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YOUR DREAM - OUR PROMISE ! 
Visit us online for more details about our exciting 
upcoming communities in Kitchener-Waterloo

ACTIVA.CA

We are motivated by the people in our region, and strive to develop communities 
complete with a variety of housing types and sought-after amenities – we look to 
the future to inspire our actions and keep our homeowners’ lives in focus.

Building a new home can seem like an overwhelming process. That’s why we 
are dedicated to making every step understandable and enjoyable, and will 
be by your side every step of the way.

With Activa, you can start from scratch to ensure your home is a true refl ection 
of your taste and style. Our talented Design Team will work one-on-one with you 
to guide you through the design process.

Each of our homes comes backed with a one-year workmanship warranty, a two-year 
mechanics warranty, and a 7-year structural warranty. We are dedicated to answering 
any questions you may have about your new home so that your Activa experience is 
second-to-none.

 1. STRESS-FREE PROCESS

2. COMMUNITY BUILDING

3. YOUR DÉCOR!

4. INCLUSIVE WARRANTY

OUR
PROMISE

FEATURED: (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP) : 
THE SUMMERPEAK, THE MAGNOLIA CONTEMPORARY, 
THE MERIDIAN CONTEMPORARY, THE BROOKSIDE

Renderings and photography shown are artist concepts 
and may not be an accurate representation of the project or 
project surroundings. The information contained herein is 
subject to change without notice. E. & O. E.  MARCH. 2021.
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Serving Fergus, Elora, Arthur, Guelph, Kitchener/Waterloo and Surrounding Areas

DESIGN CONSULTATIONS  |  BLINDS & SHUTTERS  |  CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS  
CANADIAN MANUFACTURED FURNITURE  |  CUSTOM MILLWORK  |  AND MUCH MORE!

VISIT US AND BROWSE THE DIVERSE SELECTION OF UNIQUE DECOR ITEMS
180 St. Andrew Street W., Fergus  |  cocooninteriors.ca  |  519.843.1739

We Are Open - Curbside Pickup  |  Visit Our Online Shop or Give Us A Call



Every step of the way, Rockhaven Homes continued to impress us 
and surpass our expectations. Thank you for your honesty, integrity,

and quality workmanship while building our dream home.

~ RKMS
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CUSTOM  ~  CREATIVE  ~  CARING

Come visit us at www.RockhavenHomes.ca

  Orangeville: 519-453-6664        Georgetown: 905-873-1582        Build@RockhavenHomes.ca519.822.1251   |  259 Woodlawn Rd., W, Guelph
www.originalhomefurniture.com

SHOP FROM HOME ON OUR E-COMMERCE SITE!

NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING WEEKLY!

2 0 2 1  M O D E L S
H AV E  A R R I V E D !

WE HAVE LOTS OF STO CK OR CREATE & CUSTOM ORDER!



Bring your dream kitchen to 
life with custom carpentry 
and impeccable design. 

Serving Guelph and the surrounding region.

519.827.1111 | sutcliffekitchens.ca | 930 Woodlawn Rd. W. Guelph

Book your FREE design CONSULTATION today!

With quality you can trust and a lifetime guarantee, Bath Fitter doesn’t just fit 

your bath, it fits your high standards. Why have over two million people brought  

Bath Fitter into their homes? It Just Fits.

Easy to Clean, 
Virtually Maintenance Free

High-Gloss Acrylic 
Maintains Its Shine

Seamless Wall

OUR BENEFITS

BATHFITTER .COM

standardsFITS YOUR

265 FROBISHER DRIVE, UNIT #3 WATERLOO, ON N2V 2G4226-455-1818



646 Erb St. W @ Ira Needles, Waterloo  •  519.886.7120 www.thebauhaus.ca

The Region’s Only Hunter Douglas Gallery Store

APRIL 10–JUNE 21, 2021 

Beautifully transform 
sunlight and save 

with Hunter Douglas 
sheers and shadings.

L U M I N E T T E ®  P R I V A C Y  S H E E R S  A N D  P I R O U E T T E ®  W I N D O W  S H A D I N G S

  $150*
REBATES STARTING AT

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES

Ask for details.

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/10/21–6/21/21 from participating dealers in Canada only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card mailed within 6 weeks of meeting 
all promotional eligibility. Funds expire 18 months after activation. Funds are not insured by the Canada Deposit Insurance Company (CDIC). See complete terms distributed with reward card. Additional limitations may 
apply. Ask dealer for details or visit hunterdouglaspromotions.com for rebate form. ©2021 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.
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L U M I N E T T E ®  P R I V A C Y  S H E E R S  A N D  P I R O U E T T E ®  W I N D O W  S H A D I N G S

  $150*
REBATES STARTING AT

ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES

Ask for details.

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/10/21–6/21/21 from participating dealers in Canada only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card mailed within 6 weeks of meeting 
all promotional eligibility. Funds expire 18 months after activation. Funds are not insured by the Canada Deposit Insurance Company (CDIC). See complete terms distributed with reward card. Additional limitations may 
apply. Ask dealer for details or visit hunterdouglaspromotions.com for rebate form. ©2021 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.
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324 South River Rd  RR2, Elora 
Email: hoegybldg@golden.net • 519-846-0163
w w w . h o e g y b u i l d i n g . c a

New Construction | Additions | Renovations

Restor ing  & Creat ing  Heri tage
We Create  Homes.



519.634.9509 
jeremie@affordablegaragedoors.ca / 80 Reagan Street, Milverton, ON

Main Shop Located at:  178B Foundry Street, Baden, ON

www.af fordablegaragedoors .ca

Friendly, Sincere, Quick & Professional.

BADEN • CAMBRIDGE • ELMIRA • GUELPH • KITCHENER • NEW HAMBURG • SHAKESPEARE • ST JACOBS • STRATFORD • WATERLOO

Our team of trained professionals are available in assisting you 
at any time 24 hours a day, 7 days a week with a friendly smile. 
We are committed to quality and will never rush a job. Our clients 
are happy to see friendly professionals assisting and answering 
questions, before or after installation. We want to make sure YOU 
are happy with our products and services so that they may complete 
your experience with us.

Serving the Golden Triangle Region 
for over 20 years!

Home Theatre Design & Installation
Home Control & Monitoring from your Smart Phone

Pre-Wire New & Existing Homes – Residential & Commercial Projects
Motorized Shades – Lighting Control & Outdoor Landscape Lighting  

1.800.461.0122 -  StationEarth.comSimplifying our clients’ technology needs for over 30 years.

Custom design and precision control - of your home.



519.669.1445
www.rmwexteriors.com 

Quality You Can See
Siding • Windows • Doors • Soffit • Fascia • Eavestroughs • Architectural Mouldings & Trims
Columns • Railings • Shutters • Decking • Wood Siding Specialists • Garage Doors

Proudly Serving All of Southwestern Ontario

andra@cbn.on.ca

519.821 3600
View current listings at: www.andraarnold.com

Sales Representative

Questions about the
current real estate market?

We're Here to Help!

andra@cbn.on.ca

519.821 3600
View current listings at: www.andraarnold.com

Sales Representative

Questions about the
current real estate market?

We're Here to Help!

Kelly 
Arnold

Allison 
DeMontmorency

Joe 
MacDowell

Aaron 
Zuccala

Jaden 
Steele

Questions about the current real estate market?

andra@cbn.on.ca

519.821 3600
View current listings at: www.andraarnold.com

Sales Representative

Normally, September is a time for new beginnings.
Such an exciting time for everyone. This year has

taught me that every day is a new beginning.
I hope your September and every day are filled

with new things for you.

We're Here to Help!

LOCALLY

HANDCRAFTED

SOLID

WOOD 

FURNITURE

4044  L ine  72
Mi l lbank ,  ON N0K  1L0
519 -595 -7105
www.Mi l lbankFami l yFurn i tu re . ca



AYR  Riverbank Interiors  4 Stanley St | 519.632.7422 | benjaminmoore.com
CAMBRIDGE  Bayley’s Decorating Centre  561 Hespeler Rd | 519.621.4745 | bayleysdecorating.com

CAMBRIDGE  Galt Paint & Paper Co.  250 Dundas St S | 519.621.9580 | galtpaintandpaper.com
ELORA  Elora Home Hardware  6458 Wellington Rd 7 | 519.846.5393 | elorahomehardware.ca

GUELPH  Guelph Paint & Wallpaper  561 York Rd | 519.780.2555 | guelphpaint.com
GUELPH  Heer’s Paint & Décor  245 Edinburgh Rd Unit 9 | 519.836.4731 | heerspaint.com

KITCHENER  Expressions On King  4281 King St E | 519.653.0115 | expressionsonking.com
KITCHENER  Heer’s Paint & Décor  428 Gage Ave Unit 4 | 519.578.5330 | heerspaint.com
WATERLOO  Heer’s Paint & Décor  583 King St N Unit 2B | 519.772.1127 | heerspaint.com
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We are kitchen obsessed!
paragonkitchens.com



FERGUS, ON 519-843-1365 | ELORA, ON 519-846-1365  
GORDON ST, GUELPH 519-824-9050 | SPEEDVALE AVE, GUELPH 519-821-6191  
ROCKWOOD, ON 519-856-9922 | GORDON ST, GUELPH (COMMERCIAL) 519-836-8060

royalcity.com

Home is…
your at-home spa oasis.
Unlock Your Future at
 RoyalCity.com

Our Homes Ad Spring 2021.indd   1 2021-01-26   2:52 PM

Barrie
705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

The Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.                
www.unitedlumber.ca

Bring Your Deck Dreams to Reality!
Let Us Help You with Your Deck Design

@UNITED_LUMBER @UnitedLumberHHBC

Mildmay    1-800-829-2672
Elmira    1-800-665-1561
Listowel    1-800-665-2151



Just spending an abundance of time 
in our homes has made us assess 
what is missing and what needs to 
go! Sustainable decor, pre-loved 
treasures, and quality furniture – 
these are some of the things at the 
top of people’s minds. 

Take a drive down Victoria Street 
N. in Kitchener and you’ll find 
the ultimate spot for vintage lovers 
and furniture seekers alike. The 
Millionaire’s Daughter Kitchener 
store is open for business and ready 
to receive and sell some fabulous 
furniture on consignment. Here 
consignors can turn their quarantine 
clutter into cheques. 

There is no denying the furniture 
resale market is booming. 

Secondhand shopping is not what 
it used to be. With over 11 years 
experience in the resale business, store 
owner Maureen knows that carefully 
curated collections and an elevated 

shopping experience is key. Each item 
at our store is different in its own 
unique way. Maureen has a favourite 
saying “Everything here has its own 
little story and has been gathered 
through the years”. And it’s true. Our 
philosophy is to carry a wide variety 
of furniture pieces and accessories at 
various price points for the shopping 
pleasure of any customer. With over 
8,500 sq.ft., our expansive Kitchener 
showroom displays one-of-a-kind 
pieces in unique vignettes that are 
unlike any of our competitors. What 
sets us apart is the superior quality 
of our products and how we display 
them. As a consignment store, our 
goal is to highlight each consigned 
piece and decorate in a way that 
someone else could fall in love with 
a newfound treasure. Our eclectic 
furniture stands out for itself. We help 
our inventory reach the largest possible 
audience by posting to our website,  
as well as Instagram, Facebook and  
on our website! 

A word from 
HeAtHer: “I 

love my job and 
I love seeing 

our consignors 
and customers. 
Please stop by, 
say hi and find 

yourself something 
fabulous!!!!”

A word from  
CArol-Ann: “welcome back 

and thank you to our loyal 
customers and consignors. 

it’s great to see you. we look 
forward to a busy spring and 
are anxiously awaiting new 
quality consignment items 

into our Kitchener store. Keep 
watching our site.”

A word from ClAIre: 
“to all our new and 

returning customers 
and consignors, your 

support over these last 
few months has been 

wonderful ... thank 
you! looking forward 
to assisting you in the 

coming months.”

A word from lISA: “I am so 
pleased and grateful to have 
our doors open once again. 

It is really great to welcome 
everyone in for some well 

deserved retail therapy. Safety 
is our first priority, and we 

have implemented all required 
provincial legislation to ensure 

you shop and consign safely. 

427 SPEERS RD, OAKVILLE 289.837.3800
40 ENGELHARD DR, AURORA 905.503.9400

272 OTTAWA ST N, HAMILTON 905.543.8000
1436 VICTORIA ST N, KITCHENER 226.647.4777

THEMILLIONAIRESDAUGHTER.COM

Shop here for fabulous furniture and decor on consignment

TheMillionaresDaughter_Sp21.indd   2 2021-03-08   8:59 AM

1-54 Wellington Rd #7, Elora, ON 
(located ‘uptown’ Elora, 

beside the Subway Plaza) 

Quality Family 
Footwear & Accessories

We carry the LARGEST 
selection of Vionic footwear 

in all of Ontario! 
Come check out the many new 

Spring styles arriving daily!

find us on Facebook 
& InstagramModel is Wearing Style “Malibu Jersey Lifestyle, Light Grey”

SHOP ON-LINE AT:

Quality products.  
Quality service.

Orangeville - Mono Plaza, Unit B2 
(633419 Hwy 10, 3km N of Orangeville)

519.941.7208      800.668.2087 

Thornbury - King’s Court Plaza  Highway 26    
519.599.6252      800.347.7724



Request a Consultation — In your Home*, our Showroom or Virtual
*some conditions apply

Showroom hourS: mon-Fri 10-5. Appointment Preferred. Closed weekends.

www.coverscanada.ca

Your Drapery and Shade PRofeSSIonalS

SPRIng
SaVIngS 
eVent
Now On!

fairway Centre: 500 fairway Rd., Kitchener, on n2C 1X3
(Beside Michaels Arts and Craft Store) • 519-894-3455

Serving Waterloo, Kitchener, Cambridge, Guelph, Stratford, New Hamburg, Shakespeare and surrounding areas

Sandy Cucci
Certified Interior Decorator 

 

Arthur  |  519-848-2883  |  157 George St.
Fergus  |  226-383-2883  |  199 St Andrew St. West

238 George St, Arthur  226.443.4300  NEW:  theplumberswife.ca
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kitchen sinks and faucets • glass shower enclosures • bathroom fixtures • vanities • wall décor • bath and kitchen accessories



REACH US EASILY: firstname.lastname@ourhomes.ca
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Your Home Your Way

Technology Simplified
We make technology behave.

Networks, Security, Audio, Video, Lighting Control, Motorized Shades, Systems Integration!

www.balaklava.tech

Technology Simplified

519.658.9025
w w w. g r a h a m s . c a 

YOUR COMPLETE INTERIOR DESIGN CENTRE

Family owned and operated since 1975

Your 1st Choice for Kitchen & Bathroom 
Renovations & Superior Window 

Fashions for 45 Years

Best Kitchen Renovation • Best Interior 
Decoration • Favourite Blind & Drapery Store

WE MEASURE, DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL!

LET US HELP YOU LOVE YOUR HOME!  
WE COME TO YOU!

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE

Our Family Would Like to Thank You for Your 
Continued Support!



I have a confession:
my Christmas tree lingered in my living room for a 
ridiculously long time into this new year. I took down all 
the festive ornaments, but I just couldn’t say goodbye to the 
glow the twinkly lights brought to our living room as we 
made our way through the long nights of lockdown. When 
I scolded myself for not being able to let go, my teen sons 
would shrug and say: “It’s 2021 Mom, do whatever works.” 
Zen words from two high schoolers who – as with all of 
our children – have had to wrestle down deep boredom and 
find fun within constriction. 

It eventually felt right to pack the festive season 
away for another year – and suddenly a fresh burst of 
tulips on the table and even a bowl of sunny lemons on 
the counter spurred the excitement and freshness of a 
new season ahead.

Since joining the Wellington-Waterloo edition 
of OUR HOMES, I have genuinely loved introducing 
myself to – and connecting with – the homeowners and 
business owners featured in this fresh spring issue and 
the OUR HOMES staff members who make it all happen. 
It is their energy that has affected me: their positivity and 
endurance to figure out how their lives and their businesses 
will continue, whatever the year ahead may bring. 

We are resilient folks, aren’t we? All of us. We hope 
this issue provides you with inspiring ideas to bring 
spring into your home. Whether it is a major renovation 
that transforms a long-held vision into reality (page 66), 
a fresh coat of paint on your walls in one of the season’s 
newest shades (page 78) or a crafty flower frame to bring 
some cheer to your space (page 118). This year, perhaps 
more than ever before, do what it takes to make your 
home a comfortable, safe and sanity-saving space, in any 
which way that feels right for you. Remember: It’s 2021, do 
whatever works.

