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www.canamcurrency.com |  519 915-5151
3234 Dougall Ave

Togetherness & gratitude.

FRANK CREMASCO CABINETS  |  755 MORTON DRIVE  |  WINDSOR  |  519.734.8289
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custom home builder and designer 

519.818.6601  |  coulsondesignbuildinc@gmail.com  |  coulsondesignbuild.com

Experience the difference.
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THE DURAVU DIFFERENCE
Energy Star®

Quieter & Strong 33% Thicker 4mm Glass

Energy Efficient Insulated Frames

Durable Vinyl Frames - Aluminum Reinforced

Lifetime Window Warranty

Better Windows. Better Doors. Better Prices. DISCOVER THE DURAVU DIFFERENCE
www.duravu.ca  |  226.216.0572

FREE QUOTE 
Schedule a FREE in-home 
consultation and estimate 
today to select the right 
windows and doors for 
your needs and budget. 
Call 226.216.0572, or visit 
www.duravu.ca

Windows  |  Patio Doors  |  Entry Doors

Lifetime Warranty • Price Match Guarantee • Canadian Made

DuraVu stands for quality replacement windows and doors. Professional, 
guaranteed sales and installation. Peace of mind. Guaranteed.

Guided by a mission to enhance the comfort, beauty and value of your home, 
we’ve combined our many years of experience with superior service, and top-
quality replacement windows and doors professionally installed to deliver 
outstanding value.

• Available Roll Away Screens
• Quiet Window Technology - Strong 4mm Glass That Is 33% Thicker Than 

Standard Windows
• Easy To Use Magnetic Screens
• Mini-Blind Windows With No Exposed Cords
• Plus A Wide Variety Of Window & Door Accessories + Colour Options



focusondecorating.ca
(519) 942-8171
Orangeville, ON L9W 3J6
88 First Street
FOCUS ON DECORATING

focusondecorating.ca
(519) 942-8171
Orangeville, ON L9W 3J6
88 First Street
FOCUS ON DECORATINGfocusondecorating.ca

(519) 942-8171
Orangeville, ON L9W 3J6
88 First Street
FOCUS ON DECORATING

Benjamin Moore makes their own colourants and formulas that create unmatchable 
colour, so you can be sure that the colour you’re getting is the colour you love.

LEAMINGTON  Lakeshore Paint & Supply  120 Erie St N | 519.326.3662 | lakeshorepaint.ca
LEAMINGTON  Leamington Home Building Centre  241 Oak St E | 519.326.4474 | benjaminmoore.com
WINDSOR  Decorating Ideas  3059 Dougall Ave | 519.966.7102 | decoratingideaspaintstore.com
WINDSOR  Graham’s Paint ‘N’ Paper Place Ltd  13173 Tecumseh Rd E | 519.735.2110 | grahamspaintnpaper.com
WINDSOR  Manz Décor  8015 Wyandotte St E | 519.945.8002 | manzdecor.com
WINDSOR  Merlo Paint & Wallpaper  1641 Provincial Rd | 519.969.4000 | merlospaint.com
WINDSOR  Windsor Home Hardware  700 Tecumseh Rd W | 519.254.1143 | benjaminmoore.com
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359 Dalhousie
Coming soon!
12 indvidually owned residential 
complex located in historical 
Amherstburg, Ontario,
359 Dalhousie overlooks the 
historic Detroit River and is 
nestled in the downtown area 
within walking distance to many 
quaint retail stores and great 
restaurants.

Brittany’s Gate
A Community of Luxury Homes
Imagine driving through your wrought iron gated entrance 
and following the road leading to your luxury home 
nestled in a secluded community of unparalleled homes 
away from the hectic outside world. 
The tree-lined backyards assure you of future privacy, as 
well the limited number of 18 site opportunities ensure 
traffic and congestion will never invade your secluded 
community.
Your home will be nestled among other discerning 
homeowners who also seek a “Community of Quiet 
Elegance” while still being only minutes away from 
amenities. No two homes will be the same as they will 
have the owner’s own fingerprint both in design and 
amenities. 

Please contact us for further information and your opportunity 
to be a resident in one of these luxury communities.

new home construction   fully accessible features   commercial   renovations & additions

1000 Alma Street, Amherstburg         519-736-1892         norbuilt.com

Celebrating th

our
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PRACTICAL
Awnings combine functional elegance with 
decorative appeal to enhance the architecture 
of any home - in addition to providing protection 
from the elements. They are the perfect addition 
to any residence. Awnings can protect interior 
drapes and furnishings from undue fading. 
Awnings and canopies can also be used to 
extend your living space over decks and patios, 
grilling or lounging areas. The possibilities are 
virtually endless!

ENERGY EFFICIENT
Awnings conserve energy by shading windows 
and reducing indoor temperatures. Studies by 
the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) have 
shown that awnings on windows and patio 
doors can reduce inside temperatures by as 
much as 10-20 degrees depending on the 
exposure of the window, colour of the fabric, 
style and method of attaching the awning.

AFFORDABLE
Awnings are a cost effective addition to 
any home with a price that’s right for your 
pocketbook. Call us today for a free estimate 
and find out how easily affordable they can be!

manny@windsortentawning.com

519.944.2271 • TOLL FREE 1.866.860.9494
1485 Lauzon Road Windsor, ON

ALL AWNINGS HAVE A FULL 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE! FREE ESTIMATES!

Give your business the benefit of premium 
exposure and connect, like never before, to 

our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Lisa Ormsby  T: 705.607.0411  E: lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca

Tyler Annette  C: 705.888.5706  E: tyler.annette@ourhomes.ca

Kelly Craig  T: 705.445.5065 x209  E: kelly.craig@ourhomes.ca



eEVERYONE 
HAS THEIR 
FAVOURITE 
SEASON, and mine 
has just arrived. Fall 
has meant different 
things to me over the 
years, but I always 
welcome it with 
open arms and a 
bit of nostalgia.

I was one of those kids who couldn’t wait to go back to school. I 
loved all the shopping and prep – buying new clothes, picking out a 
backpack and replacing last year’s doodle-filled binders with fresh ones 
– and I began every year with ambition and excitement. As an added 
bonus, my small town burst with foliage by mid-September. There was 
nothing more peaceful than the walk to school and I can still smell the 
crisp air of those mornings.

After my children were born, fall brought a different kind of 
fresh start. I had mostly summer babies and September coincided 
with the end of the foggy newborn phase. By the time the leaves 
had turned, we were ready to dive right into fall fare: apple picking, 
visiting the pumpkin patch, and of course, Halloween. I sewed 
their costumes for many years and spent much of October making 
co-ordinating group outfits.

These days, September brings us back to school once again. The 
kids are a bit reluctant to say goodbye to summer, but they’ll find joy in 
reuniting with school friends and resuming extracurricular activities. 
As for me, it feels good to get back into a routine after the lazy, hazy, 
crazy days of summer.

Someone recently told me that even without school-aged children, 
back to school is her New Year’s. Whether it’s the reprieve from 
sweltering heat or a change of pace from summer activity, there’s 
something energizing about fall. Many of us feel a renewed sense of 
organization and productivity. And as a lover of all things hygge, I get 
excited to bring cosy sweaters and fluffy blankets out of storage.

I have a lot to look forward to in the coming months: cooking my 
favourite hearty meals, tackling a home project or two and the birth 
of my nephew, who’s due in October. It’s shaping up to be a wonderful 
season, and I hope yours is too.

Until winter,

Donna Luangmany, Managing Editor 
Donna.Luangmany@ourhomes.ca

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

Follow us    
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

Successful 
Planning For Life

I will truly provide you and your family “Successful Planning for Life”.

What this means for you and your family is that I will work to achieve your financial 
protection, build your wealth, and protect your family when you are no longer able to 
take care of them yourself. I will work with your spouse and/or children to ensure that 
the plan I have developed with you is carried out to provide them the security you would 
want them to have.

I will develop a unique plan for you and your family to provide for your family’s well being. 
The plan is owned by you and managed by Bornais Insurance & Financial Services. It is 
designed based on your goals and objectives, and most importantly, staying within the 
budget.

I urge everyone to call me today to see how Bornais Insurance & Financial Services can 
help you and your family achieve a successful plan for life!

LIFE INSURANCE 
DISABILITY

CRITICAL ILLNESS
LONG TERM CARE
HEALTH & DENTAL
GROUP & TRAVEL

BUSINESS INSURANCE
RRSP’S, TFSA’S, GIC’S
SEGREGATED FUNDS

ESTATE & FINANCIAL PLANNING

519.736.7983
www.bornais.financial/home

jeremiebornais@gmail.com   |  114 Murray St., Amherstburg ON

www.internationalartdesigns.com
URBAN SELECTIONS PLAZA   5975 MALDEN RD.   LASALLE, ON

custom framing          home decor          519-972-3332
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TAKE INVENTORY
To determine what storage solutions you need, 
you must first evaluate what you have. Go 
through everything and donate, sell or pitch 
gear that is outgrown, worn out or irrelevant. 
Once you have purged, determine which items 
can be stored in a garage, outbuilding or shed 
without air conditioning or heat, and which 
items will need to find room in the home (so 
mould doesn’t grow and rodents don’t chew). 

SPACE/LOCATION
Think about what gear you need to access 
in each season. Depending on space, you 
may need to design a system that can rotate 
between summer/winter sports. Take a look 
around your home to determine if there is space 
not being utilized to its potential. Whether it’s a 
closet, a corner in the basement, a spare room 
upstairs, space under the stairs, or some wall 
space in the garage that can be transformed into 
gear storage – claim it as such. Locating storage 
in an area accessible to children can encourage 
them to take responsibility for putting away their 
gear. They’ll know where to find it when they 
need it and proper storage can also prolong the 
life of equipment.

INCORPORATE TARGETED SOLUTIONS
Some equipment should be aired out after 
each use, so specialized hanging racks should 
be considered essential (and good ventilation is 
key!). In-floor heat in a mudroom also helps dry 
items quickly in the winter.

Make use of overhead space in a garage for 
hanging bikes, canoes, kayaks, etc. In addition 
to typical hooks, baskets and shelves, a slat-
wall system offers flexibility you can tailor to 
your needs with specialized attachments. You 
can install mesh baskets for balls, wire shelves/
baskets for boots and cleats, stands that keep 
golf bags off the floor, shelves and hooks for 
skis and boards, racquets and various helmets, 
and utility hooks for paddles and fishing rods. 
Wall-mounted clips can keep hockey sticks, 
curling brooms and lacrosse sticks organized. 

Deep customized wood shelving is handy for 
storing large totes and clear bins for camping 
equipment, off-season gear and hockey bags.

