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Quality Custom Kitchens & Renovations
Home Improvement Specialists

     Call for a FREE In-Home Consultation

office 519.984.9325   |  Toma Hadel 416.804.9325
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custom home builder and designer 

519.818.6601  |  coulsondesignbuildinc@gmail.com  |  coulsondesignbuild.com

Experience the difference.
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3616 Walker Rd., Windsor

519-972-7174

palazzirugs.com

For Those 
Who Value 
Excellence

Designer Inspired w Customizable w Fine Furniture w Locally Crafted in Ontario w Solid Wood

Visit handstone.ca for a dealer near you

Just Launched...

BELMONT COLLECTION



LEAMINGTON  Lakeshore Paint & Supply  120 Erie St N | 519.326.3662 | lakeshorepaint.ca

LEAMINGTON  Leamington Home Building Centre  241 Oak St E | 519.326.4474 | benjaminmoore.com

WINDSOR  Decorating Ideas  3059 Dougall Ave | 519.966.7102 | decoratingideaspaintstore.com

WINDSOR  Graham’s Paint ‘N’ Paper Place Ltd  13173 Tecumseh Rd E | 519.735.2110 | grahamspaintnpaper.com

WINDSOR  Manz Décor  8015 Wyandotte St E | 519.945.8002 | manzdecor.com

WINDSOR  Merlo Paint & Wallpaper  1641 Provincial Rd | 519.969.4000 | merlospaint.com

WINDSOR  Windsor Home Hardware  700 Tecumseh Rd W | 519.254.1143 | benjaminmoore.com
focusondecorating.ca
(519) 942-8171
Orangeville, ON L9W 3J6
88 First Street
FOCUS ON DECORATING

Visit us today and let us make sure you get the best paint and advice to get your project done right.
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Now Selling
Two Storey Townhomes starting at $729,900  /  Two Storey detached starting at $999,900

FALL 2 024 

O cc u pa n cy
May Your Holiday Season Be Full of Peace, 

Joy & Prosperity….From The HD Development Group. 
Call us today at:  519.890.8479

PRESENTING THE CRYSTAL & EMERALD MODELS

These 27 luxury two-storey townhomes located on Talia Street 
in Tecumseh will feature a farmhouse inspired design with full 
brick and hardie board accents. With 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths; 
this open concept design will suit the needs of any size family. 
Features include an upgraded kitchen and oversized island, 
solid oak open concept staircase, engineered hardwood floors 
throughout the main floor. Second level laundry, quartz counters 
and much more. On the exterior 1 or 2 car garage with a finished 
concrete driveway that is included on all townhome models. The 
crystal 1 & 2 will feature a private access to the lower level from 
the exterior. 

Email us at: oldcastleheights@gmail.com

OLD  CASTLE  HEIGHTS
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Proud Authorized Dealer of Miele  premium brand vacuums. Made & manufacured in Germany for your household use. 
If you have a question – we are here to help. If you need advice – we will give it without pressuring you to buy.  
And when you do need a new cleaning system – we will find the perfect one just for your needs.

519.972.5557 
3051 Dougall Ave., Windsor, ON
www.windsorvac.com
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Follow us    
Sign up for our newsletter ourhomes.ca/newsletter

our current home, we only expected to stay for a short while. But time 
moves swiftly, and we found ourselves settling in more and more with 
each passing year.

At the time, we were in our early 20s – young adults just figuring out 
the world, and dreaming of the life ahead of us. We didn’t know it then, 
but this would be the place where we started our family. We welcomed 
each baby here, and watched them all take their first steps in the same 
room. We danced with our toddlers in the kitchen and snapped first-
day-of-school photos on the front lawn. This was the home where we 
celebrated birthdays, read bedtime stories, and built epic pillow forts 
with the kids. Throughout multiple renovations, it was also the place 
where I fell in love with design.

We might have been content to stay here forever. But the kids are 
growing and so is our need for space. So a few months ago we decided to 
pick up our roots and move them to a new home. 

Real estate has been moving at a lightning-fast pace lately. Within 
a few short weeks, we had purchased a new house and sold our first 
one. Each time we signed paperwork, I asked my husband, “Is this really 
happening? So soon?!” Neither of us can fathom saying goodbye to a home 
that means so much to us. But we’re ready for the next chapter, and I 
hope the new owners love this house as much as we have.

Winter is a natural time for me to rest and recharge, but this year is 
a little different. Instead of slumbering the season away, I’ll be at work 
with paint samples, fabric swatches and mood boards. However you 
spend the season, I hope you enjoy it to the fullest.

Until spring, 

Donna Luangmany, Managing Editor 
Donna.Luangmany@ourhomes.ca

www.brotto.ca
519.735.1800

1740 Sprucewood Ave., LaSalle

519-735-1800 
www.brotto.ca

Brotto Development Corporation is excited to Introduce 

www.brotto.ca
519.735.1800

Where luxury meets  
convenience in LaSalle!
Experience the freedom of space and carefree living 
in our thoughtfully designed one and two bedroom 
suites. Each suite is meticulously crafted to embody the 
perfect blend of sophistication and comfort, ensuring 
you have a cozy haven to call your own.

At LA Suites, we believe in offering more than just a 
place to live – we create a true lifestyle. Inspired by five-
star hotels, our meticulously curated amenities (over 
5,000 sq. ft.) provide residents with unmatched luxury 
and the perfect backdrop for social interactions and a 
true lifestyle of enjoyment. 

LA Suites offers unrivaled accessibility to the best of 
urban living. Enjoy easy access to shopping centers, 
fine dining establishments, cultural landmarks, and 
vibrant entertainment options, all just steps away from 
your front door. With convenient transportation links, 
commuting to work or exploring the Essex County or 
the U.S. is a breeze!

Experience the pinnacle of luxury living at LA Suites. 
Embrace the lifestyle you’ve always desired – where 
comfort, convenience, and community come together 
harmoniously. 

A limited amount of suites are available for sale and 
lease. Don’t miss out...contact us today! 

Fitness Centre
Club Room
Indoor Lounge
Bike Storage Room 

Outdoor Lounge
2+ Parking Spots
Dog Park
EV Chargers

www.brotto.ca
519.735.1800

December Occupancy!Model Suite NowAvailable For  Viewing

SUBURBAN
CONSTRUCTION & MANAGEMENT LTD.

Another development by

BROTTO_F23.indd   1 2023-11-09   2:24 PM

www.internationalartdesigns.com
URBAN SELECTIONS PLAZA   5975 MALDEN RD.   LASALLE, ON

custom framing          home decor          519-972-3332

Our best side, Is outside
Low Maintenance Outdoor Furniture
Designed and built in Lakeshore, Ont www.affinityinc.ca
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truaxdesigncentre.com

Functional. Beautiful. Design.
We don’t settle for ordinary. Neither should you.

Everybody dreams of a perfect home— 
a place where personality, style, 
form, and function come together to 
create a space that is unique, visually 
appealing, and comfortable. Now is the 
time to stop dreaming.

We design kitchens (including 
outdoor kitchens), mudrooms, closets, 
entertainment walls, and so much 
more. We use only Canadian-made 
cabinetry and also carry door and 
cabinet hardware, organizational 
accessories, and display an impressive 
selection of interior doors and trim. 
Whether you are renovating or 
building from scratch, we can give 
your home a look that is truly yours.

Truax_W23.indd   1 2023-11-08   1:38 PM
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PRIVACY & SECURITY
If you live in a city, town or close to a busy 
roadway, window treatments provide privacy that 
can increase your feelings of comfort. If you own 
a vacation property, obstructing the views to the 
interior provides additional security.

GLARE CONTROL
Whether working on a computer or watching 
television, window coverings temper the light to 
avoid casting a glare on your screens (specifically 
during certain times of the day or year).

SOUND ABSORPTION
With the prevalence of open-concept homes 
and vaulted ceilings, drapery made with a dense, 
tightly woven fabric can aid in absorbing the noise 
that travels throughout your home.

LIGHT TRANSMISSION
Window coverings can help to protect furnishings 
from fading and sun damage, particularly from the 
strong south or west sun.

ENERGY CONSERVATION
Windows are constantly being manufactured to 
higher standards of energy efficiency but window 
coverings can still help (especially from the 
westerly winter wind or beaming summer sun). 
Heavy draperies layered with a honeycomb cellular 
shade can provide additional insulation value.

LIFESTYLE
Shift workers and light sleepers benefit from black-
out blinds/draperies in the bedroom as darkness 
indicates to the body that it’s time to rest.

Be mindful of your pets – cats like to 
climb curtains and dogs can soil the edges of 
your drapery.

Location
Consider the material, style and design 
of the window treatment and the 
characteristics and use of each room, 
as well as frequent occupants (greasy 
fingers from little people may affect your 
selections).

Style
Window coverings can elevate the home 
from an aesthetic point of view to support 
the overall design and architecture.

There are generally two types of 
window coverings – hard and soft. Soft 
window coverings include drapery, curtains 
and shades, while hard window treatments 
include blinds, shutters and screens.

Drapery is typically more formal than 
curtains. They are often pleated and 
hung on rods mounted outside of the 
window frame at the ceiling or above the 
top of the window frame.

Curtains are mounted inside or 
outside of the window frame. An example 
is the café curtain, which has made a 
comeback in recent years. They are 
installed halfway up the window (typically 
within the frame), providing privacy in the 
lower portion while allowing daylight to 
stream in from above.

Shades control light by filtering 
or blocking. Roller, Roman, sheer 
and cellular shades are examples. 
Depending on the options, they can be 
translucent, opaque or black-out.

Blinds are either horizontal or vertical 
and made of several materials, including 
wood, vinyl, metal or fabric. Traditional 
blinds can tilt to control light and 
privacy. Vertical solutions include slats 
and panel tracks.

Shutters are rigid panels in a frame with louvres 
that tilt. They have hinges that operate like small 
doors installed within the window frame. Screens 
can be sliding or folding, such as the Shoji screen.

Operation
Depending on the type of window covering, 
motorization is becoming more popular with 
smart-home automation, especially for difficult-
to-reach windows, large windows or windows 
with sensitive fabrics that you want to avoid 
touching frequently. Some systems require a 
hardwire during the rough-in phase (possible for 
new builds and renovations), while others utilize 
a rechargeable battery system. Be prepared that 
motorized window treatments cost significantly 
more than their non-motorized counterparts.

Cost
Window treatments are an investment and 
should be a line item in your home build or 
renovation budget from the outset. To help 
determine costs, schedule an appointment with 
a local expert. They will evaluate your needs and 
tailor solutions to fit your requirements, your 
lifestyle and your specific house. For example, 
the style/type of window operation, whether 
you have traditional casing or drywall returns, 
and if you need black-out versus light filtering 
will all affect the best mounting solution, which 
will determine the measurements. It is best to 
consult a professional!

Care
As with anything, regular maintenance will 
extend the life of your window coverings. The 
style, material and design of your window 
treatments will dictate how frequently they 
need to be cleaned, but generally dust or 
vacuum during your routine and add a deep 
clean once or twice a year.  OH

WINDOW
TREATMENTS
Designer Tamarisk McNalty Stephens 
shares her ideas.

Windows connect us to the outside environment and 
flood our space with natural light. They balance the 
architectural design and can frame views of nature. Why 
would we cover them up? Well, window treatments play a 
role from a functional and aesthetic point of view.

