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GENIUS LOCI

Highlands
OF
THE
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classical Roman
mythology, the
term genius loci refers to
the protective spirit of a
place. In religious context,
the genius loci was often
depicted as a figure holding
a bowl, or a snake. In
contemporary design circles,
the concept refers to a
distinct atmosphere created,
or felt, within a space. This
home captures that spirit
of place – born of a simple
feeling wherein the genius
loci shines through. Continued on page 40

Grey leather seating surrounds the steel-clad linear fireplace sourced at Chantico
Fireplace Gallery. Benjamin Moore’s Stonington Gray is used on the walls and trim
on the main floor. Gold accents are found in the area rug, toss cushions and
other décor items. The french doors flanking the fireplace lead to the pool deck.
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From the breezeway, the reclaimed hemlock floors
flow into the great room. Full glass doors, with
horizontal mullions, flood the area with light and
give access to the front and rear of the home.
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With clear sightlines throughout, no matter where seated, everyone is part of
the conversation. OPPOSITE, BOTTOM LEFT: Lots of counter space helps
with prepping the cauliflower pasta with fresh herbs. BOTTOM RIGHT: With
two doorways, one into the hall and another into the master closet, the
laundry room is handy for everyone in the house. Lots of cabinets and a deep
sink make laundry days a breeze.

Just north of Flesherton amongst the foothills of the Grey Highlands,
adjacent to babbling brooks and juxtaposed by striking pines and stiff
winds, this home began not as a showpiece, but a stepping stone. It
began with the simple feeling that a breezeway should be the precursor
to the aura of the house. The wind should be able to pass freely. Guests
should feel welcome to enter. The outside should be let in. At the same
time, no single design element should serve no less than two functions –
the concept of the breezeway is as much about privacy as it is openness.
One of the homeowners is a paramedic, so the home is conveniently
divided into two distinct zones that allow part of the house to rest
while the other side is beaming with energy before the sun comes up.
“The concept of the breezeway was really where we started with
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the design of the house,” says the homeowner. “I can sleep on shift
– or, I start days tomorrow, for example – so I’m up super early to
get to work. So I can come in the kitchen and turn the lights on. The
last house we lived in, no matter what I did everyone would hear me.
I’d be looking in the fridge trying to get my lunch together using my
phone flashlight.”
The concept for the house, designed by Neil Watson of Watson
Designs and built by R. Talbot Carpentry & Renovations, was
born from exploration and built over seven months. “We go for drives,”
says the owner. “We look at other properties and find what kind of stuff
we like – we thought of the breezeway concept as a way to divide the
house into a main living area, and a main sleeping area.”

The main living space is stunning and
open, encompassing the living room, dining
room and kitchen. Cabinetry throughout the
home was designed by Vivi Tree Design
Millwork & Cabinetry, and lovingly built
by R. Talbot Carpentry and Renovations, as
were the reclaimed hemlock barn-board floors
and staircases.
The main room measures approximately
30-by-30 feet, filled with abundant natural
light courtesy of Ostaco windows from
DeCola Windows and Doors. A white
marble replica quartz countertop on the
kitchen island, clad in raw reclaimed
barn board and a white herringbone tile
backsplash is opposed by a fireplace and
entertainment centre clad in steel on the
other side of the room.
“I wanted the white kitchen look, with the
chrome – the countertop was easy because
I knew it was how I wanted it to look,” says
the homeowner. “I had seen the herringbone
backsplash and loved the aesthetic. I’m
basically here all day – and we were very
particular on the island position. It had to be
here and centered perfectly.”
Overlooking the jutting topography of
a seven-acre Grey County property, and
to the immaculately landscaped pool yard,
collaboratively realized by Clark Pools
& Spas and Rock Solid Landscapes, a
tastefully tiled deck area is skirted with
limestone boulders, sleek steel planters and
small gardens, becoming the focal point of a
life lived outside. Continued on page 42

The island’s quartz counter shines atop the rustic,
reclaimed barn-board base. The open-cage pendant
lights repeat the horizontal lines of the doors and
windows. TOP LEFT: In the mudroom, built-in cabinetry,
integrated seating and boot storage helps this space stay
neat and tidy. Tile flooring is from Century Wood Products.
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LEFT: The grey, vinyl-lined pool
has steps that run the width of
it, making it easy to enter the
water. If you want to dive in,
there’s a six-foot rock platform
at the opposite end. Limestone
coping caps the edge and
natural square-cut limestone
covers the deck. Russel Fence
& Decks installed the fence
that surrounds the pool. The
steel planter contains sedum
and goldentau grasses, both
are perennials. OPPOSITE,
TOP: An old propane tank was
cut in half to create the fire
pit. Jumbo random flagstone
with creeping thyme filling the
gaps sits beneath the pit. Three
Armstrong maples will provide
shade as they grow. Muskoka
chairs from Squire John’s are
ready for the campfire stories
to begin. BOTTOM: John
Pedlar’s children Reece and
Sam test out the floating timber
bench that is anchored at
one end with a large boulder.
Natural limestone square-cut
pavers create a landing area
before climbing the Eramosa
limestone steps to the front
door. Black Kichler LED lights
line the walkway. Upright
with a narrow profile, five
hornbeam trees are grouped in
this front bed.