Locker room-style storage with a designated 
space for each person keeps their belongings 
organized. There are also bags designed to 
accommodate specific equipment, which keeps 
required items together for easy access when 
heading out.

MATERIALS
Use appropriate materials and finishes that 
can stand up to wear and tear. Consider solid 
wood for doorjambs, casings, millwork and 
wall treatments (it stands up better than MDF 
to heavy use). Drywall corners with a radius 
are generally less susceptible to damage and 
chipping from being bumped. Durable floor 
surfaces such as porcelain tile and concrete can 
be swept and mopped easily.  OH

Gear varies based on individual and family 
interests but can include: 

 camping tents and cookware
 fishing poles and tackle boxes
 golf clubs
 bicycles
 rollerblades, skateboards and scooters
 helmets
 lacrosse sticks
 soccer balls
 footballs and cleats
 baseball gloves
 balls and bats
 curling brooms
 skates and hockey equipment
 skis, snowboards, boots and poles
 tennis racquets and balls
 canoes, SUPs, kayaks, paddles and life jackets
 motocross and snowmobile gear

Proper storage solutions make it easier to keep 
a tidy home and an organized system allows 
family schedules to operate more smoothly 
during busy seasons when you need to get 
out the door to the big game. Here are some 
tips for planning functional sports equipment 
storage in the home.

Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens shares her ideas.

SPORTING GEAR
STORAGE

Storage for your sports gear isn’t given much consideration when planning and designing a new 
home or renovating an existing one. However, if an average family stays relatively active and 
participates in organized sports or recreational activities, a significant amount of equipment can 
accumulate, which requires substantial square footage.

Photo courtesy of WILSON SOLUTIONS

SARIS: Cycle Glide

SportingGearStorage.indd   2 2023-07-06   2:23 PM

Functional. Beautiful. Design.
We don’t settle for ordinary. Neither should you.

Everybody dreams of a perfect home— 
a place where personality, style, 
form, and function come together to 
create a space that is unique, visually 
appealing, and comfortable. Now is the 
time to stop dreaming.

We design kitchens (including 
outdoor kitchens), mudrooms, closets, 
entertainment walls, and so much 
more. We use only Canadian-made 
cabinetry and also carry door and 
cabinet hardware, organizational 
accessories, and display an impressive 
selection of interior doors and trim. 
Whether you are renovating or 
building from scratch, we can give 
your home a look that is truly yours.

3585 Rhodes Drive, Windsor  |  226-674-2444

truaxdesigncentre.com

Truax_F23.indd   1 2023-08-22   11:27 AM
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1  URBANHOME INTERIOR DESIGN 

Sofa
With its sleek lines and unique design, the Lina 
conversation sofa is sure to turn heads. Shown in an 
easy-to-clean performance velvet, this Canadian-made 
piece comes in a variety of options. Choose from an 
array of designer fabrics or leathers to create a piece 
that fits perfectly in your home. 

4145 Concession Rd. 7, Windsor 
519.974.4663 | urbanhomeinteriordesign.com

2   PALAZZI RUGS & CARPETS INC.

Area Rug
Add rich, earthy tones to your décor with this Anatolia 
rug. Machine woven in Egypt, it’s made from heatset 
polypropylene fibres. Hardwearing and stain resistant, 
it’s a stylish and durable addition to any room.

3616 Walker Rd., Windsor 
519.972.7174 | palazzirugs.com

3   PAQUETTE WINDOWS 

Sunroom with Sunshades 
Extend your living space by adding a three-season 
sunroom. The Model 200 and Model 300 from 
Sunspace can be custom fit with Sunshade blinds. 
Measured to perfectly fit your sunroom, they block 
out UV rays and unwanted light, and offer some 
added privacy.

3393 County Rd. 42 Unit 3, Windsor 
sunspacebypaquettewindows.com  

4   FAÇADE INTERIORS AND FURNITURE 

Bed
Slip into the Surface bed and enjoy a restful night’s 
sleep. The tufted panel headboard is soft and 
comfortable, and the add-on shelves are available with 
or without drawers. We love the rounded platform 
corners and matching legs.

3390 Walker Rd., Windsor  
519.915.6334 | facadeinteriorsandfurniture.com

5   LP-WOOD LTD.

Tuxedo Cabinet
Introducing LP-wood’s modern take on a classic 
heirloom. This dapper stand-alone cabinet features 
white oak, black aluminum doors and illuminated 
shelves. Drawers with customizable inserts will meet all 
your storage needs.

31 Hart Pl., Chatham  
519.354.1701 | lp-wood.com 

6   THE PLANNING CENTRE ANDERSEN WINDOWS

Front Door
Your front door should make an impression and 
this one from MasterGrain does just that. Inspired 
by Spanish Colonial design, its striking geometric 
pattern will complement any contemporary or 
transitional home. Customize its size, stain and inlay 
colour to your specifications. 

4535 County Rd. 46, Maidstone  
519.737.9011 | theplanningcentre.ca

1

2

3

4

5

6

Fresh Finds 
Fall into the season with these 

fabulous selections.

Continued on page 20
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8  WINDSOR VACUUM

Vacuum
The E3 Premium canister vacuum 
from Sebo is durable and easy to 
maneuver. Designed for a variety of 
flooring surfaces, it also comes with 
different attachments. Users love 
the hospital-grade filtration, which 
catches 99.97 per cent of household 
allergens and debris.

3051 Dougall Ave., Windsor 
519.972.5557 | windsorvac.com

7  THE APPLIANCE SHOPPE 

Beverage Cooler
Entertain in style with this beverage 
cooler from Zephyr. Thanks to a full-
extension wood rack and retractable 
glass shelf, there’s plenty of room to 
store your favourite drinks. Mood-
setting LED lights complete the look.

4072 Walker Rd., Unit 2, Windsor  
519.969.0152 | theapplianceshoppe.com

9  TRUAX DESIGN CENTRE

Outdoor Kitchen
Hold onto grilling season a little 
longer. Outdoor kitchens from 
NatureKast offer the look and 
feel of real wood, but are 100 
per cent waterproof and require 
zero maintenance. Design your 
own configuration and bring all 
the features of an indoor kitchen to 
your patio.

3585 Rhodes Dr., Windsor 
226.674.2444 | truaxdesigncentre.com  OH

7

8

9

Dream
Customize
Construct 

For ALL your  
STONE masonry needs

...interior & exterior!

Stone - Granite - Block
Stone Install Specialist 

Natural - Full Bed - Veneer

Windsor, Ontario

      @Dbartscm
dbartscm@hotmail.com
www.dbartscm.ca

DCM_F23.indd   1 2023-08-30   12:05 PM

Buy factory direct and SAVE!  
We are the factory!
FREE shop at home service

519-999-9898  |  madetoshade.caMichael Campoli
Owner

Shop local!

Check us out  
on Instagram!

MadeToShade_F22.indd   1 2022-08-26   10:17 AM
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INSTRUCTIONS

Preheat oven to 400˚F.

On a baking sheet, toss together 
butternut squash, garlic cloves, 
thyme and olive oil. Season with 
salt and pepper.

Roast squash for 30-35 minutes.

When tender, add the butternut 
squash, garlic and ricotta to a 
food processor. Add stock as 
needed and purée until smooth. 

Bring a large pot of salted water 
to a boil. Cook pasta according 
to package directions. Save one 
cup of pasta water and drain the 
noodles when cooked.

Add a tablespoon of olive oil to 
a large skillet.

Over medium-high heat, fry 
sage leaves on each side 
for 30 seconds or until crisp. 
Remove from pan and set on a 
paper towel.

Add butternut squash purée, 
½ cup of pasta water and 
cooked pasta to the pan. Toss 
to combine, adding more pasta 
water as needed. 

Top with parmesan and crispy 
sage to serve!  OH

BUTTERNUT 
SQUASH pasta
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS PASTA RECIPE IS A FALL COMFORT DISH. ROASTED BUTTERNUT 
SQUASH IS PURÉED WITH RICOTTA CHEESE TO CREATE A CREAMY PASTA 
SAUCE TOPPED WITH AROMATIC CRISPY SAGE.

INGREDIENTS 

2 cups butternut squash, 
peeled and cubed 

4 cloves garlic, peeled 

1 Tbsp thyme

½ cup ricotta cheese 

¼ - ½ cup vegetable or 
chicken stock

1 box (450g) dried pasta 
of choice 

Fresh sage, to serve 

Parmesan, to serve

Salt and pepper

Extra virgin olive oil

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

ButternutSquashPasta.indd   DPS 2023-07-31   1:47 PM
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cooking at home



4072 Walker Rd., Windsor    519.969.0152

theapplianceshoppe.com

LOGO DEVELOPMENT V3

THETHE

your home starts here

your home starts here

THE THE

your home starts hereyour home starts here

THE

your home  starts here

THE

Strength and beauty reign 
supreme with the launch of 
RISE™ Design Expression  
from

The Appliance Shopppe_SUM23.indd   1 2023-05-31   8:39 AM



Plan Ahead
Every big project should start with a well-
thought-out plan. Know the objectives of 
your bathroom renovation. Outline the details 
of the work, create a budget, including who 
will do it, and set a reasonable timeline. 
Working with a professional designer can 
help you avoid costly and time-consuming 
mistakes. Once you have a plan, apply for the 
necessary permits and order materials. It may 
take longer depending on the demand and 
availability of products and trades, so factor 
this into your timeline.

Choose Quality 
Over Quantity
There’s nothing more disappointing than having 
a beautiful bathroom design on paper that is then 
poorly executed with sub-par products, materials 
or workmanship. Be realistic and ensure your 
plan reflects your budget. Do your research and 
view all samples in person, not just online.

A good designer and renovator will also 
recommend correcting any pre-existing 
problems behind the walls, such as plumbing 
and electrical issues, before digging into 
cosmetic upgrades and extras.

BATHROOM
Bliss STORY FRANKIE CASTRO 

PHOTOGRAPHY VALERIE WILCOX

A bathroom renovation is one of the 
most complex and expensive projects 
you’ll undertake. It’s also one of the 
best investments you’ll ever make. A 
lot goes into a successful bathroom 
reno and much of the magic happens 
long before the demo begins. Here 
are four tips to take your bathroom 
project from “all wet” to “best bet.”

BathroomBliss.indd   2 2023-07-09   10:18 PM

Continued on page 28

Top brands and the latest trends make for great kitchen & bath ideas at 

DISCOVER. EXPLORE. EXPERIENCE.

2740 Temple Dr., Windsor          519.948.8131          www.ensuiteontario.com 

Welcome to our premier plumbing showroom...
where your options are endless.