HUNTER DOUGLAS: 
Vignette Modern
Roman Shades

HUNTER DOUGLAS: 
Provenance Woven
Wood Shades

COVERS CANADA: 
Custom Draperies

HUNTER DOUGLAS: 
Heritance Wood Shutters

WindowTreatments.indd   2 2023-09-12   3:15 PM

By:

The clear choice for a great view.

sunspacebypaquettewindows.com
Servicing Windsor and Essex County Since 1979

Paquette_W23.indd   1 2023-11-07   11:16 AM
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1   LIONHEART HOME COLLECTION

Chair
Curl up by the fire and enjoy winter nights in the Crosby chair. 
We love the oak legs, bold design and deep seat. A matching 
full-size sofa is also available to finish the look. 

220 Edinborough St., Windsor | 519.258.2954 | lionheartcollection.com

2  NANCY JOHNS GALLERY & FRAMING

Wall Art
Gisele Poisson takes a highly experimental approach to 
creating mixed media art, while Nancy Johns allows her mood 
to guide her colour choices and the direction of her brush 
strokes. Both of these abstract paintings, and many others, 
are available for rent or purchase at Nancy Johns Gallery 
& Framing.

4755 Wyandotte St. E., Windsor | 519.945.2222 | nancyjohns.com

3   INTERNATIONAL ART DESIGNS

Clock
Add a little whimsy to your décor with this modern clock. 
Made from black aluminum and silver accents, it features a 
woodpecker that moves every second. Visit International Art 
Designs to check out this piece, and many other unique items.

5975 Malden Rd., LaSalle | 519.972.3332 | internationalartdesigns.com

4   AFFINITY OUTDOOR LIVING PRODUCTS

Outdoor Furniture
The Huron collection includes armchairs, a sofa, accessory
tables and more. Made from highly-durable recycled plastic
and Sunbrella fabric, this furniture is built to last. Sleek and
contemporary, with deep-seated cushions, it’s the perfect blend
of comfort and style.

2308 County Rd. 27, Unit 3, Lakeshore | 519.564.2878 | affinityinc.ca

5   SOFFI STUDIO

Pendant Light
The Flora Pendant features undulating ripples and soft, layered 
opal diffusers. Made from hand-blown glass, it casts a gentle 
glow and reflects light in a mesmerizing way. Hang it on its own, 
or select a few pendants and create a unique arrangement.

2440 Central Ave., Windsor | 519.258.7620 | soffistudio.com

6   LAKESHORE LANDSCAPING

Firepit
Elevate your backyard living with a custom firepit. Designed 
and built to complement your landscaping, it’s sure to be a 
crowd pleaser. It’s not too early to plan for the warmer months, 
so contact Lakeshore Landscaping to get started. 

3110 Jefferson Blvd., Windsor | 519.974.2000 | lakeshorelandscape.ca 

7   FAHRHALL HOME COMFORT SPECIALISTS

Smart Thermostat 
Enjoy comfort at your fingertips. The Lennox S40 Smart 
Thermostat is easily programmable and can help you maximize 
your home’s energy efficiency. The large touchscreen is easy to 
use, and even allows you to display a photo as the screensaver.

3822 Sandwich St., Windsor | 519.969.7822 | fahrhall.com  OH

1

4

Upgrade your home with local finds.

delightful
DETAILS

3

5

6

7

2
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INGREDIENTS 
(Makes 10 drinks) 

15 oz gin 

10 oz Lillet Blanc 

5 oz Suze 
gentian liqueur 

One pear, peeled, 
cored and sliced 

3-5 cloves

1 cinnamon stick 

A few slices of 
ginger, peeled 

PEAR
NEGRONI

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This is a play on a white negroni, infused with pear 
and warming spices for a perfect festive winter drink.

DIRECTIONS

1) In a glass container, 
combine all cocktail 
ingredients. Let 
infuse in the fridge 
for 24 hours. Strain 
the contents out of 
the liquid.

2) To serve, measure 
three ounces of the 
prepared infused liquor 
into a cocktail mixing 
glass with ice. Stir to 
dilute and serve in a 
cocktail glass over a 
large ice cube.  OH

1

2

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

PearNegroni.indd   2 2023-10-11   11:30 AM

Masters of Distinctive Cabinetry
2863 Howard Ave., Windsor    |   519.250.6336    

mastrokitchenstudio.com

Mastro_revIision_W23.indd   1 2023-11-13   2:54 PM
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TIP 3:
Make It Fun With 
Thoughtful Party Activities

I love sending a formal paper invitation to set 
the tone for the event.

A dress code is always an engaging way to 
liven up the night! This could be black tie, a 
colour theme, or even “come as you are.” I am 
asking my guests to dress in classic creams 
and champagne tones – a stylish colour 
palette that will have guests ready to strike a 
pose for a great social moment. Place Instax 
instant cameras throughout the event so 
guests can have fun capturing the evening’s 
special moments. 

For final touches, include note cards and 
envelopes so guests can write down their 
new year’s resolutions and celebrate the start 
of something new.

At midnight, a flute of champagne and a 
kiss never go out of style.  OH

TIP 2:
Create An Intimate And 
Unique Dining Moment 

Put a fresh spin on well-loved classics by 
stepping up the presentation. This year I am 
dazzling guests on arrival with a martini tower 
finished with stuffed olives. This is a fun way to 
re-invent the champagne tower! 

For this event I want to create an engaging 
moment for guests. That’s why I love a hands-
on dinner like fondue. To keep the display 
interesting and eye-catching, roll meats and 
skewer them. Instead of oil in your fondue pot, 
try using your favourite broth-based soup for 
added flavour – my favourite is onion soup. Plus, 
a beautiful display of breads, accoutrements and 
sides will round out the meal. 

My favourite part? A “guest experience” also 
lightens the load of the host to prepare and plate 
numerous courses and meals – all while creating 
organic moments of conversation and activity.

TIP 1:
Don’t Fall Victim To The 
Overdone NYE Décor 

When creating ambience for dining, 
embrace the romance of a new 
beginning. Keep things fresh and 
light – no need for overdone floral 
arrangements on your tablescape this 
year. I love the simplicity of classic 
fine dining candlelight paired with a 
beautiful place setting. Guests won’t 
feel overwhelmed and can enjoy the 
company and conversation. 

While keeping décor classic, we can 
still have fun with a little NYE glam. 
I love the idea of a hero moment for 
guests to enjoy throughout the evening. 
A larger scale décor prop like a clock or 
life-size champagne bottle will win the 
show instead of lots of small, kitschy 
décor that can make the room feel 
messy. Plus, it’s the perfect photo op!

Keep it Classic
RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT HOME IN STYLE

Gregory Fast is an entertaining and events expert who hails from Burlington.

New Year’s Eve is one of my favourite holidays. I love the 
idea of celebrating the start of a new year and all of the 

excitement and possibility it brings. This season, let’s lean 
into tasteful, simple and fresh NYE festivities to keep it 
classic, modern, and of course – fun. I’m planning on 
ringing in the New Year while hosting an intimate dinner 
party for close friends and family. These are a few tips I’m 

using this year as I plan the evening with style in mind.

STORY GREGORY FAST   |   PHOTOGRAPHY LISA MARIE

KeepItClassic.indd   DPS 2023-10-06   10:52 AM
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USE YOUR CEILING AS 
A BOLD ACCENT WALL
Elevating a space with an accent colour on the ceiling 
is an unexpected way to enhance a space. If you’re 
looking for a unique way to add visual interest to your 
space, choose a neutral wall colour and a bolder shade 
for your ceiling. By doing so, you can create a truly 
striking and dynamic interior.

ADD HANGING PLANTS 
TO YOUR CEILING 
Did you know that adding plants to your home can 
boost your mood, increase productivity and enhance 
focus? If square footage is limited and you desire more 
greenery indoors, hanging plants from the ceiling or 
over a windowsill is an ideal way to make the most of 
vertical space.  OH

ADD 
ARCHITECTURAL 
DETAILS 
Ceilings are an excellent place to 
play around with architectural 
details, especially shiplap or exposed 
beams. Shiplap on the ceiling adds 
patterns and textures while making 
a space seem larger and brighter. 
Similarly, exposed beams will add 
warmth and can preserve the rustic 
character of a room. 

DON’T FORGET 
TO PAINT YOUR 
CEILING
The strategic use of coloured 
ceilings can influence the perceived 
dimensions of a room. Lower ceilings 
can appear taller when painted a 
shade or two lighter than the walls. In 
contrast, high ceilings can be visually 
lowered by painting them slightly 
darker, instilling a sense of intimacy. 
For a dramatic effect, try colour 
drenching, which involves painting the 
ceiling, walls and trim the same colour. 

LIGHT IT UP
Ceiling lights are more than just functional, they’re a design 
statement that can make or break a space. A stunning chandelier, 
a sleek pendant or even a cluster of minimalist fixtures can infuse 
your space with personality. Switching light fixtures is also one of 
the easiest renter-friendly ways to make a home feel like your own. 

ADD MEDALLIONS
Ceiling medallions are decorative disks that encircle ceiling light 
fixtures and are like jewelry for your ceiling. From traditional and 
ornate designs to more sleek and contemporary options, ceiling 
medallions are a great way to complement existing woodwork or 
crown moulding in a room. 

PLAY WITH WALLPAPER 
Why limit wallpaper to walls when you can adorn your ceiling? A 
beautifully patterned or textured wallpaper can transform your ceiling 
into a work of art, adding depth and intrigue to your space. Peel-
and-stick decals have also come a long way in recent years and are an 
alternative to get a similar look on a budget. 

The Art of
   LOOKING UP

TIPS AND TRICKS TO DECORATE YOUR FIFTH WALL

STORY ANGELA 
SEREDNICKI

When decorating your home, the ceiling is often an overlooked part of your room with tremendous potential. 
Much like hanging art on your walls or adding a new rug to your floors, there are many ways to spruce up 
your ceilings to completely transform how a space looks and feels. Whether you’re freshening up a rental or 
designing your forever home, here are seven different ways to transform your room from the top. 

YORK WALLCOVERINGS: Evening Star Wallpaper

BENJAMIN MOORE:
Baby’s Breath OC-62

BENJAMIN MOORE:
Chelsea Gray HC-168

SHERWIN WILLIAMS:
Caviar SW 6990

BENJAMIN MOORE:
Bruton White CW-710

HINKLEY: Agave Large Multi Tier

HINKLEY: Argo 
Medium Pendant 

in Sage Green

HINKLEY: Nash 
Small Pendant

ABBOTT: Round Bead 
Planter Hanger

ABBOTT: Large 
Hanging Planter

ABBOTT: Double 
Planter Hanger

TheArtOfLookingUp.indd   DPS 2023-10-30   10:03 AM
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 People are welcome to come in and see the qual-
ity of the workmanship. They will be pleasantly  
surprised with the level of finish and intricacy found 
in this development.  
 “1855 North is for the discerning buyer who 
understands and appreciates excellence,” Teresa 
says. “No feature has been overlooked. Timberland 
Homes is not just building condos. They are build-
ing communities.”
 Beyond the quality of these boutique, luxury con-
dominium units is their proximity to everything 
that residents will enjoy that makes 1855 North so 
special. It is located steps from anything residents 
could possibly need, from a variety of restaurants, 
grocery stores, doctors’ offices and so many other 
amenities. It is close to LaSalle’s waterfront and a 
short drive to the Vollmer Culture and Recreation 
Complex. LaSalle’s famous network of nature trails 
is right outside the door. Timberland Homes can’t 
wait for people to come see this extraordinary devel-
opment for themselves.
 To make an appointment to tour model suites, or 
for more information about 1855 North, call Teresa 
Neusch and her sales team at 519-791-8258 or visit 
www.1855north.com. 

