is what you pay, value is what you get”. 

For more information please visit www.krumpers.ca or call 613-864-4921

O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

Krumpers_F22.indd   1 2022-08-15   1:37 PM
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WALLPAPER

• Featuring the largest selection of quality papers in 
Ottawa, including designer collections 

• Guidance on styles, colours & materials
• Assistance with calculating the quantity needed & 

sourcing a professional hanger

DÉCOR

• Choose the interior or exterior services you  
need – full colour consult, furniture selection & 
placement, designer wallpapers and upholstery  
fabrics, custom & ready-made furniture, countertops,  
kitchen/bath knobs and pulls, flooring & lighting 

•  Give a gift certificate for a décor consult  
– a welcome gift for any special occasion!

Randall’s has been decorating Ottawa & area since 1948! 
Residential ~ Commercial ~ Builders 

 

555 Bank St. (FREE parking behind store, off Isabella St.)

randalls.ca  |  613-233-8441  |  bankst@randalls.ca

Whatever your style, Randall’s has you covered 
with PPG paints… INSIDE AND OUT.

WINDOW TREATMENTS

SHOP
LOCAL

• Free In-Home Consultation: Our knowledgeable 
decorators recommend how custom-made blinds, 
shades, shutters, sheers, side panels and drapes 
can elevate your home’s comfort, security and style! 
Motorized lift systems and blackout options available. 

• Largest Ottawa-Area Showroom:  Featuring industry-
leading manufacturers, Hunter Douglas, Shade-0-
Matic and Altex. We are certified Hunter Douglas 
Powerview Pros. Guaranteed Fit.

MANOR HALL® INTERIOR PAINT & 
PRIMER IN ONE delivers outstanding hide 
and a smooth finish with triple abilities: 
durability, washability and scrubbability.

ACRI-SHIELD® MAX EXTERIOR PAINT & 
PRIMER IN ONE delivers exceptional hide, 
coverage and a 7-year Portersept® Mildew 
Proof* Warranty. * See product label for details.

The PPG Logo is a registered trademark of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc. Manor Hall and Acri-Shield are registered trademarks of PPG Architectural Finishes, Inc. © 2022 PPG Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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MALLETTE LANDSCAPING & POOLS

DESIGNED TO SATISFY – BUILT TO LAST
mallettelandscaping.ca

Custom Home  
Building

& Renovations
Since 1989

613.850.6275     mark@pattersonhomes.ca     pattersonhomes.ca



Get more at ourhomes.caonline

in Ottawa this fall, as the 
leaves turn brilliant 
colours, gaps in the 

canopies and landscape are stark reminders 
of the derecho storm in May, with many 
communities across the city losing trees.

I lost several towering mature trees on my 
property, pulled out by the roots, and suffered 
damage to a number of other trees, as did my 
neighbours here in Stittsville, where the impact 
from the spring storm was substantial. 

It is humbling when you think of the 
decades (and in some cases centuries) of hard 
and quiet work trees put in, spreading their 
roots and extending their foliage, measuring 
their progress incrementally. In a matter of 
minutes, it can all be erased. 

But that doesn’t mean it’s the end of the 
story. While Mother Earth can be ferocious, 
increasingly so due to climate change, 
she is also nurturing, and a growth cycle 
will begin again.

Months after the storm, as we adjust to our 
new landscape and aim to replant what we’ve 

lost, we will watch our trees begin to climb 

again, a little bit at a time. And it is apt that fall 

is a season of gratitude and acknowledgement 

of the bounty that the land provides.

In the meantime, take a minute and consider 

the inspiration that colourful fall provides for 

your own home while you peruse this issue. 

Experiment with fall flavours with spaghetti 

squash lasagna boats. Dress your table elegantly 

for Thanksgiving with DIY harvest napkin 

rings. Refresh your home décor with style 

picks from our local vendors. Tour our three 

feature homes, all of which benefitted from 

guided inspiration, creative collaboration and 

teamwork to construct beautiful results. 

Enjoy sweater weather!

Heather Wright, Managing Editor

heather.wright@ourhomes.ca

Follow us      Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

The Normand
1088 Maritime Way, Kanata

 

MORE THAN APARTMENTS...
IT’S A BETTER WAY OF LIVING AT LÉPINE

YOU DESERVE A HOME THAT HELPS YOU WIN BACK YOUR TIME

BOOK A LEASING APPOINTMENT TODAY | LépineApartments.com | 1.888.4LEPINE

Johanne’s Court

The Lépine Lodge in Renfrew       |       Howard Grant       |       Johanne’s Court       |       Saint Émilion       |       The Cristina

Lepine_SP22.indd   1 2022-02-18   3:26 PM
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Creative collaboration 
yielded unique results for this 
renovation. Story, page 54. 
Photography by Gordon King.
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Experience the most comfortable, durable and 
locally-made Lapensée mattress.

 l a p e n s e e m a t t r e s s e s . c a

GATINEAU (Hull)
1085 Boul. de la Carrière
819-777-4877

ORLÉANS
3732 Innes Rd.
613-837-9977

KANATA 
737 Silver Seven Rd.
613-435-6977

After the last couple of years... 
you deserve to sleep better!

Comfy Nights, Happy Life.
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Unmatched Beauty.
Built for a Lifetime.
As industry specialists, Urban Quarry brings the 

best Quartz, Natural Stone and Ultra Compact 

Surfaces, expertly fabricated and installed, to 

trade partners and an established network of 

kitchen and bath dealers. We’re here to assist 

throughout the full process and are committed 

to excellence in all that we do.

Servicing Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec.

�  �  �  �  �

UrbanQuarry.ca

Kitchen by: Deslaurier Custom Cabinets
Kitchen Design by: Darien Wilson
Photography by: Kevin Belanger

¯

¯

MY PARENTS were raised on Curve Lake 
First Nation. As a young couple they decided 
to distance themselves from the reserve for 
reasons many understand much better today. 
Growing up, I looked forward to visiting 
family on the reserve, attending powwows and 
weddings. But when we returned to the city, 
we left the ways of our First Nations behind. 
My folks believed it was best for me and my 
sisters to assimilate. 

Fast forward a few decades when my 
daughter Trina came to Ottawa to attend 
school. She became involved in the local native 
community and in short order launched an 
Indigenous tourism business and the Summer 
Solstice Festival, which was held at Vincent 
Massey Park for many years. Trina’s other 
passion is horses, which she shares with my 
granddaughters, who both ride competitively. 

Trina is particularly interested in the 
nearly-extinct Ojibwe Spirit Ponies and is 
compelled to revive this vanishing breed. One 
foal was born at her farm, Madahòkì Farm 

(meaning “share the land”), which supports 
farm-related grass-roots businesses, events, 
has a year-round marketplace and is the new 
home to the Summer Solstice Festival.

This past June, on Indigenous Peoples Day, 
after being open just six months, Madahòkì 
Farm welcomed the prime minister, governor 
general and leader of the NDP party to 
commemorate the day. I gazed at all those in 
attendance, felt the community spirit and 
thought of how my parents and grandparents 
would be in awe. I am grateful that Trina takes 
pride in her heritage in a way that my parents 
felt they could not. 

Plan a trip to the farm on W. Hunt Club 
Road this fall, formerly the Lone Star Ranch. 
For more information about upcoming events 
visit indigenous-experiences.ca 

Beth Charbonneau, Associate Publisher
beth.charbonneau@ourhomes.ca

¯
We acknowledge that 
Madahòkì Farm is located 
on the traditional and 
unceded territories of the 
Algonquin peoples and 
their descendants. 

At a recent Summer 
Solstice Indigenous 

Festival, Trina Mather-
Simard and Beth 

met up with NDP 
leader Jagmeet Singh.
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There has been a strong focus on minimalist interiors 
over the past decade and, currently, a definite shift 
towards a more traditional approach to decorating. This 
often means embracing more patterns in our homes – 
in an updated way and to varying degrees, of course.

Here are some tips to spruce up your space 
with patterns.

1. PICK A PALETTE
Before you begin to play with patterns, it’s important 
to decide on an overall palette – and stick to it. If you 
intend to use many patterns, try limiting the number 
of colours and selecting hues of the same intensity. A 
cohesive colour scheme will help tie it all together.

2. FOCUS ON FEELING
Decide on the feeling you are trying to achieve in the space 
(energizing vs. serene, etc.). A graphic wallcovering may 
help enliven a space whereas a soft tone-on-tone botanical 
wallcovering may create a more restful atmosphere.

3. EMPHASIZE SCALE
If all your patterns have a large motif, the space will 
not feel balanced. It is best to integrate patterns from 
small to large. For example, a large graphic floral print 
combined with a medium stripe and a small dot could 
feel complete when they are combined with simple 
solids and textural elements.

4. PRACTISE RESTRAINT
Don’t forget about “negative space” as it ensures 
the eye can focus on the important elements while 
providing a moment to pause between them. More 
is more – until it becomes chaotic. Balancing patterns 
throughout the space is key.

5. ACCENTUATE A FOCAL POINT
Instead of making a pattern the focal point, try to 
use it to frame and highlight a natural focal point in 
the space – whether it is a fireplace, a beautiful view 
outside, built-in cabinetry, etc. You want to draw 
attention to the focal point in the space, not confuse 
the eyes as to where the focus should be directed.

6. WHEN IN DOUBT, KEEP IT SIMPLE
Even neutral patterns can add a layer of visual interest 
and thoughtfulness to a space – it doesn’t have to 
be bright and bold to have an impact. For example, 
installing a herringbone inlay as a feature in your 
hardwood flooring or opting for a checkerboard 
pattern in timeless grey-and-white porcelain tiles 
can add an understated element of sophistication to 
your floors.

You can let your unique style and personality shine 
when you embrace patterns that speak to you and 
reflect your aesthetic. Have fun!  OH

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens 
shares her ideas.

PATTERN
Play

Pattern is a principle 
of design that refers 
to the repetition of 
multiple elements 
within a design, 
often seen in 
wallpaper, fabric, 
tiles, etc.

Look to nature and 
you will see patterns 
all around us (some 
uniform and some not) 
in colours, lines and 
shapes that repeat 
themselves. Examples 
of patterns include:

The waves at the 
beach and the 
undulating lines they 
leave in the sand.

A fractal (small-scale, 
never-ending, complex 
pattern) found on a 
snowflake.

The radial symmetry of 
a tulip or a daisy.

The bilateral symmetry 
found on a butterfly or 
leaf (pattern equal on 
both sides of an axis).

Spirals found on 
snail shells.

The pattern of the 
seeds in a sunflower 
head or when looking 
at a top-down view of 
a pinecone.

I N T E G R A T I N G  P A T T E R N S  I N  Y O U R  H O M E

MORRIS & CO.:
Pimpernel Wallpaper

PURPARKET INC.: Gravity S&B 
Bisque Herringbone Flooring

LOLOI RUGS: LAR-02 MH Mist / Neutral – Laura 
Collection from Magnolia Home by Joanna Gaines

KRAVET: Fabrics in
Meeker Stripe - Flax, 
Eldora Print - Flax
and Kaya - Flax

FIRECLAY TILE:
Fallow Tile in White

PatternPlay.indd   2 2022-07-04   10:38 AM

   

5303 Canotek Road, Unit 16, Ottawa 613.695.7810   |   modernkomfort.ca

f u r n i t u r e   |   d é c o r   |   r u g s   |   l i g h t i n g

Residential & Commercial Staging
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Model Homes & Rental Units

Colour Consultations
Special Events

Furniture & Finish Selections
One Day Move-In Service

Senior Moves

Call today to book  
your consultation!

    www.AcrossOttawa.com                        613.612.0199
Allison C. Ross, CCSP
Owner & Chief Property Stylist

...recreating one room at a time!

allison@acrossottawa.com
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2  BLANC & TURQUOISE

Candelabra
Dress your table gracefully this 
fall with a bloom candelabra. 
Each petal is handcrafted in India 
and is particularly elegant when 
combined with long, tapered 
candles. Available in gold or 
rustic white.

4-3712 Innes Rd., Orléans 
613.424.6772 | blancetturquoise.com

1  FORM FURNITURE

Sofa
Inspired by Mid-century modern, 
the Torino sofa is classic comfort 
with lasting style. With a hardwood 
frame and handmade in Montréal, 
you can choose custom upholstery 
from over 500 fabrics, commercial-
grade vinyl or top-grain leathers. 

450 Preston St., Ottawa  
613.234.3676 | formfurniture.ca

3  DA ARTISTI STUDIO & GALLERY

Glass Panel
Personalize your décor with a 
custom-made glass panel. Display 
on a metal stand or install on a 
wall using stainless-steel offsets. 
Pick your colours and let your 
imagination soar.

2565 Old Montreal Rd., Cumberland 
613.833.2565 | daartisti.com

4  WALL SIZZLE

Mural
Transform any room with an 
eye-catching mural. Murals are 
customized to fit your wall and are 
easy to install. The pretty print here 
is called Pheasants & Peonies. Many 
other images are available or you can 
submit your own.

1624 Michael St., Ottawa  
613.523.7446 | wallsizzle.com

5  MARCHAND ELECTRIC

Light Fixture
Make a statement with this bold 
sconce with clean lines and gold 
accents. Measuring just over 
13-inches high and five-inches wide, 
this sconce will illuminate your space 
in style. Available in Midnight Black 
and Matte White.

1283 Algoma Rd., Gloucester | 613.749.2279 
140 Boul. Gréber, Gatineau | 819.561.0185 
marchandelectric.com

6  COPPER ALLEY GIFT BOUTIQUE

Pillow
This black-and-white, diamond-
pattern throw pillow is the perfect 
accent for your armchair, sofa or bed. 
With a patterned front and solid 
back, it is versatile and an easy way to 
refresh your décor. Made from cotton 
with polyester fill.

