
WWith a summer 
soundtrack of excited 
gulls squawking and 
choppy waves splashing 
in the background, 
this two-storey lodge 
embraces its Cape 
Cod styling and 
offers the proximity 
to nature considered 
essential by outdoorsy 
homeowners Michelle 
and Alejandro Dada.

The addition of Craftsman details to the blue 
exterior hint at the couple’s appreciation for 
creative efficiency and mindful practicality. 
Not surprising perhaps, given that Michelle 
is an entrepreneurial civil/environmental 
engineer and owner of MNT Consulting 
Group Inc., which focuses on environmental 
building practices. Alejandro is also an 
entrepreneur in environmental investing and 
the real estate market. He also teaches eco 
tourism at Georgian College. 

It took nearly a year of scouting before 
the active duo decided to put down roots in 
Barrie’s Tollendale neighbourhood. Both had 
built homes before and both were looking for 
a location that maximized opportunities to 
enjoy all aspects of their lives together.

The move from their previous house in 
Aurora (a self-renovated century home) means 
a short walk carrying stand-up paddleboards 
will have them on the water in no time. It was 
the lifestyle they were searching for.

“That’s important to us – to be able to get 
to nature very quickly,” they explain. “We can 
hear the boats and see the lake from the front 
porch, so we get that built-in cottaginess, but 
you’re still in town.”

To enjoy that water view, a retired chair 
lift from Blue Mountain (a Special Olympics 
fundraiser find) provides unique front porch 
seating. It’s also a nod to their winter passion 
and a reminder of the slope-side ski chalet 
Michelle once built for herself.
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Large hexagon tiles transition in a 
casual way to hardwood in the front 
foyer of Michelle and Alejandro 
Dada’s home. ABOVE: Hearty blue 
Maibec siding installed by Precision 
Edge Contracting clads the front 
of the Cape Cod-style home. 
OPPOSITE: Outdoor enthusiasts 
Alejandro and Michelle spend as 
much time as possible on the water. 
Their paddleboard celebrates 
Canada’s 150th anniversary of 
Confederation. 

Continued on page 31
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“Barrie combines lots of variables that 
we love: nature, lower prices and the 
proximity to Toronto,” Alejandro says. “It 
was a perfect combination.”

The reverse snowbird met his 
match several years ago when he came 
from Costa Rica to do a masters in 
Environmental Studies at York U as an 
international grad student. Married last 
year, they recently welcomed newborn 
son Rafael to their new home and family.

Across the threshold, modern 
practicality meets rustic beauty as 
hexagon tiles from Flooring by Design 
seamlessly transition to wide panel 
white oak installed by Precision Edge 
Contracting, which also installed the 
exterior Maibec siding. The tiling, in a 
variety of colours, recurs throughout the 
house, including the second-floor laundry 
and rear entrance mudroom, where they 
fully expect mud to visit.

“We don’t mind getting dirty,” she 
says with a twinkle in her eye at the 
prospect. The dog wash station suggests 
such adventures aren’t limited to the 
human inhabitants.

Back at the front entrance, a doorway 
to the right opens to a well-appointed 
and shared office. Twin sit/stand desks 
mean office work becomes another 

opportunity for movement and to merge 
their work and leisure hours. Opposite 
the office, a colourful paddleboard 
hangs on the staircase wall. Brightly 
painted to commemorate Canada’s 150th 
birthday, it functions as décor and as an 
invitation to play.

Growing up in his native Costa Rica, 
Alejandro rode the waves year-round. He 
has since embraced the four-season activity 
landscape of his adopted homeland.

“It’s a dream come true,” he reflects 
on the unexpected turn his life has taken. 
“I’m super happy here.”

In creating their new 2,550 sq. ft. 
home, they envisioned an eco-friendly 
beach/mountain hybrid to match their 
cross-climate union. After moving in last 
year, they claimed their joint stake with a 
sign declaring: “Casa Canarrican House – 
established 2017.”

Oversize windows framed by Barrie 
Trim & Mouldings Inc. flood the great 
room with natural light, minimizing 
the barrier between inside and out. 
Benjamin Moore Edgecomb Gray 
and Sherwin Williams Sea Salt provide 
neutral walls, while palm frond wallpaper 
from Walls Republic lend a taste of the 
tropics to the nearby powder room, 
featuring fixtures from Bathworks.

LEFT: Large windows in the master bedroom fill the room 
with morning light. BOTTOM LEFT: A metal bedside 
table holds an aloe plant and a modern lamp for reading. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The master en suite is light and bright 
with quartz-topped custom cabinets and substantial 
polished nickel hardware. BELOW: Colourful cabinets 
in the laundry room add a fun vibe to the home. All 
cabinetry by Lindsay Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry Ltd. 

ABOVE: With a walkout to the backyard, and steps from 
the kitchen, the living room is the place to relax in all 
seasons. BELOW: Tropical wallpaper lines a wall in the 
downstairs powder room. Fixtures are from Bathworks. 

Continued on page 33
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Reinforcing the natural, knotty pine beams 
surround the Snowball Hearth & Home 
gas fireplace in the living area, and echo in 
the exposed rafters above. Matching beams 
and a wood stove (also from Snowball) carry 
the rustic theme upstairs to the “chill space” 
above the garage.

