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DREAM
OUTSIDE.

AWARD-WINNING LANDSCAPES & PROPERTY CARE

Bring your vision to life at thelandmarkgroup.ca

City life is full of chaos. When it gets to be too much, busy professionals like 
you escape to the beautiful Georgian Bay — a place where you can connect 
with nature and leave all your cares behind. The Landmark Group’s award-
winning designs will transform your landscape into an inspiring and enriching 
place to share with family and friends...and a place where dreams come true.
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Supply  & Ins ta l l  O f  Qua l i ty  In ter io r  Fin ishes  –  V is i t  Webs i te  To  Connect  Wi th  Us 
52 Saunders  Road, Bar r ie   |   Fo l low Us  @Barr ieTr im

FINISHING YOUR HOME SINCE 1985705.739.2200 BARRIETRIM.COM                   

101 Pretty River Parkway, Collingwood
T: 705.446.3456   |   F: 705.446.1922   |   chattersonhomefurniture.com

CUSTOM DESIGN
Choose your Style, Fabric, Leather, Wood Finish

From Canada’s Best Manufacturers  •  Open 7 days  •  18,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom

SATISFY YOUR 
CRAVING FOR  
STYLE.

Owner Tyler Chatterson with  
Tom MacDonald,  

Appliance & Mattress Manager

Chatterson Home Furniture_FSP21.indd   1 2021-04-03   2:44 PM



COLLINGWOOD, ON: 705-445-5520 | THORNBURY, ON: 519-599-2136 
MEAFORD, ON: 519- 538-5755 | CREEMORE, ON: 705.881.9005 
WASAGA BEACH, ON: 705-429-4800 | STAYNER, ON: 705.428.2800
CRAIGLEITH, ON: 705.445.7799

NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT LISTINGS CURRENTLY LISTED FOR SALE

www.locationsnorth.com
Over 4,000sqft of living space, large 
park like waterfront, & direct boat 

access to open waters of Georgian Bay. 
$1,900,000 • MLS® 40185666

163 Sunnidale Road, Wasaga Beach

Riverfront Custom Built

Over 4,700sqft of finished space, 
loaded with luxury features from top to 

bottom, 6 beds and 4 full baths.  
$2,449,990 • MLS® 40157922

LT 2 Dorothy Drive, The Blue Mountains

Welcome To The Peaks

The possibilities are endless.  2 beds, 
2 baths, bungalow on a 66’x132’ treed 

lot in the heart of Stayner.
$625,000 • EXCLUSIVE

241 Oak Street, Stayner

Main Floor Living

Muskoka! A moment in time for you 
to own/operate a successful, natural 

resource based business
$30,000,000 • MLS® 40177547

3841 Muskoka Road 118 W, Port Carling

Unique Business Opportunity!

Approx. 13 acre residential building lot 

backing onto the Saugeen River.  

$497,988 • MLS® 40150281

Pt Lt 69-70 35 SDRD, Grey Highlands

Build Your Dream Home

2-storey family home with full finished 
basement features 3+1 bedrooms, 1.5 
bath & over 1,500 sq ft above grade.

$799,900 • MLS® 40194654

716 Ste Marie Street, Collingwood

Family Home

Unparalleled, One-of-a-kind, 5 Bed, 3.5 
Bath Estate on 24 Acres w/ 2,000 ft 

Beaver River Frontage.  
$4,800,000 • MLS® 40175772

827460 40 Grey Road, The Blue Mountains

The Riverhouse

Brick Bungalow on a large 106’ x 145’ 
with beautiful mature trees and lots of 
space and privacy between neighbours. 

$559,900 • MLS® 40192206

90 Helena Street, Wasaga Beach

West End Of Wasaga

This beautifully updated unit at 
Livingstone Resort has undergone an 

incredible transformation.
$630,000 • MLS® 40192333

131 Escarpment Crescent, Collingwood

Collingwood

This stunning post and beam custom 
home is located on one of the most 

coveted streets in Thornbury.
$2,650,000 • MLS® 40175839

107 Lakeshore Drive, Thornbury

Beautiful Timbers

Premier neighborhood. Minutes from 
downtown Meaford & a few hundred 

meters from Centreville beach.  
 $1,500,000 • MLS® 40190616

121 Scotia Drive, Meaford

Custom Home

DDMP was approved by Wasaga Beach 
Town Council in 2017. Festival Square 

is the King Post to the Master Plan. 
$12,500,000 • MLS® 40172548

10 Main Street, Wasaga Beach

Prime Beachfront Development

Stunning beachfront property, 3 bdrms, 
5PC bath, o/c living, 3 season sun-

room, separate coach house.     
$1,895,000 • MLS® 40188181

150 Santos Lane, Wasaga Beach

Wasaga Beach

Lovingly & meticulously maintained. 5 
Bdrms, 2 Kitchens, 2 Laundry Rms, and 

3 Full Baths.  
$2,490,000 • MLS® 40190232

7265 36/37 Nottawasaga SR, Clearview

Custom Post & Beam Canadian Beauty

4 bed plus bonus room, 2 bath, family 
neighbourhood, wow views and hot tub 

on unique irregular lot.
$1,395,000 • MLS® 40185765

145 Russell Street West, Thornbury 

Mid-Century Modern

Located in west end of Wasaga Beach; 
property boasts over 300 feet of 

frontage near new Casino building site.
$5,995,000 • MLS® 40140250

3267 Mosley Street, Wasaga Beach

Prime Redevelopment Land

4 beds, 3 baths, freehold townhome 
in Stonebridge with a huge double car 

garage. 
$680,000 • MLS® 40194215

13 Wally Drive, Wasaga Beach

Double Car Garage

Open concept 2 bed, 2 bath bungalow.  
Enjoy the private landscaped grounds 

while sitting in the Lanai or deck. 
$449,900 • MLS® 40193476

2 Watson Avenue, Wasaga Beach

Hometown Adult Community

Cozy 2 beds, 1 bath ranch bungalow; 
energy efficient, sound proofing, fire/

wind protection & radiant flooring.
$469,900 • MLS® 40193720

179 Albert Street, Meaford

Affordable Luxury

Approx 100 acres, 80+ acres workable, 
2 residences, 30x36ft workshop, 2 
barns suitable for horses and stalls. 

$2,799,000 • MLS® 40189736

8098 2 Csn Road W, Adjala-Tosorontio

Beautiful Country Side Views

We have too many listings to display on this page
Visit LocationsNorth.com to view more

NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT PROPERTIES CURRENTLY LISTED FOR SALE

Home is...
Getting a Run in on Your Lunch.

FIND YOUR PERFECT MATCH
LocationsNorth.com/Realtors
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HANDLING EVERY DETAIL....
SO YOU CAN ENJOY EVERY MINUTE

Ron Picot*     Barb Picot*     Liz Jilon** 

www.ThePicotTeam.com 
picot@rogers.com  |  705-444-3452 

Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage
*Sales Representative  |  **Executive Assistant

Just because you're
buying or selling real
estate doesn't mean 

you have to put the rest 
of your life on hold.

From their hard
working attitudes and

extensive knowledge in
the industry, The Picot

Team has what it takes to
handle every detail of

your transaction, so you
don't have to.

   
BARRIE • 705.737.4200

34 CEDAR POINTE DR. #507, BARRIE

BARRIE  •  BURLINGTON  •  COLLINGWOOD  •  TORONTO  •  DUNDAS  •  MARKHAMDesign Studio ® Drapery Side Panels & Roman Shades

COLLINGWOOD • 705.445.3681
20 BALSAM ST. #3, COLLINGWOOD



 
    

since 1967

   

The Downsview cabinetry collection is custom crafted in North America and available through select kitchen design showrooms

DOWNSVIEW KITCHENS  2635 Rena Road, Mississauga,ON  Phone (905) 677-9354

Visit our website: www.downsviewkitchens.com

80541_OURHOMES-2021-ADRIA_SJC.qxp_BLEAD05HM.qxd  21-07-30  5:07 PM  Page 1

Building Trust. Creating a Lifestyle.

Tel  416.777.2324       Dir  416.886.2290
4632 Yonge Street,  Suite 202  Toronto,  ON  M2N 5M1

Email

Multi Award Winning 
Company including 
Best Custom Home 

in Canada

Design. Build. Project Management. 

34 years international multi-site project management and operations

In-house Engineers, Architectural Technicians, PMP and P.GSC by Canadian Construction Association

Featured in magazines, TV and newspapers

Fine Custom Homes and Boutique Custom Renovations



Quality products.  
Quality service.
Thornbury - King’s Court Plaza  Highway 26    

519.599.6252      800.347.7724

Orangeville - Mono Plaza, Unit B2 

(633419 Hwy 10, 3km N of Orangeville)

519.941.7208      800.668.2087

Blue Mountains home built by

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION

Cedarport_SKI17.indd   1 16-12-13   10:08 AM

Exceptional
Starts
Here Opening February 1, 2022

Collingwood Kitchen & Bath Design Centre
100 Pretty River Parkway South, Unit 104

Collingwood, ON L9Y 5A4
hello@collingwoodkitchens.com

phone 705-444-0704

www.collingwoodkitchens.com

featuring...Contact our team for the
exemplary products, design
expertise and service that will
exceed your expectations.

CKB_final_SKI22.indd   1 2022-01-03   8:36 AM



Collingwood  Robinson’s Paint & Wallpaper  129 Hurontario St | 705.445.0601 | robinsonspaint.ca

STAYnER  Stayner Home Hardware  7275 Hwy 26 | 705.428.2648 | homehardware.ca/store/16459

THoRnBURY  Birch & Benjamin  15 Bruce St S | 519.599.2337 | birchandbenjamin.com

The best just got better

©2021 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited.  Benjamin Moore, Gennex, Aura, and the Triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited.  All other brands are registered trademarks of their respective owners.

BM_AURA_W21.indd   9 2021-12-13   10:23 AM



N OT H I N G  CO M PA R ES.

Move  
Beyond Your 
Expectations.

62 Cape Chin North Shore Road 
LIONS HEAD | EXCLUSIVE

Modern Masterpiece
Absolutely breathtaking brand-new  
masterpiece! Designer one-of-a-kind waterfront 
permanent home or idyllic retreat, overlooking 
magnificent Georgian Bay.

679 Sandy Bay Road 
TINY

Sandy Bay Haven
42 acres of waterfront retreat, nestled upon the 
pristine shores of Georgian Bay, overlooking 
Christian Island.

50 Concession Road 2 West 
TINY | EXCLUSIVE

Symphony of Nature
Year round waterfront chalet. Active living at its 
finest. Just over 20 private acres with gorgeous 
views of the meandering, navigable Wye River.

E.&O.E: This information is from sources which we deem reliable, but must be verified by prospective 
purchasers and may be subject to change or withdrawal. Sotheby’s International Realty Canada, Brokerage. 
Independently owned and operated. 

office  705.416.1499  
direct 705.888.2877 

Julia Apblett, Broker, Senior Vice President, Sales 
Scott Moynihan, Sales Representative 
Nicole Walton, Sales Representative 

Apblett Group

juliaapblett.com  
apblettgroup@sothebysrealty.ca

YOUR HOME
BUILT YOUR WAY

705.351.1047 
jacustomhomes.ca

JA Custom Homes_F21.indd   1 2021-10-12   7:43 AM



Sleep Better. Feel Better.
TOM ‘THE DREAMER’ MATTRESSES & APPLIANCES 
is a family-owned business conceived to offer Canadians 
a local, quality mattress brand that keeps profits here at 
home instead of buying big name box store brands 
which send most profits back to corporate America.

Our mattresses are manufactured right here in 
Ontario, using MORE Canadian material than any of 
those big name box store brands. PLUS we have 
DOUBLE the warranty than those same brands.

Personal Service. Trusted Brands.

Dream Big. Give Big.
We are paying it forward by donating 
ONE FREE MATTRESS FOR 
EVERY 5 MATTRESSES SOLD.

To kick things off, we will be donating a FREE 
mattress for every 5 mattresses we sell, to the 
local hospital or charity most in need in the 
hometown/area of the purchaser.

Our MISSION is to help everyone in Canada 
get a better night’s sleep, regardless of the 
situation or location.

519.379.8440                   Tom@DreamingTom.com                   DreamingTom.com

Quality. Value. Longevity.
Our focus has always been on quality, value and longevity 
in any product we recommend. Our appliances are no 
exception. Visit www.DreamingTom. com for a list of the 
many quality brands we carry.

TomTheDreamer_SKI22.indd   1 2022-01-18   10:34 AM

S A L E S  .  I N S T A L L A T I O N S  .  S E R V I C E
ChanticoFireplaces.com

Chantico Gallery  
209784 Hwy 26 

Blue Mountains, ON 
705.445.9688

Chantico Countryside
158185 7th Line

Meaford, ON
519.538.4112

Chantico - Stu’s Stove Shoppe

6 Ashfield, Huron Townline                                                                                                                                         
 Kincardine, ON

519.395.0740

Chantico_F21.indd   1 2022-01-12   9:56 AM
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219 Hurontario St., Collingwood

705.481.0854
 marketing@propertyvalet.ca  |  PropertyValet.ca

Full Service Vacation 
Rental Management 
Company

Specializing in property management  for owners of second homes, vacation rentals and investment properties.  
We manage a variety of single-family homes, condos, large chalets & more that are on the luxury-end of Blue Mountain’s real estate market. 

From helping you procure tenants to handling day-to-day maintenance requests, our dedicated & enthusiastic team of over 40 local 
professionals is here to help. Your job as a property owner is to sit back and relax while we take care of everything else!

We are a

Maintaining Your Property  |  Generating Bookings
Taking Care of Guests  |  Taking Care of You

Visit Stayinblue.com to view our 90+ properties.

Property Valet_Ski22.indd   1 2022-01-10   10:25 AM



84 High St, Collingwood, ON   
 705.444.2100   |   georgiandesigncentre.ca 

Georgian Design Centre_SUM17.indd   1 2017-06-27   3:36 PM

S O L I D  W O O D  B E D R O O M S   |   D I N I N G   |   U P H O L S T E R Y   |   L E A T H E R

Regular Deliveries to the Collingwood Area



SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY CANADA, BROKERAGE | 243 HURONTARIO STREET, COLLINGWOOD

Kevin Gilchrist
Broker, Team Lead

Senior Vice President - Sales
705.443.2880

Bonnie MacPherson
Sales Representative

416.587.7901

LEADING THE CHANGE IN SOCIAL MEDIA

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada is now the 

top Instagram account (30,000+ followers) and the 

top YouTube channel (10,000+ subscribers) for residential real 

estate brokerages in Canada. Contact us today to have your home 

featured on Canada’s leading residential real estate YouTube 

channel! 

5 Advantages 
of working 
with Sotheby’s 
International  
Realty Canada

01 BUILDING WEALTH

Our specialized expertise & global marketing platform maximizes the 

value of your home and investment.

02 LUXURY AT EVERY PRICE

Receive the highest caliber of service and marketing, regardless 

of your home’s neighbourhood or price. 75%+ of the homes we 

represent are under  $1 million.

03 UNRIVALLED GLOBAL MARKETING

1 billion+ online impressions annually & access to pre-eminent 

publications, including: sothebysrealty.com, sothebysrealty.ca, Wall 

Street Journal, Bloomberg, Financial Times, Sotheby’s and Sotheby’s 

Preferred magazines.

04 CONNECTIONS WORLDWIDE

Connect to a qualified sales and marketing network spanning across 

1000+ offices in 75+ countries. 

05 LOCAL EXPERTISE

With top agents in 30 offices nationwide, we are Canada’s premier real 

estate company, trusted to represent the country’s premier homes. 

E.&O.E.: This information is from sources which we deem reliable but must be verified by prospective purchasers and may be subject to change or withdrawal. Sotheby’s 
International Realty Canada is Independently Owned And Operated.

Greg Tait
Sales Representative

705.427.2169

Todd Kaufman
Sales Representative

647.230.2068

GilchristGroup@SothebysRealty.ca

Call today to have your recreational property featured at the

b l u e  m o u n t a i n         7 0 5 . 8 8 8 . 7 4 8 0         g i l l i a n c o . c o m

f u l l - s e r v i c e  d e s i g n  f i r m   |   w o r l d  c l a s s   |   c o n c e p t  t o  c o m p l e t i o n

GillianCrone_F20.indd   1 2020-10-13   11:17 AM
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Get more at ourhomes.caonline

THE HOME 
WHERE I RAISED 
MY CHILDREN 
had a wood stove that 
was the main source of 
heat. Every fall, three 
bush cords of wood 
were delivered. It kept 
my little family busy 
for weeks, moving 
the wood from the 
huge pile on the front 
lawn to the rear of the 
house, stacking it and 
then covering it to 
protect it from rain, 
sleet and snow. Every 
night before going to 
bed, we filled the stove 
and put some aside for 
the next day. It was an 
enjoyable routine that 
kept our home warm 
and welcoming.  

Our next home 
had two propane fireplaces that came to life with a flick of a switch. 
The ease brought complacency and when I built my current home I 
decided that maybe having a wood-burning stove or fireplace was 
not something I was too excited to revisit, so I installed a propane 
fireplace instead.

After seeing so many inviting wood-burning features in the homes 
we are lucky to feature in these pages, I am ready to add a wood-
burning unit to my home.

This time the flames will purely be for sight, sound and a welcoming 
element to my living space, not essential heat. The wood will come from 
my property and I won’t need three cords. 

The team at Chantico Fireplace Gallery – featured in one of our 
Spotlights this issue (p.88) – helped me find the right product for my 
home. They patiently answered my many questions and showed me the 
different options and features that are now available.

 Life in your home should make everyone who lives there happy 
and if a small change can further that happiness, it is well worth 
exploring. I know my new fireplace will be a beautiful addition for my 
family to savour.

Enjoy the beauty of our winter wonderland!

Sara Martin, Managing Editor
sara.martin@ourhomes.ca

Follow us        
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

REAL ESTATE EXPERTS | MARKETING SPECIALISTS | TRUSTED ADVISORS

YOUR LOCAL SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY BROKERAGE WITH GLOBAL REACH 

Forest Hill_Skiier_W21.indd   1 2022-01-14   1:53 PM

Classic 12 red roses with a stunning mixture of exotic greens.
Add a bottle of wine and chocolates – we’ll deliver it all! 

Order online today to ensure delivery for February 14th.

She will melt...

F L O W E R S
56 Hurontario Street, Collingwood

705.445.2071  |  1.800.946.7444
CollingwoodFlowers.com

tfinteriors.ca  |  info@tfinteriors.ca  |       @tfinteriors_

Elevated, Functional & Tailored Design

TFI_FSKI22.indd   1 2022-01-14   12:19 PM

26  |  ourhomes   S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2

editor’s note



REACH US EASILY: firstname.lastname@ourhomes.ca

	 REGIONAL PUBLISHERS	 Jamie Jefferson
		  Georgette McCulloch

	 REGIONAL ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER	 Simone Sterio-Risk

	 REGIONAL MANAGING EDITOR	 Sara Martin

	 REGIONAL PRODUCTION MANAGER	 Kelly Donaldson

	 MARKETING & ADVERTISING	 Simone Sterio-Risk, 705.888.1959
		  simone.steriorisk@ourhomes.ca

	 MARKETING & ADVERTISING GREY/BRUCE COUNTIES	 Betty Ann Fawcett, 519.372.6338
		  bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca

OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC:

OUR HOMES is a registered trademark of OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC. 
OUR HOMES SGB is published four times a year (January, April, July and October). 

OUR HOMES is distributed via Canada Post in Southern Georgian Bay and via addressed 
mail to the GTA addresses of those who own recreational property in Southern Georgian 

Bay, yet live primarily in the GTA. OUR HOMES is also available for free pickup throughout 
Collingwood, Blue Mountain, Wasaga Beach, Clearview Township, Thornbury and Meaford. 

OUR HOMES is also distributed at grocery retailers, throughout Blue Mountain Village and at 
the area’s private ski and golf clubs.

Please send all letters and/or feedback to OUR HOMES Magazine,  
25 Elgin St., Collingwood, ON Canada L9Y 3L6. Or email us at editor@ourhomes.ca.  

All letters received are subject to editing for grammar and length.

Advertisements and the content, including photos, of advertisements published within  
OUR HOMES magazine are supplied solely by the advertiser and neither the publisher nor  

OUR HOMES Media Group Inc. accept responsibility for opinions expressed in advertisements or for 
copyright issues with regards to photos, advertising copy and advertisements, nor shall they be held 
liable thereby. By act of reading this publication, all advertisers and readers agree to indemnify and 
hold harmless both OUR HOMES Media Group Inc., and the publisher thereby. Copyright ©2022  

OUR HOMES Media Group Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.