117 Richmond Rd., Ottawa 
613.798.1444 | copperalley.ca

Continued on page 26
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6fareFALL
Harvest beautiful style picks  

this season and fall in love with 
your home all over again.
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7   DYMON

Smart Kitchen 
This space-saving innovation is like a Murphy 
bed for your kitchen. Make living areas 
multi-purpose by tucking away your kitchen 
when not in use. Exclusive to Dymon and 
available in a selection of colours and finishes, 
with customizable options. It is delivered in 
three pieces and can be assembled in less 
than an hour. 

2583 Carling Ave., Ottawa | 613.416.8668 
10 other locations in Ottawa, Orléans, Nepean  
and Kanata | dymon.ca

8   DALA DÉCOR

Chair 
Comfy and contemporary, this chair will 
elevate your at-home aesthetic. Sturdy and 
stylish, it is made with a black powder-coated 
steel frame and a commercial-grade vinyl 
cover. Available in four colours.

1790 Woodward Dr., Ottawa 
613.693.0770 | daladecor.com

9  HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE

House Wares
From vintage vinyl, good reads, cookware and 
bakeware to stylish sippers for your morning 
espresso – you can get whatever you need for 
your home décor or renovation at this literal 
one-stop shop. Fabulous finds await!

3 Iber Rd., Stittsville | 343.545.0481 
768 Belfast Rd., Ottawa | 613.744.7769 
habitatgo.com/restore/  OH

7

8

9

SHUTTERS  |  BLINDS & SHADES
CURTAINS, DRAPES & VALANCES  |  MOTORIZED WINDOW COVERINGS

DECORATIVE RODS & ACCESSORIES  |  UPHOLSTERY

613.852.7955
style@elegantdecor.ca  |  elegantdecor.ca

   452 Preston St. Ottawa

   mikazahome.ca

   Hours - Monday  - Friday 10-6

                  Saturday 10-5

                   Sunday   12-4

One stop. Shop local. Shop Canadian-Made!

450 Preston St. Ottawa (parking available)
Mon, Tues & Wed 10-6  |  Thurs & Fri 10-8  |  Sat 10-5  | Sun 12-5

Premium, Contemporary & Customizable Furniture
613 234 3676  |  mikazahome.ca

Mikasa_F22.indd   1 2022-08-09   1:42 PM

26  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 2

style picks



Ingredients
(Makes 4 Cocktails)

CHAI INFUSED VODKA 

8 ounces vodka 
4 chai tea bags 

RECIPE PER COCKTAIL 

2 ounces of chai infused vodka 
1 ounce Kahlúa 
A splash of heavy cream

Chai
WHITE
RUSSIAN
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This is a twist on the classic White 
Russian cocktail. The secret is 
simple – chai tea infused vodka.

Instructions 
To infuse the vodka, combine 
vodka and chai tea bags in 
a container and let sit for 
two hours.

When ready to assemble, 
build cocktail in a serving glass 
by combining two ounces of 
chai infused vodka and one 
ounce of Kahlúa.

Top with a splash of heavy 
cream. Stir and enjoy!  OH

ChaiWhiteRussian.indd   2 2022-08-05   1:37 PM

REGISTER FOR UPDATES AT LUXARTHOMES.COM 

613.253.7571
LUXARTHOMES.COM

Luxart_SP20.indd   1 2020-01-20   3:05 PM

REGISTER FOR UPDATES AT LUXARTHOMES.COM

613.253.7571
LUXARTHOMES.COM

PRIVATE 
WATERFRONT 

& GREENSPACE

Beautiful single-famly homes offering 
cottage-style living with convenience. 
Enjoy magnificent sunsets over Mississippi Lake, 
swimming, relaxing on the beach or launching 
into the water - all in Beckwith - all just steps 
away from your new front door.

20 minutes from Ottawa. 

MOVE-IN OPPORTUNITIES 2023 

613.253.7571
LUXARTLAKESIDE.COM
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  Get 
Cooking
 TIPS FOR DESIGNING A FUNCTIONAL KITCHEN

STORY 
PATTI WILSON

PHOTOGRAPHY
MIKE CHAJECKI

If a kitchen doesn’t serve many functions 
well, is it really a kitchen or just an expensive 
waste of space? There’s a reason every 
kitchen I design prioritizes function. Things 
like storage and organization may not have 
the same outward appeal as the shiny 
elements, but they are the first step to a 
practical and, ultimately, beautiful kitchen.

A kitchen that serves you well has organized storage space, 
a layout conducive to cooking and serving, and of course, 
a helping of style. As a peripheral focus, budget is another 
important consideration. Doing it right the first time will 
ensure you only have to renovate – and pay – once.

From someone who’s designed more than a few kitchens, 
here are some key areas to focus on.

Traffic
How do you enter, exit and 
move through your kitchen? 
How many cooks are working 
in the space at the same 
time? Where do you stand 
to prepare meals and what is 
your process? Where do you 
congregate and entertain? 
The most functional kitchens 
are designed for the user 
and their unique lifestyle, so 
consider this carefully. When 
planning your kitchen’s 
layout and traffic flow, ensure 
you’re not blocking doorways, 
windows and pathways or 
bumping into your partner.

Island
If your plan includes an island, don’t 
forget to factor in some room to move 
around it. Leave at least 42 inches 
between the food prep area and the 
perimeter to accommodate one chef, 
and 48 inches if there’s more than 
one cook at a given time. On the 
serving and dining side of the island, 
the counter should have a minimum 
12-inch overhang to allow people to 
sit comfortably.

Aside from your kitchen’s overall 
dimensions, the number of guests 
you need to accommodate will factor 
into the island’s ideal size. Allow 
24 inches per place setting, with a 
typical dining depth of 18 inches. 

GetCooking.indd   2 2022-08-11   12:11 PM

KITCHEN
& CLOSET

11 LOCATIONS IN OTTAWA
COVENTRY ROAD  |  PRINCE OF WALES AT HUNT CLUB  |  WALKLEY AT HERON
CARLING AT THE QUEENSWAY  |  KANATA CENTRUM  |  GREENBANK AT HUNT CLUB
LINCOLN FIELDS  |  TRAIN YARDS  |  BARRHAVEN  |  ORLÉANS  |  SOUTH KEYS

3 LOCATIONS IN THE GTA
1460 THE QUEENSWAY, ETOBICOKE  |  8901 AIRPORT RD., BRAMPTON  |  5 POINTS MALL, OSHAWA

WHERE BOTH STYLE AND
FUNCTIONALITY MEET.
BRING YOUR DREAM CUSTOM KITCHEN OR CLOSET OR MORE TO LIFE.

OUR PROFESSIONAL TEAM PROVIDES CONSULTATION, DESIGN, DELIVERY, AND QUICK SEAMLESS INSTALLATION SERVICES. 

IF YOU CAN DREAM IT, WE CAN DESIGN IT.

Dymon_SP22.indd   1 2022-02-22   6:05 PM
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Technology
A simple way to meet 
technology needs and anticipate 
future ones is to incorporate 
charging and docking stations 
into drawers, allowing you to 
conceal cords neatly out of sight.

The kitchen is, by far, the 
busiest room in the home. It 
handles the cooking, eating 
and entertaining, working and 
learning from home. It shoulders 
a huge storage load for daily and 
occasional essentials. It is where 
we “do what we do,” whether 
that’s hosting friends and family 
get-togethers, whipping up a 
gourmet meal or running your 
side-hustle cupcake business. 
When your kitchen is built to 
physically handle your daily 
lifestyle demands, every day is 
more enjoyable.  OH

Patti Wilson, principal of award-winning Patti Wilson Design, is known for creating stylish, 
thoughtfully curated, livable interiors.

Storage
This is a big one. Kitchen 
storage can include 
built-in elements like 
dedicated appliance 
pullouts (think coffee 
station or mixer stand), 
pantries, cabinets and 
under-island storage, 
to less permanent, less 
conventional choices, 
like a china cabinet, a 
shelving unit or a table 
with integrated drawers. 
Regardless of what you 
choose, pay attention to 
height. Convenience is 
key for certain often-
used items, while high-
up or awkward spaces 
are a great place to store 
occasional items.

TIP: Don’t forget about the 
blind spots. There are many 
often-overlooked areas that 
can be of good use, like adding 
pull-out drawers or shelves and 
sliding waste bins under the 
sink. Corner cabinets, or those 
few extra inches between the 
stove and cabinet, are perfect 
places for baking sheets and 
cutting boards.

When planning your kitchen, 
consider your storage style. 
Your storage system should be 
guided by your lifestyle and 
personality. If you are a visual 
person, you may benefit from 
an open-storage system that 
puts your inventory on display. 
If this is your organizing style, 
hopefully neatness is another 
of your qualities. If you’re on 
the messy side, consider closed 
cabinets that keep your clutter 
out of sight and out of mind – 
until you need it.

GetCooking.indd   3 2022-08-11   12:11 PM

Custom kitchen cabinets and  
vanities tailored for all lifestyles. 

Local manufacturer – buy directly!  
Free estimate & financing available.

8850 County Rd. 17, Rockland ON  
613.446.5181

potvinkitchens.com

KITCHENS TO 
COME HOME TO

POTVIN_F22.indd   1 2022-08-18   3:25 PM

BARWOOD
FLOORING
ONE MAIN LOCATION TO SERVE YOU:
155 Colonnade Road S, NEPEAN  |  T: 613-225-0296
www.barwoodflooring.com
 

“Flooring for life.”

Celebrating over 50 years of excellence,  
Barwood Flooring is Ottawa’s Premier  
leading flooring specialist. 
Our Showroom, located in Nepean,  
will mesmerize you with a wide array of the 
finest quality of flooring selections such as 
HARDWOOD, CORK, LAMINATE, LEATHER, 
HAND-SCRAPED, ENGINEERED, VINYL,  
STAIR REFACING to reflect your home’s 
sophistication and to suit every style and 
budget. Our sales consultants are highly 
knowledgeable with our products and will 
respond to any of your questions.  
Estimates are FREE.  
Our warehouse is a humidity-controlled 
environment, unique in Ontario. 

Red Oak 
Natural Collection

Barwood_SUM21.indd   1 2021-05-13   11:34 AM
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w
STORY JODY SCULLY  |  PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

AWARD-WINNING

DESIGN

When you find a home 
you love and never want to 
leave, you develop a lasting 
relationship with your 
designer so you can fall in 
love with your home over 
and over again.

Homeowner Maureen Graham fondly 
remembers her first meeting with designer 
Catherine Pulcine of CPI Interiors. 
“She came to my home and we just clicked,” 
Maureen says. Many years and many, many 
design projects later, their relationship 
has grown to one of mutual respect and 
admiration. It’s that relationship that 
keeps Maureen and her partner Scott Elson 
coming back to Catherine and CPI for each 
new project. “She knows my style and I 
love the variety of things she brings to us. 
She takes ideas that I have and makes them 
better,” says Maureen.

ABOVE: The beautiful backyard 
overlooks the neighbourhood 
golf course. RIGHT: Homeowners 
Maureen and Scott enjoy relaxing 
in their tranquil backyard.

Continued on page 36

ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 2   |  3534  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 2

home & designer



Catherine has had a hand in designing 
every room in the Stittsville home to some 
degree. And a few of those rooms – like the 
eye-catching kitchen – she’s done twice. 
The first kitchen renovation included some 
“pretty significant changes,” says Catherine. 

“We redesigned the whole space to remove 
awkward angles and give them a much more 
functional island and good throughfare.” 
Although the reconfiguration made better 
use of the floor space, Maureen and Scott 
wanted new quartz countertops, so they had 

Catherine back to help select new ones. The 
new leathered-granite countertops (TNT Tile 
and Marble Inc.) Catherine found are one of 
their favourite features in the home. 

In the dining room, custom built-ins (CJ2 
Custom Cabinets and Closets) frame a 

large piece of original art the homeowners 
already owned. “We love this picture and 
wanted to keep it in here. So, Catherine 
had the cabinets and shelving designed to 
fit around it,” explains Maureen. This type 
of cleverly-designed storage can be found 
throughout the home. Custom built-ins 
under the stairs, an incognito wrapping 
station and a completely redesigned storage 
room are just some of the storage solutions 
Catherine designed. Continued on page 38

Lots of windows in the family room and adjacent sunroom
let the natural light pour in. TOP LEFT: Leathered-granite

countertops from TNT Tile and Marble Inc. add texture to the
kitchen décor. ABOVE: The main-floor powder room gets a

style boost from pretty patterned wallpaper.

The built-in cabinetry in the dining room was designed
around one of the homeowners’ existing pieces of
art. RIGHT: Catherine Pulcine of CPI Interiors has a
long-standing relationship with the homeowners and
has completed several projects for them over the years.

A cosy stone fireplace offers a lovely focal 
point in the open kitchen and family room areas.

A cosy stone fireplace offers a lovely focal 
point in the open kitchen and family room areas.

A cosy stone fireplace offers a lovely focal 
point in the open kitchen and family room areas.

A cosy stone fireplace offers a lovely focal 
point in the open kitchen and family room areas.

Catherine Pulcine
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Other highlights include the main floor 
and basement powder rooms. Although 
they’re small, they brim with wow factor. One 
features a gorgeous floating sink and textured 
wall while the other boasts an exquisite, 
petrified stone sink by Pearl. Catherine loves 
“when a client is willing to take a few risks 
and step outside the norm because you can 
have a lot of fun. And Maureen enjoys things 
that are a little bit different that you don’t see 
everywhere else.”

When asked if she has a favourite project 
in the home, Catherine mentions the kitchen 
but ultimately gives the honour to the 
award-winning lower level. “The basement 
renovation was just spectacular,” she says. 
“That bar turned out to be everything that 
I’d hoped it would be.” The impressive bar 
spans almost the entire length of the basement 
and features gorgeous, leathered-granite 
countertops from TNT Tile and Marble Inc. 
With custom dark oak cabinets, wide-plank 

hardwood floors, leather club chairs, an old-fashioned bar clock 
and vintage-look beer fridge, the space is reminiscent of an 
upscale social club. 

