
CCheryl Krismer and John Korzeniewski 
figure living in the former Anglican church 
in Hawkestone was meant to be, especially 
since they found the listing the day it 
became an official listing on MLS.

Cheryl explains, “We came and looked at it three days later. The real estate 
agent said the Anglican church is taking offers in two days,” adding, “By the 
way you can’t make it into a house because there isn’t enough land to install a 
septic because the property is tiny.”

The property is a small triangle. “We had three days to figure out how to 
make it work so we started doing research,” says Cheryl. “We came across a 
septic system that is a vertical system.” 
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Cheryl and John sit 
on the porch of their 
home with Axel, their 
Border Collie and 
Lee, their Greyhound.
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Cheryl is an Interior Designer and owner of 
Crayon Design Co., a Toronto firm in business for 
35 years and counting. As a veteran in the field of 
interior design, she finds solutions to obstacles. 
John is a furniture maker and carpenter, so 
together they envisioned the potential in this 
stunning historical church. They took possession 
11 years ago on the August long weekend and 
enjoyed Christmas in their new ethereal space. 
“We lucked out on a few things with timing and 
worked with all local trades,” says Cheryl. “We 
also had an aggressive timeline.”

“The first weekend we had it, we probably 
had 10 people stop in to ask about the pews.” 
They decided to sell them Sunday morning. 
“It was crazy,” she remembers. “Suddenly 
people got word and at 8:30 a.m. people were 
knocking on the doors.” Within three hours 
all the pews were gone. 

John says, “One of the coolest things was 
when the pews were all out we could see the 
floors. There were worn areas in the back 
rows. I guess they were the popular seats.” 
They discovered the floors were built with 
varying types of wood. Believed to be built 
in 1906, Cheryl imagines a local barn-raising 
type of day where locals came together 
and created the structure that now houses 
their eclectic home.

The church was transformed based on the 
idea that this was going to be a cottage. “The 
kids were cross country skiing and racing at 
a high level, provincial and also at national 
level so when they went into high school we 
sat them down and asked if they wanted to go 
to high school in Orillia or Toronto, and they 
picked Orillia.” John’s workshop is here and 
Cheryl commutes to Toronto. 

“I would never let my clients 
use marble. But it’s part of 
the character, chips and al l,” 
says Cheryl.

LEFT: The kitchen sits on 
what used to be the altar. The 
original stained-glass window 
inspired the chartreuse 
cabinetry. OPPOSITE: 
The vastness and history 
of the open space called 
for furniture true to the 
provenance, era and spirit of 
the building. Cheryl and John 
purchased the display hutch 
and chairs at auction, while 
the dining room table was 
custom built.
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They immediately had 
Sherwood Contracting 
& Excavating waterproof 
all of the weeping tiles on the 
exterior of the building. 

The basement was also one 
of the first areas they conquered. 
“It was a disaster, the floor was 
heaved and cracking and there was 
mud and water,” John remembers. “The 
windows were rotted out and the walls were 
covered in concrete and old wood panelling.” 
Lava stone hydronic flooring from Ciot was 
installed to help with heating and new high 
performance Loewen windows, from Orillia 
Glass & Mirror Ltd., were installed to assist 
with insulation.

The lower level now boasts four bedrooms 
and the main bathroom. After some very 
creative thought and hard labour, the 
bedrooms are reminiscent of cosy cottage 
rooms. Half-log pine siding by Barrie Trim 
& Mouldings Inc. on the walls completes 
the earthy feel. All walls were painted with 
organic milk paint in white. The “Holy, Holy, 
Holy” bookshelf hanging over the guest 
bedroom came from the church’s altar while 
the headboard is the choir railing.

The spa-like bathroom with a walk-in 
shower (tiles from Olympia Tile and Ciot, and 
doors from Orillia Glass & Mirror Ltd.) has 
a seamless floor, all due to Cheryl’s planning. 
Marble tops adorn vanities and eclectic lights 
create a soothing atmosphere.

