
 Wonderland 
ALICE’S

AA cottage wants a white kitchen. So 
says Alice Kerr as she stands in her 
delicious new kitchen on a sunny 
afternoon at the family cottage on a 
calm lake north of Barrie. 

The kitchen is part of the latest addition to this colourful, whimsical 
and much loved summer escape for Alice, husband Bill, their three 
adult children and grandchildren.

Purchased in 1998, the original cabin came with an outhouse. 
But the 1.3-acre property with a 1,000-foot waterline on a peninsula 
was spectacular. 

Alice says while she was busy looking for a cottage on the big-three 
Muskoka lakes, Bill found this property on a smaller lake and the drive 
was much shorter from their home in Oakville.

“I have to admit that my husband was wiser than I, and we’ve never 
regretted it,” laughs Alice.
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OPPOSITE: In 1998, the Kerrs purchased the lakefront property with a small 
cabin. They’ve expanded twice in almost 20 years. This is the year to sit back and 
enjoy all their hard work. TOP: New decks and a new screened-in porch were 
added to the waterside of the cottage, creating more comfortable areas to kick 
back and relax. RIGHT: The soaring shiplap-covered ceilings and Douglas fir posts 
and beams frame this spectacular kitchen. 

Continued on page 31
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Alice Kerr’s kitchen is bright and fun.The backsplash is 
made of small mainly blue glass tiles with pops of metallics. 
Some cupboards have open shelving. The island is huge. 
The cabinetry, for Alice, had to be white. OPPOSITE, 
TOP FROM LEFT: 1) The Native Trails hammered nickel 
apron sink was a must-have. 2) Alice loves the white 
shaker-style cabinetry. 3) A collection of milk bottles from 
England.  BOTTOM FROM LEFT: 1) Dishes sit on one of 
two bar-height cherry rolling tables. 2) The rolling tables 
are always in use. 3) The backsplash is mainly blue, Alice’s 
favourite colour. 

The first transformation of the cottage was completed in 1999, just 
in time for Christmas and the Y2K New Year. 

They gutted the cabin but kept the original footprint, adding a master 
bedroom, kitchen, great room and screened-in porch with a deck. 

A few years later, an open porch was added with views to the lake 
and Bill built a storage shed and bunkie to match the cottage. 

In 2014, with two new grandchildren and Bill’s pending retirement, 
they decided to expand the cottage again and add a new master 
bedroom, a dining room, mudroom and laundry, spruce up the exterior 
and gut the kitchen. 

The Kerrs again hired Architect Guido Ronchin of Radius Design 
Group Ltd., who not only designed their earlier renovation but their 
home in Oakville, too. Their builder was Randy Blain Construction 
Inc. and Alice can’t say enough about his work. “He gave us such great 
advice, used quality materials, his carpenters were extremely top notch 
and our project manager was focused on producing quality work with 
no detail too minor to get right,” says Alice.

For the all-important kitchen, Alice brought in Lindsay Schultz of 
Lindsay Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry Ltd. 

“We completely clicked,” says Alice of her relationship with Lindsay. 
Continued on page 32
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TOP RIGHT: The lovely new mudroom with custom cubbies off the 
front entrance leads into the laundry room. TOP LEFT: The dining 
room is designed for entertaining and leads to a covered porch for 
drinks at sunset.

The dresser in the 
kitchen is one of 
Alice’s favourite 
colourful f inds. 

The new kitchen sits below soaring shiplap-covered ceilings amid 
massive Douglas fir posts and beams. The beams are integrated into the 
large stone-topped island. 

“I love my kitchen because it’s beautiful but also very practical for 
my purposes,” explains Alice. “I often have to feed large crowds, and 
the most wonderful and unique aspect of the new kitchen is the two 
beautiful cherry rolling tables that can either sit on top of the island as a 
raised seating area, sit independently as a buffet table either in the great 
room or the dining room, or, even better, can be put together to make 
one additional table that can seat another eight people comfortably.”