The latest luxury development by

The latest luxury development by

The latest luxury development by

 1855 North – a luxury boutique condominium community 
in the heart of LaSalle. It’s the latest bespoke project by award-
winning Timberland Homes. 
	 One	and	two-bedroom	suites	on	three	floors	offer	easy-living	
at	 its	 finest	 surrounded	 by	 beautifully	 maintained	 grounds	
within	walking	distance	of	everything	you	need	to	enjoy	life	in	
coveted	LaSalle.
 All 40 units are spacious and functional with standard 
high-end features carefully chosen by professional designers. 
Spacious	 kitchens	 have	 large	 sit	 up	 islands	 and	 include	
KitchenAid appliances, quartz solid-surface counters and 
custom cabinetry. Suites feel airy with high nine-foot and ten-
foot	ceilings	throughout.	Each	living	room	has	an	inviting	linear	
electric	fireplace	adorned	with	a	custom	wood	surround.	You	
can	walk	out	to	your	patio	from	every	suite.	Each	suite	comes	
with	parking	and	a	storage	locker.	Private	garages	are	available.

 It’s the perfect community for people seeking a maintenance-
free	 lifestyle,	 whether	 young	 professionals,	 active	 adults	
planning retirement or snowbirds looking for a home they can 
lock	and	then	travel	without	worry.
	 “1855	 North	 provides	 a	 turn-key	 lifestyle	 in	 the	 heart	 of	
LaSalle, steps from restaurants, shops, medical centres and 
leisure	 activities,”	 says	 listing	 agent	 Teresa	 Neusch.	 “The	
building is superior and the grounds are impeccably maintained. 
As a Timberland-built community, you can expect something 
special	that	you	will	be	proud	to	call	home.”
 More than 60 per cent of the suites are already sold 
and occupied.  The building is now 100% complete 
and	 units	 are	 available	 for	 immediate	 possession.		 
To make an appointment to tour this extraordinary building, 
or for more information about 1855 North, call Teresa at 
519.791.8258 or visit 1855north.com

Welcome to 1855 North 
...more than a condominium

Timberland Homes is committed to excellence in building. 
Principal Gino Piccioni started Timberland Homes 27 
years	ago	after	studying	civil	engineering	and	learning	the	
building trade from his father Mario. Gino’s father taught 
him	 to	 always	 prioritize	 quality,	 luxury,	 exclusivity	 and	
most importantly, integrity. Timberland Homes continues 
to	be	recognized	for	design,	craftsmanship	and	service.
 1855 North	 exemplifies	 the	 quality	 craftsmanship	
Timberland Homes is known for and is proud to present to 
discerning homebuyers.
 

 People are welcome to come in and see the qual-
ity of the workmanship. They will be pleasantly  
surprised with the level of finish and intricacy found 
in this development.  
 “1855 North is for the discerning buyer who 
understands and appreciates excellence,” Teresa 
says. “No feature has been overlooked. Timberland 
Homes is not just building condos. They are build-
ing communities.”
 Beyond the quality of these boutique, luxury con-
dominium units is their proximity to everything 
that residents will enjoy that makes 1855 North so 
special. It is located steps from anything residents 
could possibly need, from a variety of restaurants, 
grocery stores, doctors’ offices and so many other 
amenities. It is close to LaSalle’s waterfront and a 
short drive to the Vollmer Culture and Recreation 
Complex. LaSalle’s famous network of nature trails 
is right outside the door. Timberland Homes can’t 
wait for people to come see this extraordinary devel-
opment for themselves.
 To make an appointment to tour model suites, or 
for more information about 1855 North, call Teresa 
Neusch and her sales team at 519-791-8258 or visit 
www.1855north.com. 

The latest luxury development by
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STORY MADELINE MAZAK  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JESSE DUROCHER

Tania Iacobelli knows what she wants. When it came to building a home for her 
large family, the force behind Milavo Design had a very specific vision in mind.

TOP LEFT: Blha blah blgh blah 
blah blah blah blah blahb Blha 
blah blah blah blah blahb Blha 
blah blah blah blah blahb. 
LEFT: Blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blah bab blh 
blah blah ablah blahblah blah. 
ABOVE: Blah blah blah blah 
bah blah blah blah blah bab blh 
blah blah ablah blahblah blah.

Luxe comfort
STORY DONNA LUANGMANY  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JESSE DUROCHER

This condo features 
luxurious textures 
and colours. 
Designer Philip 
Chouinard expertly 
blends warm hues 
to create a cosy and 
inviting space.

1855 North is where carefree living meets luxurious detail. Situated in LaSalle,
the boutique condominium was built by Timberland Homes, and features
high-quality products and finishes. Each unit is an elegant blank slate, ready for
homeowners to add their personal touch. Having recently completed the décor for
a client’s condo, Philip Chouinard of Urbanhome Interior Design takes
us inside the home, and offers a behind-the-scenes look at how he furnished and
accessorized the space. All window coverings are from Made To Shade 
Window Coverings Ltd.     Continued on page 31
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OUR HOMES: Tell us about this project.

PHILIP CHOUINARD: This was a collaboration between myself 
and an existing client. We worked together on his first condo, 
and then he sold it during the pandemic when the market was 
hot. He wanted something smaller and closer to amenities. 

OH: What did the homeowner have in mind for his new home? 

PC: Condo life is all about freedom. You can leave without 
worries of lawn and garden care, or dealing with winter snow. 
The homeowner wanted the interior to reflect that easy lifestyle: 
something livable and approachable, without a lot of fuss or 
excess. Given the high-end quality of the building, it had to be 
elegant and a little sexy, too.

OH: How did you come up with a design to meet those wishes? 

PC: It always starts by listening to the client, and building trust. 
That’s the key to any great relationship and being able to fulfil 
their needs. Clients often ask me, “what would you do if this was 
your home?” We landed on warm, autumn hues: gold, green, 
nutmeg and pumpkin. These are comforting tones that look 
good in any season. Winter can be daunting, so we created an 
inviting respite. This is the perfect place to cosy up to the fire, 
grab a mug of hot cocoa, and enjoy winter hibernation.

Greenery on the wall brings a touch of
the outdoors in. OPPOSITE, TOP: The
open-concept kitchen, dining and living
room offer plenty of seating. There’s lots
of room to entertain in this stylish condo.
BOTTOM: Designer Philip Chouinard of 
Urbanhome Interior Design.

Continued on page 32Philip Chouinard
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OH: What was the inspiration for the design? 

PC: The homeowner wanted to integrate beautiful 
pieces that are a little unusual. In this case, it was 
the tapestry, and it became the jump-off point for 
the entire space. It’s available at Urbanhome in a 
variety of sizes, and even on pillows. Lately, we’ve 
been bringing a lot of unique accessories and 
giftware into the showroom – things that’ll spark 
conversation, that you won’t find anywhere else.

OH: This home is not only cosy, but also luxurious 
and sophisticated. How did you create such 
a feeling?

PC: There are a lot of rich textures here: bouclé, 
smooth marble and rattan. They all come together 
to create a well-blended mélange that is luxe and 
inviting. People remember a feeling more than 
actual pieces. It’s not just one specific element, but 
the overall mix that creates a comfortable vibe. 

OH: Were there any design challenges?

PC: It’s a condo, so space is limited. We had to be 
deliberate about what we brought in. Everything 
was carefully measured, and we stayed away from 
anything too large. Some sofas are 46-inches deep, 
but the piece in the living room is only 38 inches. 
I love that it’s Canadian-made, and completely 
customized to the client’s specifications. At 
Urbanhome, we always encourage people to come 
into the design studio when picking out furniture. It’s 
important to feel pieces, to sit on them and make 
sure the style and comfort are suitable. Everyone 
has different requirements, and it’s our job to 
assure they’ve made the best choice that meets 
their needs.

OH: What are your favourite parts of the home?

PC: The tapestry is a showstopper. It’s the first thing 
you see when entering the condo, and establishes 
the tone for the entire room. The lighting is very 
impactful as well, it sets the mood and adds a lot 
of drama. 

A trio of pendant lights take centre stage above the kitchen 
island. The black-and-gold theme is carried throughout all the 
lighting in the condo.

THERE ARE A LOT OF RICH TEXTURES HERE: BOUCLÉ, SMOOTH  
MARBLE AND RATTAN. THEY ALL COME TOGETHER TO CREATE  

A WELL-BLENDED MÉLANGE THAT IS luxe and invit ing.

Continued on page 34
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OH: The lighting is fantastic. How did 
you decide on the fixtures that you 
brought in?

PC: Black and gold is the cohesive theme. 
The trend in lighting right now is to make 
a statement, and “go big or go home.” 
The pendants above the island elevate 
the space, and so does the chandelier in 
the living room. They add substantial wow 
factor. It’s important to layer in smaller 
pieces too, so we’ve got floor lamps that 
repeat the black motif.

OH: What was your approach to selecting 
art and accessories?

PC: There isn’t a lot of typical wall art. The 
client didn’t think he needed a cabinet in 
the living room, but it fills the blank wall 
without taking up too much room. It’s got 
a furrowed texture that kind of makes it 
a piece of art, and it offers great storage. 
I tried to do something unexpected with 
the greenery. The moss balls are actually 
sitting on candle holders, and the client 
loves them.

ABOVE: The tapestry is the first 
thing you see when you walk 
into the condo, and makes a 
stunning focal point. LEFT: Each 
condo unit in 1855 North has 
custom, contemporary cabinetry 
and designer KitchenAid 
appliances in the kitchen. 
RIGHT: A comfortable chair is 
made cosier with a plush pillow 
and throw blanket. 

Continued on page 36
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519.564.7880
jessica@synergyrealestategroup.net

www.synergyrealestategroup.net
 @jessicacharlton.realtor

Jessica Charlton Real Estate

We cannot say enough amazing things about our experience working with Jessica Charlton. I initially reached 
out to several realtors in the area, looking to start our search for a property. We were quite anxious and 
nervous of moving West from the GTA. Jessica immediately eased our worries and alleviated the stressful 
aspects of the process. From start to finish, Jessica and her team offered their full support, communication 
expertise to execute an extremely smooth purchase of our home. The current market had us a little uneasy 
at times but Jessica helped us navigate through this, answering any questions we had, sharing updates and 
ultimately connecting with us at all times. If you’re looking for a professional, knowledgeable and a genuine 
caring person to work with on buying or selling a home, you will absolutely find that while working with 
Jessica! Words really cannot express how grateful we are for everything Jessica has done for us and to help 
us get our dream home! - The Tacuyog Family

Visit our showroom
at the corner of 

Manning Road South 
and County Road 46 

just before Essex.

SHOWROOM HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9 a.m - 5 p.m

519.723.4111
scottsfireplace.ca

SCOTTS_F23.indd   1 2023-08-23   10:57 AM
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OH: Any final words?

PC: This was a journey that began with a clean, open floor plan. 
After the client found his perfect place, we created a mood 
board with the furniture, art and accessories. He’s more than 
pleased with the end result, and it’s become a sanctuary for him 
to enjoy his retirement in.  OH

TOP: The primary bathroom features large format porcelain wall tile, and a 
window to let in natural light. It leads into a spacious walk-in closet. ABOVE: The 
light fixture in the primary bedroom was originally meant for the living room. Philip 
swapped the fixtures, because he felt it was too small for the space. The furniture 
in this room was sourced from Urbanhome, and the shades are from Made to 
Shade Window Coverings Ltd. 

TIMBERLAND HOMES is an award-winning 
builder specializing in bespoke custom homes.The 
company’s dedication to quality and integrity has 
earned them many accolades over the years.

1855 North combines Timberland’s exquisite 
craftsmanship with easy, maintenance-free living. 
The 40-unit boutique condominium offers one- and 
two-bedroom suites across a three-floor building.