Janet White Bardwell, Managing Editor
janet.whitebardwell@ourhomes.ca 

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

Follow us   
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

26  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

editor’s note



ON THE COVER
An Elora business owner restores 
a century home with colour and 
her personal style. Story, page 46. 
Photography by Jason Hartog.
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YOUR LIFE JUST GOT 

     HEALTHIER

WHAT WE DO AT HIGH PEAK NUTRITION
We offer coaching and programs for people who are 
looking to improve their overall health by creating a 
sustainable lifestyle that works for them. 

We recognize that each individual is just that, an 
individual. Whichever program works best for you, 
the main focus is the same, you. 

By naturally healing your body, you are able to lose 
weight, increase your health and feel fantastic. 
With education, coaching, and science we have 
great success and a lot of fun while doing it.

On average our clients lose 10% of their body weight 
in the first 35 days!

PROUDLY CANADIAN  |   MINDSET PIECES BY DR .DEAN  |   FAMILY RUN BUSINESS  |   INSURED

519.216.0536
www.highpeaknutrition.com

hello@highpeaknutrition.com

Join the 1500+ clients that have worked with their own personal 
nutrition coach, with one-on-one daily coaching using an evidenced 
based approach. This isn’t just about weight loss, this is better lasting 
health by learning what works best for you, your system and most 
importantly your lifestyle.

WHAT YOU LEARN
With High Peak Nutrition Coaching you’ll learn how to:
• Eat better, without dieting or feeling deprived.
• Get active, no matter what shape you’re in now.
• Ditch food rules and leave behind fad diets.
• Build fitness into your life, without it taking over.
• Achieve and maintain your goals, even when life gets busy.

THE RESULTS
You will:
• Lose the weight/fat you haven’t been able to shed for years.
• Build physical strength and confidence in your body.
• Gain mental confidence, no longer hiding your gifts and talents.
• Let go of food confusion, learn what to do, and how to do it.
• Get off diet roller coasters, once and for all, and never look back.

highpeaknutrition            highpeaknutrition

CONTENTS
SPRING 2021
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QUALITY CUSTOM KITCHENS, MINOR 
RENOVATIONS & PROJECT MANAGEMENT

We handle all the details - countertops, plumbing, 
electrical, backsplashes, & flooring! 

Making your ideas reality since 1992



 Fire, heat and impact-
resistant materials are easy 
to clean and non-corrosive. 
The most practical is 
stainless steel. 

 The easiest solution is to 
cover your furniture and 
place in storage when 
not in use. 

WANT SUSTAINABLE PATIO 
FURNITURE? 
Look for recycled plastic, 
reclaimed wood or FSC-
certified wood. Teak is 
well known for durability, 
beauty and strength and is 
popular on ships.

To navigate the dos and 
don’ts for your outdoor life 
experience, first, ask yourself, 
“How much time do I want to 
devote to maintenance?” A 
bit of research will make your 
lounge time more enjoyable. 

CABINETRY AND FURNITURE – 
MAINTENANCE 101

 Most products are made of 
plastic, wood, aluminum or 
wicker, and each material 
has its own set of positives 
and negatives.

 Take time to read and 
follow manufacturers’ 
instructions to clean and 
maintain any products. It’ll 
make your life easier in the 
short and long run.

 Corrosion- and weather-
resistant means the finish 
protects materials. It is not 
waterproof.

 UV-stable and light fastness 
is a stabilizer added to 
protect from deterioration 
or fading in the sun.

FABRICS 
Cushions and fabrics make 
outdoor lounging comfy. 
Make sure fabrics are 
breathable and UV, water, 
mildew and stain-resistant. 
Most people are familiar 
with Sunbrella fabric for its 
durability and soft feel. Power-
washing is not recommended 
as it can ruin the seams of the 
cushions. 

SHADES AND CANOPIES
Extend your outdoor stay in 
a natural way to keep cool, 
protect yourself from UV rays 
and reduce the premature 
ageing of wood and fabric. 
Add a fan for ultimate 
breezy coolness.

FLOORING 
What’s under your feet needs 
to be practical, beautiful and 
long-wearing. First, take an 
inventory of the area you want 
to cover. Assess conditions 
such as drainage, holes made 
by animals, soil type and 
exposure to sun and rain. This 
will determine what materials 
you’ll need to use. Flooring 
options include: 

Wood: It’s versatile. Redwood 
and cedar have a natural 
resistance to rot and the 
elements. Other woods 
require sealants.

Stone: Natural and durable. 
Includes granite, slate and 
marble and still requires 
care. Dark stones absorb 
the heat and will scorch your 
tender tootsies.

Brick and permeable 
concrete pavers: Great 
hardscape options for eco-
friendly patios and walkways. 

Tile: Porcelain tiles can mimic 
the look of other materials, 
including wood and stone, 
all while being durable and 
budget-friendly.

Rubber paving stones and 
recycled plastic: Helps divert 
waste from landfills. Resilient, 
durable, slip resistant and 
shock absorbent – a favourite 
around pools and kids’ 
playgrounds.

Composite Decking: Wood 
fibres encased in plastic 
and binding agents. Low-
maintenance, easy to install 
with a multitude of great traits. 
Very popular despite higher 
cost of materials.

Carpets: Makes the outdoors 
homelike. The synthetics are 
easy to clean, and are mould, 
mildew and stain-resistant. 
Many are made of recycled 
materials.

Artificial Grass: It’s not the 
real thing, but it is easy to 
install and long-lasting. You do 
need to vacuum it.

NOTE: Make sure your flooring 
has a matte or non-slip finish. 
Shiny surfaces are hazardous 
around water and in the winter. 

Finally, your evening outdoor 
stay is more enjoyable when 
you light things up! Make sure 
any fixture you use is wet-
rated. Safety first.  OH

SURVIVING 
THE ELEMENTS

Interior Designer 
Dolores Pian 
shares her ideas.

The great outdoors: Whether we experience it on a tiny balcony, a cosy deck or 
a big backyard, we all want to get out to enjoy warmer temperatures. While it’s 
lovely to lounge, linger and live outdoors, you need to know Mother Nature is 
cruel towards materials. The scorching sun, with temperatures that go up and 
down, along with the wind, rain and water are all challenging to materials, 
natural or man-made.

CABANACOAST: Landing Deep Seating in Umber

HINKLEY: Hardy 
Island Round 
Side-Mount LED 
Path Light

PHOTO: DANVER OUTDOOR KITCHENS

SurvivingTheElements.indd   gutter 2021-03-15   12:30 PM
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w w w. K I T C H E N R E V I VA L G U E L P H . c a

Eco-Friendly Kitchen Restoration 
Spray Finished Doors

Backsplashes & Quartz Countertops

Call Phil at:

519.831.0539
Call or Email Us for a FREE Estimate:
kitchenrevivalguelph@gmail.com

Client
Testimonial

“We checked two references and after seeing their 
kitchens, were more than impressed with the superior 
quality of work by Kitchen Revival. We had no hesitancy 
asking them to do our kitchen and couldn’t be happier 
with the results. It’s like having a new kitchen! We wanted 
to paint rather than replace the kitchen doors but were 
concerned about the oak grain showing through white. 
We didn’t need to worry, the effect is beautiful! We 
highly recommend Phil and Kitchen Revival!”

*some conditions apply

After

Before



let your
STYLE
Bloom

1 	 DECORATORS CORNER

Cyan Helios Chandelier
A blend of Mid-century modern design and 
luxury appeal, this chandelier suits a dining room 
or entryway. The finish and texture allow it to 
live happily in traditional, transitional or modern 
homes.    

33 Erb St. W., Waterloo 
519.888.0425 | decoratorscorner.ca

2  	 AMG STUDIOS

Outdoor Kitchen
Plan now for your summer backyard oasis with a 
DCS outdoor kitchen. DCS offers a full suite of 
outdoor products for a completely transportable  
or built-in outdoor kitchen to fit your space.

111 Watson Rd. S., Guelph 
519.763.3264 | amgstudios.ca

3  	 DALEROSE HOMES

Apron-Front Sink
A hardworking yet glamourous sink is the right 
choice for either contemporary or transitional 
kitchen design. Canadian-made for Blanco, the 
Silgranit Ikon apron-front sink in coal black and 
sculptural Artona faucet with black trim will set 
the stage.

110 Main St., Erin 
519.833.7499 | dalerosehomes.ca

4  	 GRAND GOURMET

Tea Towels
Bring a burst of seasonal colour indoors with 
unique and charming tea towels designed by April 
Cornell. Made of highly absorbent 100 per cent 
curated cotton, they are as beautiful as they are 
practical. 

42 Mill St. W., Elora | 519.846.5771

5  	 KARGER GALLERY 

Wall Baskets
Support women weavers in Zambia by creating 
a calming wall of intricately handcrafted baskets. 
Mix and match the textures and colours of 
these natural grass beauties to create your own 
masterpiece.

14 E Mill St., Elora 
519.846.2921 | kargerlife.com

6  	 RON WILKIN JEWELLERS

Maple Leaf Diamonds 
Mined in northern Canada, Maple Leaf Diamonds 
are untreated, one-of-a-kind gems. With so many 
style and setting options, the collection will have 
what you’re looking for to get engaged in 2021. 

109 St. Andrew St. W., Fergus | 48 West Mill St., Elora  
519.843.1225 | ronwilkinjewellers.com

ADD ONE OF OUR FAVOURITE 
FINDS TO YOUR HOME THIS SPRING.

1

4

5 6
2

3

Continued on page 38
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8 	 COCOON INTERIORS INC.

Textured Fabric Blinds
The Studio E collection is filled 
with an abundance of blind 
options specially curated for 
your space. The collection offers 
light-filtering and room-darkening 
possibilities, and fabrics can be 
mixed and matched.

180 St. Andrew St. W., Fergus 
519.843.1739 | cocooninteriors.ca

7 	 BENJAMIN MOORE

Seasonal Hues
A change of season is the perfect 
time to freshen up your walls with 
Benjamin Moore’s iconic tones. 
Hale Navy, Oxford White and Gray 
Owl provide a calming backdrop 
for your inspired design ideas.

See Your Benjamin Moore Dealer 
benjaminmoore.com

9 	 BIGELOW FLOORING

White Oak Flooring
The Master Artisan White Oak 
Vintner by Twelve Oaks was 
designed to bring a natural 
calm to your home. With its 
warm undertone and minimalist 
character, Vintner is a modern, 
on-trend choice. 

450 Woodlawn Rd. W., 
Units 4, 5 & 6, Guelph 
519.821.0256 | bigelowflooring.ca  OH

7

9

8

Hale Navy

Oxford White

Gray Owl

519.925.0663 
www.jdccustomhomes.ca

Homes • Additions • Renovations • Maintenance

Reputation Built on Trust!

519.824.0181
hartmannwindowsanddoors.com

P R O F E S S I O N A L

Each Project Owner-Supervised from Concept to Completion

Customized Experience • Superior Workmanship

Trusted Suppliers  • Exemplary After-Sales Service

EXCELLENCE

DELIVERING

21 YEARS


STAIR RITE


STTTAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITETAIR RITETAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITETAIR RITETTAIR RITETTAIR RITETAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITEAIR RITESTAIR RITE

CUSTOM STAIRS RAILING DESIGN  NEW STAIRS REFACESCUSTOM STAIRS & RAILING DESIGN  NEW STAIRS REFACES
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HOW-TO

FIG SYRUP

Combine all 
ingredients in a 
saucepan and simmer 
for 10-15 minutes.

Remove from heat and 
cool for 30 minutes.

Strain with a fine mesh 
strainer and store 
in fridge. 

PREPARE COCKTAIL 

Chill glassware 
of choice.

Combine all ingredients 
in a cocktail shaker and 
add ice. Shake until 
chilled then strain.

Garnish with edible 
flowers.  OH

FIG SOUR
Elderflower
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

A FLORAL TAKE ON A TRADITIONAL GIN 
SOUR COCKTAIL. THIS VERSION COMBINES 
DELICATE FLORAL NOTES, LEAVES A TOUCH 
OF TART ON THE TONGUE AND DISPLAYS A 
COLOURFUL HUE.

INGREDIENTS

FIG SYRUP 

1 cup figs, diced 

½ cup white sugar 

½ cup water 

COCKTAIL 

1.5 ounces gin 

1.5 ounces 
elderflower liqueur 

2 ounces lemon juice 

1 ounce fig syrup 

1 ounce egg white, 
pasteurized 

Garnish: edible 
flowers (optional)

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

ElderflowerFigSour.indd   2 2021-02-26   12:18 PM

111 Watson Road South Guelph, Ontario N1L1E4

 www.amgstudios.ca | 519.763.3264

ALSO PROUD TO SELL:

Canada’s leading retailer of
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY MELANIE REKOLA

EASY
2020 was a wild year that brought so many challenges – 
some were utterly heartbreaking and others were just plain 
annoying. The lack of availability of items we take for granted 
was frustrating, including plants. Many garden favourites just 
weren’t attainable. Seed-sowing to the rescue! 

Most garden seeds (both 
flowers and veggies) are 
readily available online 
and at your local nursery, 
often in varieties you might 
otherwise never find. Plus, 
growing plants from seed 
is an inexpensive, fun and 
rewarding process. Most 
seeds can be started indoors 
earlier in the growing season 
but for this piece I’m focusing 
on the direct sowing method 
because it’s terrifically 
simple. Direct seeding/
sowing means to plant 
seed directly in the garden. 
Sounds easy doesn’t it? That’s 
because it is! 

Unlike their inside-grow 
counterparts, seeds that 
have been grown in place 
don’t experience the stress 
of transplanting and won’t 
need to adjust to their new 
surroundings. Often you 
won’t lose any time at all 
direct-sowing and I learned 
this (again) firsthand during 
last year’s growing season 
when a friend gifted me a 
variety of veggie seeds in 
June. With no time to start 
indoors I had no choice 
but to direct-sow them. To 
my surprise, many of these 
sown-in-place seedlings grew 
better and produced more 
than the ones I started inside 
the previous months. 

Sow

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist 
and landscape designer.

SowEasy.indd   2 2021-02-16   12:15 PM

CREATED BY  NATURE. 
 BU ILT   BY  DEVONSHIRE  DES IGNS

devonshiredesigns.ca
519.998.5436  |   info@devonshiredesigns.ca  |   New Hamburg

You can trust Devonshire Designs to manage your landscape project from start to finish to create a beautiful, functional 
outdoor space that meets your needs and desires, while respecting the environment.

landscape design  |  installation  |  native and drought tolerant landscapes   |   patios and walkways
natural stone work  |  water features  |  outdoor living spaces  |   landscape lighting

As retirement communities go, Pine Meadows stands out for its gracious, 
friendly atmosphere. Our residents genuinely care about each other and new 
residents are greeted with interest and openness. Social interaction is as easy as a 
wave to the neighbours on your morning walk.

Pine Meadows is about people getting together and doing things. Whether it’s 
forming a group of devoted tennis players, a relaxed game of bridge or a round of 
golf at the nearby golf course, at Pine Meadows you’ll never want for something 
to do. And if you’re in the mood for peaceful solitude, the lakeside ambience and 
pleasant surroundings will serve you well. 

While Pine Meadows is situated in a rural, park-like setting beside Lake Belwood, 
it’s convenient to all the things that make for a rich and fulfilling lifestyle. Nearby 
amenities include great shopping in Fergus and Elora, cuisine that reflects 
local tastes and culture, theatre, the arts and all the conveniences of a thriving 
community. 

An extensive health care infrastructure, including a fully equipped, community 
hospital is equally close.

Pine Meadows is an idyllic, self-contained community where people enjoy an easy 
camaraderie with their neighbours. Best of all, Pine Meadows offers the most 
energy efficient homes available anywhere, offering unrivaled quality and value.

Friendly, 
Relaxed, 
Social… PineMeadows

That’s

In Centre Wellington, near Elora, Fergus & Belwood. Call Sales at 1.226.821.1688 Main Office: 1.800.561.0612 or 519.787.7000 
pinemeadows.ca  •  Sales Office Open By Appointment

Your place to be thoughtful, creative, involved, 
relaxed, active, healthy, at home, with friends. 
It’s your place to be.

Continued on page 44
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TIPS FOR
SEEDING SUCCESS 
Though direct-sowing is easy, it 
doesn’t mean your new plant babies 
won’t need care. Follow these tips for 
the best direct-seeding success:

 Make sure to clear your seeding 
area of any weeds and have the soil 
loose, damp and ready for planting. 

 Most of the specific sowing info 
per plant variety is found on the 
seed packet. Please read carefully. 
The rule of thumb is to plant a 
seed three times as deep as its 
circumference, but some require 
light or a cold stratification to 
germinate. Also keep in mind that 
when to sow is equally important, as 
some seedlings are frost-hardy and 
some are not. 