OUR HOMES CAN BE FOUND IN THE FOLLOWING MARKETS:
• Barrie/Orillia/Midland • Grey Bruce • London • Muskoka • Niagara  

• Oakville/Burlington/Mississauga/Hamilton • Ottawa • Peterborough  
• Southern Georgian Bay • Toronto & York Region 

• Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon/Waterloo Region • Windsor

C O N T R I B U T O R S

Larry Arnal, Michelle Berwick, Sheila Britton, Tara Chattell, Heather Dunbar,  
Louis Duncan-He, Nicole Egan, Nigel Eves, Walter Franczyk, Chris Gardiner,  
Kelly Horkoff, Maddie Johnson, Lauren Long, Sandy MacKay, Sara Martin,  

Georgette McCulloch, Jenelle McCulloch, Tamarisk McNalty Stephens,  
Melanie Rekola, Lynne Richardson, Rick Shurman, Sarah Tacoma

E D I T O R I A L

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Georgette McCulloch

ASSOCIATE EDITOR Heather Wright

DIGITAL EDITOR Rachael Havens

MANAGING EDITORS 
Walter Franczyk, Mary Hatt, Rachael Havens, 

Donna Luangmany, Gina Makkar, Sara Martin, 
Melissa North, Gabrielle Tieman-Lee, 
Janet White Bardwell, Heather Wright

A R T

ART DIRECTOR  

Tara Chattell

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTORS

Sheila Britton, Robynne Sangiuliano

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY  

Jason Hartog

P R O D U C T I O N

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Lynn Derrick

PRODUCTION MANAGERS  
Julia Dempsey, Kelly Donaldson,  

Tracy Shuttleworth

O P E R AT I O N S

MANAGING DIRECTOR, SALES & MARKETING 

Jamie Jefferson
jamie.jefferson@ourhomes.ca

MANAGING DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS

Georgette McCulloch

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE &  
DIRECTOR OF DISTRIBUTION Lisa Ormsby

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Kelly Craig

ACCOUNTING Tyler Annette

INVEST IN (life) STYLE
Visit investinstyle.ca to check out our new issue of INVEST IN STYLE magazine and our featured properties.
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OWEN SOUND / TOBERMORY 
519.371.5455      

WIARTON   
519.534.5757

COLLINGWOOD / BARRIE 
705.445.5454

May & June
Tues. - Sat.
9am - 5pm
Sunday
12pm - 4pm

Come & be inspired!

riversidegreenhouses@gmail.com
519.599.3533

riversidegreenhouses.ca

OpeningMay 3rd

Container drop off starting March 1st for summer planters.
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It’s only natural for this home 
to be built with stone. 
Story, page 54. Photography 
by Sandy MacKay.
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tTHIS NEW YEAR BEGINS WITH HOPE and anticipation for 
health and better things to come, and they will!

In the meantime, we must stay busy and keep our spirits up. 
As each new year approaches, my husband Darrin and I start 

planning our “January Home Reno” DIY. There is always something that 
needs attention when you live in a 45-year-old Craftsman-style house. 

The kitchen was our first big renovation. We love it, but we still 
bump into each other while unloading the dishwasher. Next, we 
converted a closet into a main-floor laundry room. We are empty 
nesters, so where does all this laundry come from? The kitchen and 
laundry room are now my two favourite places to be.  

We went back and forth and finally decided that this year we are 
going to tackle our en suite, where the shower grout is crumbling, the 
vanity needs replacing and the floor and backsplash scream 1990. Each 
night after dinner I begin my research on Instagram, Pinterest and my 
fav, tear-outs from past and current issues of OUR HOMES. We’ve 
narrowed down a neutral look that appeals to both of us.

The jackhammer-like noise begins, followed by dump runs with 
cappuccinos to-go and our dog Beans in tow. We’re taking short 
road trips throughout the region, visiting the incredible shops and 
showrooms of our local retailers. We bring home samples and ideas 
to guide our indecisiveness. How do all those home shows make 
it look so easy? 

This Ski Issue is full of inspiration. We take you on beautifully 
photographed tours of four local homes and shops, show you 
products and introduce you to people who can help with your 
latest home project. 

We’ll have a new, on-trend en suite just as our spring issue 
hits the stands.  

Until then, be well and enjoy winter.

Simone Sterio-Risk, Associate Publisher
simone.steriorisk@ourhomes.ca
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Specialized in Manufacturing and Installing
Quartz and Granite countertops.

Celebrating
in the Town of  
Blue Mountains.

20 years

 Certified porcelain slab fabricator.

Calacatta White
by MAXFINE

City Stone_SUM20.indd   1 2022-01-12   10:00 AM

 705.444.6186    info@lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons
Quality Custom Homes Since 1958

www.lpattenandsons.ca

L. Patten & Sons specializes in  
custom-built homes and chalets in and 

around the Georgian Bay area. 
Let 60 years of experience work to 
build you the home of your dreams.
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The principles of Building Biology can be grouped into five 
main topics: 

SITE AND COMMUNITY DESIGN

The site and the placement of the dwelling should be free of 
health hazards (naturally occurring or human-made) and ensure 
occupants are not disturbed by pollution from air, soil, water, noise 
and electrical. The goal is to position dwellings in communities and 
developments that provide ample access to nature, sunshine and 
fresh air for families and individuals of all ages. 

ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATION HEALTH

This is a topic that we’ve heard more and 
more about since the widespread introduction 
of wireless technologies. Many sources of 
electromagnetic radiation (EMR) exist, some 
human-made and others naturally occurring. 

Examples of sources include: electrical service, power lines, 
appliances, cell phone technology, synthetic carpeting, drapery 
and textiles, components in building materials, steel in furnishings 
and currents in the earth. Building Biology attempts to integrate 
strategies to minimize exposure generated from inside or outside a 
building. 

Here are some simple and easy things you can 
do at home to lower exposure: Use a landline and 
minimize cell phone usage; turn off WiFi when not in 
use and keep electrical devices away from your bed. 
Some people put their bedrooms on circuits that can 
easily be turned off at night. 

INDOOR AIR AND WATER QUALITY

A ventilation strategy is especially important in new construction. 
Although airtight homes are prized for their energy efficiency, the 
circulation of fresh air is crucial for a healthy indoor climate. This is 
achieved through the design and placement of windows and doors 
for ample natural ventilation as well as by installing a properly sized 
mechanical ventilation system. 

The Building Biology process also aims to ensure moisture 
content remains low in dwellings. Building Biology strongly 

recommends a historically derived mass-
wall construction method such as earth, 
clay or straw for their natural ability to allow 
the flow of vapour molecules through the 
wall assembly. These natural materials 
have the innate ability to buffer large 
amounts of moisture, and the flow-through 
process is very slow, so accumulation from 
condensation is insignificant and does not 
deteriorate the building envelope. Known 
as “breathable walls,” they can provide 
stable temperature and humidity levels, 

producing a comfortable living environment. The walls themselves, 
finished directly with plaster or with wood over furring strips, provide 
insulation and eliminate the need for many synthetic materials, which 
can reduce exposure to volatile organic compounds (VOCs).

OCCUPANT WELL-BEING 

To improve indoor air quality, consider selecting low-toxin natural 
materials and finishes. Providing stable and welcoming air and 
surfaces can be accomplished through radiant heating methods 
such as passive solar techniques and the use of thermal mass (such 
as stone surrounding a fireplace that holds heat long after the fire 
has burned out). Ergonomics of the human body are also important 
when considering furniture selections, natural light, a colour palette 
inspired by the surrounding natural environment and acoustics to 
mitigate unwanted noise.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The final tenet of Building Biology is the selection of materials and 
construction methods that promote health and well-being from 
the beginning of the process to the end. Care is taken to avoid 
materials that deplete natural resources or permit unsustainable 
harvesting practices along with life cycle costs of materials from an 
environmental and energy perspective. Buildings are designed in an 
energy-efficient manner to minimize energy consumption, provide 
water-saving features and power with renewable energy sources 
when viable.  OH

building
BIOLOGY
Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens 
explores the principles of Building Biology.

The discipline of Building Biology focuses on the relationship between 
the natural and built environments with the goal of creating greater 
harmony between the two. With nature as the guiding principle, 
building biologists integrate a holistic approach to the design, 
build and/or renovation of residential dwellings to provide as little 
disruption to the surrounding environment as possible – while 
creating healthy homes.

OFFICE OU / EVOLVE BUILDERS GROUP INC: 
Contemporary straw bale home

EVOLVE BUILDERS GROUP 
INC / HARVEST HOMES: 
Straw bale home construction
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SnowLET IT

PHOTOGRAPHY 
SARAH TACOMA

1 	 LAGOM 142

Mittens
Swedish folk patterns make these fleece-lined 
wool mittens a treat for the eyes and warm on your 
hands. Their moisture-wicking ability keeps your 
hands dry as well.

172 Mill St., Creemore 
705.520.0142 | lagom142.com

2  	 MAGGIE + DIX

Accent Pillows
Add some comfort to your outdoor seating and 
enjoy some fun in the snow. These wool, hooked 
accent pillows also come in other designs and sizes.

90 Sykes St. N., Meaford 
905.465.5845 | maggieanddix.com

3  	 LOVED YOU MADLY

Wool Blankets
Inside or out, these blankets are a colourful way 
to cocoon your family and friends in warmth,  
especially when stargazing on a cold winter’s night.  

16 Bruce St. N., Unit 1, Thornbury 
226.665.3533

4  	 KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE

Child’s Sleigh
After a sleigh ride, let the little ones enjoy time by 
the fire outside while staying warm and dry. The 
thick, padded cushions help little bottoms over 
the humps and metal on the runners make for 
easy gliding.

206532 Hwy. 26, Meaford 
519.538.2000 | homehardware.ca

5  	 CLERKSON’S HOME STORE

Prosecco Glass Set
Toast a special occasion using these glass flutes 
that come with a matching, mouth-blown serving 
dish and bucket to keep the bubbly cold. Put 
everything on this serving tray to easily move the 
celebration outside. 

85 Hurontario St., Collingwood 
705.445.1988 | clerksons.com

6  	 HAVEN HOME & GIFT

S’more Board
This sweet-treat making, four-piece set includes 
a wooden board to hold the s’more ingredients, 
wood and metal skewers and a mini-concrete 
firepit, which uses isopropyl alcohol to fuel the 
flame. Oh, what fun.

54 Hurontario St., Collingwood 
705.445.0454 | havencollingwood.com

Continued on page 40

Entertaining outside has never been 
easier with our latest stylish finds.
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7 	 BRIGHTS GALLERY

Painting
This 48 by 48-inch acrylic on canvas by 
Canadian artist Maya Eventov titled 
Spectrum Landscape will remind you to 
enjoy the beautiful sunsets after a day on 
the slopes.

190 Jozo Weider Blvd., Unit 5, Blue Mountains 
705.445.4999 | brightsgallery.com

8  	 BESPOKE BY CAROL

Side Table
This side table highlights Fusion Mineral 
Paint’s wintery colour palette. The paint 
is suitable for outdoors, so move this 
table outside by the fire to hold nibbles.

46 Sykes St., Meaford 
519.377.2460 | bespokebycarol.com

9  	 MACDONALD’S  
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Barbecue 
Barbecue like a pro with the Napoleon 
Prestige Grill. With infrared rear and 
side burners, first-rate searing and an 
integrated smoke tray, it’s all you need 
for grilling in all seasons. LED lighted 
knobs are a great addition for night-
time cooking.

206518 Hwy. 26 E., Meaford 
519.538.1620 | macdonaldsfurniture.com  OH

7

8

9

E&O.E: This information is from sources which we deem reliable, but must be verified by 

prospective Purchasers and may be subject to change or withdrawal.  Sotheby’s International 

Realty Canada, Brokerage. Independently Owned and Operated. Not intended to solicit 

properties currently listed for sale. *Sales Representative **Broker

It takes extraordinary sales associates to maintain our 
brand vision of artfully uniting

 extraordinary homes with extraordinary lives. 

1 3 4  S N OWB R I D G E  WAY, 
T H E  B L U E  M O U N TA I N S

M L S  4 0 1 9 7 8 7 2  |  $ 3 , 9 9 5 , 0 0 0

Exquisitely Designed, Views of the Ski Hills & Golf Course

This unique home was architecturally designed and boasts 8 
bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, and 6 Fireplaces! 

The Main Floor Master has views to the ski hills, along with 2 
additional family suites on the 2nd floor. 

Enjoy all the area has to offer with this one of a kind home 
conveniently located at Blue Mountain Resort. 

Please call for an exclusive showing!

16 Bruce St. N. Unit 1
Harbour Mews, Thornbury

Classic to quirky!great consignment

LOVED_vert_W21.indd   1 2021-11-17   3:15 PM
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INGREDIENTS 
Makes 1 Mug of 
Hot Chocolate

2 cups milk (dairy 
or non-dairy)

½ cup white 
chocolate, chopped 

1 Tbsp matcha 

1 Tbsp hot water

Whipped cream 
or marshmallows 
to garnish

INSTRUCTIONS 

In a pot, heat 
milk and white 
chocolate, stirring 
just until white 
chocolate melts into 
simmering milk.

Sift matcha into a 
small bowl through 
a fine mesh strainer. 
Using a matcha 
whisk, beat matcha 
and a tablespoon 
of hot water until 
matcha is dissolved.

Stir matcha 
into hot white 
chocolate mixture 
until combined.

Pour into mug 
and garnish with 
whipped cream or 
marshmallows.  OH

   Matcha
HOT CHOCOLATE

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This warm winter drink pairs white chocolate with the delicate 
taste of matcha tea. It is the perfect winter pick-me-up!

MatchaHotChocolate.indd   All Pages 2022-01-14   3:00 PM

www.lskc.ca  
FROM CITY TO COT TAGE

CABINETRY 
COUNTERTOPS 

FIXTURES
TILE

OFFERING TURN-KEY KITCHEN + BATH RENOVATIONS
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current
MOOD 
It’s time to liven up our living spaces after two rather 
tumultuous years. The major paint companies have selected 
their colours of the year for 2022, most picking grey-green 
as the colour to splash on your walls or inspire your new 
look. We’re rolling out the top picks to help with your next 
decorating adventure. 

BeautiTone is sending a message 
with Warm Hugs. This Canadian 
brand says the vibrant red-pink-
orange is the comfort we’ve been 
missing. It offers hope and solace 
in one exquisite hue.

Benjamin Moore selected October Mist, a 
pleasing silver-green that evokes the green stem 
of a flower. They say it creates a canvas for other 
colours to blossom and encourages creativity. 
Try it with Hint of Violet or Wildflower, both new 
from Benjamin Moore’s  Colour Trends Palette. 

PPG selected Olive Sprig, 
a soft organic shade of 
green reminiscent of a 
soothing aloe vera plant 
or velvety sage leaves. It’s 
a green-grey chosen to 
represent regrowth and 
the resiliency of nature as 
we adapt to new ways of 
living post-pandemic.

CurrentMood.indd   2 2022-01-11   12:54 PM
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Based in whole or in part on MLS® System data owned by the Association covering Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2021

REAL ESTATE MARKET SNAPSHOT – 2021 IN REVIEW
O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

www.janeandlorraine.ca

Jane Moysey
Broker

(705) 888-1982 
jane@janemoysey.com

Lorraine McDonald 
Sales Representative

(705) 444-4216 
lorrainemcdonald@rogers.com

Our focus for this snapshot, as usual, will be the three key trading 
areas and home types with which we have the most expertise: sales 
of residential condominiums and detached homes in The Blue Mts., 
Collingwood and Clearview. 

Overall, 2021 was a very strong year, with The Blue Mts., 
Collingwood and Clearview enjoying record volume sales of 
$510,216,268, $487,097,378 and $264,882,516 respectively. That’s 
up 17%, 30% and 46% from 2020’s previous highs. Those gains 
were largely due to rising prices owing to relatively strong demand: 
Collingwood had a 79% sales-to-listings ratio and an average sale 
time 20 days; Clearview had a 74% ratio and averaged 23 days-on-
market; and The Blue Mts. had a 73% ratio and averaged 25 days on 
market. Additionally, Collingwood had only one month of inventory 
for every month but January, while The Blue Mts. and Clearview both 
averaged about seven weeks for the year. It will be interesting to see 
whether that demand carries forward into 2022.

HIGHS, LOWS & SPECIFICS 

THE BLUE MOUNTAINS:
Fewer sales overall, shorter sale times - both detached home and
condo sales up very nicely.
• The high sale was a 7,780 SF home in Craigleith for $4,850,000.
• The low sale was a 1 bdrm, 1 bath, 466 SF condo on Jozo Weider 

Blvd. for $185,000.
• 187 condo sales (up 34% from 2020’s 140); avg of 32 DOM (Days 

On Market), down 14 days from 2020; avg sale-to-list price ratio 
of 99.2%, up from 98.3; avg sale price of $553,160, up 26% from 
$437,751.

• 263 single-family home sales (down 18% from 2020’s 319); avg 
DOM of 23, down 31 days; avg sale-to-list-price ratio of 100%, up 
from 98.3%; and an avg sale price of $1,546,674, up 32% from 
$1,174,436.

COLLINGWOOD:
More sales overall, shorter sale times, both detached home and condo
values up very nicely.
• The high sale was a 4,287 SF waterfront home for $3,200,000.
• The low sale was a 1 bdrm, 1 bath, 481 SF condo on Eighth St. for 

$249,900.
• 192 condo sales (up 34% from 2020’s 143); avg of 28 (DOM), 

down 4 days from 2020; avg sale-to-list- price ratio of 100%, up 
from 99%; avg sale price of $588,002, up 17% from $502,511.

• 383 single-family home sales (down 3% from 2020’s 402); avg 
DOM of 16, down 23 days; avg sale-to-list-price ratio of 101%, 
up from 98.7%; and an avg sale price of $977,026, up 29% from 
$756,422.

CLEARVIEW:
More sales, shorter sale times, detached home values up very nicely,
no condo sales.
• The high sale was a 10,418 SF home in Creemore for $6,040,000.
• The low sale was a 1 bdrm, 1 bath, 466 SF home on Elm St. in 

Stayner for $210,000.
• 278 single-family home sales (up 15% from 2020’s 242); avg of 

23 DOM, down 36 days from 2020; avg sale-to-list-price ratio of 
100%, up from 98.7%; and an avg sale price of $952,815, up 27% 
from $749,829.

For a detailed analysis of the property you wish to sell or buy, please
contact us at your convenience. We are here to help you make an
informed decision and to SAVE YOU TIME!

RLLN_Lor&Jane_SKI22.indd   1 2022-01-10   9:45 AM
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Who can say no to Guacamole, Glidden’s 
Colour of The Year? Glidden says everyone’s 
favourite dip will look great on any wall or 
accent piece. It’s a spirited yet soothing hue.

Breezeway is Behr’s pick. It’s “where the sea 
meets the sky” – a relaxed and uplifting sea-glass 
green. Behr says Breezeway naturally harmonizes 
with shades of white, grey and natural wood 
tones for effortless style in any room.

Valspar couldn’t 
pick just one 
colour. Their 
Colours of The 
Year include 12 
trend-worthy 
and forward-
thinking natural 
shades that 
evoke warmth, 
calm and 
comfort. We 
like Blanched 
Thyme, Sunset 
Curtains and 
Subtle Peach.

Sherwin Williams has unveiled 
Evergreen Fog, calling it a 
versatile and calming hue – a 
chameleon colour of gorgeous 
green-meets-grey, with just a 
bit of blue. They recommend 
it for spaces that crave a subtle 
yet stunning statement shade. 

CurrentMood.indd   3 2022-01-11   12:54 PM

Custom Built Homes By Dave & CHristine Harrington 
705.446.7072  •  www.absolutecraftsmen.ca

The Heartwood Companies...so many possibilities.

DESIGN  |  BUILD  |  LIGHTING

519.377.9991
heartwoodlandscapes.ca

A Proud Member of  

HEARTWOOD_F19.indd   1 2019-10-07   12:15 PM
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Dogs
Dogs are probably the most 
common pets in homes, 
because really, what’s not to 
love? What other member 
of your family will greet you 
with the same level of vigour 
and excitement after simply 
checking the mail? However, 
from a design perspective, 
dogs come with plenty of 
challenges. Consider paw 
prints, drool, general stains, 
shedding of hair and furniture 
chewing. When selecting 
fabrics with a dog in mind, 
focus on performance, 
colour and pattern to visually 
camouflage as much as 
you can. Consider using a 
medium-to-darker-toned fabric 
(greys, earth tones or navy), 
a print or a subtle heathered 
texturing as these have natural 
camouflaging properties for 
your heavy-use pieces. 

