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LAP OF THE Lake
Ah! Those sweet summer months with the family! We look forward to 
them through 10 months of hard work and tough sledding at school. 
But then, when they arrive, too often after the first few idyllic weeks, 
all parents hear is the familiar summer refrain, “I’m bored.”

Welcome to lakeside living 
on Sturgeon Lake. The 
Arbour family cottage deck 
hosts neighbourhood get-
togethers and many sunny 
family fun days.

Continued on page 39

o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 1  3736  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 1

f e a t u r e



FAR RIGHT: Views and natural light are 
emphasized on the lakeside of the new 

Arbour family cottage. Landscaping and 
stonework are in progress. RIGHT: Family 

friend and building contractor Ryan Hayter 
of RWH Construction. BOTTOM LEFT: The 

post and beam portico at the front door 
signals spaciousness within. BOTTOM 

CENTRE: From the slate-floored front foyer, 
a wooden stairway with iron posts climbs 

past a cathedral window to the second floor 
bedrooms. BOTTOM RIGHT: From the main 

floor great room, the Arbour family looks up 
to the second floor landing.

But, even with three active young sons in the house (Daniel, 16; 
Anthony, 12, and Zachary, 11) all Neil and Sherry Arbour hear are the 
shouts of exuberance from the dock as the boys and their friends get 
ready for wakeboarding, tubing, fishing, jet-skiing, boating, swimming…  
you get the picture.

Sherry has been summering on Sturgeon Lake near Fenelon Falls since 
she was a kid; her parents’ cottage is next door.  “I grew up on this lake,” 
she says, admitting that as a teenager, she wasn’t always an enthusiastic 
cottager; she missed her friends in the city. That’s not a problem for 
her boys. Today, their cottage – really a year-round home in which the 
couple plans to retire – offers 6,300 sq. ft. of living space and can easily 
accommodate 16 people overnight so everyone can bring friends to the 
cottage to share its considerable attractions. 

The house, clad inside and out in warm neutral colours, natural woods 
and stone, has six designated bedrooms but there are all kinds of nooks 
where a person can curl up with a book during the day or bunk down 
comfortably at night. Continued on page 40
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Scenic Sturgeon Lake, part of the Trent-Severn Waterway, is an ever-
present, ever-welcome part of life. A wall of windows along the east (lakefront) 
side of the house – including the basement – floods every room with light and 
panoramic views of the Arbours’ 100-ft. water frontage and dock. 

Throughout the house, the strategic design gives a totally open feel. 
With this open concept plan, there are few interior walls and doors. 
Maximum use is made of glass in interior and exterior doors to bring 
the outdoors in. Interior walls also have cut-outs to highlight the lake 
views from every corner of the home. All stairwells have open risers to 
emphasize the space and airy feel. The safety enclosure around the raised 
outdoor deck, visible from the windows of the great room, is made of 
tempered glass so the view is not compromised from any angle.

The great room is designed to accommodate a “campfire” arrangement of 
two massive overstuffed couches and matching loveseat, set in a circle facing 
the double-sided fireplace with a matching ottoman in the middle to cradle 
feet or snacks. Above is a lofty cathedral ceiling from which hangs a unique 
elk-antler chandelier. The great room opens at one end into a party room 
with stools around a standing-height bar/games table and all the fixings 
for everyone’s favourite summer cocktails. The other end of the great room 
opens to a spacious kitchen-dining area, which makes use of the other side 
of the double-sided fireplace for ideal dining ambience, especially in winter 
or on evenings when the lake is stormy.

When the weather outside is blustery, the 
family can gather on the comfy circular sofas 

in front of the fireplace in the great room. 
OPPOSITE TOP: The dining area opens from 
the kitchen in the foreground and shares the 
double-sided fireplace with the ground floor 

great room behind. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: 
The lakefront view is extended to the second 

floor landing above the great room. 

Continued on page 44
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Sherry Arbour’s “dream 
kitchen” has hazelnut-glazed, 
oyster-coloured cabinetry. 
Natural light streams in 
during the day. Nighttime, 
there are many lighting 
options, from brilliant to 
subtly subdued.

o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 1  4342  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 1

f e a t u r e



The kitchen, with its hazelnut-glazed, oyster-coloured cabinets and 
stainless steel Jenn-Air appliances, is Sherry’s fantasy come true. “I love 
the kitchen, the spaciousness, the way you can look out the windows 
when working at the sink or the stovetop,” she says. “To me, it’s a dream 
kitchen.” Needless to say, with three growing sons and tons of visitors, 
it’s also a well-used room.

Sherry was the sharp-eyed shopper who spied the great room’s elk 
chandelier at Abacus in Etobicoke, a specialty shop near their home in 
Maple, where she was assured elk shed their antlers naturally.

Also on the main floor is the generous slate-floored foyer with an 
abundance of light and open staircase winding up and downward, the 
media room (to stave off teen and pre-teen boredom when the weather 
isn’t perfect) and a hexagonal-shaped sunroom with a second fireplace 
off the dining room. 

RIGHT: Natural wood and 
muted colours frame the 

staircase from the main foyer. 
FAR RIGHT: Dining options 

include formal sit-down 
service, or casual snacking 

at the kitchen island beyond. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The family’s 

cat keeps watch in the 
hexagon-shaped sunroom, a 
three-season retreat off the 

dining room. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Throughout the cottage home, 

warm neutral colours and 
natural woods are repeated.

Continued on page 48

Leave your
worries behind  

With Control4® security solutions,  
you can keep your mind on the 
beach and still have an eye on 
your home, cottage, vacation 

property or business.  