Each unit includes high-end kitchen appliances, spa-
like bathrooms and a linear electric fireplace. There 
are several layouts to choose from, though you 
can expect quartz or granite counters, wide-plank 
vinyl flooring and porcelain tiles in each condo. 
All of the materials and finishes for the building 
were carefully chosen by Kathryn Pilon of Index 
Design Studio. “This was a great project to be 
involved in,” she tells us. “In addition to selecting 
the finishes, I was heavily involved in the layouts for 
millwork, plumbing, electrical and furniture.” 

Located in the heart of LaSalle, 1855 North is 
nestled among beautifully-maintained grounds. 
Situated within walking distance of many shops 
and amenities, this is the perfect place for young 
professionals and active retirees alike.

Buy factory direct and SAVE!  
We are the factory!
FREE shop at home service

519-999-9898  |  madetoshade.caMichael Campoli
Owner

Shop local!

Check us out  
on Instagram!

MadeToShade_F22.indd   1 2022-08-26   10:17 AM

FULL SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN
RESIDENTIAL    |    REMODELS    |     NEW BUILDS    |    FURNISHINGS 

56 4th St., Chatham    |    519.351.4661    |    indexdesignstudio.com
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EXPERIENCES
This gift-giving trend 
is here to stay. People 
are craving interesting 
experiences more than 
ever and you can also 
benefit by planning to 
accompany the receiver 
on an adventure! Whether 
it’s something totally 
new like a one-day 
surprise road trip, dinner 
reservations at a special 
place, a brewery tour or ski 
lessons, good memories 
are the best gift of all.  OH

GIFTS WORTH
GIVING
this Holiday Season

STORY NICOLE HILTON

Nicole Hilton is a lifestyle expert
from Thornbury.

Everyone has that certain 
someone on their list 
who requires extra 
inspiration to shop for. 
Take the guesswork out 
of finding the perfect gift 
and opt for one of these 
simple solutions this 
season. Santa will have 
nothing on you!

SHOP LOCAL
Think outside the big box 
and support independent 
businesses in your own 
community. Make a point 
of shopping at stores on 
your main street or from 
vendors at holiday markets 
where you can find art, 
plants, handmade cards, 
soaps, candles, apparel and 
more. Make sure you tuck a 
business card into the gift, so 
the recipient knows it came 
from a retailer close by. 

SUSTAINABLE GIFTS
Eco-friendly products and reusable packaging are on 
everyone’s minds these days. A sustainable gift will 
show you care about the recipient’s well-being as well 
as the world we live in. Looking for B Corp certified 
brands, upcycled items, refillery stores in your area, and 
organic and natural products will help you become a 
more conscious consumer. Remember to select your 
giftwrapping method carefully by using tote bags instead 
of single-use bags, recyclable brown paper or newsprint 
or a wearable scarf to present your gift in.

UNIQUE HOST AND HOSTESS GIFTS
The key to bringing an unforgettable hostess gift is to give something 
that’s useful. Yes, cocktail napkins or a cheese knife could be considered 
passable, but considering other small gestures that are creative will be 
appreciated more. Try a personalized tree ornament, mocktail maker for 
dry January, winter bouquet of flowers, amaryllis or customized gift basket 
you’ve curated yourself to say thanks for including me on your guestlist. 

FOOD GIFTS
Consumables are a top 
pick for any age because 
there are so many 
options to choose from 
such as confectionaries, 
jams and gift sets. Some 
companies will even 
deliver pre-prepared 
frozen entrées, fresh 
meal kits or charcuterie 
boxes directly to the 
recipient’s door with an 
enclosed greeting from 
you. Food gifts are a 
favourite because they 
can be as generic or 
customized as you want 
them to be, depending 
on everyone’s taste! 

GUESS WHERE TRIPS: Road Trip Gift Box

GOURMET DU VILLAGE:
Red Ceramic Baker

ARTECH:
Canadianism
Glasses

CAROLYN DRAWS:
Gingerbread House Card

DAVID YOUNGSON: Goodmeasure
16-ounce Mocktail Measuring Cup

ABBOTT: Bull Terrier with 
Wreath Ornament ABBOTT: Fancy Winter 

Mouse Ornaments
ABBOTT: Sitting Cat 
with Lights Ornament

PROVISIONS FOOD COMPANY:
Peach Prosecco Sparkling Jam

FOLI: Large ZZ Plant in
White Pot with Wooden Stand

DANICA STUDIO:
Myth Block Print
Large Tote Bag
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3051 Dougall Ave., Windsor 
519.972.5557 | windsorvac.comGet There

SERVICE AND REPAIR

Vacuums are one of the most frequently 
used household appliances, and benefit from 
regular maintenance. Regardless of the make 
or model, Jon recommends having your machine 
serviced every two years. Regular tune-ups, cleanings, 
and inspections go a long way in prolonging your product’s life. Windsor 
Vacuum also completes in-store repairs or house calls for central vacuums. 
Bring your machine in for a free estimate or schedule an appointment. Jon 
offers a quick turnaround time and even services models not purchased from 
Windsor Vacuum.  OH

CLEAN & HEALTHY

THE PLACE

For all your floor-cleaning needs, Windsor Vacuum is at your 
service. This family-owned business opened in 1939 and has 
been serving the community ever since. From his South Windsor 
storefront, owner Jon Zakoor offers vacuums, household cleaners, 
and more. Throughout nearly 85 years of service, Windsor Vacuum 
has evolved quite a bit. But the store has always focused on 
providing quality products and exceptional customer service.

PHOTOGRAPHY TED KLOSKE

LIVING

FEATURED PRODUCT
Thanks to its powerful German 
engineering, SEBO remains 
a popular brand among 
customers. The Airbelt E-Series 
features three-stage filtration, 
commerical-grade components 
and a large 3.5-litre filter bag. 
Its quiet motor and lightweight 
construction allow for efficient 
cleaning throughout the 
entire home. Like all SEBO 
models, the Airbelt E-Series 
comes with a 10-year warranty 
on the motor and parts, 
and a five-year warranty on 
labour charges. 

WHAT’S IN STORE

Jon scours the globe to deliver top-notch products at affordable price points. 
Whether you’re looking for a canister vacuum, portable upright or cordless 
handheld, there’s plenty to choose from. The store carries 
respected brands like Miele and SEBO. You’ll also 
find central vacuums made by Beam, Cana-Vac 
and Cyclovac. Your machine isn’t complete 
without accessories, so be sure to pick up 
filters, bags and attachments, too.

Jon Zakoor
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NUTRIENTS: Once the seedlings have 
produced their first set of true leaves (not 
the cotyledon), start to fertilize them. 
If you are wanting to keep your plants 
organic, fish emulsion or liquid seaweed are 
great fertilizers. (Cats might be attracted 
to your seedlings if you are using fish 
emulsion so beware!)

The process of sowing, tending and witnessing 
the transformation of tiny seeds into thriving 
plants is a gratifying journey that connects us 
to the land and its rhythms. By selecting the 
right seeds and embracing the challenges and 
joys of gardening, we can cultivate our own 
slice of horticultural paradise.  OH

Going to

SEED
BASIC ELEMENTS 
FOR STARTING 
SEEDS INDOORS
Late winter to early spring is the prime 
time for sowing seeds indoors. Follow the 
instructions on the package. Tomatoes, 
marigolds, basil, zinnias and cosmos are a 
few that are easy to start from seed. Always 
check the light and moisture requirements.

There are no big secrets to starting seed. 
You will need patience and attention to 
detail, potting soil, containers, light, water, 
humidity and sometimes heat.

POTTING SOIL: Needs to hold moisture, 
drain well and be free of contaminants. Special 
bagged potting soil for starting seeds is 
available at hardware stores or garden centres.

CONTAINERS: You can buy seedling trays 
or make your own from a variety of items you 
have at home, such as egg cartons, plastic 
bottles with the tops cut off or Styrofoam 
cups. Each needs to be clean.

LIGHT: It’s one of the most important 
elements to starting seed. Seedlings need 
lots of light. Fluorescent lighting allows you 
to grow your seed anywhere you have an 
electrical outlet. There are some fancy kits 
out there, but you can also visit a Re-Store 
and pick up a used fluorescent light and 
hang it from the ceiling. Putting your 
seedlings at the windowsill is okay if you 
have a southern exposure, but you will need 
to turn the trays, so the seedlings don’t all 
bend towards the light.

WATER AND HUMIDITY: Too little 
or too much water produces the same 
result – dead plants. Checking daily with 
the finger test is the best way to tell if 
your babies need water. It is best to let 
the soil dry out a bit between waterings. 
Keeping a container of water nearby 
keeps the water at room temperature 
and allows the chlorine to evaporate. 
Bottom watering is best. Houses can be 
drier in the winter than the seedlings 
like. You can use plastic bags to create 
humidity tents when needed. Watch out 
for mould on the soil surface. Using a 
fan to circulate the air is very helpful in 
preventing disease.

STORY TERESA MATAMOROS

“THE CREATION OF
A THOUSAND FORESTS 
IS IN ONE ACORN.” 
~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Growing plants from seed brings 
joy in watching life flourish and 
allows for a deeper connection 
to the cycles of nature. Seeds 
are amazing powerhouses of life. 
Everything they need to start 
growing is held within that tiny, 
fertilized ovule. Growing plants 
from seed can save money and 
allow you to grow unusual plants 
that aren’t readily available from 
garden centres. It is also life 
affirming.

For the experienced gardener or beginner with a green 
thumb in the making, the process of nurturing seeds into 
thriving plants is an endeavour that yields immense rewards.

SELECTING THE RIGHT SEEDS
Nothing spurs the hope of spring more than sitting down with a seed 
catalogue in the dead of winter. Selecting seeds can be overwhelming, 
so making a list first will help. Know your climate and the conditions 
your seedlings will be exposed to when they are ready to plant. Do 
you have enough sun, how much wind and what kind of soil do you 
have? Opt for vegetable, flower varieties and native plants with a 
growing season that is in line with your location’s frost-free days. 
Southern Ontario has a spread of 115-190 frost-free days, depending 
on where you live. If you are just beginning on this garden journey, a 
local garden club will offer a great pool of experienced gardeners to 
help you choose which plants to grow.

Teresa Matamoros has a Bachelor of Science degree, an Ontario Diploma in Horticulture and is an ISA Certified Arborist.

Making a list 
wil l help with 
the sometimes 
overwhelming 
seed-selection 
process.

GoingToSeed.indd   DPS 2023-10-06   1:50 PM
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Invest in 
a Mattress 
Topper
While the quality of your 
nightly sleep may depend 
on the mattress you use, it’s 
essential not to underestimate 
the importance of a mattress 
topper. Mattress toppers are 
convenient layers of padding 
that you place underneath 
your mattress cover and 
fitted sheet. They add a layer 
of warmth and offer support 
– perfect for the extra time 
spent in bed during winter. 
The best part of all? You can 
find high-quality mattress 
toppers for under $200. 

Heated 
Blankets 
Make 
Everything 
Better 
Imagine returning from a 
winter walk and sinking into 
a bed with blankets fresh from 
the dryer. That’s the magic 
of a heated blanket. While 
not always needed, it adds a 
touch of luxury, creating an 
even cosier bed. 

Winter
BEDDING 101
CREATING YOUR COSY HAVEN FOR COLD NIGHTS

STORY ANGELA SEREDNICKI

As the days get shorter and the temperatures begin to drop, the allure 
of a soft and warm bed becomes even more irresistible. Thankfully, 
making a welcoming bed for winter that rivals your favourite luxury hotel 
is easier than it seems. Follow these bedding tips to make your bed the 
cosiest place on earth. 

