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AAS ANYONE WHO HAS TRAVELLED in Kawartha Lakes and 
Peterborough County knows, getting around this region takes a knack for 
navigation. Country roads meander around the many long, narrow lakes 
that make this a popular area for year-round living and summer holidays. 
Unless a driver uses a reliable global positioning system, it’s easy to miss 
a turn among the many farms, fields and forests. 

Now in my second year of travelling in this region to assignments 
for OUR HOMES, I’ve memorized some informal landmarks that 
guide me. There’s an old furnace oil tank at the corner where I turn to 
Lake Dalrymple. When I drive by a huge, rusting haul truck, parked 
prominently in a rock quarry, I know I’m getting near Bobcaygeon. One 
of my favourites is a six-foot-high, multicoloured chicken that guards 
a wing place. I know it’s six kilometres outside Kawartha, but I still 
like that bird.

Early spring has become one of my best times to travel in this area. 
Roads are clear of snow and ice. Spring foliage has not yet emerged, 
so it’s easier to see things usually hidden by summer leaves. It’s 
surprising how many log barns and vacant old houses still stand in 
the countryside. Some are just minutes away from vast fields of new 
solar panels facing the sun. Farmers harvest energy as well as cash 
crops and cattle.

Preparing this edition took a trip along the top of Stoney Lake to 
visit a home transformed from a modern urban dwelling into a country 
lake house for a couple of financial professionals and their young family, 
a retreat from busy city life. I was sure this was another beautiful area of 
Ontario I had never seen before. But as I drove home along a road across 
the north shore of the lake, I passed Petroglyphs Provincial Park. I had 
seen the ancient rock carvings there years ago. I just hadn’t remembered 
the drive there. It’s another landmark, another place I’ll visit again. 
Enjoy your summer travels.

 

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
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editor’s note