The complete lower-level renovation included the new bar, 
a home theatre, gym, craft/gift-wrapping station and a new 
powder room. “It was important to them to create something 
that was a little bit different from the rest of the house to have 
more of a sporty feel,” says Catherine. Turning the formerly 
cramped basement into a complete entertainment space with 
defined areas that were distinct but didn’t feel closed off was a 
challenge Catherine handled beautifully. 

One of Maureen and Scott’s requests for the basement 
included keeping as much of the original brick as possible. 
The brick not only adds to the rich character of the space, 
but it also has local history. “The gentleman who built the 
home owned a masonry company and he was working on the 
local McDonald’s. He had leftover brick, so he put it in his 
basement,” Maureen explains.

The lower level recently won the 38th Annual Dream Room 
Design contest in its category. This prestigious award receives 
over 300 applicants each year and is voted on by national 
journalists, editors and design professionals.

The lower level recently won the 38th Annual Dream Room
Design. The highlight of the space is definitely this expansive

bar. TOP LEFT: This vintage fridge belonged to Maureen’s
parents. Not only is it the perfect décor accent for the bar, it 

still works to cool drinks.

Continued on page 40The homeowners have ample space to stretch and get
comfortable while screening movies in the media room.

ABOVE: The formal living room extends the space from the
dining room, perfect for entertaining on special occasions.

The bright home gym provides a pleasant 
space for working out. RIGHT: Sports 

memorabilia doubles as décor in the basement.
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Upstairs, the secondary bedrooms were 
among the first projects the pair worked 
on together. Formerly the children’s rooms, 
they have been redone and now offer guests 
a luxurious hotel-like stay with striking 
headboards and beautiful linens. But there 
are still traces of the previous tenants if you 
look closely. In one of the rooms, a valance 
remains from the original children’s décor, 
which Maureen couldn’t bear to take down. 
Catherine skillfully blended the old piece with 
new elements to create a completely unique 
and personal look. 

The primary suite also features some 
significant changes. They acquired extra 
space from a fourth bedroom and completely 
reimagined the original walk-in closet 
and en suite. Catherine relocated the now 
expansive walk-in closet to the other side 
of the bathroom to create better flow. The 
spacious new bathroom now includes dual 
vanities (CJ2 Custom Cabinets and Closets) 
as well as a massive glass-walled shower 
(Mirror Works Inc.). 

Although awards are always an honour, 
Catherine says the best part of her job is “the 
wonderful expressions on people’s faces when 
they see that final reveal. It’s the satisfaction 
and excitement people have when they see 
the final product,” she says. “That to me is the 
big reward.”  OH

The homeowners
took advantage of
space in a fourth
bedroom to renovate 
and expand the
primary en suite and
walk-in closet. A
glass-walled shower
from Mirror Works
Inc. adds a spa-like
vibe. ABOVE: This
secondary bedroom
is plush and inviting
for guests. It was one
of the first projects
Catherine tackled
many years ago.

THE BEST 
PART OF 
CATHERINE’S 
JOB IS “THE 
WONDERFUL 
EXPRESSIONS 
ON PEOPLE’S 
FACES WHEN 
THEY SEE 
THAT FINAL 
REVEAL.” A Great Kitchen Starts with a Great Design

We Listen & Beautiful Happens
Click on Contact Us to book a 15 minute information phone call at www.cpiinteriors.ca

2235 Marchurst Rd. Kanata

Text to 613.724.9620 

 avantgardeners.com

Specializing in unique 
custom design & installations 

and garden rejuvenations.

Book now
 

for Spring 2023

installation!

The Avant Gardener_F22.indd   1 2022-08-03   1:21 PM
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Preheat your oven to 425˚F.

Poke holes into your 
spaghetti squash with a fork 
and microwave for three 
minutes each.

Let cool slightly then cut 
in half lengthwise and 
remove seeds. Place on a 
baking sheet. 

Combine ricotta cheese, 
milk and nutmeg in a bowl. 
Season with salt and pepper. 
Stir in one cup of mozzarella 
cheese and set aside. 

To make the marinara sauce, 
heat olive oil in a large pot 
over high heat.

Sear the ground beef and 
brown all over, about five to 
eight minutes.

Add onion and garlic and 
cook another two minutes. 
Reduce heat to low.

Add the tomatoes, bay leaf, 
oregano and a pinch each of 
salt and pepper.

Simmer for 15 minutes 
or until the sauce 
thickens slightly.

Remove the bay leaf. Taste 
and adjust seasonings 
as needed.

To assemble, season each 
squash with salt and pepper 
then divide the marinara 
sauce equally into the cavity 
of each squash.

Top with the cheese 
mixture and remaining 
mozzarella cheese.

Cover with foil and bake for 
20-30 minutes, depending 
on the size of your squash. 
Remove the foil and bake 
for 15-20 minutes until 
golden brown. 

Let the squash cool for 
five minutes and top with 
additional ricotta cheese and 
fresh herbs to serve.  OH

INSTRUCTIONS 

Spaghetti Squash
LASAGNA
BOATS

RECIPE AND
PHOTOGRAPHY
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

These spaghetti squash boats are layered with classic lasagna 
features – marinara sauce, creamy ricotta and melted mozzarella. 

INGREDIENTS (Serves 4)

2 spaghetti squash

½ cup ricotta cheese 

½ cup milk or 
heavy cream 

¹⁄8 tsp ground nutmeg 

Salt and black pepper

2 cups mozzarella 
cheese, shredded 

1 Tbsp olive oil 

1 pound of ground beef 

1 medium white 
onion, chopped 

3 cloves of 
garlic, chopped

1 can (28 ounce) of 
crushed tomatoes 

1 dried bay leaf 

2 tsp dried oregano  

Garnish: ricotta cheese 
and fresh herbs

SpaghettiSquashLasagnaBoats.indd   DPS 2022-08-11   12:07 PM
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WHAT’S NEXT
As Lapensée marks this milestone and 
reflects on their success, they have their 
eyes set on the future as they strive to 
always offer the best night’s sleep on the 
market. “We are continuing to innovate 
and our factory is expanding to better 
serve the growing market. Our fifth 
generation (although still young) is well 
on the way and will ensure the future of 
our company,” says Valérie.  OH

This year, Lapensée Mattresses is 
celebrating its 120th anniversary. 
Although technology and products 
have changed over the years, one 
thing has remained consistent: a 
driving commitment to customers to 
create products that provide the best 
rest possible.

RICH LOCAL HISTORY

In 1902, Eugène Lapensée opened 
Lapensée Mattresses in Hull. Today, it is 
a fourth-generation, family-run company, 
headed by Valerie Lapensée and her 
brother Pascal. In addition to their factory 
in Gatineau, customers can visit one 
of their bright showrooms and browse 
mattresses and sleep-related products, 
including mattress protectors, stylish 
bedframes, pillows, sheets and duvets. 
Knowledgeable staff help customers 
determine sleep needs and preferences 
and recommend products that offer the 
ultimate in restful comfort.

CUSTOMERS AT THE CORE

“Our customers have always been our 
priority,” says Valérie. “Our ability to 
manufacture and retail our own products 
allows us to really understand what 
the customer wants and needs and 
create a line of mattress products that is 
perfectly suited.”

Valérie Lapensée

SLEEPING
in style

KEEPING ON TOP OF TECH

Behind Lapensée’s longevity is their use of state-of-the-art 
technology throughout the years. Their first mattresses in 
the early 1900s were made from chipped wood covered 
with wool padding. Currently, to make their cutting-edge 
mattresses, they utilize components that include high-
density, reversible pocket coils, high-tech cooling materials 
and fabrics, and antibacterial copper. They are always looking 
for ways to improve their designs, raising the bar for quality 
and innovating for the next generation. 

WHAT’S TRENDING?

“Locally-made pocket-coil mattresses and adjustable bed 
frames,” says Valérie. “Achieving cooler sleep is popular and 
pocket-coil mattresses are the most breathable.” 

Get There
1085 Boul. de la Carrière, Gatineau | 819.777.4877
3732 Innes Rd., Orléans | 613.837.9977
737 Silver Seven Rd., Unit 12, Kanata | 613.435.6977
matelaslapensee.ca
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Bring on the
COLOUR!
AN INDUSTRY EXPERT DISHES ON TRENDY COLOURFUL 
KITCHEN CABINETS, THE LATEST ENTICING HUES, AND 
WHETHER THIS TREND IS RIGHT FOR YOU.

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE
PHOTOGRAPHY CABICO INC

MOSSY GREENS. DREAMY 
BLUES. STATELY CHARCOAL. 
NAVY. SILVERY SAGE.
As with home décor in general, 
colour has emerged as a major 
kitchen story during the pandemic. 
And yet even as we’ve all been 
drooling over those magazine 
spreads – spotlighting gorgeous 
cabinetry in unexpected, glorious 
shades – this trend may leave 
you inspired, yet also filled with 
questions. So many questions.

Let’s face it, cabinets are a big 
ticket item. If you’re planning a 
kitchen reno, it’s legitimate to 
wonder: “Will I regret purchasing 
luscious emerald green kitchen 
cabinets?” “Would a bold shade even 
work in my space?” “Is it worth the 
expense or am I better off sticking to 
clean and neutral white cupboards?” 

With questions in hand, we 
talked to Jennifer Paul, product 
development manager of Cabico-
Elmwood Fine Custom Cabinetry 
in St. Catharines. Here are Jennifer’s 
insights and advice on making 
all-important colour choices when it 
comes to your kitchen cabinetry:

BringOnTheColour.indd   2 2022-07-15   10:14 AM

Continued on page 48

The product selection you want; the quality you demand; and the results you dream about.  
You can Trust Kitchens and Bathrooms First.

850 Industrial Ave., Unit 5  |  613-706-3664  |  bathroomsfirst.ca

From inspiration, to design, to installation...

Dare to dream.

KitchenBathFirst_F22.indd   1 2022-08-04   11:41 AM
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Who’s embracing 
colour cabinets?
Jennifer makes it clear that bold 
coloured cabinetry is not an across-the-
board phenomenon. 

According to Cabico-Elmwood data, 
she says, the trend is most evident in luxury 
or higher-end custom projects. In that 
category, the company has seen quite a big 
shift from white, with 15 per cent fewer 
white kitchens ordered between January 
2021 and March 2022. 

But budgets aside, Jennifer says 
personality also influences choices. Bolder 
cabinetry finishes, she says, are more 
often embraced by a homeowner whose 
aesthetic gravitates towards colour, who is 
comfortable taking design risks, decisive 
and “more in touch even with how colour 
makes them feel.”

MAKING IT WORK
Whatever your budget or feeling about 
colour, Jennifer says anyone who wants 
to can work this trend into their kitchen 
project. Here are her tips:

Pick something you can live with – When 
choosing colour, don’t just follow trends. 
“Pay attention to how the colour makes 
you feel.”

Get help from a pro – If you want a certain 
cabinet colour, work with your designer 
and say, “This is how I want to feel; this is 
the colour that I love.” 

Customize – Cabinetmakers like Cabico-
Elmwood can colour match and create 
custom shades. Work with your designer to 
ensure you get a shade that really works in 
your space.

Remember you can hold back – If you 
prefer, incorporate your chosen colour 
selectively. Paint just an accent cabinet, 
says Jennifer, or only your island. “We’re 
also seeing uppers in paint and then your 
bases or bottom cabinets are stained.” 

Are white 
cabinets out?

If you still love clean, neutral cabinets, 
you are not alone and you can rest 
assured shades of white are here to stay. 
As Jennifer says, “I’m not sure that we’re 
going to ever see a strong trend going 
away from white. I think what we are 
seeing more with the whites is a change 
in hue – and tones of whites going from 
cool to neutrals.” 

To keep a white kitchen on-trend, 
Jennifer says, homeowners can add in 
more colour accents or stylish hardware. 
You can also choose some stained 
cabinetry elements to add warmth and 
freshness to your design. 

While white cabinets remain a 
timeless, beautiful option, Jennifer says 
the presence of so many more coloured 
finishes has been a game changer. “I 
do think that opens up a whole world 
of possible colour to the average 
homeowner.”  OH

Where are colour 
trends going?
First off, the colour shift we’ve been 
seeing in home décor absolutely extends 
to kitchens too – and major elements 
such as cabinetry. In January, this trend 
was front and centre at the 2022 Kitchen 
& Bath Industry Show (KBIS), held in 
Orlando. As KBIS pronounced in its 
official publication: “Also on tap for 2022 
is an abundance of colour… people want to 
be happier in their homes these days, and 
colour can be used to create moods and 
improve well-being.”

Here in Canada, that trend is filtering 
down. In Ontario, Jennifer says when it 
comes to cabinetry, there’s been some 
slow change. While there are still plenty 
of white cabinets on order, her company 
has seen some customers eyeing more 
colourful options too. “We are seeing a lot 
of colour, which is exciting. For the last 
couple years, we’ve seen a lot of blue, every 
tone of blue and in 2022 we are seeing a lot 
of green now.” 

As for what colour trends are around 
the corner, she says, “I think we’re just 
coming out of a colour phase that was 
very warm and neutral or very pastel and 
very light.” From comforting and soothing 
shades, she expects more vibrancy in 
cabinetry choices in the coming year. 
“Many of the blues and greens are very 
soothing and comforting kinds of colours 
and I think we’re coming into more of the 
joyful colour trends.”

Try some colour on 
an accent cabinet.

BringOnTheColour.indd   3 2022-07-15   10:14 AM

Candace Mallette Garden Design

It all starts with a plan...
Rejuvenate your existing garden or create a new, inviting 
landscape oasis. From welcoming entryways to backyard 
retreats, we work closely with our clients to help their ideas 
and visions become reality.

