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easy
living

The living room in this 1,902 sq. ft. three-bedroom 
condominium townhouse has a walk-out to a deck large 
enough for a lovely patio set and container garden.  
ABOVE: Every Pratt Model comes with this message: 
Your dream home starts with an empty space and endless 
possibilities. This model is a beautiful possibility.
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Condos are a popular choice for the younger set – a group juggling the 
demands of a busy work schedule while finding time to enjoy social and 
leisure activities.

Bruno Tidd, sales manager of Barrie-based Pratt Homes, says the 
company’s Manhattan development – a mix of traditional and townhome 
condominium properties located near the Bear Creek EcoPark with 
floating boardwalk and hiking trails off Ferndale Drive – has proven 
popular with a wide demographic, especially young professionals ready 
to embrace the pleasing lifestyle.

“People love the location and lifestyle the community offers,” 
explains Bruno, who doesn’t just talk the talk and actually lives in one of 
Manhattan’s condominiums.

“Younger adults might be just out of school and they’re working long 
hours and often driving long distances to get to their jobs,” he says. “They 
just want a place where there are no worries, where everything’s taken 
care of for them.”

“Snowbirds and those who travel a lot also like the Manhattan condos 
because you just lock the door, leave and don’t have to worry about 
anything,” Bruno adds.

The latest Pratt neighbourhood, which is largely completed, features 
three 48-unit buildings, three eight-plex units and three blocks of 
townhomes comprising a total of 249 units.

Prices for the townhomes, now available for viewing, begin at $198,900 

and offer potential buyers a wide range of layout options, starting from a 
two-bedroom 809 sq. ft. model on one level to a “stacked” three-bedroom 
unit spread over three floors.

A tour of the larger, 1,902 sq. ft. three-bedroom model brings Bruno’s 
enthusiasm to life.

The exterior’s stone façade, sheltered front porch and second-floor 
balcony offer an impressive view. Inside, a smartly designed foyer with tile 
floors provides lots of closet space for coats, boots and sports gear. There’s 
also room for a stylish bench or a console and mirror. Conveniently, a door 
leads to the single-car garage. 

This floor also features a large family/recreation room that’s perfect 
for a games room, home theatre or home office. A walkout leads to the 
nice-sized backyard.

A lovely staircase leads up to the spacious second floor, featuring a 
wonderful living area with large windows and a walkout to the balcony 
where there’s room for patio furniture and a patio garden. 

The second floor also boasts a powder room and a spacious kitchen/
dining room area featuring upgraded granite countertops, a glass-tiled 
backsplash and plenty of cupboard space. These condos come with a 
choice of three stainless steel or five white appliances.

This model is beautifully decorated with hardwood flooring on the 
main floor. Upstairs, on the third floor, are three well-appointed bedrooms 
and two full baths, including an en suite off the beautifully styled master.

CCondominiums are no longer just the chosen 
abode for the ski crowd and empty nesters.

Continued on page 77

The large eat-in kitchen comes with 
a huge choice of finishes and three 
appliances. OPPOSITE RIGHT: 
Pratt Colour and Design Consultant 
Cynthia Grassing created the elegant, 
contemporary look of this town house 
model. Cynthia designs all models and 
helps new owners select their finishes. 
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Pratt Colour and Design Consultant Cynthia Grassing, who has 24 
years of design experience, including 17 with Pratt Homes, helps buyers 
choose colour schemes, cabinetry, flooring and building finishes. Cynthia 
goes above and beyond to ensure the right choices create an environment 
that reflects the homeowners’ own desires and lifestyle.

While upgrades are available for buyers interested in higher-end 
counters, floors and fixtures, Cynthia says Pratt’s standard selections 
are also impressive.

“There’s no pressure to do upgrades,” she says. “Some people want 
to have extra options, but you’re going to do very well with our regular 
line as well.”

Pratt Homes has been building new townhomes, condos and detached 
homes in Simcoe County for over 100 years. The family tradition started 
with Stephen Pratt in 1890 and has continued for generations.

For this latest venture, Cynthia has prepared 10 different model homes 
to give potential buyers a real feel for what their dream purchase might 
look like.

“We want it to be fun and to show people there are lots of possibilities 
in the space they choose,” she says.

All Pratt models have 
clever wall art by 
artist Barb Kidd that 
convey what can be 
added to the space. 
This page shows 
two bedrooms with 
endless possibilities. 
OPPOSITE: The 
master bedroom is 
made to look even 
larger with antique-
look mirrors on one 
wall. The room also 
has a smart nook next 
to the closet area for  
a desk or vanity.

Continued on page 78
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Those visiting the Manhattan site are able to tour model townhomes 
all decorated with themes ranging from Urban Rustic and Global Discoveries 
to Contemporary Glamour and even Rock n’ Roll.

Stencilled on the wall of every model home are the words: “Your dream 
home starts with an empty space and endless possibilities.” That mantra 
is something Cynthia truly believes as she works tirelessly to create an 
environment where everybody can see themselves living.

Model homes also feature fun and realistic wall drawings by artist 
Barb Kidd Ellis that carefully illustrate where an armoire, dresser, stereo 
or other furniture could be placed.

Pratt also offers a unique program to help potential buyers offset 
their purchase price. For qualifying clients, the firm allows customers 
to complete work on their home for credit towards their down payment. 
This so-called “sweat equity” can be credited by completing tasks such 
as painting, flooring and trim work.

And since all homes are built to the latest building codes to ensure 
maximum energy efficiencies, buyers should save even more money on 
utility costs in the long run.

During the winter months, homeowners also benef it from 
snowplowing along with ongoing yard maintenance that’s in addition 
to the initial full sodding and landscaping completed around buildings, 
yards and amenity areas.

In the middle of this ready-made community sits Central Park 
– Barrie’s largest private park – a meeting area that offers some much-
appreciated green space. It’s the ideal locale to enjoy some casual football 
tossing, a friendly chat or quiet contemplation.

And while this development’s adjacent location to a wonderful nature 
park is impressive, so too is its proximity to other amenities.

“We’re five minutes to everything,” Bruno says. “There’s such a great 
balance here. Things are really taking shape.”  OH

This room is located on the lower level just off the 
large foyer. There’s room for a games table and a 
bar, or it can be a home office, home theatre or a 
playroom for the kids — whatever you decide.

Jasmine Hemsworth: 705-220-0766 jasmine@absolutecabinets.ca  |  Troy Paterson: 705-727-6542 troy@absolutecabinets.ca
www.absolutecabinets.ca   www.facebook.com/absolutecabinets
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