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The great room’s stunning stone 
fireplace rises two storeys to the elegant 
coffered ceiling. OPPOSITE TOP: The 
front door with upper transom and 
stained-glass inserts opens into the 
foyer with a high-gloss tiled floor and a 
closet at the ready. BOTTOM: Lilliânna, 
Annabelle, Dahlia and Ryan relax in the 
great room of their new home.

Her wish list included an open-concept 
kitchen, dining room and great room, bedrooms close together, a 
large master closet and a finished basement for entertaining. “I’m 
the one here all the time,” she says. “I have to like where I work.”

Upper-level laundry facilities and a butler’s pantry quickly 
became favourite features for the practical young mother. 
Now with two young daughters, “there’s a lot of laundry,” she 
adds with a smile.

When there’s a few minutes to relax, she also knows a jetted 
soaker tub with heated backrest awaits.

Ryan wanted an open concept layout as well, but his priority 
was an oversized, heated garage with four deep bays. One would 
be separated behind a wall and locked door to house his prize 
possession: a 2014 Ford Shelby GT500.

Otherwise, “Annabelle’s wish list became mine,” he recalls. 
“The more she talked about it, the more I thought ‘yeah, that 
makes sense.’ ”

The result is a 3,800 sq. ft. contemporary home on a three-acre 
property finished by Georgian Landscape and accessorized 
with a sandbox and jungle gym.

Having both grown up in Tiny Township, the couple wanted 
to stay close to their roots. They quickly decided to settle in the 
Whippoorwill Estates neighbourhood near Perkinsfield.

Continued on page 77

life is
GOOD

As the date approached for the 
arrival of their first child, Ryan 
and Annabelle Bazinet 
decided their house needed 
more renovations than they 
were prepared to invest in, 
so they sold it – and bought a 
vacant lot just down the street. 
She was nine months pregnant 
when they embarked on the 
journey to create the home of 
their dreams.
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ABOVE: Dessert 
is served. ABOVE 
RIGHT: Ryan’s company 
Perkinsfield Kitchen 
+ Bath Inc. designed, 
built and installed 
the generous, open 
kitchen with white 
upper and perimeter 
cabinets around an 
espresso-stained island. 
All counters are quartz. 
RIGHT: The kids can sit 
on the comfy counter 
stools and enjoy a snack 
while Mom and Dad 
prepare the meals. 

TOP RIGHT: A built-in banquette just off the 
kitchen offers a view of the backyard and 
a family friendly gathering spot for meals. 
ABOVE: It’s snack time before nap time in the 
Bazinet home. RIGHT: Lovely mercury glass 
pendants hang above the island. 

“I have cousins who live next door and 
an aunt who lives next door to them,” Ryan 
explains. “My mom lives on the same street as 
us and another cousin does, too.”

During a house tour, Annabelle’s mother 
watches their girls in the main floor playroom.

Like their familial neighbours, the Bazinets 
enlisted the help of second-generation 
custom home builder Joel Laurin of JVL 
Home Improvements Ltd. Established 
12 years ago, the local entrepreneur now has 
a millwork shop and 12 employees working 
year-round on a couple of houses at a time. His 
signature timber frame exterior can be seen 

throughout the region. 
“We love different plans and different 

designs,” says Joel, who works primarily in 
the South Georgian Bay area. “That’s the joy 
of being a custom home builder, you never 
build the same thing twice and you learn 
new things each time. There’s not one home I 
like over another.”

The Bazinet project went smoothly, 
he reports, largely because of the pre-
construction planning. 

“We were ready with design choices when 
they were needed,” adds Annabelle, “so we 
weren’t holding anything up.” Continued on page 78
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She and Ryan started their decision-
making process with ideas from Pinterest. 
When Natalie Hutton Designs was 
invited to brainstorm, the ideas really started 
to flow. Natalie helped them pick finishings 
inside and out.

The two-storey coffered ceiling in the great 
room, for example, came to life during those 
meetings with the addition of crown moulding 
and more box beams than originally drawn. 
Dave Frandsen Painting & Decorating 
covered the walls downstairs in Pale Oak by 
Benjamin Moore, a creamy neutral that 
shimmers as natural light dances through a 
wall of windows. 

“We just kept adding details,” 
Annabelle recounts.

