
The magic of the season flourishes in a charming two-
storey home situated on a double-wide lot that backs 
onto the Sydenham River in Owen Sound. With holiday 
decorating by Jacqueline Furtner of barebirch, Ingrid 
Young and Dr. G. Bryan Young gladly opened their doors to 
the Owen Sound Holiday Tour of Homes in support of 
raising funds for the Chapman House Residential Hospice 
Grey Bruce. 

Season’s Greetings
ALONG THE SYDENHAM

OUR HOMES: You have such a lovely 
home. Thank you for opening your 
doors to the Owen Sound Holiday Tour 
of Homes and to OUR HOMES Grey & 
Bruce Counties. How did you decide to 
be involved in the tour?

INGRID YOUNG: There are a few reasons 
apart from loving our home: mainly, the 
charity that was being supported by the 
ticket sales is one that speaks to our hearts. 
Also, in the short time we have lived here, 
we have made many new friends and felt 
deeply welcomed. Much of the work done 
on our property was completed by local 
craftsmen and businesses. As well, we wanted 
to showcase the work we’ve completed so 
far because the house is well known in the 
community. Prior to our move from London, 
Ontario, the home belonged to Sharon 
Coburn, who was loved and admired by those 
who knew her. She was an advocate for the 
“Look Good, Feel Better” program devoted to 
helping women regain their sense of self after 
cancer diagnosis and treatment. It is still often 
referred to as Sharon’s House.

STORY TAMARISK MCNALTY STEPHENS  |  PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Continued on page 58

Festive décor framed the entrance of the ‘big, blue 
house’ that welcomed guests on the 2017 Owen 
Sound Holiday Tour of Homes. OPPOSITE, TOP 
LEFT: A fully decorated freshly cut tree on the front 
veranda offered the scent of the season. RIGHT: 
Dried hydrangeas with cedar boughs wrapped in 
burlap ribbon are a great way to add holiday flair 
using natural elements. Ingrid Young (seated) and Jacqueline 

Furtner of barebirch.

OH: What holiday traditions are you 
most looking forward to this year?

IY: Decorating of course! It has become a 
tradition for us to place a live Christmas tree 
on our front porch so that the aroma of fresh 
needles greets those who enter the house. My 
favourite tradition, however, is being home 
for the holidays surrounded by closest family, 
especially my Mom, who is approaching her 
94th birthday in January!
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OH: What is it like having a  
professional decorate your home for  
the holiday season?

IY: An amazing experience! Jacquie Furtner 
from barebirch is a tireless and wonderfully 
creative person. She brought in truckloads of 
holiday items from her store, most of which we 
purchased because it all looked so enchanting. 
Jacquie knows how to create an atmosphere 
in the most coordinated and rustic-chic way 
with a woodsy-romantic flair. While browsing 
in her shop one day, I mentioned the Holiday 
Tour of Homes to her and was disappointed 
to find out the tour was full. However, Jacquie 
later called to say that one homeowner was 
unable to host and that Jacquie herself would 
be my decorator – so how could I say no!

Additionally, our landscaper and outdoor 
designer Steven Perry of Season by 
Season cut the hydrangeas from the garden 
and bound their dried bouquets with twine, 
while also weaving garlands along the 
porch to highlight the replicated Victorian 
details of our home.

OH: How did you find the 
overall experience of being a 
homeowner on the tour?

IY: Outstanding! The behind-the-scenes 
activities were very well managed. There were 
excellent volunteers stationed on every floor 
as well as at the front and back doors.

While on the tour myself, I would 
innocently ask participants at other properties 
if they had a favourite – although all the homes 
were beautiful, many folks said “the big blue 
house” or “Sharon’s House.” You can imagine 
how delighted I was with that response.

LEFT: A swag of pine boughs, magnolia 
leaves, silvery spruce and a statement burlap 
bow adorned the banisters throughout. 
ABOVE: Holiday spirits are at the ready for 
a season of entertaining. RIGHT: A beautiful 
classic vignette in the formal sitting room. 
BELOW: Warm gold accents and a fuzzy 
throw create an elegant, cosy atmosphere 
even the family cat enjoyed.

LEFT: Red, green, white and gold is a classic holiday 
decorating scheme. ABOVE: Décor outfitted with 
battery operated LED twinkle lights eliminate the 
need for cords. BELOW: When paired with natural 
greenery, the uniquely shaped wooden mirrored 
console table, gold patterned wall covering and the 
rich red hue in the carpet add holiday sophistication. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The classic candy cane is a 
customary holiday treat.

Continued on page 60

ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9   |  5958  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9

feature



OH: Tell us more about the history of your home. 

IY: Four years ago, while visiting Owen Sound looking at possible 
places to settle, I noted a for sale sign on the front lawn with an open 
house that same weekend. Bryan was enamoured with the idea of 
living on the river, so we took a peek. Sadly, after Sharon passed away, 
the house was empty for more than a year. Although the oak floors on 
the main level were in great shape, there were many little things that 
needed work, including the gardens. The house had been conceived in 
the 1980s and finished in 1990, with the sunroom added later. We have 
made many improvements, including new front and garage doors, a 
new cooling system and water heater (Cook’s Plumbing Heating 
Air Conditioning), new dishwasher (MacDonald’s Furniture and 
Appliances), a complete basement renovation, some new windows 
and an upper deck (Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors). We have also 
renovated three out of the four bathrooms, updated two of the three 
bedrooms, painted and wallpapered throughout, along with adding 
some decorative touches. Recently our contractor, Bill Davenport, 
bricked the living room fireplace. The property is an ongoing project, 
and someday soon we hope to tackle the kitchen. I’d also love to 
build a small writing cabin as an all-season retreat within the serene 
surroundings of the riverside.