 Mark your spot. It’s really easy to 
forget where you planted seeds 
once springtime growth is in 
full swing. 

 Water your seeds gently as needed 
until you see germination, then 
again whenever you see the soil 
surface looking a bit dry. Watch the 
weather and adjust your watering. 
Schedule accordingly as seedlings 
can easily die from drought or 
drowning at this delicate stage. 

 If you have a good germination rate, 
you may need to thin your seedlings 
to give them airflow and room to 
grow. I find it’s better to pinch the 
unwanted seedlings off at the base 
because pulling them disturbs their 
delicate, young root systems. If 
the unwanted seedlings are edible 
plants you can eat them, too.

 Keep watching and caring for your 
new brood until they’re established 
plants, and always be on the 
lookout for pests and predators. 
Some insects love to snack on and 
decimate defenseless seedlings. 

THE EDIBLES

Beans, salad greens, 
parsley, basil, dill, borage, 
cilantro, fennel, beets, 
carrots, peas and radish.

BLOOMS-FOR-DAYS ANNUALS

Cosmos, zinnia, calendula, 
sunflowers, nasturtium, nigella, 
bachelor buttons, california poppies, 
morning glory and moonflower.

DEPENDABLE
PERENNIALS/BIENNIALS 

Foxglove, blue flax, black 
eyed susans, milkweed, 
butterfly weed, columbine 
and lupine.

PRO TIP: After your seed garden is well established, don’t forget to sow succession crops of 
both flowers and veggies to keep those beautiful blossoms and edibles coming all season long. 
You can even save some seeds at the end of the season for next year. 

Lessons learned? Direct sowing is a little bit risky and patience-building but also incredibly 
easy and inexpensive. Which method will you choose this gardening season?  OH

MELANIE’S PLANT PICKS
Annual flowers, vegetables, and even some perennials are great candidates 
for direct-sowing. Some plants even seed themselves for subsequent years. 
Here is my list of favourites, but please don’t let it limit you. There are many 
others that will work. 

SowEasy.indd   3 2021-02-16   12:15 PM

Deep r�ts nev� d�bt that
Spring will c	e.

519.843.5394

519.942.3900  |  1.800.847.9442
www.orangevillebuildingsupply.ca | bniezen@gotimbermart.com

205164 CTY RD 109, East Garafraxa ON  L9W 7M4

Our major products are: landscaping, 
drywall, masonry & lumber. 
We have natural stone products & 
aggregates for all your outdoor needs. 
Locally Owned & Operated. 

CUSTOM GINGERBREAD TRIM
DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR HOME

HERITAGE INSPIRED BUILDING PRODUCTS
Fireplace Mantels • Cabinets • Entry & Screen Doors

Mouldings • Tin Ceilings • Door Hardware
Shutters • Kiln Dried Lumber • Saw Sharpening

  GLORIOUS GABLES

Visit Our Shop & Showroom
493 Broadway Ave., Orangeville • 519.941.7875

w w w.kur tzmi l lworks.com
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AAfter the death of her husband Ken in April 2019, Paula Marskell 
knew the Elora home and property they had shared for almost 10 
years was too large to maintain on her own. She needed a smaller, 
more manageable place that she and her dogs Ben and Belle 
could call home – one within walking distance to her décor shop 
Chanticleer in the Elora Mews.

After seeing a few homes with her agent Eric Parkinson at 
Your Hometown Realty Brokerage, her search ended when 
she laid eyes on a one-and-a-half storey house in downtown Elora 
– a documented rare example of a mid-19th century rubblestone 
Ontario Gothic cottage. “As soon as I walked in, I knew this 
house was for me,” Paula recalls. “The size is more me, and the 
neighbourhood is quiet and welcoming. I love that it’s a century 
home and has a lot of history.” 

It needed restoration, but Paula had a clear vision of what it 
could be. After the purchase, she connected with contractor Frank 
Clark, owner of Fergus Mobile Services. “We walked through 
the house and made a list of what I wanted to have done – and it was 
quite a list!” says Paula. 

Downsizing
    withSTYLE

STORY JANET WHITE BARDWELL   |   PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

ABOVE: Paula’s sunny entryway is enhanced with 
Benjamin Moore’s Light Yellow and a pop of colour 
from artwork by Teri Hranka from Water’s Edge 
Studio. Repurposed shelving pieces covered in 
Paula’s signature black provide homes for her eclectic 
accessories. LEFT: The home’s original door was 
uncovered in the restoration process and provides 
historical charm to the statement porch. BELOW: The 
previously dark and closed-in porch area was opened 
up and transformed from gloomy to gorgeous. 
OPPOSITE: Paula brought most of her favourite 
pieces from the previous place to the new one. When 
her beloved wood-framed sofa wouldn’t fit through 
the front door, her contractors cut out the front 
window so it could find its new home in this warm 
living room.

Continued on page 48
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Brent Mitchell of Firth Renovations was hired as a second 
contractor. This core duo – along with key players Dustin Hass, owner 
of Bad Hass Flooring, Matthew Giblin, owner of Gib’s Gardens, 
and Paula’s right-hand person, Robin Geidlinger – proved to be the 
supportive team of professionals Paula needed to help her transform her 
new home inside and out. “Frank, Brent and Robin actually moved me 
to my new home one truckload at a time,” she says. 

The removal of an enclosed porch was the most striking change on 
the outside. “I wanted a front porch that was welcoming and open to 
the street with the original entry door and stone on the front of the 
house to be visible,” says Paula. Frank brought her vision to life with 

a classic statement porch featuring sturdy wood pillars and stone 
foundation. Plantation-style wicker furniture provides a comfy vantage 
point to the street. Paula says neighbours walking by often stop to 
admire all the work that has been done. 

Gib’s Gardens transformed a previously sparse backyard into a 
summer soirée spot featuring a central patio, smaller conversation 
areas and a hot tub pad tucked into a private alcove. Gardens packed 
with plants and flowers from Arthur Greenhouses and Belgian 
Nursery are primed to bloom this spring. New eavestroughs from 
Ball Exteriors Ltd. were installed, and the original windows were 
replaced with energy-efficient versions from Golden Windows Ltd. 

LEFT: Contractor Frank 
Clark installed tile and 
built a hearth around 
the fireplace to blend 
with the home’s century 
heritage. BELOW LEFT: 
In keeping with Paula’s 
mantra of repurposing 
everything, the home’s 
original windows can 
now be found as visual-
interest installations 
mounted on her 
backyard fence. BELOW 
RIGHT: A whimsical 
llama painting by 
Denise Mernagh brings 
character to Paula’s 
mudroom at the back of 
the house.

Continued on page 51

Original century-stone walls add gorgeous texture to the dining room. One 
of Paula’s many shutter shelves – repurposed shutters mounted horizontally – 
provides an eye-catching perch for treasures found on her thrifting excursions.
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Inside, the original pine floors throughout the house 
were restored by Bad Hass Flooring and stained with 
Minwax English Chestnut to provide a warm foundation. 
Plaster walls and ceilings were repaired and given a 
fresh coat of paint. All the original interior doors were 
brightened with Benjamin Moore’s Ultra White. 

On the main level, a wall between the kitchen and 
dining room was removed to open the space. A hearth 
and tile were installed around the fireplace in the living 
area to add a central focus in the room. Chandeliers from 
Honeychurch Lane add warmth and character. 

The kitchen was gutted and floor-to-ceiling cabinets 
from Jim Streicher Custom Built Kitchens & Bath 
Cabinets were installed to maximize storage. Stainless 
steel appliances provide a modern sheen that beautifully 
juxtaposes the intricate batik-influenced tile backsplash 
from U-Save Flooring. 

Timber, building and plumbing supplies came from 
Dixon Home Hardware while Speers Electric 
completed all electrical work.

ABOVE: White cabinetry 
covering every inch 
of wall space ensures 
maximum storage in a 
compact kitchen. The 
natural wood-topped 
kitchen island is 
moveable and features a 
collapsible leaf for eating 
or food prep. FAR LEFT: 
A classic farmhouse sink 
with modern fixtures, 
stainless range hood 
and appliances strike 
a charming balance 
between old and new. 
LEFT: Statement knobs 
add personality to 
the kitchen’s simple 
Shaker-style cabinetry 
and complement the 
intricate batik-influenced 
backsplash.

Curtains throughout the house – including the colourful 
floral print window coverings in the kitchen – were 
made by Paula using fabrics she discovered on her many 
in-person and online shopping expeditions.

Continued on page 54
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“I DON’T FOLLOW 
COLOUR TRENDS. 
I HAVE COLOURS 
THAT I LOVE 
AND I USE THEM 
IN EACH HOME
I HAVE LIVED IN.”

Paula’s pretty bathroom is bursting with character. Benjamin Moore’s Pink Pearl on 
the walls is accented with black antique pieces and a clawfoot tub. The whimsical 
bird paintings and sculptures by Nadine McEwen of All Dolled Up By Nadine flock 
throughout the home. OPPOSITE: The main bedroom is a calm and serene spot for 
Paula to relax with her dogs at the end of a long day. Too large to fit up the stairs, her 
comfy – and sizable – bedframe was transported through an upstairs window.
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Upstairs, charming, slanted ceilings are 
accentuated with warm, fresh wall colours, 
including Benjamin Moore’s Sundance, Pink 
Pearl and Pale Avocado. “I don’t follow colour 
trends,” says Paula. “I have colours that I love 
and I use them in each home I have lived in.” 

The main bathroom was demolished and 
rebuilt, and a glass shower was installed 
where a large closet used to be. The walls were 
covered in Benjamin Moore Pink Pearl and 
voila – it felt like home. 

ABOVE: More black-painted, 
repurposed pieces cover 
the walls, providing endless 
visual interest on the way to 
Paula’s office – the place she 
tends to spend most of her 
time. TOP LEFT: Lucky guests 
get to stay in this crisp green 
bedroom, with its charming 
slanted ceiling, pops of black 
and cheerful linens. Calming 
artwork by Teri Hranka 
finishes the space. LEFT: Fresh 
flowers and a Kelly-green 
clock add to this guest room’s 
whimsical charisma.

Continued on page 56

DON’T JUST GET A HANDYMAN, GET A SUPER FRANK HANDYMAN!

After After

Jean-Francois (FRANK) Clark  |  Owner/OperatorFor All Your Household Needs!
If you have a request, just ask & I can do it!

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG!
613.868.1069
27 Nichol Street West  Elora, ON

FERGUS MOBILE SERVICES

Brent Firth Mitchell“complete quality home renovations”

519-942-6060

Special Thanks To:

Before

519-787-2252
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With the bones of Paula’s new abode 
in place, finishing touches complete 
the space. A passionate thrifter, she 
describes her style as “colourful, 
warm and whimsical.” It is said that 
perfection is in the details, and Paula 
is a pro at the details – a lot of them. 
“My friends say that there is not one 
inch of wall space that is not covered, 
and that is probably true,” she says. 
The eclectic style that many admire in 
her décor shop is mirrored in her home 
environment – and reflects a life-long 
love of design that offers enduring 
inspiration and comfort in good 
times and bad. 

“It was an exceptionally long project 
but a loving one,” Paula says. “To have a 
loyal supportive group of people around 
me has meant the world to me and I 
just love coming home to this warm and 
cosy space.”  OH

LEFT: “I have had a red bathroom in all my 
homes,” says Paula of her angled bathroom 
wall covered with tile and Benjamin Moore’s 
Exotic Red. A natural stone wall, wood beams 
and eclectic artwork by Nadine McEwen 
make using this bathroom more of an 
experience than a necessity. Paula foregoes 
standard vanities and opts rather to use 
stunning antique sideboards modernized 
with new sink and fixtures. BELOW: The 
spectacular stained-glass window in Paula’s 
office is the only original window that was 
kept in the house – and how could she not 
keep this piece of history that entices the sun 
to dance through it. 

“I JUST LOVE COMING HOME TO 
THIS WARM AND COSY SPACE.”

Envision Your Eden
Our team has the skills and tools to meet your landscape needs and 

make your property look like a personal slice of heaven!

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES • GARDENING • LAWN CARE 
PAINTING • FLAGSTONE & CONCRETE SLAB PATIOS & MUCH MORE 

Contact Matt
519.362.4896

gibsgardens11@outlook.com

 

Custom Built Kitchen & Bath Cabinets

Cabinet Doors

519.595.2758
6455 RD 140 R.R. #2 MILVERTON, ON

519.272.4964  
4987  LINE 61 R.R. #2 MILVERTON, ON 

SPECIALIZING IN
Custom Built 

Cupboard & Solid 
Wood Interior 

Doors 

Home Décor Items:
Clocks • Art, Mirrors • Tableware • Roosters • Flowers

And For You: Purses • Jewellery • Scarves • Watches

519.846.8796
45 Mill Street West, Elora Mews, Unit 9, Elora

www.ChanticleerShop.ca
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RECREATE THIS LOOK IN YOUR OWN HOME.

pretty
POWDER 
ROOM

1

2

3

4

5

6

10

7

8

9

1. RENWIL: Coburg Mirror  2. Z-LITE: Mila 
Wall Sconce in Rubbed Brass  3. POKOLOKO: 
Leo Terry Hand Towel  4. CREATIONS BY 
ALNO, INC.: Acrylic Contemporary Towel Bar 
in Polished Brass  5. YORK WALLCOVERINGS: 
Branches Unpasted Wallpaper  6. CROWN 
SURFACE SOLUTIONS: Chinoiserie Cherry 
Blossom Wallpaper  7. SALTILLO TILE: 
Combined Hexagon Thassos Carrara  8. CASA 
ROMA TILE: Geoshapes – Ice (7x8 Hexagon 
with Frame)  9. CREATIONS BY ALNO, INC.: 
Acrylic Contemporary Single Post Tissue Holder 
in Polished Brass  10. JAMES MARTIN: Brittany 
36” Single Bathroom Vanity in Urban Gray.  OH
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VISIT ONE OF OUR SHOWROOMS AT:

888 GUELPH ST., KITCHENER, ON | 519.579.3810
309 EXETER RD., LONDON, ON | 519.652.1677

1112 MARCH RD., KANATA, ON | 613.592.9111

1 .800.265.2290

PROUD CANADIAN MANUFACTURER SINCE 1961

QUALITY & PRIDE BUILT INTO EVERY WINDOW 

ENJOY THE VIEW

2021-OURHOMES-GOLDEN-SPRING.indd   1 2/4/2021   3:05:41 PM

Award Winning and Certified Home Staging and Interior Design Professionals
265 Hanlon Creek Blvd, Unit 7, Guelph, ON
519.591.2656 | jenny@centrestaged.com | www.centrestaged.com

Seeing Beauty. Creating Joy.
Ask about our virtual design services today! Our tailored packages fit any size of project, from new build 
construction to sourcing the perfect finishing touches and everything in between, all with 
2D/3D drawings. We will give you all the right tools you need to bring your vision to life with ease.
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The spring migration is a chance to witness one of the greatest natural phenomena right in our 
backyards. The parade of colour and diversity is amazing and a reminder of nature’s wonder. 
Birdsong is a natural wake-up call, and after their spring arrival I can disable my alarm for the 
coming months. That dawn chorus is tonic for my spirit. How many of you can’t wait for the first 
robin, redwing or sparrow to sing? Or maybe to simply see more birds at your feeders?

If you are keen and observant, you can see 
the start of migration sometime in March. 
It is subtle, and slow to start, but it is there. 
Horned larks and bluebirds are often the first 
migrants to return. They set off my radar and I 
start looking for new birds each week.

By the time April swings around, another 
two or three species return each week. The 
hardy seed-eaters are often the first to get a 
head start on the trip north. It makes sense, as 
the seeds and fruits left on plants and shrubs 
are the first abundance of food. There will be a 
bigger wave of arrivals as the snow disappears 

and the weather warms. More species mean 
more colour and more song. Ducks and geese 
of all sorts find open water and make me 
shiver at their ability to swim in the presence 
of frost and ice at the water’s edge.

In May new birds arrive on a daily basis 
– sparrows and finches, then orioles and 
buntings. There are colours everywhere. The 
feeders become crowded and the seed gets 
gobbled up. You can put out different foods 
and add water to the menu and those birds 
will reward you with all kinds of activity 
and behaviour. 

THE EARLY BIRD
Migration is the uncontrollable urge to travel. 
It is a way to take advantage of seasonal 
habitats and food sources while reducing 
competition. Birds with the ability to fly 
and cover huge distances gain the biggest 
advantage, securing food and shelter before 
the late-comers. This is also where the strong 
have the best chance to succeed. Those 
journeys are long, dangerous, full of risks and 
can be deadly at times. Migration is driven by 
instinct and accomplished by star navigation, 
magnetic fields, landscape recognition and 
good old-fashioned follow-the-leader. We can 
help. Put out food, offer shelter and give the 
migrators a place to restore energy and find a 
safe place to rest. 