Homeowners face the challenge of 
finding ways to live in a space they 
want with the realities they face. 
Yes, most of the beautiful homes we see online 
and in magazines are art-directed and styled. 
They’re meant to be aspirational, but the realities 
of day-to-day living are not always captured – 
makeshift work-from-home stations, designing 
for toddlers, teenagers and of course, living with 
pets. Good design always stems from function. A 
home’s design direction needs to be sustainable 
and stand up to how it’s used. When designing 
a home with pets, work with their needs, not 
against them. Here are some tips and tactics 
to keep your space looking its best while still 
housing your favourite friends.

Pet-Friendly
BY DESIGN

STORY LOUIS DUNCAN-HE   |   PHOTOGRAPHY HEATHER DUNBAR

Louis Duncan-He, founder and principal 
of Louis Duncan-He Designs, is an 
award-winning Canadian designer.

Pet-FriendlyByDesign.indd   2 2021-08-13   8:53 PM

Continued on page 50

SEE MORE @ WWW.MAZENGA.COM
@MAZENGABUILT

PORT CARLING: 705-765-5000
TORONTO: 416-483-4105

COLLINGWOOD: 705-888-7394
www.mazenga.com

Mazenga_great_SKI21.indd   1 2022-01-07   8:59 AM

728380 21st Sideroad, RR#2, Clarksburg ON N0H 1J0 
office@bluemountainvet.ca

www.bluemountainvet.ca

Colder temperatures and more 
treats can affect your pet’s weight 

this season. 

WINTER IS HERE!
NEED HELP MANAGING YOUR 

PET’S WEIGHT?
Because We 
CARE

(519) 599-7777

Book your appointment today 
to talk to us about your pet’s 
nutrition and the right diet to 

keep them healthy and fit!

Blue Mountain Ad_Winter 2022.indd   1 2022-01-13   3:51 PM
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A VISION OF

BEAUTY

immerspa.com/homes

Treat yourself to the lifestyle you deserve with your own 
slice of paradise! Immerspa traditional and modern spas are the 
perfect choice for homeowners who want to make their backyard 
an everyday getaway. Made of 5/16-3/8 inch thick fiberglass, 
Immerspa spas are easy to install and maintain, and are built  
to last.

Did you know we have 15 models to choose from? Our team will 
help you select the perfect model for your lifestyle and connect you 

with a local installer to complete the easy installation process!

844-663-7772  |  info@immerspa.com

Birds, Lizards and Fish
For other pets like birds, lizards, fish or any type of creature that requires a 
cage or tank, don’t try to work around them, work with them. Treat this as an 
opportunity to get creative and design with intent and purpose. A client’s 
daughter wanted her songbird in the living room next to the piano, so we 
looked for a beautiful antique cage and painted it white to match the overall 
tone of the space. Having it hung with a custom chain next to the grand 
piano created a beautiful vignette. Fish tanks or aquariums can be beautiful 
as well, especially when integrated into millwork. If you are able to customize 
in any way, it’s well worth the money.

When it comes to designing any space, it’s easier to go with the flow and 
embrace the challenges, using them as a gateway to spark innovation and 
creativity. This is especially true when designing a home with pets. You can 
have a beautiful home with pets, it just takes a little planning, strategizing 
and thoughtful material selection. Pets are an integral part of our families 
because they often add the most important ingredient to designing a truly 
welcoming home – love.  OH

Cats
Compared to dogs, cats don’t usually make 
as much of an obvious mess, as they tend 
to be a little more agile and are more likely 
to be inside. But what they lack in brute 
strength and chaos, they more than make 
up for in the sheer carnage they can cause 
by tearing into your furniture with their 
claws. When designing for cats, focus on the 
texture and weave of the fabric as opposed 
to the hue (granted, darker colours tend to 
hide stains better). Cats love any type of 
fabric they can literally sink their claws into. 
Broader weaves, rattan or macrame are not 
your friends. Instead, opt for tighter and 
more condensed fabrics like velvet, suede, 
microfiber or other synthetics like acrylic, 
polyester or nylon. They will be harder to 
scratch without ample grip. Keep your cats 
away from the furniture by having a spray 
bottle handy – this will help to teach them 
their limits.

Pet-FriendlyByDesign.indd   3 2021-08-13   8:53 PM
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RECREATE THIS LOOK 
IN YOUR OWN HOME.

bespoke
BATHROOM

1

2

3

4

5
6

7 8
9

1. GENERATION LIGHTING: Southold Medium Lantern in Burnished 
Brass  2. OLYMPIA TILE: White Marble/Grey Diamond Tile  
3. OLYMPIA TILE: Calacatta Manhattan Tile  4. VICTORIA + ALBERT: 
Tombolo 10 Bathtub Rack in Oak  5. BOUCLAIR: Artificial Floor Plant in 
Wooden Pot  6. ELK HOME: Natural Teak Slab Bar Table  7. VICTORIA 
+ ALBERT: Toulouse 1500 Freestanding Soaking Bathtub in Gloss 
White  8. ROHL: Eclissi Single Hole Floor Mount Tub Filler in Matte 
Black  9. BERNHARDT: Silhouette 307-549  Side Chair  OH

BespokeBathroom.indd   2 2022-01-06   1:59 PM

Eva Dalton
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Direct: 416-399-6721
eva@evadalton.com

follow me @evad2008

Jennifer O’Brien
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Direct: 416-726-3323
jenniferobrien@chestnutpark.com

follow me @jenniferobrienrealestate

It’s About You!

Hello Neighbour! 

We are fortunate to live and work in our neighbourhood and 
are well acquainted with the many desirable aspects of our 
beautiful community. If you are considering selling, buying or 
investing we have a network of clients. We appreciate your 
consideration and would be honoured to demonstrate our 
capability and commitment. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE  |  CHESTNUTPARK.COM

This is not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract with a broker.
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SStorybook
STYLE STORY 

MADDIE JOHNSON

PHOTOGRAPHY 
SANDY MACKAY

Step into Steve and Sarah 
Wall’s Ravenna home 
and you’re immediately 
transported through time.

Steve is the owner of Steve’s Masonry, a team 
of master stonemasons known for their custom 
and intricate work. His home is no exception. 
The interior walls of the newly built house are 
covered in natural stone from floor to ceiling, 
giving the home an old English feel straight out of 
the 16th century.

To Steve, stonework is art and his clients’ 
homes are his canvas. Recently, he was able to turn 
his own house into a masterpiece. Steve and Sarah 
purchased the nine-acre property six years ago 
and built their house, together with son Tristin, 
from the ground up.

“This is something I always wanted to do 
but never got the chance until we bought this 
property,” says Steve. Continued on page 56

Moss-covered boulders were strategically placed around a flagstone 
patio installed by Zeng Landscaping. ShanRidge Construction 
Inc. framed the building, installed the roof and metal siding. Dale 
Ottewell Construction & Logging Ltd. completed the excavation 
and driveway. OPPOSITE, TOP: A stone feature at the road 
entrance is a testimonial to Steve and Tristin’s skill 
and artistic vision. Steve and Tristin built every 
drystone wall on the property. BOTTOM: The 
farm fields and tree rows that surround the 
home yielded the raw material used in the 
crafting of the stone features.

Steve Wall, owner 
of Steve’s Masonry

ourhomes   S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2   |  5554  |  ourhomes   S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2

feature



Unobtrusive from the outside, the 
blue, barn-like building sits at the end of 
a long driveway hidden by trees.  “Right 
from day one, the long meandering 
driveway was the source of many 
aspects of our inspiration,” says Steve.  
“We felt it told a story.”

Stone has long been a popular 
element in home design, valued 
throughout history for its durability 
and visual appeal. Widely used for 
exteriors, Steve loves clients who 
want to turn back time and use stone 

throughout the inside as well.
Much of Steve’s inspiration comes 

from the Cotswold region in England, 
where Cotswold houses are known for 
their simple use of stone inside and out, 
which, when done properly, creates a 
cosy atmosphere.

“Over the years I have suggested 
using stone on the interior of many of 
our projects,” he says. “However, I was 
often met with feedback that it would 
create a cold atmosphere, but nothing 
could be further from the truth.”

The 10-foot dining table 
was crafted using wood 
rescued from another job 
site. Northern Concrete 
Refinement and Polishing 
finished the concrete 
floor. In-floor heat and 
plumbing by Shuttleworth 
Contracting. OPPOSITE, 
TOP LEFT: Steve’s Tilly hat 
has been on every project 
for the past 20 years. Steve 
says that when the hat wears 
out, it will be time to stop. 
MIDDLE LEFT: Niches are 
a unique design detail that 
the family uses for candles. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Martini the 
family cat relaxes in front of 
the fireplace. RIGHT: The 
Rumford fireplace’s shallow 
sides reflect heat into a room 
and the streamlined throat 
draws smoke up the chimney 
with minimal heat loss. It is 
a design that Steve enjoys 
building and stands behind 
for its superior performance.

Continued on page 59
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The stone inside Steve and Sarah’s home makes it 
warm and inviting.

“I hope I am having an influence on the mentality 
that stone isn’t for inside as I welcome many architects, 
designers and clients through our home,” says Steve.

Light radiates through the 1,000 sq. ft. great room 
that includes the kitchen, living and dining rooms. 
The warmth emanating from the large 42-inch 
masonry Rumford fireplace centring the front wall is a 
metaphor for the atmosphere Steve, Sarah and their son 
set out to create.

Every aspect of the interior has been hand-built 
or sourced from local suppliers, including the pantry, 
which Sarah and her father built with ash from the 
trees on the farm her father grew up on. The kitchen 
showcases a 1,500-pound stone island sourced from 
Owen Sound Ledgerock, open upper shelves and 
a 10-foot dining table made of wood Steve rescued at 
a job site. Old timber from the existing hunting cabin 
on the property was also salvaged and used as lintels 
over the windows and painters’ drop cloths have been 
crafted into curtains.

“TO ME, THIS IS THE BEST WAY 
TO LIVE – SURROUNDED BY 
NATURAL ELEMENTS.” – Steve Wall

LEFT: The stone’s 
textural detail can be 
enjoyed while washing 
dishes or prepping 
eggs for breakfast. 
The open shelving 
displays mugs, plates 
and mason jars filled 
with grains and flours. 
RIGHT: The pantry 
shelving was made of 
wood from the farm 
that Sarah’s father 
grew up on. Steve’s 
father John Wall and 
Steve’s friend Troy 
Bender helped with 
the interior painting. 

The large island, covered in 
polished Algonquin Limestone 
with a waterfall edge on both 
sides, anchors the kitchen. The 
rock-face counter-edge profile 
replicates the rustic elements 
of the stone walls. Electrical 
for the home was completed 
by Mullens Electric Co. Continued on page 60

This doorway leads to the laundry, powder 
room, pantry and an entrance to the garage. 
Steve’s attention to detail is highlighted in 
the stonework on the top of the frame.
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“To me, this is the best way to live – surrounded by natural 
elements,” says Steve.

Natural elements continue upstairs where scorched-wood 
doorways and stone accent walls give the three bedroom, three-and-a-
half bath home a cosy, homestead feel.

The other half of the building is a combination of workshop, gym 
and man-cave living space, with more stonework and reclaimed 
wood throughout.

“The thought that kept recurring all the way through was that we 
didn’t want anything treated – just raw materials, with nothing on 
it,” says Steve.

Outside, the drystone walls crafted by Steve and Tristin were built 
from stone found in the fence rows left by farmers decades ago. Steve 
also utilized stone found on the property on the walls inside.

“When people come in, they often don’t notice things like the light 
fixtures or furniture right away, which is a nice compliment because 
this style of house does not need to be dressed up with extras,” says 
Steve. “It’s the house itself and the emotions this space evokes that 
draw people in. When people visit they immediately feel at ease, they 
feel like they have come home “

RIGHT: Justglass 
installed the shower 
enclosure in the 
primary en suite 
on the upper level. 
The scorched 
finish on the door 
adds instant age. 
Tile was sourced 
and installed by 
BCK Custom Tile. 
OPPOSITE, TOP 
LEFT: The thin 
profile of the rebar 
spindles on the 
staircase and the 
open stair treads 
allows the stone 
walls to shine. TOP 
RIGHT: Tristin’s 
bedroom upstairs 
displays his guitars. 
The stone on the 
upper-level walls 
was halved through 
its circumference to 
reduce the weight. 
New-Line Insulation 
Ltd. sprayed foam 
in the walls and 
attic. BOTTOM: 
Steve constructed a 
vanity in the powder 
room on the main 
level from reclaimed 
wood. The black 
vessel sink stands 
out against 
the rich colour 
of the vanity’s 
wood counter. 

Continued on page 62
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Sarah agrees. “That’s what everybody seems 
to comment on, that it feels like home, like 
somewhere they have been long ago.”

For anyone who is after an old-world style of 
home, Steve says he would consider taking on 
the entire build. “The key to achieving the truly 
authentic period-piece home is taking it all the 
way when it comes to the design,” he says. “Too 
often I have seen this style fail because it didn’t 
get carried through to the end.”

“THAT’S WHAT 
EVERYBODY 
SEEMS TO 
COMMENT ON, 
THAT IT FEELS 
LIKE HOME, LIKE 
SOMEWHERE 
THEY HAVE BEEN 
LONG AGO.”
– Sarah Wall

LEFT: The comforting, natural feeling that the home 
evokes continues in the primary bedroom. Windows for 
the project were sourced from KV Custom Windows & 
Doors. Flooring was installed by RW Décor. BELOW: 
The white hexagon tile floor in the family bathroom is a 
crisp contrast to the stone wall. Drywall was installed by 
Scott Shear’s Drywall.

Continued on page 64

We’re passionate about better living.

Macdonalds_W21.indd   1 2021-10-26   5:24 PM
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Steve says he’s seen a 
shift in interest in South 
Georgian Bay as more people 
are charmed and enchanted 
by the beauty of the homes 
from centuries gone by and 
he’s happy to start building 
these homes for clients.

“Our design plan was 
to allow the natural beauty 
of the various elements to 
speak for themselves,” he 
says. “It all has a story.“

Sarah loves her perfectly 
imperfect home. “We 
wanted a look that could 
accommodate knicks and 
bruises,” she says. “It’s a less 
stressful way to live.”  OH

ABOVE: Steve, Sarah 
and Tristin stand on the 
stairs in the garage that 
lead to a sitting area 
where they watch movies 
and sports. RIGHT: The 
CrossFit gym was a 
necessity. It keeps Steve 
and Tristin in shape 
for the physical and  
demanding nature of 
their craft. Tristin enjoys 
his daily workout.

The Echelon Experience:
Live Studio fitness from the Comfort of Home

519-215-1246

TREADMILLS • ELLIPTICALS • BIKES • ROWERS • STRENGTH 

Sales Agent for

Cheryl@MitchFitsales.ca

Custom 
Home Gyms 

Consult  
Design  
Deliver

Premium 
Fitness 
Equipment

30 years fitness industry experience

www.mitchfitsales.ca

The warmest mitts 
you will ever have

cozy fires begin with
cozy fires begin with
cozy fires begin with   

our fire startersour fire startersour fire starters   
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Faux fur equals warm 
vibes throughout your 
home, from cosy throws 
to comfy benches in an 
array of calm hues.

GO FAUX

SIMONS: Luxurious Faux Fur Chair Cushion in Ivory White POTTERY BARN: Faux Fur Throws

POTTERY BARN: Faux Real Fur Bean Bag BRUNELLI: Grizzly Faux Fur Pouffe

SURYA: Shepherd Pillow
BOUCLAIR: Cloud Faux Fur Rug

BOUCLAIR: Faux Fur Stool

BOUCLAIR: Faux Fur Basket UNIVERSAL: Modern Bench

UNIVERSAL: Instyle Chair

GoFaux.indd   2 2021-10-14   12:00 PM

Continued on page 68
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POTTERY BARN: Faux Real
Fur Sphere Pillow in Ivory

POTTERY BARN: 3-in-1 Pet 
Bed – White Sherpa Faux Fur

BOUCLAIR: Silver Fox Faux 
Fur Decorative Lumbar Pillow

SURYA: Kandi Pillow

SURYA: Valora Pillow

SURYA: Owl Pillow

BRUNELLI: Grizzly Faux Fur Cushion

BRUNELLI: Bunny Faux Fur 
European Pillow Sham

POTTERY BARN: Faux Shearling Robes

SIMONS: White Faux Fur Bath Mat

PHILLIPS COLLECTION: 
Frozen Zebra Brass Arm Chair

WORLDS AWAY: 
Emmett Monw Counter Stool

SIMONS: Plush Crisscross Slide Slippers in Tan

SIMONS: Faux Fur Sleep Mask in Black

GoFaux.indd   3 2021-10-14   12:00 PM

Harmonize your lifestyle.

modernhbt@gmail.com  |  705-443-1693  

hbtMODERN_SKI21.indd   1 2021-01-08   12:18 PM
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mMark and Marjorie Fisher experience this awe-inspiring panorama and sense 
of relaxation every winter morning in their home. After spending several 
summers at their condo in Collingwood, the Fishers decided to retire from city 
living and build their forever home in Southern Georgian Bay.

They went for drives searching for inspiration – checking out local 
properties and residential architecture. When they saw a “Scandinavian 
Home” sign and called the number, they reached Modern Homes by Timo 
(Modern HBT) and Timo Hotari invited them to tour his own home.

Modern HBT is a family-run business with Scandinavian roots that define 
their unique design style and approach to home building.

One with
NATURE

STORY LAUREN LONG 
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Waking up on a winter morning never 
felt so peaceful. Looking out of the 
bedroom window, the sun rises over 
the escarpment, illuminating the 
pristine blanket of snow covering 
the slopes of Georgian Peaks Club. 
Frosted pine trees signal the chill 
outside, yet inside, the house remains 
warm and cosy. 

TOP LEFT: The exterior’s clean lines are in sharp contrast to 
the soaring and inspiring interior. The cedar siding is painted 
Benjamin Moore Wrought Iron. The garage door was sourced 
from Cedarport Window & Door Centre Inc. OPPOSITE: Mark 
and Marjorie take time to enjoy the view. Complete Cooling & 
Heating installed the in-floor heat and forced air furnace.

The fireplace from The Fyre Place & Patio Shop is a focal point of the great room. The television 
can display inspirational vistas, but none that comes close to matching the view of the Georgian 
Peaks Club through the large windows that fill the south wall of the home. 

Timo Hotari of 
Modern Homes by Timo

Continued on page 75
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Marjorie nurtures the plants 
throughout the home. The 
Douglas fir beams and white 
cedar ceiling complement the 
butterscotch leather sofas. 
Aeon Kitchens & Design 
worked with Marjorie to 
create her customized kitchen.

“TRADITIONAL SCANDINAVIAN HOMES 
INCORPORATE WOOD AND ORGANIC 
FINISHES AND UTILIZE WINDOWS FOR 
NATURAL LIGHTING.” – Timo Hotari
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“Traditional Scandinavian homes incorporate wood and 
organic finishes and utilize windows for natural lighting,” 
explains Timo. “This style of home works well in Southern 
Georgian Bay as they are very efficient and designed 
beautifully to handle harsh winter environments.” 

Marjorie and Mark fell in love with the contemporary 
Scandinavian architecture and characteristics of Timo’s 
house. Also, working with Modern HBT allowed them to 
be involved from design through to completion. 

“Having spent many hours designing the home and 
drawing every aspect of it, I love the familiarity of each 
part; I know the reasons behind why everything is where 
it is,” says Mark proudly. “The house is a living, breathing 
element of my daily life.”

With the desire to live near the water, Timo advised 
which locations would work with the specific architecture 
of the house the Fishers had in mind. They chose a spot 
situated by the Niagara Escarpment, with views of 
Georgian Peaks Club and within walking distance to 

Georgian Bay. A structural engineer 
reviewed the roof plans to make sure 
heavy snowfalls wouldn’t be an issue. 

The land was cleared in August 
2019 and construction started the 
following October. After months 
working directly with Timo, choosing 
furnishings and fixtures during the 
pandemic and finessing the interior 
design, Marjorie and Mark moved into 
their home in December 2020.

The interior walls are painted 
Benjamin Moore Chantilly 
Lace with decorating accents in 
caramel with walnut furnishings, 
creating a dramatic contrast to the 
Wrought-Iron coloured cedar siding 
on the exterior.

Cathedral ceilings made from 
Douglas fir and Ontario white cedar 

are a defining feature of the open-
concept main room comprising 
the family room, dining area and 
kitchen. During cooler months, the 
Regency Horizon HZ54 fireplace 
from The Fyre Place & Patio 
Shop is a high-efficiency source 
of heat and a stunning focal point 
for the living room, with reflective 
panels and black crystal increasing 
its visual impact.

