
Canadian stage and 
television actor Araby 
Lockhart walks through 
the backyard garden at her 
quaint Clarksburg home, 
admiring the blooming 
purple phlox and moon 
flowers while lamenting the 
demise of her clematis. At 
91, Araby is feisty, fun and 
captivating as she shares 
memories of her acting 
career, her family and her 
very active community and 
social life. 

ARABY LOCKHART

ARABY’S LAST GIG: She swore 
she was done with acting in 
her mid-80s after an illustrious 
career that included acclaimed 
performances in the films Police 
Academy and Capote. But this 
past April, Araby returned 
to the stage for five sold-out 
performances in the fundraising 
production of Morris Panych’s 
Vigil at the Marsh Street Centre 
in Clarksburg. The production 
paid for a new furnace and a 
new roof for the centre. 

HOME SWEET HOME: In the late 
80s, while living in Toronto, 
Araby, a mother of five, says she 
“needed a quiet place to practice 
lines for work and just relax,” 
and found a small cottage on 
the river in Clarksburg. “There 
were two rooms up and two 
down,” she remembers. “It was 
a workman’s paradise.” The 
place leaned to one side and 
she laughs that she had to cut 
the chair legs so they’d sit level 
on the uneven floor. “The kids 
hated it,” Araby says, “which 
was perfect.” But nature wasn’t 
so kind. A monster snowfall 
took down the roof in the 
late 90s and Araby rebuilt 
in 2000. She moved here 
full time in 2008. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: 
Araby is still as active in the 
community as ever. She’s 
involved in the Marsh Street 
Centre, volunteers with Beaver 
Valley Outreach, does Tai Chi 
twice a week, is a regular at 
the library and admits that her 
social life “is quite something.”

SENTIMENTAL TREASURES: A 
wooden sign above the door 
inside reads, “The Folly.” It was 
given to Araby by her kids in 
a light-hearted reminder that 
the original home fell down. 
A Georgian Bay landscape 
painting by Brigitte Nowak 
hangs above the fireplace. “I 
saw it at Loft Gallery,” Araby 
explains. “I went in to buy it 
one day and it was gone.” Her 
children had purchased the 
painting and gifted it to Araby 
on her 90th birthday.  OH
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SOUTH END OF BLUE MOUNTAIN 
118 Claire Glen - Walk to the Orchard chair at Blue Mountain. 3 bedrooms, 1 bath 
chalet, great lot, close to Blue Mountain Village. $495,000

GEORGIAN WOODLANDS CHALET 
158 Chamonix Crescent - 6 bedroom, 2.5 bath cedar Panabode. Wood-burning fireplace, 
heated floors in entry & baths, sauna. $949,000

SIERRA WOODLANDS 
196 Blueski George - 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath Semi-detached with views of the ski hills. 
Many upgrades. $829,000

CRAIGLEITH 
178 Sleepy Hollow Rd. - 3 bedroom, 1 bath chalet, 80’X190’ lot, delightful chalet close 
to Craigleith & Alpine Ski Clubs and Blue Mountain Village. $549,000
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