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her husband J have 
taken the phrase “all the 
comforts of home” to a 
whole new level.

The couple, originally from Northern Ontario, 
love to entertain friends and family visiting 
from out of town in their Ottawa area home. 
The couple bought the new build nearly 10 
years ago and it is designed to host a lot of 
people. In fact, Anny says, in recent years the 
family has held several gatherings, attended by 
30 to 60 guests at each. So, with the basement 
still unfinished – one big, open space just 
waiting for their imprint – it made sense to 
create additional areas in which to entertain. 
Plus, to the parents of a pre-teen and a young 
teenager, the timing just seemed right.

“We hoped the boys and their friends 
would see our home as ‘the place to be,’ ” Anny 
says. By creating a place for the younger set 
to congregate, they hoped their sons would 
choose to hang out at home with their friends 
during their downtime from their busy school 
and sports schedule.

Designed for entertaining, all main rooms 
are equipped to handle large gatherings. 
BELOW: With few barriers, the outside 
flows into the home and down to the 
lower level. OPPOSITE: The same stone 
on the floor-to-ceiling fireplace is also 
found both outside and in the basement. 

Continued on page 56
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A few years before, Anny and J created a backyard paradise, with 
a pool area that incorporated a large covered outdoor kitchen. They 
achieved their goal of bringing the indoors outside, but now their vision 
was to have this outdoor area flow back into the house, and from the 
main level proceed downstairs to the basement in order to expand the 
area in which they could entertain. 

“We knew exactly what we wanted and where, we just needed 
someone to bring it to fruition,” Anny says. She and J found a kindred 
spirit in the creative team at Just Basements. This local company, 
owned by Norm Lecuyer, started out nearly 20 years ago with a 
specific focus on basements. Back then, says Norm, his company was 
able to fill a niche in the market; today, his company specializes in 
premium projects that are more design-oriented, averaging in the 
neighbourhood of $100,000. Basements these days, according to Norm, 
are becoming the go-to space in the home.

“There are a lot of reasons for renovating a basement, and it can 
virtually be anything you want. But by starting out with a great design, 
the basements we create add continuity to the home, with the upper 
level flowing to the lower level. You don’t feel like you’ve stepped into 
another house when you enter the basement.”

Just Basements designer Jenny Neilson translated Anny and J’s 
vision onto a 3D floor plan, going through several iterations in order 
to encompass all their requirements. Because the available space was 
a generous 2,000 square feet, there was a lengthy list that included 
a home gym, theatre room, lounge area with built-in wine cellar, a 
two-tiered bar with all the bells and whistles, a guest room and a full 

bath. This made it somewhat of a challenge to include all the elements 
without interfering with the flow or having any one area feel cramped. 

“We really worked at maximizing the use of space,” Jenny says. 
“Every little corner of that basement is used, and everything they 
wanted has been incorporated, without it ever feeling cramped.”

In fact, the space is anything but cramped, flowing effortlessly from 
one area to the next. Curved stairs from the main level descend to the 
lounge area, where the first item to catch your eye is the refrigerated 
wine cellar. Anny and J based the design on one they had seen in the 
Montreal restaurant where they celebrated a wedding anniversary. 
All built-ins throughout the basement, as well as floating shelves 

and cabinetry in the wine cellar, are finished in barn board from 
Atmosphère & Bois. This painstaking attention to detail, such as the 
mitred corners found throughout this level, and the amount of detailed 
finished carpentry, took nearly six months to complete.

Around the corner from the wine cellar is a home gym (Fitness 
Depot) that’s J’s domain: with a hectic schedule that makes it difficult 
to make the trek to the gym, he can squeeze in a workout at will. A glass 
wall installed between the fully-equipped gym and the neighbouring 
lounge defines the area without visually or physically cutting off one 
space from the other. The glass also permits natural light from windows 
located in the home gym to diffuse into the lounge area. 

LEFT: With two barbecues, an 
icemaker and a fully stocked 
outdoor kitchen, the pool area 
is made for entertaining on 
a grand scale. A bathroom, 
inside the structure, is a 
practical solution to wet 
feet trailing water inside. 
ABOVE: Dressed in tones that 
soothe and calm, the lounge 
area in the basement is the 
place to chill.  

Continued on page 60

A jut out is clad in the same 
stone as the upstairs f ireplace.
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The refrigerated wine cel lar 
is faced with contrasting 
grey and brown barn board. 

The homeowners give full credit to Just 
Basements carpenter Jeff Rawlings 
for the creation of their chef d’œuvre 
wine cellar, praising his craftsmanship, 
attention to detail and flexibility in 
making any adjustments if and when 
required. 

613-688-2800
urbanstairs.com
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A wet bar, inconspicuously tucked under the stairs in order to 
maximize every inch of space, is the centrepiece of the lounge. Here, a 
dishwasher, icemaker and two bar fridges are located under a quartz 
countertop from Urban Quarry on one side and on the other, a 
two-tier bar featuring the same quartz as well as a live-edge walnut 
slab from KJP Select Hardwoods. Above, cabinet hardware from 
Deslauriers Custom Cabinets accents ample storage. Natuzzi sofas 
from Hauser offer seating for the flat screen, or while waiting your turn 
at the pool table from Palason Billiards. And just off to one side, an 

adjacent alcove is the site of future poker games, but for now makes a 
cosy reading nook.

While it’s difficult not to ooh and ahh while strolling from area 
to area, the basement’s pièce de résistance is tucked away behind a 
350-pound solid maple barn door, custom designed by Karhu Fine 
Cabinetry & Millwork. Three tiers, spacious enough for seating 
14, are carpeted in cushy broadloom from Westboro Flooring & 
Decor Inc. and rise to the back of this space. Wall sconces, perimeter 
lighting and step lights all combine to create the perfect ambience for 

Continued on page 62

The fully-equipped home gym contains the same 
materials and textures found throughout this level, 
while a glass wall defines the area without cutting it 
off. BELOW: Tucked away by the fireplace, a future 
poker room awaits the perfect table. 
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screening the latest blockbuster on the 120-inch 
screen. Anny says all four members of her family 
are enthusiastic movie buffs and regularly enjoy 
a meal or snack at the barn board counter at 
the back of the room, before curling up in the 
reclining Palliser home theatre seating from 
Dufresne Furniture.

And while the lower level contains a lot of 
elements and opportunity for activity, there’s an 
easy-going, almost Zen-like atmosphere going 
on, perhaps as a result of the neutral colours 
and natural materials. Jenny says designing the 
basement was relatively easy, since Anny and J 
had saved lots of inspiration images. 

In addition to ample storage – including a 
closet especially designed for golf clubs – there’s 
also a full bath with heated flooring and a 
spacious second guest bedroom with cedar walk-
in closet. This last room may have been the only 
design error Anny and J made in their basement 
renovation: because, with all this basement has to 
offer, guests may not want to leave.  OH

LEFT: Maximizing every inch of space, the wet bar is 
tucked under the stairs. BELOW: For the convenience 
of guests staying over in the second guest bedroom or 
friends hanging out on this level, the basement bathroom 
features heated flooring. BOTTOM: The cinema room can 
comfortably seat 14.

The two-tier bar features 
a quartz counter and a 
live-edge walnut slab. 
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