Working with Aeon Kitchens 
& Design, Marjorie was able to 
customize her kitchen with walnut 
cabinetry and stunning Cambria 
Annicca white granite countertops. 
The cupboards and drawers have no 
handles or decorative panels, giving a 
contemporary streamlined look that 
also makes cleaning easier.

The polished concrete floors reflect sunlight from the windows. 
The live-edge river dining table’s organic shape is another nod to 
the natural elements in the home. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: The pot 
filler is a convenient addition to the kitchen. The backsplash is a slab 
of white quartz, which matches the perimeter counters. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Squash and winter greens for a hearty winter soup sit by the 
Blanco sink. Walnut custom cabinetry surrounds the side-by-side 
refrigerator. RIGHT: Bentwood bar stools offer stylish seating at the 
walnut island. The island is topped with Cambria Annicca granite. 

I LOVE THE FAMILIARITY OF EACH PART; 
I KNOW THE REASONS BEHIND WHY 
EVERYTHING IS WHERE IT IS. THE HOUSE 
IS A LIVING, BREATHING ELEMENT OF MY 
DAILY LIFE.” – Mark Fisher

Continued on page 76
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“We love how we were able to be our own designers 
and change any non-structural aspect of the home as we 
went,” adds Marjorie.

During construction, Marjorie asked Timo about 
creative ways to use the large wall space outside the 
guest bedroom on the ground floor. The result is a unique 
facility for guests, with counter space and cupboards for 
all the essentials to make a morning drink or late-night 
snack without having to go to the kitchen.

The home has five bedrooms, including a primary 
bedroom with en suite and one bedroom currently being 
used as an office. Each bedroom was designed with two 
big windows: one with a view of Georgian Peaks and 
another looking out towards Georgian Bay.

Each of the three bathrooms provides a contemporary 
spa-like atmosphere. Marjorie chose the marble 
patterned tiles and backsplash in the showers, inspired 
by colours of shale found at nearby Delphi Beach.

ABOVE: A trio of pendant lights hangs to one side of the soft grey 
vanity in one of the three bathrooms. RIGHT: The vanity doors in the 
primary en suite mimic the slat accent wall in the bedroom. Pendant 
lights with brass accents coordinate with the scallop-edged mirror. 
BELOW: For the showers, Marjorie chose tiles that reminded her of 
the colours in the shale at nearby Delphi Beach. Each of the showers 
has linear drains, rain shower heads and doorless entries.

The door to the primary bedroom leads to a hallway with access to the 
closet and en suite. Walls painted Benjamin Moore Chantilly Lace provide 
the neutral background for a gallery of photos. The interior solid core 
doors are made from American poplar. LEFT: The black walnut slat accent 
wall in the primary bedroom serves as the headboard. TOP LEFT: A coffee 
station has snacks for early risers and late-night nibbles.

Continued on page 78
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The homeowners and the 
builder chose not to have a 
basement so the recreational 
room on the upper level provides 
an additional lounge and 
entertainment area complete 
with a bar and pool table. 

In the heart of winter, the 
home remains warm and cosy. 
It is fully insulated with added 
spray foam between the beams 
and the roof and heated flooring 
on the ground floor radiates heat 
to the upper level.

One of the features the 
Fishers love most is the beautiful 
scenery they enjoy in every 
season – luscious green hills in 
the spring and summer, beautiful 
colours in the fall and, of course, 
the magical winter wonderland. 

LEFT: This bedroom combines boho 
chic décor with natural elements and 
textures. European white oak flooring 
from Majestic North Floors Inc. are a 
perfect foil for the soft, muted accent 
colours in the room. BELOW: The 
main-floor guest bedroom is situated 
at one end of the home and has a 
view of the ski hills and the backyard 
firepit. A faux sheepskin on the bed is 
a reminder of the season.

“THE HOME IS A PERFECT 
REFLECTION OF THE 
FISHERS THEMSELVES 
– BEAUTIFUL, NATURAL 
AND WARM.” – Timo Hotari

Continued on page 80

“Janet has helped us buy and sell several properties in The Blue 
Mountains. She is bright, responsive, honest, well connected and 
really good at what she does. She recently listed and sold our chalet 
and we were so grateful to have her as our Realtor. She handled all 
of the details - from contractors to cleaners to beautiful staging, 
photos/drone video and exceptional marketing of our property.  
She took the stress out of the selling process. In every dealing  
with Janet, we feel supported and confident that we are receiving 
the best guidance possible. She is professional and personable,  
and she genuinely cares about her clients.”

Dave P - Janet helped us Buy and Sell in September, 2021
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“The home is a perfect reflection of the 
Fishers themselves – beautiful, natural 
and warm,” says Timo. “It was an absolute 
pleasure and joy working with them.”

“It is the house that Marge and I built 
for us and it is now our home with very 
distinct attributes that will evolve as our 
tastes dictate,” says Mark.  OH

LEFT: Georgian Stair Company Inc. built the 
white oak, steel and glass stairs. The floating 
aspect of the design creates a sheltered seating 
area underneath. BOTTOM RIGHT: From the 
upper level, the stairwell window appears as 
a piece of art. The large chandelier illuminates 
this space at night. A narrow shelf at the landing 
displays succulents. BOTTOM MIDDLE: The 
Douglas fir roof beams draw the eye down the 
hallway on the upper level. There are three 
bedrooms and a laundry room on this level. 
BELOW LEFT: On snowy winter nights, the pool 
table on the upper level recreation room is a 
gathering spot for friends and family.

        

A.SLADE info    asladearchitects.com      @

  1 (705) 446-7013  +
www.asladearchitects.com

391 First Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 1B3
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CRAIG  
   DAVIES*

Craig@RiouxBakerTeam.com

LIVE FORTODAY
PLAN FOR  
TOMORROW.
FIND YOUR PLACE 

EXPERIENCE OUR
                    SERVICE

Visit ClairwoodRealEstate.com
We are OPEN and ready to help you with all your real estate needs.

Custom Sunvale Home

3 bdrms., 2+2 baths., 2,197 sq ft fin
$1,150,000 

Emma Baker – 705.444.3989 

Balmoral Village Bungalow  

2 bdrms., 2 bath, 1,240 sq ft
$899,900

Mikki Belliveau – 705.446.6103 

Beautiful Village of Nottawa 

.77 Acres
$649,900

Jacki Binnie – 705.441.1071

All Inclusive Ski Rental 

1 bdrm., 1+1 baths., 950 sq ft
$3,000/mo

Rhonda Ronson – 705.888.8700
  

Lighthouse Pt. Seasonal Ski Rental

2 bdrms., 2 baths, 1,450 sq ft
$6,000/mo 

David Holman – 416.930.2558 

Executive Seasonal Rental   

4 bdrms., 4 baths, 2,11 sq ft
$4,900/mo

Craig Davies – 289.685.8513

Escarpment Property  

104 Acres + Custom House
$4,750,000 

Michael Maish – 705-606-5814 

Lighthouse Pt. Ski Rental 

1 bdrm.,1 bath, 795 sq ft
$8,500/season 

Jacqui Viaene – 416.919.5400
 

Waterview Annual Rental  

2 bdrm., 2 baths, 1,245 sq ft
$2,800/mo

Chris Moffat-Lynch – 705-606-0850
 

Steps to Craigleith & Alpine  

3 bdrm., 2+2 baths, 2,004 sq ft fin
$1,299,900

Emma Baker – 705.444.3989

Pool and Guest Quarters  

3+1 bdrms., 4.5 baths, 3,646 sq ft fin
$2,499,999

Sherry Rioux – 705.443.2793

C O L L I N G W O O D
7 0 5 . 4 4 5 . 7 0 8 5

T O L L  F R E E
8 7 7 . 4 4 5 . 7 0 8 5

T O R O N T O
4 1 6 . 6 4 2 . 1 4 2 9

T O L L  F R E E  8 7 7 . 4 4 5 . 7 0 8 5
C L A I R W O O D R E A L E S TAT E . C O M

* Sales Representative ** Broker ***Broker of Record ****Administration

ClairwoodRealEstate.com
MEMBER OF THE SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS® AND THE TORONTO REAL ESTATE BOARD

MAUREEN  
      GOWANS***

MaureenGowans 
@ClairwoodRealEstate.com

JACKI 
  BINNIE*

Jacki@RiouxBakerTeam.com

MIKKI  
  BELLIVEAU* 

MikkiBelliveau@gmail.com

JOANNE  
  BROWN* 

JoanneSellingHomes@gmail.com

EMMA 
    BAKER** 

Emma@RiouxBakerTeam.com

RHONDA 
  RONSON*

Rhonda@RonsonRealtor.ca

STEPHANIE  
  RUMFORD*

Steph
@BuyAndSellCollingwood.com

JACQUI 
  VIAENE*

Jacqui 
@ClairwoodRealEstate.com

“It is a great feeling to be joining the Clairwood Real Estate Team to start my real estate career! After 15+ years working in the 
Feed & Food industry, and recently moving to the Wasaga Beach & Collingwood area, I couldn’t wish for a better team to partner 
with. Clairwood has the great balance of knowledge, professionalism and integrity combined with the caring, friendly and welcoming 
approach that I believe are the fundamental elements of a successful brokerage. I am truly excited to now call myself part of this family 
and look forward to helping you answer all your needs as we navigate through our Real Estate market.”

ARNO DUCHEMIN, Sales Representative
A.Duchemin@mac.com

Historic School House

3 bdrms., 1 bath, 2,226 sq ft
$554,000

Liliana Grovu – 647.980.3609 

Exclusive 

5 bdrms., 3 baths, 2,414 sq ft fin
$1,279,900

Sherry Rioux – 705.443.2793

Investment Properties Needed  

WE HAVE BUYERS,
2,3,4 bedrooms

Stephanie Rumford – 705.606.4982

Cranberry Golf Course Resort

2 bdrms.,2 baths, 797 sq ft
$455,000

Cristina Corti – 647-393-3962

WELCOME TO CLAIRWOOD!

EXPERIENCE OUR
                    SERVICE

LIVE FOR TODAY
PLAN FOR TOMORROW.
FIND YOUR PLACE 

 

CHRISTINA
  CORTI*

Cristina 
@clairwoodrealestate.com

WILL 
HOFF*

Will@RiouxBakerTeam.com

MICHAEL
         MAISH*
Michael@michaelmaish.com

CHRIS 
    MOFFAT-LYNCH**

Chris@LynchHomes.ca

SHERRY
    RIOUX**

 Sherry@RiouxBakerTeam.com

DAVID
  HOLMAN*

David@RiouxBakerTeam.com

HOLLIE 
 KNIGHT*

Hollie@RiouxBakerTeam.com

LILIANNA 
GROVU*

LilianaGrovu@gmail.com

EXPERIENCE OUR
                    SERVICE

IT’S WINTER! 
ENJOY THIS  
MAGICAL  
SEASON. 

ALMIRA 
HAUPT****

Almira@RiouxBakerTeam.com

ANABEL 
LUCAS****

Contact.col
@ClairwoodRealEstate.com.

BRENDA
CROWDER****

BrendaCrowder
@ClairwoodRealEstate.com 

CAROL
GLEADALL****

Contact.Col
@ClairwoodRealEstate.com

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

LEASED

Clairwood Corporate_SKI22.indd   1 2022-01-14   12:51 PM



PRICING

Chantico offers detailed quotes for 
one fireplace or multiple fireplaces, 
eliminating the guesswork for 
homeowners. It’s the first step in the 
overall experience and accountability 
that Chantico Fireplace Gallery is 
known for.  OH

Get There
209784 Hwy. 26, The Blue Mountains
705.445.9688 
chanticofireplaces.com

WHAT’S NEW
Technology in the 
industry has progressed 
from basic gas or wood-
burning fireplaces to 
include multi-sided gas 
showpieces in many 
sizes with design options 
that homeowners 
have yet to discover. 
Guillotine glass and 
screens for wood-
burning fireplaces have 
advanced along with 
wood stoves that burn 
at optimum efficiency 
without manual 
dampers. Suspended 
fireplaces are also new 
and available in both gas 
and wood burning. 

SERVICE

Chantico Fireplace Gallery has been 
installing, servicing and offering technical 
expertise to homeowners in the Southern 
Georgian Bay area for more than 15 years. 
Their dedication to customer service, 
offering solutions and maintenance, 
has inspired strong, long-term client 
relationships. The expert installation team, 
led by technician Mackenzie Kant, will set 
up and keep your fire feature operational 
and safe for years to come. 

THE EXPERIENCE

An attentive sales team, led by Sam Walker, awaits customers when they 
enter the Chantico Fireplace Gallery showroom. Their goal is to help 
customers choose the perfect fire feature for their home. Chantico carries a 
wide range of fireplaces and woodstoves, many Canadian-made. They know 
their products and will help you find a beautifully-designed showpiece built 
to wow and warm the heart of your home. 

Burning
BRIGHTLY
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Sam Walker and Mackenzie Kant
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C
STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH
ILLUSTRATIONS SHEILA BRITTON

When Allison Ross of Across Ottawa Home Staging 
started her business a decade ago, staging 

for resale was a hard sell.

“We cover so much in our curriculum from what 
an ideal floor plan would look like, to what colour 
palettes work best, how to partner with a trusted 
team (including trades and real estate agents) and 
how to budget and build your staging inventory 
from the ground up,” Leasa explains. OH

• Depersonalize so people can envision 
themselves in the space

• Highlight the home’s features 
and architectural details

• Enhance curb appeal to get people in the door

• Complete home improvements 
and repairs, update fixtures

• Declutter to create space

• Neutralize colour palettes and generalize 
décor to appeal to more viewers   

So what exactly does a stager 
do? Leasa teaches six essential 
principles of home staging:

SELLING? YOU CAN’T AFFORD NOT TO

STAGE 
YOUR HOME

There’s more in it for sellers than just making their homes look 
good. Home staging also helps to increase the final sale price of a 
property and reduces the length of time on the market.

Nicole Schenk is the Ottawa chapter president of the Real Estate 
Staging Association (RESA). She says statistics prove staged homes 
sell faster and sell over asking price. “In a 2020 study completed by 
RESA, they found 85 per cent of homes staged sold between five 
and 23 per cent over list,” says Nicole. “On an average investment 
of one per cent, 75 per cent of sellers saw a return on investment of 
between five and 15 per cent over ask.” 

Staging today is big business and Leasa has seen an increase 
in the number of people interested in learning the trade. “Student 
numbers have substantially increased over this past year,” she says. 
“The market for buying and selling has been booming and home 
staging plays a big part of that. There is a much higher emphasis on 
design and function of space trending in the home market. The fact 
remains, only a small percentage of us can envision the potential of a 
home, leaving most unable to imagine what a home could look like if 
it was cleaned and decluttered.”

The pandemic has changed the way buyers look at homes for 
sale. Buyers cruise the internet looking for homes that tick all their 
boxes. First impressions matter and if a home isn’t beautiful inside 
and out, it’s not worth an on-site visit. 

“COVID has affected the market in unprecedented ways,” says 
Nicole. “While it has been a sellers’ market with homes selling just 
as soon as they hit the market, staging has had a remarkable effect 
on the price. Earlier this year a home I staged sold for $130,000 more 
than a comparable unstaged listing. Both homes were in the same 
area, with similar features and same asking price.”

“CLIENTS COULDN’T UNDERSTAND why they would 
possibly spend money when they were selling, not staying,” she says. 
“Now, everyone clearly sees the value in home staging and we have 
been busier than ever.”

It’s no secret that most buyers want a move-in-ready home – a 
home that looks like reveal day after a major renovation on an HGTV 
show. Homebuyers are smart. They have a list of must-haves and if 
a seller hasn’t bothered to clean, declutter and paint the walls the 
latest colour, they will move on to the next listing on realtor.ca. 

Leasa Wright, staging course instructor at Sheridan College, 
agrees. “Buyers want to purchase a home turnkey and do as little 
work as possible to move in,” she says. “If they see a home that looks 
like it needs any type of work, all they see is money, effort and time 
spent getting the home the way they want it.” 

Staging.indd   2 2021-10-08   11:56 AM

VanderMeer
H O M E S

vandermeerhomes.com
705.429.6363

STRUCTURED WIRING    DATA NETWORKING    AUDIO/VIDEO     LIGHTING & SHADE CONTROL    SECURITY/MONITORING

Thornbury, ON n 519.599.2969
r e d b r i c k g r o u p . c a

“Red Brick Group installed and have monitored the security system in my place 
in Collingwood since 2009. Their attention to detail and level of customer service 
is exceptional. I know I can rely upon Red Brick no matter the situation and I 
highly recommend them based on long term personal experience.”  

R. Taylor
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HOMEruns
Enhance your lifestyle with advice and expertise from people 

and places in the Southern Georgian Bay community. “We are dedicated to designing and procuring 
beautiful, practical Canadian-made products that 
elevate any space in your home and we can ship 
Canada-wide to your doorstep.”

Amy 
BillinghurstWOVEN HANDMADE

We are a small business based in Collingwood, focused on 
bringing Canadian-made one-of-a-kind items to your home. I 
make all of the cotton baskets while curating the rest of the shop 
with quality goods for thoughtfully-designed spaces.

BASKETS
Cotton baskets 
can be used 
for all sorts of 
things, from 
housing small 
items like keys, 
sunglasses, 
bread and 
fruit to larger 
items like throw 
blankets, towels, 
toys and even 
plants! There is 
a wide range of 
sizes available 
and custom 
orders can be 
requested.

BUSINESS MILESTONE
Last summer, the baskets were featured in the Summer 2020 
issue of the LCBO Food & Drink magazine. It was an incredible 
experience for a small business and one that made Woven 
Handmade’s year. I have also been able to build my dream studio 
overlooking my flower and vegetable garden this past fall. It is a 
little oasis that’s perfect for inspiration and creativity.
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Continued on page 90
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ENHANCED 
EXPERIENCE
We offer a broad and robust approach 
to booking management, including 
price optimization software integrated 
with our channel management system, 
with over 16 channels worldwide. Our 
guest experience team ensures a 
positive, responsive and engaged lead-
up to the travel and stay for our renters.  
Our in-house cleaning, maintenance 
and tradespeople ensure our spaces 
are attractive, well maintained and 
clean. We are extremely grateful to 
have such awesome team members 
and we look forward to helping renters 
and clients in 2022.

Sean Landreth &
P.J. Slade with Tilly PROPERTY VALET

We are a vacation rental management company 
providing full services for our clients, which 
include booking channel management, guest 
communication, cleaning, home maintenance and 
renovations. Our focus is optimizing, protecting 
and maximizing earning potential for our clients’ 
rental investments while delivering best-in-class 
guest experiences for our renters in the Blue 
Mountains and Collingwood communities. We 
continue to forge strong partnerships with local 
businesses to achieve our goals and strengthen our 
value to the community.

Let us show you how to unlock the earning 
potential of your property.
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Continued on page 92

519-599-1154   spa@thornburyclearchoice.com
519-599-5317   service@thornburyclearchoice.com

4 Arthur St. Unit 3 Thornbury  
www.thornburyclearchoice.com

Hot tubs and pools sales and service
Weekly and biweekly maintenance program available

Book your pool opening now for spring
Free water analysis at showroom
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Andrew 
Slade

A. SLADE ARCHITECTS, INC.
A. Slade Architects, Inc. is a local Collingwood architecture 
firm that focuses on delivering concept-inspired homes that 
reflect your ideas and values, and look good too! We provide 
all-inclusive start-to-finish design services from planning 
and site analysis, detailed design and permit drawings, 
construction review and much more. There is a lot to consider 
when designing your dream home, cottage or chalet. It is our 
passion to communicate this process to you and bring your 
ideas to life in the most sustainable and effective way.

COMMUNICATIONS
Our process always opens with a conversation. The simple 
act of listening and understanding your needs is essential 
to the success of every project. From here, the fun begins as 
we communicate your ideas in the clearest manner through 
sketching, 3D modelling, providing virtual walk-throughs 
and whatever else you need to visualize your project before 
construction begins.

COLLABORATIONS
We work with many skilled custom homebuilders, trades 
and professionals in the area to bring you a diverse and 
comprehensive design experience. It is our philosophy that 
welcoming this collaboration early in the process allows for a 
smooth transition into (and throughout) the construction phase 
while bringing you the highest quality of custom home in the 
most practical way.