The Ensuite_SP23.indd   1 2023-03-01   3:07 PM
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Know When
To Step Away 
Can you survive without the use of this 
bathroom? If not, consider alternative 
accommodations or plan a vacation. Second, 
plan to be inconvenienced for the duration of the 
renovation. If you stay home, prepare for dust, 
noise and trades coming in and out. And know 
that this is temporary. Finally, know when to let 
your designer take the reins. Let them do what 
they do best. You’ve done your due diligence, 
hired a designer with the right experience and 
approved the plan. 

Selecting The 
Right Materials 
Is your goal to modernize and “trendify” 
your bathroom, or are you hoping to create 
a space with staying power? Plumbing 
fixtures in chrome will always have a 
place in the home. However, there are 
many options to give your space some 
understated (or overstated!) oomph. 
Bronze and gold finishes have become 
mainstream, bringing luxury and warmth 
to a space. Beyond these, matte black 
and white or saturated-coloured fixtures 
have come to the market as a fun and 
unexpected infusion of personality into the 
room. Just be mindful that trends come and 
go, so if longevity is a priority, select classic 
metals that won’t soon show their age.

Are you a “bath person” or a “shower 
person”? Many homeowners want 
both within the design. Freestanding 
bathtubs are like art and can be the room’s 
focal point and a functional fixture in 
the bathroom – a perfect addition to 
the bathing area, with a full range of 
styles, sizes and materials, from classic 
to contemporary. 

Award-winning kitchen and bath designer Frankie Castro is the creative 
director and founder of Square Footage Custom Kitchens & Bath Inc.

A bathroom renovation is an exciting endeavour. 
It can also be costly and all-consuming. Don’t let 
it wash you out. Plan ahead with a clear vision of 
your renovation goals, budget and timeline and 
work with a professional designer to ensure a 
squeaky-clean process from start to finish.  OH

TIP: Set aside an “emergency fund” to cover unexpected issues that commonly arise once 
the walls are opened. Reserve 10 to 15 per cent of your renovation budget. If you don’t 

need it for corrections, you can add a splash of something else within the bathroom 

BathroomBliss.indd   3 2023-07-09   10:18 PM

Heating & Cooling 
In-Floor Heating Systems

Plumbing 
Sheet Metal

Refrigeration
Fireplaces 

Magic Paks
Service

Eagle Mechanical Group is a Family Owned & Operated Business which has been 
Serving Windsor & Surrounding Areas for the past 34 Years. 

www.eaglehc.net
5205 Concession Rd. 8, Maidstone, ON

519.737.7778  /  office@eaglehc.net

The Quality You Want With the Comfort You Deserve

Commercial / Residential / Institutional

Additions, Exteriors, 
Baths, Basements

& much more!

C h a t h a m / W i n d s o r  

519-809-0706
CarmineHomes.com

Builders & Renovators

LIVING  •  DINING  •  BEDROOM  •  LIGHTING  •  ACCESSORIES  •  OUTDOOR

Interior Design Services available. Call or email to schedule your appointment.

DEFINE YOUR WORLD AT HOME

3390 WALKER ROAD, WINDSOR  |  519.915.6334  |  INFO@FACADEINTERIORS.COM 

FACADE_F23.indd   1 2023-08-29   2:02 PM
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style

Never say never. That’s the sentiment shared by a couple
who thought they’d already built a forever home for their
family of five. But things changed when they stumbled upon
a lot that backs onto Roseland Golf & Curling Club. The
family fell in love with the area, which offers the privacy of
county living right in the city. Two combined lots allowed for
ample space to build a sprawling 4,500 sq. ft. ranch with
an in-ground pool and covered patio.    Continued on page 32

STORY MADELINE MAZAK
PHOTOGRAPHY DEVON PASTORIOUS

Transitional
TRADITIONAL

This house is full of unique details 
that make it one of a kind. The doors 
in the kitchen were designed by The 

Room at Coulter’s and made by Level 
Custom Designs. Their arched shape 

is repeated throughout the home.
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w“We wanted something large enough to hold 
our big family,” the homeowners explain. 
“We’re typically the household that hosts a lot 
of holidays and events.”

The couple have plenty of experience 
building homes. Their previous builds in 
Windsor and Waterloo were two-storey 
houses that embodied traditional design. This 
was an opportunity to embrace something 
bright and airy. With a vision in mind, 
they brought in Paulette Nicodemo and 
Cindy Catton of The Room at Coulter’s 
to help create a look they describe as 
“transitional traditional.” 

“We would never think to do something 
like this alone, without the direction from 
people we trust,” the couple says. “We’ve 
worked with Paulette and Cindy before, and 
they knew what we liked and didn’t like.” 

The couple dreamt of a sprawling ranch 
that was elegant, yet bold. They spent 
countless hours during the design and 
construction phases going over every detail. 
“I sketched the design of the wood finishings 
and trim for each room and worked with 
Factory Outlet Wood Mouldings Inc. to 
bring the designs to life,” one homeowner tells 
us. The Room’s designers also worked closely 
with Philip Fernandes Design to add their 
personal touches to the home’s layout.

The designers got to work once they 
received the blueprints from Philip. “As soon 
as we saw the entrance, we knew this house 
had to be grand,” Cindy explains. Every 
feature of the home is exaggerated to match 
the tall ceilings and windows (The Planning 
Centre Andersen Windows). 

The iron front door was custom designed by 
Artistic Stone Carving Ltd. “We wanted to 
make a statement,” the homeowners explain. 
It towers at 10 feet, four inches tall and opens 
into a long vestibule with a vaulted barrel 
ceiling. The adjoining open-concept living 
space offers direct views to the golf course 
from the entrance. 

1. The dining room table has a gold base that ties in with other accents throughout the home. 2. Pendant lights in the walk-in pantry continue the circle 
motif in the glass cabinet doors. 3. Luscious views inside and out: the kitchen window offers views of the beautiful golf course.  4. Installing the lights 
above the island was a labour of love. Paulette and Cindy chose the individual heights of each separate piece.

1

2 3

4

ABOVE: Artwork from The Room at 
Coulter’s and a rug from Palazzi Rugs 
& Carpets Inc. add some colour to 
the home’s grand entrance. LEFT: The 
homeowners opted for traditional 
design in the office, with walnut crown 
moulding and panelling. BELOW: 
Powder rooms are a great place to 
introduce colour and bold design. The 
guest powder room features a mosaic 
glass tile and wallpaper.

Continued on page 34

“AS SOON AS WE SAW
THE ENTRANCE, WE

KNEW THIS HOUSE
HAD TO BE GRAND.” 

~Cindy Catton
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“LIGHT FIXTURES ARE A BIG 
STATEMENT FOR THE FINISHED 
PRODUCT, IT’S YOUR BLING 
– THE JEWELRY YOU ADD TO 
YOUR OUTFIT.” 

Paulette and Cindy expertly blend 
transitional and traditional styles to create 
a luxurious, opulent space. Hallmarks 
of traditional design like ornate crown 
mouldings, dark wood panelling (supplied 
by Factory Outlet Wood Mouldings Inc. 
and installed by Laird from LP-wood 
Ltd.) and curved furnishings are spun with 
a contemporary flair. All furnishings were 
carefully chosen by The Room at Coulter’s 
through Coulter’s Furniture. Modern lines 
and neutral tones draw inspiration from the 
exterior stonework (Artistic Stone Carving 
Ltd.) of the house, and warm earthy tones 
are captured by the Taj Mahal quartzite 
countertops in the kitchen and pantry 
(Dimanti Stone Works).

The kitchen is the definition of transitional 

design. White cabinetry from LP-wood Ltd. 
keeps the space bright. But walnut accents 
introduce a traditional element to the room. 
The range hood is flanked by two arched doors 
custom-made by Mike Knight of Level 
Custom Designs, and opens into the pantry 
and mudroom. These doors are symmetrical 
to the custom built-ins in the living room 
designed by The Room at Coulter’s and 
created by Lp-wood Ltd. that bookend 
the elaborate fireplace mantel (Artistic 
Stone Carving Ltd.).

The magic is in the details. Gold accents 
can be found throughout the home: in the 
kitchen backsplash (Dimanti Stone Works), 
and even on the edges of the dining room table. 
Every piece of gold hardware was handpicked 
by the designers, and the custom light fixtures 

ABOVE: The shelving was 
designed by The Room at 
Coulter’s and is recessed into 
the wall. They are a great place 
to display art and accessories, 
and make a cosy cat perch too! 
RIGHT: The primary bedroom 
looks out onto a yard full of 
mature trees. The golf course 
behind the property can also 
be seen from here.

It’s al l about the details. Gold and  
round motifs are repeated throughout 
the home, including in the accessories.

Continued on page 38
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The vanity in the primary en suite was designed to look like a piece of
furniture. BELOW LEFT: The homeowners wanted a luxurious, spa-like feel

in their bathroom. The shower has an elegant combination of bronze tiles
and marble mosaic tiles. BELOW RIGHT: The vanity is paired with custom

mirrors that go all the way up to the ceiling.

theroomatcoulters.com • 519.977.9998
              theroomatcoulters

coulters.com • 519-253-7422
           @coultersfurniture

Featured in this issue of 
OUR HOMES Windsor

GREAT BUILDERS CHOOSE  
REAL WOOD.

& designers 

Tile
Granite
Hardwood
Porcelain Slabs

3636 Walker Rd. Windsor  |  519 969 3941

palazzibros.com

PORCELAIN SLABS
JUST IN FROM SPAIN!

PalazziBros_F23.indd   1 2023-08-23   12:11 PM
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from The Lighting Boutique & Appliance 
Shoppe accentuate the details in every room. 
“Light fixtures are a big statement for the 
finished product,” says Cindy. “It’s your bling – 
the jewelry you add to your outfit.” They recall 
drawing circles on the floors to make sure the 
fixtures were hung in exactly the right place.

The guest powder room is a capsule of 
maximalism. Paulette and Cindy expertly 
married contrasting patterned wallpapers 
with a hammered gold sink and eccentric wall 
décor (The Room at Coulter’s). All tile and 
flooring were selected by the designers and 
supplied by Palazzi Rugs & Carpets Inc. 
and Palazzi Bros. Granite & Tile Ltd. In 
the primary bedroom and en suite, however, 
they pared down the design to create a 
relaxing space for the couple to unwind.

“It’s all about texture,” Paulette explains. 
“We focused on building up the bed with the 
Euro pillows in the back. And we threw in a 
little bit of black for the classic.” The focus was 
on finding a black bed frame with a presence 
and building interest with earth tones. Gold 
and crystal sconces flank the bed and infuse a 
little dazzle. 

