
TThe aptly-named Hillside Holme in east Midland, built by grist mill 
owner Thomas Chew in 1875, was a single-family dwelling until the 
Chew family sold it in 1937. For the next six decades it languished as 
a five-unit apartment building and, to add further indignity, all the 
original honey-coloured oak trim was painted white.

By the time the Smiths bought the home in 2010, the previous owner 
had painstakingly returned most of it to its original splendour. “She 
used pictures from the museum and the Chew family and took it back 
to the way it was in its glory days,” says Lorelei. It took that homeowner 
11 years to restore the home and remove the white paint from all the 
nooks and crannies of the intricate trim. In fact, it was such a difficult 
task that a special tool was constructed to complete the job. 

Lorelei recalls the first question posed to her when she viewed the 
home as a potential buyer: “Oh Lorelei, you’re not going to paint the 
woodwork, are you?” She promised she wouldn’t. The only parts of the 
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A VERY woodwork that had escaped unscathed by white paint were the original 
pocket doors dividing the great room from the dining room because the 
slots housing them had been drywalled over.

As a child, Lorelei had enjoyed visits to her uncle’s cottage on 
Cawaja Beach and always knew that when she retired from her teaching 
job in the Woodbridge area, the couple would try a move further north 
on for size. They bought a century home in the west end of Midland in 
2008 and stayed there during summers until Hillside Holme came on 
the market. “I came in as far as the kitchen and said to David ‘I don’t 
need to go any further, this is the house I want,’ ” Lorelei says.

Lorelei says they loved the home from the moment they saw it and 
the possibilities for further restoration: “It seemed like we’d been 
collecting furnishings all our lives just for this house,” she laughs. 
“When we moved in we said ‘that goes there and that goes there and 
that goes there’ and nothing’s ever moved.”

You can see the original 
stained-glass design for 
Hillside Holme on this 
original door in the foyer. 
Wooden sneakers are on 
display. LEFT: Historic 
Hillside Holme in all its 
winter glory.  

Continued on page 35

Every year, northern Simcoe County 
residents are treated to a special 
Victorian Christmas Home Tour and 
the spectacular period home owned 
by David Smith and Lorelei Blane-
Smith is one of the star attractions. 

The staircase was recreated when the home 
was renovated back to a single family house 
from a multi-apartment space. The stunning 
porcelain arabesque tile surround on the
fireplace is original. 
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Since the house is often open for tours, Lorelei says she sees a few of 
the previous tenants who lived in the apartments. Although the main 
floor was completely restored when they bought the home, the Smiths 
finished restorations on the second floor and renovated the third floor, 
which was the former servants’ quarters and storage area. The home 
was designated a heritage home by the Town of Midland in 2013, which 
means under the Heritage Act it must remain true to its original design 
– ergo, no future apartments for this Victorian beauty.

The main floor consists of the kitchen and dining rooms, a grand 
foyer plus the first and second great rooms – the first great room is 
the living room and the second likely originally functioned as a parlor 
for music. The carved archway dividing the first and second great 
rooms resembles the bass and treble clefs of music and Lorelei says, 
“That was very popular at the time, to have a designated music room.” 
A library is also located on the main floor and houses one of three 
fireplaces in the home.

ABOVE: Hand-carved wooden boots sit on a step on the recreated oak 
staircase. TOP RIGHT: A drop-leaf table in the dining room sits against the 
original pine wainscotting and trim that the previous owner painstakingly 
removed layers of paint from. RIGHT: Silver candelabra and a crystal 
Christmas tree adorn the table in the dining room.

When they first walked into the 
kitchen, Lorelei told David, “I 
don’t need to go any further, this 
is the house I want.” 

This room off the kitchen has an original 
storage and display cabinet with frosted 
glass along with other antique cabinets. 
Christmas ornaments shine on every 
surface, including a train set on top of 
the built-in cabinet.

Continued on page 37
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The windows feature transoms with the original leaded and 
stained-glass windows and the ceilings on both the first and second 
floors are 11-feet high. The grand staircase was one feature that was 
replicated; the original was torn out when the apartments were created. 
A new oak staircase was crafted according to photographs. Details 
on the woodwork match the rest of the home exactly, at tremendous 
expense, says Lorelei. 

Upstairs, the Tower Room off one of the bedrooms is a cosy 
circular nook for reading surrounded by windows. The second-floor 
bedroom floors were originally covered by carpets that were removed, 
then sanded and refinished. Lorelei and David completed this work, 
refinishing floors in the last two bedrooms. The original flooring now 
shines, proudly showing its age, every mark and scratch a sign of a 
well-loved home. A second staircase leads from the upper floors directly 
into the kitchen, a hallmark of the era.

Lorelei pays attention to every surface in the house when decorating 
for Christmas and no detail is overlooked; even the dollhouses she 
crafted herself are decorated with tiny Christmas trees. During special 
tours, Lorelei has a fun tradition with a friend from the Huronia Players, 
the local theatre group, who dresses as a Victorian maid and another 
friend who plays a formal butler. They greet guests and offer hot cider 
on a tray, much to the delight of the 100 or so visitors who pass through.

ABOVE: This photo was taken long ago from the dining room 
looking into the parlour. RIGHT: The landing between the first 
and second floor is furnished with period antiques and decorated 
for the holidays. BELOW: Owners Lorelei Blane-Smith and David 
Smith in the festive parlour in front of the piano. 

Christmas comes early at this historic home. 
Owner Lorelei Blane-Smith gets her home 
ready in the fall for all the upcoming home 
tours she and husband David Smith host. 

Continued on page 40
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Lorelei decorates 23 Christmas trees 
each year; every size and shape. The 
home is usually on several tours. 
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David, who still keeps his Scottish brogue, 
came to Canada in 1964 and says that the 
bigger celebration for him is Hogmanay, or 
New Year. In Scotland, Christmas Day wasn’t 
declared a public holiday until 1958 and David 
remembers his father working on Christmas 
like any other day. The real celebration, 
Hogmanay, was held from the end of December 
until January 2nd and David still keeps that 
tradition today.

Lorelei decorates 23 Christmas trees each 
year; every size and shape from tall artificial 
trees to small ceramic ones. The home is 
usually on several tours each year. This year, 
the third is the Victorian Christmas Home 
Tour, a fundraiser for the Midland Heritage 
Committee, held from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
December 8th. The $10 cost goes toward other 
heritage projects in their adopted hometown, 
a cause very dear to the Smiths’ hearts.  OH

TOP: Lorelei made this doll house on display in a 
bedroom on the third floor of this home. It is one of 
several this talented woman made. ABOVE: Lorelei with 
Harvey upstairs. RIGHT: Every bedroom has a Christmas 
tree, decorated to match the colours in each room.
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