CREATE
Connections 
with nature, our 
surrounding 
communities 
and most 
importantly, 
our lasting 
relationships 
with you.
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Continued on page 94

Professional design services | Cabinetry, Counters, Plumbing Fixtures and Accessories

Visit our showroom at 99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, Thornbury 
info@corinthiankitchens.com     |    519-599-2800    |    corinthiankitchens.com

Custom Homes  |  Renovations  |  Additions  |  Project Management

705.888.2417  |  EvolutionCustomBuilding.com
EVOLUTION
custom building
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PLANNING 
TIMEFRAME
Planning for a successful 
project can take several 
weeks. From concept 
to a complete design 
plan and including time 
to organize the project 
properly are important 
steps that shouldn’t be 
rushed. A properly planned 
project will be a success 
for all parties involved 
– most importantly, the 
homeowner!

OUTDOOR 
REFLECTIONS
We are a design and build landscape 
company. The planning process for each 
project begins with a collaborative approach 
with each homeowner. A clients’ lifestyle 
and wants are what move the design process 
forward. Once the drawings are completed, 
the work begins to deliver a beautiful 
outdoor space that is unique to each client.

Matt 
VanAndel

PROJECT SIZE
We are comfortable working on projects that 
range from small enhancements to larger 
projects that take months to implement. 
Large projects can encompass an entire 
property and totally change how an outdoor 
space is used and functions. This ranges from 
creating garden beds to large pool areas with 
structures designed for your needs. 
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Continued on page 96

Scott Young
“The Original Scottish 
Longhouse Builder”

as seen on
‘Great Canadian Cottages’

Cottage Life T.V.

Scotbuild_SKI20.indd   1 2020-05-04   10:59 AM

maggieanddix.com

Maggie + Dix_SKI21.indd   1 2021-12-16   9:58 AM
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PERSONAL 
CONNECTION 
Opening the shop has 
offered the opportunity 
and privilege to 
connect with clients 
on a personal level by 
assisting them with the 
interior styling of their 
homes. Interior styling 
assistance is an area of 
focus for the future.

Kasia & Adrian
Azcurra

WHITE HILL HOME
White Hill Home is a unique retail destination, 
designed to inspire effortless interior style 
and slow living. We are committed to 
offering a collection of carefully curated and 
custom created home décor goods, tailored 
to the modern farmhouse, white interior and 
minimalist interior aesthetics. We offer a 
stylized shopping experience featuring locally-
sourced antiques that are refinished in-house 
to a signature style, custom wall art, handmade 
concept creations and complementary curated 
smalls that round out the collection.

PASSION DRIVEN
In the shop, all that we create, curate 
and sell is inspired by what we love 
most. It reflects how we design our 
own personal space and how we live 
our lives, so the fact that so many of 
our community members see value 
in that, connect to it and support 
it in the way they do is amazing 
and something we are immensely 
grateful for.

Continued on page 98
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(705) 441-4501 | Office: +1 (705) 446-3991
Email: Kkriston@sutton.com
224 Ste. Marie St., Collingwood

kaykriston.comSutton Group Incent ive  Rea lty  Inc . ,  Brokerage

THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY OF REAL 
ESTATE SERVICE IN 
GEORGIAN BAY

F�ull service real estate 
team comprised of stagers, 
photographers and tradespeople 
to get you top dollar for your 
property.

30 years sales experience 
with expertise in advertising, 
marketing and statistical analysis.

20 years enjoying the local 
recreational activities that have 
enabled me to gain a passion for 
what this area has to offer.

Community involvement that has 
created a large network of local 
business and social contacts.

(705) 441-4501 | Office: +1 (705) 446-3991 
Email: Kkriston@sutt.com
224 Ste. Marie St. Collingwood

kaykriston.com

THE HIGHEST 
QUALITYOF REAL 
ESTATE SEVICE IN 
GEORGIAN BAY

�Full service real estate 
team comprised of stagers, 
photographers and tradespeople 
to get you top dollar for your 
property.

30 years sales experience 
with expertise in advertising, 
marketing and statistical analysis

20 years enjoying the local 
recreational activities that have 
enabled me to gain a passion for 
what this area has to offer.

Community involvement that has 
created a large network of local 
business and social contacts.

Sa les  Representat ive

LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
CUSTOM HOMES  |  RENOVATIONS  |  ADDITIONS  
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP  |  SOUND CONSTRUCTION

Collingwood  |  Thornbury 

Harold Robison - 519.599.2704 

Your Home. Your Lifestyle.

est. 1986
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LINENS
Every rental 
includes fresh, 
hotel-quality 
linens, premium 
toiletries and 
housekeeping 
as well as other 
amenities.

Jayne
McCaw

JAYNE’S LUXURY 
RENTALS
Jayne McCaw is the founder and president of Jayne’s 
Luxury Rentals, which rents high-end properties. 
Now in its seventh year, the company lists more than 
250 properties across Ontario.

SERVICES
Jayne’s offers a suite of concierge services, such as 
private chefs, massage therapy and hot tub rentals, 
which can be booked during a stay. PH
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Continued on page 100

Get in touch.
705-888-1238 

info@mclean-contracting.ca 

mclean-contracting.ca

design 

build 

management

Exclusive Ontario Dealer for

MCLEAN_SP21.indd   1 2021-03-08   8:58 AM

Technology Simplified
We make technology behave.

Networks, Security, Audio, Video, Lighting Control, Motorized Shades, Systems Integration!

www.balaklava.tech

Technology Simplified
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LISTENING
We proudly approach 
each of our clients’ 
renovations or custom 
new builds with 
quality workmanship, 
transparency and honesty. 
We are available at 
anytime in the project 
to answer questions or 
concerns and apply any 
new ideas to the existing 
project plans.  OH

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

Jim 
Rutters DUTCH QUALITY CONTRACTING

We are general contractors with a passion for renovations and building new 
homes. We pay attention to the small details and are committed to bringing 
your design plans to fruition. We want every one of our clients to have 
complete satisfaction at the end of their project. 

“Let your project be a great 
experience from start to finish with 
Dutch Quality Contracting.”
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Custom Kitchens, Closets & Vanities

 519-374-5737
xtremekitchenscollingwood@gmail.com

10 Greco Court, Unit 1, Collingwood
(across from Sunbelt Rentals)

Design Services & 3D Drawings

Ask about our contractor program 
for Kitchen Design Centres, 
Builders & Developers. C O L L I N G W O O D

Xtreme_SKI22.indd   1 2022-01-14   9:31 AM

building design
site planning
interior design
 

416.944.2898 ext 202      
brad@abbottdesign.ca 
www.abbottdesign.ca

ABBOTT_F15.indd   1 15-10-18   2:28 PM
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VERY PERI
PANTONE’S COLOUR OF 2022
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1. COVET HOUSE: Diana Pendant Lamp  2. CURREY & COMPANY: Hyacinth Vase 
Set  3. KARTELL: Bloom Light Fixture in Transparent Lavender  4. CROWN SURFACE 
SOLUTIONS: Havana & Stark Wallcoverings  5. PHILLIPS COLLECTION: Seat Belt Purple 
Dining Chair  6. CURATED KRAVET: Jau Sculpture, Purple  7. RUBINET: Ice Series 1AIC 
Lav Set in Satin Gold with Purple Haze Accents  8. CURATED KRAVET: Electra Crystal Table 
Lamp in Amethyst  9. POTTERY BARN: Apothecary Diffuser Collection – Lavender  10. BLUE 
STAR: 48” Platinum Series Gas Range in Very Peri  11. LENOX: Seasons Winter Radiance 
Tidbit Plate  12. S’WELL: S’ip Bottle in Purple Dusk  13. ZAZZLE: Purple And Blue Abstract 
Watercolour Marbled Swirls Ceramic Knob  14. GROSCHE: Valencia Colourful Tea Brewer 
in Purple 15. ABBOTT: Insulated Wine Tumbler in Gloss Red/Purple  16. ABBOTT: Large 
Modern Print Planter in Blue 17. ABBOTT: Field Blooms Tea Towel  18. RUBINET: R-10 
Series 1ART Lav Set in Purple Haze & Satin Gold Accents  19. ANNIE SELKE: Delphinium 
Palette Taper Candles  20. CB2: Waves Acrylic Puzzle  21. SURYA: Fargo Pouf in Lavender  
22. KOKET: Chandra Chair in Very Peri Purple  23. KLIPPAN: Gotland Multi Pastel Throw  
24. CURATED KRAVET: Flame Stitch Forest Wall Art  25. CHAPTERS: Prince And The 
Purple Rain Era Studio Sessions: 1983 And 1984  26. EASTERN ACCENTS: Purple Poppy 
Hand-Painted Throw Pillow  27. SURYA: Iris Area Rug  28. COVET HOUSE: Kelly Sofa  
29. SURYA: Bauble Velvet Pillow in Purple  OH

Pantone2022_VeryPeri.indd   DPS 2022-01-14   3:04 PM

ourhomes   S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2   |  103102  |  ourhomes   S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2

focus



HOW-TO

Wash and dry sweaters 
and backing fabric so your 
finished blanket won’t shrink.

We’re making a 40 by 
70-inch blanket, made of 
four 10-inch squares (wide) 
by seven 10-inch squares 
(long) – a total of 28 10-inch 
squares for your blanket. 
Smaller five-inch squares 
are sewn together in sets 
of four to create larger 
10-inch squares. You can 
adjust your blanket to any 
size you like depending 
on the number of squares 
you’re able to cut from 
sweaters, as well as the 
width of the backing fabric 
you have available. Our 
templates are ½-inch larger 
than the final 10-inch and 
five-inch sewn squares to 
accommodate for a ¼-inch 
seam allowance.

Cut along sweater seams to 
separate pieces, then flatten 
to make cutting small squares 
easier. Place your templates 
on a sweater piece and begin 
cutting squares until you 
have enough to fill the entire 
blanket. You can cut squares 
that include loose waistbands, 
but remove and avoid fitted, 
tight waistbands. You can cut 
smaller squares from sleeves 
once they’ve been cut open 
and laid flat.

When you have enough large 
and small squares combined to 
make up 28 10-inch squares, 
lay them out on the floor until 
you have a design you like. 
Take a picture of your final 
design to use as a reference 
when sewing.

Does your family have a stack of old 
sweaters no one wears? Upcycle 

those sweaters into a cosy blanket.

TOOLS & MATERIALS
(Makes a 40 by 70-inch blanket)

6-8 sweaters 
(amount depends on 
sweater sizes) 

Soft backing fabric at 
least 42 by 72-inches 
(fleece, minky or chenille)

10 ½ by 10 ½-inch and 5 
½ by 5 ½-inch pieces of 
card stock or cardboard 
for cutting templates

Sewing machine

Fabric scissors

Polyester sew-all thread

Sewing pins

Sewing clips (optional 
but helpful)

Yarn (optional for 
decorative edging)

Yarn needle (optional for 
decorative edging)Sweater

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

BLANKET
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To finish your blanket you have two 
choices: You can top-stich around the 
entire blanket with your sewing machine, 
about ¼ to 3/8 inch in from the edge, 
closing the opening as you go. Or, (if 
you have some hours to kill while binge-
watching a TV series) you can choose to 
do a decorative blanket stich by hand with 
some yarn and yarn needle. The blanket 
stitch option is very time consuming but 
creates a very nice decorative edge on 
your blanket. There are many blanket stitch 
tutorial videos online if you’ve never done 
this stitch before.

Et voila! You’re ready to snuggle up with 
your new blanket and a good book.  OH

Number some paper squares 1 through 7. 
Begin stacking your cut sweater squares for 
each row on top of each other from left to 
right and top with the corresponding row 
number. Then stack the rows together, with 
row 7 on the bottom and transfer the stack 
to your sewing table.

Beginning with row one, start sewing 
smaller squares together to create larger 
squares and place them back in the correct 
order (this is where your reference photo 
comes in very handy!) Then, place the first 
two larger squares together, right sides 
facing in, pin (or clip) and sew along the 
inside edge. Continue sewing together 
the remaining squares until the row is 
complete. Repeat this process until all 
squares are sewn together into 7 separate 
rows of four 10-inch squares each.

Once all rows are complete, begin pinning 
and sewing the rows together with right 
sides facing in, starting with rows one and 
two. When all rows are sewn together 
you will have a complete top layer for 
your blanket. Helpful hint: When pinning 
(or clipping) the rows together, start by 
matching the seams and then pin along 
the rest, stretching and scrunching a little 
as needed. Knit sweaters vary in thickness 
and elasticity, so don’t worry if things don’t 
line up perfectly.

Lay your backing fabric on the floor 
right side facing up. Lay your completed 
sweater layer face down on top of the 
backing fabric. You’ll want to pin together 
the layers in a few places around the 
blanket to hold things in place while 
trimming your backing fabric to match 
your top layer. Begin cutting your 
backing fabric along the edge of your top 
layer and pin (or clip) along the edges 
as you go.

Begin sewing the two layers together 
along the edge of the blanket, leaving a 
little less than a full square open. Using the 
opening, turn your blanket right side out.
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STORY RICK SHURMAN

PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Ode to the

JIM AND SHERYL PHILLIPS MAINTAINED ONE UNWAVERING 
OBJECTIVE FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF 

THEIR CHARMING NEW HOME ON THE ESCARPMENT NEAR 
RAVENNA – TO LIMIT ITS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT.

Colin Grant, project manager and partner 
at Porter Skelton & Associates Ltd., stands 
on the steps of the north facing deck. The 
stonework on the home is reminiscent of 
barn foundations in the area. LEFT: The 
2,100 sq. ft. home’s position blends with the 
landscape, offering efficiency and addressing 
environmental concerns. BELOW LEFT: On 
the south side of the home, the double bank 
of triple-pane windows takes advantage 
of the passive solar heat. Black, steel, 
ridge-roofing was used on the home’s two 
wings and cedar shakes were installed on 
the stone portion. BELOW RIGHT: 
Homeowner Jim Phillips built the door to the 
outbuilding, using reclaimed wood. The iron 
hinges and hardware add integrity and age.

Continued on page 113
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wWe aren’t saying our home is green,” says Jim. “That would 
be greenwashing. It is about giving the environment its due 
by way of responsible approaches.” Jim and Sheryl were 
determined to lower greenhouse gas emissions through a 
host of considerations, ranging from material selection and 
end-of-life examination to energy efficiency, the size and 
orientation of the building and choosing locally-sourced 
goods whenever feasible. “They were never just paying lip 
service to the notion of being environmentally concerned,” 
says Chris Skelton, head designer and partner at builder 
Porter Skelton & Associates Ltd. “They walk the 
walk,” he says. “The Phillips put into action the kind of 
choices that really do make a difference.” 

“The first step was to have energy modelling executed 
to optimize the efficiency of the home,” explains Colin 
Grant, project manager and also a partner with Porter 
Skelton. The analysis showed they could avoid having 
to install air conditioning and it pre-determined the 
effectiveness of the proposed radiant heating system for 
the cold season. To take advantage of passive solar heat, the 
2,100 sq. ft. house faces south with large picture windows 
to maximize the sun’s effect. “Chris highly recommended 
this positioning rather than being concerned with curb 
appeal,” adds Jim. “Our natural inclination was to offer a 
more aesthetically desirable front, facing the road and the 
valley. We are very grateful for Porter Skelton’s advice, as 
the result has delivered obvious benefits.” 

The kitchen island is topped with polished Eramosa stone and supports that mimic the 
timberframe structure in this part of the home. A prep sink in the island is a thoughtful addition. 
The perimeter counters are stainless steel, with a subway tile backsplash. OPPOSITE, TOP: 
Sheryl chose to add larger windows, so the view to the north can be enjoyed while preparing 
meals. Lepage Millwork windows were sourced from DeCola Windows & Doors Inc. Open lower 
shelves display favourite cookbooks. BOTTOM LEFT: A warming glass of scotch ends a day 
of snowshoeing on the land. BOTTOM RIGHT: Open-faced smoked-salmon sandwiches with 
pickled red onions and capers sit on a live-edge charcuterie board.

Continued on page 114
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“I really love that the house faces south,” says 
Colin. “As you approach it from the north it blends so 
comfortably into the landscape. They positioned it for 
efficiency and environmental concerns, but the home 
also delivers a wonderful aesthetic.” 

“Colin, Chris and the whole crew were so 
amazing,” says Sheryl. “They were knowledgeable, 
patient, organized and open to all the 
alternative approaches.”

Blown cellulose was the chosen insulation 
throughout the home, as well as recycled blue-jean 
batts in certain areas. Eco-board, made from 100 
per cent recycled wood fibres, was installed as the 
continuous outside insulating layer. A hydronic 
in-floor heating system, based on an electric boiler, 
was chosen as opposed to propane or natural gas. 
The main-floor surface is a polished, dyed concrete 
made with higher slag content for decreased CO2 
that would otherwise be released in conventional 
concrete production. 

The two-sided stone fireplace contains rock brought 
by Jim from the couple’s property in Arthur. Jim felt 
it added “some old soul to the new house.” The 
polished, dyed concrete floor is made with a higher 
slag content to decrease the release of carbon 
dioxide. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: A corner pew is 
conveniently located in the front entry. Natural pine 
shiplap lines the walls. The mechanical room, which 
doubles as a mudroom, is located opposite the front 
door. TOP RIGHT & BOTTOM: The nifty charging 
station has a counter with plugs and drawers for 
cords. The built-in banquette seating in the dining 
area of the kitchen surrounds a reclaimed wood-
and-metal dining table. The hydronic in-floor heating 
system is operated by an electric boiler fully run by 
solar panels on the outbuilding’s roof.

Continued on page 116
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The windows throughout the 
structure are triple pane to improve 
energy effectiveness and are framed 
with wood and aluminum, both 
highly recyclable. Even the two-
by-fours and two-by-sixes used 
for framing are Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) certified. 
Countertops in the bathrooms, 
upper-level flooring, windowsills 
and cladding on the kitchen island 
are made from reclaimed wood. The 
list of thoughtful choices extends 
to every facet of the build. “Jim 
made a point of setting up crates 

for recycling,” adds Colin. “He 
ended up reducing the number of 
dumpsters we required by 75 per 
cent and the waste to landfill by 60 
per cent. The Phillips knew what 
they wanted from an ecological 
perspective and we were there to 
basically navigate.” 

One of the most significant 
points is that Jim and Sheryl did 
the research and knew what they 
didn’t want. Both the Phillips and 
the entire Porter Skelton crew made 
the effort to exercise the correct 
decisions from beginning to end.

ABOVE: The sunroom faces south and east over 
the property’s river valley. The stacking window 
system can be opened during warm weather and 
fully or partially closed during cooler or inclement 
weather, extending the use of the room. LEFT: 
A Stressless lounger has the perfect spot by the 
fireplace with a view of the southern meadow. A 
luxurious sheepskin adds another layer of comfort. 
BELOW: The white pine interior structure frames 
the sofa in the living room. Windows are hung 
lower so the view can be enjoyed when seated. 
OPPOSITE: The steel wire of the stair railing adds 
an industrial element to the traditional style of the 
home. The open wood stair treads let light and 
warmth travel into the room.

Continued on page 118
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“We’ve planned a vegetable garden adjacent 
to the house and we are also planting native 
grasses and wildflowers along with thousands 
of seedlings to regenerate the natural landscape 
around the property,” Sheryl says. The aim is 
to create an open meadow effect so that birds 
like Bobolinks, an endangered species, might 
return and butterflies and bees might find their 
way to safe harbour. Jim built a small wooden 
platform on the side of the outbuilding for 
barn swallows to nest – another small, but not 
incidental consideration.

TOP LEFT: The upper hallway has a view 
through the windows on the south facing wall. 
The stone around the fireplace chimney adds 
visual interest. LEFT: In the primary en suite, a 
wet room contains the toilet and shower. Tile 
planks line the walls and tumbled square tiles 
add traction on the curbless floor. The double 
vanity has a bank of drawers for additional 
storage. The window has a view of the river 
valley. ABOVE: A guest bedroom on the 
upper level has flannel bedding and a faux 
sheepskin comforter. The sheepskin on the 
floor is a warm spot for bare feet to land on 
cold winter mornings.

Continued on page 120
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Of course, it is not all about conservation and 
sustainability. This is a home as comfortable and pleasing 
to the eye as it is functional and responsible. Jim’s list 
also included ensuring that when the primary bedroom 
windows are open, you can hear the murmur of the creek 
in the valley below. Sheryl made an inspiring choice by 
putting larger windows in the kitchen to appreciate 
the panoramic view to the north while preparing meals 
and enjoying the gathering place that the kitchen 
naturally becomes. 

Jim took some field stones from an old barn 
foundation on their farm in Arthur to add to their 
fireplace surround. “The barn would have been from the 
late 1800s,” says Jim. “Just trying to add some old soul to 
the new house.” 

