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The exterior was given a facelift 
with Maibec wood siding, a 
cantilevered awning and black 
windows all around.

TTogether, they quickly created a hybrid 
lifestyle for their combined family and 
breathed new life into a 49-year-old ski chalet. 
Over seven months in 2017, they chose, bought, 
renovated and moved into their new home. 
During that time, they each ran very busy and 
successful businesses – and got married.

“It was nuts,” Eric recalls. They 
communicated often during the reno, but 
primarily by email and phone. “We knew we 
were in for quite a ride.” 

As owner of Midland’s Lindsay Schultz 
Kitchens & Cabinetry (LSKC), Lindsay 
also orchestrated a business expansion 
during that period.

“We’ve rebranded and moved into a larger 

showroom just two units down,” she says with 
excitement. “We’ve also grown to five full-
time staff members, but we’re still a boutique 
shop with a hands-on team. Our clients 
become like family.”

While Lindsay works with clients to 
create the home of their dreams regardless of 
style, LSKC’s trademark is a modern, relaxed 
cottage approach favouring bright, airy spaces 
with white-on-white textures and layers.

“My husband’s style is more urban 
contemporary, so he had me branching 
out,” says the Georgian Bay boater, who 
loves a great garage sale find. She moved to 
the Oro-Medonte hillside directly from a 
converted century home. Continued on page 34
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THE MARRIAGE OF ERIC VANT SPYKER AND LINDSAY
SCHULTZ CATAPULTED THEM BOTH OUT OF THEIR 
COMFORT ZONES AND INTO A FOREST FIXER
UPPER IN HORSESHOE VALLEY. 

LEFT: Hexagon tiles, surrounded by white oak scraped 
hardwood, lead to the garage. BELOW: This is what you 
see when the front door opens – a smart redesign of the 
staircase, with access to the kitchen on one side, and 
the living room and garage on the other. Hexagon tiles 
also make an appearance in the foyer. It’s a cool theme 
throughout the home. BOTTOM LEFT: Eric Vant Spyker and 
Lindsay Schultz just completed a total renovation of a tired 
ski chalet in Horseshoe Valley. Their new home is now fresh 
and beautifully designed and decorated. 

All the right
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“This is Lindsay’s new experience, being 
away from the water. My new experience is 
the water,” Eric reflects.

A recent convert to the boating life – and 
a fast fan of Georgian Bay sunsets, Eric grew 
up near the land-locked potato farms of South 
Simcoe. As co-owner of Trillium Ford Lincoln 
in Alliston and Shelburne, his pre-marriage 
home was a condo with clean lines and 
one-of-a-kind pieces of art collected on his 
world travels. “I have zero desire to live in a 
cookie-cutter house,” he asserts. “You can’t go 
wrong in this area.”

“Living in the forest is an adjustment,” 
Lindsay concedes. “But it’s a nice central spot 
for work and free time.”

Nature gives the half-acre property its 
magic, but the curb appeal needed a bit of 
help. They re-wrapped the house in Maibec 
wood siding and sandblasted existing cedar 
soffits to expose and seal in their beauty. A 
massive cantilevered awning and symmetrical 
black windows bring the tall, front elevation 
to life, while a misted green front door with 
black hardware provides the welcome.

Eric calls their combined style “soft 
contemporary” and is quite content with the 
results of Lindsay’s efforts.

“I read clients all day long – that’s what I 
do,” she says of the process on this project. “I 
know him and his personality. I also saw what 
he liked in his other home and I wanted this 
place to reflect both our styles.”

When they first walked into the 2,100 
sq. ft. home, they saw beyond the tired 
surface and small rooms. Although they 
generalled the project themselves, Marchand 
Construction Ltd. removed the majority 
of the interior walls, opened up the kitchen, 
reversed the basement stairs to provide better 
access from a new garage door and powder 
room, and re-configured the main staircase 

TOP LEFT: The main-
floor powder room 
has a black platform 
vanity with a round 
white vessel sink and 
a soft, blue hexagon 
backsplash. ABOVE: 
The family room has 
an open gas fireplace. 
They did not want a 
flame locked behind 
tempered glass. Notice 
the hexagon mirror. It’s 
a theme throughout 
the home. The walls are 
painted Witching Hour 
by Benjamin Moore. 
LEFT: When you enter 
the home, you can go 
left towards the family 
room, powder room, 
garage or even up 
the new stairs. 
OPPOSITE: The dining 
room sits between 
the large kitchen 
and family room. 

