
NATURALIZED
ELEGANCE

PPositioned on a unique angle with a welcoming circular 
drive, Ernie and Betty Morel’s Mildmay home captivates 
not only from the road but immediately once inside. 

When the couple acquired the land in 2013, 
Betty stood out front with a vision of how she 
wanted the home designed to make the most 
of the beautiful country surroundings. It sits 
on approximately three-quarters-of-an-acre at 
the edge of town and provides the couple the 
seclusion and privacy they desire. 

Both Ernie and Betty hail from Walkerton, 
and that’s what initially drew them back to 
the area after years of city living.

“When my husband retired from the Bank 

of Montreal in Toronto we came up this way 
and bought a farm just outside of Mildmay,” 
Betty explains. They stayed there for 11 years 
before the farm became more maintenance 
than they desired. 

“We actually built two homes there,” 
Ernie says. “The first we built as a guest 
house as a place we could come to on 
weekends when I was still working. And 
then we built what Betty referred to as 
her forever home.”
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The coffered ceiling adds a refined layer of detail to the open-concept space. The 
low profile of the comfortable leather sectional does not obstruct the view to the 
woods out back. TOP: Blue skies and forest backdrop complete this picturesque 
setting. FAR RIGHT: Homeowner Betty Morel is definitely a master of the mix: 
contemporary fireplace with marble surround and panel mould mantel, traditional 
chairs in a fun upholstery, shag rug, glass coffee table, and wooden side table 
create a beautiful aesthetic. 

Continued on page 92
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The smooth range top blends seamlessly into the countertop while the 
raised island seating provides a handy spot to conceal electrical outlets. 
OPPOSITE, LEFT: An up close look at the transom detail that frames 
the archways on the main level. A ceiling medallion highlights Betty’s 
favourite chandelier. RIGHT: The functional and attractive beverage 
centre has a custom stained glass window as the focal.  

However, moving wasn’t out of the 
ordinary for the Morels, who have relocated 
27 times, primarily due to the demands 
of Ernie’s job.

“We did what we had to do to fix up the 
houses to our standards and then if another 
move came along, so be it,” he explains.

“And if not, we were just content,” Betty 
adds. ‘We’ve loved our homes, all of them.”

With a keen eye for design, it’s no wonder 
she was on board with moving house once 
more, and they soon sought John Rutledge 
of John Rutledge Architect to bring 
dreams to reality on their three bedroom, 
three bathroom home.

“I knew what I wanted,” says Betty, a 
self-proclaimed magazine junkie who collects 
clippings of décor and design and then applies 
ideas she loves to her own spaces.

The home was built by Ruetz 
Contracting, which, along with materials 
from Shouldice Designer Stone and 
Tri-County Brick, created a visually appealing 
home accented by beautiful windows and doors 
from Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors. Rob 
Poechman Siding supplied and installed 
Foundry siding in the cedar shake profile as 
well as soffit, fascia and eavestroughs.

Entering the foyer, you are greeted by 
bright, open-plan living, designed and 
decorated to make the most of the home’s 
back drop. Large windows shed light into the 
space, reflected by light fixtures new (Living 
Lighting and Restoration Hardware) and old, 
such as the crystal chandelier at the front door, 
a piece Betty has brought with her each move.

Continued on page 95
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More light cascades into the living room from a beautiful stained-
glass window, tastefully included in the custom bar area. There, you are 
greeted by a soft palette of greys and lilacs found on everything from the 
walls to the furniture.

Keeping the space minimal and free of clutter was very important to 
Betty, so storage was an essential component as she planned the main 
living area. It’s an elegant setting adjacent to both kitchen and dining.

Her well thought-out plan ties the different rooms together 
seamlessly, allowing the kitchen space to function as just that, without 
the appearance of a traditional kitchen. Rather, she wanted to make it 
an extension of the living area for entertaining rather than solely a place 
to cook and store kitchen essentials.

A large pantry off the kitchen provides plenty of storage to keep 
items out of sight and out of mind. “I don’t like clutter; I like quiet,” she 
says. “I can’t function if things aren’t neat around me.”

Hints of sparkle can be found in the studded dining room chairs, 
accessories and the gorgeous granite island, while the rest of the 
entertaining area is fresh and calming in design.

Betty admits she was nervous about the countertop (Seedling 
Woodworks) but proved the risk was worth taking as it 
complements the paint, sourced at Home Hardware, and décor 
throughout the house.

“I really mulled over it until I saw this piece and I fell in love with it 
and its colour,” she explains.

It feels as though you’re dining in the 
trees as windows on three walls offer 
views all around. 