Despite the grandness of the home, the 
design deftly mirrors the homeowners’ desire 
for comfort and function. “We use every 
part of the house,” they say. With the help 
of The Room at Coulter’s, they created the 
perfect home for their lifestyle. Their favourite 
moments are spent enjoying the views from 
the window over their morning coffee, and 
hosting friends and family during the holidays. 
“Everything is exactly what we wanted.”  OH

TOP: The secondary bedroom also 
has an en suite. MIDDLE: Light-
pink accents provide a beautiful 
touch to this bedroom. LEFT: The 
backyard oasis is complete with a 
pool. Thanks to the mature trees, 
the location offers a quiet, county 
feel right in the city.

519.254.4949

pfernandesdesigns.com

3616 Walker Rd., Windsor

519-972-7174

palazzirugs.com

For Those 
Who Value 
Excellence

LP-wood  n  31 Hart Place  n  Chatham, ON  n  (519)354-1701  n   www.lp-wood.com

n
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1. VISUAL COMFORT: Charlton 
Grande Triple Arm Chandelier  
2. LEE INDUSTRIES: Sofa (3303-0)  
3. MERCANA: Atlantic Coast 
Afternoon Wall Art  4. WEST ELM: 
Pure Recycled Glass Vase & Pure Metal 
Lantern  5. CB2: Amber Cream Boucle 
Chair  6. KLIPPAN: Tippy Throw in 
Olive  7. SURYA: Lola Pillow Cover  
8. MERCANA: Jacklyn Cream Linen 
Pillow Cover  9. ELK HOME: Harlowe 
Accent Table  10. LOLOI: ADR-03 
Terracotta Rug  11. SUNPAN: Zuma 
Coffee Table  OH

RECREATE THIS LOOK IN YOUR OWN HOME.

DRAMATIC EFFECT

1
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11
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2

DramaticEffect.indd   2 2023-07-05   2:32 PM
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IT’S NOT JUST A WINDOW,  
IT’S PEACE OF MIND.

For over 115 years, people have relied on Andersen. With over 100 million windows installed, 
no other windows are in more homes than the Andersen® 400 Series. With its innovative blend 
of craftsmanship and style, Andersen is the most trusted and recommended brand among 
residential homeowners.*
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Tools 
For Pruning
Invest in a good pair of secateurs or 
bypass pruners and a good hand saw.  
Loppers will help to remove the stems 
larger than three-quarters-of-an-inch. 
Always wear your personal protective 
equipment, such as gloves and 
safety glasses.

How To Prune
Cut branches/stems at a 45-degree angle, 
one-quarter-inch above an outward facing 
bud or branch. Be careful not to leave a 
stub as this could be an entry point for 
pathogens.

I hope you feel confident now to get out 
and prune your shrubs. Doing is the best 
way to learn!  OH

Now the 5 Ds. The Ds help you 
figure out what to prune.

Dead or dying branches. Remove 
the dead and dying branches for 
aesthetics but also for health. Dead 
branches can be an entry point for 
various pathogens. Always remove the 
dead branch to a healthy, green node.

Diseased refers to anything that 
has a disease or pest problem that 
could potentially harm the plant if 
left unchecked. Cleaning your tools 
after each cut of a diseased branch is 
important.

Damaged is just that! Any branch that 
has been broken from winter snows or 
spring storms needs to be removed. 
These are weak points and again 
could be an entry point for pathogens.

Doubling branches. Sometimes 
the shrub will have two branches 
in close proximity growing in the 
same direction. Pruning one of the 
branches out will open the shrub, 
giving it better air circulation and 
strengthening the remaining branch. 
Also, remove any branches that are 
going from the outside to the inside 
of the shrub. 

Desirable. This is what we want the 
plant to be. Do we want lots of flowers 
or is it the fruit or both? Do we want 
the shrub for privacy or is it a focal 
point in the garden?

B is for take a breath. Relax and give 
yourself time to know the shrub and look 
at it from all angles so you have the full 
picture of what you will be pruning.

C is for confidence. With time, trial and 
error (plants are very forgiving), you will 
gain confidence in your pruning abilities. 

1) When does it flower? Spring or summer? If it flowers in 
spring, it often means it is blooming on last year’s wood and 
shouldn’t be pruned until after it has flowered and before it sets 
new buds for next year. Forsythia, Bridalwreath spirea and lilacs 
are in this category. Roses, Hydrangeas and Rose of Sharon can 
be pruned early in the spring as they bloom on the new wood.

2) What is its natural shape? Prune to accentuate the natural 
shape of the shrub and please put the hedge shears away! No 
balls or squares here unless you are into topiary and that’s a topic 
for another article.

3) What is the purpose of this shrub? Is it for flowers, fruit, for 
the birds or for privacy?

Why Prune? 
Every shrub should have a purpose in the overall garden design 
and that purpose will dictate how the shrub should be pruned.

The goal of pruning is to enhance and emphasize the natural 
shape and to maintain the health of shrubs and small trees. A 
well-pruned shrub can live for 100 years!

Afraid or reluctant to prune for fear of not doing it right or 
hurting the shrub? Follow these few steps and you’ll be a pro.

A is for assessment. First and foremost, identify the shrub you 
are pruning. Questions to ask are:

ABCs AND 5 Ds
of PRUNING 

STORY TERESA MATAMOROS

Teresa Matamoros has a Bachelor of Science degree, an Ontario 
Diploma in Horticulture and is an ISA Certified Arborist.

Before After

Pruning.indd   DPS 2023-08-09   2:01 PM
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THE PLACE

Get cosy this season with Beddazzle 
Bedroom & Bathroom Studio. 
Offering luxury bedding, fine linens 
and bath products, this local business 
has everything you need to enjoy a 
restful night’s sleep. A community staple 
since 1985, new owners Andrea and 
Christopher John are proud to continue 
Beddazzle’s legacy. Their new location 
in Tecumseh boasts 1,125 sq. ft. of 
luxurious products made from the finest 
quality materials.

SLEEPING
on a Cloud
PHOTOGRAPHY TED KLOSKE

THE WARES

Beddazzle’s stunning retail store 
offers elegant bedding, duvets, 
pillows and blankets. New 
fabric collections are released 
regularly, so you’ll always find 
the latest styles. Most bedding is 
made in Canada out of premium 
materials sourced from Portugal, 
Italy and France. Hoping to create 
a spa-like retreat in your bathroom? 
Bath and body products include 
luxury brands like Kropp, Thymes 
and Belle De Provence. Shop for 
robes, candles, towels, soaps, 
and more. Beddazzle has a wide 
range of products and their stock is 
refreshed daily.

THE TRENDS
Sheets in neutral colours like 
white and off-white are a timeless 
classic for bedding. Adding colour 
through toss cushions and throw 
blankets will keep your bedroom 
décor current. This season, khaki 
green and shades of blue, silver 
and gold are taking centre stage. 
Choose a coverlet in these colours, 
and don’t forget to add a down 
blanket to the mix. The Marriage 
Saver line features lightweight, 
breathable blankets that can be 
layered or used alone.

Get There
1640 Lesperance Rd. Unit C2, Tecumseh
beddazzle.com  |  519.915.1317

THE SERVICES

Creating a stylish bedroom oasis is a 
breeze, thanks to Andrea and Christopher’s 
expertise. They can offer guidance on 
selecting the right fabrics and show you the 
difference between linen and long-staple 
cotton. They’ll even help you coordinate 
colours and patterns to match your décor. 
Searching for the perfect gift? Their specialty 
gift baskets are sure to be a big hit.  OH

Christopher and Andrea John
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1. Consider 
Natural Lighting
Before diving into the myriad of white shades, 
evaluate the natural lighting in your space. 
North-facing rooms tend to have cooler 
light, while south-facing rooms are warmer. 
East-facing rooms receive bright morning 
light, while west-facing rooms are illuminated 
by afternoon and evening sun. Understanding 
your room’s lighting will help you choose the 
right white with the ideal undertones.

2. Determine
The Atmosphere
The ambience you want to create plays a crucial role 
in selecting white paint. If you desire a clean, crisp 
feel, opt for a pure white shade like Benjamin Moore 
Chantilly Lace, a designer favourite. For a warmer and 
cosier atmosphere, consider whites with yellow or 
beige undertones like Benjamin Moore Simply White. 
If you seek a modern and sophisticated look, cooler 
whites with grey or blue undertones may be more 
suitable, such as Benjamin Moore Designer White.

7 Steps
TO CHOOSING THE PERFECT

WHITE PAINT

STORY AMANDA SHIELDS

The search for the ideal 
shade of white can be a 
daunting task. White paint 
may seem simple, but 
variations in undertones and 
finishes can leave your head 
spinning. Join me as I share 
my foolproof process for 
choosing the perfect white 
paint hues for your home.

ChoosingThePerfectWhitePaint.indd   2 2023-07-07   5:04 PM

Continued on page 50

By:

The clear choice for a great view.

sunspacebypaquettewindows.com
Servicing Windsor and Essex County Since 1979

Paquette_F23.indd   1 2023-08-23   10:15 AM
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5. Evaluate 
Contrast
White paint doesn’t exist in isolation. 
Consider how your chosen white will interact 
with other elements in the room. If you 
have vibrant or dark-coloured furniture, a 
pure white may create a striking contrast. 
Alternatively, if you prefer a more harmonious 
look, consider selecting a white shade that 
is like the colour of your furniture or other 
design elements.

3. Consider 
Undertones
White paints can have undertones 
that subtly influence the overall 
look of a room. Common undertones 
include blue, grey, green, beige and 
yellow. To prevent a clash with other 
elements in your space, consider 
the undertones of your furniture, 
flooring and fixtures. Warm 
undertones pair well with warm 
colours, while cooler undertones 
complement cool colours.

4. Test Before 
Committing
Always test paint samples before 
committing to a particular shade. 
Apply large swatches of white paint 
on different walls in your room and 
observe how they appear in various 
lighting conditions. One product I 
love to use is from Hello Paint, where 
you can order peel and stick paint 
swatches that can easily move from 
room to room. Assess the samples at 
different times of the day to see how 
they respond to changing natural 
light. This process will help you 
choose a shade that harmonizes 
with your space.

Amanda Shields is the principal designer at Amanda Shields Interiors.

6. Consider
The Finish
The finish of the paint can significantly impact 
the final appearance of your walls. Matte or flat 
finishes create a soft, smooth look but are more 
prone to marks and smudges. Satin or eggshell 
finishes offer a slight sheen and are more durable, 
making them suitable for high-traffic areas. 
Glossy finishes provide a dramatic shine but are 
best reserved for trim or accent areas.

7. Seek 
Professional Advice
Seeking professional advice is a wise step if 
you find yourself uncertain about choosing the 
perfect white paint. Interior designers or colour 
consultants can offer valuable insights and help 
you select the best shade to suit your needs. 