613.203.6323  |  cmld.ca

Book now for 

SPRING 2023 
installation!
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R e a l i z i n g  Yo u r 
Dream Kitchen

613.836.5353
2415 Carp Rd. Stittsville

laurysenkitchens.com
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SPRING BULBS
Start your hellstrip garden’s beauty off right 
with an array of early bloomers! Another nice 
thing about spring bulbs is they bring lots of 
fresh green foliage early on too. Try a mix of 
various allium, daffodils, snowdrops and crocus. 
All will naturalize over time, giving you more 
flowers every year. 

ANNUALS
If you want maximum blooms, try these easy-
to-grow annuals. Just spread these seeds after 
the last frost date for lots of summer flowers: 
Cosmos, Zinnia, Love in a mist and Poppies. 
You can save the seeds in fall for next year’s 
planting too and sometimes they even reseed 
themselves.

Hellstrip gardens can be taken a step further 
and be made into a runoff filtering rain 
garden. This is easily achieved by digging 
out, lowering and grading the soil level of 
the garden so that it collects runoff water. 
Some municipalities even give a subsidy for 
rain garden installation. An added benefit of 
doing this is that you can choose plants that 
have a higher moisture requirement beyond 
the above list, which really opens plant 
possibilities for maximum garden creativity. 

Any way you plant it, a garden is much more 
appealing than tired old turf. It creates curb 
appeal while providing habitat and food for 
pollinators at the same time. Give something 
nice for the neighbours to enjoy as they walk 
by – just imagine the possibilities!   OH

THE PERENNIALS

Hoary vervain / Verbena stricta 
Spikes of lavender/blue blossoms last for 
about two months in summer. It’s a very 
beautiful native plant that attracts many bees 
and butterflies and the seeds feed the birds in 
winter too. 

Prairie smoke / Geum triflorum
A very, very tough, drought tolerant small 
native plant for the front of the border. It has 
interesting seed pods that look like smoke later 
in the season. 

Purple coneflower / 
Echinacea purpurea
Everyone’s favourite summer flower. Enjoy big 
pink/purple flowers with a spiky orange centre 
that are long blooming and it’s native too. 
Needs care and watering its first year but is 
drought tolerant once established. 

Grey-headed coneflower / 
Ratibida pinnata 
Similar to purple coneflower, but with masses 
of clear yellow, artfully drooping petals instead. 
A native North American variety that sports 
delicate lacy foliage. 

Prairie dropseed grass / 
Sporobolus heterolepis 
This hardy but delicate native grass forms 
dense, arching, fountain-like foliage.

Daylily / Hemerocallis
A super strong plant with strappy foliage that 
blooms in an array of colours even in the driest 
conditions. Choose a variety that repeat-
blooms to extend the flowering season. 

Liatris / Liatris spicata
Fuzzy, tall spikes of lavender purple blooms 
in summer. Another North American native 
variety that is great as a cut flower and brings 
butterflies, too. 

False Blue Indigo / 
Baptisia australis
Interesting foliage and pea-like indigo blooms 
with unique seed pods that follow. A large 
native perennial not seen enough. 

Common Yarrow / Achillea 
millefolium
Unique architectural, flat-topped flowers 
stand tall above short feathery foliage. This 
flower shape makes perfect landing pads 
for butterflies and other pollinators. Their 
long-lasting flowers usually begin blooming in 
late summer. 

Sedum / Sedum
So many varieties to choose from, but most are 
extremely drought tolerant with fleshy leaves. I 
like the low growing types that create mounds 
all along the front of the border and keep 
mulch and soil from spilling out onto the road 
and sidewalk. 

HELLSTRIP GARDENS

That grass is, in fact, one of the highest maintenance plants you have. It constantly needs 
watering, feeding and cutting, not to mention the salt damage that often occurs in these 
spaces during winter. Why not make a lush, low care and biodiverse garden here instead?

Technically speaking, the boulevard is owned by the city, but residents are still 
expected to maintain them. Many municipalities have restrictions as to what can be done 
to these spaces (usually height, material and setback restrictions) so before you begin 
planning, do your due diligence and check with your township for its requirements. 

You’ve likely guessed by the name that hellstrips are tough spaces for plants. They’re 
subjected to extreme heat from being surrounded by paving and concrete. It’s also a place 
where trash collects and where dogs urinate. They have the potential to be trod upon by 
people exiting parked cars who pay little attention to what they’re stepping on. Yet, with 
the proper tough, drought and salt-tolerant selections, these areas can flourish with life! 

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY MELANIE REKOLA

Whether you call it a hellstrip, 
boulevard or street lawn, 
the space we’re speaking 
of is the struggling ribbon 
of grass between the road 
and sidewalk that many city 
dwellers have in front of their 
properties.

Melanie’s easy care, salt and drought-tolerantplant picks:

Hoary vervain

Purple coneflower

Cosmos

Snowdrops Crocus

Allium Daffodils

Grey-headed
coneflower
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STORY HEATHER WRIGHT
PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

all over
BLACK & WHITE

Through its optimistic lens, home 
design and décor offer a perpetual 
state of possibility for homeowners. 
And when homeowners embrace that 
possibility with calculated décor risks 
and help from skilled professionals, the 
final product is uniquely stylish.

Stephanie and Filippo Di Trapani and their young family 
realized they needed better space to make their Riverside South 
home more functional. They also wanted their home to reflect 
their personal aesthetic, which ultimately included some bold and 
beautiful décor choices.

“We wanted a home reflective of our style that had more flow 
for entertaining,” says Stephanie. “We want to celebrate our life at 
home and this time in our lives.” They engaged designer Lindsay 
Wolfe-Assaf of The Home Stylist, who in turn brought on The 
Cabinet Connection. Continued on page 56

Mixed materials in the family room, including cane, marble
and wood add texture. BELOW: The black-and-white

theme begins right when you enter the foyer with
striking floor tile from Euro Tile & Stone. OPPOSITE:

An oversize custom closet in the foyer by Rod Vedder
of Vedder Woodworking provides extra storage in a

smart location for this busy family.
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The home was built in the late 1990s and was reflective of the 
design of the era, with dark woods and closed-off spaces. The goal 
of the renovations, says Lindsay, was “to create airy, bright and 
cohesive design with a neutral palette.”

Lindsay encourages homeowners to “approach renovations 
from a timeless standpoint. This will add value and create a 
home that will grow with your family.” For the Di Trapanis, the 
overarching theme was indeed timeless, stamped with their 
personal style.

The home unfolds into an open family room and kitchen, backed 
by large windows, drawing in lots of ambient light. Pretty custom 
drapes from Linen and Lining are subtle and soft in their styling. 
The focal point in the family room is easily the stunning fireplace 
(The Fireplace Center & Patio Shop). Marble, wood and cane 
add dimension to the space. 

Natasha Nash of The Cabinet Connection says that mixing 
texture is effective. “Combining textures tends to make a space look 
less curated and more homey – as though you’ve been there for awhile.” 

BELOW: Bold graphic wallpaper was a décor 
item that took the longest to choose, but it was 
time well spent to create this special powder 
room. BOTTOM LEFT: Natasha Nash of The 
Cabinet Connection used 3-D rendering software 
to raise the comfort level for the homeowners’ 
design choices.

before

Continued on page 58

The kitchen is striking and incredibly functional. The design really 
grew from how Stephanie and her family use this important space.

“It’s nice to have a beautiful kitchen, but if it isn’t functional, it 
isn’t that beautiful,” says Natasha. And this kitchen marries form 
with function beautifully. The colour palette reflects Stephanie’s love 
of black-and-white contrast, with black-and-white cabinetry (The 
Cabinet Connection), a stunning black range hood, counters and 
backsplash with subtle veining (Stone Design Concepts) and brass 
hardware for a touch of bling to tie it all together.

Collaboration and 
teamwork was crucial 
to the beautiful end 
product, from concept to 
completion. Stephanie 
was particularly 
appreciative of the skill 
shown by contractor 
Roberto Rietkerk of 
Rietkerk Construction. 
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“A lot of the functional aspect is hidden, 
which makes it look sleeker,” says Natasha. 
There are rollouts in drawers of varying 
heights, according to the homeowners’ needs. 
A Super Susan (the Lazy Susan’s smart cousin 
that uses a bearing system so it can sit on a 
shelf) creates better storage. Stephanie is a 
coffee connoisseur and so a coffee bar was 
designed to be accessible yet hide clutter.

Tucked off in a corner, the main-floor 
powder room is a small room with big impact.

“I wanted something dramatic and we put 
so much thought into the details and how they 

would mesh together,” Stephanie says. 
Décor details are plentiful here, including 

wow-factor graphic wallpaper, a statement-
making light fixture and mixed metals. “We 
used a heavily graphic wallpaper but muted the 
impact by keeping within our neutral black-
and-white theme. We anchored the room with 
white oak cabinetry so the space doesn’t feel 
too dark and small,” explains Lindsay. 

Custom scalloped edges on the vanity 
keep the décor from being aggressive. “It is 
a small room and the scalloped edges add 
softness,” says Natasha. 

Blah blah blah blah blah 
blah Blah blah blah blah 
blah blah Blah blah blah 
blah blah blah Blah blah 
blah blah blah blah. 
Blah blah blah blah blah 
blah. BELOW RIGHT: 
Blah blah blah blah 
blah blah Blah blah blah 
blah blah blah Blah blah 
blah blah blah blah Blah 
blah blah blah blah blah 
blahb alh blah.

TOP RIGHT: The kitchen 
in its original state, 
much like the rest of 
the home, was dark 
and cramped. The goal 
of the renovations was 
to create a light and 
airy feel. RIGHT: There 
are so many design 
and décor details that 
combine style and 
functionality, like the 
kitchen table that has 
rounded edges to make 
moving through the 
high-traffic area easier.

Continued on page 60

before

The kitchen literally 
is the the heart of 
the home, according 
to Natasha, who 
says, “A kitchen is 
a living, breathing 
space in the home.” 
BELOW RIGHT: 
Lindsay Wolfe-Assaf 
of The Home Stylist 
used mood boards 
to stoke inspiration.
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“It’s a delight to use,” gushes Stephanie. 
Upstairs, the en suite is truly spa-like and features a number of 

mixed materials. Sconces and artwork from Dala Décor are the perfect 
accents. It’s one of the only rooms in the home that breaks away from 
black-and-white contrasts, which makes it even more special.

The use of wood on the vanity (The Cabinet Connection) is deliberate 
here, says Natasha, “Bathrooms have so many hard surfaces. Wood softens 
it,” she says. The fireclay shower tile adds colour and balances perfectly 
with the wood. 

This room is highly functional as well, with abundant storage in the 
vanity. The sleek soaker tub (EMCO Corporation) is made of volcanic 
limestone, not typical acrylic, which means that it holds heat longer. 

The main bathroom is playful and perfect for this young family. “To 
create a playful atmosphere, we used a lot of different shapes like hexi 
tiles and tubular sconces,” says Lindsay. 

ABOVE: Black-and-white style 
continues in the main bathroom. LEFT: 
Lindsay used different shapes to make 
the design lighter and more playful, 
like the hexagon-shaped wall tile and 
tubular sconces. BELOW: What does 
a black-and-white children’s bathroom 
need? Framed Oreo cookies.

Continued on page 62

April 16th to December 24th

The Perrault Family welcomes you to our winery  
located South of the charming village of Navan. 

Come and taste a great selection of wine at our tasting bar.
We offer whites, reds, a rosé and a wonderful dessert wine.

April 16th to December 24th

linen  lining+

linen  lining ll

custom window treatments service 
start to finish drapery & blinds 

a true shop at home experience  
hello@linenandlining.com  |  613-421-7310

linenandlining.com

thousands 
of fabrics
to choose 

from 

representing 
Canadian blind 

manufacturers 

local
custom 
handmade
drapery
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Wall art of Oreo cookies by Canadian artist Erin 
Rothstein are the ultimate black-and-white accent 
for the children’s bathroom. 

With multiple creative minds collaborating 
on this project, it is evident that this synergy 
drove the design. “Collaboration over 
competition,” says Lindsay. 

Having multiple points of view is especially 
helpful if homeowners are considering riskier 
design choices. “People are wary because of resale 
value, but as long as your design choices are well 
executed and if you’ve got professionals around 
you who can balance them out, the end result is 
beautiful and personal,” says Natasha.

Lindsay reminds homeowners to always see the 
potential in their homes, even if it isn’t immediately 
obvious and that guided inspiration is the key. “You 
may not feel like you are in your dream home, but 
every home can be a dream home with the right 
professionals behind you,” says Lindsay.  OH

BELOW: Fireclay tile in the shower breaks away from 
the black-and-white palette in the rest of the home. 
RIGHT: The dreamy soaker tub holds heat longer 
than a typical tub, because it is made from volcanic 
limestone. Artwork from Dala Décor is elegant and 
understated. BOTTOM: Wood was used deliberately 
in the primary en suite to add natural softness to 
the design. 

Designed For Life

1523 Laperriere Ave. #4, Ottawa
613.759.4999  |  thecabinetconnection.ca

Beauty, functionality and livability 
– kitchen and bathroom designs for life. 
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Well-Received

Make it personal
Gifts also mean more when they reflect 
you and your hosts, says Tina. Sharing a 
personal favourite is a good starting point: 
“Remember that when you’re giving a gift, 
it’s a reflection of you. So, it’s nice to bring 
something that represents you.”

At the same time, Tina says it’s 
important to think of your hosts. Consider 
any dietary restrictions, allergies and/or 
cultural practices of your hosts.

When in doubt, ask 
From an etiquette standpoint, if you’re unsure 
about something, ask. Is the family able to 
enjoy your homemade sourdough? Do they 
have food sensitivities or allergies? Do they 
consume alcohol? It’s also absolutely okay to 
ask your hosts beforehand, says Tina. 