She also loves the kitchen’s open shelves, corner drawers, beverage 
bar, pullout spice and condiment shelves, and its dishwasher-and-a-

half. But Alice’s favourite item is her Native Trails hammered-
nickel farmhouse sink. She says it’s her one indulgence that 
truly is a core design feature of the kitchen. “It’s beautiful but 
practical, and Lindsay helped to source it for me at the best 
price possible.” 

Lindsay also designed and installed the mudroom cubbies 
and shelves. “I would use Lindsay again in a nanosecond,” says 
Alice. TruNorth Tile & Floors installed all the flooring.

It’s Alice’s eclectic decorating style that makes this cottage 
shine. Alice describes her style as “folk-arty and whimsical” 
and it’s evident in every room, from the unique and colourful 
wallpaper in the bathrooms, which Alice hung herself, to the tile 
and flooring selection. Reclaimed pine floors from the famous 
Biltmore hat factory in Guelph and the sliding barn door in the 
dining room came from the Timeless Material Co. She’s always 
on the lookout for that one great piece, like the multi-coloured 
dresser in the kitchen that she found at HomeSense. “It was love 

ABOVE: The great 
room across from 
the kitchen has 
a beautiful stone 
fireplace surround 
and reclaimed 
barn-beam mantel. 
FAR LEFT: Birch 
wallpaper stands out 
in the games room, 
furnished with a blue 
denim sectional. 
The ladder leads to 
a loft. LEFT: These 
stairs lead to the 
new master suite. 
The wall is lined with 
framed renderings 
of every home the 
Kerrs have lived in 
over the years.

Continued on page 35
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at first sight and I had to have it,” she says. “It 
has ended up being a very practical kitchen 
addition that holds all our dog paraphernalia, 
sunglasses, keys etc., but I also love the look.” 

Alice says she only uses materials 
that will stand the test of time and also 
believes you should never have any dead 
space in your home. 

Her favourite colour is blue, a hue she 
uses to great effect throughout the cottage 
to add character.

“Another indulgent but ultimately happy 
decision was the stone fireplace made by an 
old-fashioned stonemason, stone by stone,” 
Alice says. “We love our fireplace with the 
Napoleon Home Comfort insert. We light 
a fire any chance we can when a spring or 
autumn chill sets in.” 

There is plenty to enjoy outside too. A 
long porch beckons along the waterside 
exterior, with lots of comfy seating. The 
screened-in porch, which was relocated 

Alice found this fun 
wal lpaper and hung 
it herself in the 
master bath. 

The outdoor 
shower gets 
lots of use 
during the 
summer months.

LEFT: The master bedroom is full of coastal 
treasures and art from the Kerrs’ travels. All the 
furniture is eco-friendly. BELOW: A boys’ room is 
decorated in blue and red. BOTTOM: The master 
bath is painted cobalt blue. Note the masterful 
tile work in the shower.

FAR LEFT: Alice calls this 
the apple room. LEFT: 
You’ll find a touch of 
whimsy and lots of colour 
in every room. BOTTOM 
LEFT: These bathroom 
walls  are covered in flags 
of the world. BOTTOM: 
A path leads to the dock 
and the lake.

Continued on page 36
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to the original-cabin side of the cottage, is a 
popular spot to sit and read, which is Alice’s 
favourite pastime. 

An outside shower is another fun and very 
practical addition to the cottage, where everyone 
can clean off after a day playing at the water’s edge. 
The dock is the gateway to the lake, where the boat 
and water toys await. 

The cottage’s evolution has been a labour of love 
for Alice. It would have been much easier to simply 
tear down the old cabin and start with a fresh, 
new build. But that’s not Alice’s style. “I love older 
homes, and a new build is so daunting,” she says. “I 
also feel it is harder to create cottage character, so 
I am always heartened to hear guests comment on 
the warmth of the atmosphere we’ve created.”  OH

The bunkie has a beautiful 
view of the lake.

LEFT: Sally. the Kerrs’ Golden 
Retriever, loves the water. FAR 
LEFT: The sunsets are magnificent 
from the dock. BOTTOM: Inside 
the bunkie that Bill built. 
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Hand Made in Midland
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