Remember, choosing the right white paint in 
your home may seem daunting, but armed with the 
knowledge of lighting, undertones, atmosphere, 
and finishes, you can make an informed decision. 
Remember to test samples in your space, consider 
contrast and seek professional advice if needed. 
With these tips, you’ll be well on your way to 
finding the perfect white paint that will enhance 
the beauty and character of your home.  OH
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At Windsor Vacuum we pride ourselves on being your source for everything to do with vacuum 
cleaners, plain and simple. Beyond sales, we service, repair, and provide advice on vacuum cleaning 
systems of all kinds! If you have a question – we are here to help. If you need advice – we will give 
it without pressuring you to buy.  And when you do need a new cleaning system – we will find the 
perfect one just for your needs.

519.972.5557 
3051 Dougall Ave., Windsor, ON

www.windsorvac.com

rent art
at home & in the office.

Custom Framing Services

Local Fine Art & Jewelry

Original Art Sales & Rentals 

4755 Wyandotte Street East, Windsor ON.
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519.564.7880
jessica@synergyrealestategroup.net

www.synergyrealestategroup.net
 @jessicacharlton.realtor

Jessica Charlton Real Estate

We cannot say enough amazing things about our experience working with Jessica Charlton. I initially reached 
out to several realtors in the area, looking to start our search for a property. We were quite anxious and 
nervous of moving West from the GTA. Jessica immediately eased our worries and alleviated the stressful 
aspects of the process. From start to finish, Jessica and her team offered their full support, communication 
expertise to execute an extremely smooth purchase of our home. The current market had us a little uneasy 
at times but Jessica helped us navigate through this, answering any questions we had, sharing updates and 
ultimately connecting with us at all times. If you’re looking for a professional, knowledgeable and a genuine 
caring person to work with on buying or selling a home, you will absolutely find that while working with 
Jessica! Words really cannot express how grateful we are for everything Jessica has done for us and to help 
us get our dream home! - The Tacuyog Family
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STORY DONNA LUANGMANY
PHOTOGRAPHY DEVON PASTORIOUS

The model unit in The Montage is decorated with 
trendy black accents and wood details. The light 
fixtures are from The Lighting Boutique & Appliance 
Shoppe. Each unit in this building has an open floor 
plan and lots of natural light.

Living
DDevelopers are taking notice and have been 

working hard to keep up with the demand. 
HD Development Group’s latest project is 
the Trinity Gate Condominiums in south 
Windsor. The Montage, their completed Phase 
1 building, opened its doors to residents in 
June 2023. While the majority of the building 
was sold prior to the start of construction, a 
limited number of units are still available for 
lease or sale. OUR HOMES caught up with 
HD Development Group to discuss their latest 
projects and condo life in general. Continued on page 54

CONDO LIVING IS ON
THE RISE. ACCORDING
TO HAIDER HABIB OF
HD DEVELOPMENT
GROUP, PEOPLE OF
ALL AGES ARE OPTING
FOR THE EASE AND
SIMPLICITY OF CONDO
OWNERSHIP. “THERE’S
A GREAT LIFESTYLE
THAT COMES WITH
LIVING IN A CONDO,” HE
TELLS US. “YOU CAN’T
BEAT THE AMENITIES,
AND THERE’S NO
MAINTENANCE.”

CARE-FREELiving
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OUR HOMES: Why are condos so 
popular right now?
HD DEVELOPMENT:  There’s a lot of freedom that comes 
with living in a condo. You can own a home without 
worrying about maintaining a yard or shovelling the 
driveway. People can spend their free time with their 
families, enjoy hobbies or travel. Plus, the amenities 
are great: party rooms, fitness areas and lounges. It’s a 
convenient and very luxurious way of living.

OH: The Montage is the Phase 1 building of 
the Trinity Gates Condominium project. 
What makes it unique?
HD: The location is incredible. Walker Square Shopping 
Centre, grocery stores and brand-name stores are just a 
short drive away. Trinity Gate isn’t far from golfing, event 
centres, or downtown Windsor either. Young families 
have the park, splashpad and Talbot Trail School all 
within walking distance. Commuters and travellers will 
benefit from close proximity to Highway 401, E.C. Row 
Expressway and Windsor International Airport.

OH: What were 
your goals when 
designing The Montage?
 HD: We wanted to offer luxury 
spaces with a high-end feel. All 
the materials and finishes were 
carefully selected. Every unit is well-
designed with nine-foot ceilings, en 
suite bathrooms, large windows and 
lots of natural light. Every unit has 
a balcony or patio that ranges from 
45 square feet to 80 square feet, 
and each one has a gas hookup for 
a barbecue. 

RIGHT: A neutral 
palette makes it easy for 
homeowners to decorate 
their units as they wish. The 
model unit features modern 
décor with organic touches. 
BELOW LEFT: The layout 
is suitable for entertaining 
or family life. The kitchen 
opens onto the living space, 
and the island comfortably 
seats three. BELOW RIGHT: 
Buyers have the option to 
upgrade their appliance 
packages if they wish. 

Continued on page 56

“CONDO LIVING IN 
OUR REGION IS IN 
DEMAND. PEOPLE 
LOVE THE LIFESTYLE, 
AND TRINITY GATE 
WILL OFFER A SMALL 
COMMUNITY IN A GREAT 
PART OF THE CITY.”

The Montage is the first of three buildings in the Trinity Gate Condominium 
development. Located on Walker Road, it’s close to amenities like shopping, 
restaurants, and two major highways. BELOW LEFT: A bright, elegant lobby 
welcomes residents and visitors. BELOW RIGHT: Each building has double 
elevators for accessibility and easy living.
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OH: What type of buyer did you 
have in mind for The Montage?
HD: The Montage is for everyone. The 
location is convenient whether you’re 
single, have a young family or are retired. 
We wanted to appeal to a broad group 
of people, so we offered 14 layout 
options. Buyers could choose from an 
817 sq. ft. one-bedroom, or a 1,307 
sq. ft. two-bedroom space. They could 
customize their suites with lighting 
options, upgraded appliances and 
additional equipment warranties. We 
offered four different design packages 
with carefully-curated finishes. Each 
unit was constructed with high-quality 
materials and easily customizable to any 
style or décor.

OH: What are the features 
and amenities at Trinity 
Gate Condominiums?
HD: The Montage has a party room, 
double elevator, parking and outdoor 
fenced courtyard. There’s also in-suite 
laundry and an in-building garbage and 
recycling room. 

OH: Tell us about the next  
two phases. 
HD: We’re really excited about Phase 2 
and Phase 3 of this project. Construction 
has begun on The Tamina building, which 
has an expected occupancy date of July 
2025. There will be approximately 9,000 
square feet of leasable commercial space 
on the main floor. We expect to launch 
reservations of The Castillo in early 
2024. That building will have 81 luxury 
residential suites for purchase. Amenities 
will include a fitness area, party room, 
storage and bike room, lounge and 
outdoor green area.  

TOP LEFT: Sliding doors provide easy access to 
outdoor space. Each unit has a spacious patio 
or balcony. TOP RIGHT: The second bedroom is 
staged as a home office in the model unit. RIGHT: 
Whether outfitted with a sectional or couch and 
accent chairs, the living space is large enough to 
offer plenty of seating. FAR RIGHT: The bathroom 
is centrally located near the main living area and the 
second bedroom. 

Continued on page 58
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OH: What’s next for 
HD Development?
HD: Be on the lookout for 
Oldcaste Heights in Tecumseh. 
This development will have a 
mix of well-appointed two-storey 
townhomes and detached 
homes. It’s only minutes away 
from Trinity Gate and the Ciocaro 
Club. We’re servicing and selling 
now, with occupancies forecasted 
for summer 2024.

Continued on page 60

The primary bedroom 
feels bright and airy, 
thanks to a large window 
and nine-foot ceiling. 

OH: Any final words?
HD: The Montage units 
sold very quickly, which is 
proof that condo living in 
our region is in demand. 
People love the lifestyle, 
and Trinity Gate will offer 
a small community in a 
great part of the city.  

Inspiring seasonal 
stories for your home

shopannas.ca
1911 Seacl i ff  Dr. , Kingsvi l le

your in-store purchase
off

Valid one per customer. No cash value. Cannot be 
used towards purchase of gift card. Cannot be 

combined with other discounts.

EXPIRES: OCT. 31ST 2023PROMO: OHAUT23

Visit our showroom
at the corner of 

Manning Road South 
and County Road 46 

just before Essex.

SHOWROOM HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9 a.m - 5 p.m

519.723.4111
scottsfireplace.ca

SCOTTS_F23.indd   1 2023-08-23   10:57 AM
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ABOUT HD 
DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP

Feedback from happy clients:
“Our experience with HD Development Group and the Trinity Gate sales team 

has been nothing short of excellent. Professional, friendly staff helped us choose 

our finishings and answered any questions we had along the way. The suite and 

building far exceeded our expectations when it comes to quality materials used 

and attention to detail. The amenity spaces are just beautiful! We’re glad we 

chose Trinity Gate Condominium for our new home and look forward to the 

completion and amenities that will come with the next two phases.” 

~Sandra and Vincent Buglisi

The primary bedroom offers luxuries like a spacious walk-in 
closet and elegant en suite bathroom.

Michael Habib, Steve Habib, 
Abe Habib and Haider 
Habib of HD Development. 
The company marked the 
opening of Trinity Gate 
Condominiums with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony at 
The Montage building.

Based in Oldcastle, HD Development 
Group began as a small family-run 
company with a goal of building 
properties that were high-quality, 
energy-efficient and also attractive. 
HD’s scope has expanded to land 
development, small and mid-rise 
buildings and commercial work. 
The company’s in-house team 
now includes engineers, project 
managers, interior designers and 
a dedicated service team.   OH Now Selling

Two Storey Townhomes starting at $789,900  /  Two Storey detached starting at $999,900

Su m m er 2 024 

O cc u pa n cy

OLD  CASTLE  HEIGHTS

Over 30 Years of Building Experience
Call us today at:  519.890.8479

Email us at: oldcastleheights@gmail.com

PRESENTING THE CRYSTAL & EMERALD MODELS

These 27 luxury two-storey townhomes located on Talia
Street in Tecumseh will feature a farmhouse inspired design with 
full brick and Hardie Board accents. With a combined 1,850 square 
feet, 3 bedrooms, and 2.5 baths; this open concept design will suit 
the needs of any size family. Enjoy this open concept design with 
features such as an upgraded kitchen with an oversized island, 
solid oak open concept staircase, engineered hardwood floors 
throughout main floor, 2nd level laundry and much more. On 
the exterior, a 2 car garage with a finished concrete driveway is  
included on all townhome models. The Crystal 1 & 2 will feature a 
private access to the lower level from the exterior.
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SOUND ADVICE
According to Jason, “You can’t have a good home theatre 
without good audio. Clear, quality sound elevates the 
viewing experience, so it’s important to invest in high-
performance speakers. Entry-level packages include five 
speakers and one sub-woofer and go up from there.”