With more casual gatherings, hosts 
might love a food contribution most of all. 
But in this case, always check in first, she 
says. “Ask your hostess, ‘What can I bring?’ 
Because, you know, sometimes they’ll ask you 
to bring a salad or make this or make that, 
which is wonderful. It’s good to ask though, 
because you want it to go along with the meal 
they’re making.” 

THOUGHTFUL WAYS TO THANK YOUR HOSTS FOR A LOVELY TIME
STORY CONNIE 
JESKE CRANE

No one likes to 
arrive at a party 
empty-handed. And 
as we enter a season 
of gatherings, as 
guests, we’d all love 
to show our hosts 
some appreciation. 
At the same time, 
let’s admit things 
have changed a 
bit. Given a season 
of lockdowns and 
mask debates, 
sharp inflation and 
maybe some rusty 
social skills too, it’s 
easy to feel some 
confusion here 
about the best 
route to take.

We turned to Tina 
Manousos of Toronto-
based Tina Manousos 
Etiquette for a little 
refresher on the topic 
of gifts for hosts. Right 
off the bat, Tina agrees 
that we’re dealing with 
changes – from economic 
and societal, to personal. 
“People have gotten used 
to being at home and not 
having had as much social 
contact with friends 
and family over the last 
couple of years.” 

When it comes to 
gifting, Tina says, on one 
hand, the basics still 
apply. Yet the pandemic 
has also made its mark 
on this aspect of social 
life. We talked to Tina 
and also to Valerie 
Ventola, co-owner of the 
iconic Ottawa gift store 
brand Made in Canada 
Gifts about that age-old 
question – “What should 
I bring?” Here are some of 
their up-to-date tips:

Simplicity rules
An over-arching theme with gifting today, 
Tina says, is simplicity. (So, no over-the-top 
gifts required.) The pandemic has left us 
appreciating the simpler joys of life and 
the economic upheaval many of us have 
experienced only underlines that, Tina says. 

“So, if we’re going to somebody’s home, 
let’s say a friend or family member, I think 
life has also become more simplified. Some 
people have been hit financially as well 
with this pandemic. Therefore, I think we 
have to rethink that budget. You must give 
gifts based on what you can afford. So, if the 
pandemic has affected you in that way, then 
I think this is the time where we get creative, 
maybe bring handmade things.” 

Gifts with purpose
In Ottawa, Valerie has seen another clear 
trend. When people are buying for their 
hosts, she says, they “are now moving 
towards giving useful gifts, sometimes 
maybe consumables or personalized 
gifts. They are moving away from the 
knickknack-y things and into something 
that has more of a purpose.” As for examples, 
Valerie sees useful pottery – mugs, serving 
sets – and etched wine glasses selling well. 

Think local
and sustainable
While tried-and-true formats still make 
great gifts (think wine, specialty food 
items, cocktail napkins), adding a local 
and sustainable spin will inject more 
personality and thoughtfulness to your gift.

For example, Made in Canada has 
locally-made gift items that support small 
businesses across the country. Among the 
well-received host gifts, Valerie says, are 
“jams from Newfoundland, or salts that are 
harvested from the Pacific Ocean in B.C.” 
Her shop also sells coaster sets made by 
Canadian artists, note cards featuring Inuit 
art and a wide variety of candles – all great 
gift ideas for hosts.

More than ever, it’s also a good idea 
to consider sustainability, says Tina. Use 
simple, recyclable or reusable wrapping 
over miles of cellophane. Or, in lieu of a 
flower bouquet, “Sometimes a succulent 
plant, a cactus or other potted plant is 
beautiful because they last,” says Tina. Don’t forget a 

thank-you note
Finally, Tina recommends the “lost art 
of writing a thank-you note after you’ve 
been to someone’s home.” While not 
everyone takes the time, writing a note of 
appreciation to your hosts is something 
guests should still be doing in today’s 
world. “When you think of all the 
trouble they’ve gone to, I think it’s still 
necessary.”  OH

MADE IN CANADA GIFTS: Small 
Group of Trees & Moose Stone 
Coasters, White Marble with Red 
Maple Leaf Coaster

MADE IN CANADA GIFTS: 
British Columbia Sea Salts

MADE IN CANADA GIFTS: 
Dark Tickle Jams

WRAPPR:  Large Reusable 
Furoshiki Wrap – Rise

WRAPPR: Reusable Furoshiki Wraps

WRAPPR: Large Reusable
Furoshiki Wrap – Belong (shown here 
as a gift wrap and repurposed top).

MADE IN CANADA GIFTS:
“My Father’s Inukshuk” Inuit Art Card  

MADE IN CANADA GIFTS: Canoe On 
A Lake Dip Set – Northern Lights   

MADE IN CANADA GIFTS:
Green Birch Mug    

OLIVE OIL CO.: Ice Wine Jelly, Bread Dipper, 
EV Olive Oil & Aged Balsamic Vinegar

MADE IN CANADA GIFTS: First Nations 
Fresh Cut Sweetgrass Soy Candle 
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In the past, designers weren’t the go-to option for most homeowners, 
but things have really changed. According to IBISWorld statistics, 
Canada’s interior designers have seen steady market growth in the 
last five years. 

On the ground, Canadian designers confirm they’re seeing this 
trend. “The whole thing has changed,” says Ottawa-based Catherine 
Pulcine of CPI Interiors. “People are much more receptive to the idea 
that you would hire someone to help you.” In the business for 30 years, 
Catherine attributes the shift to several factors, notably TV home décor 
shows. “The whole HGTV thing really brought the realm of interior 
decorators and designers into peoples’ homes.”

Curious about working with a designer? Wondering how your 
project might benefit? We talked to Catherine in Ottawa and also to 
Brittany Zazula of London-based Ben & Britt at Home. Here are the 
benefits they say a good interior designer can bring: 

BETTER UTILIZATION OF YOUR SPACE 
First off, Catherine says, “An interior designer has a very different 
perspective on the space. And when someone is living in a space or 
they’ve had something for a while, they only see it for what it is, they 
don’t see it for what it could become.” A designer, says Catherine, 
can take your wants and figure out how to make a space work 
better for you. 

WELL-CHOSEN PRODUCTS AND MATERIALS
From contractors to furniture suppliers, designers have extensive 
contact lists, says Brittany, and can help clients make better purchasing 
decisions. “We know what’s good and what’s not.” And designers also 
factor in a client’s lifestyle, she adds. “What’s practical? Do they have 
kids? What furniture is going to hold up against stains? Do they have 

pets? It’s really about saving them in the long run on things they’re 
going to use, that are practical, functional and still beautiful.

NO COSTLY MISTAKES
Purchases for your home can involve significant costs, says Catherine. 
Leveraging a designer’s experience means you could prevent some 
expensive headaches. For example: “If you order a sofa and it doesn’t 
fit or it’s the wrong colour or you didn’t choose the right style, and you 
didn’t realize what size it was, chances are that you can’t return it. So 
now you’re stuck with it.” A professional, she adds, can help you steer 
clear and thereby save money in the long run.

LOWER STRESS LEVELS
With more comprehensive jobs requiring lots of big-budget, tricky, 
in-the-minute decisions, Brittany says, “It really mentally helps to have 
an interior designer – the amount of stress that it removes! I mean 
people don’t really realize how much stress they put on themselves.”

HELP WITH PAINT CHIP WOES
Anyone who’s struggled over umpteen swatches knows how difficult it 
is to choose paint colours that work. Yet a simple colour consult with a 
designer, says Catherine, can make all the difference to a project. “Most 
people think it’s such a simple thing. But the colour of the paint makes a 
dramatic difference to the overall impression and the feel of the space.” 
A professional, she says, can help you avoid colours that feel a bit “off” 
and create a space that feels put together. 

COHESION
Finally, says Brittany, “The biggest thing we can do is tie the project 
together, unlike when a homeowner spends years picking out one piece 
here, one piece there and it’s a hodgepodge.” And Brittany also often 
sees the opposite case. “There are so many times I go into clients’ homes 
and they have been sitting in an empty space for years. They can’t make 
decisions and don’t know where to start.” A professional can get clients 
to the finish line – completely and cohesively, she says. “And a finished 
space equals a happy space!”  OH

Should You
HIRE A DESIGNER?
TWO ONTARIO DESIGNERS TALK ABOUT THE POTENTIAL UPSIDES
STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE  |  ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

HERE ARE SOME TIPS FROM OUR DESIGNERS ON 
GETTING THE MOST FROM THE PROCESS:

Choose wisely – Check out potential interior designers’ 
credentials, portfolios and talk to previous clients.

Do your financial homework – Work out a budget for your 
project and understand how design costs will factor in. 
(Some designers charge hourly, some have flat fees, etc.)

Gather visuals – Use Pinterest, magazines, Instagram, etc. 
to relay your expectations and aesthetic preferences.

Communicate – Good communication throughout 
a project is key. Choose a designer you like working 
with, ensure all household members have their say 
upfront and keep the lines of communication open.

IF YOU’RE ABOUT TO SPEND BIG ON A RENO, MOVE 
INTO YOUR DREAM HOME OR DO A MAJOR REFRESH, 
YOU MIGHT BE WONDERING, “COULD AN INTERIOR 
DESIGNER HELP ME OUT HERE?” 

ShouldYouHireADesigner.indd   2 2022-04-28   10:24 AM

7-75 Elgin St. W. Arnprior    613.621.1301    hello@lincolnmaeinteriors.com    lincolnmaeinteriors.com
p a i n t  c o n s u l t a t i o n      f i n i s h i n g  s e l e c t i o n s      h o m e  o r g a n i z a t i o n
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HOUSE RULES

Local pros offer advice on how to create a beautiful, 
comfortable home that reflects your style.

PHOTOGRAPHY ANNEMARIE GRUDEN

WALL SPACE  
GALLERY + 
FRAMING
Founded in 2004, Wall Space Gallery 
opened its Westboro location and 
project-driven space in 2008. Committed 
to thought-provoking and engaging 
exhibitions, the gallery represents both 
emerging and established Canadian 
artists working in traditional and 
new media. The gallery takes pride in 
making contemporary fine art accessible, 
building community and encouraging 
critical dialogue.

PICKING THE  
PERFECT PIECE 
Clients often say: “I don’t know anything 
about art.” You don’t need to! All you need 
to know is if you like it – the perfect piece 
should make you feel something. It should 
inspire, captivate or even challenge you.

Continued on page 70

“If you’re going to do 
something, do it right.”

WHAT’S ON DISPLAY
In October, see London-based 
ceramist Dauma and Ottawa-
based artist Drew Mosley. Through 
darkly comedic human figures 
and otherworldly porcelain 
creatures, Dauma explores nature 
as a metaphor for the human 
condition and the ways in which 
the human and the natural are 
interconnected. Drew Mosley 
forms fantastical narratives 
inspired by the study of natural 
history, mycology, ancient 
civilizations and social evolution.

Phoebe
Sampey 
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“Each project is  
as unique as  

the homeowners  
themselves.” TGI QUARTZ  

& GRANITE 
TGI Quartz & Granite offers design 
consultations and sales for the retail 
market, along with their B2B partner 
The Stone Fabricator. With first-class 
service and expansive, bright showrooms, 
they offer design support, digital laser 
measurements, CNC fabrication and 
installation. With the largest in-house 
inventory in Ottawa, customers can have 
access to beautiful stone quickly across a 
variety of price points.

WHAT’S NEW
We’ve opened a new 3,500 sq. ft. 
showroom in Ottawa’s east end, 
complementing our large west-end 
showroom. We are launching an online 
tool where customers can browse from a 
vast array of full quartz slabs and remnants, 
choose the one they like and reserve 
the piece. The popular TSF 24-pack is 
updated to include an exotic exclusive 
line with 12 quartz selections, while the 
builder/contractor line will feature six 
quartz and six granite selections.

THE TGI DIFFERENCE 
Customers can fully trust us to get the job 
done right and beautifully. We’ve built a 
long-standing reputation for customer 
service, winning the Consumer’s Choice 
award for the last four years, an A-plus 
rating with the BBB and Google Reviews 
with a score of 4.9.

PATTERSON HOMES
Patterson Homes builds beautiful custom 
homes throughout the Ottawa region, with 
the principles of function and comfort 
first. They utilize the approach of personal 
building, meaning they invest heavily in 
customer relationships and encourage 
customers to actively participate in the 
process. That’s how homes that truly suit 
homeowner needs are created.

Susan Hodgson, Design Studio Hodgson 
Jeff Barnett, Chief Handyman
Mark Patterson, Owner
& Brad Proudfoot, Chief Handyman

WORKING WITH  
PATTERSON HOMES
We offer personalized, fully-guided 
homebuilding from concept and 
thorough planning to highly-detailed 
completion. Each client becomes 
part of the team in the process

DESIGN TIP
Follow your own style 
over trends to ensure 
you have a home that 
gives you comfort 
and reflects your 
individual character.

Continued on page 72

Roldan Guerrero, President
Jerusa Guerrero, Director

Dhiego Lopes, Director of Operations

“Offering quality, exclusivity and affordability, we  
have stone countertops for every style and budget.”
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TAILORED LIVING
Making your home more functional 
makes it more beautiful. Tailored Living’s 
storage solutions are truly custom 
and provide the ultimate in liveability 
and comfort. Whether you seek a 
custom closet, want to organize your 
mudroom, increase usable space with a 
Murphy bed or make the most of your 
garage (including epoxy flooring), the 
Tailored Living professionals are here 
to provide you with the stylish storage 
solutions you need. 

FUNCTIONAL CLOSETS
The most effective approach is to start 
with a good design and layout. Our 
team has many years of experience 
to help with a custom design that fits 
perfectly into your space.

