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Susan and Mark Wilson moved into 
their three-storey, red-brick Victorian 
home in Elora in 2003, before they had 
children. Their first priority was to 
freshen the house with paint and open 
the back wall, allowing easy access to 
the backyard and new deck.

GRACEFUL
TRANSITION

ABOVE: Entering the addition – from old to new! LEFT: The great room is 
graceful, elegant, and welcoming. It’s a cosy space for family to gather.

STORY MERRILYN PATTERSON  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG  |  FLOWERS WR DESIGNS

Continued on page 38

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 9   |  3736  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 9

builder & designer



I N 2017 the couple took first steps to 
open up the kitchen, with a simple pass-
through to the formal dining room. The 

counter is topped with marble, wide enough 
to hold serving dishes or nibbles when the 
space is used for casual entertaining. Custom-
milled mouldings match the period style. 

The real work began in 2016. By then, 
Susan had developed a friendship with 
Danielle Carson, the senior designer from 
Xanadu Fine Cabinetry and Interiors. 
Their daughters took riding classes together, 
so they met at the stables frequently. Susan 
was intrigued with Danielle’s work. They got 
talking about Susan’s renovation plans and the 
partnership with Xanadu began. 

“Because she has a family of her own, 
Danielle knew exactly how to organize 
the spaces,” Susan says. She recommended 
extending the kitchen by three feet and they 
raised the roof on the porch, which allowed 
more light into the space. Although the new 
window is the original size, it now opens to 
let fresh air in. Danielle designed a seamless 
panelled fridge and freezer and a sleek wall 
of pantries. All new appliances were sourced 
from TA Appliances.

BELOW: A clear view of the transition from original dining room to the streamlined kitchen. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Keeping the family organized in the mudroom. BOTTOM RIGHT: Susan’s kitchen is 
the hub of family life. 
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Continued on page 41

Installed in the spacious island, this
Workstation by The Galley makes 
meal prep and cleanup a breeze.
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TOP LEFT: The main-floor powder room features an overall vintage/contemporary 
style. TOP RIGHT: Dining table and chairs were crafted by a local Mennonite  
artisan. ABOVE: The grand and ample foyer with stained glass window accent.

Susan spends a lot of time in the kitchen. She runs the 
household from there with most of the family meals served on 
the Cambria quartz-topped island to accommodate everyone’s 
busy schedules. Sometimes she and Mark even share a late-night 
dinner there. Grand Valley Tile supplied the hardwood floors 
in the kitchen and living room.

A clever office space is tucked around the corner, integrated 
into the multi-purpose laundry and mudroom.

Bavarian Window Works replaced all the windows in the 
house. There was always a plan to add a great room off the back 
of the kitchen, and Rob Vanderwoerd of Vanderwoerd 
Drafting & Design drew the plans with 16-foot ceilings and 
a wider footprint than the original structure. The tall ceilings 
and wall of windows allow ample sunlight to filter into the great 
room and spill into the kitchen.

Expertise within the walls by Fritz England Plumbing 
and Heating set the stage for the plumbing and HVAC system.  
To compliment the existing roof lines, Diamond J Services 
completed the flat roof in the new addition.

Bill Van De Ven, co-owner of Xanadu Homes Ltd., 
managed the renovation project. Bill and Danielle designed the 
ceiling feature, pre-fabricating the intricate pattern in Xanadu’s 
local shop in St. Jacobs. Susan was amazed at how quickly it 
was installed. With the painted ceiling and milled design, it 
respects the Victorian roots but with a modern twist. Xanadu 
coordinated with the Wilsons’ favourite painter, Jim Mulhall, 
who has been on hand for many projects in the home.

 The chandelier from The Lighting Shoppe was a must-
have that Susan found on a shopping trip with Danielle. It echoes 
the design of the smaller fixtures in the kitchen. Continued on page 42
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An eclectic mix of V ictorian 
and funky, colourful, local 
f inds in the front entry.
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The wall of cubbies was Danielle’s idea 
– an ideal spot to showcase Susan’s curated 
collection of elephants. Collected over many 
years, they were packed away until this 
whimsical but practical space was designed.

The oversize fireplace by Bast Home 
Comfort is the focal point of the great room. 
Danielle chose a subtle, painted-panel look 
for the wall with a stunning gold reveal. The 

mirrored surround sparkles as it reflects the 
light. Mark loves this room and works here in 
the mornings with the garden doors open.

