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KEVIN AND KAREN
KINGSBURY’S
COLLINGWOOD
BUNGALOW STILL
RADIATED ITS 1960s

CHARM WHEN
KEVIN PURCHASED
IT IN 2016.  Continued on page 120

Walnut built-ins by McKee Kitchens flank the fireplace from Chantico Fireplace Gallery. 
The room is filled with sunlight from the large front window. OPPOSITE: The exterior 
of this bungalow on a leafy street in Collingwood has a surprise as you walk through 
its front door – a Scandi, mid-century modern interior, lovingly restored by the owners. 
Heartwood Landscapes & Gardens removed the overgrown shrubs that blocked the 
inviting front entrance and planted a row of hydrangeas.
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he house was really untouched, and 
was certainly ready for an update,” 
he remembers, noting the initial 
remodelling plans were focused on 
his needs alone. But, just weeks after 

he moved into his new home, Kevin met Karen. 
As their relationship grew, so did plans for 
their future home together.

Kevin has been a full-time resident of 
Collingwood since 2006 and is a 20-year 
employee at Blue Mountain Resort. Karen 
moved to Collingwood five years ago and 
opened her holistic skin care business.

“When we first started dating, Kevin 
was beginning to make decisions about 
renovations, and he asked for my feedback,” 
says Karen. Which is when they discovered 
their design tastes were quite similar. “We 
really agreed on everything,” she smiles.

This like-mindedness proved essential, as 
a three-year, two-phase remodelling project 
lay before them.

Before diving in, the soon-to-be Kingsburys 
reached out to the women of Farrow Arcaro 
Design (FAD) for an overall space plan. “It 
was really a very helpful exercise,” says Kevin, 
“They helped to see the potential of the space, 
especially with the bedrooms, that I hadn’t 
envisioned before.”

“t
A fixture from Georgian Design Centre hangs over 
the dining table found at Dovetail Interiors. A Jason 
Booth photo of the Collingwood grain terminals has 
found a perfect home. Benjamin Moore’s Classic 
Gray was used on all the main-floor walls. OPPOSITE, 
LEFT: Kevin, Senior Director of Lodging and General 
Manager of the Westin Trillium House, and Karen, 
owner of Seed, relax on the front porch with Sunny. 
RIGHT: An upright piano in the living room displays 
family photos. The Collingwood map was a wedding 
gift and has been personalized for Kevin and Karen.

“THEY [FAD] HELPED TO SEE THE
POTENTIAL OF THE SPACE, ESPECIALLY
WITH THE BEDROOMS, THAT I HADN’T
ENVISIONED BEFORE.”

Continued on page 123
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The first remodelling phase included the entryway, 
kitchen and main living space, and Brock Atkinson 
of Marshall Construction tackled this project – 
opening doorways and moving walls, establishing 
an open, contemporary feel. Atkinson installed the 
couple’s classic, clean kitchen, designed by Wiarton 
Home Hardware. He worked with the Kingsburys 
to incorporate additional design elements, including 
a custom walnut island enclosure milled by Bill 
Brown Woodworking.

They took a break of more than a year between 
renovation projects, while Karen focused on relocating her 
business to its new location.

Seed, a holistic spa and boutique, offers pure and 
nourishing services that support the mind and body in 

good health. Their specialized treatments include holistic 
facials, micro-current, microdermabrasion, RMT massage 
as well as LED Light & Sound meditation to bring you to a 
state of utter bliss.

The treatments work in harmony with Living Libations, 
botanical skin care products to balance the body and 
deeply nourish skin.

Moving Seed to Pine Street from its former location 
in her Hurontario home involved some renovations, and 
Gord Jakopcevic of GJ Custom Contracting rose to 
the challenge. Impressed with his team’s can-do attitude, 
Karen and Kevin brought him in for their second home 
renovation. “Whenever we had a request or a change, his 
response was always the same: ‘Yup, no problem. We can 
do that,’ and it was done.”

ABOVE: The quartz-
topped island is a 
gathering spot when 
the couple entertains. 
Its walnut base offers 
a contrast to the white 
cabinets from Wiarton 
Home Hardware. Sliding 
doors lead to the rear 
deck. OPPOSITE: A 
darker quartz was 
used on the perimeter 
counters. When rinsing 
vegetables at the 
undermount sink, the 
window offers a view 
to the backyard. The 
faucet and pendant 
lights are from Georgian 
Design Centre.

“WHENEVER WE HAD A REQUEST OR A
CHANGE, HIS [GORD] RESPONSE WAS ALWAYS
THE SAME: ‘YUP, NO PROBLEM. WE CAN DO
THAT,’ AND IT WAS DONE.”

Continued on page 124
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FAD suggested converting a small, 
two-piece washroom into a walk-in closet 
and a spare bedroom into a larger en suite 
– a transformation that gives their modest 
bungalow a greater sense of space and 
comfort. “I love how the washroom turned 
out,” Karen says. “It’s the spa of the house.” 
With its spacious, bright tub, custom steam 
shower and exposed brick chimney, the new 
en suite embodies relaxation and simplicity.