“Improve your  
home with innovative 
custom storage 
and organization  
solutions.”

Jason Allen

WHAT’S  
TRENDING
Material colours and 
hardware finishes 
are always changing 
and we introduce 
new options to our 
product lineup to 
reflect current trends. 
Right now, matte black 
and gold hardware 
are popular.

Continued on page 74

1984Installing handrails in the Greater Ottawa region for over 30 years.
 new home builds | home renovations

613.727.0680   |   ottawavalleyhandrailing.ca 
846 Churchill Ave. N.

OVA_full_SP21.indd   1 2021-02-23   1:47 PM
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SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

Chris Vien, Vinny Manes & Denise PatryEND OF THE ROLL 
FLOORING CENTRES
End of the Roll Flooring Centres are known 
for having lots of stock at great prices and the 
Ottawa locations are no exception. Find the 
latest styles of laminate, luxury vinyl plank, 
tile, area rugs, carpet and more – all at great 
prices. As Canada’s largest flooring retailer, 
you’ll find a style you’ll love for any room. 

THE RIGHT CHOICE
Not only do we offer one of the largest selections 
of flooring for the entire home at great prices, 
we will also help you get it installed. We’re an 
inventory stocking dealer, so that means you 
won’t need to wait long for your project to finally 
be completed.

“Your customer doesn’t care 
how much you know until they 
know how much you care.” 

— Damon Richards 

WHAT’S  
TRENDING 
Hard surfaces. The 
technology behind 
laminate and luxury 
vinyl planks has 
changed so much in the 
past few years that it’s 
a lot easier and more 
affordable to get that 
wood look in a durable, 
waterproof product in 
a range of price points 
and styles. OH

ottawa@tailoredliving.com 
www.TailoredLiving.com

FREE In-Home Consultation

Closets  •  Garages  •  Murphy Beds  •  Pantries  •  Flooring  •  Whole Home Organization

Custom Closet Solutions

Garage Flooring & Storage

Tailored_SP21.indd   1 2022-06-03   10:47 AM
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Ingredients 
CAKE 

2 cups all-purpose flour

1 ¾ cups sugar

1 ½ tsp kosher salt

½ tsp baking soda

½ tsp baking powder

1 ¹⁄3 cups extra-virgin
olive oil

1 ¼ cups whole milk

3 large eggs

1 ½ Tbsp grated
orange zest

¼ cup fresh orange juice

¼ cup Grand Marnier liqueur

WHIPPED MASCARPONE 

½ cup whipping cream 

¼ cup – ½ cup
powdered sugar 

½ cup mascarpone cheese

Olive Oil
CAKE
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS SIMPLE CAKE IS INCREDIBLY 
MOIST, RICH AND FLAVOURFUL. THE 
SAVOURY NOTES OF THE OLIVE OIL 
COME THROUGH WHILE THE CITRUS 
PROVIDES A BRIGHT CONTRAST. 
SERVE WITH WHIPPED MASCARPONE.

Instructions 
Spray a nine-inch round pan 
with oil then line with parchment 
paper. Preheat oven to 350˚F.

In a bowl, whisk flour, sugar, salt, 
baking soda and baking powder.

In a large mixing bowl, whisk 
together olive oil, milk, 
eggs, orange zest, juice and 
Grand Marnier. 

Add the dry ingredients to the 
wet ingredients and mix well. 

Pour the batter into the 
prepared pan and bake 
for one hour.

Let the cake sit for 30 minutes 
before removing from the pan 
and let cool completely for 
about two hours. 

Make the mascarpone topping 
while the cake is cooling. 
Beat whipping cream and 
powdered sugar until soft 
peaks are formed. Fold in 
mascarpone cheese.

Serve cake with a dollop of 
whipped mascarpone and 
orange zest. Enjoy!  OH

OliveOilCake.indd   2 2022-08-05   12:45 PM

613-688-2800
urbanstairs.com

 
 

846 Churchill Ave. N.

Stair & Railing  
Systems 

 
Stair Recaps

Stair Parts  
 

Hardwood Flooring
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With the right advice, these homeowners were able to 
stylishly fit both a peninsula and an island in a smaller 
footprint. The homeowner also credits designer Darien 
Wilson with guiding her towards the perfect light 
fixtures to hang over the island. RIGHT: Emily Jossinet 
and Gary Singh of Singhko Design Build Remodel had 
a special relationship with these homeowners and 
together they overcame renovation challenges.

STORY HEATHER WRIGHT  |  PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

REACHING 

GOALS 
Home renovations can 
generate a lot of drama, 
especially when before 
and after offers a striking 
contrast. However, as 
many homeowners 
who have lived through 
major renovations will 
tell you, the real drama 
happens not during 
the big reveal, but 
throughout the process 
when unexpected 
circumstances arise  
and best-laid plans  
are vulnerable.

Continued on page 80

While homeowners face a maze of decisions, 
including picking colours, finishes and room 
configurations, the end goal is the most 
important objective. And having a calm and 
process-driven builder by your side helps, too.

renovation Emily Jossinet and Gary Singh
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Gary Singh, of Singhko Design Build 
Remodel, guided homeowners through the 
renovation of their east-end Ottawa home 
during the pandemic. In addition to supply-
chain delays and interruptions that plagued 
the industry, they experienced two water 
leaks, both as a result of plumbing that had 
been done in the en suite bathroom while they 
were working on the kitchen. 

Although the leaks were unfortunate, 
this challenge was overcome with Singhko’s 
commitment to teamwork and delivering on  
project promises made to the homeowners by 
replacing the floor and ceiling. “It demonstrates 
what can happen during a renovation,” 
says Gary. “Renovations can be tough and 
emotionally hard for homeowners, but the 
stress can be lessened by surrounding yourself 

with professionals that you trust.”
The renovation of this 1980s home 

included removing walls on the main floor 
to create more space, function and flow. The 
kitchen was completely redone. Cabinetry 
was replaced in the laundry room and a new 
vanity was added to the main bathroom. The 
primary en suite was transformed into a spa-
like sanctuary. 

The homeowners actively participated, 
investing their sweat equity. They removed 
the cabinetry from the kitchen, which was 
re-installed at their cottage and kept out of 
the landfill. They helped with the demolition, 
prepped the space and coordinated the 
delivery of materials. They also painted.

“You can’t be afraid to get dirty,” says 
the homeowner. 

With expertise from designer Darien 
Wilson of Deslaurier Custom Cabinets 
Inc., the homeowners planned a bright 
kitchen that is as beautiful as it is functional. 
They really appreciated the guidance they 
received. “Darien was so helpful with 
narrowing down options and making 
suggestions that we wouldn’t otherwise have 
thought of,” says the homeowner. “There are 
things I never would have picked out on my 
own, but they are perfect.”

She points to the large light fixtures over 
the island, beautiful quartz counters (Urban 
Quarry) panelling on the peninsula that 
adds spice and texture to the kitchen and rich 
interior panels in the open cabinets over the 
pantry. Darien also recommended the striking 
gold fixtures, adding just the right contrast.

They also decided to change the orientation 
of the island to accommodate both the island 
and a peninsula in a tight footprint. “I wanted 
the island positioned the other way, as that 
was where my table had been originally,” the 
homeowner says. 

“A simple tweak created better flow and is 
better for entertaining and for cooking,” says 
Gary. “It really makes sense in this space and 
creates a focal point.”

Upstairs, in the en suite, Gary 
created something unique that the 
homeowner truly loves. 

“I have done this particular footprint 
many times, but I like to find a way to make 
it unique,” says Gary. “We had a lower base 
profile in the shower, making the most of the 
available space.” 

These homeowners blend the old
with the new, with sentimental family
furnishings incorporated in their
sleek new space.

Continued on page 82

THEY ACTIVELY
PARTICIPATED,

INVESTING
THEIR SWEAT
EQUITY. “YOU

CAN’T BE
AFRAID TO

GET DIRTY,”
SAYS THE

HOMEOWNER.

Rich panelling backstops the cabinets
above the pantry and flanks the side
of the peninsula, adding richness
against the mostly white kitchen.

Gary says that it’s not uncommon to encounter 
unexpected challenges during the renovation 

process, but that committing to the initial vision for 
the project and pivoting to find solutions is key. 
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The homeowner opted for a beautiful 
quartz shower base, which feels great in 
addition to playing an important role in the 
décor. “It’s like having a foot massage every 
time you shower,” says the homeowner, who 
had expected quartz to be slippery. It’s small 
touches like the shower base, sublime soaker 
tub (Mondeau) and pleasing colour palette 
that really give this en suite a spa-like vibe. 

In the main bathroom, Gary not only 
updated the space, but made it more 
functional for this couple, raising the vanity 
(Deslaurier Custom Cabinets Inc.) height from 
the standard 30 inches to 34 inches.

As for their favourite parts of their home 
post-renovation, the homeowner says, “I love 
how the pathways and sightlines are changed 
throughout the home. Removing walls makes 
a big difference and makes it bright.” The 
kitchen has found new life with its new design 
as well. “It is heaven cooking in this kitchen 
and it is wonderful when everyone gathers 
around the island,” the homeowner says.

Gary says the collaboration between 
himself, the homeowners and Darien built the 
trust and patience to see this project through 
to its beautiful conclusion, despite challenges 
along the way. 

“It is special when you can find the right 
people to make this kind of collaboration 
happen,” Gary says. 

For the homeowners, the emotional 
journey they took to realize their forever home 
makes the end result that much sweeter.  OH

RIGHT: Colours are 
subtle in the fully-
renovated primary en 
suite, contributing to 
the overall spa-like 
aesthetic. FAR RIGHT: 
A dreamy soaker tub 
sits in front of a quartz 
half wall. The dark floor 
tile provides a pleasant 
contrast. BELOW: This 
shower features a quartz 
base. The homeowner 
loves how it looks and 
was pleasantly surprised 
by how nice it feels 
underfoot. 

613-225-2777
www.singhko.com

Creating spaces for 
the way you live.

Spherica  
Homes Inc.

Singhko_F22.indd   1 2022-08-08   4:16 PM

Fully custom to meet your needs.
Locally supplied to meet your schedule.

Premium quality for long term enjoyment.

CUSTOM CABINETRY
BY HOUSE OF FINE CARPENTRY

HOUSEOFFINECARPENTRY.COM
UNIT 5, 790 INDUSTRIAL AVE.  |  613.736.9930

@HOFCARPENTRY
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3 4DETAILS
Despite what you may have heard, the 
“little things” do matter and if you don’t 
think each individual detail is being 
noticed, you can be sure that the overall 
aesthetic is. Those seemingly minor details 
come together to create a broader sense 
of opulence. This is also a great way to 
add luxury to the home without doing a 
renovation. So go ahead and splurge on 
quality linens, plush cushions and nice 
candles. Reflective surfaces add essential 
sparkle and fresh flowers finish the look. 

TIP: When accessorizing your space with 
an eye to luxury, be sure to incorporate 
some “negative space.” A home that is too 
crowded doesn’t radiate luxury, but instead 
implies small, cramped quarters and a lack 
of breathing room. These empty areas in 
your home create a sense of space, give the 
eye a place to rest and allow you to create 
focal points with art and accessories.

HARDWARE
Hardware is like jewelry – a 
finishing touch that adds an air of 
extravagance without being explicit. 
Cabinet knobs and pulls and the 
hardware on your windows and 
doors should complement the overall 
style aesthetic of the space. Splurge 
on something you love to dress 
up neutral cabinets. Go for “high-
polish” and consider materials like 
glass, crystal or anything reflective.

Gold-coloured hardware and 
fixtures are a favourite in the 
world of luxury, widely available in 
polished and brushed finishes. This 
rich and warm metal is also a great 
way to warm up another luxury 
trend – white interiors. Bronze is a 
good alternative to gold, but with a 
slightly more rustic character.

WHITE 
INTERIORS 
A monochromatic white room 
looks larger and brighter than its 
coloured counterparts, but have you 
noticed that it somehow looks more 
luxurious, too? White has a clean, 
pristine quality to it. It’s delicate 
and refined, exuding elegance. 
From a designer’s perspective, a 
white interior also offers a clean 
palette that can be dressed up or 
down, across trends and aesthetics. 
A monochromatic colour palette, 
whether white or otherwise, creates 
the perfect backdrop to make a 
focal point – say, a certain luxury 
item – truly stand out.

KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS
Kitchens and bathrooms are 
a focus for homeowners and 
buyers, so these are both 
good places to start if you’re 
looking to level-up your 
luxury. These two rooms will 
eat up a sizeable chunk of 
your budget, but the result 
(when well planned and well 
executed) is often worth the 
spend. If there’s anything left 
over, you can put it back in 
your pocket or put it towards 
the next project. In the 
kitchen, justifiable splurges 
often include countertops, 
custom cabinetry, lighting 
and appliances. In bathrooms 
focus on tile, lighting, 
the sink/vanity and the 
bathtub/shower.

TIP: Spend wisely. Yes, even 
luxury spenders live by a 
budget. Luxury doesn’t have 
to cost a fortune. It will cost 
more, but it is possible to 
have a luxurious home without 
overspending or enduring 
a costly and inconvenient 
renovation. Luxury can be skin-
deep and sometimes cosmetic 
upgrades are all you need to 
increase your enjoyment and 
eventually, your return.

LITTLE 
LUXURIES
THAT GO A LONG WAY STORY

LISA KOOISTRA

Lisa Kooistra is the creative director and principal designer 
for Lisa Kooistra Design.

A little luxury can go a long way 
in a home. You can maximize 
your investment by incorporating 
little luxuries in the right places 
and in the right ways. Contrary 
to popular opinion, you don’t 
have to spend a fortune to have 
an upscale home. If you spend 
wisely and invest where it counts, 
you can live luxuriously without 
breaking the bank. Here are four 
areas to focus on. 