Enhancing the laid-back character of the 
home are hand-picked rustic light fixtures 
from Restoration Hardware, Costco and 
Ikea, charged by SGB Electrical Inc. Not 
so rustic is the high tech Nest thermostat 
that conveniently regulates the Palm Air 
Heating & Air Conditioning Inc. system 
via their smart phones.

Thoughtful choices were made in the 
kitchen as well. While wine fridges have 
become a standard fixture in many new 
homes today, the clean-living Dadas had TA 
Appliances & Barbecues include an urban 
cultivator within their package instead. Built 
into their kitchen, beautifully designed and 
installed by Lindsay Schultz Kitchens & 
Cabinetry, the indoor garden provides an 
ever-ready source of herbs and microgreens to 
complement the bounty expected from their 
newly planted summer plot and fruit trees.

Continued on page 36

ABOVE: The dishwasher is 
built into the ample island 
with marine pendants 
overhead. FAR LEFT: The 
home is filled with colourful 
touches. The vibrant chairs 
around the breakfast 
table match the art on 
the wall. LEFT: An urban 
cultivator grows herbs and 
microgreens all year long. 

Thoughtful choices in the all-white kitchen 
stand out, including the large quartz-topped 
island, stainless steel appliances and the 
stainless backsplash and range hood behind 
the gas stove. The chalkboard-fronted cabinet 
is a fun touch.
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SPECIALIZING IN ALL YOUR CARPENTRY NEEDS
SERVING BARRIE & SURROUNDING AREA

JON EDGHILL  •  705.220.6344
precisionedgecontracting@gmail.com

info@mntconsulting.ca | 705.427.0711

PROUDLY SERVING SIMCOE COUNTY,
YORK REGION, THE GTA & COTTAGE
COUNTRY SINCE 2010

SITE PLANS
GRADING PLANS
SEPTIC DESIGN TOPOGRAPHICAL

SURVEYS

ESTIMATES PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE!

LET US HELP YOU 
WITH YOUR NEXT BUILD

www.mntconsulting.ca

& MORE!

“WE DON’T 
MIND 
GETTING 
DIRTY,” 
MICHELLE 
SAYS WITH 
A TWINKLE 
IN HER EYE 
AT THE 
PROSPECT.

Hexagon tiles in the mudroom 
behind the kitchen add a lively yet 
durable touch to the room that 
holds all the gear. 

1.800.263.5055
www.environmentalpestcontrol.ca

SAFE SOLUTIONS.
GUARANTEED RESULTS.

Furnaces
Fireplaces
Boilers
Air purification
Air conditioners

Humidifiers
Gas lines
Duct work
Custom homes
Radiant floor warming

Dedicated to provide professional, 
quality service for all our customers.

Palm-Air 
 HEATING & COOLING

Call Us Now! 905.830.7467Office: 705.722.7100 | Direct: 705.890.5333
www.JeffFulton.ca

Jeff Fulton
BROKER

Chay Realty Inc., Brokerage
Each Office Individually Owned and Operated

The best seat in the house 
belongs in your dream home.

Let me help you find it.

DECKS • RENOVATIONS • BATHROOMS 
ADDITIONS • NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Serving Barrie & Surrounding Area 

705.795.2613
info@alkatcontracting.com

www.alkatcontract ing.com
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Michelle brought her professional expertise to planning the 
property with Alejandro. Her firm MNT Consulting Group Inc. is a 
multidisciplinary engineering company working with land development 
clients across central Ontario to create practical and sustainable solutions 
to environmental, design and planning issues. Although their new home 
offered a smaller canvas than the subdivisions she works on, they were 
determined to incorporate low-impact building practices in line with their 
nature-loving values. Alejandro and Michelle had a house plan in mind that 
was refined and made permit-ready by Bailey Designs. 

To complete the exterior, they enlisted the help of Bobcat of Barrie 
for grading and Bradford Greenhouses for foliage – with a shout out 
from Michelle for Alejandro’s green thumb. The NorthSheds workshop 
shed out back also plays host to his handiwork.

With the right blend of cultures, activities and amenities, the Dadas 
have custom built the perfect home to fit their balanced lifestyle.  OH

RIGHT: A handy dog shower in the mudroom 
can also be used for a myriad of muddy chores. 
BELOW: Out back, identical sheds store tools and 
include a workshop for Alejandro.

ALL TICKETS

For Ticket Info Visit:
www.georgianbaygardentour.ca
Gardens Open at 9am to 4pm

July 14, 2018
Come Rain or Shine!

Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

gbgardentour@gmail.com

Residential, Commercial & Estate Property 
Lawn & Garden Maintenance 

Tree Pruning & Removal & Stump Grinding
 Fertilizer & Weed Control Programs

Expect the best ...
     We’re greener
                   than the rest!

D E S I G N  •  B U I L D  •  M A I N T A I N

(705) 726-9189www.fosterlawnandgarden.com

Foster Lawn & GardenLTDFoster Lawn & Garden LTD

PROTECTING YOUR ASH TREES AGAINST THE EMERALD ASH 
BORER, TREEAZIN IS THE #1 ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 

TREATMENT THAT IS NOT HARMFUL TO BEES. 
TREATMENT DATES: JUNE 1ST - AUGUST 31TH 

Call today for discounted  
pre-paid 2018 lawn programs!
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