
The welcoming front porch provides shelter on two 
sides. Comfortable seating is ready for relaxing summer 
conversations. ABOVE: Peggy and Bruce Sickel and the 
family dogs, Indy and Jersey.

Sauble Beach, on the 
eastern shore of Lake 
Huron, got its name from 
early French explorers 
who followed the sandy 
river – La Rivière-aux-
Saubles – to the lake. 
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AAt 11 kilometres long, Sauble is the world’s 
second longest freshwater beach (after 
Wasaga Beach). Sauble hosts thousands of 
visitors every year who come for the sandy 
beach, warm, clean water and nature’s most 
spectacular show, the setting sun. At the end 
of a summer’s day, activity on the beach slows 
down and beachgoers sit back and watch 
pink, red and yellow colours shoot across the 
water as the sun slowly sinks on the horizon 
and sets on another perfect day.

A few lucky cottagers can walk back to 
their homes close to the beach, while others 
pack up and drive back to their hometowns. 
For years, that was the routine for Bruce 
and Peggy Sickel and their girls, Randi 
and Kristin, who hail from Hanover. Peggy is 
the owner of Temptations Gifts & Home 
Decor and Bridal Temptations. Bruce 
is a busy sales representative with Royal 
LePage RCR Realty, Brokerage. Kristin 
owns Pampered Paws while Randi operates 
Gather and Graze. 

RIGHT: Slip-covered seating in the living room adds to the 
casual elegance of the cottage and muddy dog prints are easy 
to wash out. BELOW: A picture perfect summer’s day at Sauble 
Beach, captured by Bruce. BOTTOM: Using a faux fireplace 
surround as a focal point on the living room wall not only 
provides a spot for the television but establishes the seating 
area in this large multi-function room.

Continued on page 41

An office area, in the main living 
space, is a landing zone for keys 
and bills. Flower arrangements 
were supplied by Temptations 
Gifts & Home Decor.
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On one of their drives home from the beach, 
they made a decision to find their own piece of 
paradise for their family at Sauble. 

Bruce worked as a contractor for 20 years, 
so that served him well on his search for a 
perfect family getaway. He discovered a small 
cottage on leased land at the south end of the 
beach. With his experience in the building 
trade, he knew the cottage had seen better 
days and was a teardown, but its proximity to 
the water was ideal. They bought the property 
and tore it down the next day, with Bruce 
taking the first ceremonial swing at the old 
building. So began the opportunity to create a 
family gathering spot with a blank canvas.

Knowing exactly what they wanted and 
needed for their family cottage, Bruce and 
Peggy designed the floor plans for the home. 
The three-bedroom, two-bath cottage would 
have an open-plan living and kitchen area, 
and would include two large decks to extend 
the indoor space. They didn’t forget about 
the family dogs and planned for a fenced spot 
where the pets could relax as well. 

This project became a labour of love for 
Bruce, who built the whole cottage with 
help from a few friends, Karl Plumbing and 
Wayne’s Electric. Building supplies came 
from Miller’s Home Hardware Building 
Centre and Rona Hanover.

Peggy offered moral support and design 
Continued on page 42

White painted board-and- 
batten and shiplap were 
used to finish the walls.

The open shelves in the kitchen hold practical items, including mason jars 
and sentimental items, like the green metal cutter for frenching green 
beans. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Peggy wanted the custom blue for her 
appliances and that became the principal pop of colour throughout the 
open-plan living area. TOP RIGHT: The Minuet quartz by LG Viatera was 
used for the counter and the island. The pendant lighting was sourced at 
Living Lighting. The large island has lots of room for food prep or for the 
family to gather around for a cold drink. BOTTOM: Antique press-back 
chairs were given a bright, fun facelift with chalk paint.
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decisions that kept the project moving.
The cottage has a four-foot foundation by 

CreteWorx and a new furnace that allows 
the family to use the cottage throughout the 
year. The large kitchen island is topped with 
quartz from The Old Barn. The roof is from 
McClement & Shewfelt Construction 
Ltd., the windows are from Van Dolder’s 
Custom Exteriors and the Gentex siding 
is from Grey Bruce Siding. The outside 
elements protect the home and are low 
maintenance, which means more family time. 
Pavers and hardscapes were sourced at Owen 
Sound Ledgerock Ltd. 