Living luxuriously has little to do with 
the size of a home or budget. It’s about 
indulging where you can and spending 
where it counts. You’ll find that strategic 
upgrades can totally transform your home 
and in turn, how you live and feel in it.
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 home
WORK

1. MADE GOODS: Sidney Mirror in 
Young Pen Shell Finish  2. BREWSTER: 
Lilt Blue Faux Grasscloth Wallpaper  
3. CYAN DESIGN: Pedregal Vase 
in White  4. CB2: Stud Decanter  
5. AERIN: Classic Shagreen Butler Tray 
in Chocolate  6. SUNPAN: Mercury 
Console Table  7. JAIPUR LIVING: 
Branham BRA06 Area Rug  8. SUNPAN: 
Rebel Desk in Gold & Raw Umber  
9. CURREY & COMPANY: Thayer Desk 
Lamp  10. BERNHARDT INTERIORS: 
Remy Side Chair  OH

RECREATE THIS LOOK IN YOUR OWN HOME.

2

 home
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Customize with your choice of leg f inish and upholstery fabric.

HomeWork.indd   2 2022-08-09   3:36 PM

VISIT ONE OF OUR SHOWROOMS AT:
888 GUELPH ST., KITCHENER, ON | 519.579.3810

309 EXETER RD., LONDON, ON | 519.652.1677
1112 MARCH RD., KANATA, ON | 613.592.9111

1 .800.265.2290

QUALITY & PRIDE BUILT INTO EVERY WINDOW 

ENJOY THE VIEW

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS!
Thank you for your continued support!

LOCAL before

LOCAL was

MY HOME FURNITURE...20 YEARS!
499 Terry Fox Dr. Kanata

613.271.9001  |  info@myhome.ca  |  myhome.ca

COOL
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OTTAWA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA  SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  

IN OTTAWA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

DZN CENTRE   
Seeing the sense of relief and 
smiles people have here is such 
a fulfilling part of all of this. 

When renovating, there are 
so many details to look out 
for that it can certainly feel 
overwhelming. 

Hiring a designer is one sure 
way to get some comfort in all 
of this. However, what if you 
prefer to tackle the shopping 
journey of material selection 
and design on your own? Who 
do you turn to for advice and 
expertise? 

We asked DZN Centre 
clients and it turns out that 
most of them have had little 
luck in finding knowledgeable 
guidance for design and 
construction while shopping. 
The feedback we get is always 
along the lines of “I didn’t 
know this could be so easy.” 

With the help of our DZN 
Centre’s in-house design 
consultants, selecting and 
combining details such as 
colours, styles, shapes, and 
sizes has been made simple 
and an overall enjoyable 
process.

Finding everything under 
one roof, from the screws to 
the last coat of paint, shopping 
no longer takes months, weeks 
or even days. In just a couple 
of hours, you could be back to 
enjoying time with family and 
friends. 
Join us to see what we have in 
store for your next project.
Email us at info@dzncentre.com 
or call 613.695.5050
dzncentre.com
(Please see ad on pg 3)

LINCOLN MAE INTERIORS     
Lincoln Mae Interiors is a new 
small business located in the 
small town of Arnprior, which is 
owned and operated by Kristen 
Cooper, a proud mother of 
two, a coffee lover, and a wine 
enthusiast. Kristen’s passion has 
always been to open Lincoln 
Mae Interiors, where she could 
combine her creativeness and 
passion for interior design to 
help others. Her clients always 
appreciate the pops of colour 
that she incorporates into their 
spaces!

When creating the name for 
her passion business, Kristen 
decided to combine the names 
of her children – Lincoln which 
is her son’s name, Mae which 
comes from her daughter’s 
name Maddie Mae, and then 
Interiors for her passion for 
Interior Design.

Whether you are looking for 
beautiful and unique items to 
add to your home or looking 
for someone to come transform 
your space into somewhere that 
you love, Lincoln Mae Interiors 
is always here for you!

Our team offers a wide 
range of services from helping 
point you in the right direction 
to detailed consultation with 
design and layout ideas.  
7-75 Elgin St W, Arnprior 
613.621.1301
hello@lincolnmaeinteriors.com 
lincolnmaeinteriors.com
(Please see ad on pg 67)

THE AVANT GARDENERS    
The Avant Gardeners create 
innovative, inspired gardens 
that reflect the needs and 
wishes of each client. During 
the design process, we spend 
the time to ensure that we have 
a clear understanding of your 
vision. Together we create a 
plan which combines your ideas 
with our professional plant 
knowledge and practical advice.  

The Avant Gardeners 
are pros at rejuvenating and 
redesigning existing beds to 
freshen up the exterior of your 
home. Over time gardens can 
become overgrown and tired 
looking. Usually, all that is 
required is a thorough weeding, 
boosting the existing soil with a 
generous helping of compost, 
thinning out and re-locating 
some existing plants, as well as 
replacing some older, unkempt 
material with fresh, colourful 
plants. Rejuvenation or redesign 
is particularly attractive to 
homeowners who are on a strict 
budget or who are preparing a 
property for sale.

Whether we install a new 
garden or rejuvenate an existing 
one, we’ll leave your gardens 
looking crisp and clean. 2022 
marks The Avant Gardeners’ 
21st year of providing top-
quality gardening services to 
the Ottawa region. The Avant 
Gardeners maintain a A+ rating 
with the BBB.  
2235 Marchurst Rd, Kanata
613.724.9620
avantgardeners@sympatico.ca
avantgardeners.com
(Please see ad on pg 41)

SAVE ON ENERGY BILLS!     
Your home is your canvas. With 
Krumpers Solar Blinds, let 
Mother Nature paint glorious 
views while returning the favour 
of being Energy Efficient. 
Krumpers Solar Blinds are lab 
tested and verified to save up
to 41% on your heating and 
cooling costs along with 98% UV 
protection.

Krumpers Solar Blinds™ 
offers a simple solution to 
keeping energy costs down 
this winter. Krumpers blinds 
offer an unprecedented level of 
protection by deflecting UV rays 
and heat in the summer to make 
your home cool and comfortable. 
Simply turn the blinds to the 
opposite side in winter and not 
only will you keep the drafts and 
cold out, moreover Krumpers 
blinds will actually generate heat 
in direct light, so you will be warm 
and cosy all winter. All this whilst 
not obstructing your view of the 
outdoors.

Krumpers has also engineered 
a solution for odd-shaped 
windows and skylights. Our 
unique two-sided smart tech 
design is locally made and 
installed by our professional team 
members.

When you choose Krumpers 
temperature-control smart 
window treatments, you get 
over 15 years of expertise, the 
best craftsmanship and total 
professionalism. We tailor every 
solution to your tastes and
needs and turn your home into a 
unique oasis.

For a professional 
consultation in your home call our 
award-winning company.
krumpers.ca
613.864.4921                                                                                                   
(Please see ad on pg 13)

SERVING RESIDENTIAL, 
COMMERCIAL & BUILDERS    
Think of RANDALL’S as your 
decorating stress reducer. 
The finishing details can make 
a huge difference in how much 
you enjoy your living and working 
spaces. However, the choices 
can be overwhelming...things 
like colour palette, paint, wood 
stain, window treatments (custom 
blinds, shutters, drapes), designer 
wallpapers and fabrics, furniture 
(custom and ready-made), 
flooring options (hardwood, 
engineered wood, luxury vinyl, 
laminate), countertop selection 
(granite, quartz and other solid 
surfaces), lighting, kitchen and 
bath knobs and pulls. 

RANDALL’S carries a range 
of carefully selected, quality 
products so we can help you 
match the right product to 
your specific project needs 
and budget. For example, we 
are the exclusive supplier of 
C2 paint and stains which offer 
unsurpassed quality and we are 
Ottawa’s largest independent 
retailer of Hunter Douglas 
window treatments. 

Whether you consult with 
one of our in-store specialists, 
our in-home window treatment 
consultants (FREE service), or our 
professional interior decorators, 
RANDALL’S is renowned for its 
team of experienced specialists.
RANDALL’S – Decorating 
Ottawa and area since 1948
555 Bank St (FREE parking 
behind store, off Isabella St)
randalls.ca (NEW! Online 
Shopping Now Available) 
613.233.8441
Prompt in-store & in-home 
service (subject to COVID 
regulations), curbside pick-up 
or FREE delivery                                                                                                               
(Please see ad on pg 15)

ZENITH QUARTZ
Zenith Quartz is focused on 
creating beautiful, timeless quartz 
surfaces with advanced materials. 
Stop by the Nepean showroom 
to browse the massive full slabs, 
or check out the samples at local 
renovation shops across Ottawa 
and Montreal. Several hand-picked 
designs form collections covering 
themes from clean, modern lines, to 
warm natural granite patterns, and 
realistic, timeless Calacatta marbling. 
Some of our favourite designs 
feature translucent veining and 
patterns, allowing the stone to be 
backlit with a warm, ultra-luxe glow.

The countertop is arguably 
the most essential aspect of 
your kitchen, adding value and a 
long-term investment to your home. 
Zenith offers a lifetime warranty on 
their quartz surfaces, which is sure to 
inspire confidence when selecting 
the stone for your dream kitchen. 

If you are selling and looking to 
add some value to your home before 
it switches hands, adding a quartz 
countertop provides ample return 
on investment, and Zenith quartz 
has a range of options well-suited to 
help you get that quick sale. 

Zenith quartz is Greenguard-gold 
certified to be a safe, sustainable 
surface you can feel good about 
having in your home. 

Check out the website to browse 
the new designs or download a 
copy of the latest Zenith catalogue. 
There’s never been a better time 
to invest in your home, and Zenith 
quartz is prepped to bring that 
“wow” factor!
1914 Merivale Rd, Unit 7
(Back of the building), Ottawa 
613.727.8663
www.zenithquartz.ca
(Please see ad on pg 99)

READY TO UPGRADE YOUR 
ROOF?
A designer roof will add a 
distinguished look to your 
home that will stand out in 
your neighbourhood. Metal 
shingles, skylights, new siding 
or eavestroughs will add value 
to your biggest investment. Our 
products come with an industry 
leading 50-year warranty, and 
we stand by our guarantees. 

Our excellence in customer 
service and quality roofing 
systems is what sets us 
apart from our competitors, 
permitting us to be one of 
the top roofing companies in 
the Ottawa area. Remember 
Me Roofing leads with strong 
core values such as training, 
support and recognition of 
our most important asset, our 
employees. Customer focus 
and driven, our goal is to 
build lasting relationships with 
homeowners and business to 
business through exceptional 
customer service, accountability, 
professionalism and above 
industry standards.

As a certified Master Elite 
roofing contractor, our team 
is dedicated to providing only 
top-quality workmanship, 
products and services. To see a 
full list of services our team can 
provide, visit our website now. 
remembermeroofing.com 
Call us today to discuss  
your next project: 
613.854.7663
(Please see ad on pg 12)

CELEBRATE LIFE AT HOME 
WITH OUR HOMES 
OUR HOMES magazine is your 
local home resource guide. 
Readers love our magazine 
because we show and tell you 
about beautiful and unique 
local homes. Plus, we promote 
local homes-related product 
and service providers, and help 
you find professional trades. 
Whatever you need to build, 
renovate or decorate, you will 
find in our much-loved magazine. 

OUR HOMES magazines 
saturate 11 local markets in 
Ontario and connect over five 
million readers annually to our 
advertisers through premium, 
consistent, local content and 
beautiful photography. Our 
readership and distribution 
numbers are audited. Our 
advertisers reach our high-
income demographic through 
targeted distribution in each 
region and throughout Ontario. 

Our website, ourhomes.ca, 
offers even more ideas for every 
homeowner. 

Our readers keep OUR 
HOMES magazines as a 
reference and resource guide. 
A business directory in each 
magazine makes it easy for 
readers to find our advertisers. 
And don’t forget THE LIST 
by OUR HOMES, thelist.
ourhomes.ca, Ontario’s most 
comprehensive online directory 
for all things home. 

Subscribe to our newsletter 
at ourhomes.ca/newsletter   
for gorgeous homes, exclusive 
giveaways, and behind-the-
scenes access.
ourhomes.ca    
(Please see ad on pg 95)
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HOW-TO

Start by cutting the top of 
the sock approximately six-
inches in length or just over 
the heel. 

Next, turn the sock inside 
out, then use the embroidery 
floss and needle to sew the 
bottom of the sock. This 
will be the bottom of the 
pumpkin. Once complete, 
pull the thread tight to cinch 
the bottom and tie a knot.

Turn the sock inside out and 
back to its original side. Pour 
the dried beans into the sock 
to give some weight and stuff 
with polyfill until the pumpkin 
is plump. Tie a knot with the 
floss to close the top and cut 
off any extra fabric.

To create the ridges of the 
pumpkin, thread the floss 
through the needle and 
insert the needle into the 
bottom of the pumpkin. 
Push the needle through to 
the top and wrap the floss 
completely around half of 
the pumpkin, inserting the 
needle back into the bottom. 
Make sure to pull the floss 
tight to create a ridge. 
Continue this step until there 
are six ridges on the pumpkin 
and tie off the thread.

To add some detail to your 
pumpkin, use the felt to cut 
out a rounded triangle shape 
and glue it onto the top 
centre of the pumpkin.

Cut a leaf shape out of the 
felt and glue it to the top. 

Wrap a pipe cleaner around 
a pencil to create a curl and 
glue it onto the pumpkin. 

Glue a small stick to the 
top as your stem and your 
pumpkin is complete! 
Continue to make a few 
more pumpkins to make 
a grouping.

