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The original Riverhouse was a'charming little cabin buﬂﬁ =D
in 1899, when Norval was a bustling town, and Lucy=s==

Maud Montgomery came to visit. The héme changed
hands and underwent renovations over the years, but
its environmentiis still serene, with deer rambling across
the lawn.and herons soaring'in the sky.
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DRAWN TO THE LAND, the Credit
River and the sweeping vistas, homeowners
Mo and Julie Solomon purchased the home
from the Bryant family, 25-year stewards
of the property.
Advertised as a handyman's special,
the tired home needed a lot of work. The
Solomons decided to make the space liveable
for themselves and their three children, with
aplan to rebuild in the next five years. The
five-year plan turned to 12 when life, budgets
and building applications got in the way.
Through working with environmentalist
David Suzuki, they learned Mike
Holmes was building custom homes,
and hired Holmes Custom Homes to
manage the rebuild in 2010. Though the
existing home could not be salvaged, a new
sustainable design was created by Francis
Lapointe of Lapointe Architects and
approved with the help of the Credit Valley
Conservation Authority.  Continued on page 80
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TOP: The rooftop space provides
breathtaking views. CIRCLE: Vintage
touches add whimsy. LEFT: The backyard
oasis is a retreat from busy day-to-day
responsibilities. ABOVE: Raised garden
beds are a grower’s delight. OPPOSITE:
This serene setting is just steps

from the home.
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feature

Today, a meandering driveway leads
visitors to a private, cottage-like setting.
There’s not a neighbour to be seen, and
with the land protected, there never will
be. Nestled within a beautiful bend in the
river, Riverhouse is tucked among 1.9 acres of
land and more than 300 feet of Credit River
frontage with riparian rights.

Built to be a “near net-zero” home, the
new structure is flood-proof and made to
withstand the elements. The sustainable design
incorporates passive cooling, recycled and
reclaimed building materials and rugged local
finishes that reflect the natural surroundings.

The modern-meets-cottage aesthetic of
the 2,500 sq. ft. home includes 1,000 square
feet of rooftop space with gardens and a
screened-in room. With three bedrooms,
spa-like baths, a detached garage, a concrete
saltwater pool, temperature controlled
wine cellar, in-floor hydronic heating and
a Swedish wood stove, the home is an
oasis in the city. Despite its cottage-like
surroundings, the home is conveniently
located five minutes from the GO station and
three minutes to grocery stores, restaurants
and many of the amenities that come
with City hViI‘lg. Continued on page 82
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The kitchen plan and its flow was
carefully thought out, as the couple
enjoys cooking. Colour and texture
add detail and create an end result
that's beautiful and functional.
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feature

ABOVE: Wall-to-wall sliding doors create a solarium-style retreat for dining. ABOVE RIGHT: The flow
of the home maximizes the energetic sightlines. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: A lack of window treatments
allow for unencumbered views. TOP RIGHT: Cosy yet functional furnishings welcome relaxation.
BOTTOM LEFT: The resort-like setting is a wonderful backdrop for entertaining or relaxing. BOTTOM
RIGHT: Rough-hewn Douglas fir beams add warmth and dimension.
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The couple were involved every step of
the way, from design to completion. “We
loved choosing every light fixture, door knob,
furnishings, bathroom vanities, faucets and
paint colours; all the little details that make a
house a home,” says Julie. They worked closely
with DV Kitchens in Oakville to create a
dream area. “They allowed us time and space
to physically walk out our kitchen plan,” says
Julie. “We both love to cook, and the flow of
the kitchen was paramount.” Simple, white
shaker-style cabinetry is offset with traces of
French influence to add detail, especially on
the light-blue peninsula. Caesarstone counters
allow the chefs du jour to move hot pans from
oven to counter without the fear of damage.
Here, function meets beauty.

The kitchen layout seamlessly integrates
a Wolf gas stove and oven, electric oven,
Miele dishwasher, commercial-style
Sub-Zero fridge and an appliance garage.

