
“If you find yourself resisting a designer’s ideas, if you 
aren’t super excited by what you’re seeing, or if that little 
voice in your head is doubting or worrying, then you’re 
probably working with someone who’s just not aligned 
to you,” says Meredith Heron, television host and 
owner of Meredith Heron Design. “We always make 
it a priority to invest in the relationship with a client 
so we can understand how they want their home to be. 
Plus, when you have a good relationship then the ideas 
just sort of flow.”

The homeowners struggled with a stalled design 
project when contractor Evan Bramson (owner of 
Bramson Construction) introduced them to Heron. “I 
could tell right away, even from just a phone call, that this 
was going to be a good relationship,” says the homeowner. 
The feeling was mutual. “I thought they were amazing,” 
says Heron. “I have a dry sense of humour and so do they, 
so we immediately clicked.” 

Hiring a designer to help reinvent your space shouldn’t feel like a leap of faith 
– at least not if you’ve teamed up with someone who really gets you.
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LEFT: Art, 
accents and 
lighting were 
thoughtfully 
placed for 
beautiful 
sight lines. 
RIGHT: Designer 
Meredith Heron 
of Meredith 
Heron Design 
took inspiration 
from elements in 
the homeowners’ 
collections. 
OPPOSITE: 
Colours, 
textures and 
furnishings from 
different eras 
unite to create 
interesting, 
vibrant 
focal points. 

“I COULD TELL 
RIGHT AWAY, 
EVEN FROM 
JUST A PHONE 
CALL, THAT 
THIS WAS GOING 
TO BE A GOOD 
RELATIONSHIP.”

Continued on page 34

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8   |  3332  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8

feature



From there, the design of the downtown home’s first floor 
took off. “Meredith really does push the envelope and some of her 
decisions might have been out of my comfort zone, but I trusted 
her,” the homeowner says.

The kitchen, for example, features upper cabinetry in an inky 
shade of grey. “I was surprised when she first proposed the colour, 
but I also immediately liked it.” The colour wasn’t out of left field 
– Heron took inspiration from the couple’s belongings – many 
collected from time spent in far-away places – including a rug by the 
front door purchased in Turkey. 

While there was no way to alter the kitchen’s long and narrow 
footprint, Heron found ways to make better use of the space. She 
added a banquette and custom-built table in a previously unused 
nook. A striking marble waterfall peninsula by Milestone Marble 
& Granite Ltd. visually breaks up the space. 

In the dining room, Heron created a custom wine unit built 
around two dual-temperature refrigerators to store the couple’s 
growing collection. “It’s made out of this amazing Italian laminate 
that looks like lacquered smoked wood, and also has that purple 
tone to it,” says Heron. Then, her team designed and installed 
Chinoiserie inserts. “I’m all about juxtaposing modern and 
traditional,” says Heron, “and the homeowners have spent a lot of 
time in Asia, so a Chinoiserie made perfect sense.” 

Heron made use of the narrow 
kitchen space by optimizing the 
storage and using tones that were 
edgy but still airy. OPPOSITE, TOP 
LEFT: A banquette and custom 
table fill a once unused corner 
space. TOP RIGHT: A mix of open 
and closed shelving keeps things 
interesting in a smaller space. 
BOTTOM: The faucet by Perrin & 
Rowe is a jewel to the apron sink. 

Continued on page 37
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Another favourite element in the room, 
for both the homeowners and Heron, is the 
unique chandelier over the dining table. “I told 
them, I have the perfect light for this room. 
It’s got a 1950s sort of Italian feel,” says Heron. 
“When they said they liked it, I was thrilled!” 

“Meredith would do things like show 
us options in Photoshop so we could test 
out ideas before committing,” says the 
homeowner. The dining room light fixture, 
for example, may not have been an immediate 
first choice, but seeing it in context made all 
the difference. 

Heron created an uncommon colour 
scheme in the dining room, with blue walls, 
forest green fabric on the chair seats and a 
purplish grey on their backs. “I really enjoy 

analogous colour schemes – mixing together 
shades that live next to each other on the 
wheel.” She adds, “We had our cabinet maker 
create the table, and we worked with him 
to come up with the right stain. It’s an inky 
blue-grey but not exactly the same colour as 
the grey in the chairs or the cabinetry.” 

Before they met Heron, the homeowners 
had planned on just addressing the kitchen 
and the wine wall, but quickly recognized 
the potential of an entire first-floor makeover. 
“I still remember Meredith walking into 
our house that first time. She saw the things 
about the house that had attracted us to 
it, but she also saw how to make the most 
of the space and make its best features 
really stand out.” 

Heron often asks clients to pull 
out their china. “Usually it’s 
boring and white and I want to 
throw it out. When they pulled 
out these Kelly green dishes I 
was so excited!”

The wine wal l holds 240 bottles, 
perfect for fol ks who enjoy, rather 
than col lect , their wine.

“I TOLD 
THEM, I 
HAVE THE 
PERFECT 
LIGHT 
FOR THIS 
ROOM. 
IT’S GOT 
A 1950s 
SORT OF 
ITALIAN 
FEEL.”

Continued on page 40
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Mouldings and built-ins helped anchor 
the living room space and create a 
beautiful focal point. Smoked mirror 
was added, and the television is 
recessed, and visually disappears.

Impressive 10,000 square foot showroom. Wide range of quality hardwood floors, 
wide plank flooring, ACS laminates, vinyl planks and carpets.

8601 Jane Street, Units 1-2, Concord, ON  |  905.761.6655  |  www.chestnutflooring.ca
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The two-storey living room, for example, 
was both a striking feature and a design 
challenge. “Adding plaster moulding halfway 
up the walls really helped to break up the 
line,” says Heron. “Then we added silk 
tourmaline drapes in a deep green that go 
all the way up.” The makeover included a 
new sofa, new chairs, refinished side tables 
and fresh accents. A brand-new fireplace 
from Igne Ferro Architectural Fireplace 
Studio is completed with a marble mantel, 
and new built-in shelves showcase some of the 
couple’s collected treasures. 

Like the dining room, there’s an 
unexpected blend of colours that’s still easy 
and cohesive: from the gold and grey of the 
couple’s own art and rug, to the shades of blue, 
purple and green in the new furnishings. 

“I can’t say when I’m in my house that I 
feel like I’m surrounded by colour,” says the 
homeowner. “I really don’t. Everything here 
feels right and feels comfortable.” She adds, 
“It’s like the best, most elegant representation 
of us, but in a relaxed and completely 
accessible way.”  OH

“ADDING PLASTER 
MOULDING HALFWAY 
UP THE WALLS 
REALLY HELPED TO 
BREAK UP THE LINE.”

LEFT: Gold accents draw from the dramatic variations in the 
powder room’s marble. ABOVE: Chains were added to the 
artwork to connect the lower level to the upper level. 
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