Elevate your space and bring 
that fall feeling inside by 
adding these to a mantel, 
front foyer or on your dining 
room table.  OH

MATERIALS

3 socks

Fabric scissors

Embroidery needle

Embroidery floss 

Dried beans or rice

2 pieces of felt in colours 
complementary to your socks

Pipe cleaners

Pencil

Stick

Glue gun

SOCK
PUMPKINS

The air is crisp, the leaves are changing, fall 
is finally here! Bring a warm, cosy feel into 

your space with this spin on classic fall décor. 
These charming sock pumpkins are so easy 
to make. Find a comfortable spot and start 

creating. Here are the materials and steps to 
make stylish sock pumpkins.

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY ERIN ROCHON
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EVOCATIVE SCENTS 
AND COLOURS
Finally, today’s shoppers want fresh, enticing 
colours and scents each season. For the fall 
and holidays, Terradomi will have earthy and 
cosy aromas like “sandalwood, oud, leather 
and cedarwood, while reintroducing some of 
the classics like pumpkin spice and vanilla 
chai,” says Andreea. Closer to the holidays, 
mulled cider, winterberries, pine, cinnamon 
and clove scents will also be on the menu.

The colour story is rich. Even beeswax, 
which Anna says people tend to associate 
with yellow and white, can be transformed 
via vegetable-based dyes, “I can pretty much 
make every colour of the rainbow.” 

Finally, Jennifer says holiday trends 
are deliciously rich and traditional. After 
surveying Allen Wick’s customers recently, 
she says, “Everyone’s still very much wanting 
‘pumpkin pumpkin pumpkin’.” Beyond a 
rich burnt-orange pumpkin spice candle, 
Jennifer, whose line includes dessert-themed 
candles, will carry cinnamon bread pudding 
and “crisp air and winter berry” scents. 
And she’ll bring back candy cane. “I took 
a break from it last year and people were 
disappointed so I’ll be bringing it back 
this year!”  OH

SUPPORTING 
LOCAL ARTISANS
Hand-in-hand with sustainability, 
another hot candle trend is supporting 
local makers. “Since the beginning of 
COVID, because so many businesses were 
shut down, there has been a push to buy 
local,” says Jennifer, noting Allen Wick 
Candles has seen tremendous growth. “Our 
business has grown a lot – like 30 or 40 per 
cent since COVID.”

Anna, who’s seen a similar rise at The 
Wax Studio, says, “I feel like people want 
to be connected more to how the product 
was made and to buy directly from the 
people who made it.”

Jenn says consumers appreciate products 
made close to home. “Serendipity ticks 
all of these boxes and more. With over 
350-plus scents to choose from we have 
something for everyone.”

CANDLES take
CENTRE STAGE
HOW TO EMBRACE THIS HOT DÉCOR TREND THIS SEASON

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

THE APPEAL IS TIMELESS. AS THE AIR TURNS CRISP AND 
WE HEAD BACK INDOORS, CANDLES ARE PRACTICAL 

MAGIC – ABLE TO FILL ANY ROOM AFFORDABLY AND IN 
A SNAP, WITH COSY HYGGE-STYLE CONTENTMENT. 

Timeless as they may be, candles have also been 
enjoying a moment of incredible popularity – 
marked not only by booming sales, but also a 
period of gorgeous, Instagram-worthy creativity. 

Much of the current buzz stems from COVID. 
Hunkered down, North American consumers 
went on a candle-buying spree that doesn’t show 
any sign of slowing. As the National Candle 
Association noted recently, candles became “a big 
winner during the pandemic.”

 There have been lots of creative twists. 
(Sometimes literally, in the case of the 1970s-style 
twisty taper comeback.) Shoppers are proving 
they simply don’t want the same-old, same-old. 
When it comes to candles, we’ve become choosy 
about ingredients, sourcing and style. 

The net effect, as candle makers step up to meet 
demand, is ever more creative ways to get a candle 
fix. We asked Ontario-based candle makers to take 
us through the hottest trends. Here’s a look:

SUSTAINABLE 
INGREDIENTS
First and foremost, today’s mantra is 
sustainability. For shoppers seeking 
an alternative to traditional paraffin 
wax candles (which are petroleum-
based), there’s now a bounty of 
made-in-Canada options. 

A case in point is Andreea 
Apostol, owner of Toronto-based 
Terradomi Candle Co. Andreea 
says in recent years she’s noticed 
“an increased interest and curiosity 
from our customers towards 
the ingredients of the products 
they use and their impact on the 
environment.” At Terradomi, candles 
contain natural soy wax, 100 per 
cent cotton wicks and phthalate-free 
fragrances. The company also has an 
innovative container refill program 
where customers that return 
containers can either receive a price-
reduced refill or a store credit.

In Collingwood, Serendipity 
Soy Candles is thriving. “We make 
all-natural soy candles because it 
is a much healthier way to enjoy 
candles,” says Serendipity owner 
Jenn Ageeb. “People are buying 
smarter and they want candles that 
burn longer and cleaner and that 
don’t cost a fortune.”

Jennifer Foshay, who founded 
Allen Wick Candles 12 years ago in 
Keene, also embraces natural soy 
wax and cotton wicks and nixes 
phthalates. With natural fragrance, 
she adds, the benefits extend to 
humans. “They’re better for me too, 
because I’m around the fragrance so 
much. And better for my customers.”

Traditional beeswax is another 
increasingly popular alternative to 
paraffin. In Ottawa, Anna Chandler 
Merlo, the young owner (she’s still 
in high school) of The Wax Studio, is 
receiving lovely media mentions for 
her beautiful small-batch modern 
beeswax candles. Anna, who sources 
wax from local apiaries, says it’s 
“one of the most eco-friendly and 
sustainable waxes you can get.”

CREATIVE FORMS
As for form, jar candles continue to rule 
the market. As Jennifer says, “For the 
last five or 10 years, jar candles have been 
the most popular.”

Jar candles aside, the array of options 
is dizzying. At Terradomi, Andreea says, 
“Three-wick candles are becoming very 
popular as a statement piece on the coffee 
table.” There are also lots of trendy shapes 
from rainbow arches, to bubbles, to body 
shapes. She says, “Body-shaped candles, 
particularly female-figured candles are most 
popular and the seductive shapes offer a 
great aesthetic for a bathroom or bedroom.”

With a small-batch producer, the 
creativity is ongoing. At The Wax Studio 
for example, Anna’s ever-changing offerings 
include beeswax birthday candles, twisted 
tapers, morel mushroom-shapes and owls.
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Design Office and Show Room
77 Holland Avenue      (613)721-8195
inquiries@yardsunlimited.com     www.yardsunlimited.com

.I N CL A N D S C A P I N G
U N L I M I T E DY A R D S

EXPAND THE 
ONLINE PRESENCE 
OF YOUR BUSINESS

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR 
DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES

• SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS   • NEWSLETTER ADS   • SPONSORED ARTICLES   • AND MORE

REACH 500,000+ PEOPLE ONLINE

FOLLOW US ON

ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/ 
RENTALS
Lépine Apartments, 17

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Da Artisti Studio & Gallery, 8
WallSizzle, 11
Wallspace Gallery, 67

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME  
TECHNOLOGY
Schneider Electric, 91

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Lapensée Mattresses, 19
Obasan, 4&5

BUILDERS
Cardel Homes, 100
Generation-3, 50&51
Greenmark Builders Inc., 61
Luxart Homes, 29
Patterson Homes, 14
Singhko Inc., 83

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Atmosphère & Bois, 77
House of Fine Carpentry, 83
Laurysen Kitchens, 49
Randall’s, 15, 88
Tailored Living, 75
The Cabinet Connection, 63

COUNTERTOPS
Blackstone Granite, 89, 99
Randall’s, 15, 88
The Stone Fabricator, 2
Urban Quarry, 21

ELECTRICAL
LED Electric Inc., 63
Schneider Electric, 91

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Top Hat Home Comfort Services, 6

FLOORING
Barwood Flooring, 33
DZN Centre, 3, 88

End Of The Roll, 9
Randall’s, 15, 88
Silver Brook Paints, 10

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Bonds Decor, 10
Lincoln Mae Interiors, 67, 89
Mikaza Home – Form Furniture, 27
Modern Komfort, 23
My Home Furniture, 87
Randall’s, 15, 88

HEATING & COOLING
Top Hat Home Comfort Services, 6

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
Schneider Electric, 91

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Generation-3, 50&51
Greenmark Builders Inc., 61
Patterson Homes, 14
Singhko Inc., 83

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Across Ottawa Home Staging  
 & Interiors, 23
CPI Interiors, 41
Lincoln Mae Interiors, 67, 89
Randall’s, 15, 88
Sheridan Interiors, 27

KITCHEN & BATH
CPI Interiors, 41
DZN Centre, 3, 88
Kitchens & Bathrooms First, 47
Laurysen Kitchens, 49
Potvin Kitchen and Bath, 33

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &  
ARCHITECTURE/LANDSCAPING/
LAWN & GARDEN
Candace Mallete Landscape  
 & Garden Design, 49
DZN Centre, 3, 88
Mallette Landscaping Inc., 14
The Avant Gardeners, 41, 88
Yards Unlimited, 95

MOVING & STORAGE
Dymon, 31

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Cardel Homes, 100
Greenmark Builders Inc., 61
Luxart Homes, 29
Patterson Homes, 14

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Tailored Living, 75

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
Mallette Landscaping Inc., 14

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 10
Bonds Decor, 10
Hampton Paints, 10
Randall’s, 15, 88
Sanctuary Paint & Décor, 10
Silver Brook Paints, 10
The Decorators Choice, 10

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS
Mallette Landscaping Inc., 14

ROOFING
Remember Me Roofing Inc., 12, 89

SPECIAL EVENTS
Ottawa Fall Home Show, 97

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Ottawa Valley Handrailing Company  
 Ltd., 73
Urban Stairs & Rails, 77

TILE
Blackstone Granite, 89, 99

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Elegant Decor, 27
Hampton Paints, 10
Krumpers Solar Blinds, 13, 88
Linen and Lining, 61
Randall’s, 15, 88
Silver Brook Paints, 10

WINDOWS & DOORS
Golden Windows, 87
Piramid Manufacturing Ltd., 7

WINE/WINEMAKING/WINERIES/ 
WINE CELLARS
Domaine Perrault Winery, 61

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email beth.charbonneau@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 613.327.1923.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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Materials
Round metal shower 
curtain rings

Raffia

Dried wheat stalks

Hot glue gun

wheat
NAPKIN
RINGS

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY ERIN ROCHON

ELEVATE YOUR DINING EXPERIENCE 
WITH A WHEAT-LOOK NAPKIN RING. 
THIS DIY IS EASY TO MAKE AND WILL 
BRING AN ORGANIC FEEL TO YOUR 

AUTUMN DINNER TABLE. 

How-to
STEP ONE

Start by gluing 
approximately three 
strands of raffia ends 
to the shower curtain 
ring. Once the ends 
are securely attached, 
begin wrapping the 
raffia to completely 
cover the ring. Once it’s 
covered, glue the ends 
to hold them in place. 

STEP TWO

Take three wheat stalks 
and cut one of the 
stalks to approximately 
seven inches in length. 
Cut the remaining two 
stalks to five inches in 
length. Use the raffia 
to either tie the wheat 
stalks together or add a 
drop of glue to secure 
them in place. Add 
three strands of raffia in 
varying heights around 
the stalks to create 
leaves. Use your fingers 
to curl the leaves to 
add more interest.

STEP THREE

Add glue to the napkin 
ring, place the wheat 
stalks vertically and 
hold in place until the 
glue dries. Next, use a 
raffia strand to tie the 
stalks in an X pattern 
to hold it in place. For 
a more finished look, 
wrap the ends of the 
stalks with raffia. Make 
sure the wheat stalks 
are secure, then tie 
off the raffia and glue 
it in place.

Create a set of napkin 
rings for your guests, 
add your favourite 
napkins and enjoy!  OH

WheatNapkinRings.indd   2 2022-08-11   12:09 PM

See HGTV’s Bryan Baeumler

Sept 22-25

Discover the latest home trends and get real home advice from trusted local experts & 
HGTV Canada’s Bryan Baeumler at the Ottawa Fall Home Show, Sept 22-25 at the EY 
Centre. From kitchen and baths to flooring and more, see the latest trends, get expert 
advice and find great deals!

@OttawaHomeShows                          @OttawaHomeShows  #OFHS22

OTTAWAFALLHOMESHOW.COM

PROPERTY OFPRODUCED BY

Sponsors:

Real home advice from 
trusted local experts.

2-FOR-1BUY TICKETS ONLINE
Promo Code: HOMES

 *On Regular  Adul t  Admiss ion Only
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RANGE
of Inspiration

Range hoods are must-have kitchen 
appliances. They expel gases and odours 

from your home, remove excess heat, 
add light to your kitchen and improve 

your property value. We’ve selected some 
of the nicest range hoods in kitchens 

we’ve featured. Get inspired and make a 
statement in your kitchen.

The City of Ottawa Fall 2021 – pg. 76
(Photo: Gordon King)

Southern Georgian Bay Spring 2022 – pg. 56
(Photo: Sandy MacKay)

Windsor & Essex County Spring 2022 – pg. 47
(Photo: Devon Pastorius)

London And Middlesex County
Spring 2022 – pg. 41 (Photo: Jason Hartog)

The Niagara Region Spring 2022 – pg. 36
(Photo: Jason Hartog)

Southern Georgian Bay Spring 2022 – pg. 151
(Photo: Sandy MacKay)

Oakville Burlington Mississauga | Hamilton & Area
Summer 2021 – pg. 41 (Photo: Kelly Horkoff)

Oakville Burlington Mississauga | Hamilton & Area
Spring 2022 – pg. 42 (Photo: Jason Hartog) 

RangeOfInspiration.indd   2 2022-07-13   12:04 PM

PREMIUM 
QUARTZ SURFACES

Calacatta Miranda

Blackstone_F22.indd   1 2022-07-19   10:13 AM
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Feel the warmth large windows bring.

Home is where the Sun Puddles are.
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