It is impossible not to appreciate a garden 
full of life and colour. Songs and activity just 
bring warmth and appreciation to our souls. 
(And who doesn’t need more of that these 
days?) There are so many things to learn from 
birds, including watching them find nests, lay 
eggs, hatch young and fledge. Parents tend and 
teach, and a cycle of life is witnessed. 

The birds that migrate and stop are so 
diverse. Warblers pass through with small, 
colourful blasts. Large, ominous hawks arrive 
and many stay and set up shop. Little brown 
birds that skulk around but have big voices 
include song sparrows and house wrens. 
Rare or common, those birds make it fun. 
They bring sound, colour and life right into 
our backyards – or, if you like to explore, our 
forests and wetlands – and virtually anywhere 
we go. Birds are there to greet us. It’s all good 
and refreshing and gives us an attachment to 
the outdoors again.  OH

STORY MARK WIERCINSKI

IT BEGINS IN MARCH

Mark is a biologist with the Department 
of National Defence.

Spring brings more sun with longer days. Snow melts, ice breaks 
and waterways flow. But without a doubt, my favourite sign of 
spring is the return of birds.

Migration
the

SPRING

TheSpringMigration.indd   2 2021-02-19   2:15 PM

Get The Best Products For Your Best Life

At Top Choice, Your Vision Is Our Mission

5 1 9 . 8 2 4 . 0 3 8 2
w w w . t o p c h o i c e s . c a
5461 Hwy 6  N ,  Gue lph ,  ON
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TRENDING
Jenny says the modern farmhouse trend 
is holding strong again in 2021, featuring 
contrasts of light woods and dark accents 
complemented by soft natural textures. “This 
is a trend that’s had a huge impact not just on 
home interiors but exteriors also, which we 
haven’t seen in a while,” Jenny says, adding 
that accessorizing with pampas grass and other 
dried florals is also a popular look right now.

THE FINAL WORD

“Trends are great for inspiration, but they do come and 
go,” says Jenny. “A space should speak to what you love, 
regardless of what the trends are doing. We encourage our 
clients to follow their gut.”  OH

Get in Touch
519.591.2656 | centrestaged.com | shopcentrestaged.com

SERVICES

Centre Staged provides services 
ranging from real estate 
staging and full-scale interior/
exterior design to model home 
furnishings and e-design.  

WHAT’S NEW

2020 was a busy year 
for the team at Centre 
Staged. Lockdown time 
was used to establish 
accounts with suppliers, 
providing clients with 
access to items at less 
than retail cost. In addition 
to expanding the team 
to four, Centre Staged 
launched an in-studio 
décor shop showcasing 
unique, locally sourced 
home décor. Design 
technology was also a 
focus – Jenny invested 
in 3D rendering software 
to provide homeowners 
with stunning project plan 
visuals and launched an 
e-design service to deliver 
interactive room schemes 
to clients unable to meet 
in person. 

THE PLACE

Founded by designer Jenny Hilborn, Centre Staged Designs 
launched in 2013 with a few home staging accessories stored 
in her home’s basement. Within a few years her business 
blossomed into a full design studio with a 4,000 sq. ft. 
warehouse packed with gorgeous home furnishings and 
accessories ready to help clients stage a move-in-ready home 
for the real estate market, or design a home of their dreams. 
“I started my interior design career 12 years ago in the UK,” 
says Jenny. “My passion for design is at the forefront of our 
staging projects. Our two divisions, home staging and interior 
design, have grown exponentially.” 

Setting
the STAGE

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Linda Trafford, Brittany Langlois,
Jenny Hilborn and Brooke Sonnenburg
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COUNTRY COLONIALHavenHaven

STORY  MERRILYN PATTERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

THOMAS AND ALANNA’S LONG-TERM 
GOAL WAS TO BUILD A FAMILY HOME ON A 
BUCOLIC PIECE OF PROPERTY THEY HAD 
PURCHASED. AT THE TIME, THERE WERE 
14 STABLES IN AN EQUESTRIAN BARN, 
AND A 100-YEAR-OLD FARMHOUSE. BOTH 
LAWYERS WITH A YOUNG FAMILY, THEY 
ENVISIONED A LIFE WITH A COUNTRY 
FEEL, YET JUST A FIVE-MINUTE DRIVE 
FROM GEORGETOWN.   Continued on page 69

The expansive wall 
of custom windows 
take full advantage 
of the fabulous 
pastoral views.
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iIn 2018, they were ready to transform their patch of heaven into their 
family homestead. The 10-acre property is picture-perfect, with 
rolling hills and a river running through it. Logistically, there was a 
tremendous amount of site work to be done before breaking ground.

That’s where Rockhaven Homes came in. Thomas had many 
real estate dealings with homeowners in the area and often heard the 
Rockhaven name mentioned. The couple had also driven around town 
as they considered plans for their new home and were particularly 
drawn to Rockhaven’s designs.

They met with Albert and Jesse Grin, principals of Rockhaven Homes, 
and agreed on the spot that their values, work ethic and commitment to the 
job at hand were a fit. The barn, including stables and farmhouse buildings, 
were demolished and a massive amount of rubble taken away. This followed 

a two-year process working with the Credit Valley Conservation Authority, 
securing approvals for the exact location of the house. “Rockhaven had 
extensive experience dealing with the CVCA and were invaluable in moving 
the complicated process forward,” says Thomas. 

Alanna remembered “large, boxy” houses from her east coast 
childhood. Thomas had a large home in mind too, but had a tendency 
towards a more modern aesthetic. The compromise was to build a brick 
colonial-style home, large and rectangular in shape with a traditional 
floor plan and large designated rooms and hallways. Interior furnishings 
and finishes would have a more modern to transitional feel.

Rob Vanderwoerd of Elevate Home Design was the 
architectural designer. Working together on previous projects, 
Rockhaven interpreted the plans “with no hiccups,” says Jesse. 

ABOVE: Clean lines 
and fresh neutral tones 
allowed the homeowners 
to find a comfortable 
balance between 
traditional and modern 
styles. RIGHT: From the 
first meeting, Thomas 
and Alanna knew they 
would work well with 
Rockhaven’s Jesse Grin. 
OPPOSITE: Low-profile 
island stools allow 
the gorgeous marble 
countertop to take 
centre stage.

Continued on page 71
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The expansive kitchen/great room opens to a wall 
of custom windows from Dashwood Industries 
to take full advantage of the fabulous pastoral views. 
All trim, mouldings and interior doors came from 
Northfield Trim and Door.

Thomas is the primary cook and Alanna gave him 
free reign in choosing the cooking elements. The sleek, 
white-on-white kitchen is grounded by the dark island, 
topped with a magnificent piece of Ciot Sky Blue from 
Graniteworx, and placed so Thomas can see the vista 
outside. The couple chose Arctic White quartz for 
the other counters. Thomas says the custom stainless-
steel range hood from Vent-A-Hood is the pièce de 
résistance in this efficient, working kitchen. 

The build started in October of 2018. The space 
boasts a large gas fireplace installed by Bast Home 
Comfort with a traditional-style mantel from Omega 
Mantels. The sumptuous sectional furniture and navy/
charcoal/blush area rug purchased from Emerald 
Isle Home Furnishings make for cosy evenings 
with the family. The soft grey ties in with the serene 
neutral colours of the grand space. The walls are Silver 
Satin and the trim is painted Distant Gray, both by 
Benjamin Moore.

“I TOOK GREAT PLEASURE IN MAKING 
THIS ROOM MY OWN.” – Alanna

Modern lines and gold-toned 
accents in this main-floor home 
office create a calm and friendly 
spot for a productive day at 
work. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: The 
gold-toned fixtures continue in 
the main-floor powder room and 
pop beautifully against the rich 
dark-blue vanity and fresh, white 
countertop with recessed sink. 
TOP RIGHT: Thomas and Alanna 
chose a herringbone-patterned 
tile for their stylish mudroom and 
laundry area. In addition to being 
functional and beautiful, the tile’s 
texture and pattern are more 
forgiving against whatever dirt the 
day may bring. BOTTOM: A glass 
side-entry door sheds a welcoming 
natural light on the comings and 
goings of this busy family.

Continued on page 73
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Alanna’s pride and joy is the main-floor 
mudroom. It has cabinets for storing seasonal 
clothing and footwear and organized 
cubbies for each child’s gear. It’s welcoming 
and organized, but with an understated 
elegance like the rest of the house. She chose a 
herringbone patterned porcelain tile with the 
look of brick for the floor.

Both Thomas and Alanna use the main 
floor office. “I took great pleasure in making 
this room my own,” says Alanna. “There’s a 
space for all the things I need for work, but 
also for the things that I love to surround 
myself with.” The modern marble-topped desk 
is her most recent purchase from Emerald Isle 
Home Furnishings and the animal hide is the 
perfect accent in this country/chic setting.

A large, sun-drenched playroom completes 
the main floor. With its wall of windows and 
cathedral ceiling, it’s the perfect place to play 
for now, but is destined one day to become a 
library/sitting room. 

LEFT: A large walk-in 
closet off the entryway 
helps make this young 
family’s mess more 
manageable. RIGHT: 
Diverse design styles 
blend beautifully as a 
modern art piece and 
a hall console table 
transition seamlessly 
into the dining area 
with its traditional 
black pedestal table 
and white Shaker 
chairs. BELOW: Indoor 
play has a bright and 
central spot in Thomas 
and Alanna’s colonial 
creation, where a 
watchful eye can be 
kept on their children, 
Reilly and Rose. 
OPPOSITE: A modern 
lounge chair and large 
hide add warmth 
and visual interest to 
the large traditional 
colonial entryway.

Continued on page 74

“ROCKHAVEN IS LIKE A 
WELL-OILED MACHINE. 
THEY’RE SPEEDY. WHAT 
THEY TELL YOU IS WHAT 
YOU CAN DEPEND ON.”
– Thomas
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In keeping with the colonial 
style, there’s a large foyer and 
sweeping grand staircase, 
crafted by Stairworks, leading 
to four bedrooms.

The master bedroom, 
furnished with traditional 
furniture, mimics the grey/white 
theme downstairs. In the master 
en suite, a chevron-patterned tile 
floor from Ceramic Decor, a 
vessel tub and chandelier provide 
an elegant backdrop for the 
sweeping country views.

ABOVE: Waking up in this cosy, traditional master bedroom 
is made even better with large windows for Thomas and 
Alanna to watch the seasons go by on their 10-acre property. 
BELOW: The recessed shelving in the couple’s oversize glass 
shower provides a beautiful and practical solution for keeping 
bathing essentials in order. RIGHT: Unique flooring choices 
make this en suite shine. It breaks free from the traditional/
modern feel of the rest of the house – opting instead for the 
ambience of a romantic spa retreat. 

Continued on page 76

www.linenandlorehome.com
   @linenandlorehome

305 Northfield Dr. E., Waterloo (next to Timeless Materials)

We Welcome You to Visit Our Brick & Mortar Shoppe Opening 
March 2021 at One of the Most Beautiful Barns in the Waterloo Region!

Feel the Luxury...
of high-end quality, comfort 
and functionality with
surprisingly affordable
home renovations.

TOMAN INTERIORS ~ Interior Design Services ~ Book Now

226-820-0611 www.tomaninteriors.com

 39 Northfield Drive West 
Waterloo,ON N2L 4E6

519.884.4901

We are your Interior Trim, Door
& HardwareSpecialists
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519.787.2727 • sales@railmaster.ca
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Eight-year-old Reilly and five-year-old Rose have 
their own rooms, joined with a “Jill-and-Jill” bathroom 
with a clever sliding door, allowing for privacy in later 
years. Alanna chose a fun penny tile from Ceramic 
Decor for the floor.

The entire build took only nine months, just as Albert 
and Jesse predicted. “Rockhaven is like a well-oiled 
machine,” says Thomas. “They’re speedy. What they tell 
you is what you can depend on.”  OH

TOP LEFT: The girls’ 
bedrooms are joined by a 
charming and sophisticated 
bath that is neutral enough 
to grow with them as their 
styles mature. TOP RIGHT: 
Canopy netting frames 
Reilly’s traditional bed, 
giving it a magical princess 
quality. A fuzzy rug and 
aqua bed linens complete 
this fresh and cosy spot. 
LEFT: The tall Shaker-style 
bed frame in Rose’s room 
will stand the test of time 
as she grows. A modern 
take on traditional ruffled 
curtains adds a pretty detail 
that softens the extra-
large window.

519.624.3104
2670 Dundas Street South Cambridge ON

FURNITURE •  HOME DECOR • GIF TS

@laurels_loft

519.824.0401
54 Victoria Rd. S.

w w w.chatelainel ig hting.c a
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm • Sat 10am-3pm 

Sun Closed
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COLOUR
TRENDS
STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH

It’s a blue year for interior 
design. Major paint brands 
have picked their top paint 
colours, and blues are 
trending for your walls and 
home accessories. 

Aqua Fiesta (PPG1147-4), a vibrant blue-green, 
is Glidden’s first-ever accent colour of the year. 
It’s a bright refreshing aquamarine that will make 
a splash in small doses, perhaps on millwork or 
an accent wall.

Beauti-Tone Paint has 
selected Dancing in the Rain 
(C20-5-0644-0), a pastel 
blue. “It’s a blue we can relax 
in while feeling as though 
we are in a calm and tranquil 
environment,” says Kristen 
Gear, Beauti-Tone’s lead 
colour designer.

THIS YEAR’S COLOURS 
ARE OPTIMISTIC 
AND PLAY TO OUR 
OVERWHELMING 
NEED FOR COMFORT 
AT HOME. 

THE BLUES

SICO has selected 
Blue-Winged 
Warbler (6160-52) 
as its Colour of the 
Year. It’s named after 
the North American 
songbird, an ode to 
nature enthusiasts 
and outdoor 
adventure seekers.

ColourTrends.indd   2 2021-02-16   9:42 AM

Continued on page 80

74 MAIN ST., ERIN    519.833.2596

Home of the 
Wrendale Designs Collection

V ISIT US I N- STOR E OR ONLI NE AT :
t h e w e a t h e r v a n e . c a

6548 Wellington Rd. 7, Elora  |  519.846.5393
Make it your store at: www.elorahomehardware.ca

Let us help bring all your 
design ideas together!

Paint •  Wallpaper •  Bathrooms •  Decor

kati@katibujnafineart.ca 519-573-6371 

FINE ART BY DDIGN. LIVE HAPPIIT.
Cambridge, Ontario.Cambridge, Ontario.
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MOVING AWAY 
FROM GREY

BACK TO 
NATURE 
While blues dominate, our natural 
surroundings also inspire colour.

Benjamin Moore says its colour, Aegean Teal (2136-40), will help 
create natural harmony in your home. The company calls the 
colour “intriguing, balanced and deeply soothing.” Imagine this 
colour on your kitchen cabinets.

Urbane Bronze (SW 
7048), the top pick from 
Sherwin Williams, is a 
warm hue the company 
says will help you create 
“the ultimate retreat for 
reflection and renewal,” 
and “a sense of calm 
from the ground up.” It’s 
perfect for window trims 
or accent walls.

Behr decided on a spectrum 
of colours – 21 shades ranging 
from soft neutrals to energizing 
bolds. Their aim is for us to 
create the elevated comfort “we 
all need right now.” Broadway 
(PPU18-20) is described as 
“safe and resilient.”

Farrow & Ball has selected 
12 shades for its 2021 
colour trends, mostly 
earthy neutrals and natural 
colours. The company 
says its selections reflect 
“a broader trend toward 
warm, organic colours and 
away from cool greys and 
blues.” We like Green 
Smoke No.47.  OH

Valspar’s colour 
experts unveiled 12 
“fresh and familiar 
colours” that are 
on-trend now and 
are “easy to love 
forever.” One of 
our top picks from 
this collection is 
Soft Candlelight 
(3005-6C).

ColourTrends.indd   3 2021-02-16   9:42 AM
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YOUR COMPLETE INTERIOR DESIGN CENTRE

Family owned and operated since 1975

WE MEASURE, DESIGN, SUPPLY & INSTALL!

LET US HELP YOU LOVE YOUR HOME!  
WE COME TO YOU!

Our Family Would Like to Thank You for Your 
Continued Support!

FREE SHOP AT HOME SERVICE

GUELPH’S #1 WINDOWS & DOORS 
COMPANY FOR OVER 10 YEARS!

Windows &Doors.
Professionaly Installed.
Call for Your In-Home No Obligation Quote.

