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In the close-knit community of Thornbury, 
updating and renovating one of the town’s most 
recognizable 1917 landmark homes is done with 
many eyes watching in anticipation.

The large back patio has 
ample room for both a sitting 
and eating area. Striped 
rug and hurricane lanterns 
sourced at Baywood Designs.
OPPOSITE: The original 
south exterior wall was left 
exposed in the back entry 
when a garage, workroom 
and upper bedrooms were 
added to the home. 
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WWhen Marlene Peters and Brian Wilson 
bought the Bruce Street home in 2012, an 
extensive renovation had already brought the 
home up to impeccable condition. “The master 
bedroom is in the incredible round tower – it’s 
like a childhood dream of living in a castle 
– I couldn’t resist,” says Marlene as her eyes 
twinkle while she looks around the room. “It’s 
been an immense pleasure to live in a home 
with so much history.”

The couple have added their own layer 
of history to the property by purchasing the 
adjoining lot. They put in a beautiful pool 
(maintained by Thornbury Clear Choice 
Pools & Spas) and Brian built a spacious 
pool house to offer privacy from the street. 
They joined forces with daughter and interior 
design consultant Lindsay Herbert, whose 
store front Baywood Designs is two blocks 
down Bruce Street. Lindsay’s decorating taste 
and her mother’s imaginative flair have made 
for a stunning collaboration. So stunning, in 

fact, that an offer came in this spring to buy the 
property that the couple couldn’t refuse; this 
will be their final summer to enjoy the space.

The original turreted red brick was 
designed and built in 1917 by Harold and Eva 
Pedwell. Harold was one of three sons of local 
lumber baron and Thornbury mayor Henry 
Pedwell, who had built the home across the 
street, now incorporated into Errinrung 
Residence Retirement Living and Long Term 
Care, where you can still see its Victorian 
tower. Each Pedwell son built a house on 
Bruce and Alice Streets sporting Victorian 
towers, and father Henry built a second house 
next door. The group of five homes is known 
as the Pedwell Block. 

Dr. Emerson Titcombe purchased the 
house in 1946 and ran his practice out 
of the lower level until the 1980s. Many 
Thornbury residents remember descending 
the stairs to see the doctor for a cough, spots, 
stitches or a needle. 

TOP LEFT: One of 
five turreted early 
20th-century homes 
on this block of 
Thornbury, much of 
the character has 
been preserved, 
including the 
stacked-stone knee 
wall and pillars at 
the front. ABOVE: 
The owner’s 
granddaughter 
(centre) and friends 
leap into the 
sparkling pool that 
was put in after the 
owners purchased 
the adjacent lot.
FAR LEFT: Colourful 
baskets line the 
wrought iron fence.
LEFT: Marlene Peters 
(left) and Lindsay 
Herbert (centre) 
enjoy cupcakes 
from Thornbury 
Bakery with Lindsay’s 
daughter, Adel, and 
neighbouring friends.           
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Between Dr. Titcombe and the present 
owners, the house was completely renovated. 
The renovation preserved details of the 
original features, including the treads of the 
staircase, which are cleverly integrated with 
new flooring in both stain and texture. The 
front door, with its full glass, dates back to the 
builder of 1917 and the stacked-stone wall that 
surrounds much of the property hails from 
that time, also. 

The renovation added many features, all 
with impeccable attention to detail. The 
coach house was dismantled and each brick 
carefully cleaned to be used for a garage and 
upper-level addition that almost doubled 
the square footage of the house. The exposed 
brick of the original exterior wall marks the 
division between the old and the new. Each 
bedroom, of which there are now five, has 
its own beautifully-appointed en suite and 
the lines of the ceilings are angled to parallel 
the rooflines. The master bedroom above 
the rounded sitting room has a huge walk-in 
closet and a magnificent bathroom. During 
the renovation, the basement was dug out to a 
depth of nine feet. Every room, including those 
in the basement and the attached workshop, 
has in-floor heating. 

FAR LEFT: Built-in 
cabinetry in the 
round sitting 
room displays the 
owner’s collection of 
old cameras.
LEFT: Herbert used 
milk paint to enhance 
an old window frame 
to use as a mirror in 
the media room.
BELOW: The sitting 
room ceiling was 
recessed to allow a 
pair of hanging brass 
fixtures found at a 
cathedral in Havana.

