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IIt all started as a simple 
garage renovation. Michael 
Peirone, Kelley Wright and 
their teens Carter and Ella 
had recently moved to central 
Barrie from a large home 
that the whole family agreed 
was too cold and cavernous. 
Ella laughs, “You needed an 
intercom just to find someone 
to talk to in that house.” Their 
modern home had the perfect 
location –  a gorgeous view of 
Kempenfelt Bay, proximity to 
schools for their teenagers and 
a 45-minute commute to their 
Muskoka cottage. Though 
it was a better scale for the 
family it still felt a bit too small.

OPPOSITE PAGE AND BELOW 
LEFT: The exterior and interior 
were transformed by Level Design 
Build. Brick, Hardy Board and wood 
panels together achieve a modern, 
natural aesthetic. ABOVE: Before the 
renovation. LEFT AND BELOW RIGHT: 
A new two-storey foyer was created 
and a glass and steel staircase built, 
leading upstairs to the new addition. 
The look inside is simple and filled 
with curated furnishings, meaningful 
photos, framed art and artifacts. 

Continued on page 75
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“In the beginning, we really just wanted 
a bigger garage,” Michael says. “It was one of 
those old one-and-a-half car garages, rather 
than a two-car. But the project snowballed 
quickly into a full-scale re-do.” The home is 
now beautifully modern. The renovations, 
completed by Mike Carty of Level Design 
Build, include a second floor accessed through 
a new two-storey foyer that replaced the 
former outdoor patio/entranceway. The 
upstairs has a powder room, office and family 
room with a wood-burning fireplace where the 
adults can hang out while the teens and their 
friends are in the cosy basement family room. 
A tin surround for wood storage beside the 
fireplace is striking yet functional. A Father’s 
Day gift from Kelley – an oversize wallpaper 
print of cells from Michael’s Master’s thesis – 
adorns the powder room wall.

The family moved to Barrie when Kelley, a 
medical doctor, was posted at Base Borden as 
the Base medical officer. Michael has a medical 
background in genetics research and is 
currently practising as a Physician’s Assistant. 
Son Carter was born in Toronto but Ella was 
born in Barrie. Michaels says they’ve grown to 
love this region. Continued on page 76

TOP RIGHT AND BELOW RIGHT: Michael selected 
new lighting that enhances the modern appeal, 
including a Tom Dixon reproduction over the dining 
table. The kitchen was untouched in the renovation. 
The previous owners completed their own reno that 
suits Michael and Kelley. BELOW: The laundry room 
is situated on the lower level with a convenient walk-
out to the spacious backyard.

The main-floor living space is open and casual. A deck off the living room 
provides space for fresh air and a convenient barbecue. 
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Continued on page 78

Michael has always enjoyed the art of design. In 2003, he took some 
design courses and his passion evolved into a career as a home and 
commercial project manager, consulting for homeowners and some 
high-profile restaurants, including Barrie’s Michael & Marion’s. Now, 
as a busy PA, Michael works only on the occasional interesting project 
referred to him by past clients or friends.

Michael finds the most consistent advice he’s offered clients over 
the years is, “make sure a home and the rooms in it function well for 
your needs as a homeowner. When people are worried about resale or 
they want something they think they need because everyone else has it 
I say, think about how you live and what you want in your house and if 
it’s within your grasp, it’s a reasonable thing to do.” He also subscribes 
to the “less is more” approach to design, where things are clean and a a 
little simpler, and the space between furniture isn’t empty but part of a 
holistic design process. 

The renovation started in the summer of 2013 and was completed 
this past winter. Michael likes the contemporary open space and 
additional light the renovation provides. It also maximizes the views. 

The new foyer includes an oversize neoprene spiral light imported 
from France that arrived in a tiny box and sprung into shape “like a 
pup tent” upon unwrapping. They like the evening shadows it casts on 
the walls and ceiling. Most other lighting in the home is from Glass 
Lighting Gallery & Home Finishings. 

Every room on each floor, with the exception of one bathroom, 
has a view of the lake. “It’s beautiful at night to see the whole south 
shore lit up,” Michael says. The main floor has a master suite and 
guest room. There are two bedrooms on the lower level, which also 
has an expansive family room with built-in storage along one wall 
to minimize clutter, designed by Michael and built by Simcoe 
Cabinet & Millwork Inc. A wine cellar, custom-built by Michael 
with reclaimed barn-board shelving, was designed so they could easily 
see bottle labels. The room was high on the renovation wish list and 
is tucked behind the home gym – a former den – that can be closed 
off from the family room by sliding a salvaged barn door along a steel 
track. The lower level also houses a laundry room/mudroom entrance 
to the backyard.

The loft is new and provides 
an essential space with a 
wood-burning fireplace, an 
office, a powder room with a 
sweet little vanity and another 
deck that provides a view of 
Kempenfelt Bay. BELOW: The 
master bedroom and en suite 
are tucked away on the main 
level, offering a place to rest 
for this busy couple. 
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There is no formal dining space and 
Michael finds he doesn’t miss having one; 
instead the family gathers around a wooden 
and stainless steel table he built himself in 
the open concept living room/kitchen. He 
jokes that the real reason he doesn’t want to 
move again is the daunting weight of the table. 
The kitchen was renovated by the previous 
owners and features an expansive, U-shaped 
granite counter perfect for cooking and 
entertaining. The former entryway closet was 
transformed into a kitchen pantry once the 
new foyer was built.

ABOVE: Michael couldn’t wait to turn this room in 
the lower level into a home gym behind a clever 
rolling barn door. He also created the secret wine 
cellar, building the shelves out of barn board and 
adding apple boxes for additional vintages. RIGHT: 
A view from the upstairs addition.

Continued on page 80

Victoria Newton Staging & Design Consultant

T: 705.718.8817
info@vantagepointinteriors.com
www.vantagepointinteriors.com

CALL TODAY to discuss your upcoming home or cottage build, 
renovation or addition. 

705.528.2815 | decarlicontractors.com
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Teens Ella and Carter have their own space in the bright lower level. They’ve 
created rooms that reflect their very active, social and athletic lifestyles.

Michael says they are very happy with the size of the home after 
the reno because it really works as a hub for a busy family with two 
teenagers, but thinks it would also be a good size for empty nesters 
a few years down the road. “It works really well because the master 
suite is on the main floor, the kitchen, everything is sort of main floor 
living so you can walk right in off the driveway and there are no stairs,” 
he explains. Michael adds that he can’t foresee moving again but then 
laughs and admits, “I always say that.”  OH
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