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“Life is meant to celebrate. When people take the time to make 
each of these occasions special, it creates a shared memory that 
lasts many years.”   – Cathy Lane, Panache Design Works

Adorning our homes with boughs of holly, pine trees and mistletoe signifies a time when 
we begin to prepare our traditional Christmas holiday celebration with friends and family. It’s 
a time when we transform our everyday home canvas into a seasonal masterpiece – reds and 
greens don our halls and touches of gold and silver glimmer in the night.

As a design favourite in the Collingwood Holiday House Tour last year, Cathy Lane 
from Panache Design Works transformed one couple’s home in Blue Mountain’s Snowbridge 
community from a rustic charmer into a spectacular Christmas showcase. 

“We provided the canvas and she did the painting,” the homeowners say about Cathy’s 
holiday magnum opus. ”The dining setup she had was unbelievable.” 

CHRISTMAS,
Naturally 
BY  JUL I E  S IMMONDS
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BOHDAN CHREPTAK

RIGHT: Since 1998, Cathy 
Lane of Panache Design 
Works has been in the 
business of creating events 
and transforming local homes 
with dazzling holiday décor.
FAR RIGHT: Cathy used 
yards of burlap, linen, 
pinecones, lights, and baubles 
that glow to magically 
transform the dining room. 
Painting by Shelagh Fox.

Continued on page 85
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Cathy took care of every detail of the home’s Christmas transformation, 
from the layering of winter greens with touches of maroon and gold to 
pine cones splashed in white atop a linen table display. It all worked 
together to create the ultimate holiday atmosphere for the tour, and for 
the homeowners’ Christmas holiday.

“A lot of time what happens, when you go into a house, is that the 
house already dictates the colour palette and the style,” explains Cathy. 
“So you’re layering on top of what already exists and it looks like it’s a 
good marriage between the décor and the home.” 

Upon entering the home, it’s easy to see what inspired Cathy to create 
such a showpiece. It was originally built and designed by the homeowners 
themselves six years ago, and features rich upcountry rustic décor, classic 
trim and textural elements. According to the homeowner, the whole 
Snowbridge design concept is to create an old northern Ontario look, 
which also inspired the interior décor. “We wanted it to fit right in with 
the area,” says the homeowner. “We like this warm home feeling.”

“We picked up on all these things and brought those elements into it,” 
Cathy says recalling her transformation. “In terms of lighting, we used a lot 
of different light sources in the home, which is always important whenever 
we’re looking at a place. We try to understand what it’s going to look like 
to the homeowners or for any event during the day, and how it morphs 
into an evening – it has to be successful both ways.”

There’s a lot to consider when decorating a home for the holidays – 
from décor style and lighting sources to texture and elements that work 
together to create visual appeal. “With a house, you’re up close to a lot 
of the décor, so there has to be another element to it,” says Cathy. “There 
has to be a lot of detail, and it also has to be very tactile and visually 
interesting.”

ABOVE: The walk to the front door is a treat. Outdoor urns – stuffed with 
greenery, magnolia leaves and red dogwood stems – provide a merry welcome. 
OPPOSITE: Each vignette throughout the home, created by the team at 
Panache, is a showstopper.

Continued on page 86
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To create a western-rustic visual interest for the Holiday House Tour, 
Cathy used fresh florals, three different tones of lighting, deep saturated 
colours, and unique ornaments like suede stars with tassels in the tree, 
her favourite design element in the home. 

For the mantel, Cathy determined it needed fullness to balance the 
fireplace. “We began with a very thick garland and added elements 
that tied the look to the tree,” says Cathy. She framed the hearth 
with oversize finials and beautiful stockings on each end of the 

mantel. “This was balanced by superimposing a natural wreath onto 
a driftwood wreath that was already hanging over the fireplace,”  
she says. 