TOP LEFT: Red flannel bedding and 
a reclaimed wood lingerie chest 
from Baywood Designs warm up a 
guest room. MIDDLE LEFT: A guest 
room with a green Jaipur rug opens 
out to a covered balcony. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Laundry isn’t a chore in this 
convenient, upper-level room. 
LEFT: An antique sewing machine 
still conducts occasional repairs 
in the laundry room. ABOVE: The 
gorgeous dark wood stairs connect 
the upper addition with the lower. An 
old chair gets new life with milk paint 
and a flouncy skirt.
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An interest in lighting is apparent in this 
renovation. The hanging fixtures and sconces 
include a Schonbek, bearing a certificate of 
authenticity, many Swarovskis featuring 
sparkling crystals and, in one bedroom, even 
Swarovski crystal drawer pulls. Two brass 
fixtures from a Cuban cathedral in Havana 
hang in the living room, where the ceiling was 
deepened just around the two lights to add 
enough height for people to pass under them. 
Although all the fixtures are unique, they add 
to the rooms rather than overpower them. 

 “We are so impressed with the quality of 
the renovation and the detail in every room,” 
says Marlene. Lindsay updated wall colours, 

using Gray Owl in all the halls and Sea Haze 
in the living room, sourced at Birch and 
Benjamin Paint Inc. Jim Keast Painting 
worked with Brian to do the painting. Marlene 
found a slipcover sofa at Terase Art and 
Home and a checkered chair at At Home 
Interiors. Baywood Designs provided a Jaipur 
rug for the living room, slipcovers for the 
dining room chairs and cushions and finishing 
touches throughout the house. 

Brian is a furniture designer, 
cabinetmaker and carpenter and his 
attractive pieces are seen throughout the 
house. Fine examples such as the dining room 
sideboard and serving piece and the master 

bedroom desk show his wonderful detail. 
The kitchen was redone by Appleton 

Kitchens during the earlier renovation. 
Marlene and Brian approached Appleton 
to add similar cabinets in the breakfast 
area, where they also built in a wine fridge 
(all appliances sourced at Macdonald’s 
Brandsource Home Furnishings). A rustic 
wooden breakfast bar was completed by 
Brian with legs created by Skot Lawrence 
of Desiron. A door in this room leads out to 
an original raised stone patio with a small 
table. Surrounded by colourful plantings, 
it is an ideal place to enjoy breakfast or a 
mid-morning break.

BELOW: Brian Wilson built the dining 
room sideboard. A vase of corks 
has been collected by the owners. 
RIGHT: A sparkling chandelier lights 
up the dining table. Seat cushions 
and slipcovers by Baywood Designs.

LEFT: Glass-fronted 
cabinets in the bright 
kitchen display the 
owners’ glassware. 
BELOW RIGHT: 
The owners created 
this breakfast nook 
with a slab of wood 
found in the garage 
and iron legs added 
by Desiron. BELOW 
LEFT: The balcony 
off the guest room 
sits above a curved 
raised patio off 
the kitchen. 
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Marlene and Brian have lived in many 
places from Newfoundland to Halifax to 
Calgary and beyond. The artwork in each 
room reflects these areas; some pieces 
striking and bold, others are whimsical and 
yet others have a primitive style. Each piece 
complements the tones of the house and adds 
another eclectic element to the rooms.

Outside, the major plantings, stone 
pathways and patio were completed by 
Garden Holistics Inc. It is a beautiful 
area, peaceful and natural in its finishing 
touches and colours.

The Pedwell family and Dr. Titcombe 
would be pleased to see how beautifully 
the original home has been enhanced. With 
Baywood Designs’ décor guidance, the home is 
an incredible showpiece that will endure for 
the people of Thornbury to admire.  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
At Home Interiors • Baywood Designs • Birch and Benjamin Paint Inc. • Desiron • 

Garden Holistics • Goldsmith’s Orchard Market • Jim Keast Painting • Macdonald’s 

Brandsource Home Furnishings • Paperwhite Flowers • Terase Art and Home • 

Thornbury Bakery • Thornbury Clear Choice Pools & Spas

ABOVE: A champagne bubble bath is ready in the 
spacious master en suite. Double vanities and a glass-
walled shower add to the luxury. FAR RIGHT: The 
master suite features ample custom storage in the 
walk-in closet. RIGHT: The round master bedroom 
in the home’s large turret is lit by a brass chandelier. 
Floorlamp from Baywood Designs.
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