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Leigh Currie can clearly accomplish anything she sets out to do. 
There’s such a sense of determination surrounding the owner of 
Urban Design Company as she effortlessly juggles her Manotick 

business, five children – including two under three years old – dogs, 
cats (both indoor and barn) and her equestrian estate.
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environment

So it shouldn’t come as any surprise that, 
under her hand, the 50-plus acre property was 
practically built from the ground up and that, 
with the exception of two existing houses, 
none of the barns, outbuildings, sand rings or 
paddocks existed five years ago. Nor did the 
fully-landscaped 5,000 sq. ft. home that’s the 
centrepiece of the estate.

Leigh says she first came across the 
original 25-acre parcel while driving around 
the Osgoode area. She bought that property, 
mostly hayfield and containing a small Cape 
Cod house and a small four-stall barn, and 
when the neighbouring property went up for 
sale about six months later she purchased it as 
well. At just over 25 acres, the second parcel 
contained its own bungalow as well.

The combined land now totalled just over 
50 acres for her future equestrian estate and 
for the next 18 months, Leigh worked on 

Continued on page 75

This 5,000 sq. ft. home is the centrepiece of a 50-plus acre 
equestrian estate in Osgoode. TOP: The homeowner designed 
every last detail, including this barn. MIDDLE: The property also 
includes an indoor 80-by-200 foot laser-levelled arena. OPPOSITE: 
Tate peeks out of his stall, one of 11 stalls in the main barn. 
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designing everything from scratch. Among 
the blueprints and drawings were plans for 
a multigenerational house, where her family 
and her parents could live under one roof. The 
two-storey modern farmhouse was designed 
by Leigh with the architectural drawings 
drafted by David Bekkers.

“It was an attempt to put us all under 
one roof and it gave my children a chance 
to get to know their grandparents better,” 
she chuckles. “It’s been such an eye-opening 
experience for us, it’s such a beautiful place 
and we’ve been so lucky to be here.”

Guests enter the home by first following a 
long walkway, bordered by lush landscaping 
on either side, that hugs the full-width 
front porch. An oversize solid walnut front 
door opens to reveal a spacious foyer. Leigh 
designed the door herself, which was crafted 
by Amberwood Doors Inc.

Inside, with an upscale yet welcoming 
ambience, the home contains six bedrooms 
and four-and-a-half baths for this blended 
family. Two master bedrooms, one located on 
the main level and the other on the upper level, 
each contain their own en suite. Two other 

bedrooms on the upper level have their own en 
suites as well while a fourth full bath is located 
in the basement. For Leigh, the open concept 
was an important design consideration.

“I wanted to be able to keep an eye on the 
kids at all times,” she laughs.

To one side of the foyer is a passageway 
containing coat closets, access to a spacious 
powder room and further down, a large 
mudroom with perimeter bench seating and a 
ceramic tiled dog shower (all tile throughout 
the home is by Dominic Flynn of Urban 
Design Company).

The kitchen was designed by the homeowner 
as a gathering place for her family as well as 
to host large gatherings during the holidays. 
OPPOSITE TOP: At the heart of the kitchen 
is an oversized island with Calacatta marble 
top. BOTTOM LEFT: Bordered by lush 
landscaping, a flagstone walkway leads to the 
wide front porch.

A large deck 
for entertaining 
transitions to the 
in-ground pool area. 

Continued on page 77
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Beyond the foyer, the height of the two-storey great room is the first 
feature that catches the eye. Drawing the eye up, weathered beams from 
The Wood Source Inc. straddle the ceiling, from which a Restoration 
Hardware wheel spoke pendant hangs. 

The stone feature wall, with a full height fireplace, offers views of 
the backyard and pool area through the Anderson windows, purchased 
from Bowen Windows, with barn board lintels. The great room is 
open to above, where a catwalk runs the perimeter of this room, leading 
off to the bedrooms. 

The same beams are used for decorative effect in the ceiling of the 
kitchen, where there’s no shortage of workspace.

“I wanted lots of space but I wanted it to be functional as well,” 
Leigh says. “I started off with an oversize island, with a Calacatta 
marble slab. Workspace was a big consideration, because my idea 
was this would be the family gathering place, where we would spend 
most of our time.”

“I wanted 
lots of 
space but 
I wanted 
it to be 
functional 
as well.” 

A dog shower 
is practical ly a 
necessity in a 
rural setting. 