The formal dining room is used for seasonal 
family celebrations. The sideboard is a 
treasured gift from Susan’s mother. 

The front living room and adjacent 
sitting area are sunny spots for reading or 
playing games. The quirky, painted cabinet 

was a fun find from a treasure-packed 
shipping container. 

There are three bedrooms upstairs: a 
quiet master retreat for Susan and Mark, 
a place for son Hugh’s Lego collection in 
his bedroom, and what daughter Abigail 
calls “the best room in the house,” where 
she displays her treasured collection 
of Breyer horses.

RIGHT: The traditional 
living room would 
have been the parlour 
in its day. BELOW: 
Mark’s third-floor office 
space and retreat, 
completely insulated
from daily family 
life, doubles as a 
private guest suite. 
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Continued on page 44

The sitting room off the living 
room has a walkout to the deck.
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In the master, Xanadu built custom wardrobe cabinetry, 
complete with jewelry organizers for Susan. Additional 
storage was added to the existing walk-through closet leading 
to the en suite.

Renovating the third-floor walk-up involved raising the 
ceiling, creating room for Mark’s home office – a quiet space for 
him to work when the family is home. It also doubles as a guest 
suite when the kids have sleepovers or when Susan’s mother 
comes to visit. 

ABOVE: A clever 
second-floor laundry 
is hidden in the 
kids’ bathroom. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Hugh’s 
Room. Custom cabinets 
from Xanadu keep him 
organized. RIGHT: 
Pretty pink accents 
and bold, gold polka 
dots create a light, airy 
space for Abigail.
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Continued on page 46

519.635.9049
diaj@bell.net

diamondjservices.ca

With 24 hours a day, 7 days a week service, the roofing pros at 
Diamond J Services are on hand to serve whenever you need us. We 
provide residential and commercial roofing, including new shingling, 

for clients in Elora and the Wellington County area. 

A roof is a significant investment, when you make it with 
us... it’s an investment well-made!

NEW SHINGLING • ROOF MAINTENANCE
RESIDENTIAL FLAT ROOFING • COMMERCIAL FLAT ROOFING

Established 2009

PLUMBING • HEATING • GAS FITTING
BACKFLOW TESTING • DRAIN CLEANING

VIDEO DRAIN INSPECTION
FURNACES • SHEET METAL WORK

AIR CONDITIONING
HYDRONIC HEATING • BOILERS

IN-FLOOR HEATING
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

519.803.4665 
6715 Wellington Rd., 7, Elora

info@fritzengland.ca

Let us inspire you.
Visit us at:
2236 Shirley Dr. Kitchener
519-578-3938
bavarianwindows.com
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Susan says trust made the working 
relationship with Xanadu a great success. 
They trusted the team would find the best 
solutions for their family. She also says having 
a designer work with a contractor brings the 
renovation experience to another level. “A 
designer has the expertise and knowledge to 
make your ideas come to life,” she says, adding 
“I’d never renovate again without Xanadu!”

It was extremely important to Mark and 
Susan to remain true to the Victorian roots 
of the home. “The executed design exudes 
timeless elegance and a welcoming warmth, 
proving that a refined and defined space never 
goes out of style,” says Danielle. From the front 
door through to the back of the great room, 
painstaking care was taken to create a graceful 
and gradual transition from the historical to 
the modern part of the house. 

Danielle describes the finished project this 
way: “The extra living space, combined with 
the clean lines and layering of textures allow 
for a better-organized home that recognizes 
and compliments the Wilsons’ active family 
lifestyle.” The Wilsons love their home and 
plan to enjoy it for years to come.  OH

RIGHT: A calming 
retreat for Mark and 
Susan at the end of 
the day. BELOW: The 
sophisticated master en 
suite features Carrara 
marble countertops, 
shower walls and floor.
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“THE EXECUTED DESIGN EXUDES TIMELESS
ELEGANCE AND A WELCOMING WARMTH,
PROVING THAT A REFINED AND DEFINED 
SPACE NEVER GOES OUT OF STYLE,”

www.grandvalleytile.com

CERAMIC • STONE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CORK • VINYL • CARPET

Visit us at our new larger location
40 Alpine Court, Kitchener
Mon - Wed & Fri 8-6  | Thurs 8-8 • Sat 9-4

519.743.8300

info@grandvalleytile.com
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