OBASAN: Classic Organic Wool Topper

EASTERN ACCENTS: Thom Filicia Beechwood Bedding 
paired with the Bay Point Striped Decorative Pillow and 
Bay Point Faux Bois Decorative Pillow

WinterBedding101.indd   2 2023-10-30   9:40 AM

Continued on page 48

BEDROOM & BATHROOM STUDIO

1640 Lesperance Rd., Tecumseh  •  beddazzle.com  •  519.915.1317

fahrhall.com  I  519-969-7822

Keeping your 
family comfortable 
since 1967.
Windsor-Essex County’s most 
trusted HVAC experts.

fahrhall.com  I  519-969-7822

Keeping your 
family comfortable 
since 1967.
Windsor-Essex County’s most 
trusted HVAC experts.

 Providing quality Heating, Cooling, & Indoor Air Quality since 1967
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Opt for a 
Weighted Blanket 
Weighted blankets are one of the easiest ways to get 
a better night’s sleep in the cold winter months. This 
is because the gentle pressure of a weighted blanket 
mimics deep touch pressure therapy, promoting 
relaxation and improving sleep quality. They increase 
the release of serotonin and melatonin, which are 
essential for regulating sleep and mood.

Consider Upholstered 
Headboards 
When you live in a climate where it can feel like 
winter lasts for most of the year, switching to an 
upholstered headboard can make all the difference. 
Upholstery creates a base layer of softness and 
warmth, unlike wood or metal headboards.  OH

Breathable Sheets 
for Better Sleep 
Winter traditionally calls for flannel 
bedding, but catering to your preferences is 
essential. Layer with breathable materials 
like bamboo or muslin if you run hot while 
sleeping. Opting for a lighter fitted sheet 
and top sheet allows you to stay warm 
without running the risk of waking up 
from overheating. 

The Luxury of 
Layered Duvets
Have you ever wondered how hotels have 
the fluffiest duvets? The industry secret is 
simple: Insert two duvets into one insert. 
This trick is the secret to making you feel 
like you’re sleeping in a cloud. Enveloping 
yourself in an extra fluffy duvet is the 
foundation of a lavish winter bed. 

The Power 
of Pillows
In addition to helping you get a 
restful night’s sleep, pillows play 
an important role in creating 
an inviting and stylish bed. The 
rule of thumb is five pillows for a 
queen-sized bed: Two Euro-sized 
pillows, two standard pillows, 
plus an accent pillow.

EURO-SIZED PILLOWS: These 
larger pillows (26 by 26-inches) 
at the back act as a sturdy 
foundation, adding elevation 
and a luxurious touch. They 
provide necessary support for 
sitting up in bed to read or 
watch television.

STANDARD PILLOWS: Placed 
in front of the Euro-sized 
pillows, standard pillows (26 by 
20-inches) are where you rest 
your head. They’re your primary 
source of comfort and play a 
crucial role in promoting proper 
spinal alignment during sleep.

ACCENT PILLOW: This 
smaller, decorative pillow 
adds colour, texture or pattern 
to the arrangement. It’s a 
focal point and allows you to 
inject your style into the bed’s 
presentation.

EASTERN ACCENTS: Niche Charlie Bedding Collection

EASTERN ACCENTS: de Medici
Loure Faux Down Bedding

SIMONS MAISON: Grey Topstitched Weighted Blanket

UNIVERSAL: Nomad Bed

UNIVERSAL: Tranquility – Miranda Kerr Home 
Restore Upholstered Bed

WinterBedding101.indd   3 2023-10-30   9:40 AM

359 Dalhousie
Coming soon!
12 indvidually owned residential 
complex located in historical 
Amherstburg, Ontario,
359 Dalhousie overlooks the 
historic Detroit River and is 
nestled in the downtown area 
within walking distance to many 
quaint retail stores and great 
restaurants.

Brittany’s Gate
A Community of Luxury Homes
Imagine driving through your wrought iron gated entrance 
and following the road leading to your luxury home 
nestled in a secluded community of unparalleled homes 
away from the hectic outside world. 
The tree-lined backyards assure you of future privacy, as 
well the limited number of 18 site opportunities ensure 
traffic and congestion will never invade your secluded 
community.
Your home will be nestled among other discerning 
homeowners who also seek a “Community of Quiet 
Elegance” while still being only minutes away from 
amenities. No two homes will be the same as they will 
have the owner’s own fingerprint both in design and 
amenities. 

Please contact us for further information and your opportunity 
to be a resident in one of these luxury communities.

new home construction   fully accessible features   commercial   renovations & additions

1000 Alma Street, Amherstburg         519-736-1892         norbuilt.com

Celebrating th

our

NorBuilt_SUM23.indd   1 2023-06-07   3:53 PM
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STORY MADELINE MAZAK  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JESSE DUROCHER

Continued on page 53

TIMELESS MODERN
Tania Iacobelli knows what she wants. When it came to building a home for her 
large family, the force behind Milavo Design had a very specific vision in mind.

TOP LEFT: An oversize pivot 
front door from Riverside Glass 
makes a grand statement. 
LEFT: The open-concept main 
floor includes a large feature 
wall, bar and living room. 
The three-sided fireplace is 
surrounded by porcelain slabs 
and fluting on the hearth. 
ABOVE: The living room 
contains an oversize sectional 
sofa, and a swiveling 
coffee table. Most of the 
furniture in the house is from 
Maison Corbeil.
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Continued on page 54

TOP: The open-concept 
space is an entertainer’s 
dream. Dedicated seating 
areas accommodate large 
groups of people. ABOVE: 
A sculptural light fixture 
floats above the formal 
dining table. LEFT: With 
its sleek lines and modern 
shape, this chair from 
Maison Corbeil is an artful 
addition to the room. 

The temperature-controlled wine wall was a last-minute 
change in the original design. When a wine room had to give 

way to create a bedroom for Tania’s twins, she created this 
piece to store and showcase her husband’s wine collection. 

IWANTED SOMETHING 
modern, timeless and warm,” she says 
of her 4,400 sq. ft. home. In addition 
to creating a house that showcases 
her design capabilities, it was also 

important that it met the needs of her 
growing family. Tania and her husband 
chose a lot near a wooded area in Kingsville, 
offering excellent natural views and plenty 
of privacy for the family.

Tania worked with builder Tim 
McFarlane of T. McFarlane Builders 
and residential designer Brad Balkwill of 
BOZ Design throughout the project. She 
brought them onto the project during the 
early stages, which she always recommends. 
“The sooner you can get an architect, 
designer and builder all together, the 
smoother the process,” she says.

When the shovel hit the ground in 
August 2021, Tania discovered she was 
expecting twins. While being pregnant 
in the middle of a construction zone can 
be stressful for many people, for Tania, it 
was a driving force to complete the build 
in 13 months. “There was no indecision,” 
she explains. “I usually run into that with 
clients, and it delays projects. But in our 
case, I didn’t have much of a choice.” With 
the exception of one last-minute change 
to the layout (an additional bedroom for 
the twins), the project was completed 
according to plan.

Characteristic of modern architecture, 
the facade of the home boasts strong 
lines and asymmetrical shapes. The 
custom, pivoting and fluted front door 
from Riverside Glass is 12-feet tall and 
six-feet wide and opens into the open-

ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 2 3 / 2 4   |  5352  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 2 3 / 2 4

home & designer



concept living area. Panoramic commercial 
windows, also from Riverside Glass, provide 
scenic views of the wooded backyard and 
inground pool. 

There’s no shortage of space for Tania’s 
family of six, or for entertaining, which 
she and her husband both love to do. A 
large sectional sofa from Flou provides 
an abundance of cosy seating in the living 
room, as does a nearby bar with custom 
bronze and hide-covered bar stools.

Tania can usually be found in the kitchen 
where she loves to try new recipes and 
explore her passion for cooking. Instead of 
island seating, she added a breakfast nook 

where the family enjoys most of their meals. 
Formal dining takes place at the sleek 

marble dining table illuminated by an 
intricate light fixture by ET2 Lighting. At the 
head of the table sits a large, temperature-
controlled wine wall, which displays her 
husband’s wine collection and has become a 
popular conversation piece among guests. 

Guests can migrate inside and outside 
through the sliding door that steps off 
the kitchen. The covered porch area is 
fully outfitted with a kitchen and dining 
area. For additional prep space, Tania also 
added a butler’s pantry with a second set of 
appliances off the kitchen. Continued on page 56

ABOVE: Glass panels in the staircase 
allow natural light to flow throughout 
the house. ABOVE RIGHT: The cabinets 
in the kitchen were made by Downsview 
Kitchens. Tania designed a glass cabinet to 
display her collection of Waterford crystal, 
a hobby that was passed on by her mother. 
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM LEFT: Tania Iacobelli 
of Milavo Design. BOTTOM RIGHT: Built-in 
appliances in the kitchen include a coffee 
maker, a microwave and twin ovens. 

Tania Iacobelli
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Contemporary spaces often risk becoming austere and uninviting. However, Tania expertly 
brings in a variety of materials and textures to balance the space. The flooring is porcelain tile, so 
Tania infused wood elements to add warmth. The three-sided fireplace includes porcelain slab 
cladding, and is surrounded by custom white oak panels with fluted details. 

Tania’s purposeful use of materials also creates a sense of continuity throughout the home. 
She repeats colours and textures in every room to build uniformity. The white oak is replicated 
in her home office. In the primary bathroom, cabinetry by Scavolini is paired with porcelain tile 
that continues on the walls. Hints of tinted-bronze glass appear throughout the home as an ode 
to her appreciation for European design. The walk-in closet, one of Tania’s favourite rooms, was 
designed to feel like a boutique shop. Continued on page 58

ABOVE LEFT: Clothes and accessories are 
on display behind bronze glass in the elegant 
walk-in closet. The space was designed to feel 
like an upscale boutique shop. ABOVE: The 
tufted headboard in the primary bedroom was 
custom made to include different channel sizes 
with bronze elements. BELOW LEFT: Neutral 
tones and glass elements are repeated in the 
primary bathroom. BELOW: Tania didn’t want 
to close off the room with the water closet. 
Instead of drywall, she used bronze glass and 
carried it onto the vanity built by Scavolini.

 
Tania Iacobelli, Interior Designer
519.977.2779
TANIA@MILAVODESIGN.COM
MILAVODESIGN.COM

2040 FASAN DRIVE, OLDCASTLE  |  519.254.2838  |  RIVERSIDEGLASS.CA

THE STUDIO GALLERY
3080 Grand Marais Rd. E., Windsor  |  519-980-4852

ShirleyWilliamsArt.com

Award-Winning Contemporary Paintings
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Despite the tight timeline, Tania and her team worked together 
to create a home fit for creating memories. The open-concept 
spaces on the main floor are perfect for welcoming guests, and the 
finished basement includes a media room. Here, the family can enjoy 
comfortable movie nights together. “There was a lot of detail that went 
into the house that I cared a lot about,” she says. “Every square inch of 
this house is utilized.” Meticulous planning and attention to detail gave 
Tania exactly what she wanted: a timeless, modern home for her family 
and friends to spend time together.  OH

TOP LEFT: A matte black studded tile makes a statement in the bathroom. 
ABOVE: Floors are laid in a herringbone pattern in the home office. The room 
also features bronze glass, white oak and dove-coloured millwork. LEFT: The light 
fixture by Casa Di Luce doubles as art in the bar. 

Give your business the benefit of premium 
exposure and connect, like never before, to 

our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Lisa Ormsby  T: 705.607.0411  E: lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca

Tyler Annette  C: 705.888.5706  E: tyler.annette@ourhomes.ca

Kelly Craig  T: 705.445.5065 x209  E: kelly.craig@ourhomes.ca

Heating & Cooling • In-Floor Heating Systems • Plumbing • Sheet Metal • Refrigeration • Fireplaces • Magic Paks • Service

Commercial / Residential / Institutional

Eagle Mechanical Group is a Family Owned & Operated Business which has been 
Serving Windsor & Surrounding Areas for the past 34 Years. 