There was no septic, water, heat or gas 
when they purchased the old church, just a 
small electrical system and an old oil furnace. 
Total Generator installed the home 
generator. Cheryl insists, “I would never do 
another place in the country without a home 
generator, so why not plan it from the start?”

On the main floor, the 16-foot original elm 
ceilings create a celestial setting. The raised 
kitchen, built where the altar used to sit, looks 
down onto the living area. Separate areas 
are created with ensembles of very specific 
furniture choices. 

Cheryl confesses, “This is not my preferred 
design style but we wanted to do something 
that was appropriate, keeping the essence 
of the building, so we looked for items 
gothic in character, richer in colour and a 
brighter palette. We wanted to do right 
by the building.”

Cheryl built the fireplace herself, 
cutting, grinding and placing each 
stone, creating a dry-stack look on the 
frame by John. OPPOSITE, TOP: Cheryl 
has spent a lot of time at auctions and 
in antique shops. She discovered this 
stunning piece to store books and items 
she uses for interior design projects.

John and Cheryl’s home 
is ful l of thoughtful 
and appropriate 
accessories.

Continued on page 82
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Bateman Design Centre built the 
kitchen cabinets and John installed them. The 
marble slab from Ciot is one large piece. “It 
was one of those things, it’s what they used to 
make tombstones from,” says Cheryl. “I would 
never let my clients use marble. But it’s part of 
the character, chips and all.” 

All appliances are Sub Zero and Wolf with 
the fridge concealed behind beautiful wood 
coverings. Adding gothic colours, like the large 
inset Kohler sink in orange and the orange 
KitchenAid small appliances add a dramatic 
touch. The amazing contrasting paint on the 
cupboards is Para Paint in Bitter Lemon.

John built the two rooms off the kitchen, 
creating a powder room and laundry room.

The opulent dinner table built by Bateman 
Design Centre creates a rich setting for dining. 
Chairs were found at an auction and Cheryl 
picked the luxurious fabrics and had them 
reupholstered. Areas around the room are 
segregated by furniture clusters, providing 
separate dimensions to the space.

The magnificent fireplace sets the stage 
for cosy lounging. Cheryl built the fireplace 
herself. John created the framing and Cheryl 
cut, grinded and placed each stone into 
the surround, creating a dry-stack look. 
“I counted how many days it took – 17 full 
days,” says Cheryl. 

ABOVE: John custom builds guitars in his workshop 
downstairs. TOP LEFT: John built the powder room 
off the kitchen, using mirrors to enhance the space. 
LEFT: Downstairs in a guest room, the bookshelf 
above the bed comes from the church’s altar. 

Continued on page 84
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Insulating the attic was a challenge for the couple. “We got a quote 
for spray foam, we have three–inch wood slats and we asked for a 
guarantee that they wouldn’t damage the ceiling with the force of the 
spray gun,” says John. “They couldn’t. The problem is the angles. The 
solution was tarp paper and insulation.

The 30-foot roof had to be redone in the first year and was replaced 
with long-lasting cedar shakes by Cedar Roof Ontario. “With the steep 
pitch on the roof it’s the perfect insulation.” 

The deck addition on the side of the building came the second 
year, built by Moonstone Timber Frame. The ornate railings were 
found at an auction and refit and painted for the deck. “We will 
do a door to the house from the deck, eventually,” says Cheryl. “It 

just hasn’t happened yet while we figure out how to deal with the 
windows and not change the look. So it’s down on the priority 
list a long way.”

John and Cheryl scoured antique shops and spent hours at auctions 
to find exquisite and appropriate furniture for the church. They’ve 
made the church their home and love where they live. 

“We do a fair amount of work up here now,” says Cheryl. “Part of 
my hope within the next couple of years is to do a bit of a sideways 
move and do something different. It’s been 30 years so that’s why we’re 
looking to do something else here.”

John and Cheryl both chime in, “There are so many cool 
buildings around.”  OH

LEFT: The stone walls in the basement are 
original. Lee relaxes in the master bedroom. 
BELOW: The lower-level bathroom is a 
triumph, considering the basement had dirt 
floors when they took possession.
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