TOP AND MIDDLE: The spacious mudroom provides ample storage 
in a sophisticated setting. ABOVE: The Penguin Library wallpaper, 
by upmarket Osborne & Little, adds a quirky touch to the main 
floor powder room. OPPOSITE: Adjoining the spacious kitchen and 
eating area, the two-storey great room, with a stone feature wall, is 
open to above. 

Continued on page 78
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LEFT: The natural element of this barn board wall 
creates calm in the upper level master bedroom. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Black slate sits atop twin vanities. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: A claw-foot Roxborough tub by 
Victoria + Albert and a spacious step-in shower are 
located in the second floor master en suite. 

The Downsview Kitchen, by Astro 
Design’s Dean Large in collaboration 
with Leigh, is a chef’s dream, with enough 
appliances, all from Universal Appliances, 
to put together a holiday feast for the largest 
gathering. Crowned by a black and stainless 
hood vent, a Wolf dual oven range holds 
centre court amid the Caesarstone countertop 
running the perimeter of this area. There’s 
also Bosch integrated dual dishwashers, a 
Sub-Zero full-size fridge as well as a Sub-Zero 
full-size freezer, while the pantry, tucked 
around the corner, holds an additional Wolf 
wall oven (bringing the total to three), a Wolf 
microwave and a GE Monogram fridge-freezer 
combo. It’s spacious enough to accommodate 
an extended family for special occasions. 
In fact, Leigh says, the 10-foot table can be 
extended with two additional leaves and can 
easily seat 14 people comfortably. Yet at the 
same time, the kitchen and adjacent eating 
area is warm and inviting, the kind of space 
that tempts you to linger long after a meal.

Continued on page 80

www.urbandesigncompany.ca

5532 Manotick Main St. Manotick, ON
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The home throughout is decorated 
with artwork, unique accessories and 
décor from Leigh’s store. Furnishings, 
both elegant and homey at the same 
time, are via Cadieux Interiors, EQ3 
and Urban Design Company  – yet, 
surprisingly, there are no horseshoe 
door knobs, no horse blanket throws, 
no signs of equestrian motifs of any kind 
here. “I know what this is and where 
I am,” laughs Leigh. “All I have to do is 
look out the window to know this is 
an equestrian estate, I don’t need any 
horseshoes on the walls.”

The only exception can be found 
in the form of an equestrian print, 
upstairs in the master bedroom where 
a sanctuary has been created for Leigh 
and Dominic. Spacious, light-filled 
from the many windows and dressed 
in calm and neutral colours, it’s the 
perfect getaway. OH

TOP: Looking down over the great room, the second level leads off to two 
secondary bedrooms, as well as one of two master bedrooms with en suites 
found in the home. ABOVE: This large secondary bedroom contains its 
own en suite.

Al l lighting 
f ixtures 
throughout the 
home are by 
Restoration  
Hardware.

Third World Bazaar
—  c o l o u r f u l  h a n d c r a f t e d  g o o d s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  —

— S E V E N  w E E k E N d S  o N l y ! —

15th Year Operating in Manotick Station!

Friday to Sunday —  10AM to 5PM

Visit our barn in Manotick Station, which has been transformed 
into a Third world Marketplace. Shop for carpets, furniture, 

jewellery, masks, and exotic home decor items from countries that 
our family have purchased directly from local producers. 

6110 Mitch owens drive, ottawa
Located 5 minutes south of the Ottawa Airport 
in Manotick Station (next to Bakker’s General Store)www.ThirdworldBazaar.ca

Unique Gifts at Warehouse Prices!

September 28th, 29th, 30th

October 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th (Thanksgiving)  

October 12th, 13th, 14th

October 19th, 20th, 21st

October 26th, 27th, 28th

November 2nd, 3rd, 4th

November 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th (Mon.) 

ThirdWorldBazaar_WOPR18.indd   1 2018-07-31   11:51 AM

An enclave of ten homes designed by Ottawa’s 
premiere architect, Hobin Architecture, and 
constructed by the city’s leading green builder, 
Farmside Green is a R-2000 development. Featuring 
six semi-attached homes and four singles homes

Call:     613-523-8598
info@rndconstruction.ca
www.rndconstruction.ca

A Leader in Energy-Efficient and 
Environmentally Friendly Homes

To reserve your lotTo reserve your lotTo reserve your lot
only 5 units remain

613.325.2468 
www.valiadesign.ca

interior design   new construction 
renovations   project management

Book your  

free in-home  

consultation!
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