Keeping the interior finishes in the style 
of older cottages in the area was important. 
Board-and-batten and shiplap were used to 
finish the walls, and then the entire cottage 
was spray painted Benjamin Moore’s Polar 
White by Carl Noble Barn Painting Ltd. 

RIGHT: A second outdoor 
seating area at the side 
of the cottage is covered 
and used in good and bad 
weather. The barbecue was 
found by a friend who knew 
about Peggy’s love for that 
tone of blue. BELOW: This 
boat-shaped shelf in the 
master bathroom has three 
cute owls that hear no evil, 
see no evil and speak no evil. 
BELOW RIGHT: Colourful 
place settings at the al fresco 
dining table show Peggy’s 
love of colour.

Continued on page 46

Custom Home Builder
Excavating | Foundations

Septic Installations | Insulated Concrete Forms Specialist

519-377-7217 | 519-377-7331
www.HighR.ca

The most energy efficient  
homes on the market. Grey Bruce 

Siding

Eavestrough  | Gutter Protection 
Siding  |  Soffit  |  Fascia
Windows & Doors
542 8th Avenue, Hanover Ontario
519.364.6060  |  greybrucesiding@gmail.com

Aluminum Products Ltd.

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905 

 www.squaredealneils.ca
Large enough to serve you, small enough to care!For over 60 years!
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The girls love to 
curl up in the rattan 
hanging chairs on 
the covered deck.

Upgrading your 
deck and railing?

You’ve come to 
the right place.

900 Main St., Sauble Beach
519.422.2424

We carry quality composite deck and railings from the 
following manufacturers. Four colours currently in stock.

Sauble Beach

Home Accessories • Furniture 

Kitchen Ware • Baby • Bedding • Wellness & More

332 10th ST Hanover, ON  • 519-364-1819 •          @temptationshanover
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ABOVE: A little yellow 
duck perched on the 
top of the mirror in the 
guest bathroom had a 
long journey, and story, 
from Nashville, but has 
found its happy place 
at Sauble Beach. TOP 
RIGHT: Tranquil grey 
bedding in Randi’s 
bedroom promises a 
good night’s sleep. 
RIGHT: Peggy made 
the wall hanging above 
the antique iron bed. All 
of the bedrooms have 
wardrobes instead of 
closets to create that 
feeling of being in an 
older cottage. 

With the retro style kitchen appliances 
from Elmira Stove Works in a custom shade 
of blue, the atmosphere is nostalgic, but this 
new build has everything to make every stay 
carefree. A pantry off the kitchen is large 
enough to hold a washer and dryer. The master 
bedroom has an en suite and air conditioning 
can keep everyone comfortable if the summer’s 
day is just too hot – if that’s even possible. All 
lighting is from Living Lighting.

Peggy used her decorating finesse and 
many items from her store to furnish the 
cottage. The beachy, comfortable look has the 
family gathering all year long to enjoy each 
other’s company and the beautiful sunsets that 
are now within walking distance. 

There’s no more packing up and driving 
home. Evenings are now spent on the large 
front deck, talking to neighbours out for a 
night stroll and savouring the cottage they’ve 
built and decorated.  OH

vandolders.com
If It Goes on the Outside of Your House, You’ll Find It on the Inside of Ours.

Want to know what’s new in home improvement?

about updating your home with an awning or sunroom.

Mountain Road, Collingwood  1-705-444-5601 • 28th Ave East, Owen Sound  1-519-376-1624

ASK THE HOME TEAM
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