Windows &Doors.
Professionaly Installed.
Call for Your In-Home No Obligation Quote.

QUALITY - TRUST - VALUE
80 Regal Rd., Unit 1,  Guelph, ON

519.821.7800
www.georgeswindows.com

WINDOWS • EGRESS WINDOWS 
DOORS • PATIO DOORS
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Local pros share home improvement 
and decorating ideas.

places to go
PEOPLE

MEETto “The resurgence of antiques 
paired with new décor is a 
design trend that’s here for 
the long haul.”

Melissa Heaman & Jen MacEwan

LINEN + LORE HOME
Starting as an online home décor boutique, Linen + Lore 
Home quickly expanded into a brick-and-mortar shop in 
a beautiful, repurposed barn in Waterloo Region. A love of 
creating beautiful spaces has evolved into a collection of home 
décor that showcases natural materials, artistic expressions, 
skilled techniques and a life past-lived.

HOT PRODUCTS
Our hot products are antique and vintage mirrors and one-of-
a-kind art. The resurgence of antiques paired with new décor 
is a design trend that’s here for the long haul. Also in high 
demand are locally made, eco-friendly soy wax candles from 
Little Beausoleil Candle Co. and the Wick portable LED lamp 
by Graypants.

COMING SOON
•	 A new lighting selection, 

including table lamps, floor lamps 
and pendants.

•	 Natural and eco-friendly indoor and 
outdoor rugs and runners.

•	 Our very own Linen + Lore Signature 
Linen bedding.

Continued on page 84
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Rowan McLean

STATION EARTH TOTAL 
HOME TECHNOLOGIES
We specialize in the design, engineering and installation 
of high-performance home theatres and whole-home 
automation systems. Projects typically include interior 
shading and lighting, distributed audio and video, 
camera surveillance, landscape lighting, outdoor 
entertainment, security and networking.

OUR PASSION
The heart and soul of any business is 
its people. We take great pride in our 
team and the one-of-a-kind solutions 
we bring to our discerning clients 
every day. We are a passionate group 
of individuals dedicated to blending 
automation technology with interior 
design aesthetics to create truly 
memorable spaces.

TRENDS
The current environment shows us the critical role 
technology plays in making our home a sanctuary for 
work and entertainment. Investment in technology 
has soared as we navigate the transition to spending 
more work and leisure time at home. We expect this 
investment to continue for the foreseeable future.

“Our biggest source of 
pride is the referrals we get 
from our existing clients.”

Continued on page 86

Serving Waterloo Region & Area For Almost 40 Years!

FENCE & DECK DESIGN & INSTALLATION  •  STORAGE SHEDS  •  GAZEBOS  •  PERGOLAS  •  ARBORS 
PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER  •  CEDAR  •  COMPOSITE  •  CHAIN LINK  •  WROUGHT IRON

519.624.2865
campbellfenceanddeck.com

We’d love to help with your next home project!

FREE ESTIMATES

Economical
   Attractive
        Straightforward
              Yours
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Trevor Esler
& Bonnie Esler

T&T BUILDING 
PRODUCTS INC.
T&T Building Products Inc. 
has been supplying London 
and the surrounding area with 
quality interior and exterior 
building products for more than 
30 years. A family-owned and 
operated business, we supply 
local homebuilders as well as 
stores. Follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram to view our 
latest projects.

FAVOURITE PROJECT
One of our favourite projects was working on an old 
heritage home. We worked with the contractor to come 
up with a design for the columns that reflected the 
original look and charm of this century old house.

OUR SPECIALTY
We manufacture exterior columns, garage door frames, pediments 
and other exterior trim items - all made out of PVC/vinyl material. This 
material not only enhances the look of the product, but is very durable 
and will last a lifetime. You will only need to purchase our products once. 
Whether you are building a brand new home or are in the process of 
renovating your current home, T&T will work with you from start to finish.

“Opportunities don’t 
happen… you create them.”

Continued on page 88
www.shadeplus.ca

Enhance Your Exterior Décor & Comfort with 

SHADE PLUS
Awnings  •  Patio Covers  •  Drop Shades  •  Railings

We offer many options for 
shade including patio covers & 

enclosures so you can enjoy your 
outdoor living space. We install top 
quality retractable awnings which 
you can add a motor, wind sensor 

or drop shade. Canadian made 
products with excellent warranties.

www.environmentalpestcontrol.ca  •  1-800-263-5055

LOCAL EXPERTS SINCE 1988

519.846.5771
42 Mill St., W. Elora, ON

KITCHENWARE & BEYOND

Grand Gourmet

NEW
Kitchen & Home

Artist Inspired Prints Sure to 
Bring Your Space to Life!

PLUS trim, moulding and more•See us for all your hardwood needs!

Archi tec tural  Design
519.925.0663

www.janssendesign.ca

Custom Homes
Cottages

Additions
Renovations
Commercial

86  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

people & places



Terry Rubach, Cynthia Rubach, 
Paul Santos, Bill Van De Ven, 
Kyle Halls & Morgan Jackman

XANADU FINE 
CABINETRY & 
INTERIORS
The Xanadu experience starts with 
great design and style. The real magic 
happens when those ideas take shape 
through the craftsmanship of our 
team. Some may be behind the scenes, 
but they are the unsung heroes of 
Xanadu. From designers to installers, 
our team of passionate people brings 
your vision to reality.  

OUR SERVICES
Xanadu provides both design and 
project management services and 
prides itself on having the ability to 
not only create custom cabinetry but 
a complete custom design. Owners 
Bill Van De Ven and Tara Schuett 
offer a personalized experience for 
every client. Knowledge, skill and 
exceptional care of the highest calibre 
are their standard.   

MUST-SEE
We are always 
excited to share our 
showroom in Elora, 
where we feature 
custom cabinetry, 
design and renovation 
services for the 
home. From kitchens 
and wine cellars to 
mudroom storage 
and interior fixtures, 
finishes and décor – 
we are your one-stop 
shop to make every 
home something 
special.  OH

“They may be behind the scenes, but 
they are the unsung heroes of Xanadu.”

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

Bill Van De Ven and Tara Schuett

In Home Consultations Available!
Showroom is Open Monday - Saturday 9am-5pm

Bl inds  |  Drapery  |  Shutters  & More

519.893.8687
299 Manitou Dr., Kitchener
www.blindsareus.ca

F a m i l y  O w n e d  &  O p e r a t e d  f o r  2 5  Ye a r s !

GOOD FOR YOUR WALLET
AND THE ENVIRONMENT

WE CLEAN AND REPAIR YOUR EXISTING BLINDS

If your blinds are beyond repair or you’re ready for a new look , 
visit our showroom for the latest trends in window coverings.
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Homeowner Karen Homer has certainly 
been there. Homer, who’s been completing 
a string of projects on her Guelph century 
home over the past year, recalls encountering 
everything from booked-up contractors to 
lumber shortages to COVID-related product 
and shipping delays. With a custom door for 
example, she says, “This door should usually 
take nine weeks to come, which is long 
enough, but it took 16 weeks.” 

Add to that an extra layer of COVID 
protocols and PPE. At one point, during some 
mould remediation work in her basement, 
Karen found herself dealing not only with 
“guys in COVID suits but others in mould-
hazard suits. So it’s been fun!”

For industry players and homeowners 
alike, 2020 was uniquely and unforgettably 
challenging. If you plan to begin a new 
project this year, here’s a look at what’s in the 
forecast for the home improvement industry 
plus advice on navigating challenges.

IF YOU TRIED TO COMPLETE SOME HOME IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS (OR EVEN BASIC MAINTENANCE) OVER THE 
PAST YEAR AND HIT A FEW SNAGS, YOU’RE NOT ALONE.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
FORECAST 2021
WHAT HOMEOWNERS CAN EXPECT
STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE
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Continued on page 92

‘Home 
has never 

meant 
so much.’

Making a community together.
bigjohnleacock.com   519-546-6629
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MORE OF THE SAME
BUT DIFFERENT, TOO
What can homeowners expect this year? 
We talked to Michael Garrity, CEO of 
Financeit, a Toronto-based company that 
provides mobile-friendly financing apps 
for things like home renos. 

Michael begins by making sense of 
what happened last year. “If there was a 
theme for 2020, it would be ‘Dealing with 
change without a playbook,’ right? We had 
no idea this was going to come, once it hit 
us we had no idea how big it was going to 
be, what the implications were going to be, 
what the government reaction was going 
to be, what people’s perceptions of safety 
would look like. It was all trial by fire.” 

Adding to the complexity, says 
Michael, after an industry lockdown in 
Q2, the home improvement sector saw 
a wild 60 per cent year-over-year rise in 
the third quarter – hand-in-hand with 
unprecedented delays and shortages. 

For 2021, with a second lockdown 
in January, he says, “We are going to 
continue to wrestle with effects and 
implications of the health pandemic for 
the entirety of the year.” Yet Michael also 
sees more reasons to be encouraged.   

“What’s different this year from 
last year is we have information; we 
know what to expect. We’re done with 
[establishing] policies and procedures 
and protocols. We know how to operate 
in a lockdown… in a grey zone, and a 
yellow zone and red zone. We’re ready 
as an industry.”

 

BETTER TECH TOOLS
In 2021 we’re all also armed with geeky 
new skills, having mastered virtual 
meeting platforms and other tech tools 
thanks to COVID. Michael says on the 
industry side, “We’ve moved to virtual 
consults, taken advantage of new tools 
that are available so we can minimize 
interruptions with customers.” In this 
wider-scale adoption of tech, he says 
his own company’s online applications, 
which allow customers to finance home 
improvement projects online, also saw 
real growth in 2020. “Electronic payments 
and online financing tools like ours 
exploded because of again just health 
concerns and the inconvenience of cash.”

SUPPLY ISSUES
Supply issues are improving. Overall, 
Michael says, “I think that supply chain 
issues are going to be less frequent because 
of knowledge. We know and we can plan for 
alternative places to source material from.” 

SPECIFIC TRENDS
Michael says the past year also brought a 
“reinforcement of the value of the home.” 
In 2021, with people still not travelling, we 
should see more of the same – spending 
on backyards, pools, spas, outdoor 
kitchens, new driveways, basketball 
courts and anything that maximizes 
enjoyment of our homes. 

ADVICE
For 2021, with home improvement projects, 
Michael advises planning ahead as much as 
possible. “Secure the contractor that you want to 
work with as early in the season as you can because 
there will be an increased amount of demand.”

And for larger spends, particularly if you might 
sell down the line, Karen says a savvy realtor with 
good local knowledge can really help you prioritize 
spending. “I had a realtor walk through the house 
with me and make lists of bare minimum things 
that needed to be addressed,” she says.

Finally, the right mindset – being patient and 
flexible – and the need for good safety protocols 
will stay with us this year. “We’re going to 
experience elements of the health pandemic for all 
of 2021,” says Michael. “It’s safe to do projects, as 
long as you take care.”  OH

NATUREKAST WEATHERPROOF CABINETRY

BASKETBALL COURT: SPORT COURT ONTARIO
LANDSCAPING: LAND EFFECTS OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

PHOTO: KELLY HORKOFF
LANDSCAPING: SHADES OF SUMMER LANDSCAPING 
AND MAINTENANCE

HomeImprovementForecast2021.indd   3 2021-02-16   12:37 PM

905.624.5377  
www.rudyvandenbergclassicrenovations.com 

We build and renovate uniquely tailored homes. 
We are known for our knowledgeable advice, professionalism, and attention to detail. 
We invite you to discover how we transform ordinary spaces into exceptional homes.
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BLACK & GOLD
Add classic style to your home with the latest kitchen and bathroom fixtures 

for every budget. Gold adds a formal touch. Black fits with every design.
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Find your style...
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Continued on page 126

Minimalist Sliding Doors
With the Panorama by QFORT range, we provide you with a series 
of aluminium sliding door systems featuring a stylish, minimalist 
design and high performance over time.

The Panorama by QFORT sliding systems provide increased 
visibility of the outdoor environment and also have high resistance 
to bad weather, due to the state-of-the-art technical specifications.

Looking to see some of the most minimalist products on the market? 
Visit our website or our showroom for more details!

Visit us here: 334 Manitou Drive, Unit C
Kitchener, Ontario, N2C 1L3
Visit our website: www.qfort.ca

Call us: (519) 954-6607
Follow us on Instagram @qfortkw



1. MUUTO: Under The Bell Pendant Lamp in Grey  2. DESIGN WITHIN REACH: Eames Elephant in Buttercup  3. BENJAMIN 
MOORE: Paint in Dior Gray  4. ANNIE SLOAN: Chalk Paint in Chicago Grey & English Yellow  5. YORK WALL COVERINGS: Citrus 
Party Unpasted Wallpaper & French Linen Stripe Sure Strip Wallaper  6. DALTILE: Bee Hive Tile in Run-Up Cool Blend P018 & 
Retro Rounds Tile in Daffodil Yellow RR07  7. ÀLAMODE HOME: Ikat Jaya Table Runner  8. ABBOTT COLLECTION: Bevi Insulated 
Wine Tumbler in Yellow  9. ABBOTT COLLECTION: Hello Doormat  10. BOUCLAIR: Ceramic Potted Grass & Ceramic Potted Apple 
Leaves  11. FLOS: OK Light Dimmable Ceiling Lamp with Soft Touch Switch in Yellow  12. KLIPPAN: Luxor Wool Throws in Saffron 
and Stone  13. MUUTO: Restore Round Basket in Grey  14. CIRCU: Sky B Plane Bed  15. RENWIL: Monrovia Rug – RMOB-22569  
16. EASTERN ACCENTS: Thom Filicia Sconset Lemon Decorative Pillow  17. MUUTO: Outline Chair in Fiord 151  OH

ULTIMATE GRAY
+ ILLUMINATING

PANTONE’S COLOUR OF 2021
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Store Hours:
Monday & Saturday 8:30 to 5:00  |  Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 to 5:30

Thursday & Friday 8:30 to 8:00  |  We are closed on Sundays.
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5663 Line 86 just east of Listowel.
1.800.365.9127

HST INCLUDED • FREE DELIVERY

Today’s home trends embraced under one roof.
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CChristine Annis has been interested 
in home design and architecture for as long as she can remember. She has 
a rewarding career in nursing, but wanted stimulation from something 
that nurtured her creativity and passion for design. She studied online and 
earned a diploma in design from The Interior Design Institute. 

Eight years ago Christine and her husband Rob decided to build their 
forever home in Listowel. Both wanted to be close to work and have space 
for a blended family that includes six children – three still at home. Hoping 
to be closer to town but with a country view, they found the ideal one-acre 
lot with lots of room for the kids and their dog Maisel to play on the flood 
plains at the edge of Listowel. This was Christine’s opportunity to use 
her new design skills to bring to life the couple’s vision of a functional but 
beautiful family home. 

Inspired by the grand prize Oakville home in a Princess Margaret 
Lottery, Rob and Christine commissioned local builders Richard and 
Roy Rozendal of Rozendal Construction Ltd. to be their general 
contractor. “I wanted a graceful home that looks like it belonged here, 
but not too country – a pine exterior with a painted finish and a large, 
welcoming, covered front porch,” says Christine.

passion
 PROJECT

STORY MERRILYN PATTERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Continued on page 101

The formal dining room reflects a comfortable family feeling made more personal with Christine and Rob’s travel photographs 
on the wall. A clean-lined platform chandelier creates an indirect glow to enhance meals in the dining room. OPPOSITE, TOP 
LEFT: A simple sideboard adjacent to the dining table offers extra space for serving dishes during meals or a perfect alcove for 
Christine to display her latest design favourites. Gold-themed flatware and charger plates add a bit of bling. BOTTOM LEFT: 
An oversize framed print in the same wood tone as the front door balances this elegant entryway.

Homeowners Christine and Rob relax in their 
finished vision come to life: a functional and 
beautiful family home on the edge of Listowel. 
The family pup Maisel gives the spacious and 
durable abode two paws up. 
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David Myer of David Myer 
Design Consulting drew up the 
architectural plans. 

Christine designed the central island 
in the kitchen to look more like a table. 
The family loves to entertain with 
Rob being the primary cook. His wish 
list included a Gaggeneau induction 
stovetop and Christine says now that 
they have one, they’d never go back to a 
conventional style. Heirlooms Custom 
Cabinetry & Furniture built the 
cabinets and their appliances came from 
AMG Studios. Casement windows 
throughout were supplied and installed 
by Bavarian Window Works. Gabel 
Electric Plumbing HVAC completed all 
electrical services. 

A large pantry at the back leads 
to a walkout to the expansive deck 

– handy for outdoor entertaining in 
the summer. Christine’s “must have” 
banquette seating invites morning 
conversation over coffee. 