The design of this house is alluring and sympathetic 
to the rural context of the neighborhood. There is no 
pretention with this lovely home. It is exactly what it was 
intended to be – thoughtfully planned, honestly designed 
and genuinely built.  OH

LEFT: In the primary 
bedroom, simplicity 
and minimalist 
styling offer a 
pleasing aesthetic 
geared to a good 
night’s sleep. 
BELOW LEFT: 
Sliding doors in the 
primary bedroom 
open to a private 
deck that leads to 
walking trails. In 
warmer months, 
the open windows 
and door offer a 
cross breeze and the 
sound of running 
water from the 
creek in the valley. 
BELOW MIDDLE: 
The hallway to the 
primary bedroom 
also leads to a home 
office, powder room 
and laundry room.
BELOW RIGHT: The 
fireplace chimney 
is reflected in the 
mirror in the upper-
level bathroom. 
Encaustic tile on 
the floor is carried 
into the shower 
stall with timber 
trusses overhead.

519.538.2000 | 206532 Highway 26, East of Meaford

KNIGHTS’

www.kitchencraft.com

Turn your dream into a reality!
Over 20 years of design & installation experience
Kitchens, bathrooms, flooring & more
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Expect the unexpected
Knowing what unexpected birds to expect, 
or at least hope for, in the dead of winter 
also helps. Some years we are treated to an 
invasion of what ornithologists refer to as 
winter finches. When the pine and spruce 
cone crops are low in the north, this family of 
boreal-forest birds comes south to central and 
southern Ontario in search of food. They travel 
in gangs and descend upon our feeders with 
much enthusiasm. Last year was an irruption 
year (a sudden surge of birds), and often there 
is a rebound irruption year of visits, so keep 
your eyes to the skies and on your feeders for 
big, beautiful evening and pine grosbeaks, 
frosty redpolls, squabbling pine siskins, and 
maybe even colourful, parrot-like red-winged 
and white-winged crossbills. 

Winter wonderland
There will be days in the midst of winter when 
the sun is sparkling on the snowbound land, 
the air is crisp and clear, and you’ll feel the call 
of the great outdoors. Such a day is perfect 
for a drive, on the lookout for open-country 
winter birds. If you’re lucky you may come 
across snow buntings flying across fields 
flashing their white feathers, sprinkling the 
sky like snowflakes. 

You might also notice the bouncing flight 
pattern of a bunch of beautiful bohemian 
waxwings flying across the landscape or in 
your neighbourhood, searching for berry-
bearing trees. Living up to their name, they 
are true nomads and never stay long in one 
place, so consider yourself lucky if you catch a 
flock in action.

Or your winter drive may be rewarded 
with a sighting of one of the big arctic raptors. 
The rough-legged hawk occasionally comes 
south in search of small rodents when their 
arctic supply dwindles. Look for this big bird 
perched on a branch of a leafless tree out in the 
open or hovering like a giant hummingbird, 
surveying the snow for mice.

This same tundra-like habitat just might 
yield that most coveted of arctic visitors – the 
snowy owl. A sighting of this bird alone makes 
the outing worthwhile. 

As always, relish the discovery of each 
new bird, keep your distance and take photos 
without disturbing their never-ending fight 
for survival in the depths of winter.  OH

the always 
gorgeous 
cardinal, the 
upside-down 
nuthatch, the 
dopey mourning 
dove, the bossy blue jay, the jaunty junco, and 
last but not least, the goldfinch, somewhat 
incognito without its summer golden cloak. 
Once you’ve identified these species, your 
winter bird list is off to a good start.

Getting to know these common, top-10 
visitors will also make it easier for you to 
recognize a new species should one appear 
at your feeders. That’s when it gets exciting. 
What could it be? Get that field guide off 
your shelf and crack it open. Flip through, 
discovering the possibilities and narrow it 
down by the distinctive identification points 
– size, shape, colour and markings. Give it 
your best shot!

Feeder watch
Once winter sets in with a vengeance, you 
may not necessarily want to venture out. No 
problem! From the comfort of home, we can 
do a good bit of birding through our windows. 
Watching birds at your feeder is a great way 
to brighten a dreary winter’s day. Set up a 
feeding station in your yard, fill it with quality 
seed (black-oil sunflower seed, peanuts, nyjer 
or suet) and cosy up by the window. 

Top ten 
So, what will you see? Project FeederWatch 
– a citizen science project that records birds 
at feeders throughout the winter – has the 
answer. That friendly little ball of feathered 
fluff, the chickadee, is the number-one bird, 
followed by downy and hairy woodpeckers, 

       THE winter    wonderland
                 OF BIRDING

STORY LYNNE RICHARDSON   |   PHOTOGRAPHY NIGEL EVES

Looking for something to do on a cold winter day? Go birding! 
Wait, what? Birding in winter? Will you see anything interesting? 
Well, yes! You’ll be surprised by what is out there in our 
seemingly barren backyards and snow-covered countrysides.

Cardinal

Blue jays
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Call 1-800-263-6161 or visit marvincanada.com to 
learn more.

If you can imagine it, we can help you create it. We 
designed the Marvin Signature™ collection to support 
your most ambitious ideas and truly distinctive 
projects. Featuring our Ultimate and Modern product 
lines, the Signature collection offers our broadest 
range of window and door types, sizes, styles, and 
options—freeing you to design with confidence. Uniting 
exceptional beauty, the highest level of architectural 
correctness, and meticulous attention to detail, 
every Signature window and door exceeds industry 
performance standards while delivering an exceptional 
experience in truly inspiring spaces.

YOUR VISION. VIRTUALLY NO LIMITS.

DELIVER ON YOUR VISION WITH THE PERFECT 
BALANCE OF DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE.

The Marvin Elevate® collection offers an ideal blend of 
remarkable design and superior strength, delivering 
performance that doesn’t sacrifice design opportunities. 
Curated to include the most in demand styles, the Elevate 
collection makes it easier to select what you need for a wide 
range of projects while giving you room to add a personal 
touch. Engineered to last in even the harshest weather 
conditions, every window and door in the Elevate collection 
is made with proprietary fiberglass exteriors, so you can have 
complete confidence in every project.

SIMPLIFY OPTIONS. SACRIFICE NOTHING.

The Marvin Essential™ collection is strong, durable, and 
virtually maintenance-free, designed with our proprietary 
fiberglass and finishes that stand up to the elements—and the 
test of time.

MANY POSSIBILITIES.
ONE MARVIN.

©2021 Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co.,LLC. All Rights Reserved. ®Registered trademark of Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co.,LLC.



WILL MY
TREES DIE? 
Many people think that once a tree has been 
defoliated it’s dead. Luckily this isn’t true. 
Trees often have latent buds as a defence 
mechanism, allowing them to regrow their 
leaves. But it does take a lot of energy to do 
this and some trees, like oaks, take longer 
to regenerate, leaving them weak and more 
susceptible to pathogens. Add the extra 
stresses of drought and being defoliated by 
LDD caterpillars in successive years and this 
will be too much for some trees to handle. 
Unfortunately we will see more tree death in 
upcoming years as a result of this epidemic. 

WHAT CAN
I DO TO HELP? 
Some municipalities are spraying Bacillus 
thuringiensis kurstaki (Btk) to control LDD 
outbreaks, target-spraying “high-value” 
trees, but many others are just letting nature 
take its course. Btk has the potential to kill 
many of our beneficial native caterpillars, 
so it’s not a responsible long-term option. 
Unfortunately, LDD moths and caterpillars 
are likely here to stay. 

Here’s what you can do to mitigate their 
damage at home.

In fall, inspect all your trees and vertical 
surfaces around your home as best you can 
for their light-brown egg masses. Remove 
them with a paint scraper or butter knife and 
put them into a bucket of soapy water. This 
last step must be done or the eggs will still 
hatch into caterpillars.

In spring, tie a band of burlap at chest 
height around your trees so that it folds over 
in half. The LDD caterpillars will be present 
until the middle of July and they often hide 
in the shade of the burlap fold. Check the 
burlap daily and dump any found LDD 
caterpillars into a bucket of soapy water. 
They can also be squished, but it’s pretty 
ghastly and the soapy water solution often 
ensures a quicker, more sanitary and more 
guaranteed death. 

Some birds and other wildlife will eat 
LDD caterpillars and moths, but not enough 
to make much of a dent in their population. 

Native species balance overpopulation 
together – if one is doing particularly well, 
its predators will also do well taking care of 
the issue. This is why invasive species are so 
problematic!  OH

WHAT ARE
LDD MOTHS?
LDD moths are an invasive species from 
Europe and Asia introduced to the U.S. near 
Boston in the 1860s and reaching southern 
Canada by 1969. Outbreaks hit every decade 
or so, lasting one to three years. Our current 
record-breaking eruption began in 2019. 

LDD moths need specific weather 
conditions to thrive and this makes sense 
considering our present outbreak. They 
cannot survive below -20 degrees Celsius 
for long, and they’re susceptible to certain 
fungal infections during wet weather. In 
recent years we’ve had warmer winters 

followed by dry springs, creating the ideal 
natural conditions for them to flourish 
– and flourish they have! The continuing 
warmer temperature trends are favourable 
for future LDD moth populations. 

Most other moth and butterfly 
caterpillar species are picky eaters and can 
only use one or two plants as hosts for their 
larva, but not LDD moth caterpillars. They 
have voracious appetites and can eat a wide 
variety of tree leaves including oak, maple, 
birch, poplar, willow and more. 

WHAT DO THEY 
LOOK LIKE?
LDD caterpillars are hairy, about six 
centimetres long with five pairs of blue 
dots and six pairs of red dots on their 
backs. The adult male moths are brown 
and fly around erratically in summer, 
whereas the females are larger, white and 
flightless. Their light-brown egg masses 
resemble the skin of a tennis ball and can 
be found on tree trunks, under branches 
and in tree crevices. 

Formerly known as the culturally offensive European gypsy moth, the 
Lymantria dispar dispar (LDD) moth caterpillars devastated forests, 

backyard trees and even outdoor enjoyment for many this past year. So 
many times, at a client’s outdoor space, we’d be picking fallen caterpillars 

off each other with caterpillar feces raining down on us from the tree 
canopy above. Some people even avoided their outdoor spaces completely 

for fear of an encounter! Next summer may shape up to be another heavy 
LDD caterpillar year. Read on for facts, history and support. 

INVASION
PREPARATION

STORY MELANIE REKOLA
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more details 

& pricing.

www.automow.ca

clean              quiet             efficient
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MOTORIZATION

In order to enjoy the beautiful views of Southern Georgian Bay, homeowners 
are adding larger windows to their building projects. This, along with 
the ease and convenience of automation, has resulted in the growth of 
motorized window coverings. Ashtons will assist with finding the right option 
and work with builders in a new home or renovation to plan for the correct 
wiring. Motorized blinds can also be powered by batteries if wiring is not an 
available option. Motorization allows automatic operation, programming 
and mobile control.  OH

SEAMLESS SERVICE

A consultation determines the type 
of window covering that best suits a 
homeowner’s needs and style. Function, 
colour, patterns, texture and the reason 
a window covering is being installed are 
all discussed. Style options are varied, 
from blinds to draperies, and hundreds 
of fabrics choices are available. Karen’s 
expertise helps guide homeowners to the 
best window covering for each room in 
their home. The detailed and personalized 
service continues to the installation, which 
is organized by lead installer Mark James, 
Karen’s husband. Their communication 
and knowledge delivers a beautiful 
window covering every time. 

THE PLACE

Karen James started working for her aunt Catherine Dalrymple – 
founder of Ashtons Blinds Draperies Shutters – 21 years ago with the 
understanding that she would be taught every aspect and nuance of this 
local business. After three years, Karen and her husband Mark purchased 
the business. Through the years, under Karen’s guidance and attention 
to detail, the business has earned a reputation for perfection, variety, 
personal service and satisfaction.

“Our primary goal is to take care of 
our customers by melding form and 
function to provide beautiful window 
coverings for every home. Customer 
service is key.”

WINDOW
DRESSING

SAFETY
As of May 1, 2022, the Canadian government has mandated 
that all new blinds have no exposed cords. This will lead to an 
industry-wide change in how blinds are manufactured, installed 
and operated. The team at Ashtons is working with their 
manufacturers to offer clients safe, functional products that 
look beautiful. Ashtons carries products that already meet the 
new requirements.

Get There
99 King St. E., Thornbury | 519.599.7695 | ashtonsblinds.com
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Karen James
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Your Premier Custom Home Builder in Southern Georgian Bay
Robert Abbott, Owner

Town of the Blue Mountains    |   705.446.4831   |   greatlakescustomhomes.ca

We build excitement!

Great Lakes_SGB_SUM21.indd   1 2022-01-12   10:08 AM

BABS & CASTLES 
Babs & Castles is a husband 
and wife duo that share a 
fiery passion for creating and 
catering incredible food and 
unforgettable experiences. 
With each having 10+ years of 
experience, Chef Jordy comes 
from a fine dining background 
of restaurants in Toronto. 
Chef Brita found her passion 
in detailed fondant cakes and 
sugar cookie decorating. 

Chef Jordy and Chef Brita 
met at a Yorkville restaurant 
in Toronto, and thought 
Collingwood would be the 
perfect fit for settling down 
and showcasing their food 
talents. 

Babs & Castles focuses on 
bringing fine dining ambiance 
into your home, while also 
supplying other types of 
catering and desserts for 
weddings, holidays and special 
occasions. 

Babs & Castles likes to keep 
their ingredients fresh and 
local, growing their own herbs 
and produce and shopping at 
the local spring/summer/fall 
markets.

Please e-mail us at 
babsandcastles@gmail.com 
to inquire about our catering 
services and menu options.

We do special requested 
orders too!  
babsandcastles.com
Check us out on  
Facebook and Instagram
(Please see ad on pg 141)

XTREME KITCHENS & 
CLOSETS
Xtreme Property Developments 
Incorporated is Tarion certified, 
and Rick and his team have been 
designing, building and project 
managing executive custom 
home builds and renovations in 
our area for several years. Creating 
a custom cabinet manufacturing 
facility right here in Collingwood 
was a natural progression for 
the company and so Xtreme 
Kitchens & Closets was created!

Our team of experienced 
cabinetmakers and designers 
strive for excellence everyday.  

Xtreme Kitchens & Closets 
collaborates with area designers 
and contractors to create 
breathtaking modern custom 
kitchen, closet and vanity designs. 

Xtreme Kitchens & Closets 
boasts a state-of-the art custom 
CNC router, an edge bander and 
a custom paint booth in-house. 
We produce precision quality 
cabinetry and millworking at 
affordable prices. We are very 
pleased to be able to make 
entire kitchens in our production 
centre every week. We don’t 
outsource to big city suppliers 
with long wait times. 

We control the entire 
process from design, to build, to 
installation. 

If you need a new custom 
kitchen, closet or vanity, please call 
Rick to set up an appointment to 
start designing your dream today!  
Serving Collingwood,  
Blue Mountains and the 
surrounding areas  
xtremekitchenscollingwood@
gmail.com | 519.374.5737
xtremekitchensandclosets.ca 
(launching Feb 20/22)
(Please see ad on pg 101)
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Continued on page 132

VAN ALLAN DESIGN 
CENTRE
If describing two years of 
pandemic life by colour, it would 
probably be grey – a safe neutral. 
Now emerging are bright, 
energetic colours – lime green, 
neon yellow, candy floss pink, 
grape, repeating what happened 
after the great recession of 2008. 
While a hot pink sofa is not for 
everyone, anyone can toss in a 
few bright and lively cushions, 
perhaps with a piece of artwork 
that tickles the eyeballs. 

One trending colour palette 
easily adopted are earth tones: 
rich greens, russet, browns and 
blues. Camel is the new grey – 
going with every other colour and 
giving warmth. Benjamin Moore’s 
colour of the year is October Mist 
– a gently shaded sage green.

Our front desk and office 
were recently renovated with the 
surfaces topped in Cambria’s 
gorgeous Sutherland quartz. 
Faced in tambour, a flexible 
grooved wooden decorative 
surfacing material and locally 
handcrafted, it was sprayed with 
Benjamin Moore’s Mysterious, a 
dark grey navy. Do stop in and 
have a look.

Like so many other 
businesses, supply chains have 
been challenging. Luckily the 
majority of our product is from 
Canadian companies, many 
within 200 km. 

We are looking forward to 
spring, attending actual trade 
shows and another small thing – 
every day from now until summer 
solstice has two more minutes of 
daylight!
150 First St, Collingwood
705.293.HOME (4663)
vanallandesign.com
(Please see ad on pg 53)

FOREST HILL  
REAL ESTATE INC. 
COLLINGWOOD
Forest Hill Real Estate is a 
leader in the Canadian real 
estate market boasting offices 
throughout Ontario and 
Internationally with over 1,000 
real estate professionals. This 
long-established, reputable 
and exceptional real estate 
brand is now celebrating its 
third year in Collingwood and 
the surrounding Georgian  
Bay area.

The brokerage’s in-depth 
understanding of the changing 
marketplace and the subtle 
nuances of completing a real 
estate transaction are the 
fundamental principles behind 
Forest Hill’s success. Our 
agents intimately understand 
the neighborhoods, the 
marketplace and the art of 
negotiation and how to satisfy 
buyers and sellers alike, with 
a professional, personal and 
informed approval.

Our team is comprised of 
local real estate professionals 
committed to selling some 
of the most desired homes in 
Southern Georgian Bay. Here, 
our mission is to work together 
to build growing opportunities 
with professional results. Let us 
know what you’re looking for.
705.999.5590
foresthillcollingwood.com
(Please see ad on pg 27)
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Casual living & comfortable decor & gifts  
because everyone’s home 

should be their HAVEN.

TWO LOCATIONS

54 Hurontario St., Colingwood
302B Lakeshore Rd., Oakville
havenhomegift.com

ASPHALT  •  CONCRETE

RESIDENTIAL   •  COMMERCIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL

www.roadreadiepaving.com
705.719.0074 • 1.855.607.PAVE

AUTOMOW 
We are proud to be the 
first gasless outdoor power 
equipment dealership in 
South Georgian Bay. We carry 
Ambrogio Robotic mowers 
and Greenworks Commercial 
outdoor power equipment 
for the most discriminating 
lawncare guru. 

New to the Ambrogio line 
this year is the Twenty ZR, 
which is the second mower 
from Ambrogio that doesn’t 
require a perimeter wire for 
installation. Other new models 
to watch for are the Twenty 25 
and Twenty 29 models which 
will be launching closer to 
June of this year. Also new this 
year is a 20” inch bar chainsaw 
from Greenworks Commercial 
and a two-stage snowblower 
which will be coming in the fall 
of 2022. So, lots of innovation 
in a growing market segment. 

Whatever your outdoor 
lawn maintenance needs might 
be, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to us to see what 
product we can recommend. 
We have everything to help 
you be greener, cleaner, and 
more efficient than you ever 
thought possible.  

Contact us today to 
schedule an appointment 
to visit our showroom and 
explore these exciting 
products and see how we can 
help you maximize your free 
time and space.  
automow.ca
(Please see ad on pg 127)
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VAILLANCOURT DESIGN 
Renovating or updating your 
home can be a daunting task 
for people. Vaillancourt Design 
can take the stress out of this 
experience, with 25 plus years 
of experience in renovation, 
redesign or simple refresh.

We focus on the client’s 
vision and lifestyle to elevate 
their spaces to the highest 
standards in design. 

With the new world we live 
in, lifestyles have changed 
dramatically, and the need to 
make functional alterations 
to your existing home have 
become a necessity. The 
shift to working from home is 
probably here to stay. We are 
looking at multi-functional 
spaces in all areas of our 
homes, and taking advantage 
of unused spaces for much 
needed space.

If you are looking at making 
a builder home your own after 
you move in, changing the 
finishes is a must. Vaillancourt 
Design will walk you through 
the cost-effective changes to 
make your home a reflection 
of your personal taste. We also 
work with clients while they are 
in the building stage to make 
necessary changes to the basic 
model home, customizing 
ahead of future challenging 
changes.

If you simply want a refresh 
of your home, we are a new set 
of eyes to update furnishings 
and colour stories.
Carolyn Vaillancourt
cvaillandesign@gmail.com
905.713.5655 

 cvaillandesign
(Please see ad on pg 105)

SOTHEBY’S 
INTERNATIONAL REALTY –
APBLETT GROUP
While the Apblett Group 
are experts in their trading 
area, what happens when you 
need trusted advice outside 
of Southern Georgian Bay? 
Thankfully the Apblett Group’s 
connections within the Sotheby’s 
network is expansive. They 
have worked with various 
Sotheby’s partners all over 
the world. The Apblett Group 
have successfully connected 
clients with top tier agents in 
Costa Rica, Turks and Caicos, 
the Cayman Islands, France, 
England, Arizona, Seattle and 
Florida. If you’re looking closer 
to home, they work with various 
Sotheby’s partners throughout 
the GTA and Oakville as well. 
Trusted partnership is the key to 
a successful transaction and a 
lasting business relationship.

