
OUR HOMES Why did you settle in Craigleith?
SCOTT THORNTON Joelle and I are from London, 
but had been coming to the Blue Mountains 
on and off during my NHL days. After living 
in Montreal, Toronto, Edmonton, Dallas, six 
years in San Jose and two in Los Angeles, 
we wanted a place where our kids could be 

active outdoors as 
they grew up (Zoe, 
16, lives at home 
and Nash, 20, is 
away studying 
at university). 
Collingwood and 
Thornbury gave 

us that, plus we could travel to London or 
Toronto or Pearson Airport whenever we 
needed. Since I knew I would be retiring here, 
my buddy Vinny Damphousse approached 
me about investing in the Scandinave Spa. 
The ownership group has done a fantastic 
job growing that business over the last 10 
years. We’re very proud that we employ over 
100 people and have become a big part of the 
community. Joelle and I built this home in 
2006 when I finished my contract with the 
San Jose Sharks, but we ended up moving 
to L.A. where I played with the Kings for 
two more seasons. We’ve been here now for 
almost eight years.

OH What is the latest work you’ve done on your home?
ST We converted the countercurrent pool in 
our basement to a gym, as I’ve been doing less 
swimming and the kids weren’t using it. We 
brought in Adam Garbutt from AG Designs 
Co. for the reno and covered the walls with 
barn board and rusted metal siding.

OH What local activities do you and your family enjoy?
ST What don’t we do? We’re all pretty active, 
but you can generally find me hiking or biking 
up the mountain. We’ve got SUPs, dirt bikes, 
snowshoes, snowboards and skis. In the 
summer I bring out my 1973 Ford Bronco for a 
few rides. I try to sweat every day, and I make 
it to CrossFit Indestri regularly.  

OH Share with us some 
of your mementos:
ST My old teammates 
made a wine bottle for 
my retirement. And 
in 2013, I came home 
with the trophy on 
Battle of the Blades 
when I paired with 

figure skater Amanda Evora – that was a 
challenge! – we skated for charity and got a 
beautiful thank you from the Canadian Breast 
Cancer Foundation.

OH What is your favourite spot at home?
ST I’m pretty comfortable in the living room 
watching a game.  OH

Seventeen-season NHL left-winger and London, Ontario, native Scott 
Thornton is reinventing himself in Southern Georgian Bay. Since retiring 

from hockey in 2008, his passion for fitness is central to his daily life. After 
founding the Crossfit Indestri gym on Mountain Road, he started the 

UG Series, hosting fitness competition events across Canada, including 
the 1,500-athlete-strong Beach WOD in Wasaga Beach. He’s currently 

targeting the fitness community with a clothing line, Squadron 71. Scott, 
his wife Joelle and their two children live in Craigleith.
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