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Brenda and Gary Sharpe 
offered their home for the 
May Court Homes For The 
Holidays Tour last year. 
A team from Bradford 
Greenhouses Garden Gallery 
decorated every room. 
OPPOSITE: The dining 
room table is beautiful in 
green, white and gold. 
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BBarrie’s annual May Court 
Homes for the Holidays 
Tour includes beautiful homes of 
all sizes and styles, some modern and some 
traditional, so people can get good ideas for 
holiday décor to adapt to their own homes 
and also get a glimpse of how other folks live. 
Brenda and Gary Sharpe opened their home 
to ticket holders last year and say it was a 
great experience.

The event, a self-guided driving tour 
of professionally decorated homes in the 
Barrie area, is run by volunteers and all 
proceeds from ticket sales go back to various 
community charities. Brenda says, “They did 
an amazing job, I didn’t have to do anything. 
Bradford Greenhouses Garden Gallery 

did a wonderful job and they were very nice 
to work with.” 

Five beautifully-decorated outdoor 
planters lead guests to the entrance and an 
easy flow for ticket holders through the home 
was created by removing some furniture 
and adding splashes of holiday colour to 
benches and light fixtures. Brenda decorated 
the exterior of a playhouse, spied through 
the sunroom windows, though guests didn’t 
venture to the backyard.

Brenda says even the bathrooms received 
holiday treatment “with a few sparkly things 
and some strands of pearls hanging down 
(from the light).” There were a total of six 
Christmas trees in the finished residence; 
three of them were real and ticket holders 
were welcome to view all three levels of the 

festive home. The May Court Homes for the 
Holidays Tour includes a stop at a tea room to 
sample baked goods and view auction items in 
the Barrie Masonic Temple.

The Sharpes have lived in the home for 
21 years and the open-concept layout was 
completely renovated by 2016. Soaring ceilings 
handily accommodate tall Christmas trees 
and a favourite spot to display them is in the 
sunroom off the kitchen. “I really like large 
Christmas trees and because of all the windows 
they reflect the lights at night on all three 
sides of the room,” says Brenda. The renovated 
kitchen features white cabinets beautifully 
made by Crownhill Custom Woodworking 
and stainless-steel appliances, which contrast 
nicely with the deep purple-grey walls, Sea Life 
by Benjamin Moore.

LEFT: Silver decorations look fantastic in the family 
room, painted Sea Life by Benjamin Moore. ABOVE: 
Urns overflow with natural greens, dogwood, 
pine cones and gold stars. BELOW LEFT: Sea Life 
continues in the bright and cheery kitchen with 
custom cabinetry and range hood by Crownhill 
Custom Woodworking. BELOW: The sunroom is 
furnished with a rattan sofa and chair. White shutters 
filter the sunlight. OPPOSITE: The purple-grey walls 
complement the sea green table and chairs in the 
kitchen where two fabulous Christmas trees inspired 
ticket holders on the tour. 

Continued on page 56
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The wide open kitchen and family room 
are perfect for entertaining a large group. 
Brenda designed the cabinets and layout. “You 
can have a lot of people in here and not even 
realize it.” The California shutters provide 
nighttime privacy and Brenda laughs, “I spend 
quite a bit of time opening and closing blinds.” 
The couple were originally going to build a 
home in Midhurst on a three-acre lot when 
their current home became available. Brenda 
remembers seeing it being built five years 
before they purchased it and chuckles when 
she recalls asking her husband why anyone 
would want all those windows: “Never say 
never,” she laughs.

The formal dining room is for family 
dinners and its windows sport pepper berry 
frames during the holiday season. Brenda’s 
decorating style mixes new with antique and 
the cosy living room features a Wurlitzer baby 
grand piano with music from the PBS series 
Downton Abbey perched on the music rack. 
Both Brenda and her daughter, a high school 
music teacher, play.

Over the years the Sharpes have added gas 
fireplaces on both the main and lower level. 
Upstairs the fireplace in the living room is 

surrounded by custom cabinets (Crownhill 
Custom Woodworking). Brenda says the 
lower level is a cosy refuge in the wintertime. 
The family’s artistic bent is quite apparent 
throughout the home, from the living room 
piano to the numerous artworks of Brenda’s on 
the walls to a drawing studio that doubles as a 
place for the couple’s son to practice cello.