The passing of time has 
brought gains to real estate, 
but it has also brought new 
customers. Now more than 
ever people are changing the 
ways they work and invest. Both 
home and investments are now 
matching lifestyles and ethics 
like never before. There is a 
great sense of independence 
with the modern real estate 
buyer/seller, and because of this 
a real opportunity for client and 
agent to learn from one another. 

One thing that has not 
changed: a trusted partnership 
is the key to a successful 
transaction and a lasting 
business relationship.
Sotheby’s International  
Real Estate, Canada Brokerage 
705.888.2877 
apblettgroup@sothebysrealty.ca
(Please see ad on pg 17)

MAGGIE + DIX  
HOME AND GARDEN 
Located in the heart of 
downtown Meaford, Ontario at 
90 Sykes Street North, Maggie 
+ Dix is destination shopping 
if you are in the Georgian Bay 
area. 

Maggie + Dix launched their 
online shop March of 2020 and 
their quaint bricks and mortar 
store opened its doors in the 
Spring of 2021. 

Owned by Oakville transplant 
Christine Bourne, the store 
is fondly named after her 
Grandmothers, Margaret and 
Dorothy, and offers a beautiful, 
curated collection of home and 
garden décor. Discover what the 
locals already know – unique 
sourced items for every room in 
your home. 

Dress up your home with our 
beautiful table linens, pillows, 
throws, candles, tableware and 
more. 

Shop for everyone on your 
list – we have holiday gifts and 
décor. Need gift ideas? Check 
out our gift giving suggestions 
on our website. If you don’t see 
what you are looking for we have 
access to many suppliers, so if 
you are looking for an item big 
or small we can help you find it.
90 Sykes Street N, Meaford 
Shop online at  
maggieanddix.com
We ship across Canada
(Please see ad on pg 95)
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Barrie
705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

www.unitedlumber.caThe Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.

BRING US YOUR PROJECTS BIG AND SMALL
From new home builds, to home renovations, 
our experts can help you get the job done! 

Thank you
To everyone who parTicipaTed in The *virTual* holiday house Tour 2021. 

locaTionsnorTh.com

Sponsored By: & Net Proceeds to Royal LePage Shelter 
Foundation & Local Charities

Designers & Design Consultation:
Laurie Severn, Lagom172
Nancy Driscoll, Fresh Design
Julie Brown, Flair Style Company
Theo Flamenbaum Interiors
Sharon Croxon Design Inc

Gold Sponsors:
Vicki Bell
KW Collaborative Real Estate
The Kearns Group Real Estate Professionals 
Connor Whalen
Hawkins Ryerse Real Estate Group
The Allen Group
Linton & Whitton Group

Suppliers & Sponsors:
Chatterson’s Home Furniture 
Tom the Dreamer 
Kettlewells 
Fabbrica, The McEwen Group 
Nantucket
Mantra Yoga Studio

LocationsNorthHolidayHouseTour.com

The event raised over $24,500 from the ticket sales and donations!
The main beneficiary is the Royal LePage Shelter Foundation, which directly supports My Friend’s House in   
Collingwood. The sum also includes the donations made to each of the homeowners’ charity of choice. 

Holiday House Tour Ad (1).indd   1 2022-01-13   9:48:47 AM

THEO FLAMENBAUM 
INTERIORS 
Theo Flamenbaum Interiors 
brings the South Georgian Bay 
area a dynamic, impeccable, and 
client centric approach in Interior 
Design.

Theo Flamenbaum infuses 
a contemporary flair, and a 
functionality-based methodology 
that is fresh and current in all his 
projects. However, TFI’s process 
is to take your own aesthetic and 
elevate it by creating new and 
improved spaces reflective of your 
personality and lifestyle, while 
adding value to your real estate.

A two-hour design 
consultation is a great way to 
get objective and professional 
advice without the commitment 
to a full scope project. We go 
over the goals and challenges 
our customers are facing and 
propose solutions, colour 
consultations, and preliminary 
space planning. 

Our kitchen and bathroom 
renovations are thorough and 
anchored on the principles of 
functionality and style. We think 
of everything and have a proven 
system that allows us to stay on top 
of things, providing a smoother 
experience for our clients. 

Having resources within our 
reach to create custom and 
unique features also sets us apart 
when conceptualizing special 
projects and spaces. A custom 
headboard, a mural accent wall, 
or a bespoke custom-built piece 
are only a few examples of how 
we can add sophistication and 
elegance in every project.  
Contact us and let’s  
make your home more you!
theo@tfinteriors.ca
tfinteriors.ca | 416.799.9663
(Please see ad on pg 26)
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IMMERSPA 
Immerspa offers a full line 
of traditional and modern 
inground fibreglass spas. 
Intentionally designed for 
use for 12 months of the year, 
our spas offer the ultimate in 
luxury and relaxation.

Ideal for a custom designed 
yard or a new vision for an 
existing one, our spas are the 
focal point of any design. 

A Canadian owned and 
operated company, our spas 
are designed for use during 
freezing winter temperatures 
as well as hot summer ones. 

All our spas come jetted, 
plumbed and foamed, with all 
the equipment necessary to 
run them, including the spa 
pack/heater, pump and filter. 

Our spas ship all over North 
America and beyond. The 
entire spa collection includes 
traditional, luxuriously curved 
designs, as well as modern, 
sleek, contemporary spas, 
suitable for every taste.
Call 844.663.7772  
for an estimate or  
pricelist complete with  
a comprehensive installation 
guide and a team of 
professionals trained to  
help every step of the way 
immerspa.com
(Please see ad on pg 51)

MARVIN CANADA
Marvin Canada is a fourth-
generation family-owned and 
operated business, offering 
unparalleled value with 
craftsman-quality construction, 
energy-efficient technology, and 
the industry’s most extensive 
selection of shapes, styles, sizes, 
and options.

Our main offices are in 
Mississauga, Halifax, Montreal, 
Burnaby, and Kelowna. Marvin 
products are also distributed 
nationally through a network 
of independent dealers in 
Ontario, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba.

As people spend more time 
indoors, we recognize that our 
work isn’t just about building 
better windows and doors – it’s 
about opening new possibilities 
for how people live, work, think 
and feel inside a Marvin space.

Whether you’re building your 
dream home, renovating, or 
simply looking to replace your 
windows and doors, we have a 
solution for you. 

All of our window and door 
products are made-to-order with 
premium materials that range from 
wood, wood-clad to fiberglass. 
Depending on the age and style 
of your home or business, we can 
customize the design, the finish, 
and the hardware to make sure it 
reflects your vision and stays within 
your budget.

No matter the scope of the 
project, we can help make your 
vision become a reality.
Call 1.800.263.6161  
or visit marvincanada.com  
to learn more 
(Please see ad on pg 124)

WE DO THE WORK SO  
YOU CAN SPEND MORE 
TIME DOING THINGS 
YOU LOVE TO DO 
WorkHorse Concierge Solutions 
was founded in 2017. It is built 
on a foundation of integrity, trust 
and experience in the provision 
of a variety of property related 
services for seasonal and full-time 
homeowners in the Southern 
Georgian Bay area. In addition to 
services provided by our in-house 
team, we have developed an 
extensive network of specialty 
trades and products, in order 
to deliver convenient one-stop 
solutions to clients.

SERVICES: We earned our 
wings by delivering, splitting and 
stacking aged, quality, fireplace 
ready hardwoods and we are now 
offering some great specialty 
woods. Our weekly property 
inspection and walk-throughs 
with a proactive risk management 
approach is another service which 
is in high demand and offers 
clients peace of mind.

QUALIFICATIONS: Geoff 
has a lifetime involvement and 
active volunteer engagement 
in the ski racing community and 
understands the need for clients 
to maximize their leisure time. 
This understanding led to the 
philosophy of “We do the work 
so you can spend more time 
doing the things you love to do”. 
We are properly insured and 
are members of the Thornbury 
Builders and Trades Association.
Please call 416.560.3102 to 
arrange an appointment;
for additional information visit 
workhorseconcierge.com
*Covid safety protocols ensure 
masks are always worn upon 
entry of any residence.
(Please see ad on pg 107)
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CHECKERBOARD
DIY

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
TARA CHATTELL

AFTER A FUN DAY IN 
THE SNOW, ENJOY A 
GAME OF CHECKERS 
BY THE FIRE ON YOUR 
VERY OWN HANDMADE 
CHECKERBOARD. IT’S 
EASY TO MAKE AND 
WILL DOUBLE AS A 
PRETTY DECORATIVE 
TRAY WHEN NOT IN 
GAME MODE.

DIYCheckerboard.indd   2 2022-01-13   2:17 PM

Continued on page 138

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

BUYER OF STANDING TIMBER  |  ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN  |  T&G SIDING

WHITE PINE FLOORING  |  POST & BEAM
Call us for current pricing and availability.

www.moggievalleytimber.ca

General Contractors, Renovations, Home Improvement

Ask us about...
4	Home Renovations of All Types - Large or Small
4 Custom Homes and Additions 
4	Kitchens, Bathrooms, Basements
4 Decks, Fences, Patios, Screened-In Porches
4	House checks while you are away

Free Estimates 
705-994-5100   info@peakliving.ca

PeakLiving.ca

info@logfurnitureandmore.ca • 800.557.0985 x 2

Beds • Bunks • Dining Tables • Muskoka Chairs • Saunas 
Bedding • Lighting • Decor • Pool Tables • Hammocks

Shipped Directly to Your Home or Cottage.

www.logfurni tureandmore . ca

SHOP ONLINE

IMAGINE RELAXING IN A BARREL 
SAUNA AFTER SKIING ALL DAY

MANY DESIGNS AVAILABLE
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To create a thin border around your game 
area, run a strip of tape down the right and 
left sides of the board, measure 1/8 inch 
from there and run a parallel strip of tape 
on each side. Put a small piece of tape at 
the top and bottom of the parallel strips 
of tape to ensure the painted lines will not 
exceed the play area. Paint inside the taped 
areas with your darkest colour and allow to 
dry. Remove the tape, turn the board and 
repeat with the remaining two sides.

Once your board and checker pieces are 
completely dry, you can coat with chalk 
paint wax.

Attach your handles along the side, making 
sure to countersink the screws on the 
underside so that the board sits flat.

Now you’re ready to play!  OH

Measure and find the centre of the 
wood board and draw a light line using 
a ruler and pencil. Run a strip of painter’s 
tape along the right edge of the pencil 
line. Using two small pieces of painter’s 
tape as spacers, run another strip of 
tape parallel to the first strip. Repeat 
one more time on the right side of the 
board and then two more times on the 
left side of the board until you have 
five parallel strips of tape on the board. 
Remove spacers. Rotate the board 
counterclockwise and repeat with five 
more strips of tape. Remove spacers. 
Now you have a grid. 

Using your medium shade of paint, 
paint inside the squares you’ve created. 
Allow to dry and paint a second coat 
before removing the tape. Allow to dry 
completely before moving along to the 
next step.

Cover your painted squares with more 
strips of painter’s tape, turn the board and 
repeat until you have another grid pattern 
with five strips of tape running in both 
directions. Using your medium shade of 
paint again, paint two coats inside your 
taped squares. Remove tape and allow 
to dry completely. Tip: Chalk-based paint 
works well for this project because it dries 
fast and allows you to move along with 
the taping process quickly.

TOOLS AND MATERIALS

13-½ by 13-½-inch piece of 
¾-inch thick wood

24 wood 1-1/8-inch checker pieces 
(ours are from Lee Valley)

Pencil

Ruler

1.41-inch painter’s tape

Paintbrushes

Paint in three different shades 
(we’ve chosen Country Chic 
chalk-based paint in Crinoline, 
Lazy Linen and Pebble Beach)

Chalk paint wax (we’ve used 
Annie Sloan)

Drill

2 cabinet door handles 
with hardware

HOW-TO

Paint a 13-½ by 13-½-inch piece of wood 
with your lightest colour and let dry.

Paint half of the checker pieces in your 
lightest colour and the other half in your 
darkest colour and let dry. Tip: Paint the 
top first and let dry, then the bottom and 
let dry before finishing around the sides.

DIYCheckerboard.indd   3 2022-01-13   2:17 PM

the country estate, 
rethought.

GEORGIAN
COMMUNITIES

Another project developed by:braestone.ca705.727.5656

Braestone is an award winning country estate community located in the 

heart of the Horseshoe Valley. Inspired by the farmhouses, barns, and sheds 

of the Oro-Medonte region, the homesteads are an authentic reflection of 

refined country living with four seasons of outdoor activities at its doorstep. 

Hiking, skating, apple picking and maple sugar tapping are just a few of 

the many remarkable activities homeowners experience living at Braestone.

We invite you to join in our vision and become part of Oro-Medonte’s 
finest community. Contact us today to learn more.

Distinctive and timeless bungalow, loft and two-storey homesteads 
on a selection of 1/2 acre to over 1 acre valley and ridge lots. 

welcome to braestone.
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Ingredients 
MACARONI

454 g elbow macaroni noodles 

3 Tbsp butter 

¼ cup all-purpose flour 

2 cups milk 

1 cup heavy cream 

2 cups shredded cheese 
(a mix of cheddar and Gruyère 
is recommended)

Salt and pepper, to taste 

PANKO TOPPING 

1 cup panko breadcrumbs 

2 Tbsp melted butter 

¼ cup parmesan cheese, 
finely shredded

Directions 
Preheat oven to 350˚F.

In a large pot of boiling 
water, cook macaroni noodles 
according to package directions.

In a medium-size pot over 
medium-high heat, melt butter, 
then whisk in flour. Cook for 1 
minute, whisking constantly.

Slowly add milk and cream 
while continuing to whisk. You’ll 
want to add the liquid gradually 
so it doesn’t begin to clump. 
Continue to whisk until mixture 
begins to thicken. 

Remove from heat and add 
shredded cheese. Stir until 
cheese is melted. 

Prepare the panko crumble 
topping by mixing all 
ingredients together.

In a 9 by 11-inch oven-safe 
dish (or several smaller dishes), 
combine the sauce with 
the noodles.

Cover with panko crumble and 
bake for 15-20 minutes until 
golden and bubbly.  OH

CLASSIC BAKED
Mac &
   Cheese

RECIPE & PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This is a true classic recipe you can take to your 
next potluck. Prepare it ahead of time, freeze 
and bake when needed.

ClassicBakedMacaroniAndCheese.indd   2 2021-10-25   2:54 PM

excavating services • septic system installations
professional electrical contracting

shoreline work • trucking & hauling

                         

BabsandCastles@gmail.com  |  babsandcastles.com

2040 Ellesmere Rd, Unit 1, Toronto
416-438-7213 • 1-800-570-2870

anigwindows.com

Canadian owned & operated  
since 1986

We have been crafting custom windows and doors  
for Canadian climates for 36 years.

Your vision and our expertise ensures your complete satisfaction  
with our high quality products.
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Create a warm welcome  
with outdoor lighting.

ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

GAME ON WITH THE BX.

Kubota tractors are built to challenge Canadian winters. Packing up 

to 25.5 horsepower, the BX can capably load and dump snow when 

temperatures drop. You’ll also have the power to plow, sweep and 

blow through mountains of snow all season long. Winter doesn’t 

seem so intimidating now, does it?

kubota.ca  |  

Meaford - (519) 538-1660
Owen Sound - (519) 376-5880
Stayner - (705) 428-3132

www.earthpowertractors.com

EPT010

The Kubota Z200 gives you commercial-grade mowing at home, 

offering unprecedented style, comfort and performance. The fabricated 

welded mower decks give you professional-level cutting performance 

from 42" to 54", while the ergonomic design provides superior comfort 

and easy operation. Whatever the mowing job, you can count on the 

Z200 to deliver power, speed and mowing performance.

kubota.ca  |  

PERFORMS LIKE A PRO.

Meaford - (519) 538-1660
Owen Sound - (519) 376-5880
Stayner - (705) 428-3132

www.earthpowertractors.com

EPT010

EARTHPOWER_SP21.indd   1 2021-03-03   3:57 PM

Kubota tractors are built to challenge Canadian winters. Packing up 
to 25.5 horsepower, the BX can capably load and dump snow when 
temperatures drop. You’ll also have the power to plow, sweep and 
blow through mountains of snow all season long. Winter doesn’t 
seem so intimidating now, does it?

Custom homes 
backed by excellent 

workmanship & service.



N
Their private, unique and rustic property is located at the end of a street off 
Beachwood Drive not far from the ski hills they adore. “We loved its rural feel 
while being close to town,” Natalie says.

Natalie and Ben welcomed two sons, Kirby, 5, and Henry, 3, to their 
family while creating a home to suit their needs and lifestyle. They recently 
completed their second major renovation.

HOMEImprovement
STORY NICOLE EGAN

PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Natalie Kirby and Ben McMillan both moved to 
Collingwood in 2010, meeting online three years later. 
“Our first date was at Beaver and Bulldog,” Natalie 
says. “You might call it love at first sight. We bought 
this house together five months later, were engaged 
after seven months and married the next year.”

“WE THOUGHT ‘LET’S MAKE 
OUR HOUSE THE ONLY PLACE 
WE WANT TO BE.’ ” – Natalie Kirby

Alair Homes Collingwood enclosed the front porch adding large banks 
of windows and a glass front door. The new space contains a large 
mudroom with plenty of storage and a light-filled dining room. Norcol 
Custom Exteriors supplied the door and windows. LEFT TOP: As dusk 
settles in, welcoming outdoor lights shine through the snow-covered 
trees that surround the home on a quiet cul-de-sac. BOTTOM LEFT: 
Chair with warm blankets and comfortable cushions are positioned 
around the firepit on the rear deck.

Continued on page 146
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Phase one happened in 2017 after Kirby was born. Alair Homes 
Collingwood – supported by Adam Vokes of Mountainside 
Design and Jessica Flynn of The Flynn Collaboration – 
enclosed the front porch and turned it into a mudroom and dining 
room. “We also expanded the kitchen to include more cabinetry,” 
says Natalie. “We added a fourth bedroom in the loft with a 
linen closet and renovated the primary bath with a new vanity 
and soaker tub.”

When the pandemic hit, Natalie and Ben expanded and 
improved the outside, adding a new fibreglass pool and guest 
house last summer. 

“We thought ‘let’s make our house the only place we want to 
be,’ ” says Natalie. “In the summer, the pool and guest house are 
exactly where we want to be all the time.” Glen Hynes of Grizzly 
Landscaping completed the landscaping with plants and flowers 
from Clearview Nursery Ltd. 

LEFT: Ben, Natalie, Kirby and Henry enjoy 
hot chocolate at the dining table after playing 
outside in the snow. Wood trim on the windows is 
highlighted by the Benjamin Moore Cloud White 
walls. ABOVE: Three-year-old Henry offers the 
peace sign. BELOW: Baloo sits in his favourite 
spot, watching for squirrels and arriving guests. 
OPPOSITE: In the dining room an oak barrel 
has been repurposed as a wine rack. Tile for the 
heated floor was sourced at Georgian Design 
Centre. The live-edge dining table was custom 
made by The Furniture Barn. Chairs are from 
Home Décor + More.

Continued on page 149

146  |  ourhomes   S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2 ourhomes   S K I  S E A S O N  2 0 2 2   |  147

feature



Looking back, adding to the front of the 
house with a six-month-old in tow may 
have been a little overwhelming at the time. 
“We were so glad when the work was done,” 
says Natalie. “However, renovating with 
a baby is definitely easier than it is with 
a toddler!” Norcol Custom Exteriors 
supplied windows and the front door, which 
provides entry to the open plan area that is 
both spacious and cosy at once. They love 
sitting in front of their newly finished living 
room fireplace by Georgian Masonry & 
Construction Inc.

Natalie displays her collection of Rae 
Dunn pottery in the new kitchen cabinetry 
by Infinite Design & Interiors, which 
also supplied bathroom counters, vanities 
and built-ins. The entire house is painted 
Benjamin Moore Cloud White. “We’ve 
always preferred to decorate with colour and 
accents versus paint,” says Natalie. 

The stone fireplace surround in the living room 
was installed by Georgian Masonry & Construction 
Inc. Rena Schafer Consulting selected and ordered 
the fireplace insert. A leather sectional is large 
enough for the whole family to gather for movie 
nights. OPPOSITE, TOP: The staircase to the 
bedrooms has custom gates at the top and the 
bottom to keep the boys safe. The growth chart 
hangs at the bottom of the stairs and has been 
personalized with the couple’s initials. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Winter evenings are spent playing the 
piano and singing. The sound resonates in the 
double-height living room. BOTTOM RIGHT: Two 
antique chairs sit by the fire. Two buffalo-check 
ottomans offer additional seating. The area rug is 
from Home Décor + More.

