
AA SINGLE TRUTH HAS BECOME EVIDENT TO ME IN 
the past few weeks: I don’t live in the pages of a magazine. If we could 
freeze life into the space of a glossy photograph, designing our homes 
would be much simpler. Alas, dogs, cats, children, mud, snow and all 
the forces of the universe conspire against us.

And so, knee deep in a renovation, I found myself in a local décor 
shop reflecting on this very fact, much to my chagrin. Matte paint – it’s 
a simple desire, not like an elaborate backsplash pattern or marble 
countertop, yet so far out of reach. Standing beside me was a local interior 
designer, who just looked at me and said, “Don’t do it.” Then she directed 
my attention to a navy blue wall at the back of the store covered in scuff 
marks and scratches. Don’t do it, because you can’t have everything 
and functionality is more important than how it looks. What’s most 
functional for my family’s lifestyle is an easy-to-clean surface (note: 
preschoolers). I took a deep breath and tried to accept this fact. 

Struggling to find a balance between practicality and beauty is a 
hurdle I’ve encountered before and a lesson that I keep failing to learn. 
If it shocks you to learn we spent several days in October ripping up 
1,100 sq. ft. of hardwood flooring, you might be struggling with the same 
juxtaposition of function and aesthetic that I am. If you don’t consider 
function, your “look” may not survive long enough to be appreciated 
anyway, like scuffed paint or scratched hardwood. In a house with two 
big dogs, our hardwood never stood a chance. We might have had wood 
floors, but we never had the sought-after look of wood floors. 

If we were going to renovate our home we wanted to do it right, 
which in the end meant designing our space to suit our lifestyle. Like 
the matte paint and the hardwood flooring, sometimes the magazine 
look we want to achieve isn’t worth the price we pay. In this case, the 
price would be to forever stand on the threshold afraid to enter our 
“new” home. So I walked away with my eggshell-finish Cool Slate 
and Down Pour Blue. Our home might not be the perfect dream we 
envisioned, but it will be just right.
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