The Quality You Want With the 
Comfort You Deserve

www.eaglehc.net
5205 Concession Rd. 8, Maidstone, ON  /  519.737.7778  /  office@eaglehc.net

And Thank You For Another Great Year!

519.990.9115   
pfernandesdesigns.com    

Custom white-page design that 
makes your home uniquely yours. 
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SPARK BIRD

As a new birder you may be frequently asked 
“What was your spark bird?” Many have a 
certain sighting or moment that sparked 
their interest in birds, and for some reason, 
drew them into the world of birds. A spark 
bird can be any species – a grand eagle, a 
gorgeous woodpecker, even an obscure 
LBJ (little brown job) that mesmerized 
you with its song.

FOY JOY

Spring migration brings on a whole range of 
words to describe what’s happening at this 
most birdy time of year. Seeing a familiar 
species for the first time in the year gives 
you a shot of happiness, or FOY joy (First 
Of Year). It’s not unusual to hear birders say 
“that’s FOY joy.”

If you see a group or a flock of birds in 
migration, you are witnessing vis-mig – 
visible migration, which you scan with your 
bins (binoculars) or scope (telescope) to 
start the ID process by their GISS – their 
general impression of size and shape. “It has 
the GISS of a buteo, not a falcon.”

FALLOUT

Occasionally, a rare, but truly amazing 
phenomenon occurs during spring 
migration, when a bad-weather front stops 
a major migration in its tracks, forcing 
the birds down to the ground. In these 
fallout situations, it can almost literally 
be raining birds, resulting in an awesome 
experience for birders. Not so much for the 
beleaguered birds.

GOOD BIRDS

If you’re lucky, one day you may chance 
upon a stray, vagrant, over shooter or 
accidental – a bird that has somehow 
flown or been blown off-course, far 
beyond their home territory. This is 
exciting stuff and these special sightings, 
of course, have another set of descriptives. 
Some strays show up each year, generally 
overshooting the north edge of their 
home range. These are considered a good 
bird. But then some are so rare that they 
are honoured with the title mega, mega 
tick or crippler! A first sighting ever in a 
region, such as in all of Ontario or Canada, 
is a mind-blowing mega. These are birds 
that tend to be from entirely different 
continents! How do they get here? These 
are birds that twitchers (extremely keen 
birders) chase (not literally; just drive, 
fly or otherwise get to the location of the 
mega as soon as possible, usually dropping 
everything to go).

These rarities are birds that twitchers 
chase when they’re doing a Big Year. Many 
an avid birder decides at some point to 
see as many birds as they can in one year, 
striving for a personal best, or even a 
county, province, country or world record! 
More commonly, birders will do a Big Day, 
often to raise money for charity, and will 
bird for a full 24 hours, usually in the peak 
of migration to maximize their sightings.

ALPHA CODES

Now just when you think you’ve mastered 
the commonly used bird lingo, you’ll begin 
to hear birders refer to birds by strange four-
letter code words. The common Mourning 
Dove is a MODO, American Robin is an 
AMRO, Turkey Vulture is a TUVU, and on 
it goes. These alpha codes originated with 
bird banders but have become mainstream 
in general birding thanks to their usefulness 
when, say, hurriedly writing down birds seen 
on your outing, or calling out attention to a 
flyby. The codes are generally composed of 
the first two letters of a bird’s name, as you 
may have noticed above. They make for some 
interesting calls out in the field – “GREG 
overhead!” (Great Egret).

FUZZY LI’L BIRB

Finally, there is the less serious side of 
describing certain birds, often used to 
comment on internet images. Birb, or berb, 
is a deliberate misspelling of bird and is used 
as an affectionate term for cute little birds – 
“fuzzy li’l berb,” “sweet li’l birb.”

So with this bird-word primer I wish you 
many lifers in the year ahead, whether 
you’re on a big year, a big day, chasing new 
ticks and mega accidentals for your Life 
List, or simply revelling in spring’s FOY joy, 
experiencing a fabulous fallout, or basking 
in the simple everyday pleasures of your 
common backyard AMROs and MODOs. 
And may the EABL of happiness follow you 
throughout the year!  OH

These days, the popularity of birding is increasing, driven by younger demographics, 
and super-accelerated by the pandemic, which sent people out into open spaces in droves. 
Once out there, while tuning into nature, surprising numbers of people discovered birds, 
photographed birds and got interested in birding and bird photography. Around the same 
time, word about the Merlin app spread fast. This app records birdsong around you and pops 
up an identification on your phone, making the formerly difficult task of identifying one 
species from another much easier. With so many new fans, birding has evolved into a cool, 
interesting, fascinating and popular pastime.

But for those newer to birding, as you delve deeper into the sport, you may be baffled 
by some of the words experienced birders bat about. A secret language even, (defined as a 
language used only by members of a group). As such, a bird-words primer may be helpful. So, 
as you hang up your binoculars for a bit of a winter break, it’s a good time to learn the lingo 
that has evolved.

BIRD LINGO
Albatross. Eagle. Birdie. Bird words? Nope, 
golf lingo. Every sport, hobby or activity seems 
to develop a language of its own – one that 
often only those involved understand. The 
sport of birding is no exception. Bird lingo 
abounds in the vocabulary of birders.

LIFERS AND LISTS

One of the first terms a neophyte birder may 
come across is lifer. A lifer is simply a coveted 
first-time sighting of any bird a person has 
never seen before. A new tick on your Life 
List. Yes, most birders keep a record of every 
species they see on their Life List. Adding 
a new species to this list is what keeps you 
in pursuit of new-to-you sightings, and it’s 
what keeps the game interesting. Keeping a 
Life List is easy. You might start with a Yard 
List on your own property. That is a great 
way to while away the winter months when 
your feeders are most active. But come spring 
migration, any number of new species may 
take a rest-stop break in your yard. Your list 
will grow surprisingly fast.

Many birders like to sort their sightings 
into other lists as well – perhaps a city or 
county list, your province, country, even a 
world list. Too many lists to keep track of? 
Nope! Each of these lists can be sorted for you 
if you enter your sightings into eBird!

BIRD is the
WORDSTORY LYNNE 

RICHARDSON 

“WELL-A EVERYBODY’S HEARD, ABOUT THE BIRD
BIRD, BIRD, BIRD, BIRD IS THE WORD 
WELL-A, EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT BIRD IS THE WORD.”
Surfin’ Bird – Song by the Trashmen

eBIRD
eBird is one of the largest natural 
history databases in the world, 
developed to capture the vast 
numbers of bird observations 
made each year by both hobby 
and professional birders. Simply 
enter where you were birding and 
select all the birds you identified 
on the provided checklist. Everyday 
recreational sightings contribute 
enormously to the data formerly 
collected by biologists alone. eBird 
transforms even your most casual 
sightings into scientific data. You’ve 
become a Citizen Scientist, and you 
have access to all your records at 
your fingertips, to boot.

Eastern Bluebird

Bald Eagle

White Wagtail
from Eurasia (Mega tick)

Red-headed Woodpecker

Yellow Warbler 
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DIRECTIONS

In a large pot over medium 
heat, add oil and shallots. 
Sauté for 2 minutes, stirring 
occasionally.

Add mushrooms and soy 
sauce and sauté for 5 minutes. 

Add salt and pepper to 
taste. Add flour and stir 
until combined.

Add herbs, lentils, tomato 
paste, and 2 cups of 
vegetable broth.

Reduce heat and simmer for 
about 20 minutes, adding 
more broth as needed. 

Once lentils are cooked and 
tender, taste and adjust for 
seasoning.

Serve over mashed potatoes 
and enjoy!  OH

MUSHROOM
AND LENTIL Stew

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

ADD THIS RECIPE TO 
YOUR MEATLESS MONDAY 
LIST! THIS VEGETARIAN 
STEW IS HEARTY AND 
SATISFYING WITH ONLY A 
FEW BASIC INGREDIENTS.

INGREDIENTS (Serves 4)

1 Tbsp cooking oil (olive 
or avocado)

½ cup shallots or onion, diced 

2 cups sliced mushrooms 

2 Tbsp soy sauce 

Salt and pepper

1 Tbsp flour 

2 Tbsp fresh herbs (thyme 
or rosemary)
2/3 cup dried lentils, rinsed 
and drained*

1 Tbsp tomato paste

2-3 cups vegetable broth

3-4 cups mashed 
potatoes, to serve

*Soak lentils overnight for 
better digestibility, but not 
required. 

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

MushroomLentilStew.indd   1 1/2 pg 2023-10-06   1:46 PM

 SOURCE IT
THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 
WINDSOR AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

SHIRLEY WILLIAMS ART 
Renowned artist Shirley 
Williams, with a successful 
career spanning 25 years, has a 
singular mission: to transform 
your living or workspace into 
a haven of beauty, inspiration, 
and positive energy through her 
original artwork. Her creations 
have captivated a diverse array of 
residential and corporate clients, 
both locally and internationally.

Williams’ award-winning 
paintings are highly esteemed 
by galleries, art consultants, and 
interior designers. Her masterful 
use of texture and layered 
colour design offers viewers a 
unique and sought-after sensory 
experience.

Engaging with Shirley to 
select the perfect artwork is a 
delightful journey. Start by visiting 
her Studio Gallery, where 
you can explore her creations 
in person, free from any sales 
pressure. Whether you’re an 
individual buyer or collaborating 
with an interior designer, your 
satisfaction is paramount.

Shirley is constantly crafting 
new works in her studio, ranging 
from large-scale masterpieces to 
intimate, smaller pieces. While 
many are showcased on her 
website, there are always hidden 
gems waiting to be discovered.
To infuse your home or office 
with the magic of original art, 
explore Shirley’s portfolio at  
shirleywilliamsart.com 
Don’t hesitate to call her at 
519.980.4852 to schedule a 
visit to her Studio Gallery. Your 
space’s transformation begins 
with a simple phone call.
(Please see ad on pg 57)

HANDSTONE FURNITURE
In this day and age, not many 
things are built to last. But 
Handstone Furniture isn’t 
one of them. We refuse to 
compromise. It’s been that way 
since we started in 1999 as a 
one-man woodworking shop. 
Today we remain a family-
owned Canadian manufacturer 
of custom-made, solid wood 
furniture. We still hand-select 
the kiln-dried walnut, cherry, 
maple and red oak hardwoods 
we work with. We continually 
invest in adding state-of-the-art 
manufacturing equipment to 
our facilities. And we never 
forget that the only thing equal 
to the precision and accuracy 
of modern manufacturing 
process is the technique and 
attention to detail that comes 
from having a reverence for 
old world craftsmanship. We 
practice lean manufacturing 
methods and each piece is 
built-to-order. Handstone 
Furniture is different. It takes 
a little longer to build. You’ll 
wait a little longer to get it 
delivered. But we think you’ll 
agree...its lasting beauty is 
worth it.  
To explore our designer 
collections and vast 
customizable options visit 
handstone.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 6)
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SELL! SELL! SELL!

Selling things online has never been easier 
and the proceeds can go towards your 
moving expenses. Have a yard sale or list 
items on Facebook Marketplace, Craigslist 
and eBay. If that’s too overwhelming, 
hire an auction house or estate sale 
company or donate. 

DO GOOD

Look for local non-profit organizations 
that provide furniture, clothing, household 
items and toys to those in need – Donation 
Town, Dress for Success, Goodwill, 
Habitat for Humanity, Mission Thrift, The 
Salvation Army, St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
Value Village etc.

SHOULD YOU HIRE A 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER?