Continued on page 150
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The couple shop local as much 
as possible. They purchased 
their window coverings from 
Shades & Shutters, their tile 
from Georgian Design Centre 
and often find furniture at 
Home Décor & More.

A custom family portrait from 
Kayla Gale sets the stage in the 
upstairs loft close to a cherished 
travel map. “I’ve always loved 
the map, it’s a great reminder 
of all the places we’ve been and 
the memories made along the 
way,” says Natalie. 

The boys’ bedroom provides 
Henry and Kirby space to play 
and grow. They already share 
their parents’ love of skiing and 
are taking lessons at Toronto 
Ski Club, thanks to Mom 
and Dad’s membership at the 
Collingwood Ski Club, which 
partners with TSC. Continued on page 152

The rustic beams are counter balanced 
by the granite-topped contemporary 
cabinetry. The pine door leads to the rear 
deck and pool, installed by Pool Products 
Canada. OPPOSITE, TOP: The glass cabinet 
over the coffee bar is filled with Natalie’s 
collection of Rea Dunn pottery. Cabinetry 
is by Infinite Design & Interiors. BOTTOM: 
The kitchen island does double duty when 
Ben and Natalie entertain. Chilled wine and 
charcuterie are ready for guests.
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Natalie and Ben’s bedroom is also 
upstairs. A custom bed from The 
Furniture Barn provides the focal point 
for rest, while a Peloton pandemic addition 
supports indoor exercise. There’s a new 
soaker tub in the en suite for Mom to enjoy 
some “me time.” 

Next on the couple’s wishlist is a 
completely new kitchen, but that’s a 
few years away. Continued on page 154

The bed in the primary bedroom is custom by The Furniture Barn and 
dressed in a terry bedspread with matching pillow shams. Blinds were 
sourced at Shades & Shutters. ABOVE LEFT: In the upper landing, a map of 
the world is highlighted with locations Ben and Natalie have visited and is 
a reminder of memories made. The most important mark? Home. ABOVE 
MIDDLE: A custom family portrait graces the wall on the landing outside 
the primary bedroom. ABOVE RIGHT: In the primary en suite, the vessel tub 
sits on original flooring under a window that overlooks the pool. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: A dormer in the primary bedroom is the perfect size for the Peloton 
bike, a pandemic addition.
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PLUMBING, HEATING, A/C, GEOTHERMAL & WATER TREATMENT
Collingwood • Markdale • Owen Sound • Durham 

519-371-5815 • 519-986-3307 • 800-661-5796 • 519-369-1011
northern@sandyhamilton.ca

You can count on Heil® heating  
and cooling systems for 
quiet, energy-efficient  
and reliable performance, backed  
by outstanding warranties. 

Home comfort  
you can 
depend on.

Red Apple  
Electric

Heather McIlwee
Master Electrician 
ECRA/ESA #7012230

Collingwood/Blue/Thornbury/Meaford
705.716.3738
redappleelectric@gmail.com

705-999-4570

K E V I N  B L A I R  .  L A U R I E  B L A I R
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Natalie has some advice for other young 
families embarking on major renovations. “Plan, 
plan, plan!” she says. “Hire an expert to provide 
recommendations on how to best use your space. 
Hire amazing contractors who share your vision. 
Manage your expectations and plan for setbacks, 
something will always creep up and it’s important 
to roll with it to avoid stress and anxiety.” Above 
all, she says, be prepared for chaos and mess. “We 
completed our first renovation with a newborn, 
which was challenging but our second major 
renovation was with two toddlers, which brings 
another set of challenges too. Think about what 
stage your kids will be at and what will work best 
for your family.”

Natalie, Ben and their kids are at the best stage 
of their lives and enjoying their newly renovated 
slice of heaven.  OH

LEFT: Kirby and Henry have matching beds that resemble 
tents. Warm flannel bedding and fluffy quilts entice the 
boys to bed at night after a busy day on the slopes. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The arched window on the upper 
landing casts sunlight down into the living room. A 
Hudson’s Bay blanket hangs on the safety gate. MIDDLE: 
Books in the boys’ room are displayed for ease in picking 
a bedtime story. RIGHT: Linen storage is located behind 
the sliding barn door. A gooseneck sconce illuminates 
a map of the world and a poem that tells the boys how 
much they are loved.

Imagine your home, TOTALLY organized!
Custom Closets   •   G arage Cabinets   •   Home O ff ices   •   Pantr ies   •   Laundr y  Rooms  •   Hobby Rooms

Walk-in Closet

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

www.closetsbydesign.ca®

1-877-636-7773

Bedroom Closet Garage Cabinets Laundry RoomHome Office

Plus FREE INSTALLATION
40% off any order of $1000 or more, or 30% off any order of $700-$1000, on any complete custom Closet, Garage or Home Office unit.  

Not valid with any other offer.  Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more.  
With incoming order, at time of purchase only. 

NOW OFFERING  
Financing!
With approved credit. Call or  
ask your designer for details.  

Not available in all areas.

OH
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ROOM
GROWto STORY MICHELLE BERWICK

PHOTOGRAPHY LARRY ARNAL

The return of childhood: Prior to March 
2020, our kids were being pushed to 
their limits. Full-time school, homework 
and tutoring after school, sports, 
music lessons, martial arts, birthday 
parties every weekend. Bam! The 
pandemic hit. Finding ourselves at 
home for weeks at a time, the need for 
whimsy and daydreaming became a 
thing again. So we’re back to creating 
spaces for fun and creativity at home. 
Their bedrooms are a great place to 
start. Here are some of our favourite 
whimsical kids’ rooms.

Pretty
in Pink

A bedroom 
that is just as 
bright and 
special as the 
little one who 
gets to call 
either one of 
these spaces 
their own. 

RoomToGrow.indd   2 2021-08-26   2:40 PM

Continued on page 158

Picture Yourself...

“Living the Georgian Bay Life in Style”

Interior Designer 
& Home Stager

705-444-0839
www.designs-by-andrea.ca

Designs by 
Andrea

D 2021M098 Collingwood Print
3.5” x 2.3”

705.422.0114
julie-waltho@mollymaid.ca

mollymaid.ca

Get out & enjoy winter!
We’ll do the cleaning for you.

www.environmentalpestcontrol.ca  •  1-800-263-5055

LOCAL EXPERTS SINCE 1988

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect, 
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Simone Sterio-Risk Account Executive
T: 705.888.1959  E: simone.steriorisk@ourhomes.ca

• Friendly, Uniformed
   Painters

• Start and Finish
   On Time

• Exceptional
   Communication

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE, NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE TODAY

1-888-WOW-1DAY | WOW1DAY.COM

519.925.0663 
www.jdccustomhomes.ca

Homes • Additions • Renovations • Maintenance
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Michelle Berwick is an award-winning 
published designer and principal 
and creative founder of Michelle 
Berwick Design.

A bedroom fit for two. Sharing a bedroom can be a struggle, 
but if this were my room I’d be happy to share it!

Blue Heaven

A themed 
element adds a 
personal touch. 
Here we brought 
a sophisticated 
nod to a nautical, 
cottage vibe 
through small 
accessories 
that can easily 
change out as 
tastes evolve.

This room is easy to accessorize with 
your child’s favourite things. Blue is the 
perfect backdrop to add personality. 

An outdoorsy mountain 
mural creates a serene 
and tranquil spot for 
growing up.

You can have a ton of fun 
creating a special place for your 
little one to grow up. Playing 
with colours, textures, wall decals 
and décor will set the stage for 
creativity to run wild and dreams 
to become endless.  OH

RoomToGrow.indd   3 2021-08-26   2:40 PM

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Have us install a fireplace in your home. 

We specialize in concrete floor coatings, decorative concrete resurfacing, custom concrete  
diamond polishing and more. Whether it be your garage or shop floor, large agricultural 

or industrial equipment, we professionally apply the products to protect them all!  

Has your concrete, flooring, pool, or deck become unsightly, old and damaged?
Extreme Linings and Coatings can provide

519-375-6586  extremelac.com

Coatings • Linings • Resurfacing • Garage Flooring 
Protective Polyurethane Coatings • Home or Office Flooring

Concrete Overlays • Agricultural Equipment Coatings
Decorative Concrete Resurfacing • Industrial Coating
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ACCOMMODATIONS/LODGING/ 
RENTALS
Via Haus Management, 105

APPLIANCES
Chatterson’s Home Furniture & Appliances, 5
Macdonalds Furniture & Appliances, 63
Tom The Dreamer Mattresses  
	 & Appliances, 19

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/ 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
A. Slade Architects Inc., 81
Abbott Design, 101
Janssen Design, 143

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Brights Gallery, 81
Woven Handmade, 81

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME  
TECHNOLOGY
Balaklava, 99
Red Brick Group, 87

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Tom The Dreamer Mattresses  
	 & Appliances, 19

BUILDERS
A.M. Contracting, 123
Absolute Craftsmen Ltd., 47
Alair Homes, 153
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 11
Blake Farrow Project Management, 31
Bob Armstrong Construction, 97
Coulter Dawe and Asssociates, 9
Dutch Quality Contracting, 143
Evolution Custom Building, 93
Great Lakes Custom Homes, 131
JA Custom Homes, 16
JDC Custom Homes Inc., 157
JMH Custom Homes, 105
L. Patten & Sons Ltd., 34
Legendary Group, 37
Mazenga Building Group Ltd., 49
McLean Contracting, 99
Modern Homes by Timo, 69
NobleCraft, 28
PattyMac, 125
Peak Living, 137

Scot-Build, 95
Triberg Construction, 107
Valleyview Construction, 108
VanderMeer Homes Ltd., 87

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
13forty Landscape Supplies, 121
Knights’ Home Building Centre, 121
Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 137
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 135

CABINETS & MILLWORK/CARPENTRY/ 
FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 
FURNITURE
Corinthian Kitchen & Bath Studio, 93
Log Furniture & More, 137

CLEANING
Molly Maid, 157

CONCIERGE
WorkHorse Concierge Solutions, 107, 134

CONSIGNMENT
Loved You Madly, 41

COUNTERTOPS
City Stone, 34

ELECTRICAL
Clearlite Electrical, 143
Red Apple Electric, 153

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
Clearlite Excavating & Haulage, 141

EXTERIOR FINISHES/IMPROVEMENTS
JDC Custom Homes Inc., 157

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Chantico Fireplace Gallery, 18
The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 159

FITNESS/WELLNESS
Mitchell Fitness Centre, 65

FLOORING
Deans Carpet One Floor & Home, 108
Georgian Design Centre, 22
Knights’ Home Building Centre, 121
Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 137
PR Antique Flooring, 107

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Collingwood Flowers & Home Decor, 26
Kettlewells, 119

FOOD & DRINK/RESTAURANTS/ 
CATERING/DELI
Babs & Castles, 130, 141

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Aspen & Ivey, by Catherine Staples  
	 Interiors, 67
Bespoke by Carol, 105
Chatterson’s Home Furniture & Appliances, 5
Clerkson’s Home Store, 79
Collingwood Flowers & Home Decor, 26
FAD Inc. (Farrow Arcaro Design), 123
Haven Home & Gift, 133
Heirloom142, 65
Joshua Creek Trading Furniture &  
	 Home Decor, 23
Kettlewells, 119
Lagom142, 65
Loved You Madly, 41
Macdonalds Furniture & Appliances, 63
Maggie + Dix, 95, 132
The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 159
Van Allan Design Centre, 53, 130
White Hill Home, 3

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES
Maxwell Garden Center, 127
Riverside Greenhouses, 28

GEOTHERMAL
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing  
	 & Heating Inc., 153

HEATING & COOLING
Affordable Comfort Heating & Cooling, 131
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing  
	 & Heating Inc., 153

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
A.M. Contracting, 123
Dutch Quality Contracting, 143
Great Lakes Custom Homes, 131
JDC Custom Homes Inc., 157
Peak Living, 137
Ready Pine, 153
Scot-Build, 95
TDI Construction, 107
Vaillancourt Design, 105, 132

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email simone.steriorisk@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.888.1959.

HOME SECURITY
Red Brick Group, 87

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Aspen & Ivey, by Catherine Staples  
	 Interiors, 67
Bespoke by Carol, 105
Designs by Andrea, 157
FAD Inc. (Farrow Arcaro Design), 123
Gillian & Co. Interior Design Inc., 24
Heirloom142, 65
Lagom142, 65
NobleCraft, 28
TF Interiors, 26, 134
Vaillancourt Design, 105, 132
Van Allan Design Centre, 53, 130

KITCHEN & BATH
Aeon Kitchens & Designs, 81
Collingwood Kitchen & Bath  
	 Design Centre, 13
Corinthian Kitchen & Bath Studio, 93
Downsview Kitchens, 10
Georgian Design Centre, 22
Knights’ Home Building Centre, 121
Lindsay Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry, 43
Xtreme Kitchens & Closets Inc., 101, 130

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
Automow, 127, 132
Earth Power Tractors and Equipment, 142
Heartwood Landscape Companies, 47
Oasis North Landscapes, 91
Outdoor Reflections, 35
The Landmark Group, 2
Williams Outdoors Inc., 69
Zeng Landscaping, 36

LANDSCAPE/OUTDOOR LIGHTING
Heartwood Landscape Companies, 47

LIGHTING
Georgian Design Centre, 22
Van Allan Design Centre, 53, 130

MACHINERY/SMALL EQUIPMENT/
FARM SUPPLIES
Automow, 127, 132
Earth Power Tractors and Equipment, 142

MASONRY/STONEWORK
Steve’s Masonry, 109

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Braestone, 139

ORGANIZATION/STORAGE
Closets by Design, 155
Xtreme Kitchens & Closets Inc., 101, 130

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Maxwell Garden Center, 127

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 14
Birch & Benjamin, 14
Heirloom142, 65
Knights’ Home Building Centre, 121
Lagom142, 65
Robinson’s Paint & Wallpaper, 14
Stayner Home Hardware, 14
WOW 1 Day Painting, 157

PAVING/CEMENT/CONCRETE/ 
INTERLOCK
Extreme Linings and Coatings, 159
Road Readie Paving, 133

PEST CONTROL
Environmental Pest Control, 157

PLANNING & PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Kristine Loft / Loft Planning Inc., 65

PLUMBING
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing  
	 & Heating Inc., 153

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS
ImmerSpa, 51, 134
Thornbury Clear Choice Pools & Spas, 91

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/ 
MAINTENANCE
Property Valet Collingwood, 20

REAL ESTATE
Century 21 Millennium Inc –  
	 Eva Landreth, 21
Chestnut Park, 29
Chestnut Park – Eva Dalton &  
	 Jennifer O’Brien, 53
Chestnut Park – The Picot Team, 8
Clairwood – Rioux Baker  
	 Real Estate Team, 33
Clairwood Real Estate Corporation, 82&83

Engel & Völkers – McGregor Hahne  
	 Group, 15
Forest Hill Realty, 27, 130
Lifestyles North – Steve Simon,  
	 Marla Simon, 164
RE/MAX Four Seasons Realty Limited –  
	 Doug Gillis, Maddy Gillis, 137
RE/MAX Four Seasons Realty Limited –  
	 Janet Piotrowski, 79
RE/MAX Four Seasons Realty Limited –  
	 Riopelle-Veer Group, 163
Royal LePage Locations North Realty, 6&7
Royal LePage Locations North Realty –  
	 Heather Garner Real Estate, 119
Royal LePage Locations North Realty –  
	 Jane Moysey, Lorraine McDonald, 45
Sotheby’s Realty – Apblett Group, 17, 132
Sotheby’s Realty – Gilchrist Group, 25
Sotheby’s Realty –  Holly Stone, 41
Sutton Group Incentive Realty | Kay  
	 on the Bay – Kay Kriston, 97

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
Beaver Valley Outreach, 107

SPECIAL EVENTS
Holiday House Tour, 135

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 4

TRIM/MOULDING/CASING
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 4

VETERINARY SERVICES
Blue Mountain Veterinary, 49

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Ashtons Blinds.Draperies.Shutters, 119
Deans Carpet One Floor & Home, 108
Salnek’s Custom Window Treatments, 9

WINDOWS & DOORS
ANIG Window & Door Manufacturing, 141
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 4
Cedarport Window & Door Centre Inc., 12
Knights’ Home Building Centre, 121
Marvin Windows & Doors Canada, 124, 134
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Chef David Lee is an internationally recognized, award-
winning chef and restaurateur currently celebrated for 
his Planta group of restaurants in Toronto, Miami, Fort 

Lauderdale and New York City, with a major expansion in 
the works. He was born in London, England and grew up on 
the island nation of Mauritius off the east coast of Africa. He 
returned to England to train in the classic European system 
of kitchen apprenticeships and cooked for famous clients, 

including Prince Charles. He moved to Toronto where his first 
job was at Centro. He later acquired Splendido, then opened 

and operated Nota Bene for several years. He co-founded 
Planta with Steven Salm and now focuses on plant-based 

cuisine. Chef David recently relocated to Thornbury with his 
realtor wife Jennifer O’Brien, of Chestnut Park Real Estate 
Ltd., and daughters Indya and Devon, a recent law school 

graduate. Chef David graciously welcomed OUR HOMES to 
his newly renovated home in the heart of Thornbury.

OUR HOMES: What brought 
you to Thornbury?
Chef David Lee: Skiing at The Peaks 
brought us to the area many years 
ago. Devon was skiing at the time 
and we had a farm in Feversham. 
When Devon stopped skiing we 
sold the farm and stopped coming 
to the area until our younger 
daughter Indya started to ski. 
We fell in love with Thornbury 
and bought this house in 2019 
just before the lockdown. I was 
working in Florida, travelling 
back and forth to my Planta 
restaurants but also watching my 
family struggle. We made a big 
decision to move out of the city 
and enjoy a better quality of life.

OH: How has living here 
changed your lives?
CDL: Living here is like therapy 
for me. I get to decompress. I love 
cooking outside any time of day 
regardless of the weather. If I’m 
lighting a fire or cooking pizzas 
for the kids, the neighbours will 
come and we’ll share. We’re 
into boating up here too and 
it’s so beautiful. As much as I 
love Toronto there’s something 
so unique to be in a small 
community near the ski hills and 
five minutes away from Georgian 
Bay. The people are great; it’s like 
everyone around you is family. 

OH: The pandemic brought you 
to Thornbury but you still have 
a successful business to run. 
How’s that going?
CDL: We’ve learned to pivot. 
We’ve become more efficient 

as a business and we’re lucky 
that we’re still growing as 
a plant-based company. It’s 
a little tough right now but 
people want this to be over, 
they want to go to restaurants, 
they want to celebrate and eat 
plant-based food. Planta also 
offers nation-wide shipping in 
Canada and the U.S. 

OH: What are your local favourites?
CDL: We support as many local 
restaurants in and around 
Thornbury as we can. I start my 
day off at Good Grief Coffee; it’s a 
daily ritual. We love Bruce Wine 
Bar, Fabbrica, Venti Venti, and 
Bread & Butter in downtown 
Thornbury. Blackbird Pie Co. 
in Heathcote and Hearts in 
Kimberley are other favourites.

OH: What inspires your cooking? 
CDL: I get inspired by many 
things around me: Travel, my 
Planta team, the seasons and the 
availability of produce.

OH: Your comfort food:
CDL: Soup, sautéed rapini and my 
mother’s cooking. 

OH: Your signature dish:
CDL: Vegetable 
hotpot and noodles.

OH: Favourite kitchen tool: 
CDL: Pressure cooker.  OH
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122 Arrowhead Crescent, Blue Mountains
Ski home from Craigleith & Alpine Ski Clubs. This impressive 6,932 sq.’ mountain-side 
home, with expansive views across Georgian Bay, is perfect for family gatherings 
or entertaining. 7 beds, 5.5 baths, 5 wood burning fireplaces & 9’ and 10’ ceilings 
throughout. Impressive great room & dining room, huge gourmet kitchen, indoor spa 
area, hot tub, sauna. Designed by renowned Toronto architect, Joe Brennan.  A truly 
remarkable home in this prestigious neighbourhood. 

$3,499,900

214 Russell Street E, Thornbury 
Must-see stunning, very private .9 acre riverside home on a quiet dead-end street, walking 
distance to downtown Thornbury. This 4192 sq’, 5 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, home has 
a chalet feel, with soaring ceilings and a saltwater pool with a heated shower in the 
pool shed. Close to the ski hills, golf courses, Georgian Bay, hiking trails and all the other 
recreational activities this four-season playground has to offer. Approximately 1 km to the 
heart of Thornbury and its charming dining and retail offerings. 

$3,899,000
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