
OUR HOMES: How did you get your start 
in gymnastics?
JANINE RANKIN: My mom 
enrolled me in the Orangeville 
Lion’s gymnastics club at four 
years old after seeing Nadia 
Comaneci compete at the 1976 
Montreal Olympics. At age 
seven, I was at a gymnastics 
camp and a coach asked if I 
wanted to try out at his club. He 
gave my mom the address. We 
arrived early and I immediately 
noticed national champion Elfi 
Schlegel training on the bars. A 
different coach asked if I was 
there to be tested. We figured 
she was one of the coaches 
we were meant to meet (she 
wasn’t). I was tested for about 
20 minutes and the coaches 
informed my mom that they 
wanted to coach me. It wasn’t 
long before my mom realized 
that I had just tried out with the 
Canadian National Gymnastics 
Team coaches. The rest, as they 
say, is history!

OH: Tell us about the two world-recognized 
balance beam moves named after you. 
JRA: One of the skills I developed 
was to jump from a springboard 
and land on one hand on the 
balance beam and hold that 
position for three seconds before 
returning to my feet on the 
beam. I performed the move at 
the 1987 World Championships 
and it was accepted and named 
The Rankin beam mount. The 
Rankin II is a balance beam 
skill named after me at the 1991 
World Championships. I am 
honoured that both skills are 
included in the International 
Gymnastics Code of Points.

OH: What brought you to Southern 
Georgian Bay?
JRA: I’ll never forget my first visit 
to Georgian Bay. I was working 
at a wonderful massage therapy 
clinic in Toronto, but I was 
not enjoying the busy city. My 
friend Marlene invited me up in 
autumn and all of the leaves had 
changed. The bay was the most 
beautiful colour of blue. I sold 
my city condo, found a house 
in Collingwood and started 
building my massage therapy 
business. I met Rob, now my 
husband, at a Christmas party. 
What I love is that whether I’m 
walking or driving, every time 
I’m out, there is beautiful scenery 
and landscapes. Rob and Owen 
were skiing all winter at the 
Georgian Peaks Club and this 
summer we’ll swim at Wasaga 
Beach. What could be better?  OH
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Two-time Canadian Olympic gymnast Janine 
Rankin-Abbott digs into a closet for a trio of 
memory books held together with bungee 
cords. The books are her mother Jacqueline’s 
labour of love. Each page documents a journey, 
a competition, a triumph – nothing is missed. 
Rankin-Abbott travelled the world, earning 149 

medals and competing at the 1988 Olympics in Seoul and the 
1992 Games in Barcelona. Originally from Palgrave, she is one of 
Canada’s most decorated gymnasts. Today, after coaching and 
working as a Registered Massage Therapist, Rankin-Abbott, 
along with husband Robert Abbott, owner of Great Lakes 
Custom Homes & Renovations, chase after their six-year-old son 
Owen and the family’s pet rabbits in Creemore.

209575 HWY 26, BLUE MOUNTAINS 
WATERFRONT at Craigleith! Enjoy days of breathtaking views on both levels. 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, totally updated. Hardwood floors, chef’s kitchen, 
granite counters, gas stove, stainless appliances, master with walk-out, family 
room with walk-out. $879,000

327 YELLOW BIRCH CRES. BLUE MOUNTAINS
Luxurious and elegantly styled 3-bedroom, 2.5 bath semi in Windfall at Blue. 
Many upgrades! A minute’s drive to Blue’s South End & The Village at Blue, 5 
minutes to Collingwood’s many fine shops and restaurants.

$589,000

178 SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD, BLUE MOUNTAINS
Delightful ski chalet close to Craigleith & Alpine Ski Clubs and Blue Mountain 
Village. On the Craigleith Shuttle, 3 bedroom, 80 x 190 mature treed lot.  
Open concept main floor with a cozy wood stove.

$599,000

55 TROTT BLVD, #136, COLLINGWOOD
Spacious 2 bedroom, 2 bath, open concept with large walkout patio, vaulted 
ceilings, skylights and wood burning fireplace. Steps to Cranberry Rec Centre, 
marina, golf & Cranberry Inn. 10 minutes to the ski clubs, Blue Mountain Village 
and a short walk to Collingwood’s downtown. $259,000
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LENDVAY ALLEY 90% SOLD
Don’t miss out! Build your dream home/chalet in this desirable area of unique 
homes and chalets. Walk to Craigleith Ski Club, Blue Mountain and Northwinds 
Beach. Scenic Mountain and water views. Gas, water and sewer to the lot line. 

$419,000 & $425,000 

118 LENDVAY ALLEY, BLUE MOUNTAINS
Build your dream home at the base of Craigleith Ski Club. .64 of an acre with 
scenic mountain views. Short walk to Craigleith’s Base Lodge and Tennis Club. 
Short bike ride to the Village and the Beach. Gas, municipal water and sewer.

$435,000 
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