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Home sweet home. After 
nearly 30 years away, Sharon 
and Paul Harbottle have 
returned to their roots just 
outside Penetanguishene 
and a new home inspired 
by their love of English 
country estates. 

Sharon and Paul have lived in various Ontario 
locales while working for the province’s 
Ministry of Transportation. But now with 
retirement a reality for Sharon and looming for 
Paul, they felt it was time to figure out where 
they wanted to spend their golden years. 
“We got to thinking about where we wanted 
to live,” says Paul. “We did a lot of looking 
around, but always ended up back here.”

Sharon attended high school in 
Penetanguishene while Paul went to 
Midland Secondary School. They met nearly 
35 years ago at a local gathering place, 
have been married for 25 years and have an 
adult son, Christopher, who now lives in 
the Toronto area.

COMINGhome

Paul and Sharon 
love to entertain in 
the English pub 
they created just 
off the kitchen.

Welcome to Wearside, Paul and Sharon’s 
new home, named after the River Wear in 
Sunderland, England, where Paul’s roots are 
strong. The home is inspired by the couple’s 
love of English country estates. Sharon is 
looking forward to next spring when she can 
cultivate her English gardens.

Paul and Sharon Harbottle’s eclectic dining room 
in their new home by DAD’s Home Builders Inc. 
has a stunning, custom hand-forged chandelier 
from Northern Iron. 
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And with North Simcoe’s abundant natural beauty and outdoor 
activities aplenty, opting to return to their roots was an easy decision. 
Over the years, they’ve been drawn back often to visit family, friends 
and to head to their cottage in Cognashene on Georgian Bay for 
boating and sledding.

“We both really love this area,” explains Sharon, “and were always 
spending a lot of time up here anyways.” “Our closest friends are still 
here,” explains Paul, “And you cannot beat Georgian Bay.”

When they found the perfect lot in the Copeland Creek subdivision, 
they jumped at the chance to build their forever home. “It’s so close to 

everything,” Sharon says. “We’re five minutes from town, the beach and 
it’s easy to get involved in things.”

The home’s stature is impressive, featuring grey exterior stone 
and brick from Patene Building Supplies, which also played an 
important part in several interior features, all installed by Topline 
Masonry. The dark metal roof from Huronia Steel Sales & Building 
Supplies (installed by Fraser Roofing with rain gutters from Simcoe 
Seamless Eavestroughing) provides a fine contrast to the masonry.

The stamped-concrete sidewalk by Rob Desroches leads to the 
entry and a two-storey interior full of charm and character.

A large country kitchen with ample storage in the island 
and around the refrigerator eliminates the need for upper 
cabinets. OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: A 
custom cabinet in the dining room and just off the main 
entrance holds glassware. A Northern Iron lantern lights the 
front foyer. Sharon’s Royal Doulton figurines are displayed in 
a vintage hi-fi cabinet in the dining room. The powder room 
by the back door has a vessel sink built on a vintage sewing 
machine table stand. Fresh flowers and seasonal veggies sit  
on the island’s quartz counters. Sharon’s favourite teas are 
kept handy on the open shelves in the kitchen.

Continued on page 59
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 “We started with a concept... to create an English countryside 
estate,” explains Paul, who has a strong British heritage. “We wanted to 
bring a little bit of England back here.”

The Harbottles definitely knew what they wanted from the outset, 
even before bringing DAD’s Home Builders Ltd. and building 
designer Dupuis & Ouellet Inc. into the fold.

“The home’s main, open-concept living area includes the living and 
dining rooms and kitchen. “No matter where you are in this house, we 
wanted everyone to be included,” says Sharon. “Nobody’s left out. We 
wanted this home to be inclusive and welcoming.”

And how many new builds feature a first-floor pub?
Adjacent to the kitchen, the pub includes a pool table, bar, lots of British 

football memorabilia, a faux-British telephone box, a chandelier made from 
Jeeves and Wooster hats and a Union Jack flag adorning part of the ceiling, 
created by local artist Ruth Hurdle. “We went for a different look,” Sharon 
says. “We wanted the pub, but we didn’t want it to be the focal point.”

Sharon also knew she wanted the kitchen cabinets to be easily 
accessible for people of all heights since “I’m not tall to begin with,” 
she says, so she enlisted Kei-Lor Kitchen and Bath. The Lafontaine-
based company did a marvellous job of making this a reality by not only 
building and installing the espresso-coloured kitchen cabinets, but 
also the en suite and second-floor bathroom vanities and several other 
design features, including shelving and a bar in the pub area.

