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we went with an open concept, post-and-beam approach.”
The positive collaborative design process the Blacks undertook with 

the father-son team of builders was a momentous one. “This would be the 
first and last new home we planned to build so we looked at basic designs 
in magazines, then went from there,” says Bill. “A lot of ideas began as 
sketches on napkins. On the main floor we wanted spaces that flowed into 
one another. We achieved that. We wanted great views of the water. We 
achieved that, too. Through it all, Tim and Tom were good to work with.”

“It was easier than I thought it would be,” adds Mary Ellen. “We didn’t 
come close to killing each other in the process. Tom Clancy listened to 
all our design requests. It helped that Tom was on-hand at the site from 
morning ‘till night. Tom’s philosophy is: ‘We can do anyhting and everything 
you want. You are only limited by your budget.’ So it was up to us to decide 
what to include and what to compromise on.”

Just past the quaint village of Leith, at the 
end of a gravel lane, a wooden sign swings 
in the wind. Carved water birds fly over 
whittled blue waves below the word, 
“BLACKBURN.” The sign welcomes 
visitors to an oasis on the east shore of 
Owen Sound that is the new home of 
Mary Ellen and Bill Black.

The most miraculous part is that, once this cottage lot of three acres 
was cleared, it took Clancy Builders only four months to construct this 
spacious post and beam home on the water.

“Working with the Blacks on their beautiful home was a fun process,” 
says Tim Clancy, who works with his father Tom. “Like all our projects, 
this custom house is unique.” 

“It was like a barn-raising,” says Mary Ellen. “Tom and Tim were here 
every day overseeing things to make sure it all went smoothly.” 

“We originally looked at the house next door, but when we found this 
lot was available, we jumped at the chance to purchase it and build our own 
home,” Bill says of the couple’s gorgeous Georgian Bay creation. “With our 
two children grown, we wanted a bungalow with plenty of room on the main 
floor and a full lower floor. One of my favourite hobbies is woodworking. I 
love the look of wood. It creates such a warm, comfortable atmosphere. So 

BeautyBLACKS’

Blackburn sits on a private 
beach on the crystal clear 
shores of Georgian Bay.

BELOW: The quiet setting 
is peaceful.

BOTTOM LEFT: The waters’ 
edge is a favourite spot to sit 
and watch the waves.

Continued on page 25
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The result is a roomy, waterfront country home to be proud of. The 
Blacks’ vision is seen everywhere. To the left of the grey stone drive is Bill’s 
large, fully equipped woodworking shop, complete with heated floors 
for carpentry during the winter months. The cedar coach house doors of 
the workshop, with their traditional metal fittings to match those of the 
home’s main entrance, give the out-building a sophisticated feel. This 
design feature links the two buildings to provide a uniform look that 
speaks of traditional quality and durable comfort.

A spacious, tiled entranceway with plenty of closet room welcomes 
visitors to the main floor great room with its soaring wood ceiling and 
wood trusses, installed by Brad Moran from Rockwood Timberframe 
Homes. The vast windows look out on an expansive view of the Sound, 
including the Cobble Beach Golf Course in the distance. Natural 
light bathes the space, especially into the evening, giving the cherry 
wood flooring by McNabb’s Flooring Solutions an inviting sheen. The 
great room, the home’s central gathering space, is anchored by a stone 
fireplace installed by Rob Hicks Masonry, utilizing cultured stone from 
Shouldice Designer Stone.

The relaxing great room flows into the kitchen/dining area, which 

opens onto a large balcony made of no-maintenance composite decking 
with a luxurious hot tub from Clark Pools & Spas of Owen Sound. The 
food preparation area was wisely planned with easy access to a small 
office, a pantry and the double garage. The kitchen’s dark patterned 
granite countertops by The Old Barn of Durham, along with ample 
brown ash cabinetry fashioned by the Amish craftsmen of Chesley, 
complement the home’s natural look. 

It’s precisely the atmosphere the owners were striving for. “If we were 
going to build a home for us, we wanted spaces that flowed because we 
like to entertain,” explains Bill. “We also choose earthy paint colours in 
shades of green, gold and brown to enhance the cottage feel and blend 
into the environment. For the same reason, we went for a lot of indirect 
lighting because it’s much more natural.”

The main floor’s large master bedroom has its own water view and 
a walk-in closet with a handy, stacked washer/dryer combination for 
easy laundering. The en suite bathroom is luxurious with a large corner 
tub and a glass shower enclosure. Heated ceramic tiles by Tile Time 
of Owen Sound and contemporary fittings complete this modern,  
functional space. Continued on page 26

Entering into this warm home, 
guests are immediately met with a 
gorgeous peaked timber ceiling. 
 
RIGHT: The kitchen, living room and 
dining room unify the main floor, 
optimizing the view of the bay.

INSET: The kitchen was designed 
to complement the post and beam 
with Amish-crafted cabinetry.
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The lower floor boasts a walkout to a flagstone patio overlooking the 
sculpted landscaping of the waterfront by Westside Nurseries of Owen 
Sound. In Bill’s “man cave,” comfortable leather home theatre recliners, grouped 
around a flat screen TV, provide the ideal venue for watching live sports. Within 
easy reach are a pool table and state-of-the-art stereo system for listening to his 
collection of 3,000 vinyl records and 1,000 CDs, saved from a fire.

Off a hallway with access to the garage, sits the home’s surprisingly 
compact mechanical nerve centre, housing electrics, plumbing and the 
geothermal heating/cooling transfer system, along with central vac. 

The ground floor also boasts two guest bedrooms, an exercise room, a 
future workshop for Mary Ellen’s stained glass fabrication and a potential 
temperature-controlled wine cellar. Bill admits that the lower floor is 
“a work-in-progress,” because he chose to use his carpentry skills to 
complete the flooring and trim himself.

The Blacks’ thoughtful, practical approach to design, coupled 
with the expert help of Clancy Builders, allowed them to create a 
comfortable, functional first and last custom home in a waterfront 
setting second-to-none. OH

The cherry hardwood floors 
carry into the master bedroom. 
 
INSET: The en suite features 
a separate toilet closet with 
pocket door.
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