
YYears ago, Victoria and Kent Newton sat in a restaurant with tables 
covered in brown paper and together drew a layout of what they 
considered the ideal family home. That piece of paper is now tucked 
away somewhere in the fully renovated hilltop home they share 
with children Teagan and Brody, and dogs Lucas and Jackson. Their 
vision is now real.
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Sentimental

Victoria, principal of Vantage Point Interiors – Home Staging 
and Design, remembers driving past this house on her daily commute 
in her previous life as a Montessori teacher. “I always loved it because it 
reminded me of Tara from Gone with the Wind, which is one of my favourite 
movies,” she says. The stately home on two acres is located close to the 
highway to make Kent’s commute to his chiropractic office easy. In this 
idyllic setting they often spot deer, rabbits and even the odd coyote, yet 
city life is minutes away.

The home is 40 years old and needed Victoria’s impeccable touch. 
Using that rough design on that brown paper, the Newtons worked 
with Paul Hood of Cornerstone Construction Services Inc. 
and Adam Baguley of Kempenfelt Renovations Inc. to create 
a more modern interior – an open-concept kitchen and family room, 
a large master bath, and a breezeway converted to a large mudroom/
laundry room. The fresh, bright kitchen is definitely the hub. When 
asked what the family’s favourite room is the children pick the family 

Continued on page 54

Victoria Newton has a gift for 
putting together beautiful 
interiors. Here, in the family’s 
kitchen, working with talented 
local trades, Victoria selected 
finishes and furnishings to create 
a space that’s functional, bright, 
beautiful and efficient. BELOW: 
Son Brody, dad Kent, daughter 
Teagan and mom Victoria sit 
in the office on a very special 
sofa that once belonged to her 
grandmother, who used to always 
say “consider yourself kissed” – 
hence the CYK decal on the wall.
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room to the left of the kitchen and the parents choose the delightful 
sunroom to the right. 

The three-season sunroom, with its floor-to-ceiling windows and 
electric fireplace, is the perfect spot for a rainy-day game of checkers 
and Victoria says, “We’re at the cottage in here.” In winter, Victoria 
transforms the closed-off room into Santa’s workshop and the children 
can peer through the french doors from the kitchen to see a small 
Christmas tree and sparkling lights, but in the summer it’s the most-
used room in the house. The patio doors lead out to a stone courtyard 
and pergola nestled under trumpet vines that provide summer shade 
and eye-catching flowers. The completely renovated pool, with several 
modern diving rocks in place of a diving board and lots of comfy seating 
poolside, is the ideal spot for summer fun – the Newtons often host 
family and friends and enjoy entertaining.

The family-oriented kitchen was designed by by Lorelee Legere 
of Norcab Kitchen & Millwork Co. Inc. and features Giallo 
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TOP: The family room is the kids’ favourite place to 
relax.  ABOVE: A sideboard in the dining room receives 
Victoria’s decorating touch. LEFT: The family crest 
Victoria designed is prominent at the end of a main-floor 
hallway leading to the kitchen on the right and dining 
room to the left. OPPOSITE PAGE: The dining table was 
a wedding gift Kent and Victoria gave each other. Guests 
are always asked to sign under the table after dinner.
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lights up when she enters her new, more grown-up bedroom, bathed 
in a colour called Lavendar Lipstick with white accents. Brody’s 
room totally fits his personality and is furnished with Kent’s boyhood 
bedroom furniture. 

 Victoria has put her personal stamp on each room of their home 
with heirloom furniture and sketches and other artwork by Kent. The 
letters CYK, in a decorative font on her office wall, stand for “consider 
yourself kissed,” Victoria’s grandmother’s favourite greeting. The wall 
colours, like Benjamin Moore’s Ballet White in the kitchen and Mount 
Ste. Anne in the living and dining rooms reflect the family’s love for 
nautical-themed décor. All painting was completed by Wil Twynstra 
of Dumex Painting and Nick Adair of Nix Painting.

The master bedroom’s en suite renovation turned wasted space into 
a second closet, spacious tub and a dream shower. Victoria says, “The 
plumber, Brad Wright (Wright’s Plumbing) is so design savvy I 
keep saying he should be a designer. 

The shower enclosure features Bottecino marble subway tiles and 
all the shower controls are from Yorkwest Plumbing Supply Inc. 

Matisse granite counters. The generous kitchen island was constructed 
with convenient slide-out basket drawers for snacks, like apples 
and bananas. The kitchen also features a side servery under a set of 
windows that overlook the backyard. Victoria loves to ring the outdoor 
dinner bell to call the children and dogs out of the forested backyard.

Victoria decided to start professionally staging homes a few 
years ago when friends – who had asked Victoria for staging advice – 
wondered why she wasn’t already doing it as a business. She has a gift 
of looking past a home’s awkward layout or bad paint job to envision 
for the seller how to put the home’s best look forward. Although she 
and Kent have renovated and sold several homes, she says not everyone 
has this vision, and that hiring a qualified staging and design expert is a 
very important tool sellers can use to get top dollar and a quick sale for 
their property. 

The number one piece of advice she gives is to de-clutter and scale 

down: “You’re moving anyway so it makes sense to start packing and 
clear space.” However, she cautions homeowners not to go overboard 
and adds, “Sometimes I have people getting things back out (to display) 
because they have completely de-cluttered and it’s sterile. I’m extremely 
sentimental and I understand that there’s a lot of emotion around 
moving. I’ll tell clients to stage the house around something that’s 
important to them.” 

A perfect example of Victoria’s sentimentality is the dining room 
table, a wedding gift Victoria and Kent gave each other. She explains, 
“When my grandparents had people over for dinner they would sign the 
bottom of their dining table so we’ve been doing the same since we’ve 
been married. My mother-in-law and grandmother have passed away 
but (their signatures) are on the table. I keep thinking I’d like to change 
up the chairs but I could never part with the table.”

Her children appreciate her work. Eight-year old Teagan’s face 

The sunroom is Victoria and Kent’s favourite 
room. It’s nostalgic and beachy and looks out 
into the beautiful backyard.

The Newtons transformed the backyard pool 
area, creating a summer destination the whole 
family enjoys. ABOVE: The mudroom/laundry 
room is huge and has a convenient door that 
leads to and from the backyard.

Continued on page 60
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The master bedroom upstairs has 
a walkout to a private deck and a 
newly renovated en suite.
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The elegant custom vanity, created as a joint 
project between Victoria and Lorelee Legere 
of Norcab Kitchen and Millwork Co. Inc., 
features Calacatta marble completed by 
Keystone Granite Design. Vanity faucets 
are from Bathworks. 

 The heated floors provide winter comfort. 
Tile is from Gianni’s Tile Gallery. Les 
Courts of Earth Electric installed all 
sconces and chandeliers and Victoria says he 
was an absolute perfectionist and great to 
work with.

Now that “Tara” is hers and the renovations 
are completed, Victoria intends to keep 
growing her staging business but also move on 
to the next challenge — getting a pilot’s licence 
and taking her love of all things nautical up to 
the aeronautical realm to perhaps see her home 
from a whole new perspective.  OH

LEFT: Brody is lucky to have Dad’s boyhood furniture 
to enjoy. BELOW: Teagan loves the colour of her 
walls, - Lavender Lipstick by Benjamin Moore. 
BOTTOM: The basement has a home theatre with a 
bar for family and friends to enjoy.
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