
GGlen and Claire MacMullin live in a custom 
home that may very well be a fantasy for many 
people: high style and zero clutter. Here’s 
something to consider, it’s been designed to 
neatly accommodate a family of four.

Glen, who works in real estate, and his wife Claire, purchased this Westboro lot 
in 2009, had a brand new home built and moved in during August 2010. Their former 
residence was also custom built in the Glebe. 

Their feeling was that if they were building new, it had to look new. It was never 
a question that the Westboro home was also going to be a contemporary design. 
“We both like low-clutter, no stuff, so it’s just a logical conclusion,” says Claire. 

Architect Christopher Simmonds led the process for this home, but the couple 
already knew exactly what they wanted going into it. “Because we’d built before, 
we knew what we did and didn’t want,” says Claire. 

Layout and design decisions often come from real-life experience and this was 
exactly the case for the MacMullin family. Functionality and flow were top-of-mind 
when it came to designing the new floor plan. They were determined to remedy some 
issues they had in their Glebe home. 

“With the first house we built what looks good, and in the second we built what 
looks good as well as what is functional,” says Glen. “In our last house we didn’t 
have a proper mud room. The front hall was always full of book bags, coats, boots. 
It never looked nice,” he adds. 
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Function and form come together to create the perfect family 
kitchen. RIGHT: The gas fireplace separates the kitchen 
from the living room. BELOW RIGHT: The spacious kitchen is 
modern, yet warm and inviting.

36  o u r h o m e s  f a l l  2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s  f a l l  2 0 1 3  37

f e a t u r e



They remedied this issue in their new home with a basement entry 
and plenty of organized storage. Now, it’s much easier to put those extras 
away and keep them out of sight. The couple gave a lot of thought about 
how they wanted to use their space. 

“We knew we were going to spend 90 per cent of our awake time in 
the kitchen and living room,” says Glen. “So, we wanted the kitchen to be 
really nice and big and cool with bar stools. We wanted the living room 
to be nice and big with a TV and a fireplace.”

Here’s a tip: measuring existing furniture for a new space is always 
a good idea. The MacMullins had all the dimensions they needed, so 
they were able to design with these in mind. At one point they asked 
the architect to add three inches to the master bedroom to better 
accommodate their furnishings. It pays to stay on top of the process. 

Glen and Claire’s wish list also included high ceilings, a second-floor 
laundry room and a basement family room, but as with many families, the 
kitchen was one of their top priorities. Most importantly, the vision for 
their new space included a large island with plenty of seating. 

The kitchen is a stunning example of where function and form 
intersect. White Corian® counters offset chic dark cabinets from Potvin 
Kitchen and Trim and a Wolf stove and microwave, as well as a Viking 
fridge and dishwasher, are perfectly integrated into the design. A sleek 

ABOVE LEFT: A spot for Claire 
to relax with a book shelf that 
can be seen from the street. 
ABOVE: Claire’s reading space 
sits next to the dining area. 
RIGHT: The sweeping glass 
staircase, statement light, and 
artwork create a clean, artistic 
entrance.

BELOW: The dining area is set for dinner with flowers 
from Tivoli Florist. BOTTOM: Claire and Glen relax on 
their large sofa in the spacious living room.

Continued on page 40
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induction cooktop and streamlined vent by Gaggenau (Universal 
Appliances) add to the modern esthetic and a double-bowl undermount 
sink makes for easy cleanup.

Another must-have missing in their former home was a pantry. “We 
had loads of cupboards, but no pantry,” says Claire. “And no place to put 
the vacuum,” adds Glen. 

It’s amazing how once clutter is swept away, the elegance of 
everything else shines. Glen and Claire are big fans of Roche Bobois, a 
French furniture store (the closest one is in Montreal) that specializes in 
contemporary décor. Their living room sofa – sourced from Roche Bobois 
– adds drama to the spacious room. No need for extra embellishment; it 
speaks for itself. 

Sweeping dark oak was the choice of flooring throughout the home, 
but a well-placed area rug defines the space in the living room. 

The couple opted out of the traditional living room/family room duo 
that is common in many floor plans. On the main floor, it’s just a living 
room. It features a big TV for family viewing (the cords are smartly hidden 
away), as well as a spectacular view of the outdoor swimming pool. 
Few people believed they could actually fit a pool in the backyard, but 
the couple agrees that it was one of the best decisions they made. They 
planned it out very early in the process, and although the backyard is 
relatively small, the pool uses the available space in the best way possible. 

TOP: The master bedroom is relaxing and clutter-free. TOP RIGHT: This 
walk-in shower is beautifully designed. ABOVE RIGHT: Unique side-by-
side sinks are ideal for the couple. ABOVE: The daughter’s room boasts 
a picture of London streets.
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Landscaping work included a retaining wall as well as an integrated 
barbeque. The pool and landscaping was completed by Floral Design 
Landscaping and Nursery Inc.

One of the most visually pleasing parts of the main living area is a 
bright corner between the kitchen and dining room that faces the street. 
Surrounded by large windows (Centennial Glass Depot), a single 
recliner offers a lovely spot for reading under a tall pile of books (which 
can actually be seen from the road). The book tower is actually a shelf 
and offers a practical and eye-catching solution for all kinds of living 
spaces – big or small. But as it turns out, this little corner is seldom used. 

“I love reading,” says Claire. “And I thought this was going to be my 
space and that I was going to spend all of my time here. I love the idea of 
sitting here, but I never get to it,” she laughs.  OH

LEFT: The stunning 
facade of the home 
shows the large 
glass windows from 
Centennial Glass Depot. 
BELOW: The backyard 
pool was a must for 
this family.
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