Rock Solid Landscapes has meticulously
created multiple spaces for guests to enjoy
the landscape, lounging poolside or at
the large dining table. The pump house
doubles as a change room and a comfy bar to
enjoy a cool drink.
Planter boxes are confined by raw steel
courtesy of Howie Welding & Repair,
adding a crisp and urbanized finish to the pool
yard, complete with a unique overhanging
pergola constructed of steel and wood.
A floating timber bench in the front yard
continues the minimalist feature approach.
Rock Solid drilled a hole into a massive rock
to support a timber beam that’s as elegant and
sophisticated as it is rustic and strong.
The home is cloaked in Maibec siding from
S & S TimberMart, and skirted by limestone
from Maxwell Stone. Glen Weatherall
of G.W. Masonry is responsible for the
beautifully sporadic stonework that contrasts
the dark blueish-black siding adding an
organic zest of natural appeal to an otherwise
modern finish. In the back corner of the yard
lies a stunning fireplace bordered in natural
limestone overlooking a pond in the valley.
Continued on page 44
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Custom designed by John Pedlar of Rock Solid Landscapes and fabricated
by Jonsteel, the steel and wood pergola takes up minimal space and does
not obstruct the pastoral view. On the right of the bar/pump house (Brad
Crawford of B.C. Builders) lies a row of river rock that protects the ground
when it rains. In the mulched garden, large moss-covered boulders are
interspaced with white fir trees and yellow yarrow.

John Pedlar
of Rock Solid
Landscapes.

Riniki columnar crabapple trees line the natural stone walkway.
Salvia and goldentau grass are planted below. The landscape
design of this project was a collaboration between John Pedlar
and Fran Moore of Moore Outdoor Design.
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The master bedroom is as unique as the home’s layout. Facing north
on the main floor, the bedroom gives way to the master bathroom, and
to the pool – an homage to the home’s open breezeway beginnings.
The master bath is home to a custom his-and-hers vanity, an expansive
stand-up glass shower and a separate stand-alone tub all perched
atop enlarged 24-by-24-inch tile. “Our bedroom isn’t huge – we don’t
live in our bedroom,” the owner says. “We liked the idea of having
the doors out to the pool, but we also liked this idea of having our
space flow around.”
Downstairs, the great room is mimicked leading to a massive rec
room for family nights in, while 10-foot ceilings and a deeper foundation
from Carl J. Doerr Construction help to give the illusion of being
above ground thanks to enlarged west-facing windows. Upstairs, the
children rule the roost, with two east-facing bedrooms above a double
garage, complete with their own communal bathroom and a common
area geniously geared toward the eventual teenaged necessity for
private space. All window coverings from Décor Design.
Continued on page 48

44 | ourhomes

SPRING 2019

TOP LEFT: In the master bedroom, the navy tufted headboard dictates
the accent colour. Windows on either side of the bed and the doors to
the pool let the sunlight pour in. Blackout shades from Décor Design help
the homeowners sleep in. TOP RIGHT: Ikat fabric covers the accent chair
in a cosy corner of the master. The décor items were sourced at Peek
Thru My Window and Clerkson’s Home Store. ABOVE: In the master en
suite, the wall tile in the shower was also used on the floor. The marble
penny tile on the shower floor complements the whole space. Reflected
in the glass is the patterned blind over the vessel tub.

Chantico Gallery

Chantico Countryside

209784 Hwy 26
Blue Mountains, ON

158185 7th Line
Meaford, ON

705.445.9688
ChanticoFireplaces.com
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Surrounded by windows, the vessel tub, sourced
at Bathworks, sits on 24-by-24-inch porcelain tiles.
DV Electic installed the chandelier above. The bold
geometric-patterned blinds have three adjustments
for different levels of privacy and were sourced at
Décor Design.
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ING
OPENSDAY
TUE 7st

RELAX.
UNWIND.
PLANT FLOWERS.

MAY

299 8th Street East
Owen Sound
519-370-0770
www.decordesign.ca
E-mail: info@decordesign.ca

ABOVE: For nights spent
dreaming of construction
sites and monster machines,
this bedroom on the second
level is just perfect for the
homeowner’s son. Carpet
and area rugs were sourced
at Dean’s Carpet One Floor
& Home. TOP RIGHT: Glitter
and sparkle is the theme in
the daughter’s bedroom. This
lucky girl also has a walk-in
closet used for toys and
clothes. This is the only room
in the house that is painted
Cloud White by Benjamin
Moore. RIGHT: The unique
sidelights of the master
bedroom doorway brighten
the hallway and stairs with
maple railings from Barrie
Trim & Mouldings Inc. The
reclaimed sliding barn door
leads to the laundry room.
FAR RIGHT: The second floor
bathroom is shared by the
children. Lots of storage in the
double vanity helps keep the
counter clean and clear and
keeps everything organized.
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“We were trying to think ahead,” explains
the owner. “We hope to stay here [but] we’re
project people. We enjoy looking for property
– but having the kids, having the pool – we
really like having the privacy. We like to be a
little out of town, and the goal is to be here.”
This home is a true testament to a life lived
together as much as it is about giving each
other privacy and room to grow. The charm
in the protective spirit of this place is in its
ability to harness the modern family dynamic
and hold it close. There’s no doubt this was
always meant to be a wildly impressive house
by design, but first and foremost, it’s the spirit
of a beautiful home that shines through. OH

Tuesday to Saturday 9-5
Sunday 12-4
Closed Mondays except
Victoria Day.

519-599-3533

www.riversidegreenhouses.ca
riversidegreenhouses@gmail.com
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