Can you do everything on your own? Yes. But 
do you really want to? If you can afford to 
hire a professional organizer it’s well worth 
the expense. Effy Terry sums up the benefits, 
“Professional organizers bring expertise and 
guidance to the process, offering tailored 
plans and strategies for efficient downsizing 
and decluttering. Their organizational skills 
help streamline sorting and categorizing 
items, optimizing your new living space. 
Additionally, they can recommend creative 
storage solutions, facilitate resource 
connections, and save you time and stress 
ensuring a smooth transition to a clutter-free 
and well-organized living space.” Amen!  OH

TAKE STOCK

“When downsizing, your primary objective 
is to take stock and identify what’s going 
with you to your new home,” says Alenka 
Manners, owner of Life Made Easier 
(lifemadeeasier.ca). “Identify what items 
family and friends wish to keep so those 
pieces don’t get sold, donated or tossed out. 
Next, take measurements to ensure that 
bigger items will actually fit in the new 
space. Target one area such as a closet so 
it won’t be overwhelming. By choosing a 
small contained area, you can focus on the 
task at hand. It will empower you and give 
you confidence.”

MANAGE EMOTIONS

“It’s common to underestimate emotional 
attachments to possessions, making 
decluttering and downsizing challenging,” 
says Effy Terry, owner of Organize That 
(organizethat.ca). “To address this 
effectively, start early and use a systematic 
sorting system. Prioritize sentimental 
items and involve loved ones. Sharing 
stories can ease parting with items while 
preserving the emotional connection. 
Designating a memory box and reflecting on 
downsizing goals, like simplifying life, can 
maintain motivation.” 

CREATE A FLOOR PLAN

My mother always said, “failing to plan is 
planning to fail,” and she wasn’t wrong. 
Our experts agree that it’s critical to get 
a floor plan of the new space and to take 
note of the placement of doors, windows 
and closets. That giant sectional sofa that 
worked perfectly in your family room 
may not be optimal for your new 900 
sq. ft. condo. 

PURGE, PURGE, PURGE

We’re all guilty of holding on to random 
items just in case (hello ice cream machine 
and rusty golf club). Rebecca Shearer, a 
Certified Professional Organizer with Just 
in Time Solutions (justintimesolutions.
com) says, “People find it easier to part 
with personal items when they know it’s 
going to a family member, friend, or an 
individual in need. A typical downsize 
from a family home should be reduced 
by 50 per cent.” But don’t expect the 
process to happen all at once. “Letting go 
of things happens in stages. There will 
be four purges: the first is giving things 
away, the second happens when you start 
to think about packing, the third is when 
you actually pack and the fourth occurs 
after you move.”

The Joys and Perils of
DOWNSIZING

STORY MEGAN SMITH-HARRIS   |   ILLUSTRATIONS SHEILA BRITTON

My husband and I recently completed the process of downsizing from a large family 
home to a new house half the size. Not only did we grossly underestimate the amount 
of time and effort the process demanded but we put ourselves through a considerable 
amount of unnecessary emotional angst. Turns out, we’re textbook examples of doing 
everything the wrong way. It’s too late for us, but it’s not for you. Three experts offer 

practical advice on how to make downsizing a more manageable, less stressful process. 

Downsizing.indd   DPS 2023-10-06   3:37 PM
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Tina Pickle
Sales Representative

Donna Eugeni
Administrative Leader

Mark A. Eugeni
B. Comm.,MBA, JD
Sales Representative

Licensed Attorney w/State Bar of Michigan 

Mark & Tina at Manor Windsor Realty Ltd. Brokerage, 3276 Walker Road , Windsor, 519.250.8800 
Mark A. Eugeni | 519.796.8454 | sales@markeugeni.com | www.markeugeni.com – Tina Pickle | 519.791.6626 | sales@tinapickle.com | www.tinapickle.com

Not intended to solicit any properties currently for sale and all buyers and sellers are 
advised to obtain independent advice before relying on any information herein.

Thank you to all of our amazing clients and friends.
Wishing everyone a happy and healthy 2024.

from

www.facebook.com/thelegaledgeteam/

2022 #1 SALES AGENT 17 YEARS IN A ROW!  2006-2022 
2022 #1 LISTING AGENT FOR 16 YEARS

2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 TOP 10 AGENTS IN CANADA
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CONNECTED TO TECH
Much of our homes are connected to technology, and window 
coverings are no exception. Motorized shades powered by 
Somfy allow you complete control with the touch of a button. 
Manage light and privacy from your phone, tablet or a remote. 
Motorized shades are not only convenient but allow you to 
increase the security and energy efficiency in your home.

“Window shade specialists 
brought right to your door.”

Michael Campoli 

MADE TO SHADE  
WINDOW COVERINGS LTD.
Made to Shade Window Coverings Ltd. knows that no window 
is complete if it’s bare. For more than 20 years, they’ve outfitted 
windows with roller shades, venetian blinds, sheer shades, and 
more. The company delivers custom window coverings that are 
innovative and unique to each customer’s home. Focusing on 
exceptional quality, Made to Shade sources all of their fabrics 
from Europe, and offers products manufactured right in Ontario.

SHOPPING EXPERIENCE
Choosing window coverings is a personalized experience that 
takes place in your home. Each consultation begins with an 
assessment to determine the light your home receives. The 
knowledgeable sales team helps you select the right product to 
maintain the light control and privacy you need. Made to Shade 
attends each appointment with samples in a variety of fabrics 
and colours. After carefully measuring each window, they’ll 
return to install your products, too.

Continued on page 70

Call these local experts for help with your latest home project. 

PHOTOGRAPHY TED KLOSKE

homeFROM HOUSE TO
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NOR-BUILT CONSTRUCTION
What began as a small subtrade and renovation company has 
grown into a multi-award-winning home and commercial 
build company. NOR-BUILT Construction opened in 1988 
and has built more than 600 homes and many commercial 
buildings since. Registered with Tarion since 1991, the company 
is Amherstburg’s first certified net-zero-ready builder. Their 
projects are constructed with quality craftsmanship and service, 
and energy efficiency. In addition to new-home construction, 
NOR-BUILT also completes home renovations. Be sure to get in 
touch for basement finishing, additions and major makeovers.

Norbert Bolger

UPCOMING PROJECTS
Brittany’s Gate will be a secluded subdivision in Amherstburg 
with 18 executive lots. Each home will be unique and customized 
to the buyer’s lifestyle and taste. Looking for luxury on a smaller 
scale? Keep an eye out for 359 Dalhousie, a 12-unit luxury 
condominium in downtown Amherstburg. Overlooking the 
Detroit River, it’ll be within walking distance to amenities like 
shopping and dining.

ACCESSIBLE LIVING
If accessibility in the home is top of mind, NOR-BUILT are the 
pros to call. Not only do they specialize in building accessible 
homes from the ground up, but they retrofit existing ones, 
too. Experts in adding wheelchair ramps, installing elevators, 
widening doorways, and more, the company can also help with 
renovating kitchens and bathrooms for accessible and easy living. 

SCOTTS 
FIREPLACE
For more than 25 years, Scotts 
Fireplace has kept the local area cosy 
with custom fireplaces. Offering 
a complete range of services, they 
handle everything from the initial 
design to installation and the finishing 
surround. Their showroom boasts 
indoor and outdoor displays of 
electric, wood, gas units, and more. In 
the market for a brand-new fireplace, 
or want to renovate your existing 
one? Visit Scotts Fireplace to speak 
with expert staff about your next 
custom project.

TRENDING
Gas fireplaces combine the comfort 
of a wood fireplace with modern 
convenience. Many homeowners are 
opting for gas models in new builds 
or converting existing wood units. 
Long, skinny fireplaces with a large 
view are more popular than ever. 
As design trends shift away from 
minimalism, modern white designs 
are giving way to more traditional 
looks. No matter your style, Scotts 
Fireplace offers a wide range of 
options from exclusive brands.

PRODUCT ALERT 
Let the light shine in! The Solatube is a 
contemporary alternative to traditional 
skylights. Quick and easy to install, they 
are energy efficient and leak-proof. 
These modular lights can be installed in 
kitchens, bedrooms, and even hard-to-
reach places like hallways. Available in 
a variety of styles, they’re a great way to 
bring natural light into any space. 

Emile Anhorn & AJ Godwin 
“Keep calm and turn the fireplace on.”

“We’re with you every step of the way.”

Continued on page 72
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VALENTE DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION
Valente Development Corporation is a group of 
integrated real estate companies involved in land 
purchasing, residential development, and the sale 
of homes throughout Windsor and Essex County. 
Founded by president Pietro (Peter) Valente in 1991, it 
has expanded to multiple companies that support each 
other in complementary fashion. Their mission is to build 
high-quality homes. Valente uses the latest technology, 
high-quality construction materials, and employs the 
most skilled trades available. Often considered upgrades 
by competitors, they offer high-end finishes without 
extra cost. Their commitment to quality is backed by a 
promise of complete customer service and satisfaction.

EXCEPTIONAL 
CUSTOMER SERVICE
Valente knows what it means to serve. Their 
commitment to making your home building 
experience a great one doesn’t end after you get 
the keys. Valente knows customers by first name 
and maintains a relationship long after each 
transaction has closed. From sales to after-sales 
service, their dedicated team takes a hands-on, 
personal approach to communicating with 
clients to ensure nothing is overlooked.

LATEST PROJECT
Valente is proud to offer a maintenance-free lifestyle for 
empty nesters and retirees at Kingstown Commons. Located 
in Kingsville, this two-building complex is within walking 
distance to restaurants, grocers, shopping and nature areas. 
Residents have access to an on-site medical centre and can 
maintain an active social life. A social director will lead social 
activities, and there are plenty of outdoor spaces to enjoy. 
These include a community garden, dog run, tufted area for 
bocce ball, barbecue, and more.

“Exceeding industry standards 
is our hallmark principle.” 

Darcie Valente & Pietro (Peter) Valente SUNSPACE BY  
PAQUETTE WINDOWS
Since 1979, Paquette Windows has provided Windsor and 
Essex County with windows, doors and sunrooms. A second-
generation carpenter, owner Pierre Paquette has more than 
40 years of experience designing and installing windows. 
Pierre and his entire crew of technicians bring quality 
workmanship and attention to detail to every job. In addition 
to servicing new builds, the company also offers multi-level 
window-and-door replacement for residential homes.

SUNROOMS BY SUNSPACE
As an exclusive dealer of Sunspace sunrooms, Paquette 
Windows is the go-to source for sunrooms in the local area. 
If you’d like to extend your living space, check out the Model 
200. Featuring the WeatherMaster Four-Track Vinyl Window 
System, its windows are more durable than glass and provide 
up to 75 per cent ventilation. Or consider the three-season 
Model 300. Made with single-glazed glass, this sunroom is a 
welcome addition to any space. 

PORCH ENCLOSURES
Many new homes are built with large, covered porches leading 
to the backyard. If you want to make the most of this space, 
consider closing it in. A screened room will allow you to enjoy 
the weather while keeping the bugs out. The Model 100 from 
Sunspace is built with sturdy aluminum and durable screens. 
Made to withstand the elements, these enclosures are low-
maintenance and integrate seamlessly into your home.  OH

Pierre
Paquette

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

“The clear choice for a great view.”
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Then, paint the bell and embroidery hoop in metallic gold. 

Once dry, use the sandpaper to lightly distress the edges to allow 
the black paint to show through.

Next, paint the inside of each pot with silver paint. Apply a touch 
of silver paint around the edges and add intricate details for a 
weathered appearance.

Using the yarn, tie a knot around the nail and secure it in place 
with hot glue.

Cut two lengths of jute rope at varying heights. Fasten one bell to 
the end of the rope and thread the other end through the hoop. 
Attach the bell to the opposite end and wrap a small amount of 
rope to conceal the knot. Repeat these steps with the other bells.

