
their first winter, I’d clean them up and refinish them with 
Varathane. After year two, I’d repair the chewed wood with 
wood filler and a paint job of the brightest leftover house 
paints. After three years, they were done and would have 
to be replaced.

This winter, I tried a different feeder. Shaped like a stove 
pipe with a conical hat, it’s made of metal and holds twice 
as much feed as the mini-gazebos. It took squirrels only 
a few hours to learn how to climb aboard and perch for a 
precarious free buffet. I guess I’ll keep feeding these bandits 
and just be content that this feeder will last a lot longer.
 

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
walter.franczyk@ourhomes.ca

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

Every winter, our bird feeder becomes a 
buffet for squirrels. Until last fall, I had used a wooden 
feeder to cater to our raucous neighbourhood blue jays, a 
pair of timid cardinals, countless chickadees, goldfinches, 
nuthatches and redpolls. Shaped like a little gazebo 
with plastic windows showing the remaining supply of 
sunflower seeds, peanuts and niger seed, the feeders sat 
atop an eight-foot metal fence pole, intended to keep 
trespassing squirrels at bay. 

The little forest rodents soon learned to shimmy up 
the pole and perch on the side of the feeder while they 
munched away. Some would dive from the branches 
of a nearby cedar tree directly to the top of the feeder. 
Sometimes, squirrels would pull the wooden plug out 
of the top of the feeder and stick their heads and torsos 
inside to gorge. If the feeders ran low, squirrels would 
start chewing at the wooden frames around the windows. 
The hungry beasts behaved like a demolition crew. The 
little gazebo feeders would last about three years. After 
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editor’s note