Continued on page 36

Wal l colour
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(with the help of Barrie Trim & Mouldings 
Inc.) to improve traffic flow and create a high-
impact main entrance. 

The new LSKC kitchen boasts Lindsay’s 
favoured bright, but monochromatic textures. 
White painted cork pendants shine on a large 
island topped by Caesarstone Alpine Mist 
quartz. A sparkling white and grey marble 
backsplash in a chevron pattern complements 
cabinetry fronted with two-tone shaker doors.

While Benjamin Moore’s Chantilly Lace 
and Cosmopolitan are featured colours in the 
kitchen, Essa Painting primarily used Gray 
Owl elsewhere in the house.

To balance the his-and-hers style, a rich 
walnut floating kitchen sink cabinet (also 

LEFT: Lindsay, owner of Lindsay Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry, 
created a spacious kitchen with so many great features, 
including a large island with abundant storage and walnut 
trim to match the floating kitchen sink cabinet. BELOW: This 
stunning walnut cabinet is topped with Caesarstone and has 
a custom iron base. Lindsay designed this beauty and had it 
made to honour Eric’s style. 

Marble chevron tile is used for 
the backsplash on the far wall. A 
stainless steel apron-style range 
hood frames the cooking area. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: Additional 
cabinetry and storage frames a 
bar area just off the kitchen at the 
front of the home. 

Continued on page 38

“I have zero desire to live in a cookie-cutter house,” 
Eric asserts. “You can’t go wrong in this area.”
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supplied and installed by LSKC) with black metal supports by KLH 
Millwright was installed in front of full-length black windows 
opening to the deck.

Wood reappears in an island skirt detail, and in the engineered 
hardwood floor below. The rustic white oak with a matte wire-brush 
finish was supplied by Grand Floors and installed by Labatte’s 
Flooring. Metal repeats in the wrought-iron stair railing, stainless 
range hood and Barber & Haskill appliances.

A contemporary chandelier by LSKC lights the glass-top dining 
room table with a white base and white chairs with woven seats. The 
living room beyond features a unique open burner gas fireplace with a 
black fire box and simple mantel.

“I grew up with wood-burning fires,” Lindsay recounts. “With glass 
in front of a fire, it doesn’t seem real.”

Upstairs, each of Lindsay’s sons has a dedicated space with easy 
access to a spacious “Jack-and-Jack” shared bathroom. The Caesarstone 

LEFT: The master suite upstairs was designed with a 
luxury hotel feel. It’s one large room separated into 
three areas: the bedroom, the dressing room and the 
en suite, which has a vessel tub with a spectacular 
view. ABOVE: The three-quarter walls allow for an 
open and airy feel in the master suite. This is a view 
from the sleeping quarters. BELOW: The double 
vanity sits across from the vessel tub. The shower is 
tucked behind the vanity. 

Continued on page 40

www.SimcoeSolutions.com
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London Grey countertop, double vanity, porcelain flooring and 
glass-fronted shower system were all supplied and installed by 
their Mom’s firm.

The spectacular master suite spans the back of the house. The 
newlyweds vaulted the ceilings and used floating walls to separate the 
faux wood closet cabinetry and bath area without closing them off. The 
result provides a luxurious hotel experience, which was their goal.

“It’s our retreat and where I feel most comfortable,” Lindsay 
says with a smile.

A private, full-length balcony puts them on the level of the forest 
canopy. Their property below backs onto a tree-lined ravine that 
descends to a golf course on one side and the Copeland Forest trails on 
the other – perfect for their shared love of skiing and the outdoors.  OH

The master bedroom is on the far side of the suite. 
Lindsay designed a dressing room with large closets 
with unique storage. She says this floor is their 
sanctuary. They even have a private deck.

“It’s our retreat 
and where I feel 
most comfortable,” 
Lindsay says of 
the master suite.
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