Another development during the building 
process was the busy couple’s decision to 
purchase Perkinsfield Kitchen + Bath 
Inc. (PKB). Previous owner and Annabelle’s 
godfather Mike Desroches continues to be 
involved in the business he started more than 

ABOVE: The panelled accent wall in the 
dining room is painted Hudson Bay by 
Benjamin Moore. Ryan and Annabelle 
host family celebrations in the open 
space. Interior design by Natalie Hutton 
Designs. TOP RIGHT: This gallery wall 
is full of family photos. Ryan says they 
started in the middle and keep adding 
photos. RIGHT: Jamie Crouch of Splash 
Events Inc. created the flowers for the 
couple’s wedding and was happy to 
provide beautiful arrangements for 
the photo shoot. OPPOSITE, TOP 
RIGHT: Ryan built the bar in the lower 
level. MIDDLE: The laundry room is 
upstairs near the bedrooms. LEFT: The 
organized mudroom exits to both the 
garage and to a separate exterior door.

two decades ago, as he trains Ryan and helps 
manage the transition.

Formerly a diesel mechanic, Ryan, the new 
president of PKB, focuses on the office side of 
operations, and oversees 14 employees who 
deliver quality results.

“We’ll go anywhere,” Ryan says, citing 
clients from Muskoka to Niagara Falls. 
“Everything we source and produce is 
Canadian-made with local suppliers wherever 
possible. It also helps with the timing 
and warranties.”

He wants people to know that custom 
doesn’t mean expensive. The PKB team, 
including an in-house kitchen designer, “find 
ways to work within budgets but still deliver a 
custom product.”

In his own home, PKB completed all the 
bathroom vanities, the laundry/mudroom, 
the built-in bookshelves and, of course, the 
kitchen. Elegant Solutions supplied the 
Cambria quartz countertops, while M.V. 
Plumbing made everything functional.

“It’s the little details,” Annabelle considers 
as she looks around her new home in 
satisfaction. She points out the blue feature 
wall (Hudson Bay by Benjamin Moore) in 
the dining room. She delights in the blue 
sparkle of the quartz slab atop the vanity in 
the powder room, and especially adores the 
storage solution in the shared master closet. “It 
has an island – I love it!” Continued on page 82

Benjamin Moore’s 
Pale Oak 

The wal l colour:

The pool table is the main 
attraction near the bar in 
the family entertainment 
room downstairs. 
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A painting by 
local artist Taylor 
Morrow hangs in 
the hal l. 

TOP LEFT: A Jill-and-Jill 
bathroom with flowered 
wallpaper is situated 
between the girls’ sweet 
bedrooms. FAR RIGHT: The 
playroom is downstairs on 
the main floor. 

UNIQUE GIFTS, JEWELLERY & HOME ACCESSORIES

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 25 YEARS

55 DUNLOP STREET EAST | DOWNTOWN BARRIE  |  705.725.0829  |  WWW.OURHOUSEBARRIE.COM

Wedding Registry Available!

Keeping it Classic
with Sophie Conran!
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If her choices are out of the ordinary, she’s 
pleased to be different.

The same goes for artwork. In the girls’ 
rooms, separated by a Jill-and-Jill washroom, 
she combined stencilwork and a colourful 
frame display with hand-painted wall details. 
In the entrance hallway, she highlights the 
smiles of her young family in a photo gallery.

And, hung in a prominent position of 
honour, she and Ryan proudly showcase the 
work of local artist Taylor Morrow. Taylor, 
23, credits her painting with helping her 
survive the recent loss of her mother. Now 
she wants to share the healing characteristics 
of creativity to help others cope with 
their own mental health challenges, a goal 
supported by the couple.

Deeply invested in their friends, family 
and community, Ryan and Annabelle look 
forward to filling their new home with love 
and laughter.  OH

BELOW: Ryan and Annabelle’s master suite is just 
down the hall from the girls’ bedrooms. The sitting 
area gives them a place to relax at the end of a busy 
day. RIGHT: Annabelle’s closet is every women’s 
dream space.

The Tile, Flooring & Design Co.
705.315.TILE
www.t i lef loor ingdesign.ca

Discount Granite Plus
705.481.1236
www.discountgraniteplus.com

756 Huronia Rd, Unit 1, Barrie

2 GREAT STORES,
NOW 1 CONVENIENT ADDRESS!!

C U S T O M  S T O N E  &  Q U A R T Z  C O U N T E R S   |   M O S A I C S   P O R C E L A I N   |   W O O D  F L O O R I N G  &  T I L E

Designer Custom Stone Countertops for Less
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