Christine chose a neutral and calm 
colour scheme in the great room, using 
grey and white as the primary colours. 
Most of the furniture was purchased 
at Conway Furniture. Pops of colour 
and texture are added seasonally with a 
change of toss cushions, throws and fresh 
flowers. Christine found many of her 
favourite accessories at Watson’s Home 
Hardware in Listowel.

Christine wanted contemporary 
floating built-in shelves in the living room 
to complement the horizontal lines in the 
concrete fireplace surround. The walls 
behind the shelves are painted to blend 
with the television.

RIGHT: The large pantry off 
the kitchen provides a smart 
bonus space for outdoor 
meal prep and food storage. 
A durable rug in a kitchen or 
pantry can add warmth and 
frame a large area. BELOW: 
The kitchen island seating 
and nearby banquette 
embraces gathering in 
the heart of the home. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: Christine 
chose stylish subway tile 
to create a natural yet 
glamourous backsplash 
that showcases the main 
attraction – a gorgeous 
Gaggeneau induction 
stovetop and range hood. 
BOTTOM: A classic pedestal 
table in warm wood, earthy 
accessories and colourful 
pillows make the banquette 
area comfy and inviting. 

Continued on page 102
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The room’s ceiling boasts painted beams, 
which add depth and texture to the room while 
the adjacent dining room has a more intricate and 
formal milled design in a coffered ceiling. Christine 
admits the ceiling details were a splurge. Rozendal 
Construction completed all the millwork. 

Christine’s love of nature and whimsy is 

exhibited in her artful tablescape in the dining 
room. The room’s artwork is a collection of 
reconfigured photographs taken on the couple’s 
honeymoon in Bali. 

A small but functional home office is tucked off 
the main entry. It doubles as a guest room with a 
pullout sofa for family visits.

BELOW: Christine’s designer eye is evident throughout 
the home, with clever groupings and fresh accessory 
combinations. An eclectic mix of throw pillows creates an 
inviting space to cosy up by the fire and watch a movie. 
RIGHT: A clear and open view from the kitchen to the living 
room produces the warm and functional feeling Christine 
and Rob were looking for. BOTTOM RIGHT: Choosing a 
bold background shade for built-ins makes display items 
pop – and a large flatscreen TV less prominent.Continued on page 105
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The main-floor laundry with cubbies, 
open shelves and cabinets for storage, 
laundry and pet supplies is cleverly located 
near the master suite. “Once the kids have 
all gone,” Christine imagines, “we have 
everything we need on the main floor.” 
The master is a calm and serene place for 
the couple to retreat after busy days at 
work. The vaulted ceiling in the master 
bedroom, freestanding tub and Swarovski 
faucets in the en suite were all upgrades 
that Christine decided were splurge-
worthy additions.

“ONCE THE 
KIDS HAVE ALL 
GONE, WE HAVE 
EVERYTHING WE 
NEED ON THE 
MAIN FLOOR.”

TOP: A Mid-century modern-influenced table sets 
the stage for this natural hallway display filled 
with more of Christine’s signature style finds. 
RIGHT: Glass canisters filled with laundry and pet 
supplies offer a stylish way to view necessities. 
A cleverly placed hanging rod provides a 
convenient spot to air-dry items. OPPOSITE: 
Mid-century modern chairs and accessories give 
this home office a fresh, modern vibe, with a shag 
rug providing a cosy appeal. Tall drape panels 
with crisp black grommets and simple rod reflect 
the room’s get-down-to-business ambience.

Continued on page 108
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ABOVE: A recessed 
television and 
fireplace in the master  
bedroom save space 
while enhancing the 
mood as an at-home 
getaway. The grey 
tufted bed frame with 
nailhead detailing 
and white-on-white 
bed linens are a 
timeless choice.  
LEFT: The grey-
and-white theme 
continues in the 
couple’s en suite, 
creating an elegant, 
luxurious result. 
Square gold knobs 
on the vanity add a 
warm touch. A simple, 
white-trimmed 
mirror mimics the 
large window and 
maximizes the light 
in the room.

519.492.0533
christ inesdesignz@gmail .com

www.christ inesdesigns.ca

beautiful, functional spaces to suit your life 
& add uniqueness to your home 

519-644-1110 • 1797 Glanworth Dr., London • tandtbuildingproducts.com

Vinyl Garage Door 
Frames – Curved  

& Rectangular

Vinyl Columns

Gable Details  
& Pediments

Custom Interior Trim

Specializing in:

140 Main St., E,
Listowel, ON
519.291.2610

44195 Harriston Rd,
Hwy #87, Gorrie, ON

519.335.3551

370 Bayfield Rd.,
Goderich, ON
519.524.8312

208 Hamilton St., S,
Blyth, ON

519.523.9306

4 GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

www.watsonshomehardware.com

At GABEL we take pride in the quality of our work, as well 
as the trusting relationships we build with contractors 

and customers.

Every day we strive to be the most professional, dependable 
company possible, while creating a healthy environment for 

all of our employees to work and excel in.

www.GABELELECTRIC.com

Creating unique products that 
are individually tailored to each 
client’s specific style and needs.

519.291.5552
5356 Line 81, Listowel
info@heirloomscabinetry.com
www.heirloomscabinetry.com

• Family Based Business
• Top Quality Materials Only
• Detailed Craftsmanship
• Friendly & Helpful Staff
• Customized To Your Home
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Christine has some ideas for updating the second floor and 
has already begun by installing a soft, textural pink wallpaper as 
a focal wall in her daughter Abigail’s room. 

Designing and building her own home gave Christine the 
confidence she needed to start her own business, Christine’s 
Designs. She started by renovating a local restaurant, Diana 
Sweets, and helping Watson’s Home Hardware with its 
showroom. Living in a small rural town has benefitted her 
growing business, and today she works part-time as a nurse so 
she can devote more time to her own business and her passion 
for design.  OH

TOP: In daughter Abigail’s room, a rose-gold statement wall, bold-
coloured headboard and romantic chandelier create a soft and 
sophisticated backdrop that can be easily updated in the coming years by 
changing up linens and throw pillows. Clever built-ins on either side of the 
window create an intuitive spot for window bench seating. RIGHT: In the 
main bath upstairs, touches of Old Hollywood style shine through. Simple 
countertops and raised-lip sinks create a neutral backdrop for luxe light 
fixtures and a duo of classic mirrors.

Let us inspire you.
Visit us at:
2236 Shirley Dr. Kitchener
519-578-3938
bavarianwindows.com
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THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN WELLINGTON 
COUNTY, ORANGEVILLE, CALEDON & WATERLOO REGION

MY MISSION IS TO DELIVER 
THE GOLD STANDARD IN 
CANADIAN REAL ESTATE 
Bringing extensive knowledge 
of the real estate market, design 
and renovation to his position as 
an accomplished and respected 
Realtor, Marius Urzica offers his 
clients an outstanding level of 
service.

His formal education and 
training, in harmony with years of 
experience purchasing, owning 
and selling property, allows 
Marius to excel at every level of 
the real estate transaction.

Known by clients and 
colleagues alike for his tenacity, 
perseverance, honesty and 
fairness, Marius also enjoys 
a stellar reputation for quick, 
timely responses to each client’s 
needs and concerns.

Aside from his Realtor 
career, Marius is the founder of 
ThePowerOfInvesting meetup 
and member of the Board 
of Directors of one of the 
Condominium Corporations 
where he owns an investment 
property, thus bringing to the 
table knowledge and education 
from multiple fields.

“I genuinely love real estate 
and helping people fulfill their 
dreams!” Marius exclaims. “I 
can’t see myself ever doing 
anything else.”
Marius Urzica, Sales 
Representative – Century 21
515 Riverbend Dr, #103
Kitchener | 226.339.3146
marius.urzica@century21.ca
marius-urzica.c21.ca 

FERGUS MOBILE SERVICES  
Founded seven years ago by 
owner Frank Clark, Fergus 
Mobile Services offers a broad 
range of repair, building 
and renovation services to 
homeowners in Fergus and 
surrounding areas.

Working mostly from 
referrals and valuable word-
of-mouth recommendations, 
his business began with 
“helping a friend” to install 
a heating cable on a roof, 
which led to projects that 
included refinishing hardwood 
floors, renovating bathrooms, 
repairing stairs and building 
a challenging retaining wall 
at the deep end of a pool. “I 
noticed a huge need to help 
retired people, veterans and 
widows,” says Frank, “so, I took 
all my hobbies and combined 
them to what became Fergus 
Mobile Services.”

Over the years Frank 
has established working 
relationships with a great group 
of tradespeople in the area to 
provide expertise in any area 
around the home you may need 
help with. Check out page 46 of 
this issue for a story about the 
biggest project Fergus Mobile 
Services has ever completed – 
the restoration of a charming 
old century home.

Contact us today to discover 
why our tagline is: “Don’t Just 
Get a Handyman, Get a Super 
Frank Handyman!”
669 St Andrew St W, Fergus 
O: 226.383.3069
C: 613.868.1069 
(Please see ad on pg 55)

HEARTH & LEISURE
Whether you’re looking for 
quality home heating products 
and service or maybe seeking 
that last part to complete your 
dream radio-controlled vehicle, 
Hearth & Leisure/Scale Builders 
Workshop has you covered on all 
fronts in Shelburne and Clifford.

Hearth & Leisure stocks 
countless products in the wood 
heating realm, including wood 
stoves, pellet stoves and fireplaces 
as well as accessories to repair and 
operate the unit. The store also 
carries gas stoves and fireplaces in 
many sizes and styles while offering 
Green Mountain pellet barbecues 
for the backyard cooking enthusiast. 
Cedar furniture, hammocks and 
Contour pedal boats are also 
brought in for the summer. This 
year we are adding outside gas and 
wood firepits. 

The first location near Shelburne 
on Hwy 89 has been in business 
since 1976. The present owners have 
been here since 2002 and since then 
have opened another location in 
Clifford with their son as manager. 

The Scale Builders Workshop 
portion of the business has been 
operational for four years and 
involves RC cars and trucks including 
parts, paints and 3-D printing. 
Beside the store they have built a 
rock course for customers to test 
out their final built products and 
to host annual meets for serious 
builders. Craig has been an avid 
model builder from way back and 
estimates that he has assembled 
over 50 RC vehicles for business and 
personal use, while also constructing 
at least 100 car and truck models in 
his lifetime.
Open Mon-Sat, 9-5 pm | Primrose 
Wed-Sat, 9-5pm | Clifford 
hearthandleisure.com 
(Please see ad on pg 81)

CAMPBELL FENCE AND 
DECKS 
Campbell Fence and Decks has 
been working with homeowners 
in the Waterloo Region for 
almost 40 years, providing 
attractive, functional and 
affordable backyard living space 
improvements.

As a multi-generational 
family run business, we take 
pride in our desire to provide 
quality craftsmanship. We are 
committed to delivering fully 
custom, professional designs, 
tailored to individual needs 
and budgets. Our longstanding 
relationship with lumber 
suppliers, homebuilders and 
municipalities and our keen eye 
for design allow us to seamlessly 
manage projects from concept 
to completion. We use the best 
material available. We consider 
your lifestyle and budget, we 
pay attention to the important 
details and take the time to 
create outdoor living spaces 
that are an extension of your 
home and will provide years of 
enjoyment.

Whether it’s an estimate for a 
complete design and installation 
OR you are looking for materials 
for your DIY project and require 
little to no assistance we’d love 
to hear from you. We’re here to 
help with the improvements you 
plan to make to your outdoor 
living space this coming season. 
Our goal is to make it E A S Y  
(Economical, Attractive, 
Straightforward, Yours).
D’Arcy & David McKinley for 
Campbell Fence and Decks
519.624.2865
campbellfenceanddeck.com 
(Please see ad on pg 85)

BATH FITTER 
For more than 35 years, Bath 
Fitter has been making dreams 
come true. The bathroom of 
your dreams is just a day away! 
Most Bath Fitter solutions are 
completed in less than one 
day. All the work is done by 
expertly trained Bath Fitter 
employees. 

Bath Fitter has perfected 
a tub-over-tub installation 
process. Once our Sales 
Consultant takes precise 
measurements of your bath 
space, our manufacturing team 
creates a premium quality 
acrylic bathtub liner, custom 
made to fit over your bathtub. 
Our one-piece seamless walls 
are also manufactured at our 
Canadian facilities to provide a 
watertight fit over the existing 
walls in your bath space. 

Along with bathtubs and 
wall systems in a variety of 
styles and colours, Bath Fitter 
offers several shower liners 
and can convert bathtubs into 
walk-in showers. Accessorize 
your bath space with your 
choice of shelves, grab bars, 
soap dishes, seats and more.

Our free consultations can 
take place in your home, or 
virtually. All of our employees 
adhere to strict protocols 
to keep themselves and our 
customers safe during this 
pandemic.
Find out more by  
calling our Kitchener  
location today at 
519.747.3906 
Visit our website 
bathfitter.com/location/kitchener/  
or stop by  
265 Frobisher Dr, Waterloo
(Please see ad on pg 8)

Continued on page 112

TOMAN INTERIORS
At Toman Interiors the promise 
I’m giving you is not just the 
design and construction of 
bricks and tiles. It is your 
sanctuary where you make the 
best memories with your loved 
ones. A safe haven you can 
look at with pride and say, “I 
can happily live in this place 
forever.”

At Toman Interiors, every 
complicated step from 
flooring, plumbing and 
fixtures, lighting and electrical 
plans and many more tasks you 
don’t have time to deal with 
can be done in one simple 
solution. It’s the solution that 
gives you all you need for the 
creation of your sanctuary. 
With my guarantee, I am able 
to promise your project will 
stay within budget. If you find 
any of the same materials for 
cheaper, I am willing to pay the 
difference.  
Visit my website  
for more information:  
tomaninteriors.com
Or contact me today to book 
your free consultation now 
instead of paying $297. 
This offer is exclusive for  
OUR HOMES readers!
226.820.0611 
(Please see ad on pg 75)

HOMEBASICS 
From contemporary to classic 
traditional to an eclectic mix of 
your own style, HomeBasics 
can help you enhance the 
atmosphere of your home.  
We offer a beautifully curated 
collection of affordable fine 
furniture, home décor and a 
relaxing shopping experience.

HomeBasics is a family 
run company, where we strive 
to create a retail store that 
celebrates the comforts of home 
by helping customers create 
liveable spaces with individual 
style. We achieve this by featuring 
a vast variety of décor from wall 
art to area rugs, to kitchen and 
housewares, to giftware and so 
much more. We pride ourselves 
on offering affordable style for 
any home, for less! 

With a combination of fresh 
looks, hot trends and unique 
finds, your search for that perfect 
piece of furniture or home décor 
begins here. Be sure to check us 
out on Instagram and Facebook 
for new products and promotions 
and check out our website at 
homebasicsinc.com. We are now 
offering two locations to better 
serve you. Our new HB Furniture 
Shop offers more sofa selections, 
bedroom and dining suites in 
this furniture only dedicated 
location at 727 St. Andrew St. 
West in Fergus. And of course, 
HomeBasics, stop by the shop, 
Monday to Saturday to have a 
look...we can’t wait to meet you. 
HomeBasics: 199 St. Patrick  
St W, Fergus | 519.843.2757
HB Furniture: 727 St. Andrew 
St W, Fergus | 519.501.7134
homebasicsinc.com   
(Please see ad on pg 119)

KITCHEN REVIVAL
At Kitchen Revival, our mission 
is to provide professional 
services with a personal touch 
to individuals living in the 
greater Guelph area. We are a 
small company that specializes 
in kitchen and bath cabinet 
refinishing. Oftentimes when 
customers are looking to 
remodel their kitchen, they will 
make the mistake of having their 
entire kitchen gutted, making 
what could have been a less 
intrusive job unnecessarily long 
and expensive. We can add new 
cabinets to existing cabinetry, 
build and install new islands or 
pantries, facilitate new stone 
countertops, and offer new 
backsplashes. We spray finish 
the in-house cabinets and the 
doors and drawers are refinished 
at our shop. With a spray 
finish you can expect a factory 
grade finish with no brush or 
roller marks. We use a variety 
of primers depending on the 
substrate we are working with 
and only use KCMA approved 
coatings. We also offer an Italian 
coating that is imported directly 
from Italy for clients that require 
the highest quality of finish. 
There is a difference between 
painting cabinets and refinishing 
cabinets. At Kitchen Revival we 
refinish to the highest standard.  
Contact us today for a 
free estimate and learn 
why Kitchen Revival  
is second to none 
519.831.0539 
kitchenrevivalguelph@gmail.com

 @kitchen_revival_guelph
(Please see ad on pg 35)
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COUNTY, ORANGEVILLE, CALEDON & WATERLOO REGION

QFORT – EUROPEAN 
WINDOWS & DOORS BUILT 
TO LAST 
It’s spring, the perfect season 
for renovating your home and 
replacing the old windows and 
doors. An important decision 
that must be taken into account 
is the quality, appearance and 
durability over time. Windows 
and doors are probably the most 
important thermal-insulation 
elements in your entire home. 
Carefully chosen, it can enhance 
the comfort of your home, 
through effective thermal and 
sound insulation, increased 
strength and safety.