Both remodelled washrooms feature bold 
but subdued floor tiles – tiles that initially 
brought Kevin some concern. “I like to make 
design choices that stand the test of time, and 
I worried these might eventually be dated.” 
But, noting that the flooring truly brought her 
joy, Karen’s choice made the cut. And, Kevin 
admits, he has fallen for the installed look.

“I LOVE HOW THE WASHROOM TURNED OUT,”
KAREN SAYS. “IT’S THE SPA OF THE HOUSE.”

RIGHT: The guest bathroom has a floating vanity from 
Collingwood Home Hardware. The glass enclosure for the 
shower is from Lawrence Glass & Mirror Ltd. as are the glass 
shelves in the tiled alcove for shampoo and soap. BELOW: 
A guest bedroom is ready for overnight visitors. Bedding 
from Dovetail Interiors. BOTTOM: In the master bedroom, 
essential oils and a diffuser sit on a mid-century side table. 
Pillows and bedding are from Dovetail Interiors.

Continued on page 126

The floating maple vanity in the master en 
suite, from Collingwood Home Hardware, 
allows every inch of the encaustic cement tiles 
to be enjoyed. The black and brass accents 
keep the space sophisticated and serene.
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Compromises are a large part of any home 
renovation, but bringing into their home so 
many elements of Karen’s work at Seed was 
an easy decision for the couple. With a Sauna 
Ray infrared sauna in the office, in-floor 
heat and quiet, simple décor, the couple has 
embraced the in-home spa experience.

Even their beloved Sunny benefits from 
the makeover, as the mudroom includes a 
wash basin built specifically for dog baths. 
Surrounding this counter-height sink are 

built-in cabinets with pull-out drawers 
and cubby spaces, built by Jay McKee 
of McKee Kitchens, with input from 
the Kingsburys. 

Throughout their bright, new space, the 
couple made design and decorating choices 
not based on resale, but on their wants and 
eventual needs. “We really were planning 
for the future with these renovations,” 
says Karen. “We see ourselves living in this 
house forever.”

“WE REALLY WERE  
PLANNING FOR 
THE FUTURE 
WITH THESE 
RENOVATIONS,” 
SAYS KAREN. “WE 
SEE OURSELVES 
LIVING IN THIS 
HOUSE FOREVER.”

TOP: Kevin and Karen frequently use the 
infrared sauna in the office. It helps increase 
oxygen flow and circulation to help rid the 
body of harmful toxins. RIGHT: The office 
is a study in simplicity. The window offers a 
view to the street. Hardwood flooring that 
was laid throughout the main floor is from 
Wiarton Home Hardware. All interior doors 
and trim were painted Benjamin Moore’s 
Polar White.

Continued on page 128

51 Bruce St. S., (TOP OF THE HILL) Thornbury, ON  N0H 2P0
TEL 519.599.5050

custom interiors • upholstery & slipcovers
drapery & blinds • bedding • toss cushions

designer fabrics • custom furniture

705 446 6552
freshdesign@rogers.com 

www.freshdesigninteriors.ca

126  |  ourhomes   M I D - S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

feature



Kevin and Karen were married earlier this 
year at The Tremont Cafe; their small wedding 
party shared post-ceremony refreshments 
in their freshly remodelled home – which 
contractors had just buttoned up the day 
before. Even with that last-minute rush, both 
Kingsburys have no recollection of stress 
leading up to their wedding day.

“We had great contractors, and everything 
went smoothly,” Karen says. “We’re so happy 
for the construction phase to be complete, and 
to simply be here. We love this town, living 
in close connection to nature, the sense of 
community and amazing local businesses and 
restaurants. We feel grateful every day to be 
living in Collingwood.”  OH

TOP RIGHT: The 
mudroom is located 
by the kitchen and has 
access to the garage. 
Cabinets are by McKee 
Kitchens and are 
painted Georgian Bay 
by Benjamin Moore. 
The painting is by 
Jennifer Woodburn. 
RIGHT: The landing 
zone for coats, leashes 
and bags has a walnut 
inset and lots of 
storage for off-season 
items. The stairs lead 
to the garage and the 
lower level.

Sunny is in her favourite 
spot on the back deck. 
Kevin rebuilt the deck with 
composite decking and 
the glass-panelled railings. 

Love sleeping with your  
pets but dislike the mess?
PawPadTM/MC protects your bed covers from:

Shedding Fur      Wet/Muddy Paws      Odour 
Light Incontinence      Accidents & more

Visit us at https://pawpad.company

2 sizes (Full/Queen & King), 3 colours (Taupe, Grey, Navy Blue)

4  U N I Q U E  P R O P E R T I E S

Interior & exterior styling 
Event & holiday styling 

Fashion styling & wardrobing 
Merchandising & visual display 

Staging, home organization & decluttering 
Customized concierge services  

705-446-6022   ellenoelbaum@gmail.com

        @ellen_oelbaum_stylist

Art Furniture Gifts Home Decor Pillows Rugs

54 Hurontario Street, Collingwood  
705-445-0454 www.havencollingwood.com

Online shopping now available.

Kristine A. Loft
BES BAA MCIP RPP
Principal

705.446.1168
LoftPlanning.com
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