C E N T R A L  O N T A R I O ’ S  A U D I O / V I D E O  I N T E G R A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T

Learn more at www.control4.com or contact:

Simplified
Electronics
Custom Home Design/Installation
(905) 396-0021  .  (905) 372-7000
piadda@live.com . www.piadda.ca

• CUSTOM FLOATING &  
 ALUMINUM DOCK SYSTEMS
• CUSTOM DECKS  
• PREMIUM PRODUCTS & SERVICE

Please contact us for a free quote: 1.888.345.1666 or 705.928.1969  Coboconck ON   www.RocksDocksAndDecks.com
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The second floor landing leads to a home  
office and a wing of bedrooms beyond.  
BOTTOM RIGHT: The sound of waves lapping 
on the shore wafts into the master bedroom. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Cool and calming colours are 
used in the boys’ bathroom on the second floor.

2078 Davis Road
Peterborough, K9J 6X4
705.742.2636

Just down the road from 
Monaghan Lumber

Grant Drew 
Designer Stone

WWW.MYBARKAVENUE.CA

MY BARK AVENUE ACADEMY
DOG OBEDIENCE SCHOOL
NEW CLASSES MONTHLY

DAY SCHOOL & PUPPY KINDERGARTEN

• Holistic, Organic & Raw Foods
• Eco Toys & Beds
• Healthy Treats
• Unique Collars & Leashes

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-6PM  SUN 10-5PM

34 WALTON ST., PORT HOPE
905.885.5100

THE STORE FOR HIP DOGS & CATS

(705) 775.1010
wcsales@nexicom.net 

810 B Rye Street • Peterborough
www.wilmotcreekhomes.ca

All-Canadian Products
Locally Owned & Operated
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Overlooking the great room is the second-floor loft with bedrooms off 
the landing. Stunning wide-board floors of reclaimed pine run throughout 
the house, supplied by Antique Impressions of British Columbia and 
installed by family friend and building contractor Ryan Hayter and his 
team from RWH Construction of Fenelon Falls.

The house was custom designed by the Arbour family with input 
from Integrity Construction Services Inc. of Lindsay. Extensive use 
was made of local contractors during construction, including Young’s 
Landscaping & Maintenance of Fenelon Falls, a dock from Houston 
Marine Systems of Coboconk, Colin Coppins Electric of Cameron, 
McNamee Plumbing of Fenelon Falls, and well drillers G Hart & Sons 
Well Drilling Ltd. of Fenelon Falls. Nearby suppliers included Frank 
Franzen Masonry of Kinmount, Dan’s Pro Painters of Oakwood, Link 
Heating & Air Conditioning, Shepherd Environmental Services of 
Coboconk and Jackson Water Conditioning of Woodville.

In years gone by, amenities like three-and-a-half bathrooms and central 
vacuum were unheard-of in cottages, but this family dwelling, with its 
superior construction, insulation and weather-worthy windows and 
doors from All Weather Windows, is well-suited for year-round living.

In their retirement years, when perhaps their children have children 
of their own, Sherry and Neil will be able to fondly remember summers 
past as they wake each day in the early-morning hush to the irresistible 
sound of the eternal lake lapping the rocky shore.  OH

TOP RIGHT: French doors open from the multimedia room onto the games room 
on the ground floor. MIDDLE RIGHT: Upstairs, the boys battle it out with an 

electronic game. BOTTOM RIGHT: In the games room, glass-fronted wooden 
cabinets provide display space over the bar counters. Below is ample storage 
space for beverages and games. BELOW: Let the games begin! Take a comfy,  

elevated cushioned seat at the wooden pedestal table in the games room.  

DOCKS
• BOAT LIFTS •

• MARINE RAILWAYS •
• DOCK HARDWARE •  

• ACCESSORIES •

NEW LOCATION!
OUR FACTORY OUTLET IS NOW LOCATED ON  
HWY 48, JUST 4KM WEST OF COBOCONK

888-HMS-DOCK
(888.467.3625)

www.hmsdock.com
sales@hmsdock.com

Canadian Made since 1987Canadian Made since 1987

www.hickorylanekitchens.com

705 742 7782Showroom:
280 Perry St., Unit 9
Peterborough Mon - Fri 9am-5pm • Saturday by appointment

info@hickorylanekitchens.com

No home investment yields more in terms of family enjoyment and resale value than 
a beautiful, functional kitchen. See our showroom, talk to our custom designers and 
consultants and you can be sure of:

• individual attention and service
• truly superior design, quality, and craftsmanship 
• exotic or indigenous woods in unique finishes  
• a gathering place worthy of your family, your friends, and your fabulous food!

    Your kitchen is its heart...

    Your home is your pride and joy

• CUSTOM DESIGN SERVICE • IN-HOME CONSULTATION
• SHUTTERS • BLINDS • SHADES

• DECORATOR FABRICS • UPHOLSTERY 
• CUSTOM BEDSPREADS & DUVETS

Kawartha Drapery and Decorating Inc.
Queen’s Sq. Plaza, 84 Russell St. W., Lindsay (Facing Russell St.)

CALL FOR OUR NO OBLIGATION SHOP AT HOME SERVICE

705-324-0499

30 Years
of Experience

Over

• CUSTOM DESIGN SERVICE • IN-HOME CONSULTATION
• SHUTTERS • BLINDS • SHADES

• DECORATOR FABRICS • UPHOLSTERY 
• CUSTOM BEDSPREADS & DUVETS

Hello,Cottage.
Meet Modern rustiC.

stonylakefurniture.ca   1 Stanley St. Lakefield   705 652 7444

Contact us for a free in-studio interior design consultation
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