QFORT cares about your 
comfort! We provide you with 
a wide range of windows and 
doors that are built to last that 
increase the overall comfort and 
efficiency in your home.

The QFORT philosophy 
always puts customer satisfaction 
first. That is why it has increased 
its colour palette, guaranteeing 
a wide range of choices. We can 
assist you in making the perfect 
choice for your window and 
door needs. If you are looking 
to improve your home’s energy 
efficiency, whether we are 
talking about PVC or aluminum 
doors and windows, or other 
complementary products 
included in our portfolio such as 
insect screens, Venetian blinds 
and revolving shutters, our 
QFORT specialists are at your 
disposal. 
Come see our new modern 
showroom located at:
334 Manitou Dr Unit C,
Kitchener | 519.954.6607 
qfort.ca |  @qfortkw 
(Please see ad on pg 94&95)

LAUREL’S LOFT FURNITURE 
AND HOME DÉCOR 
BOUTIQUE 
Situated just five minutes 
outside of Cambridge, ON 
on Hwy 8, Laurel’s Loft is a 
new boutique offering unique 
pieces of furniture and home 
décor to suit many different 
trends and styles. At Laurel’s 
Loft we believe in the concept 
of repurposing items that have 
much left to offer and have 
purposed to create an inviting 
store atmosphere by mixing 
old pieces with new to create 
warm inviting vignettes to 
inspire.

In addition to the collection 
of furniture and home décor 
items, we are very excited 
to be a distributor of the full 
Mango Paint line. It is a high 
end chalk paint that is super 
easy to work with, provides 
a beautiful satiny finish and 
comes in 26 amazing colours. 
With a minimal amount of 
prep, you can cover just about 
any surface, previously painted 
or not.

Laurel’s Loft offers both 
painted items in-store and 
also transforms pieces on 
a commission basis. Simply 
choose the colour, design 
esthetic, and overall look and 
we will bring that vision to life. 

Laurel’s Loft can’t wait for 
you to experience the store.

Suzanne’s favourite saying: 
“all my clothes are paint 
clothes!”
519.624.3104  
2670 Dundas St S, Cambridge 
(Please see ad on pg 77)

UNITED LUMBER HOME 
HARDWARE BUILDING 
CENTRE & UNITED TRUSS
The United family of over 
250 employees is here to 
provide you with quality 
products, superb service, 
fair competitive prices and 
honest relationships with our 
customers. We are family 
owned and operated, serving 
the Barrie and Greater 
Toronto Area since 1974. 
With large 6 acre lumber 
yards to service any project, 
big or small, we have all your 
building supply needs. Our 3 
locations in Barrie, Bolton and 
Georgetown have everything 
you need from paint, 
plumbing, electrical, hardware, 
home décor and much more! 
Competitive day-to-day 
pricing, with additional volume 
pricing discounts on larger 
projects, we are your one-stop 
shop. We’ll load your materials 
for you and offer delivery as 
well when required.

United Truss was founded 
in 1997 to service our valued 
customers of United Lumber 
with complete roof truss 
packages for their building 
needs. In 2003 we built a new 
facility in Innisfil, Ontario to 
handle our growing business. 
Our experienced team of 
designers are committed 
to providing you the best 
possible solutions for both 
floor and roof design. 
Barrie 705.726.8132
Bolton 905.857.6970
Georgetown 905.873.8007
Truss Plant 705.436.3425
social@unitedlumber.ca
unitedlumber.ca
(Please see ad on pg 19)

• SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS  
• NEWSLETTER ADS  

• SPONSORED ARTICLES  
• AND MORE

REACH 500,000+  
PEOPLE ONLINE

EXPAND THE 
ONLINE PRESENCE 
OF YOUR BUSINESS
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR DIGITAL 
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES

FOLLOW US ON

RE/MAX REAL ESTATE - 
ANGELA BERRIMAN 
The current market means now, 
more than ever, you need a 
REALTOR, ‘Working for You!’.
Angela Berriman, an agent with 
passion and caring, will help you 
navigate the current competitive 
market, help transform your 
home to maximize its saleability 
and get hands on when needed.  
Angela has been known to clean, 
paint, pack, stage, garden, 
anything to help out when 
needed.  

Angela brings the vision of 
your home to life so a Buyer 
can see it as their new home. As 
a Buyer, Angela gets to know 
you and your requirements to 
find you the home that fills your 
needs (and wants). Access to our 
online portal system allows you 
to view properties specifically 
selected for you at a time 
convenient for you.  

As a full service Realtor, 
Angela will prepare a 
complimentary Comparative 
Market Analysis (CMA) before 
listing your property and before 
placing an offer on a property.  
CMAs are an invaluable tool, 
showing comparable properties 
and their current market value. 
Angela is available when you 
are and has many satisfied 
customers that are happy to 
share their experiences with you.

Call now for your free 
consultation, you won’t be 
disappointed!
782 Tower St S, Fergus 
519.787.0203 | C: 519.993.1913
angela@angelaberriman.realtor
angelaberriman.realtor 
(Please see ad on pg 117)

ENVIRONMENTAL PEST 
CONTROL
When it comes to solving 
pest issues in your home, 
cottage, or business, you 
want it handled safely and 
correctly by an expert you 
can trust. This is why it’s 
important to hire a licensed 
pest control professional with 
the knowledge, skills and 
experience to get the job 
done right!

As your trusted local 
exterminator since 1988, 
Environmental Pest Control has 
been consistently delivering 
safe and effective eco-friendly 
solutions for cluster flies, mice, 
ants, cockroaches, boxelder 
bugs, pine seed bugs, Asian 
lady beetles, spiders, bed 
bugs, earwigs, mosquitoes, 
ticks, wasps and hornets, rats, 
and more. 

Whatever the pest problem, 
you can always count on 
us! We care, we listen, we 
educate, we get to the root 
of the issue, and we help you 
say goodbye to bothersome 
or serious insects, bugs, and 
rodents.
Get your free  
quote today by calling 
1.800.263.5055  
or visiting  
environmentalpestcontrol.ca
(Please see ad on pg 87)

DECORATORS CORNER
At Decorators Corner, we 
believe in finding solutions 
as unique as you are. As a 
full-service interior decorating 
and design firm, we specialize 
in maximizing the potential in 
your space, reflecting your style 
and honouring your budget. 
In this modern age of trendy 
and disposable, we strive to 
create exceptional homes that 
allow our clients to experience 
the beauty of timeless, well 
crafted design that is mindful 
of the environment. With the 
current challenges that our 
world is experiencing, shopping 
Canadian, local and supporting 
artisanal makers is more 
important than ever.

The team at Decorators 
Corner knows that interior 
design and decorating is a very 
personalized service. Every 
homeowner is different and 
has their own unique eye for 
design and different goals and 
objectives. Rather than try to 
sell you on a standard design, 
we work with you to create 
your dream look for a room or 
your entire space. Begin with a 
design consultation as a starting 
point for full service design 
or DIY projects. From kitchen 
and bath renovations to whole 
home re-models and additions, 
we work with you to determine 
which direction your project will 
take and will be there with you 
every step of the way. We look 
forward to working with you! 
decoratorscorner.ca
519.888.0425
Follow us  

 @decoratorscorner  
(Please see ad on pg 119)
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Fashion runways have 
always been at the cutting 
edge of design, inspiring 
everything from simple 
daily clothing choices to 
complete lifestyles – and 
yes, they even have a say in 
what our home environments 
look like, too. As designers, 
we’re personally drawn to 
the latest collections from 
notable fashion houses, with 
anticipation of what might 
walk down that runway and 
change the trajectory of 
interior design as we know it.

Perhaps the most literal connection 
between fashion and home décor is the 
use of textiles. Look around you – they 
are everywhere, from window coverings 
and wall treatments to your furniture 
upholstery and accessories. Here 
are some of our favourite fabrics and 
where to use them.

WOOL
Just like your favourite 
sweater, wool is great to 
snuggle while lounging. 
Wool throws and 
pillows add decorative 
texture, but they also 
serve a warm and cosy 
purpose on colder 
nights. This fabric also 
boasts many natural 
benefits. It’s a renewable 
resource, biodegradable, 
durable and despite 
visions of shrunken 
sweaters emerging 
from washing machines 
and dryers, modern 
innovations mean many 
wool products are no 
longer “hand-wash” or 
“dry-clean only.”

SILK
Silk is a highly durable 
and beautiful material, 
making it the perfect 
choice for fashionable 
and functional flooring. 
A rug that is 100 per cent 
silk or a wool/silk blend 
has a natural sheen to it, 
and because it usually 
has a higher knot count 
when compared to other 
rug materials, it allows 
for intricate patterns in 
its designs. While our 
favourite silk rugs have 
a single, solid colour, 
this natural material 
has organic variances 
in colour, making a 
solid rug feel beautiful 
and luxurious.

MaterialWorld.indd   2 2021-02-19   10:53 AM

TRANSITIONAL • TRIBAL • MODERN • CLASSIC

519.748.8888  |  519.571.8929 • www.silkroadcarpets.com • 428 Gage Ave., Unit One, Kitchener

C L E A N I N G   •   R E PA I R S   •   T R A D E   •   A P P R A I S A L S
Our Repeat Customers,  Since 1987,  are Proof of Our Excel lent Service & Qual ity of Rugs.

At Silk Road, we focus on highly 
skilled weavers whose families 
thrive when a circle spanning 
half the world is completed. We 
provide fulfilling jobs & FAIR 
wages for hundreds of weaving 
families. These weavers put 
their hearts into their labors, 
and we feel this in the beauty 
their rugs bring into our homes!

Silk Road Carpets’ business model has always been work from home for our weavers & has been immune to the spread 
of COVID-19. All work centres are in places with no case record & we have taken all the necessary precautions to continue 
ensuring the safety, trust & care of all of our customers.

 Sanitized For Your Safety At The Source - Temperature Checks & Mandatory Sanitizing For All Entering Our Facilities

 Social Distance For Unity - Weaving The Rugs Are Done In The Homes of The Weavers

 Hygienic Packaging For Your Trust
 
 Precautions For Safe Packaging By Staff Using Masks & Gloves

 All Staff Are Issued Strict Guidelines, Trained & Monitored

Silk Road Is Constantly Adapting To Guidelines & Recommendations Given By The Government & The WHO

Our Rug Project

up to

Continued on page 116
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VELVET
Velvet is classically rich and luxuriously over-
the-top, instantly adding glamour to everything it 
touches. In the right doses, it can elevate the look 
of any room. This fabric is consistent; its low pile 
gives it a smooth appearance, which shimmers 
under different light. This quality makes it a 
beautiful choice for furniture upholstery and 
pieces featuring beautiful curves. Despite its 
dramatic look and feel, velvet is low-maintenance 
and very forgiving, making it an elegant and 
practical choice for sofas, chairs and cushions.

LINEN
Linen is widely known for its versatility, both on 
and off the runway. This organic material varies 
in weight from light and airy to heavier options, 
and is known for its characteristic woven texture 
and casual vibe. Linen can be easily dressed up 
with a bold pattern or colour, thanks to its ability 
to absorb dye. All of these qualities, combined 
with the fact that linen always seems to fall nicely, 
make it a favourite choice for window coverings.

COTTON
There’s nothing quite like 
the look, feel and even 
the smell of crisp cotton 
bedding. There’s a reason we 
all use cotton in a variety of 
applications on a daily basis. 
This particular material 
pleases the masses – it’s 
smooth and soft, not scratchy 
like some linen bedding or 
hot like silk. The structure 
of cotton fabric has air 
channels that make it cool 
and breathable, and this is 
one fabric that actually gets 
better with use. The more you 
wash it, the softer it gets.

When it comes to finishing touches in your home, textiles are everything. They add 
softness, texture and depth to your design and create a cosy nest to settle into at the end 
of the day. Do your research and consider your choices from an aesthetic and practical 
standpoint. Remember, there’s a perfect fabric for every application.  OH

MaterialWorld.indd   3 2021-02-19   10:53 AM

Looking to Buy or Sell?
Looking for a hands-on Realtor®?
Look no further, Angela Berriman, 
a Realtor with passion and care is Working for You!

Direct: 519.993.1913 Office: 519.787.0203
AngelaBerriman.realtor • Angela@angelaberriman.realtor

Let’s Find You The PERFECT HOME!Angela Berriman Broker

VANITIES

elegant. affordable.

107 Manitou Drive Units 4-5
Kitchener, ON N2C 1L4
(519) 208-1099

ChoiceCabinetCanada.com Showroom: Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-4, Sun Closed
(Evenings by appointment)

We Have Your

Quartz installed from $59/sq ft - NO HIDDEN FEES!
Free Measure            Free 4cm Edge 
Free Sink Cutout and Install     Free Faucet Cutouts

FOR LESS!
Dream Kitchen

WE GUARANTEE
PRICE•QUALITY•SERVICE

HUGE SELECTION OF STONE COUNTERTOPS, SINKS AND 
CABINETRY ON DISPLAY IN OUR 2,000 SQ FT SHOWROOM!

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES ON
• Solid Wood Kitchen Cabinets
• Solid Wood Bathroom Vanities
• Quartz Countertops
• Stainless & Silgranite Sinks

COVID-19 UPDATE: We offer a clean, safe and completely contactless 
experience in our showroom, transactions and installation experience in 
accordance with guidelines set out by public health. 

Ad_ChoiceCabinetCanada_Our_Home_2020-10-05-v1a.indd   1 2020-10-05   5:51:09 PM
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Using your glue gun, attach 
finished flowers around the 
edge of your frame.

Voila! Now your frame is ready 
for a picture. OH

How-To
PREPARE EGG CARTON 

Tear off the side and top of 
your egg carton, and using 
your scissors, cut out 12 
individual cups. 

Tear off the tall corners and 
around the top edge of each 
individual cup until the height 
is somewhat even all the way 
around. Don’t worry about 
getting it perfectly straight – 
the imperfection adds to the 
rustic beauty of these flowers.

Divide your cups into groups 
of four. Each flower uses 
four cups.

ASSEMBLE FLOWER

Take three of the cups and cut 
slits into each corner, down 
to the bottom where the cups 
are bent. Take the fourth cup 
and cut slits in each corner, 
a little further past the bend 
towards the centre.

Tear around the edges and 
remove sharp corners to 
create a more rounded shape 
for each petal. Curl each petal 
out with your fingers.

To make the outside portion of 
the flower, glue together the 
first three pieces, offsetting 
the petals of each layer.

For the middle of the flower, 
take the fourth piece, overlap 
each petal and glue together. 
Curl out the top edges. 

Attach the middle piece to 
the outside pieces. Now you 
have a full flower.

Make a stamen for your 
flower by cutting out a small 
rectangle from the top of 
the egg carton. Cut two 
slits into the rectangle and 
curl it into itself. Place a dot 
of glue on the bottom and 
attach it inside the middle of 
your flower. 

Repeat the above steps until 
you have enough flowers to 
cover your frame.

PAINT FLOWERS

Mix your paint with a couple 
drops of water. This makes it 
easier to apply.

Coat your flowers with paint, 
making sure to cover all the 
petals, front and back.

Once the paint dries, take a 
very small amount of gold 
paint and lightly brush the 
edges of all petals.

EMBELLISH FRAME

Paint your frame the same 
colour used for your flowers. 
You can brush a little bit of 
gold paint over the edges of 
the frame as well.

PROJECT AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
TARA CHATTELL

FLOWER
PICTURE FRAME

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

These adorable 
flowers are so easy 
to make and no one 
will guess they’re 
made from egg 
cartons! Use them to 
embellish a picture 
frame, mirror, memo 
board or anything 
else in your home 
that could use a 
makeover with some 
pretty flowers.

Egg Carton

Tools &
Materials
Scissors

Paintbrush

Hot-glue gun

Egg cartons (1 egg 
carton makes 3 flowers)

Acrylic craft paint
in colour of choice

Acrylic craft paint
in metallic gold

Picture frame

EggCartonFlowerPictureFrame.indd   2 2021-02-16   12:09 PM

celebrating life at home

LOOKING FOR MORE WAYS TO
CONNECT WITH ?