Nearby, a Valor gas fireplace from Home & Cottage Centre 

and imposing hearth from Northern Granite Works – which also 
provided the clean-looking quartz countertops in the kitchen and 
bathrooms – affords a cosy warm spot in the home’s spacious living 
room to enjoy a good book during those cool fall nights.

Northern Iron also had a steady hand in the overall project by 
providing many of the home’s unique design touches, from the one-of-
a-kind bar and kitchen stools, false door hinges and knockers to shelf 
brackets, beautiful lighting and other special touches.

The large windows and exterior doors from Balm Beach House of 
Glass provide an abundance of natural light.

But a new build’s overall canvas requires a great deal of assistance 
from other trades and that’s where Mckalester Painting, Bromack 
Mechanical, Fleming Electric, Eric Pauzé Construction 
Excavation, Wicklum Plastering Stucco, Brad Lebeck, LA 
Concrete Ltd., Lafontaine Sand & Gravel and Simcoe Concrete 
Forming enter the final portrait.

The warm-coloured flooring found throughout the home as 
well as the tiles (and even the backsplash found in the kitchen and 
bathrooms) were all purchased at Wye River Flooring Co. Ltd. 
with the floors installed by Mike Labatt and all the tiling done by 
Mark the Tile Guy.

“We had all the flooring picked out in an hour and a half,” Sharon 
says. “They kept asking us if we were sure since they told us ‘no one 
ever does it this fast.’ But we knew what we wanted and were decisive.”

An English pub and billiards table add to the 
eclectic, fun design of the Harbottles’ English 
country estate-inspired home. Treasured jerseys 
from Paul’s favourite English football team, 
Sunderland, are displayed prominently.   

A chandelier made of Jeeves and 
Wooster hats hangs above the 
bil liards table in the pub.

LEFT: British memorabilia and golf and curling collectibles line the 
far wall in the Harbottles’ pub. The collection includes a faux-British 
telephone box. BELOW: The kitchen flows into the comfortable living 
room, where a Valor gas fireplace from Home & Cottage Centre 
provides warmth and atmosphere. Custom nesting tables from 
Northern Iron are lovely and practical. Sharon also purchased other 
furnishings from The Hive.

Continued on page 60
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All trim and doors are from Barrie Trim 
and Mouldings. Paint throughout the 
home was purchased at Tripp’s Paint and 
Decorating Shoppe while the appliances 
were all sourced from Barber & Haskill. 

Buying locally and using local tradespeople 
was extremely important to Sharon and Paul.

Other businesses involved in the project 
include: Native Woods Nurseries, 
Elmvale Home Building Centre, 
Midland Point Woodshop, Munro’s 
Furnishings, Wenneker Woodworks, 
Simply Country, Bathworks, Georgian 
Bay Communications, Burnett’s & 
Struth Scottish Regalia, The Hive and 
Baxter Garage Doors.

And while Sharon and Paul wanted to 
ensure the home featured lots of accessible, 
livable space on the first floor to ensure they 
could keep enjoying the home as they aged, the 
upstairs is also impressive.

It features a full bathroom, lots of storage 

space, two well-appointed bedrooms, 
including one filled with treasured memories 
for when Christopher comes to visit and yet 
another unique feature.

Just off the hallway, one steps into a 
large covered balcony that looks off into 
the approximately two-acre property’s 
forest-like setting.

For the time being, Sharon and Paul are 
looking forward to reconnecting with an area 
they truly love.

Paul’s also keen to hit the links and curl 
in the winter, joking that he might team up 
again with former high school teammate and 
World Champion curler Glenn Howard, who 
lives in the area.

Sharon, meanwhile is determined to get 
back to her passion: Gardening.

“I love it and miss my garden from our old 
house,” she says. “But it will be fun to start 
from scratch.”  OH

A covered porch 
upstairs provides 
an outdoor space 
and a view of the 
gardens below.

The main-floor master suite has a walk-out to 
the backyard and an en suite with lovely views. 
Sharon has painted all of her bathrooms a 
stunning and neutral black. BELOW: One of 
two additional bedrooms upstairs.

Canadian Manufacturer of Artisan Lighting, 
Furniture and Metal Art

705.735.4414
740 Huronia Rd. Unit 8, Barrie, ON L4N 6C6
northerniron@bellnet.ca | www.northerniron.ca

www.simplycountryfurniture.ca
323 King St. Midland ON

705.526.7630

www.simplyhomefurnishings.com
900 King St. Unit B Midland ON

705.526.5678

Ashley Furniture • Décor-Rest • Magnussen • ELRAN

Ashley Furniture • Brentwood • Palliser • Superstyle

Two Great Reasons to Visit Mid land 
We provide full delivery & set up 
to Midland & Surrounding Areas! 
Contact us for more information!

Open 7 Days A Week!
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