Continued on page 96

TOP: Ernie and Betty Morel in the sun soaked den. TOP RIGHT: A colourful 
rug from Elte anchors the space while the interior shuttered openings 
allows light to spill into the hallway. ABOVE: Small and purposeful 
injections of colour, pattern and texture through art, décor and collectibles 
allows each piece to be showcased and appreciated. 
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Grand windows that look out onto the 
beautifully landscaped property (Ground 
Effects Landscapes) span the back of the 
main living area, and are completed with 
coverings from Bruton’s Decorating and 
House Rules Design Shop. However, 
the blinds come down only during sunset, 
otherwise they wouldn’t come down 
at all as the couple want to take full 
advantage of their view.

Two-toned coffered ceilings, also slightly 
tinted in grey, add to the warm living space, 
while Betty has created a gallery for local 
artists (Susan Seitz, Paul Metcalfe and 
Rob Oosthoek) on the walls throughout the 
home. Special pieces from around the world 
can also be found throughout, reminding them 
of travels abroad.

The main living space’s design changed 
from its initial drawings, as Betty insisted the 
fireplace be moved to create more window 
space. This also allows the sofas to face 
people when they enter the home, which is a 
welcoming feature. 

The first room down the hallway is the 
couple’s den, separated by a large doorway 
and transom, providing repetition from the 
exterior windows and doors while adding a 
visually appealing design element.

Another distinctive feature is the 
California shutters placed in wall openings 
looking into the den, which brings much 
needed light into the hallway – and is an idea 
Betty had been holding onto for a long time.

The principal suite, a guest bedroom and 
bathroom can be found at the end of the hall, 
all harmonizing with Betty’s colour scheme. 

ABOVE: Mirror details, 
built-in side tables for 
storage and practical 
and accessible reading 
sconces create an 
inviting retreat at the 
end of the day. TOP 
RIGHT: The guest room 
is peaceful and serene 
with green and blue 
accents throughout. 
RIGHT: An inviting 
slipcovered chair and 
ottoman offer space 
to unwind in the 
principal suite.

Continued on page 98
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Their principal bedroom has been 
decorated to feel bright and fresh and also 
designed from a magazine clipping Betty 
had been holding onto. Custom built-ins 
on either side of the bed allow for a clutter-
free zone, as does the dressing room and 
spacious bathroom.

Back down the hallway, rustic river 
hemlock flooring (Cuneo Interiors Ltd.) 
leads to the pièce de résistance, the screened-
in porch, just off the kitchen. This space was 
essential, as Betty and Ernie love to entertain. 
It’s a place to enjoy everything from coffees at 
breakfast to Thanksgiving dinner.

“If I put windows out here, then I’d have 
to clean them,” she laughs, noting it would 
remain a seasonal room.

Back inside, and through the pantry, you 
can access the mudroom and double garage 
before heading down a large, split stairwell.

“The way the house was built we had to 
have a lot of basement,” explains Betty, who 
admits she rarely goes down as she is not a 
basement dweller.

She has only completed the bathroom, 
bedroom, laundry room and games room 
downstairs, leaving potential in the large 
space for future homeowners.

“It will make a great family home for 
someone one day,” she says. 

Her focus, rather, remains upstairs, where 
her dreams have come to life and everything 
has fallen into place. 

And while Betty and Ernie enjoy the 
comforts of their 28th, and forever home, Betty 
continues to gather ideas and concepts with 
an open mind as you never know what the 
future brings.  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• Balaklava Audio • Bruton’s Decorating • Cuneo Interiors • First Line Security 

• Gerry’s Plumbing & Heating • Grey Bruce Interiors • Ground Effects Landscapes 

• Hanover Home Hardware • House Rules Design Shop • John Rutledge Architect 

• Living Lighting • Mildmay Home Hardware • Paul Metcalfe • Rob Oosthoek 

• Rob Poechman Siding • Ruetz Contracting • Seedling Woodworks • Shouldice 

Designer Stone • Susan Seitz • Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors

The stunning screen room with vaulted ceiling is a 
prime place to entertain family and friends on warm 
summer nights. The cedar shake siding by Rob 
Poechman Siding extends into the room.

It moves your shades, so you don’t have to.

PowerView Motorization is compatible
with these and more:

Morning 
Sunshine

Afternoon 
Cool Down

Bruton's Decorating
279 10th St
Hanover, ON
office@brutonsdecorating.com
Weekdays 9 am - 6 pm
Saturday 9 am - 4 pm
519-364-5080
brutonsdecorating.com

PowerView™ Motorization

PowerView® Motorization from Hunter Douglas is a 
remarkable system that moves your shades according to 
your schedule.* Just program your personalized settings 
with your smart phone or tablet. Plus, it now integrates 
even more seamlessly with other home automation 
systems for a truly connected home. To see PowerView 
in motion, contact us today.

The PowerView App and additional equipment required for programmed operation.
©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas
or their respective owners.7289357

*

• Offering exclusive Alustra fabrics
• Para Paints dealer
• Custom canvas printing & framing
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