Sign up for our
NEWSLETTER
3 Gorgeous Homes    

3 Exclusive Giveaways    
3 Behind-the-Scenes Access

Local Homes, Local Retailers, 
Local Trades...in your 

neighbourhood

Follow us on 
SOCIAL MEdIA
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F U R N I T U R E ,  H O M E  D É C O R  &  M O R E
1 9 9  S T .  P A T R I C K  S T .  W ,  F E R G U S  •  5 1 9 - 8 4 3 - 2 7 5 7

w w w . H O M E B A S I C S I N C . c o m

Affordable Style For Any HomeAffordable Style For Any Home

Creating Unique Spaces for Unique People
DESIGN  |   DÉCOR  |   DRAPERY

33 Erb St. W, Waterloo
www.decoratorscorner.ca

519.888.0425
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SPCAs can help guide you.) 
Increasingly, there are also 
ready-made catio kits available 
from various suppliers, with 
Hellas being one of the notable 
Canadian-made options. Don 
says his company’s solutions 
range “anywhere from $1,500 to 
the sky’s the limit” depending 
on size and customized options 
such as catwalks. His standard 
catio product measures four feet 
by four feet, and has a galvanized 
two by two-inch wire mesh, 
which Don says is both low 
maintenance and strong. “We’re 
comfortable saying large dogs 
or even a small bear are not 
going to get in.”

If your budget allows, Don 
recommends fitting your catio 
with an independent access (i.e. 
pet door) to let cats come and go 
from the house as they please. “If 
you have to take your cat out to 
[the catio], it’s not as fun.” 

Finally, there are uber-high-
end solutions that are, let’s face 
it, as nice for the humans as for 
the cats. In 2020, Jill and her 
husband completed a screened-
in catio/addition on the back 
of their Lake Erie cottage. “We 
take our cats with us when 
we go down and wanted a safe 
spot for them to really enjoy the 
feel of the outdoors and being 
at the lake.” Their simple catio 
project ultimately morphed into 
a $20,000 project, complete with 
a screened-in porch, storm-proof 
slider windows, and two access 
doors into the cottage giving 
the cats a scrambling circuit. 
The space lets everyone enjoy 
the lake breezes and nature, but 
as Jill insists good-naturedly, 
“The initial intent was I wanted 
something for the cats.” 

BENEFITS
To be sure, safety and peace of 
mind are top benefits. Yet many 
catio owners also get a huge kick 
out of watching their animals 
safely playing or lazing in the sun. 

Don says he’s had many clients 
thrilled to see their indoor cats 
get a taste of outdoor fun. As a 
cat owner himself, Don says his 
cats’ year-round adventures in 
their (admittedly fancy) catio 
are hugely entertaining. “In the 
colder days they’ll go out and 
check their little territory and run 
back in and lick their paws. In the 
summer they’re like little children 
– they’ll come in to eat and then 
run right back out!”  OH

FREE-RANGE CATS:
NOT-SO-FUN FACTS

 In Canada, cats are 
the number one killer 
of birds: They kill 
anywhere from 100 
million to 350 million 
birds annually. 

 Coyote attacks on 
outdoor cats are 
not uncommon. 
In California, one 
study found that 
20 per cent of an 
urban coyote’s diet 
consists of cat.

 Toxins like antifreeze 
and rat poison 
taste good to cats, 
meaning outdoor 
cats face more 
poisoning risks.

 Roaming cats are 
also frequently hit 
by cars. In Toronto, 
more than 1,300 
dead cats were 
collected from city 
streets in 2017.

 The Ontario SPCA 
says the average 
life expectancy for 
a free-roaming cat 
is two to five years; 
for indoor cats, it’s 
more than 12.

[Sources: Environment Canada, 
U.S. National Park Service, 
Nature Canada, Ontario SPCA]

Meow. Not that long 
ago, it was the norm to throw 
open the door and let your cats 
prowl the ’hood when they 
wanted out. More and more 
though, we’ve come to associate 
negatives with letting our kitties 
participate directly in the food 
chain. Not only are outdoor cats’ 
lives drastically shorter thanks 
to dangers and predators, they 
also kill distressing amounts of 
wildlife, birds in particular. (For 
more details, see sidebar.)

In Ancaster, Jill Graham 
and husband Les Csepey reflect 
Canadians’ changing outlook. 
Graham, an owner of three cats 
who grew up with outdoor 
felines and currently rescues 
cats says, “Absolutely, I would 
never let my cats outside. I don’t 
believe in it.” 

According to Humane 
Canada’s Cats in Canada 2017 
Report, leagues of cat owners 
like Graham and her husband 
have produced a “particularly 
exciting statistic.” Specifically, 
the 2017 public survey found 
72 per cent of cat owners now 
prevent their cats from roaming 
free – an astounding 13 per cent 
leap from 2016 when only 59 per 
cent reported doing so.

BEHIND THE 
CATIO TREND
All great of course, but as any cat owner knows, 
simply herding cats indoors is a compromise. 
“These are such interesting little creatures,” says 
Don Bacha, of Hellas Custom Catios in Edmonton, 
noting a cat’s innate curiosity and activity level. 
So here’s where catios come in. Don says outdoor 
pet enclosures can be a great solution, helping 
cat lovers embrace responsible pet ownership yet 
also give their felines back some of the outdoor 
experience – safely. 

The concept isn’t entirely new. “It’s been big in 
Australia and Great Britain for 20, 25 years,” says 
Don. Yet in North America, he says, we’ve only 
been hearing about catios for 10 years or so, with 
much more interest lately. In fact, Don and his 
wife and business partner Yvette recently scaled 
up their business due to demand. No longer only 
serving Alberta, they now ship their catio kits 
across Canada and the U.S.

A RANGE OF 
CATIO OPTIONS
Considering a catio? There are a range of options 
available today to fit varied budgets. At the low 
end, Don says, you could simply purchase a wire 
crate from a local pet store and place it outside so 
your cat can enjoy some fresh air and stimulation.

For DIYers, there are plenty of catio building 
plans and resources available online. (Local 

CATIOS
THE COOL-CAT WAY TO GIVE YOUR 

FELINES THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
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519.833.7499
dalerosecountry@bellnet.ca

Full Design Build Services

DESIGN CENTRE
110 Main Street, Erin

No Place Like Home
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OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

APPLIANCES
AMG Studios, 41

Top Choice Electronics, 61

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/ 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Janssen Design, 87

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/STU-
DIOS/WORKSHOPS
Kati Bujna Fine Art Studio, 79

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME  
AUTOMATION/ELECTRONICS/ 
SMART HOME TECHNOLOGY
Balaklava, 25

Station Earth Total Home Technologies, 13

Top Choice Electronics, 61

AWNINGS/TENTS/SHELTERS
Shade Plus, 87

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Covers Canada, 23

BUILDERS
Activa Homes, Inside Front Cover Gatefold

Bellamy Custom Homes, 25

Dalerose Country Homes, 121

JDC Custom Homes Inc., 39

Rockhaven Homes, 7
Rudy Vandenberg Classic Renovations, 93

Scott Hoegy Building Ltd., 11

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Elora Home Hardware, 16, 79

Orangeville Building Supplies, 45

United Lumber Home Hardware 
	 Building Centre, 19, 113

Watson’s Home Hardware, 107

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
CARPENTRY/FINE WOODWORKING/
CUSTOM FURNITURE
Heirlooms Custom Cabinetry  
	 & Furniture, 107

Jacob’s Woodworking, 32&33

Kurtz Millworks, 45

Millbank Family Furniture, 14

Streicher Cabinets, 57

CLOTHING/FASHION/FOOTWEAR/
JEWELRY/LUGGAGE & LEATHER GOODS
Ron Wilkin Jewellers, 27

Shoe Villa, 21

DOOR/CABINET/DECORATIVE  
HARDWARE
Streicher Cabinets, 57

EAVESTROUGHS/SOFFIT/FASCIA
RMW Exteriors, 15

ELECTRICAL
Gabel Electric Plumbing HVAC, 107

Speers Electric, 57

EXTERIOR FINISHES/IMPROVEMENTS
JDC Custom Homes Inc., 39

RMW Exteriors, 15

FENCING/DECKS/GATES
Campbell Fence & Decks, 85, 111

Postech Grey Bruce, 34

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Hearth & Leisure, 81, 110

FITNESS/WELLNESS
High Peak Nutrition, 31

FLOORING
Bigelow Flooring Inc., 109

BreezeWood Floors Kitchener  
	 Forest Products, 87

Conway Furniture, 97

Cover-Ups Carpet & Flooring, 22

Graham’s & Son Interiors, 24, 81

Silk Road Persian Rugs & Interiors, 115

FOUNDATIONS
Postech Grey Bruce, 34

FURNITURE & HOME DECOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Bauhaus Window Coverings &  
	 Draperies, 10

Blinds Are Us, 89

Conway Furniture, 97

Cornerstone Home Interiors, 64&65

Expressions On King, 16

Heer’s Paint & Décor, 16

HomeBasics, 111, 119

Karger Gallery, 29

Laurel’s Loft, 77, 112

Linen + Lore Home, 75

Original Home Furniture, 6
Smitty’s Fine Furniture, 127

The Chanticleer Shop, 57

The Millionaire’s Daughter, 20

The Plumber’s Wife, 22

The Weathervane Home & Garden, 79

Top Choice Electronics, 61

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
NURSERIES
LittleTree Garden Market, 45

HEATING & COOLING
Gabel Electric Plumbing HVAC, 107

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
Station Earth Total Home Technologies, 13

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email avis.mcfarlane@ourhomes.ca or pam.gummerson@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise 
at 519.787.0133 or 519.217-8717.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Dalerose Country Homes, 121

Fergus Mobile Services, 55, 111

JDC Custom Homes Inc., 39

Rockhaven Homes, 7
Rudy Vandenberg Classic Renovations, 93

Scott Hoegy Building Ltd., 11

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Centre Staged Inc., 59

Christine’s Designs, 107

Cocoon Interiors, 4&5

Decorators Corner, 112, 119

Expressions On King, 16

Graham’s & Son Interiors, 24, 81

Heer’s Paint & Décor, 16

Toman Interiors, 75, 110

Xanadu Fine Cabinetry  
	 and Interiors, 125

KITCHEN & BATH
Bath Fitter – Waterloo, 8, 111

Choice Cabinet Canada, 117

Elora Home Hardware, 16, 79

Graham’s & Son Interiors, 24, 81

Jacob’s Woodworking, 32&33

Kitchen Revival, 35, 110

Paragon Kitchens, 17

Sutcliffe Kitchens and Renovations, 9
The Plumber’s Wife, 22

Toman Interiors, 75, 110

Watson’s Home Hardware, 107

Xanadu Fine Cabinetry  
	 and Interiors, 125

KITCHENWARE/RESTAURANT SUPPLY
Grand Gourmet, 87

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &  
ARCHITECTURE/LANDSCAPING/
LAWN & GARDEN
Devonshire Designs Inc., 43

Gib’s Gardens, 57

LIGHTING
Chatelaine Lighting, 77

MACHINERY/SMALL EQUIPMENT/
FARM SUPPLIES
Stoltz Sales and Service, 19

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Activa Homes, Inside Front Cover Gatefold

Pine Meadows, 43

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Linen + Lore Home, 75

OVERHEAD/GARAGE DOORS
Affordable Garage Doors, 12

PAINTING & DECORATING
Bayley’s Decorating Centre, 16

Benjamin Moore, 16

Elora Home Hardware, 16, 79

Expressions On King, 16

Galt Paint & Paper Co., 16

Guelph Paint & Wallpaper, 16

Heer’s Paint & Décor, 16

Refined Painting, 57

Riverbank Interiors, 16

Watson’s Home Hardware, 107

PEST CONTROL
Environmental Pest Control, 87, 112

PLUMBING
Bath Fitter – Waterloo, 8, 111

Gabel Electric Plumbing HVAC, 107

Speers Electric, 57

REAL ESTATE
Century 21 – Marius Urzica, 110

Coldwell Banker Neumann  
	 Real Estate – Andra Arnold, 14

Coldwell Banker Neumann  
	 Real Estate – John Leacock, 91

Re/Max Real Estate –  
	 Angela Berriman, 113, 117

Royal Lepage Royal City Realty, 18

ROOFING
AllPro Roofing, 85

Reuter Roofing, 128

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Railmaster Stairways Ltd., 75

Stair Rite, 39

TILE
Bigelow Flooring Inc., 109

TRIM/MOULDING/CASING
BreezeWood Floors Kitchener  
	 Forest Products, 87

Northfield Trim & Door, 75

T & T Building Products, 107

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Bauhaus Window Coverings &  
	 Draperies, 10 

Bayley’s Decorating Centre, 16

Blinds Are Us, 89

Covers Canada, 23

Graham’s & Son Interiors, 24, 81

WINDOWS & DOORS
Bavarian Window Works, 109

Cedarport Window &  
	 Door Centre Inc., 21

George’s Windows and Doors Ltd, 81

Golden Windows, 59

Hartmann Windows and Doors, 39

Northfield Trim & Door, 75

QFORT KW Ltd., 94&95, 112

T & T Building Products, 107
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INGREDIENTS

SALAD

1 cup melon, 
balled (your 
choice: 
cantaloupe, 
watermelon and/
or honeydew) 

1 cup bocconcini 
cheese 

8-10 pieces of 
thinly sliced 
prosciutto 

Mint, to garnish  

Basil, to garnish 

DRESSING 

¼ cup olive oil 

2 Tbsp wine 
vinegar, your 
choice

1 tsp honey 

A few leaves of 
basil, thinly sliced

Salt and pepper,
to taste 

HOW-TO

In a large bowl, 
mix together 
dressing 
ingredients.

Add melon and 
cheese and 
toss to coat in 
the dressing.

Place the melon 
mixture on a 
platter and 
arrange with slices 
of prosciutto.

Tear mint and 
basil to garnish 
on top.  OH

MELON
PROSCIUTTO
SALAD

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This is the perfect fresh and bright salad for spring. Sweet, juicy 
melon and salty, slightly smoky prosciutto are a classic pairing.

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

MelonProsciuttoSalad.indd   2 2021-02-01   3:56 PM
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BLACK & GOLD
Add classic style to your home with the latest kitchen and bathroom fixtures 

for every budget. Gold adds a formal touch. Black fits with every design.

$
$
$
$

$
$
$

$
$

$

KITCHEN FAUCETS BATHROOM FAUCETS

Find your style...

RUBI: Loft 
Endricks R - Single 
Lever in Gold

VIGO: Gramercy Single-
Handle Pull-Down 
Sprayer in Matte Black

DELTA: Junction 
Single-Handle 
Pull-Down in 
Matte Black

FRANKE: 
Active Plus 
Pull Out 
Spray in 
Onyx Granite

KOHLER: Purist 
Single-Handle 
Semi-Professional 
in Matte Black

KRAUS: Oletto Pull-
Down Single-Handle 
in Brushed Brass

MOEN: 
Weymouth 
Brushed Gold 
One-Handle 
Pre-Rinse 
Pulldown

GRAFF: Manhattan Single-
Hole in Brushed Gold

VIGO: Olus Wall Mount 
in Matte Brushed Gold

VIGO: Satro Single Hole 
in Matte Black

MOEN: Colinet Two-Handle 
High Arc in Matte Black

RUBINET: 1BRTLBKBK Single 
Control in Matte Black

KOHLER: Composed Single-Handle 
with Lever Handle in Matte Black  OH

PFISTER: Tenet Single 
Control in Brushed Gold

BRIZO: Invari Widespread with 
Arc Spout in Polished Gold

AQUABRASS: MB2 
Widespread in Brushed Gold

BlackAndGold.indd   2 2021-02-22   12:58 PM
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SAFETY
SECURITY
WARMTH
IT STARTS WITH A SOLID 
ROOF OVER YOUR HEAD.

wsib
FULLY INSURED COMPLIANT

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE! 

226-989-5897

WE ARE ROOFING EXPERTS!

Featured on HGTV’s Income Property Starring Scott McGillivray 
+ Multiple Projects with Bryan Baeumler

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT WITH A RELIABLE ROOF
OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE  |  8 TIMES READERS CHOICE AWARD WINNER

Highest Quality Roof Repair, Installation & Replacement
Skylight Replacement & Installation  •  Roof Inspections  •  Ice Dam Removal  •  Gutter Protection

Blown-In Insulation  •  Eavestrough  •  Siding  •  Metal Roofing
Flat & Low-Slope Roof Repair  •  Waterproofing  •  Custom Design Consulting and more!

“Cory and his crew do an excellent job. They are professional and clean up thoroughly when they are done. It’s great to get that follow-up contact to 
make sure I was happy….and I have never been disappointed. Professional roofing at its best!!”
            S. Bromberg – Kitchener, ON