John recommends installing Dolby Atmos overhead 
channels, which typically include 11 speakers and four 
subwoofers. “We can directly place the sound within the 
room, providing an enhanced experience. You feel like 
you’re in the middle of the action – inside the car during a 
high-speed chase, in front of the tanks rolling towards you 
or directly beneath the plane flying overhead.” But he adds, 
“don’t forget the soundproofing.”

STRATEGIC LIGHTING
Light spill will dramatically diminish picture 
quality in a home theatre, so it’s critical to 
install automated blackout curtains or blinds. 
For safety, add LED floor lighting and for fun 
consider adding a dimmable fibre-optic ceiling 
to recreate the constellations.

AUTOMATE
A single universal device eliminates the 
need for multiple controls. Local audio-
visual companies can help set you up with a 
dedicated system that will not only automate 
all your media, but also lighting, sound, home 
security, heating/cooling and shading.
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John Stumpf, 
manager at Fergus-based 
Station Earth, a custom 
electronics integration 
company specializing in 
the design and installation 
of high-performance 
home theatres and 
automation, says short-
throw laser projectors 
will soon become more 
commonplace. These 
hybrid TV/projectors 
can throw a crisp image 
onto a 120-inch screen. 
The revolutionary 
LG Signature rollable 
television is also now 
on the market. The 
technology is housed 
in a sophisticated low 
black console with a 
front speaker and a 
65-inch television rolled 
into a tube that can roll 
up for viewing or back 
down to disappear. 

Whether it’s the latest 
Hollywood blockbuster, 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs or 
La Traviata beamed directly 
into your home from 
New York’s Metropolitan 
Opera, investing extra 
thought into the design 
of your media room or 
home theatre will create 
an optimal viewing and 
listening experience for 
everyone. Prices can 
range from $10,000 for 
a simple home theatre 
package (projector, screen, 
speakers) to more than one 
million dollars for a mind-
blowing, subterranean, 
high-tech installation. 
Here’s some advice from 
local experts. 

MEDIA is the
MESSAGE STORY MEGAN SMITH-HARRIS

USAGE
First, determine the primary usage of the space. 
If it’s a multi-purpose zone such as a main-floor 
great room or a gaming area with a pool table and 
bar, there will be ambient light and sound issues, 
so it’s better to stick with a large flat-screen 
television and strategically placed speakers. 
If you’re a film enthusiast looking to faithfully 
recreate a movie theatre atmosphere, a dedicated 
room that can be effectively darkened, with a 
ceiling-mounted projector, screen and more 
complex sound system will be a better fit. 

ADVANCED SCREEN TIME
“Really cool projection technology is 
readily available,” says Jason Rodrigues, 
general manager at London Audio, an 
audio/visual company specializing in home 
entertainment and automation. “For a 
multi-purpose media room, the current 
standard is a 75- to 98-inch high-definition 
4K TV. Those with bigger budgets could 
opt for an 8K ultra-high-definition TV or 
the 114- to 140-inch micro-LED walls that 
are now available for residential use.”

The revolutionary LG 
Signature rollable 65-inch 
television is rolled into 
a tube that can roll 
up for viewing or back 
down to disappear.

INTEGRATION
Integrating state-of-the-art wiring, sound 
and internet features when building a new 
house is a no-brainer, but if you’re living in 
an older home, there are still ways to retrofit 
your rooms to hide unsightly wires, bulky 
components and speaker towers. Station 
Earth recommends using stealth speakers that 
can be installed behind drywall, wallpaper or 
wood veneer. An art-frame TV can camouflage 
a large black screen or hide it completely with 
a lift mechanism that allows a mirror or art 
piece to glide in and out of view. 

What are you waiting for? Make 
some popcorn!  OH

LG: Signature OLED R

DOLBY: Atmos

SAMSUNG: The Frame

SAMSUNG: Micro LED

HomeTheatres.indd   DPS 2023-08-08   3:11 PM
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HOUSEWEARS 
INTERIOR DESIGN
Jill Straky knows good design. The owner of 
Housewears Interior Design is celebrating nearly 
20 years of award-winning business. Her firm has 
long been a trusted resource by local builders, 
architects and high-end clientele. Housewears’ 
complete design services include 3D rendering, 
kitchen and bathroom planning and more. Plus, 
the company now specializes in custom, upscale, 
upholstered furniture and wall art.

 “We’re all about classic: delivering 
timeless, livable design in every 
aesthetic, carefully curated 
to the client.”

Jill Straky

DESIGN STUDIO
Now located in Lakeland Plaza in Tecumseh, 
Housewears’ stylish design studio is a must-see. 
Schedule an appointment, and come relax in the 
sofa lounge while browsing the HW Collection. 
The Canadian-made upholstered furnishings are 
sure to impress, and so is Housewears’ unique art 
selection. Each piece is customizable to perfectly 
fit your home.

TREND WATCH
Bigger is better than ever, 
and oversize art is having 
a moment. Housewears is 
fully stocked with organic, 
abstract pieces, and black-
and-white photography. 
Select a print of an iconic 
figure, or add some 
whimsy to your décor with 
a humorous photograph. 
Pair with a timeless, tailored 
sofa or curvy chair to create 
a look that you’ll love for 
many years to come.

Continued on page 66

Leave the details, big and small, 
to these local professionals.

PHOTOGRAPHY  TED KLOSKE

CALL ME
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PHILIP FERNANDES 
DESIGN 
Get your custom home-build off to the right start 
with Philip Fernandes Design. Led by Philip and 
Amanda Fernandes, this local firm specializes in 
custom residential design. In addition to white 
sheet design and 3D renderings, the company 
offers a wide range of services. These include 
project management, planning services, site plan 
approvals, rezoning applications and more.

“White sheet design, every 
time, for a home that’s 
uniquely yours.”

Adam Paszkowiak, 
Gina Diaz Reyes, Philip Fernandes, 

Amanda Fernandes  & Natalie Coletti

CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL DESIGNS
Located in an abandoned transformer building, the design studio office 
boasts high ceilings and white-washed brick walls. This sets the stage 
for a fun, collaborative environment for every client. Whether you come 
with a binder full of ideas, or need some direction, Philip and Amanda 
are ready to bring your vision to life. By listening closely to each request 
and concern, the team is able to produce detailed, custom construction 
drawings held to the highest standard.

WHAT’S  
TRENDING
Home exteriors 
are leaning toward 
warm, contemporary 
architecture and 
striking transitional-
styled homes. On 
the inside, many 
people are bringing 
the back of the home 
forward. This means 
mudrooms, walk-in 
closets and pantries 
are now taking centre 
stage. No matter 
which features you’d 
like to prioritize, Philip 
Fernandes Design 
will ensure your home 
functions and flows 
perfectly with your 
lifestyle.

Continued on page 68

THE LEGAL  
EDGE TEAM
Real estate is likely one of the biggest 
investments you’ll ever make. So why not rely 
on trusted professionals with a proven track 
record? Mark Eugeni and Tina Pickle of The 
Legal Edge Team have more than 20 years of 
experience helping clients buy and sell homes. 
The duo is among the top 100 sales agents 
in Canada, and number-one in sales since 
2006 at Manor Windsor Realty Ltd. With 
expertise in home staging, land development,  
new construction and negotiations, it’s 
easy to see why.

“Each client has unique needs, 
and we embrace the challenge 
to try and exceed their 
expectations!” 

MARKET CONDITIONS
Thanks to a lack of inventory and bidding 
wars, sellers have enjoyed a red-hot market 
for several years. But Mark and Tina expect it 
to slow down somewhat; rising interest rates 
and increased inventory have led to a calmer 
market. Buyers hoping to get into the market 
will have plenty of opportunities. Hoping to 
purchase a home, make an investment or build 
a house? Contact The Legal Edge Team and 
find out how they can help make it happen.  

Tina Pickle 
& Mark Eugeni

THE LEGAL EDGE
As a graduate of the University of Detroit Mercy 
School of Law and a member of the State Bar of 
Michigan, Mark boasts a wealth of knowledge. 
His legal expertise positions him to offer 
sound advice on all legal matters. No matter 
what questions you may have about buying or 
selling real estate, Mark can answer them with 
confidence. And since he’s bilingual, he can even 
answer questions in Italian! 
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THE PLANNING CENTRE 
ANDERSEN WINDOWS
For over 40 years, The Planning Centre Andersen 
Windows has outfitted Windsor and Essex County 
with premium doors and windows. Offering award- 
winning brands like MasterGrain and Andersen 
Windows, this local company has solutions for every 
budget and design style. Each product is built to the 
test of time and is backed by one of the best  
warranties in the business.

“Choose the best for your home.”

SERVICE AND INSTALLATION
Whether you’re replacing your current doors or 
windows, or building a new home, The Planning 
Centre will assist you from start to finish. Select a 
ready-made product or choose a custom solution. 
There are no sales gimmicks or pressure to buy, 
and the expert staff will walk you through the entire 
process. Afterwards, The Planning Centre’s master 
installation team will ensure that each window and 
door is installed with precision.

WHAT’S IN DEMAND
Homeowners are making a 
statement with oversize front 
doors that are eight- or 10-feet 
tall and 40-feet wide. Sleek, 
contemporary styles are in high 
demand, and many popular 
designs feature engraved 
patterns or inlays. People are also 
choosing to go big when it comes 
to the patio. Andersen Windows’ 
stacking patio doors can be 
customized to offer wall-to-wall 
and floor-to-ceiling views, and 
create a seamless transition to 
outdoor spaces.

Steven Johnson

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

CANAM CURRENCY 
EXCHANGE
CanAm Currency Exchange is Windsor and Essex County’s 
top choice for foreign exchange. They’re proud to offer 
the lowest rates, guaranteed. Plus, the company takes a 
customer-first approach in everything they do. They’ll help 
you transfer your funds into Canadian Dollars in a quick, 
easy and stress-free manner.

 “CanAm Currency Exchange strives 
to become the most prevalent and 
preferred currency exchange service 
and bullion dealer in Canada.”

Michael 
Piccioni

THE BEST RATES
CanAm Currency Exchange’s goal is to help people thrive by 
saving them time and money. They buy and sell more than 100 
different currencies and guarantee the best rates in Canada. Plus, 
CanAm is committed to providing an unprecedented currency 
exchange experience and efficient and quality service. There’s 
no better place to convert your cash and put more money in 
your pocket.