For Cathy, styling a home is a simple process. “It’s very easy for 
me when I’m in a homeowner’s house because there is so much of the 
homeowner already in the house,” Cathy says. “Right away you get a sense 
of what they are attracted to.” And she doesn’t do it all alone; she has a 
team to help her with the home’s metamorphosis. 

ABOVE: The open kitchen allows 
holiday guests to move freely 
from one room to the next. TOP 
RIGHT: A bar area overlooks the 
kitchen while a brilliant library 
shelf unit, complete with ladder, 
is close to a comfy sitting area. 
RIGHT: The kitchen dining nook 
is ideal for family meals. Wreaths 
hanging from the trim on the open 
windows are fun and whimsical. 

Continued on page 88
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Cathy, an artist and designer with 25 years of experience, founded 
Panache in 1998. She’s worked with many major local corporations such 
as Blue Mountain, Le Scandinave Spa, The Golf Club at Lora Bay, and 
others, to create beautiful events and seasonal décor. She is now working 
with homeowners in the area to celebrate the seasons with unique holiday 
home décor, inspired by the home’s current style. 

The homeowner in Snowbridge loves Cathy’s work, and says that 
not only does she create amazing designs, she also provides unparalleled 
service. The first year Cathy styles a home, she designs, shops, decorates, 
tears down and stores the decorations until the next year, when she comes 
back to do it all again. 

RIGHT: A pink Christmas tree is a perfect addition to a little girl’s room.  
BELOW: In the master bedroom, a full garland with sparkling lights and lots of 
baubles in various sizes and metallic finishes, make the mantel come alive.

Continued on page 90

www.kaonfurniture.ca 
kaonfurniture@gmail.com
1-800-693-2233
7446 County Rd. 91, Stayner, ON.

ELEVATE YOUR GUESTS 
TO NEW HEIGHTS. 

Sleep your guests in style and comfort with one 
of our hand-crafted bunkbeds. Available in 

various styles, colours, and sizes from twin over 
twin to queen over queen.

Special Events . Corporate Affairs . Weddings 
Hospitality . Décor . Floral

Seasonal & Holiday Decorating 
Entertainment . Transportation . Audio-Visual

cathylane@panachedesignworks.ca    705.446.2422
www.panachedesignworks.ca  

hospitality, décor and event management

Come see our 

915 Oxford St. Etobicoke, ON. 416.251.7251     
abacusfurniture.com         

40% OFF Antler Chandeliers
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abacus North
Showroom

abacusfurniture
Sofas • Leather • Accents • Patio

Custom Solid Hardwood Furnishings

FORTY YEARS 
OF CUSTOM
FURNITURE

Celebrating

*
*See store for details

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services 
Granite, Quartz and Laminate counters 

Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

Visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, 
Thornbury
www.corinthiankitchens.com
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“The holiday season is an extremely busy time for everyone and often it 
is difficult to have time to decorate a home to the level that the homeowner 
would like,” says Cathy. “It couldn’t be easier and our present clients are 
thrilled with the service. For them, Christmas is a phone call away and when 
they come home, the house is transformed into a wonderful magical space.”

But the holidays and Collingwood’s Holiday House Tour aren’t just 
about beautiful homes and décor; they’re also about celebrating with 
friends and family and giving back to the community. The homeowners 
proudly helped raise $2,500 last year for the Collingwood General and 
Marine Hospital, the beneficiary of their choice.  OH

ABOVE LEFT & RIGHT: Buddha 
is happily surrounded by 
twinkling lights, golden leaves 
and trees of varying heights. 
RIGHT: The festive front porch 
is styled for the holidays and 
will look great all winter long. 

Proud Supporter 
of Local charities

BVO
BVAA

Highway 26 East, Thornbury, ON
519.599.3624

We’ve expanded!
Bigger, better & ready to serve you.
Home Owners helping home owners.

Proud member of the  
Thornbury Builders and Trades Assoc.

www.thornburybuildersandtrades.com

705.443.8406   
www.blakefarrowproject.ca

Custom Homes, Chalets & Renovations
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