Mo designed the Vent-A-Hood cover to
mirror the other Douglas fir elements found
throughout the home.

Sliding-glass doors and windows from
top-to-bottom create a seamless flow between
indoors and out. Heated polished-concrete
floors allow the dogs and grandchildren to go
in and out without a care.

Rough-hewn Douglas fir beams add
warmth and dimension. Douglas fir accents
can be found throughout, from the dramatic
front door with its bronze colonnade handle
to the custom media room shelving and a
staircase crafted from rough-hewn beams.

Continued on page 84
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Warin WMHW is H\e ‘a@nC@oJC
time to Jine a? fresco.

The home is sustainable and eco-friendly wherever possible,
a cornerstone of Francis's work. The sun-filled home is light and
bright, thanks to a passive solar design that utilizes southern
exposure throughout.

“Mike Holmes insisted on using an outstanding company
for our septic system, and we have been so happy,” says Julie.
“He builds with such high standards.” The computerized
system is remotely monitored and serviced twice a year. It’s
details like this that elevate the home. “Although septic systems
sound like a country thing, it is a non-issue for our Mike
Holmes custom home.”

The couple wanted a low-maintenance, worry-free design.
Francis incorporated elements like the galvanized 100-year roof,
and rooftop gardens where the family can grow vegetables - a
garden that would otherwise be a buffet for the local furry
fellows at ground level. = continued on page 86
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DESIGN

ABOVE: The bedroom opens onto the rooftop. LEFT: A built-in workstation . .
helps maximize space. BELow: Bunk beds ars a great space saver and offer It’s Fall! Turn over a new leaf and let your true colours shine through. Call Budget Blinds today!

plenty of space for the grandkids to sleep over. BELOW RIGHT: A vanity
and makeup station by the window make use of the natural light. We're Budget Blinds, and we're North Ca" now for your free in'home Consultation!

America's #1 provider of custom window

coverings. We do it all for you; design, Buy More’ Save More

measure and install — because we think

everyone, at every budget, deserves style, 25'50% SaVi ngS

service, and the peace-of-mind of the best on selected Signature Series Products

warranty in the business.
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Style and service for every budget,® Blinds ¢ Shutters ¢ Shades ® Drapes e Home Automation
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*Applies to selected window treatments from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At
participating franchises only. ©2019 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

WWW.BUDGETBLINDS.COM
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“It was our job to make every space, indoors and out, a place that
invites all who come to relax, enjoy and feel like they are on vacation
somewhere far away from the bustling world,” says Julie.

“It's a hidden gem; really hidden in a little valley smack in the middle
of a bustling world. And yet our vista is huge, and we swim, hot tub,
barbecue or stargaze in our own little sanctuary.”

When it came time to consider selling their custom dream home,
Mo and Julie enlisted the services of James Hodgins of Hodgins
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Mltiple zones oMe space to
spread out, especially when company is coming.

LEFT: A screened-in room extends living space
no matterthe weather. BELOW LEFT: The use
of glass instead of railings makes the most of
breathtaking views. =

Realty Group. James assisted them in buying the original property.
His boutique brokerage was a great fit, as they also specialize in
riverfront properties and luxury custom homes. James describes

the property as “a natural evolution for city dwellers who want
tranquil, peaceful living, but dor't want to compromise their
lifestyle or proximity to amenities and downtown access.” This
riverside retreat strikes just the right balance. It’s the best of

both worlds. on
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Our Doors
Open Eyes.

Introducing Unitech’s
Contemporary Collection of
fibreglass entry doors. Modern,
stylish and in demand. It fits the

modern home and your style.

i UNITECH

EXTERIOR DOORS

Visit Unitech’s showroom or
website for the latest door ideas.
Showroom: 260 Jevlan Drive,

Woodbridge
www.unitechdoors.com

905.856.5290
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