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Fred the rooster (sourced at Northern Iron) remains stoically mute 
on his perch on the kitchen island as tendrils of early-morning colour 
dab dew on the berry patch beyond their rustic fence, and rouse worker 
bees from their slumber in the orchard.

Should the couple happen to glance out the abundant windows 
of their two-storey “modern country” home, they’d see the crops in 
the fields and, on a weekend, horses in the pasture being well tended. 
A gate in the back fence stands at the ready should they wish to 
venture past their Dearborn Designs & Associates’ patio and get 
closer to nature. 

 “We only do what we like,” says Tom, who adores the pastoral 
serenity. “It’s really picturesque.”

The wrap-around veranda is a farmhouse fundamental that invites 
conversation. Enhanced by the plantings of Ego’s Nurseries, it 
recently welcomed Jamie Massie who dropped by for a chat. The 
president and CEO of Georgian International, who Maureen 
describes as a hands-on developer takes a personal interest in 
Braestone’s 229 estate lots strategically positioned to maximize views 
across 570 acres of rolling countryside.

When dawn breaks over Horseshoe 
Valley’s new community of Braestone, 
recently retired lovebirds Tom and 
Maureen Sampson feel no compulsion 
to answer with activity.

Continued on page 34

TOP LEFT: The Sampsons live in 
Braestone’s award-winning community 
in Oro-Medonte near Horseshoe 
Valley. TOP RIGHT: The black-and-
white exterior exudes up-country 
living. Gas lights and covered 
verandas are standard. ABOVE: The 
dining room chandelier is just one 
of seven hand-forged pieces from 
Northern Iron. LEFT: The community 
landscape is exquisite. OPPOSITE: 
What’s old is new again. This lovely 
teak dining set is decades old and 
looks fantastic in the dining room off 
the front entrance.
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“Here, families will have an opportunity to 
experience first-hand a vanishing way of life in 
Ontario,” reads the community website. “The 
farm’s caretakers will produce honey, maple 
syrup, jams and more.”

Beyond the locale’s amenities, the 
Sampsons appreciated collaborating 
on house details.

 “We were able to make some changes 
to the original plans to make it our 
own,” Tom adds. 

They requested an interior transition 
from the garage to the house, a loft over the 
kitchen for an additional library/guest room, 
and a shift in the footprint of the master 
suite to enlarge the walk-in closet. Markae 
Closets provided the closet organizers and 
library bookcases.

ABOVE: Built-in cabinets in the kitchen replace a 
pantry. Maureen wanted a place to store and display 
her china and other treasures. TOP RIGHT: Fred the 
rooster was created by Northern Iron’s Lino Barbosa 
out of scraps of metal. FAR RIGHT: Even the laundry 
room, tucked behind the kitchen, was designed and 
constructed to shine. 

“When we first bought our house, we worked with Georgian’s 
designer Danielle Jaques, who was very patient and nice,” recalls 
Maureen, who admits to being indecisive. “When we wanted to make 
changes they were very helpful in drawing them out.”

A magazine ad first alerted the couple to the rural neighbourhood, 
but they hadn’t yet left their careers behind. Their off-hours were spent 
indulging in their shared passion for musical theatre. When the time 
came, however, they committed to a lifestyle about-face.

Their country retreat replaced a traditional home in the urban heart 
of Newmarket where they raised their four children. But with more 
than 4,500 square feet of finished living space on a half-acre lot, their 
downsizing was more aesthetic than literal.

Not only did they want to encourage their grown children and seven 
grandchildren to visit, but they also needed a nice bedroom with en 
suite for Maureen’s mother Betty, who lives with them.

 “It’s more that we’ve simplified – we’ve de-knickknacked,” Maureen 
explains, although treasured mementos remain stored onsite. “We don’t 
like clutter anymore.” Continued on page 36

RIGHT: The light fixture in the spacious main floor powder room adds a little bling 
to the room. BELOW: The kitchen is an incredible space to cook and dine in. The 
chandelier, table and table-top tray were all made at Northern Iron. 
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Gone also are the dark, closed-off rooms, 
replaced by an open-concept layout, awash 
with natural light.

To retain a visual link to the farmstead 
location, the modern design is tempered with 
rustic additions that give their one-year-old 
house a pioneer patina.

Wrought-iron hardware outside is 
echoed by hand-forged interior accents 
from Northern Iron.

Fred the rooster (or “Frederico” when 
Maureen is “feeling posh”) is a metal 
sculpture from master blacksmith and 
artist Lino Barbosa.

“We liked it so much, we commissioned 
six more items,” says Maureen, pointing out 
the harvest and console tables, and several 
light fixtures.

ABOVE: Maureen and 
Tom relax in the living 
room of their Braestone 
home. TOP RIGHT: 
The staircase leads to 
bedrooms upstairs and 
down to the finished 
basement. RIGHT: The 
Gothic-style, hand-
forged iron chandelier 
hangs from the two-
storey ceiling. The stone 
fireplace is the focal 
point in the room.

The Sampsons changed the interior design, 
adding the loft library above the kitchen. 
The views of the pond and landscape from 
the library are inspirational. 

Continued on page 38
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LEFT: The main floor master suite is situated behind the living room. BELOW: 
The en suite is large with a double vanity, a vessel tub and a separate shower. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Maureen’s walk-in closet is uber organized. 

Northern Iron got its start in 1995 when Lino and his wife Maria 
introduced their unique wares at a local market. Today, a 2,000 sq. 
ft. workshop fuels the creativity of the couple and their talented 
three children who offer metalwork and design services under 
the family banner.

A Barbosa chandelier hangs from the 20-foot ceiling of the 
Sampsons’ great room, matched in scale by a full-height stone fireplace 
and hand-hewn beam mantel. The dark stain of wide-plank engineered 
hardwood grounds the space. These bold pieces create the home’s 
dramatic focal point, but their substantive visual weight is countered 
by airy cream and white walls, double-stacked windows and a 
collection of ethereal Trisha Romance prints.

In the kitchen, the couple worked with Raywal Cabinets’ senior 
design consultant Tammy Charrier before opting for a dual-tone 
palette and glass-fronted built-ins.

“We do try to use local businesses,” Maureen noted, with a nod to 
electrician Rob Hackett General Contracting who hung the iron 
lights, installed the appliances and finished many other jobs. 

Continued on page 40
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In the basement, Bertucci Home 
Improvements fashioned barn-board 
feature walls in the two double-queen 
bedrooms and in the rec room where the 
focal point is a beautiful linear gas fireplace 
from All Fired Up.

As Maureen and Tom settle into 
their retirement, they marvel at the 
path that brought them here – that 
brought them together.

When Maureen, then 19, arrived in Toronto 
from England, she never intended to stay. 
It was simply the first stop on a global tour 
she’d just launched with a friend. To finance 
the next leg, she found temporary work at the 
insurance company where Tom also worked. 
When they met, plans changed.

“I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished 
and we’re looking forward to making new 
memories with our family in this beautiful 
community,” she concludes.

 “Honestly, I would not change a thing,” he 
agrees. “I love everything we’ve done.”  OH

ABOVE: The linear 
fireplace from All Fired 
Up is built into a wall 
covered in barn board 
in the lower living 
area. TOP RIGHT: The 
grandchildren have 
their own fully-stocked 
playroom in the lower 
level and bedrooms 
ready for sleepovers. 
CENTRE RIGHT: 
Maureen’s Mother 
Betty lives with the 
couple and has her own 
bedroom and en suite 
upstairs. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: One of two 
bedrooms in the lower 
level has another custom 
barn board wall and is 
ready for sleepovers 
with the grandkids. 
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