Stagger the height of the bells. Wrap a small amount of rope 
approximately four inches below the hoop and use a drop of hot 
glue to secure it in place.

Hang your sleigh bells on your front door, over a mantel or in your 
foyer to ring in the festive season!  OH

HOW-TO

In a well-ventilated area, spray paint the planters and bowls black.

Follow these steps for each bell:

Use a hammer and nail to make a hole in the bottom of the pot. 
Place the yarn through the hole and make a knot. Apply a drop of 
hot glue to anchor the knot in place on the bottom of the pot.

Next, flip the bowl upside down and, using the glue gun, secure 
a wooden ring on the centre of the bowl. Once dry, apply Gorilla 
glue to anchor it in place. 

Use Gorilla Glue to secure the small bowl to the bottom of the pot 
and let dry. 

SLEIGH BELLS

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY ERIN ROCHON

CREATE THESE FAUX VINTAGE SLEIGH BELLS AND ADD SOME 
NOSTALGIC CHARM TO YOUR HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS.

Faux Vintage

MATERIALS

4 small aluminium planters

Black matte spray paint

Small bowls (that fit on the bottom of the plant pot)

Hammer

Jute rope

Embroidery hoop – inside hoop only

Wooden rings

Metallic gold and silver acrylic paint

Yarn

Paintbrush 

Glue gun and Gorilla Glue

220 sandpaper

4 Nails

FauxVintageSleighBell.indd   DPS 2023-10-02   3:20 PM
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Bonjour! Hola! Aloha! For this option 
each host or hostess decorates their 
home like the favourite place they’ve 
travelled to and serves an appetizer 
and/or drink reflecting that destination. 
If you really want to get the party 
going, add some music from the 
region too. Your guests will feel like 
they’ve been around the world when 
they only went around the block. 
Another option is to choose one travel 
destination like Italy and each house 
provides a different component to an 
authentic Italian dinner.

It’s common knowledge that everybody 
is tired and full of cheese during 
the holiday season. Feed into that 
notion and host a charcuterie-themed 
neighbourhood stroll. Each house can 
feature a different cheese and wine 
pairing like Champagne (or prosecco) 
and brie, Malbec and gouda, or 
Sauvignon Blanc and goat cheese. 
Make sure to include a non-dairy and 
alcohol-free option at one or more of 
the stops as well. 

PRO PARTY TIPS: Remember to 
provide a map with house addresses 
for your guests in advance and to wear 
sensible shoes for walking.  OH

Have you ever attended a progressive party? The 
basic concept is to organize a group of friends or 
neighbours, start at one house, and every hour on the 
hour, walk to another house. Each host or hostess 
provides a different experience typically consisting 
of the first house offering a cocktail, the second 
an appetizer, the third a main course, the fourth a 
dessert, and so on. The more houses you have, the 
more courses you can add. It’s a fun idea to try when 
everyone’s house is all decked out for the holiday 
season and a wonderful way to connect with your 
community for some festive cheer. Since no one is 
driving, there’s a safety angle to hosting this style of 
party (plus no expensive Uber ride required!). In fact, 
you’ll want to keep this concept in your back pocket 
for entertaining right through the winter months. 

Aside from the traditional progressive party 
agenda where each host provides a different 
component to the movable feast, there are plenty of 
different themes you can come up with and divide 
among several homes. Here are three crowd-
pleasers to get you started.

Sorry NHL fans, this isn’t a theme 
for you! With this concept each 
host or hostess will organize 
a game for everyone to play. 
Try to include games that use 
different skills since participants 
will have their own strengths 
and weaknesses providing a full 
night of entertainment. Some 
suggestions include Pictionary, 
poker, Things in a Box, karaoke 
and ping pong. If you’re feeling 
extra inventive, turn your house 
into an escape room and see 
who makes it out the front door 
when the hour’s up!

HOST A
PROGRESSIVE 

PARTY STORY

NICOLE HILTON

1. GAME NIGHT

2. TRAVEL

DESTINATIONS

3. CHARCUTERIE

WALK

Nicole Hilton is a lifestyle expert from Thornbury.
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ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/ 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Philip Fernandes Custom Residential  
 Design, 59

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Nancy Johns Gallery & Framing, 35
The Studio Gallery, 57, 63

AWNINGS/TENTS/SHELTERS
Made To Shade, 37
Paquette Windows, 17

BEDS & BEDDING/MATTRESSES/
SLEEP PRODUCTS
Beddazzle, 47

BUILDERS
Brotto Development Corporation, 13
Coulson Design Build, 4&5
HD Development Group, 9
Nor-Built Construction, 49
Timberland Homes, 26&27

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Leamington Home Building Centre, 8
Windsor Home Hardware, 8

CABINETS & MILLWORK/CARPENTRY/ 
FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 
FURNITURE
Cremasco Fine Cabinetry, 83
Five Star All Cabinet Ltd., 3
Mastro Kitchen Studio, 21

CARPET/TILE/RUG/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING
Palazzi Rugs, 7

COUNTERTOPS
Palazzi Bros Granite & Tile Ltd., 11

CURRENCY EXCHANGE
CanAm Currency Exchange, 2

CUSTOM FRAMING
Nancy Johns Gallery & Framing, 35

DOOR/CABINET/DECORATIVE  
HARDWARE
Truax Design Centre, 15

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ACCESSORIES
Scotts Fireplace, 35

FLOORING
Palazzi Bros Granite & Tile Ltd., 11
Palazzi Rugs, 7

FLORAL DESIGN/FLORISTS
Anna’s Garden, Home & Wellness, 7

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Anna’s Garden, Home & Wellness, 7
Handstone Furniture, 6, 63
International Art Designs, 12
Lionheart Collection, 81

GLASS/MIRROR & DESIGN/ 
GLASS WALLS
Riverside Glass, 57

HEATING & COOLING
Eagle Mechanical, 59
Fahrhall Home Comfort Specialists, 47

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Truax Design Centre, 15

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
HouseWears, 47
Index Design Studio Ltd., 37
Lionheart Collection, 81
Milavo Design, 57

KITCHEN & BATH
Cremasco Fine Cabinetry, 83
Five Star All Cabinet Ltd., 3
Mastro Kitchen Studio, 21
Truax Design Centre, 15

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
Lakeshore Landscaping, 42&43

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
LA Suites – Brotto Development  
 Corporation, 13
Nor-Built Construction, 49
Old Castle Heights – HD Development  
 Group, 9

Timberland Homes, 26&27
Valente Homes, 84

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Affinity Outdoor Living Products, 12

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 8
Decorating Ideas, 8
Graham’s Paint ‘N’ Paper Place Ltd, 8
Lakeshore Paint & Supply, 8
Leamington Home Building Centre, 8
Manz Décor, 8
Merlo Paint & Wallpaper, 8
Windsor Home Hardware, 8

PLUMBING
Fahrhall Home Comfort Specialists, 47

REAL ESTATE
Manor Realty – Mark Eugeni, Tina Pickle  
 66&67
Synergy Real Estate Group –  
 Jessica Charlton, 35
Valente Realty, 84

SKYLIGHTS
Windsor Solalighting, a division of  
 Scotts Fireplace, 35

SOLARIUMS & SUNROOMS
Paquette Windows, 17

VACUUM SUPPLIES & SALES
Windsor Vacuum, 11

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Decorating Ideas, 8
Made To Shade, 37
Manz Décor, 8
Merlo Paint & Wallpaper, 8

WINDOWS & DOORS 
Paquette Windows, 17
Riverside Glass, 57
Truax Design Centre, 15

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email lisa.ormsby@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.607.0411 or 1.877.600.4840 x1.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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CHOCOLATE
Pudding Cake

DIRECTIONS

There are two layers to this cake. 

Cake Layer
Preheat oven to 350˚F. In a medium-
size bowl, add flour, sugar, cocoa 
powder, baking powder and salt. 
Stir in milk, melted butter and vanilla 
extract until combined. Add to a 
buttered and floured 9-inch square or 
round pan.

Sauce Layer
In another bowl, combine sugar, 
brown sugar and cocoa powder. 
Sprinkle this mixture over the cake 
batter in an even layer. Carefully 
pour the boiling water over the top, 
being careful not to disturb the layers 
underneath. Do not mix the layers! 

Bake for 30-35 minutes. The middle of 
the cake will still jiggle when removed. 
Wait 15 minutes before serving, but 
the cake is best served out of the oven 
on the day you bake it.  OH

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

INGREDIENTS (Serves 4-6)

Cake
1 cup all-purpose flour 

½ cup white granulated sugar

¼ cup cocoa powder

2 tsp baking powder

¼ tsp salt

¾ cup milk

¼ cup unsalted butter, melted

1 tsp pure vanilla extract

Sauce
½ cup white granulated sugar

½ cup packed light brown sugar

3 Tbsp cocoa powder 

1-¼ cups boiling water

THIS CHOCOLATE PUDDING CAKE IS THE PERFECT 
COMBINATION OF FUDGEY CHOCOLATE CAKE AND GOOEY 
PUDDING! SERVE IT WARM OUT OF THE OVEN WITH A 
HEAPING SCOOP OR TWO OF VANILLA ICE CREAM.

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/blogrecipes

ChocolatePuddingCake.indd   DPS 2023-10-03   1:30 PM
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JAPANDI Style
Japandi-style interiors combine Scandinavian and Japanese 
designs in an east-meets-west aesthetic that is casual, calm and 
natural. It’s all about bringing the outside in with clean lines, 
neutral colours, organic elements and a minimalist vibe.
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JapandiStyle.indd   2 2023-10-05   9:07 PM

Continued on page 82

Home for the Holidays

lionheartcollection.com MELISSA & RICHARD
Design Professionals

Celebrating 

24 years 
of design excellence.

Lionheart_W23.indd   1 2023-11-07   11:27 AM
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1. ARTERIORS: Ronaldo Chandelier  2. ELK HOME: Sophie 
Pendant  3. MADE GOODS: Giulana Wall Décor  4. RENWIL: 
Draco Wall Sconce  5. BENJAMIN MOORE: Paint in White 
Down, Chantilly Lace and Tapenade  6. MERCANA: Mess 
Canvas  7. INDABA: Selena Linen (Forest), Callisto (Natural) 
and Mallorca (Grey) Pillows  8. ARTERIORS: Moana Accent 
Table  9. STYLE IN FORM: California North Chair  10. CRATE 
& BARREL: Unwind 4-Piece Reversible Slipcovered 
Sectional Sofa  11. INDABA: Selena Linen End of Bed 
Blanket in Lichen  12. RENWIL: Cledon Pouf  13. MADE 
GOODS: Millie Coffee Table  14. JAIPUR LIVING: Saga 
Area Rug 15. CB2: Nabla Brown Walnut Wood Wall Mount 
Bookcase  16. RICHELIEU: DecorTambour Wood Veneer  
17. FINIUM: 1” Distink Decorative Walls in White Oak  
18. PLANTSOME: Ficus Lyrata Bush and Grafted Ficus 
Ginseng Bonsai Tree  19. CB2: Ori Globe Table Lamp with 
Black Wood Base  20. MOBILIA: Eclipse Black Ceramic Vase  
21. CYAN DESIGN: Elon Bowl in White  22. CB2: Casimir 
Black Steel Outdoor Firewood Rack  23. CB2: Coronado 
Walnut Wood Credenza  24. CB2: Nadia Black Cane Chair  
25. CB2: Providence 60” Round Cerused Oak Dining Table  
26. INDABA: Boule Mug and Pitcher in Cream  27. ROYAL 
DOULTON: Olio Black Teapot by Barber Osger  28. CB2: 
Seminyak Grey Indoor/Outdoor Cement Planters  OH
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