Brenda is an artist as well as a designer; 
she has an interior design degree from 
Ryerson University. Her beautiful artwork 
is based on many trips to Europe, Italy in 
particular, and the great outdoors at the 
couple’s cottage on a lake in Michigan. She 
says the Michigan sunsets are spectacular. 
Her travels remain the cornerstone of her 
inspiration, and she confesses to having 
45,000 photos to choose from, but she also 
does plein-air work outdoors. Brenda does 
charcoal drawings but confesses that, at 
100 hours per drawing, it just isn’t as much 
fun to her as painting colourful landscapes. 
Brenda grew up in the Parry Sound area 
before moving away as a teen so some 
of her art reflects her deep affection for 
Georgian Bay. You can view Brenda’s art at 
brendasharpe.com. 

TOP: Buffalo check dominates the holiday décor 
in the living room, which Brenda painted Butler’s 
Silver by Ralph Lauren. The bookshelves were
made to fit by Crownhill Custom Woodworking. 
ABOVE: Elves peek out from everywhere.

RIGHT: Artist Brenda 
Sharpe in her at-home 
studio. FAR RIGHT: 
The main floor office 
is decorated in the oh 
so comfortable buffalo 
check pattern. 
BELOW: Brenda’s 
paintings are displayed 
above the mantel. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Brenda’s art studio is 
painted Cement Grey
by Benjamin Moore.

Continued on page 58
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Brenda has been on both sides of the May Court Homes for the Holidays 
tour. In her role as designer, Brenda was responsible for decorating a Snow 
Valley home several years ago for the same tour. “We made everything,” 
she says. “We had a tree outside for the birds and we made all the (floral) 
arrangements. The homeowner was very creative and it was a lot of fun.” 
This time around she didn’t have to do anything but she confesses that her 
home looked so festive she ended up buying a few throw pillows and some 
holiday décor after the tour.

Brenda really likes the May Court Club because all of the proceeds from 
fundraising events, like the Christmas home tour, go to local community 
initiatives – last year the event raised $70,000 for Barrie charities, yet the 
tickets are only $30 each.

Gold and copper ornaments are spectacular on the corner table and on the tree. A 
tree skirt made of glittery, large-spool ribbon shines. RIGHT: A traditional canopy 
bed dressed in a yellow duvet with roses fills the bedroom. A simple pink poinsettia 
surrounded by baubles celebrates the season.

Continued on page 60
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Brenda has also volunteered on the 
committee for the Black Tie Gala at 
the MacLaren Art Centre in Barrie and 
has donated a painting to one of their 
fundraisers. She loves living in Barrie, 
not just for the city itself and its vibrant 
art community, but for the location and 
close proximity to cities like Toronto and 
touristy destinations like Wasaga Beach 
and Collingwood.

As for the May Court Club itself, 
she adds, “Everyone involved in it has a 
heartfelt passion for it that really comes 
across. Think about what they’re able to 
do by someone just opening their home to 
tour, it’s really easy to do and really quite 
an amazing opportunity.”

For more information about this 
year’s tour, see pages 59 and 70 or visit 
barriemaycourtclub.ca  OH

TOP LEFT: Reindeer pose in the large mirror. 
TOP RIGHT: A close-up of the angels in a 
table-top holiday vignette. RIGHT: A beautifully 
decorated bedside tree makes waking up on 
Christmas morning extra special.  

Raymond James Ltd., Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

As a business owner, you have many 
advantages for growing wealth and saving 
taxes.  But, are you making the most of 
them?  We work with you to ensure you 
have a tailored strategy that maximizes the 
corporate advantages available to you. 

THE CORPORATE ADVANTAGE

Jackie Ramler, MBA, CFP, FMA, RIA, CIM, FCSI 
Portfolio Manager
705-721-5919

Specialized wealth services for Business Owners 
and Executives.

Crownhill Custom Woodworking

Kitchens

Vanities 

Furniture

705.794.2575
bruce.sommers@yahoo.ca

792 Penetanguishene Rd. Barr ie,  ON

Your Heating & Cooling Home Experts

Providers of
Home Comfort
products & honest
advice you can trust

Serving all of Simcoe 
County & Muskoka

705.794.5176 - 140 Vespra Street, Barrie
www.gaslink.ca
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