PRECIOUS 
METAL INVESTMENTS
CanAm Currency is a registered Royal Canadian Mint 
dealer with a large variety of bullion products. Gold and silver are 
great investments that have historically performed well during 
high periods of inflation. Lately, there have been shortages in the 
bullion markets and it’s difficult to obtain government-minted 
and private-minted gold and silver. Now is the time to buy.  OH

ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 3   |  6968  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 2 3

people & places



THE ALLURE OF LUXURY
Home is everything. It’s where we work and play, retreat and reflect alone or host family and 
friends. We all want beautiful homes. This means getting the design elements you need and 
indulging in the things you want.

Luxury doesn’t have to come at a cost-prohibitive price point. This trend is more about 
satisfying a niche need, whether it’s based on everyday life, experience or aesthetics. It’s about 
tailored spaces and lifestyles.

For those looking to elevate their homes, here are four rules of living luxuriously.

Interior design trends are 
always changing, sometimes 
to the point of frustration. 
You’ve redone your space and 
before you know it, that trendy 
hue is “out” and something 
completely different is “in.” 
But when it comes to luxury 
design, this isn’t the case. Luxury 
requires a bigger investment 
on many levels: more thought 
in the planning, more skill in the 
execution and more budget 
overall. This means that luxury 
demands longevity.

STORY DIANA ROSE
PHOTOGRAPHY MIKE CHAJECKI

  the
LUXE
Life

The appeal of luxury interiors never goes out of style. Quality 
products and a refined aesthetic are always in demand. 

TheLuxeLife.indd   2 2023-07-31   1:52 PM

Continued on page 72

THE STUDIO GALLERY
3080 Grand Marais Rd. E., Windsor  |  519-980-4852

ShirleyWilliamsArt.com

Award-Winning Contemporary Paintings
Arrange a studio visit.

fahrhall.com  I  519-969-7822

Keeping your 
family comfortable 
since 1967.
Windsor-Essex County’s most 
trusted HVAC experts.

fahrhall.com  I  519-969-7822

Keeping your 
family comfortable 
since 1967.
Windsor-Essex County’s most 
trusted HVAC experts.

 Providing quality Heating, Cooling, & Indoor Air Quality since 1967

BEDROOM & BATHROOM STUDIO

1640 Lesperance Rd., Tecumseh  •  beddazzle.com  •  519.915.1317
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Embrace the great room. More than ever, our homes serve many different 
functions. The new reality of working and playing at home has created a new 
trend: the separation of spaces. Open concept is still very much a factor in 
modern design, but we’re increasingly creating dedicated spaces for working 
and entertaining. The formal great room is back and greater than ever – 
sophisticated and elegant, rich with detail and stories. Even the broader room is 
divided into more intimate areas, such as cosy seating areas, a central fireplace 
area and, of course, plenty of room to move around, mix and mingle.

Details matter. They don’t have to be abundant, 
but two or three strategic additions in each room 
can make all the difference. Create an element of 
surprise with unexpected choices such as metal 
inlays, upholstered wall panels, eccentric wallpapers 
and unusual tile patterns. The trick to mastering 
this trend is to keep it simple and elegant. Overdoing 
the details can backfire, creating clutter and chaos. 
Instead, choose a few key details to focus your 
attention and budget.

Elevate architectural elements. Pay attention 
to the built-in elements in your space. Perhaps as 
important as the architecture is how it’s showcased. 
A winding staircase, an elegant archway or a grand 
fireplace are not just functional parts of the home, 
they can be fabulous focal points as well. If you’re 
renovating, pay attention to millwork, plaster 
ceiling details and wall panels. Then, make sure 
these elements are seen through tactical lighting and 
furniture layout.

Incorporate custom elements. There are lots of 
great products available “off the shelf,” but tailored 
design fits your home and life like a glove. It also 
costs more. Approach this in the same way as you 
would your fine design details and customize where it 
counts. This includes custom cabinets and built-ins. 
Doing this will truly maximize every inch of the 
kitchen and your bathrooms, where space can be at a 
premium and storage is always in demand. 

Diana Rose is the principal and creative director for Diana Rose Design.

Luxury will always be trending, whether in its true high-end form, or as a 
source of inspiration for elevating our homes. Whether you’re all in or applying 
it in small doses, do it with confidence and engage the help of a professional 
designer who can help you creatively maximize your budget – whatever 
that may be.  OH

TheLuxeLife.indd   3 2023-07-31   1:52 PM

We Love to Design 
Vacation Homes 

in the Sun!

lionheartcollection.com MELISSA & RICHARD
Design Professionals

Celebrating 

24 years 
of design excellence.

Lionheart_F23.indd   1 2023-08-23   9:57 AM
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AS CANADA’S HOUSING CRISIS GRINDS 
on, governments have begun to pay much more 
attention to “gentle densification” – the concept 
of getting our existing properties to do more. In 
Ontario for example, the provincial government’s 
“More Homes Built Faster” legislation loosens up 
rules pertaining to accessory dwelling units such 
as garden suites.

So what does that change mean on the ground? 
Well, if you’ve been toying with adding a separate 
in-law suite, a rental suite or even some cool studio 
space on your property, today you potentially have 
less red tape to contend with. 

While many of us might be intrigued, garden 
suites are also a fairly new format that not everyone 
is familiar with. And many homeowners may 
legitimately wonder: “Is a garden suite the answer to 
my family’s needs?” “Is this cost-effective?” And: “Can 
my property even accommodate a garden suite?” 

We looked at the legislative changes and 
contacted a couple of industry experts about 
potential benefits and key considerations with 
garden and laneway suites. 

• Design – Bianca says some homeowners match the architecture 
of their garden suite and main structure, whereas others prefer 
a juxtaposition. “We have architects and engineers that work 
alongside the client to create and bring to life their vision.”

• Construction – Decisions include whether to hire a project 
manager and/or specialized builders and contractors, etc.

• Pricing – This can range upwards from $350 per square foot in 
Toronto (which is substantially lower than condo prices). Samantha 
notes that there are considerable fixed costs with garden suites and 
therefore building a two-storey suite can deliver both more living 
space and better cost per square foot as well.

Has there been an uptick in interest? In a word, yes. Already in the short 
time since new legislation rolled out, Bianca says she’s seen homeowner 
interest rise: “More and more people are looking for creative ways 
to maximize their living space and a garden suite provides a unique 
opportunity to do this.”  OH

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

Is an accessory dwelling unit right for you?

Garden Suites

THE LEGISLATIVE CHANGES
Setting the stage, Ontario’s Bill 23 (which passed in November 2022) stated: “One 
of the ways we propose to increase gentle density is by expanding what’s allowed 
to be built without further planning approvals. Our plan would permit up to 
three residential units on most residential lots ‘as of right’ – that is to say, without 
needing a by-law amendment. For example: a main residence, a basement apartment, 
a garden house.”

In Toronto, where the housing crisis has hit especially hard, city council 
permitted laneway dwellings in 2019. Then in February of 2022, the city adopted a 
“Garden Suites Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment” allowing 
garden suites in most GTA residential zones. 

Samantha Chan is marketing and sales director of Toronto-based Elevate 
Realty Inc., a real estate sales brokerage that focuses on investing in houses and 
multi-family homes. In a nutshell, the new garden suite legislation translates into 
way more opportunities, she says. Realistically, Samantha explains, only about 
47,000 or so properties in Toronto meet laneway suite requirements (i.e., they have 
laneway access and meet fire requirements). Yet, thanks to by-law amendments, 
now, Samantha says, “You don’t need a laneway. As long as you have a big enough 
backyard, you can build a garden suite. If a homeowner wants to do it, it becomes a 
lot easier and more feasible for them.”

WHAT ARE GARDEN SUITES BEING USED FOR?
Bianca Acqua is director of sales and marketing for Woodbridge-
based City Modular Buildings Inc., a company that specializes in 
modular homes, laneway and garden suites. From where she sits, 
Bianca is seeing various motivations in terms of why homeowners 
are building garden suites: “It really just depends on the needs 
of the individual or family,” she says. “So some people are using 
garden suites as rental units to generate additional income, 
while others are using them as separate office or studio spaces to 
work from home. We see that these garden suites are a great way 
of providing additional living quarters for multi-generational 
families or to serve as a guest suite for visitors.”

WHAT ARE SOME KEY FACTORS TO CONSIDER?
For homeowners exploring whether this option is workable, here 
are some key considerations:

• Lot size – Samantha notes a difference between garden 
suites and laneway suites. While a “laneway house can span 
the whole distance of your backyard,” she says a garden suite 
requires a setback on each side. 

• Compliance – Garden suites must comply with relevant 
Ontario Building Code regulations and zoning by-laws. 

• Building permit – These must be obtained.

• Emergency access – A compliance review is required.

• Existing trees – In Toronto, a garden suite “should not result 
in the removal of a healthy by-law protected tree.”

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE?
https://www.ontario.ca/page/more-homes-built-faster

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-
development/planning-studies-initiatives/garden-suites/

https://citymodularbuildingsinc.ca/

https://www.elevatepartners.ca/resources/
toronto-garden-suites-information-updates/

Here's a closer look:

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELEVATE REALTY INC. / URBAN LANES INC.
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Tina Pickle
Sales Representative

Donna Eugeni
Administrative Leader

Mark A. Eugeni
B. Comm.,MBA, JD
Sales Representative

Licensed Attorney w/State Bar of Michigan 

Mark & Tina at Manor Windsor Realty Ltd. Brokerage, 3276 Walker Road , Windsor, 519.250.8800 
Mark A. Eugeni | 519.796.8454 | sales@markeugeni.com | www.markeugeni.com – Tina Pickle | 519.791.6626 | sales@tinapickle.com | www.tinapickle.com

Not intended to solicit any properties currently for sale and all buyers and sellers are 
advised to obtain independent advice before relying on any information herein.

www.facebook.com/thelegaledgeteam/

from

Thank you to all of our amazing clients and friends.

2022 #1 SALES AGENT 17 YEARS IN A ROW!  2006-2022 
2022 #1 LISTING AGENT FOR 16 YEARS

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 TOP 10 AGENTS IN CANADA
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THIS THING CALLED BIRDING
What exactly is this thing called birding? A dictionary 
definition is “the observation of birds in their natural habitats 
as a hobby.” But that simple definition doesn’t cover the 
full extent of this pastime. Buying binoculars and trying to 
identify what you’re seeing is the next step. Then comes a 
quest for information on each species, learning a bit about 
their song, their preferred habitat, their behaviour and their 
life cycles. The more you learn the more you want to learn. At 
this point your simple birdwatching activity evolves to a more 
passionate pursuit of birds; a compulsion, an obsession even. 
The more you see, the more you want to see. This is when 
you’ve become a birder, the more serious term for the next 
level of birdwatching. 