ABOVE: A strip of red LED lights accent the custom 
bar that was part of the basement renovation. RIGHT: 
Refined rustic elegance describes the tree that 
was found in the lower level of the home. BELOW: 
Signature barebirch holiday décor: natural greens, 
grapevine, a hint of gold and a natural reindeer fur. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: A stunning formal Christmas tree 
trimmed in red poinsettias and cascading ribbons. 
BOTTOM: In lieu of garland on the railings, Jacquie 
opted for large swags on each of the banisters. LEFT: 
The sunroom at the back of the home overlooks the 
Sydenham River.

OH: You and Bryan have recently completed an overhaul on 
the lower level to make it an inviting and functional space. 
What elements did you need to include to suit your lifestyle?

IY: Unfortunately, there was a persistent leak in the basement 
bathroom that resulted in mould. These issues were quickly remedied 
and the new bathroom was reconfigured to better serve the space by 
moving the door (now with an attached sliding barn door), altering the 
placement of the sink and removing an acrylic corner shower. We opted 
for a fully tiled shower, added a heated floor and heated Italian towel 
rack as well as a black glass sink and wooden cabinet, all from Fulfords. 
For the main area, we wanted to have an entertainment room with a 
large-screen TV, a library and also a bar stained in red oak with glass 
shelving and an amber mirror from Owen Sound Glass Service. To 
lighten the space, we enlarged the only window in the basement, added 
an electric fireplace, drywalled and painted the walls and ceiling in 
light colours. Continued on page 62
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LEFT: The custom shower in the principal 
en suite complete with flush mount rain 
shower and floating bench. ABOVE: The 
vanity in the en suite maximizes storage and 
offers custom details, such as floating glass 
shelves and integrated LED lighting. RIGHT: 
A freestanding soaker tub, heated towel 
rack and electric fireplace create a spa-like 
atmosphere. TOP LEFT: Custom drapery, 
layered lighting, chic bedding and area rugs 
create a luxurious sleeping environment. TOP 
RIGHT: The roof-top entertaining patio with 
comfortable lounge seating and outdoor 
fireplace is punctuated with red accents 
for the holidays.

OH: The principal suite competes with the best hotels 
out there! Is this your retreat from the hustle and bustle 
of everyday life?

IY: The master is one of my favourite rooms in the house, especially 
because of the access to the large “floating” deck (not a single nail 
penetrates the membrane of the sunroom beneath), which is framed by 
beautiful tinted glass to minimize harm to birds. Creating this deck was 
part of the vision we had when we first saw the property’s potential 
because of the view. We love to entertain, and it has been a special place 
for guests, but also a quiet retreat for Bryan to read and relax after a 
hectic day. We are so grateful to live in such a gorgeous setting.

Jenn Fulford at Fulfords helped me to create a spa-like en suite 
as my special retreat that includes a motion-sensitive heated toilet 
seat, a sleek jetted tub and chroma therapy rain-head in the shower. 
The custom vanity with its quartz countertop and multiple cabinets 
were created by Exquisite Wood Designs Inc. Again, we have Bill 
Davenport to thank for his masterful work on the deck, the en suite and 
the new oak flooring (Greyfair) in the bedroom. The custom drapery 
across the large patio door is from Décor Design. Continued on page 64
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BAREBIRCH DESIGNER 
JACQUELINE FURTNER’S 
TAKE ON THE OWEN 
SOUND HOLIDAY TOUR 
OF HOMES:
It is something I always love 
participating in. Not only is it a 
great cause, but with all of the 
time it takes to decorate the 
homes I really get a chance to 
get to know the people who 
have volunteered their time 
and opened their homes. 

Ingrid and Bryan Young’s 
home was great to work with as it 
has so much charm and warmth. 
I find that it’s nice to bring some 
of the outside in during the 
winter, so I used large swags 
of greenery on the banisters, 
complete with artificial pine, 
magnolia leaves, pine cones and 
champagne-glittered spruce. 
When we were finished you could 
find greenery in every room, 
whether draped on a bed or 
arranged on a coffee table with 
other accents. Sometimes the 
perfect touch can be as simple 
as a cosy throw or reindeer 
cushion. It’s all about finding the 
balance between the natural 
elements and the sparkle that 
comes with Christmas. We used 
many different antiqued gold 
accents throughout the house, 
and topped it all off with large 
burlap coloured bows to tie in 
to the natural elements. Last but 
not least, as we do at barebirch, 
we added little warm white 
lights to heighten the magic.  OH

LEFT: A guest room on the 
second storey is dressed 
in bluey-green accents. 
ABOVE: A blush coloured 
bedroom with damask 
patterned wall covering 
is outfitted for holiday 
guests. TOP, RIGHT: Simple 
ornaments adorn the 
chandelier that illuminates 
the stairwell. BELOW: Take 
a trek through the woods 
to gather pine cones – it’s 
a simple way to decorate 
for the season.
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299 8th Street East

Owen Sound

519-370-0770

www.decordesign.ca

E-mail: info@decordesign.ca

N O R T H E R N  P O I N T S  R O O F I N G
&  E X T E R I O R S

Renovations from the roof down. 
Northern Points Roofing Renovations 
is an experienced roofing company  
offering all types of roofing services.

Asphalt  |  Steel  |  Flat  |  Cedar Aternatives
We also offer solid surface  

decking and railing by ‘Dec’k’ing’

519.507.4464  |  855.507.4464 
info@nprexteriors.ca

nprexteriors.com
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