
TTHE SUMMER SOLSTICE AND THE 
VERNAL EQUINOX are irrelevant to 
most Canadians – summer starts Victoria 
Day and ends Labour Day. In Durham, it 
starts with the Brooklin Fair and ends with 
the Uxbridge Fair.

Fairs are one of the great joys of summer 
living out here – there’s just something about 
blue ribbons on rabbit cages and zucchinis 
that weigh more than a newborn that brings 
families together. And yet, city conveniences 
are everywhere. And yet (again!), you’re never 
more than 15 minutes away from buying fresh 
ears of corn out of the bed of a pickup truck. 

It’s all part of what makes Durham life 
rich. Another important part is local business. 
I buy almost all my clothes and shoes from 
a consignment shop in downtown Whitby. 
Uxbridge is home to one of the country’s 
best independent booksellers, where I’ve also 
taken workshops on making memory jewelry 
and creating a personal card deck. (We’re 
nothing if not quirky.) Port Perry is perfect for 
combining waterfront wandering with butter 
tart sampling on a Sunday afternoon. At a pub 

in Ajax, we get a prime rib dinner served by 
the friendliest wait staff around for less than 
$15. I buy art in Brooklin and home accessories 
in Bowmanville.

When you choose where to spend your 
money, you’re making a lot of implicit choices 
– choices to support entrepreneurialism, 
to support the families who live down the 
street instead of anonymous shareholders in 
Arkansas, to support a community-minded 
way of life that differentiates us from hardcore 
city-dwellers. When you consider that you 
took time away from your own family and 
your own hobbies to make that money you’re 
spending, it’s a pretty weighty decision.

Spend some time with this expanded issue 
of OUR HOMES and get to know some of 
the people enriching all our lives. Be proud to 
shop with them – I know they’re proud to do 
business right here at home with you.

Annette McLeod, Managing Editor
annette.mcleod@ourhomes.ca
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