SPARK BIRD
A common introduction to birding is often 
triggered by what birders refer to as seeing 
a “spark bird.” It’s the sighting of the bird 
that sparks your interest in birding. It’s 
the instance you really take notice of the 
unique beauty of a bird, or its song or its 
behaviour. Each person seems to have their 
own happy story about their particular 
spark-bird moment.  

Sometimes there are several such 
moments that come together to ignite 
the passion for birds. I know some 
birders who noticed a picture of a bird 
in a magazine, which sparked a desire to 
see it in the wild, setting them off on a 
spark-bird quest. Then, the quest may not 
produce your target bird, but searching 
for it inevitably opens your eyes to other 
birds out there that you would not have 
noticed before. You’re on your way to 
discovering a previously unknown, virtual 
parallel universe, filled with birds. There’s 
no going back.  

NOW YOU SEE IT
The development of digital camera 
technology can be credited with turning 
many into birders. Let’s face it, before 
the dawn of the digital age, you’d catch 
a fleeting glimpse of an interesting bird, 
you’d pull out your field guide and start 
flipping through the pages to pin down an 
identification. The bird flies off and you 
are left with a muddled memory of what 
you saw. Even with binoculars, its hard 
to embed the details of a quick glimpse 
in your brain. Such frustration could 
make it seem like birding is too much 
work and not fun. 

However, having a camera at the 
ready to fire off a rapid series of shots 
before the bird flies leaves you with the 
opportunity to study the sighting at your 
leisure, with photographic images at 
hand to consult. It’s a relatively new-age 
method of identifying birds, but one 
many have readily taken to. Photography 
is now an additional tool in the birders’ 
bag of ID tricks.

BECOMING A BIRDER
This recent Instagram post about becoming a birdwatcher has, as they say, 
gone viral. It has raised a lot of laughs amongst the birding community because 
so many of us can relate. It’s true, it is hard to put a finger on just how someone 
who’s never noticed birds morphs into a full-fledged birder (pun intended). 

For some, it happens slowly and insidiously, perhaps starting with a 
general interest in nature. For others, myself included, it is something innate. 
I can’t remember ever not being interested in birds. I made up names for 
birds before I got my first field guide. I always had to know what bird that 
was, which bird sang that song, who built that nest and where did the birds 
go in winter?  

For many, it happens virtually overnight. Something awakens inside and 
you start to realize that you are always on the lookout for birds, you want to 
see new birds, you are going birding. You have become a birder!

On Being A
BIRDER STORY LYNNE 

RICHARDSON

 As you age, it’s 
ridiculous how 
fast bird-watching 
creeps up on you. 
You spend your 
whole life being 
100% indifferent 
to birds, and then 
one day you’re 
like “damn is that 
a yellow-rumped 
warbler?” @jessecase

THERE’S AN 
APP FOR THAT
Another dramatic change in the world of 
birding is the advent of bird apps. The bulky 
field guide that you leave in the car is now on 
an app on your phone, which is in your pocket 
and at the ready. The apps have everything 
your old field guide has and more. They come 
complete with range maps, male, female and 
juvie plumage plates, life histories and even 
each species’ songs and calls! There are apps 
that will record birdsong around you and 
instantly pop up suggestions and pictures of 
possible identification. They’re reasonably 
accurate, but not infallible – it’s always best 
to get a look at the songster to confirm. These 
same apps will also suggest the identity of a 
bird from your photographs. And they will 
even suggest an ID of a bird you describe to 
it. Finally, there’s an app (eBird) to record 
all your sightings on and in doing so you 
are contributing valuable data on a species’ 
abundance and distribution to the scientific 
record, which informs conservation policy 
and action. It combines the fascinating joy of 
birding with a scientific purpose, making for a 
most honourable recreational undertaking.  

GO BIRDING!
These apps and aids put you on the fast-track 
to building your birding skills for sure. 
They’ve contributed to a boom in birding 
as a recreational pursuit. But still, nothing 
beats simply getting out there in nature and 
self-finding a species you’ve never seen before. 
So pack up your gear and go birding!  OH

Yellow-rumped
Warbler

American Redstart

Red-headed Woodpecker
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INSTRUCTIONS 

Combine all ingredients into a 
cocktail shaker with ice. Shake 
until cool and strain over ice.

Garnish with a thyme sprig and 
thick zest of orange peel.

Optional: With a butane torch, 
heat the thyme sprig until 
smoking.  OH

GIN & POMEGRANATE
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS 
REFRESHING 
FALL GIN 
COCKTAIL 
IS TART AND 
HERBACEOUS. 
IT FEATURES 
POMEGRANATE 
AND A SWEET 
BUT EARTHY 
HONEY-THYME 
SYRUP.

INGREDIENTS 

2 ounces gin 

1 ounce pomegranate juice 

1 ounce orange juice 

½ ounce thyme honey syrup*

*To make thyme honey syrup, 
heat equal parts honey and 
water in a pan with a sprig of 
thyme. Bring to a simmer and 
let thyme infuse until cool. 

Cocktail 

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

GinPomegranateCocktail.indd   2 2023-07-31   1:56 PM

APPLIANCES
The Appliance Shoppe, 24&25

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/ 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Philip Fernandes Custom Residential  
 Design, 39

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Nancy Johns Gallery & Framing, 51
The Studio Gallery, 71

AWNINGS/TENTS/SHELTERS
Made To Shade, 21
Paquette Windows, 49
Windsor Tent & Awning, 11

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Beddazzle, 71

BUILDERS
Carmine Homes, 29
Coulson Design Build, 4&5
HD Development Group, 61
Nor-Built Construction, 9

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Leamington Home Building Centre, 8
Windsor Home Hardware, 8

CABINETS & MILLWORK/CARPENTRY/ 
FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 
FURNITURE
Cremasco Fine Cabinetry, 3
LP-wood Ltd., 39
Mastro Kitchen Studio, 83

CARPET/TILE/RUG/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING
Palazzi Rugs, 39

COUNTERTOPS
Palazzi Bros Granite & Tile Ltd., 37

CURRENCY EXCHANGE
CanAm Currency Exchange, 2

CUSTOM FRAMING
Nancy Johns Gallery & Framing, 51

DOOR/CABINET/DECORATIVE  
HARDWARE
Truax Design Centre, 17

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE/INVESTING
Bornais Insurance & Financial Services, 13

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Scotts Fireplace, 59

FLOORING
Palazzi Bros Granite & Tile Ltd., 37
Palazzi Rugs, 39

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Anna’s Garden, Home & Wellness, 59

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Anna’s Garden, Home & Wellness, 59
Façade Interiors & Furniture, 29
International Art Designs, 12
Lionheart Collection, 73
The Room at Coulter’s, 37
Urbanhome, 15

HEATING & COOLING
Eagle Mechanical, 29
Fahrhall Home Comfort Specialists, 71

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Carmine Homes, 29
Truax Design Centre, 17

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Façade Interiors & Furniture, 29
HouseWears, 12
Lionheart Collection, 73
The Room at Coulter’s, 37
Urbanhome, 15

KITCHEN & BATH
Cremasco Fine Cabinetry, 3
Mastro Kitchen Studio, 83
The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen Showroom, 27
Truax Design Centre, 17

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
Lakeshore Landscaping, 44&45

LIGHTING
The Appliance Shoppe, 24&25

MASONRY/STONEWORK
D-Bart’s Custom Masonry, 21

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
HD Development Group, 61
Nor-Built Construction, 9
Valente Homes, 84

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Affinity Outdoor Living Products, 10
The Room at Coulter’s, 37
Urbanhome, 15

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 8
Decorating Ideas, 8
Graham’s Paint ‘N’ Paper Place Ltd, 8
Lakeshore Paint & Supply, 8
Leamington Home Building Centre, 8
Manz Décor, 8
Merlo Paint & Wallpaper, 8
Windsor Home Hardware, 8

PLUMBING
Fahrhall Home Comfort Specialists, 71

REAL ESTATE
Manor Realty – Mark Eugeni, Tina Pickle  
 76&77
Synergy Real Estate Group –  
 Jessica Charlton, 51
Valente Realty, 84

SKYLIGHTS
Windsor Solalighting, a division of  
 Scotts Fireplace, 59

SOLARIUMS & SUNROOMS
Paquette Windows, 49

TRIM/MOULDING/CASING
Factory Outlet Wood Mouldings Inc., 37

VACUUM SUPPLIES & SALES
Windsor Vacuum, 51

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Decorating Ideas, 8
Made To Shade, 21
Manz Décor, 8
Merlo Paint & Wallpaper, 8

WINDOWS & DOORS 
DuraVu Windows & Doors Inc., 6&7
Paquette Windows, 49
The Planning Centre, 41
Truax Design Centre, 17

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.607.0411 or 1.877.600.4840 x1.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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Curvaceous
CURVES ARE TAKING OVER INTERIORS. ARCHED 

DOORWAYS, ROUND TABLES AND CIRCULAR 
SOFAS ALL HELP CREATE CALM, RELAXING AND 

WELCOMING SPACES. HERE’S SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR YOUR FAVOURITE ROOMS.

1

2
3

11

13

6
7

5

16

15

18
19

17 1. MERCANA: Lahey Chandelier  2. MADE GOODS: 
Alondra Chandelier  3. RENWIL: Indah Mirror  4. MADE 

GOODS: Nerine Dresser  5. RICHELIEU: Cabinetry 
Hardware  6. UNIVERSAL FURNITURE: Nomad 

Golden Hour Utility Cabinet  7. MADE GOODS: Cyril 
Round Dining Table  8. CYAN DESIGN: Serres Vase  

9. RENWIL: Hannes Candle Holders  10. UNIVERSAL 
FURNITURE: Nomad Breeze Nightstand  11. RENWIL: 

Joline Table Lamp  12. UNIVERSAL FURNITURE: 
Nomad Sischo Bench  13. SURYA: Yukon & Bola 

Throw Pillows  14. MADE GOODS: Eada Coffee Table  
15. MERCANA: Carola Bar Cart  16. STYLE IN FORM: 

Evita Swivel Chair  17. MADE GOODS: Malcom 
Bench  18. JAIPUR LIVING: Idriss Rug  19. SURYA: 

Birmingham Rug  OH

As Seen in OUR HOMES Wellington County  
Orangeville  Caledon  |  Waterloo Region Spring 2023 issue
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Masters of Distinctive Cabinetry

2863 Howard Ave., Windsor  519.250.6336   mastrokitchenstudio.com

Mastro_F23.indd   1 2023-08-23   10:47 AM
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